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UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.
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most uneducated know far more than pro-
fessors.about political economy- in- things
+ | where their own interests are’ at “stake: the
thmgs they see and touch, their “work, their
1daily lifel” Most assuredly they can form;an

/| opinion on all quesuons that ‘touch} them,

when put to them in a stmghtfomrd way::
They know full well if they like their master,

“ | who has not dOne a stroke of work, to  take
. |the greater part of their Jabor.

They know

“*Nor could the  parliamentary system yield
other results, The community at-large has
not a single common interest, but it necessé
rily has many of a diverse and often opposne

* character, which cannot be regulated by
same individnal or by the . .same assemb!

* Any authority which leglslates on every

: ]ect and for: everybody must need. be'.ar

_Ledependent' bec:

ines hlmself free

while on the other ‘hand he tamely sub
to any law that may be unposcd upon

‘_ scepge SR
These remarks on parlnmenunm m pr

2

te(ed and enhghtened. But' what shall
say of the franchise exercised by a mob' steep-

. superstition, and at the me 'of 2 cunning
- minority in the' exclusive possesslon of wealth
‘and power, and which holds at - jts absolute
: dxsposnl the means of éxistence mdupensable
to the ma;onty? Asa mle the Root electoe

-ponble product, andas to

ed'in poverty, brutalized by ignorance' and i

use of the riches oftheir commune or.cc intry
if they had the necessary data astto the dis.

ducuon and the needs

. the victim of an 1llusxon, and in reality. he s the
a slave in'whose hand has been placed a toy e

full well if they like ‘military setvice ornot. |
They would know well enongh how to ‘makey th

scleuce mth his tendemess and duty to his
famnly, and compel him either to. sell his
conscxence or refuse- xhose he loves a: life'a
httle less mlserable, or at feast a temporary :

mean; “when - the employers, or the govetn-
‘ment, or t& parties can: make theu' depen-
under the inspection’. of . their

rehef«of their daily suﬂ'enngs. The vote is :
secret OUr opponents say. ‘But what does that




QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

1. GIVEN: the present revolution, any time with-

in the néxt ten years is a success on all lines of re-}

formy liberty (without any exception clause); the wo-
man_suffrage question; finance; transportation; the
land quertion, with all its resources; the utter ex:
tinction of all: monopolizs, monarchies, plutocracies,
oligarchies; what would the masses do with the silu-
‘ation?

2. Reforms move slow, except at the ﬂood tide of
necessity: take a retrospective view for tén centuries
in the religious and political worlds; has not the re-
action-in each case been worse for-the masses?

3, Must not the intellect of the masse; be brought
1o a certain evolutionary point, belore any- reform
cap become permanent?—IJ do ngr mean the intellect
of the few because that condition hegets tyrants, oli-
garchs, exploiters.

Ty above quesnons were sent to me, and

.1 was requested to answer them through

THE FIREBRAND,

They are pretty big questions to tackle,
and I make no pretension of being seer or
oracle. However, I am willing to record my
ideas about them, though T do not wish what
1 write to be taken as my final conclutons,
for I may think differently: respeeting them
next year. ‘What I think to day is not not,
in every instance what I thoaght yesterday.

1. The present “line of r forin,” if every
“ist” and “ism” is included, are so at vari-
ance with one another, that I canuot figure
out a way for all of them 'to be sticcessful at
one time; and if “hbeny (wuhout an except-
jon clause)” were miraculously- thrust upon
us within ten years, the masses would—*its
too technical for me!”

Human beings and every other growmg‘

' thing, whether animal or ' vegetable, that I
have observed, are, toa great emcnt, crqa-
tures of HABIT.

Primitive man; according to-all accoums,,
was, intellectually, ‘but a trific in’ advance of

. the lower animals. ' His possnbxhtces were
certainly greater. Man’s advancement is un-
_ questionably limited only' by his powers ror
" developing his perceptive facultics; and: by
* his capabilities for overcoming habit, J
- el iberty, without an exception clause,”
'means the reaching by man of a state of per-{!
" fect knowledge. relating to his. ‘associations
‘with his fclIOWmen, and the 1qulsmon of
sufficient insight to enable him to unerringly
adapt ‘himself to his: surroundings;-it- means

‘the total’ destrucnon of:ali our customs  per-i&

taining:t to Aindustry and exchange, for Autho,
rity. either entlrely and directly oversees the
‘minutest detalls of the work of productlon
-and the disposal of the finished product, or
_ brings to bear upon ‘the"toilers a strong in-

. direct mﬁnence, it meansa complete trans-

: formatxon in our !fabns of living, for we are |
enslaved by our: appeutes, by our styles og

1and political gods, and by social convention-

alities, all of them 'connected, mora or less
closely, with our commercial serfdom.

The handlmg of the situation” of “Jiberty
without an'exception clause,” by the masses,
composed of perfect individuals, would pers
haps be similar ten years hence to the hand-
ling of the situation a hundred years later;
but what the probable conduct of unblemish-
ed humanity might be, my imaginnion ref-
uses to portray.

The questioner may object to the scope
,gnven to the question; I defend the apparent
licence taken by reminding him that_the op-
inions of different persons regarding “liberty,
without an exception clause” are bound to
vary. Quite likely there are some _people
who suppose (I'll not say think) that that pre-
cise degree of liberty. is: granted us by “our.
constitution.” But let us come down a little
and look at the reforms specified.

" ‘Woman suffrage agitation is good in so far
as it dispels the notion of womans natural
inferiority to niun, lessérs the restrictions
that retard her- dev .lopmcnt, and enlarges
mans conception of truth: in shart, the agi-
tation is beneficial when it increases freedom
of thought and action. As'a panacea for the.
aggregation of ills of our distracted society —
failure, is branded on all sides of it, for suf-
frage, male or fvinale, is mér=ly abait fasten-
ed toithe political machinervito coax: the po-
pulace to tolerate the government trap.

That division-of the “rabble”to whom li-
berty signifies more than ‘equality before
the law” is deter, neq on the extermination
of the governmental species of despotism.

The admission of women into ