hmtnry, wnlls it.
law, Charlee I n P!
head on the headsman’s block, and Eng ‘sum he has tany
{ land advanced a few steps on the !adder polish, pocket a
of progress. So tlm “dx the

t,he 16th. , had to undergo that operdtiq)n i
beneath the knife of the gmlrotme.
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_&: - the workingmen gain the eight hours a
A da,y,.it wil__l».notu.a.monnt to a pinch of
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FREE CAPITAL.
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Entered at the San Francisco Postoflice as sec-
ond-class matter,

San Francisco, March 21, 1891.

The Tools for the Toiler; the Produce for the
Producer.—*Chicago Alarm.”

Editorial Notes.

Ix regard to the recent lynching in
New- Orleans, Inspector Byrnes of New
York City is reported to have made the
remark, that the Mafia among the Ita-
lians is & similar organization to that
of the Anarchists. Now I admit, thatI
am not informed as to the aim and pur-
poses of the Mafia, but, if Inspector
Byrnes meant to insinuate, that Anarch-
ists associate for the purpose of extor-
tion and murder, he lied, and he knew
he lied.

Tre Evening Post of March 12., speak-
ing of the intention of the Jews of this
city to give expression to their indigna-
tion at, and to protest against the treat-
ment of their co-religionists in Russia,
during the presence of the czarovitch in
our city, says: “That no offence must
be given' to the ezarovitch, it might
disturb the cordial relations of the two
governments, and. the Jews would make
but a poor return to us for haying given
them their liberty.”” < Rats! I am aware
of the fact, that a person can be robbed
of his liberty, but am unable to see how
it can be given to anyone. Liberty is
the normal state of humanity. At pres-
ent the government of this country is

‘not quite as-invasive as the Russian
government; but at the present rate of
advance in'that direction, ‘we will get

there before Iong. -

PresmexT Gompers of .the American
Federation of Labor has come and gone.
Hig hobby is the reduction of the hours

a question pr. pounded to me alnost dai-
ly by Single- Taxers, Nationalists, Free
Socialists and  others. My answer is:
They will be carried on in the same way
as at present, by private enterprise.
“But then you will always have mo-

| clusive control of enterprises and will
| they not be enabled to rob and plunder
people as they do now?”’ Exclusive
possession or control of a thing does not
constitute a monopoly, it is the exclu-
sive control and property right of a lind
or specie of things that estdblishes a
monopoly. Because I ate my breakfast
this morning and by that act of mine
excluded others from getting outside of
it, I do not think 1 became a monopo-
list. Monopoly does not consist in ex-
clusively doing a certain act, but rather
in preventing others from doing similar
acts. Because I am at present occupy,
ing a chair, I am not a monopolist; it is
plain that, while I am sitting on it, I
am excluding some one else from doing
80, nevertheless I do not prevent any
one from occupying other chairs. If I
farm a piece of land, I am well aware of
the fact, that I exclude others from cul-
tivating the same plot of ground; still I
am not a monopolist; I do not restrain
anyone from using other plots. If I
build a railway and operate it, I am
preventing some one from constructing
and carrying on that identical line of
railway, yet I am not a monopolist; T
am not preventing any one from doing
similar work, or building a line right
along side of mine. This argument ap-
plies equally to irrigation ditches, stree:-
car lines, gas works. water works, elce

tric plants, ete, etc. Henry George
came very near g'ving a correct defini-
tion of the word capital; “so near and
yet so far.”” He called capital ““wealth
in a state of exchange;” he did mnot
know what he was talking about. The

of labor. The blind leading ithe  blind.
The horrible condition in. “‘eight, hour”’.
Australia is nothing to him. ASuppose

C. G.

nopolies.” Not by any means! “Cer-|
tainly, will not some persons have ex- |

| \
in the world can be traced back o the
| invasions of governments in preventing

. | 3 x A
2 people from issuing tho
“How do you, Anarchists, propose to |} t[ o ) ltlg l'(llse l)faper Tepre-
. : | sentatives of wealth, bills )
build, construct and carry on railways, | Y ! S of exchange,
irrigation ditches, waterworks ete.?’’ is

| free money. Every dollar of this money
(wnuld be backed by labor value, The
| terms of dollar and cent would he mere-
! ly symbols of value. In the exchange
[ of two articles one would measure. .the
| other-and the terms of dollar and cent
{ would be used merely to express the re-
lation of one to the other. The scarcity
| of one article aud the plentifulness of
{another would indicate the ratio in
| which one would exchange for the other;
f‘it would also determine in what direc
tion labor should apply itself. Under
freedom of application we should arrive
very nearly at a balance, equal wages
would result.

I all the title deeds to land, all the
mortgage bonds, and all other certifi-
cates of indebtedness were burned to-

; morrow, and there was no governwment
| to constitute and defend new privileges
to rob, not a dollars worth of wealth
would be lost; only an idle clags could
no longer extort the rewards of industry
from labor, they would have 36

work, or starve.

