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. -, THE DREAN IS THINS.”

Anl dmmm such umubh things,

Like shadows cast by brinded wings, -‘
Or echoes, soft, from yonder hills,

That balf the words forget!

5 Unstable, yet how real were they—

The dreams of who lived, we say,

Before their time; whose hearts, whose wills,
In dreams the Future met.

Is Natore a deformity? -

Is Man her one abnormity?

The visionary answered, Nay!

Tod:y hh tones we hear

‘Add Freedom! Freedom! and repeat.

‘We eagerly take-up the lay. - SRR

_The multitude, in feat, S

W h eay attuned to haruher sound;
moment listens—spell-bound,

By thy unstable, steady beam,

As moth to candle’s searching light;
Biit o’er the pathless plain and height
Of earth, born of unplighted troth
Of countless Entities.

Then, man shall be himself—not less;
Refuse, with laughter, to confess

His sins to one by fees upraised

To elevated seat;

Decline, disdainfully, to plead,

““Not guilty” to alleged misdeed;
Probe mysteries, and, unamazed,

His fellow mortals meet,

The Personality shall be ‘

A birthright of manhood made free.

TheGmuhll-uklhbrudtouml r
msmmmwh»wm

By force of arms, nor artifice,

Shall egos be upbourne.

The Weak, the Strong, lhdrnmagth-!uugin
In unison that alfl may live.

hrice weleome dmml

MOULDS..

IT 13 well for people to have an ideal and to live
s near to it as conditions will permit, bu it is sad to
sce an ideal degenerate into a into which the
Pposessor tries to fit everyone else. ideal which
& person holds is simply a conception of what we
would like to be, and which we try to be, while the
mould is a conception of what we think some one else
ought to be and which we try to compel them to be
under pain of our displeasure, ostracism, persecution.

It is, perhaps, all right for one who claims to be a
reformer, for be or she is trying to mould the world,
society or people over,—to re-form them. But for
all that it is quite annoying, for it is impossible fur
any two persons to think exactly alike o all proposi-
tions. Why, then, should we want to have any onc
liye or act according to our notions?

Am:chmmyhnﬂah.htlumm




_chance, succeed. The failure of governments
* s no reason why we should be discouraged;

“ solved to take our own cause Into-our own

. cherished wish,.an ideal that belongs to us

_hovered before subject peoples like a heaven-
* ly-dream. - The little. that each of us can do

- the combat.’ On these terms life is good—

o wbwh‘gny other progress is merest mockery

moralnymt.hebeggzuannsgate;1 If it were.
- “ true that civilized Iandsdldnotprodncefood
. enoughfort’ﬂ,lt “might be said that, by ir-

~~ should content themselves with the. crumbs
: dﬁrﬁlﬁrm!rthe feasters’ table. In a famr-

\ %

_ AN ANARCHIST O 'mncnr. .

BY ELISEE RECLUS-

- |'sum_total of provrsrons produced, or received | veloped. ‘A _man can be truly moral only ’
in exchange for manut:actures, is more than|Wwhen he is his own-master. From the mo-

_|enough for the sustenance of 'the people

ment when he awakens to a comp'ehenston s
of that which is_equitable and good it is for /

ET . |Evenjin times of partial dearth, the graneries | him to direct his own movements, to seek in

HENCE we may say “that in® “fetting those:
whom they govern — and the responsrblllty
for whose fate they thereby accept—waste by
wan!, sink undér exposure, and deteriorate by
vice, the leaders of modera.society have com-
mitted moral bankruptcy. .~ But' where the S
‘masters have come short, free men may, per-

