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__ To'most Englishmen

~- for we speak in a tongue unhallowed-by

* risk the loss of so precious an advantage as

‘ofir conscience a-reason for. the faith’that is

dispute the possession of power. Like all

 ering our duty were an act of reckless folly.

AN ANARCHIST OX ARARCHT.

‘BY ELISEE RECLUS: -

e word anarchy is
<o evil-sounding that:ordinary readers of the
“Contemporary Review” will ‘probably turn
from these pages with aversion, wondering
how anybody- could haye_the audacity te
write them.. With the crowd of common-
place chatterers we are already "past: praying
for, no reproach is too bitter for ‘us, no’ epi-
thet too iusulting. Public speakers on social
and political subjects find that abuse of an-
archists is an unfailing  passport -to_popular
favor. Every conceivable crime is. laid to
our charge, and opinion, too indolent ‘to
learn the truth, is easily persuaded that an-
archy is but another name: for wickedness
and chaos. Overwhelmed with opprobrium
and hield up to hatred, we are treated on the
principle that the surest way of ‘hanging a
dog is to give it a-bad hame.

. There is nothing surprising' in"all this.{

The chorus of imprecations. with which we
are assailed is quite in the nature of things,

usage, and belong to none of the parties that

innovators, whether they be violent or pacific,
we Lring not peace but a sword, and are in
nowise astonished to.be received as enemies.

Yet it is not with light hearts that we in-
cur so much ilt-will, nor are wé satisfied with
_merely kuowing, that it is undeserved. - To

hpvopula_r_ sympathy without first, patiently.
‘searching out the truth and carefully consid-

To a degree never dreamt of by men who

are vbe_;netunwsisting\y. on the current of ri

public opiniop; are we bound to render to

in us, to strengthen our convictions by study

of ‘nature and mankind, and aboveall, t0{Lon
compare them with that ideal justice - which jth

has been slowly elaborated by- the untold
generations of our zace. This ideal is known
toall, and is almost too trite to need repeat
ing. It exists in the moral teaching of every
people; civilized or savage; every religion has

tried to adapt it to its dogmas and precepts,;
— for it is the idea

 equality of rights and
reciprocity of services. “We are all breth-
ren,” is 2 Saying - ; g

the world to the other, and- the princi

~ universal brotherhood expressed in this say- §

ing implies a &)mp\e(c solidarity of ‘interests
- and efforts.
~ Accepted in its integrity by

limple: souk.

- does not this principle seem to ‘imply as 2
——ulated by modern socialists: “To each ac-

lity: Of a surety there is much dross mixed

his powers?” - Well;-we are simple sauls, and-
we hold firmly to this:ideal of human “moral-

with the pure metal, and: the personal and
collective egoisms_ of families, cities, castes,
peoples and parties have wrought on this
grotindwork .some  startling variations. But
we have not todo here with the ethics. of
selfish iaterests, it is-enough to identify.the
central points of convergence towards which
al] partial ideas more or less tend! ~This
focus of gravitation is justice. = If _humanity
be ‘not.a vain dream, if all our impressions,
all our thoughts, are not pure hallucinations,
one capital fact dominates the history of
man —that every kindred and people yearns
after justice. The very life of humanity-is
but one long cry for that fraternal equity
which still remains unattained.” Listen to
the words, uttered nearly three. thousand
years ago, of old Hesiod, answering ‘before-
hand all those who contend that the struggle
for existence. dooms. us to eternal - strife.
«Let fishes, the wild beasts and birds, de-
vour one another—but our‘law is justice.”:

Yet how vast is the distance that’separates
us from the'justice invoked by the poet in
the very dawn of history! ‘How great is' the
progress we have still to make before we may
rightfully cease comparing ourselves with wild
creatures: fighting for a morsel of carrion! Tt
is in vain that we pretend to be civilized, if
civilization be that-which Mr. Alfred R. Wal-
Jace has drescribed as “the harmony of indi-
vidual liberty with the collective will.” "Ttis,
really too easy to criticise. conternporary, so-
ciety, .its morals;  its conventions, and its
laws, and to show how much its practices fall
short of the.ideal justice formulated by think-
ers and desired by peoples: - To:repeat stale:
censures:is to. risk being  called mere: dis-
claimers, scatterers of voices in the market-
place..  And yet so long as the truth ,is. not
heard, is it not our duty to go on speaking it
in season and out of season? A cincere man
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-| outcast  that  hears it be-riot stupefied .
a | hunger, if he be not one of: those ‘boneless