Government was not instituted for
the purpose of securing justice between
man and man. The first slave was the
first subject. The relations of master
and slave were not intended to be equi-
table; the first exacted services from
the latter. According to the traditions
of the past, a man had been conquered
in battle, his life was forfeited to the
victor, who spared his life, and he be-
came the slave of the latter ; thenceforth
the life of the slave belonged to the
master, and also the expression of his
life, his activity. A master might be
kind to his slave, his chattle, but he
could not be just to him. By being
conquered in battle, the slave was di-,
vested of his manhood; he was placed
on a level with other useful beasts of
burthen. Does not the term ‘‘subject,’”
still applied to the people of Europe by

fy this relation of slaves to a- master?

real gignificance of the word capital is:
““The method of placing wealth in « state
of exchange,” of ““mobilizing wealth.”

- The direct exchange of products for
products would be cumbersome, but
would be easy by means of paper repre-

' The relation of the people to the govern-

ment has been modified since those

same as of old—slavery. As a result of
being enslaved, the master might exact
any tribute from his bondsman; the

gentatives. All the evils of commerce

master’s right to extort the service, tri-

their respective governments, still gigni-

eacly days, but in substance it is the

go -to wcl ,“

>

7 e = o = BEACOIT.

e ——

bute, etc. of the slaye, was his right to
kill, to destroy the latter, because he
had been conquered in battle. This is
the bagig of the claim by which the
governments of Europe have taxed their
subjects. This is the fundamental usur-
pation by which the ‘‘free’’ citizens of
the United States are taxed, that is
robbed year aiter year by government.
Haying become a usurper to that extent,
there was nothing to restrain its advanc-
ing the claim, ag to the form or the par-
ticular thing that must be paid, that
would be considered by the decrees of
government as a legal solvent for such
tribute; in this manner the thing, called
legal tender, originated. :

The government of the United States
claimed absgolute dominion over the
land confined within its territory (the
right of eminent domain.) 1t yielded up
the dominion of the greatest portion of
the country, conditionally, to private in-
dividuals. Tae relation of the landlord,
the land owner, to the land user is that
of the master to the slave. Of course, to
unjust, inequitable relations no one
would voluntarily submit. The govern-
ment collecting its own- exacted tribute
by force, or a threat of force, set about
to periorm the same service for the
minor  despots, the monopolizers,
through government, of natural resourc-
es, mechanical devices and ideas. With
this object in view it promulgated de-
crees, laws for the collection of debts.

Determinating that one form of wealth
alone might be tendered, one certain ar-
ticle alone would be recognized as a sol-
vent for these legalized extortions, it
evolved a third factor for human en-
slavement—legal tender money.

Taxes, rent, and interest are the trini-
ty, the three in one on earth, authority,
government. It must be abolished, or
man can never be free.

As I stated before, if all our lawbooks,
all our title deeds to land, charters, pa-
tentrights, coyyrights, mortgage deeds
and any other parchment by which
some one takes, by threats of force, or
force, or murder, the products of the
labor of & single man or woman against
his or her will and without giving full
value in return, were burned over night,
we would loose no wealth whatever. The
useful.portion of the population would
keep the wealth praduced by them, the
idlers and parasites of the past would go

Bwnership replaced by ‘occupaney and

Government being abo lished, land-

use, legal tender money by the free bill
of exchange, a new desire would arise,
to put wealth in a lasting form. Vege-
tables, cereals, roots, fruits of all kinds,
clothing, toolsg and all wealth of a fast
perishable nature would be produced in
great abundance and it would be of con-
Biderable importance to conserve it, to
transform it. into  more lasting forms
of wealth by maintaining other la-
borers. To place wealth in a lasting
form is to perform a service. The hand
of man has hardly completed a house,
a coat, harvested a crop of wheat, when
decay sets in, waste begins; the wind
and rain will beat against the house; it
is invested by rats and mice; the coat
will deteriorate in quality, moths will
breed in it. All forms of wealth, if.not |

user of wealth, makes good such loss,
then he performs a service for the own-
er of wealth, there would be no increase,
no interest. -
When we desire to build railways,
waterworks, factories and other works
of a similar character, we need workers,
food, tools. clothing, shelter, and all the
other utilities and amenities of life;
every useiul expression of human ‘acti-
ity will virtually become capiial” If
any ene should exact more for his serv-
ices than they were worth, he could mo-

or free money, acquire noexclusive right
of carrying on a particular kind of in-
dustry; he would only burden himself
with wealth that he could not use and
would go to waste on his hands; be-:
sides, people would see his evident hog-
gishness and would leave him se-
verely alone. He could hurt no one,
but would only work against his own
best interest, and experience would soon
teach him the conduct best ealeulated
to advance it. =