Notwithstanding waste and prodigality..-de- | P
sprte the enormous losses arising from mov-
";1& about and.“handling” in warehouses and self-by their own volition following the same
R e ops, there is-always-enough-to- feed-gener- { line of conduct.— Mutual example will soon. =
ously all the world. And yet there some who constitute a collective code of ethics to which
die of hunger! And yet there are fathers who
krll their children because when the little

and warehouses have but to open their doors | his conscience reasons for his actions and to
that ‘every“one may. have a sufficient share. perform them simply, without either fearing

unishment or looking for reward. - Never-
theless his will cannot fail to be strengthen- X
ed when he sees other men guided like him- -

all may conform without effurt; but the ‘mo-
ment that orders, enforced by legal penalties,
replace the personal impulses of the con-

on the contrary, it shows to us the danger of | Onces cry for bread they have none to give science, there is-an end to morality. Hencé

entrusting to others the guardianship “of our them.

rights, and makes usall the more firmly re-
care. We are ' not among’ those -whom the and s
practice of social hypocrisies, the long weari-
ness of a crooked life, and the uncertainty of
the future have reduced to the necessity of
asking ourselves—without ‘daring to answer
it—the sad question: —Is life-worth-living?**

Yes, to us life does seem worth-living, but on
the condition that it has an end — not per-
sonal happiness, not a paradise, either in this
world. or the next, but the realization of a

and springs from eur-inhermost conscience.
We are stnvmg to draw nearer to that ideal

offers an ample recompense: for ‘the perils: of

even a life of . suﬁ’errng and sacrifice—even,

though it' may be cut shon by prematqre

death. !
The ﬁrst condmon of equahty"‘wnhout

—the object of all socialists without excép-

tlon —is that every man. shall have bread.
To talk of duty, of renunciation, of ethereil‘
virtues to the fam-hmg. is’ nothmg les§ than
cowardice. Dives has no Tight to preach

er.

tue of ‘1@ competmons, bread should bé-re-{
served for, the strong, and that the weak

Iy where love prevails things are not ordered

in this way; on the contrary, the small and | trd
themlmgreceuethcfullenmamre, yet 1t
is evident that dearth may strengthen the-
hndsohhe violent and make the strong
of bread. . But are our modern.
societies really reduced to these straits? On
the contrary, whatever may hethenlned
Malthus® forecast as to the distant future, it
uummm&umum
umdwdmm

pns’ tgee s TOOts.

a few of the land which belongs to all.

the saying of the Apostle -of the Gentiles,

Others may turn their eyes from these hor-| “the law makes sin,”. Even more, it is $in it-
TorS; We socrallsts 1ook them full in the face,

self, because,’ mstead of appealmg t0 ‘mian’s
better part, to his bold initiative, it “appeals

out the cause. The cause is the|y; his worst—it rulés by fear. It thus be-.
monapoly of the soil, the appropriation by |hooves every one to resist laws that he has!
We | not made, and to.defend his personal rights;
Anarchists are not the only ones to say it: which are also the rights .of others.” People
the cry for the nationalization of the land is
|rising so high that
wilfully close their ears.

often speak of the antoganism between rights
add duties. It i s anempty phrase; there is no

Il may hear it who do not such antoganisi, . Whoso vindicates his own=
The idea spreads rights fulfils at the same

fast, for private property, in its present form, | his fellow-men. Prmlege, "0" "S“t: “isthe
has had'its day, and’ historians are every %

where testifying that the -old Roman law is Besrdes the possesslo :
not synonymous with eternal justice.
out doubt it were vain to, hope that “holders

of the soil, saturated with ideas of caste, of honored words of Mahabarata are as true® as
equality. which, century after century, has privilege and of inheritance, will voluntarily fiever: “The ignorant .are’ not the fnends “of
give back to all the bread yielding furrows, the wise; the man who has no cart.is not the
the glory will not be theirs of joining as | friend of him who has.a cart. _ Friendship.
equals their fellow citizens; but when pubhc
opinion is ripe —and day by day it grows—

individuals will oppose in vain the concourse{ some e ERLY
of wrlls, and the axe will be applied to the: ntude, but if the attachment of their follow-
Arablc land will be held | € irers
‘once more in coquqrn, but mstead of’ bel_g_
ploughed' and sown almost. at ‘hazard by ig
norant hands, as it has bltherto been, science
will aid us in the choice of climate, of soils, ,must almost. Of &

| of*methods of culture;: of fertilizers and-of exeptional

‘machinery: Husbandry ‘will be guided by
the same. prescience as m mechznml combina-
nations and ‘chemical operauons, but the 0

fruits of his toil will not be lost to the- labor- |in rank- exalted, k moﬁlly degraded and.
y _so-called savage ¢ soclenes hold

me his - duty- to

converse of duty

a man S own per— %

With- | son, sound" morality- involves :yet - another

condition —mutual- goodwill, which is like-"
wise the outcome: of equality. . The: ume-

the daughter of equality. never bornp of ..

