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Editorial Notes.

The meeting in commemoration of the
Paris Commune, held at Union Square
Hall, on the evening of the 20. of this
month, was well attended. The prin-
cipal speakers of the evening were
Mesgrs. Henry Weissmann and Paul
Grottkau. Mr. Weissmann was not well
prepared, but Mr. Grottkau delivered
an excellent address in German. The
singing by the Socialist Maennerchor
was highly creditable to that organiza-
tion. Mrs. Hecht rendered some ex-
cellent musie on the zither. The recita-
tions by Messrs. Clausenius and Bach-
stein were pertinent to the occasion and
of a high order. The programme was 80
lengthy that the last two speakers were
cut ghort and could make but a few
general remarks.

It may not be out of place here to ex-
press the opinion that it would be more
effective for agitation purposes, if the
speaking at meetings of that kind was
done in the English language ex-
clusively. C. G.

o TR
The Single-Tax Vagary.
Single-Taxers in this city admit that
taxation is robbery. But they still re-
tain the ground rent error, declaring it
to be a natural law etc. ete. Of course I
know the entire formula. That rent va-
lue results from land and money mono-

surprising, how intelligent people can
still cling to that absurdity. If our
friends of that persuasion would study
the money question, they would see as
plainly as I do, how interest has robbed
the farmer of his produce and home,

industries in @ few spots. Having de-

tion with his fellow for such work as
the rich, the monopolizers, feel inclined
to furnish.

First, let us investigate this sixty
bushel and forty bushel wheat land idea.
Every body of any information should
know that wheat contains certain che-
mical elements, that are taken out of
the soil by and through the inherent
force of the wheatgerm, the sun and the
rain, complemented by human labor,
transmuted, changed into wheat. Now,
the harvesting of sixty bushels of wheat
from an acre of ground depletes the che-
mical resources of that acre of ground to
that extent, and lowers its productivity.
The only way the sixty bushel per acre
wheat land can be kept in that high
state of productivity is by returning to
the soil the elements contained in the
wheat. If I perform that labor, do I
gain any advantage ever the person who
cultivates the forty bushel per acre
wheat land? His work of ploughing is
equal to mine, he requires the same
amount of seed, but if he only returns
the amount of chemical elements taken
out in forty bushels of wheat, he per-
forms less work, than I must in replac-
ing the chemical constituents contained
in sixty bushels of wheat. Should he
perform an equal amount of work with
myself, the productivity of his land
would increase and become equal to that
cultivated by me.

Single-Taxers state that the presence
and the character of the population cre-
,ate land values. Suppose that the fac-
tors, that centralize large populations at
a few points, were removed, would not,
with a decentralization of population, a
decentralization of land values take
place?

Legal tender money at the present
time is not a representative of yalue; it
is virtually a eommand to pay; it re-
presents the taxing power of the state.
The greater the division of labor, the
more important becomes the function of
the exchange of products.

Suppose the number of vehicles, cars,
pwagons etc. in this city were limited by
law. While people living here were, by
their own labor, providing for most of
their wants individually, the carrying ca-
pacity of the limited number of vehicles
would prove quite suflicient. But sup-
pose people discovered that, by each one
applying himself to some particular line

Y

would be greatly augmented, what
would be the result. The demands made
on the vehicles to carry products from
one end of the eity to the other would
increase and prove unequal to the task;
those who possessed them, could charge
any price for their services. Of necessi-
ty some people would wish to horrow
those vehicles, promising to pay the
price demanded by the owners of them
for their use in kind, pledging their
land and houses for the fulfillment of
the contract. It will be remembered
that the borrower is prevented from in-
creasing the number of vehicles, he
would have to give up part of the horrow-
ed article for intevest; finally t! e whole
vehicle would have been returned to the
lender in the form of interest while the
principle was still owing. To keep going,
he would have to reborrow the yehicle
continually, his debc would become
larger and larger. He would at lastloose
all and sink into abject slavery, In the
place of vehicle say legal tender money;
realize its enslaving tendency; crush it

by abolishing government. C. G.
R =

VIVE LIBERTY.