It being impcssible to prevent any
one from working for himself, no one
could be engaged-to  work for another
for less than he could produce for hin-
self. Social activities require different
capacities.  The pick and shovel. man
on a railway is as necessary as the - ma-
nager. Being equally necessary, his ser-
vices ave as valuable as the manager’s;
both would receive equal pay. 1t may

used within a shorter or longer period |
of time, become valueless. Now if the !

nopolize no land. no free bill of exchange |

‘more salary thifi the " pick “and™ shovel e

man, would rather do the work  of the
latter, unless he was better re-
munerated. ' This objection cannot be
sustained ; the management will be far -
more easy to-him, than the pick and
shovel work would be; he would work S
where he could do the best for himseli’
with the least effort.. All work, being -
equally necessary, is also equally honor- o
able. s

Under liberty each one will gravi-
tate to that employment, that he.is best
fitted for. The differing capacities’ of
men and women, meeting the diversified
requirements of society, ‘demonstrate
human equality. i 2 5
Free capital means anarchism—no
government, no slavery—liberty, = -
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The People's Lyceum. .

The question to be discussed- at. the
next meeting of the abouve society, on

| Sunday, the 22. of March, is: ‘“What

is the greatest hindrance to progress
and reform.” The attendance is steadi-
ly on the increase, the audience taking
a keen interest and active part in the

discussions. . ¥

Do Nationalists Believe in Freedom

Editor of Tae BeacoN. Sir: Yeur
reference to  the suppression. of ‘‘free
speech’ ‘by the ' Pacific Nationalists’
Club reminds me, that such conduect is
not a new departure with certain indi-.
viduals who are now Nationalists ‘and
who were a few yéars ago Socialists. I
refer tc P. Ross Martin, “Dr: 7" ‘Willey
and B. G. Haskell, who were the lead-
Lyg lights of the Fnglish Spe_akixgg,ﬁ%
ton of the Socialists, The Socialists
‘held open meetings,.and. after the first
speakei’s address invited free discusSion,
This freedom did not seen’to push along
the propaganda as fast as was desired,
80 the above méntioned "trio _put, %
heads together and refused to_allov
further Iree discussion in' their baili-
wick. This happened }L)_gt_ng_tfyéﬁ»"y"eﬂtﬁ
ago, just about the time of the iu
Bellamy.  Some people may doubt that
those reformers, who are such adyacates
of rights and duties, should be guilty, of
this outrage. ~ For corroboration of my
statement T refer to Mr. Geo. Cumminig -

to work or starve,

be said, that the manager, getting no

. -

and Barnaby Dougherty, who were pres
ent on t}\‘p_kﬁ:cliéib?:."-’ ; Jealy.
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v | Freedom, Z. M. Lacher, Avondale Sta-
: t.lon, Cbok Co., Ill. Price, 50c per year.
6 ’Twmmth Century, 4 Warren St., New
York, N. g Prme&Zper year.
Lucgfer, P.O. Drawer A, Topeka, Kan-
$1 per year.

Calif. 50c per year.

Francisco, Cal. $2 a year.
‘The 'R_cacoher;- 20 University Place,
‘Nev?rYork N. Y. 60c per year.
| Chicago Liberal, 402 West Madison St.
3 Ohwngo, Ill. 25¢ per year.
Freedom, C. M. Wilson, 57 Chancery
Lane, W. C. London, Eng.; §1 per year.

zie, 12 Basing Place, ngsland Road,

; London, N B England. $2 per1000

| coplensiile S s ote i au ;

| The Commonweal, ra

'S, | Great Queen St., Lmeoln’s
| 'Lenden,M C., En

Egoum P. O. box 1678, SanFrancxseo, :

Freethought, 838 Howard Street San |

‘Saturday evenings, at8

The Anarchist Labor Leaf, H. Macken-

[Seeretarles of Auoelationn dhonnlng the so-
cial problem at regular meetings, will please
inform this office of such instances, that they
may be inserted free of charge. ]

The Peoples’ Lyceum, every 'Sunday

‘afternoon, at 2 o’(-lock, at 909% Mar-
et Bl sebEivaRe T 13

Pacific Nitlons,lmt Clnb, S;undu.y
evening, at 8 o’clock, at 909}6 Market
Street.

Single Tax Club, every Thm{sdgy and
o’clock, at 841
Market Street, Room 9. ] :

~ 8an Francisco Section Socxahetlc La-
bor Party, every Wednesday evening,
at 8 o’clock, at 1159 Mission St.

Freethought Soclety, “every Sunday
evening, at 8 o’clock, at Union Square
Hall, 421 Post street.

German-Amenean Natlonshst Club,
(German speaking), every gecond and

4 | fourth Wednesday evenmg, at 8 o’clock,

gl Wa.nt a true and intelligent wom:

assxst me in establishing a Freel
. | gence Office and an Eqmtable Produce
| and Labor Exchange and in ma;nagmg
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