inequality.”. Whitou

pathy,-or by strength of will, xo win the mul-

s otherwise than of an ~—~
iden; to idea, or

his partisans and sycophanis are more degra-
ded still; they wait tor:the word of command
| which fall from the: master's lips; when they




thelr .eonversation, or humble with whom we
have“deigned”. to associate. . Are ‘they not
rather our equals, those whosc looks neither
implore nor command, and whom we may
love with open hearts wnthout afterthought
or reserve?

It is to live in condmons of equality, and
-escape from the falsehoods and hypocrisies
of a society of superiors and inferiors, that so
many men and women have formed them-

~ selves into close corporatlons and little
worlds part*

America abounds in communities of this
sort. - But these societies, few of which pros-

" per while many perish, are all ruled more or
* less by force; they carry within themselves
the seeds of their own dissolution, and are
reabsorbed by Nature’s law of gravitation in-
to the world which they have left. . Yet even
were they perfection, if.men enjoyéd in them |
the highest happiness of which naturé is ca-
pable, they would be none the less open to
the charge of selfish isolation, of raising a
wall between themselves and the rest of their
race, their pleasures are egoistical, and devo-
tion to the cause of humanity would draw
~ back the best of them into the great struggle:

As for us Anarchists, never will we sepa-
 rate ourselves fiom the world to build a little

* church hidden'in some wilderness., Heére is
the fighting ground and we remain in the
ranks, ready to give our help wherever it may

be most needed. We do not cherish prema-
ture hopes, but we know that our efforts will
not be lost. .~ Many of the lgnorant. who ei-
ther out of love of routine or simplicity of!
soul now anathematize us, will end by associ
- ating themselves with eur cause.  For every
_ man: whom circumstances permit to join us
freely, ‘hundreds are hindered by the harsh
jecessitiés of life from openly avowing their
pinions, but they listen from afar and che-
1 our words in the treasury of their hearts.
e are defending the cause of
sinherited, the suffering: we
:esﬁgnﬂ:,e;oxhcm the earth, per- |

nce in the future; and is!]

l‘e& on which side

1gh makmg no, pre-

enabled to disregard their behests and to
act on our own free will. Ours be it to let
slip none of these ‘ occasions, and to aceept
tranquilly whatever ‘personal - consequences
may result from doing that which we believe
to be our duty. “In no case will we strength-
en authority by appeals or petitions, neither
shall we sanction the law by demanding
justice from the “cpurts, nor by giving our
votes and influence to any candidate whatso-
ever, become the authors of our own ill-for-
tune? - It is also easy for us-to accept noth-
ing from power, to call no man ‘master,”
neither to be ‘called “master” ourselves, to
remain in the ranks as simple citizens and to
maintain resolutely, and in every circum:
stance, our quality ofequal among equals:
Let our friends judge us by our deeds,7and
reject from among those of us who falter.

_There . are  ungestionably many kind-
hearted men who, as yet, hold -themselvs
aloof from us, and even view our efforts with
a certain apprehension, who would neverthe-
less gladly lend us their help were they not
repelled by fear of the violence which nearly
always accompanies revolution. And yet a
close. study of the present state of things
would show them that the supposed period
of tranquility in which we live is really an age
of cruelty and violence.  Not to speak of war
and its crimes, from the guilt of which no
civilized State is free, can it be denied that
chief among the consequences of the existing
social system are. murder, maladies and
death? Accustomed order is maintained by
rude deeds and brute force, yet things that
‘happen every day and every hour pass unper-
ceived; we see in them a series of ordinary

events no more p..enomenal than times. and

seasons. It seems less than impious to-rebel
against the cycle of violence and repression
which comes to us hallowed by the sanction
of ages.  Far from desiring to replace an era
of happiness and peace by an age of disor-
de d warfare, ourvséle aim is to putan end
: . of calamities which ‘has |-