A way of life, more holy,
More full, more free,
When earth shall have no lowly,
Must sometimes be.
The gleams of light that dimly
On prophets fall,
Shall shine at last sublimely,
And shine for all.
Shall martyrs be the leaven,
To lift the mass
Up to that coming heaven,
Where men shall pass
From glory unto glory;
When wrong shall be
Remembered but in story?
Vive Liberty !
CrarA DixoN DAVIDSON.

THE PARIS COMMUNE.

[From the 8. F. Argonaut.]

The Commune is held up as the per-
sonification of misrule and destruction.
Communists are represented
worst element of city life that §
in blood and conflagration, and Paris of
1871 is deseribed as a scene of frightful

and murder. ; o
I was present in"the city of Paris dur
ing the entire period that the Communé

of industry, the entire result o

held sway. T was there from the day of

as that :
delights

disorder, submitting to anarchy, pillage :
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the entry of the Germans till the army
of Versailles destroyed the Commune,
and the experiment of communal gov-
ernment was wiped out of existence by
the death of forty thousand citizens,
who fell in battle in the streets of the
capital of France.

[ saw that great city of central Europe
held for five weeks by the men of Vilette,
Montmartre and the Faubourg St. An-
toine, by the artisans and laborers, who
for the first time in seventeen years had
the opportunity to bear arms. There
was the Bank of France with its hoarded
wealth of coin, the House of Rothschild,
the Bank of the Hopes of Amsterdam;
there were the great magazines and
storehouses filled with costly fabrics;
shops with jewels of untold value; pala-
ces with costliest gems of art; pictures
and marbles of inestimable price. There
was a vast population- which had
for months endured privation, hunger
and distress. The gendarmerie had been
driven out, and there was no other gov-
ernment than that of the Commune.

And yet during five weeks—weeks of
menace from without and suffering with-
in—I saw and heard of no single act of
pillage or murder.

For five weeks the great forts of the
enciente sent their destructive missiles to
the heart of the city. From the Troco-
dero of a Sunday afternoon to the Pere
la Chaise, the Commune soldiers con-
tended against the Versailles troops.
From barricade to barricade, from one
open space to another, fighting inch by
inch, in desperation, the soldiers of the
Commune, with their wives fighting by
their sides, sullenly disputing every
stone, block and curbstone, retreated to
the cemetery, and there amid the graves
of the dead, the last of the Communists
laid down their lives in hopeless desper-
ate valor.

They may have been wrong and mis-
guided; but that they were thieves,
murderers and incendiaries I most in-
dignantly deny.

During five weeks I saw no act of van-
dalism ; I saw no plunder. I saw organ-
ization and order.

During the week of government victo-
ry I saw scenes of unparalleled bratality.
I saw a hundred inexcusable bloody acts.
I saw a well dressed matron stabbed to
death in the back and flung like a

dead beast into an open port cochere in
the boulevard Haussman, because she

lagged behind in the train of prisoners.

| I saw five little girls lying dead in a

heap near the Palace d’Industrie, with
their little petticoats thrown over their
faces, shot as petroleuses by Versailles
goldiers. Isaw a man torn from his
carriage and killed by a hundred deadly
bayonet thrusts. 1saw hundreds and
hundreds of Communists fusiladed and
burned in a trench near the river Seine.
I saw every sub-lieutenant of the army
of France armed with the power to ar-
rest, try and execute citizens, and this
after the fight was over. I haye read
the death decrees and the decrees of ex-
ile that for five years followed this com-
munal uprising.

I do not believe that the Communists
either burned or attempted to burn Pa-
ris. I believe that the whole petroleum
story comes from an absurd scare.

The war of the Commune was to the
great revolution what the mad raid of
John Brown was to our civil war. It was
the first electric burst from the over-
charged clouds. [t will ultimate in the
adoption of all the great principles for
which the Commune contended.

The Commune was composed of the
scholars and thinkers of France. It was
a band of patriots. If it had in it the
mad element of fanaticism, it may be ex-
cused. If oppressed labor classes looked
to it for relief, it was but natural. If fa-
naticism and disorder enrolled them-
gelves to fight under its banner, it was
the first and only flag where they might
enlist. If poverty, distress and despera-
tion looked to it for a change, it was but
rational.

The history of the Commune is writ-
ten by its enemies. Like all lost causes
it will be misrepresented. What there
was of good in it “will b2 suppressed.
What there was of bad in it will be ex-
aggerated.

The effort of an eye-witness, at this
late time nd in these columns, is but a
feeble effort at stemming the tide and
current of opprobrium running against
the Communists of Paris. Nearly all
the press of America and England, near-
ly every pulpit in christendom, has de-
nounced the Commune. The press has
thundered its anathemas against it, and
the throne of God has bombarded it
from every Catholic and Protestant
priest and preachers’ desk with unstint-
ed censure. N

Why the Roman church should do so

I may guess. Why the Pro;&&}t should
I do not understand.

Thig little fragmentary 8(% of observ-
ation may be gathered up for history,
and may help to swell the protest that
in the interest of truth may some time
be made. i

To the facts of which I speak™ bear
the testimony of a living witness. Of the
Commune I was a part. I helped to
build the barricade at the Place de 1'0O-
pera. It was begun by a woman ﬁf
purple frock, and a lad of perhaps -
teen years of age. The rule wa
every passerby should add a stone
the Belgian pavement of whie
boulevard was made. I made oc
to pass often. From my window in"th
Hotel de Hollande, rue de la Paix, I©
saw the bloody fight of the Place de
POpera. At this barricade I saw this
woman bring water, load the guns, and
bear away the empty ones, and when
the soldiers of the Commune were beat-
en off, I saw this purple-gowned amazon,
with disheveled hair and bloody arms,
alone defend the ramparts that she had
aided to raise, till she was stabbed to
death with bloody bayonets.

I rode to two midmght sorties with
Dombrowski, and I breakfasted with
Ockelowitz in the Place Vendome—for
the Americans had the universal pass
with the officers and soldiers of the
Commune. I treated a regiment of Vi-
lette to half a cask of red wine. It was
cheap, and I was paid in hearing them
cheer the toast I gave them in very bad
French—*‘The Two Republics—the Re-
public of France and the grand Republic
of America.” ;

I shall live to see its realization.

I rode in an open voiture at midnight
to the heights of the Butte de Montmar-
tre to witness the artillery duel between
it and Valerian. I met with politg -at-
tention; I was not robbed. i &

Let London, or New York, or ‘San
Francisco fall under the control of its
worst citizens, and we should see scenes
of pillage, rapine, violence, drunkenness,
theft and murder. Yet in this great,
rich city of Paris, given over to the
Commune for five weeks, with all its
wealth and wine, I saw order, sobriety
and respect to persons and property.

Hence I feel it my duty to say that
Communism does not mean a forcible
and unlawful distribution of property,
nor is the word Communist a synonym
for every crime.  Fraxg M. Pixrey.
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The Peoples’ Lyceum, every Sunday

| afternoon, at 2 o’clock, at 9095 Mar-
| ket St.

Pacific Natlonalmt Club every Sunday
evening, at 8 o’cloek at 909% Market
Street.

- Single Tax Club every Thursday and
Saturday evenings, at 8 o’elock at 841
Market Street, Room 9.

San Francisco Sectlon Socmlwt c La—
bor Party, every Wednesda.y evemng,

ab 8 o’clock, a.t 1159 Mission St.
Freethought Soclety, eVery Sunday |
evening, at 8o clock at Umon Square
Hé,ll_, 421 jPo'sf: stie_e
German~Amoncan Natlonahst Club
(German speaking), every second and

fourth Wednesday evenmg, atrs 0 ciock
| a.t 909% M.g.rket St St
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