i- | wha-bitter--thoughts will‘Be - suggeste
sming fromn

‘of thonsands;by the |

fortupate for whom these | ses

and gloom without once raising their_eyes.to
the sun. . - e meet G g
What boots it to the wretched ontcast, bur:
ning ‘with fever or ‘craving for bread, that the
Book of the Christians opens’ the doors"of
heaven more widely to hinthan to the rich?
Besides his present; misery all these promises
of happiness, even if'hé heard' them, would
seem the, bitterest irony.  Does it not ap:
pear, moreover,—judging; by the society 'in .
which the majority of preachers of the ‘gos-
pel most delizht,~—that the words of Jesus
are reversed, that the “Kingdom of God” is
the guerdon of the fortunate of this world,— |
a world where spiritual and’temporal govern-
. ment are on the best of ‘terms, “and religion
leads as sirely: to" earthly“power,as to-hea-
venily-bliss? “Religion-is-a-cause-for:prefer-
ment: irreligion” a_ bar* fo i, asa famous
commentator of the Bible, speaking tohis
sovereign, said'it'ought*to be. .~ @8 .- v ie
When ambition' thus finds -its account in
piéty, and hypocrites practice religion in-or-
der to give ‘what they are'pleased to-call their
conscience -a higher mercantile ¥alue, is it .
surprising that the great army of the hopeless
should forget the way ‘to ‘church? Do they
deceive themselves in thinking that, déspite
official invitation, they would not' always be =
well recieved in the “house of ‘God?” With
out speaking here of churches whose sittings.
| are sold at a price, is it nothing to the'poor ;
to feel themselves arrested on=the threshold =
by the cold looks of ‘well clad mén and the
tightened lips of elegant women?. True,n6 -
wall bars the passage, but an- ubstacle-still:
more formidable stops the way,—the darkat-
mosphere of hatred and disgust which risés

between the disinherited and  the' world’s
clect. 7 o SR s ""',"‘5» L « SRS
-« Yet the first word uttéred by tae:

‘when he stands up in' thé pulpit is: ®
ern,” a word which, by-a:characteristic'di
entiation, has come to mean: no more than
potential “and theoretic' fraternity - with
practical reality.’ Nevertheless; its: primiti
sense has niot altogcther perished, and, if ¢

beings who Tepeat” idiotically. 4ll- they hea

this wordBrethren,”
of men who feel %o it

cording to his nheds, from each according to



e

2

repiesentatives of a heavenly Sovereign, “hol-

 ding their powers by the_grace of God, the
comparison was legitimate; but there are: ye-
ty.few now that make any'claim to this qua-
si-divinity, - Shorn of the sanctions of reli-
gion, they rio longer hold themselves answe-
rable for the general weal, contenting. them-
selves instead with promising good admini-

. stration, impartial justice,-and strict. econo-

my in the administration of public affairs. .

. Let history tell how these promises have
" been kept. Nobody canstudy contemporary
- politics without being struck by the truth. of
“ the words attributed alike to Oxenstierna
' and Lord Chesterfield: £Go. my son, and see

~ with how little wisdom the worldis-govern+
““ed!”.ZIt is now'a matter of -common-know.
Jledge that power, )wl;_ether its:pature be mo-
‘narchic. aristocratic or democratic, whether it
be based on the right of.the sword, of inheri-
tance, or :of ; election, is wielded by men,
neither better not worse than  their fellows,;
but:whose position;exposes them to greater.
temptations' to do. evil. Baised ~above the

end by considering’ themselves essentially. su;
perior- beings;  solicited By - ambition in a
thousand :forms, -by. - vanity, greed, and ca-
price, they are all the more easily corrupted
- that a rabble of interested flatterers is ever
_on the watch'to profit b it vices. And
sing as they
in-all things,
whereby is move