‘of things that” they should be.
‘ olence, prompxed' ;
i\i a feeble

with his oppressors, ‘ that oﬂ'xcml ]ustlce ag-
gravates his wrongs; in a word, if whole class-
es and populations are unfairly used and -
have no hope- of finding in the society to
which they belong a redresser of abuses, Is it
not certain that they will resume their inher-
ent right of vengeance and execute it without
pity? :Is not this indeed an ordinance of Na-
ture, a consequence of the physical law of
shock and counter-shock? It were unphilo-
sophie-to-be surprised at-its existence.- - Op-——
pression has always been answered by vio-
lence.

Nevertheless, if great human evolutions are -
always followed by sad outbreaks of personal
hatred it is not to these bad passions that
well wishers of their kind appeal when they
‘wish to rouse the motive virtues of enthusi-
aswi, devotion and generosity. If changes
had no other result than to punish op-
pressors, to make- them suffer in their turn,
to repay evil with evil, the transformation
would be only in seeming. - What boots it to.
him who truly loves humanity and desires
the happiness.of all that. the slave becomes
master, that the master is reduced to servi-
tude; that the whip changes hands, and that
money changes from one pocket to the other?-
It is not the rich and the powerful whom we
devote to destruction, hut the institutions
which have favored the birth and growth of
these malevolent beings. - It is the medium
which it behooves us to alter, and for this
great work we must reserve all our strength;
to waste it in personal vindications were the
merest puenhty - “Vengeance is the pleas-
ure of the gods,” said the ancients, butit is
not the pleasure of self-respecting “mortals;
for they know that to become. their own
avengers would be to lower themselves to the
lewel of their former oppressors. If we would
rise superior to our adversary, we must, after’
vanquishing him, maxe him bless his defeat.
The' revolutionary device, “For our liberty .
and for yours,” must not be an empty word.

“The people in all times have felt:this; &nd

: after _every tempo triumph the generosity
;| of the victor has r:;{teta ed i}
the past. It js a constant fact that in all*se-* =

naces of
rious popular movem.ents, made for an idea,

Y | ﬁllstliesd‘dl' ith high *

hope of ‘a better: tune, and above all, the .~ R




bad cause stimulates his soldiers with promis-
es of booty; a benevolént man who cherishes
a noble object encourages his companions b‘g
‘the example of his own devotion and self:
sacrifice. For him-faith-in: his idea:is enough.
As says the proverb of the Danish peasants:
“Ris will is his paradise.”. What matters*it
that he is treated as & visionary? ¢ Even tho’
his: undertaking were only & chimera, he
knows nothing more beautiful and sweet
than the desire to act rightly--and:do good;
in Comparison with this ‘vulgar-realities. are
for him but shadows,-the aparitions:of.an in~
W s‘.m"",““'""'“‘“"‘f:"- % ° o 43 rec &5

if we may not share it with others;qi is
sweeter: for. us to wander-with -the wretched
and:-outcast than to" sit, crowned with rases,
at the banquets of the rich. We are weary
of these inequalities which’ make us the ene-
mies:of each other; we would put an end to

hostjle collision, and all.of whtich arise from
the bondage of the weak to the strong under
the form of slavery, serfage and service. Af-
ter so; much hatred we long-to love each
other, and for this reason are we enemies: of
private.proper X

oaedn S . .

the furies which are ever bringifig men into:

ty.and.despisers of-the law.—

not.as-“wise as Solomon” he needn’t get mad
ahoutit: -~ = S e

The First Spiritual Socisty meets G. A. R. Hall®
First and Taylor sts, as follws: Conference, 1t a m” ”-

Lyceum, 12:30. Lecture and tests 7:45° p..m. ‘every
Sonday. : Eveaybody is invited, - Sy D

SOLIDAIRTY, the fearless and epergetic advocate
of Anarchist-Comunism, is again being published :in
New York, at 50 East:First street. 'Price 60 cent$
per year. Send all money to R. Edelmann, Axrling,
ton, New Jersey. v

DEATH.

But our ideal is not a chimera. This, pub-
lic-opinion well knows; for'no-questidn nrore:
occupies it than that of social transformationy
Events are casting their shadows before.
Among men who think is there, one who in
some fashion or-another is niot a socialist —
that is to say, who has' not_his own little
-scheme' for changes in economic relations?
Even the orator who noisily denies that there
is a socioal question affirms the contrary. by
a thousand propositions. - And those .who

they not' also’ socialists? < They think they
‘have found in a past; restored: after ‘modern.
ideas, conditions of social justice which will
establish for:ever the brotherhood of man.
Alb ave awaiting the birth of 2 new. order:of
things; all ask themselves, some with misgty-
ing, others with hope, what:the-morrow - will
bring forth. . It will-not :come with empty
hands. - The century which has witnessed so
many grand discoveries-in the world of sci-
__ence cannot pass away:without giving us still
greater: conquests. - .Industrial appliances,
‘that: by a single electric. impulse make the
- same thought vibrate through five continents,
have distanced -by--far -oursocial morals,-
which are yet in many: regards. the outcome
of reciprocally: hostile interests.-  ‘The axis is
displaced; the world must crack that its equi
librium may be restored. In spirit revolution
is ready; it 1s already .thought
_willed; there only remains its realiz ang
this is not the most difficult part, of-the work.
The governments of Europe: will soon have
reached the limits of -the expansion of their
- power and find themselves face to face with
their | increasing . populations. - Th
bundant activity which w itself in
-tant_wars mnst then find employme
home—unless.in their folly the shepherds
the;people should try to exha!u:: r
_gies by setting Europeans
asithey have so often d
that in this way they may |
:Ifm the social question, {)
iter each postponement .m
m—‘ g 2

wouldlead: us back to the Middle Ages, are|.

- @he Lettex- Box.
R. W., Lents, Or.—Read the -article from Elisee

Reclus, and you will find’out what we are “‘aiming
e T

gave us much pleasure. We_ will continue.to send

til the tide comes in.. The questions are sent to Miss
Viroqua Daniels, Our best greetings.

U. T., Cannon Falls,Minn.—We don't see things
quite that” way. Of_course we 'd like 16 have the
[crowd with us, but knowing that we are right, we

until - they .come ‘over ‘to us.

jority with arguments
10t consi in a tice we

We

, ly
condemn.

r

X., City—No, we are not prohibitionists; we be-
lieve in letting everybody do as he pleases. Our
*beer drinking German comrades’—as you call them—
who support THE FIREBRADD in_proportion -mote
than’ any oihér. people, ‘are of mich mpre help to, us
‘than spook-conjuringteetotalers, a few of whom read
the paper but do not take'any further interest.
. M. 1., City.—VYes, we have read the article in the
People’s Party Post about Anarchism, and had quité
a ‘Yjob” to find all the unpopular .words.in Webster’s,
Dictionary which Mr Gib—pardon! ‘ ““Nescia . No-
men’ uses. But we are not surprised as ‘you  think,
because we never expected enything else from a man

sophical—rather, metaphysical—trash.:_ Itis useless
10 argue with a man who is subjugated to authority
from the top to the botfom, who is a' slave. in mind
and body, The rhyme he Gites and ‘attributes'ta the
Anarchists is very often used by Populists and mem-

prersen who is avowedly NOT an Anarchist, and to

L. G. and J, ‘M. L., Shelby, Mich.—Your-ietier

you the paper; your appreciation is sufficient pay un- |*

can well afford to be in the minority, fighting the ma- |°

. | uses of sex.come to be rightly” understood, 0o -pros~ . .

whose mind-is atterly.covered with:cohwebs of - theo- |-

bers of the K. of L, but nevet by Anatchists; it ap- |
[ peared in THE FIREBRAND in an article wrilteo by a

70 MONOPOLY: LIFE =
5 70 LABOR. . :
THE WAY ﬁxnn?‘lﬁnwlﬁéi-‘ikﬁ:mw BR EMPLOVED
- By MARY E. SQUIRE. 3

the ultimatum: - Thus.far,

Plutocracy is given
3 Rgﬂotl Price Ten Cents.