lice—every

 magnifies as it grows It is only

crowd, whom they soon-learn to despise, they:

doa preponderant influence;
holding the powerful . lever;
/ d the immense mechanism of
of the state—functionaries, soldiers, and po-:
one of their oversight, their faults
or their crimes Tepeats itself to infinity and
too true: a
fit of impatience‘in-a Sovereign, ‘a. erooked
ocal word, may. plunge nations | ¢ o<
d be fraught-with- disaster

of their. class. : /How honest;
be, they cannot forget that:
they belong to the rich and powerful, ‘or to
those, less fortunate, who are still on the
lookaut for preferment and honor.. They.are
moreover blindly attached to precedent, and
fancy that ‘practices inherited from their
forerunners must needs be right. - Yet when
we examine official justice without prejudice,
how_many. iniquities do we. find in official
procedure! . Thus the English are scandaliz-
ed—and rightly so— by the French fashion
of examining prisoners,.those sacred beings
who in strict probity ought to be held inno-
cent until they are proved’ guilty; while the
'Freich are disgusted, and not without reas
son, to see English justice, through the Eng-
lish'goverament, publicly encouragg treach-
ery by offering impunity and money to ‘the
betrayer, thereby deepening the degradation
of the debased and provoking acts of shame-
ful meanness which children iRt theif schools,
more moral than. their elders, regard with
unfeigned. horror. B
Nevertheless, law, like religion, plays only
a seconaary. part in contemporary society.
It is invoked but rarely to  regulate the rela-
tions between the poor and the rich, the
powertul'and the weak. ~ These relations. are
the outcome. of economic laws and the evo-
lution 'of a social system based on the equal .
ity of conditions.- = Sanea
. Laissez faire!  Let things alone! have said
the judges of the:camp, Careers are open;
and although the field is covered with corps-
es; although conquerer:stamps on the bodies
of the vanguished, although b
nd the combinatio!
hich they result, the gre
is enslaved: to’ the few,

the prejudices
soever they may

and monop:

t things

onquer, with ready money-thousands

s, expel those who
n” 3 heir dwellings
tht

o |~ -And what are

isppply-and:
ater part of

_ ‘speculations of a single day?

is|a brother, by . a. hardy stroke on the stock

Itivate his. do-

statistician he connts ..the. slain “as onthe
‘evening after a great.battle. - Judge by these
figures. The mean- mortality among the
well-to-do - s, - at- ‘the utmost, oneé in sixty.
Now. the population of Europe being a third -
of-a thousand millions, the ‘average deaths,
according to the rate of mortality among the
[fortunate, should not exceed .five millions.
‘They are three times: five millions! ‘What
‘have we done with these: ten million human
beings killed: before.their time? - If it be true

are we not responsible for the servitude, the
colfi, the hunger, the miseries of every sort,. ,
which doom .the unfortunate to untimely,

with-our_brothers, .

-Ang . the remedies proposed for
the social ifls ‘Which are ‘corjsuming the very
marrow of our bones?  Can charity, as assert
many good souls—who are answered in
chorus by a crowds of egoists—can charity
by any possibility deal with. so vast an evil?
True, we know some devotéd ones who seem
to live oply that they may do good. In Eng:

childless women who are’ constrained to lav-
ish their love on their kind are to found
‘many of those admirable beings whose lives
are passed in consoling the afflicted, visiting
the sick, and ministering to the young. We
cannot help-being _touched by the exquisite
benevolence, the indefagitable solicitude
shown by these ladies towards their unhappy
fellow-creatures; “but, taken even in their en-
tirety, what economic value' can:be attached
to these well-meant efforts? -What sum rep-
resents the charities of a yeanin comparison '
with the gains which hucksters of mogey and
hawkets “of loans ‘oftentimes - make by'the .
ountiful are givinga-cup of tea

that .we have duties, one towards the other, °

deaths?: Race of :Cains, what have we'done -

/.

Jand, abbdve- all, is this the-case——Ameong —
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r preparing a potion for the sick, a father or

exchange or a successful transaction in pro- -
duce, may reduce to ruin thousands of Bnt-
ish workmen or Hindoo‘coolies.  And how:
worthy of respec; soever . may. bl:. _deeds of
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