, and no farther, *
s the author, - -
i i, Poiem O
| BEGEPTIVF_AND IMPARTIVE H
“u.h,,ém* 1......;.5. lgfi ;
Labor .. E,-‘&‘(—‘“’!@"&!

189% Tuirn ST,

- “ U BY HENRV.ADDIS

inga treati: the <Philosc 5

their G_'miﬁe.d;. on 'e__ nosophy of I'?uman Wants and
= e Priee, 10 Cents. ; ‘
HEenry ApDIs 23 SO Firebrand. Cffice

Anything“More My Lord?
" BY'LOIS WAISEBROQKER. ** 127
Dealing with"thé" population ‘quéstion and
the use of contracepts: - Extracts: 1
““Has not the miner’s wife as good a righ
cocther 4 the Wi of the mliseciice. Cuaitly. the
has, and.a- moral' right-'to: enough' of : the . world’s -
mot

wealth to meke her-comfort cbutafter
aviug robbed her of.thi lb)::;osed ;

¥ p ‘ﬁ%

ht, it/ig ho:
it be made the basis of still ﬁr‘zh‘gr"mb
women's place end work, together with ’l{e ‘

pective moiher will lack any possible comfoat.”; . ' -
““What we wect {0 1o 12 to Sevelop semeloes tone-
fold and round-out our Own natures, to suround our- .;
selves  with' all that tends to’ do 'this,; ‘dn-'
his not for the ‘sake of children; but because of the
love of so doing, and we need to take no thought;te
have no fear that our children will not folldw'.;g_e law, "

1t like producing like.” =
?_rip'e Iojcenta, at

Reform

Wer'efore Investiga
Lois Waisbroker,  This
story. 1t presents the
inan entertaining_and :
one can read it without benefit: Price 50 ct

n mtknowudgemebritzx of the Post uudeu awate Ltggr'?;k.oonnt:" By J°“"_ z
e |of.the fact. - - : ; just and practical-money. system,
T e e sﬂver‘,e‘ehsptf etloligh 10" mieet all wof”
“Don’ ” people. PriceSoets. i o arRady
[Ho “Don't Like Us Any Nore.”. Colu’s Finanelal Sehool. 1y W f. Hrver,is
5 S L ; on ver question ed;
- To THE FIREBRAND:—It seems - am-too | —Priceascts. - ..“__A‘,I.,_;, o S‘TU,.( e
ignorant - to contribute td your learned and Why quemeng n:it all? hAphilooophieil ex-
ey e | A e O
| Please don’t send THE FIREBRAND to me O dlm, ﬂplgi:, m ol
any more. Sincerely; = : cdges, $1.50; paper, SOCERlS, . ¢ Lo i
Bt s D. PriestiEy. |News from Nowhere; oran Epoch of Rest. A
Newberg, Or., April 27, 1895, - o] ¢ 'i""“l the m’w ﬁm
Soﬁr;‘:ypognphnlmmbav&:omn— i{:m «mwt&«mm
btcd g e -"-ﬂﬁ : 38 I urry all the latest reform lite ks
hol'a:‘b&lW» :%‘::' lﬂ;'&f“i‘:’: ind hooks. w..uoe‘-.pmmqpu?z}:
w‘. e m 9 m i s K wosks . can:
bor, and we had thought ‘him too'sensible 2 i Ak g B O G e R T
man to notice such trifies: < Even if one be | W, K. Jones, 291 Ader 8¢., Portand, Oz
2 i ¥ 5 A8 $ ¢ il gt Y ».,('“-‘;e % RS S N



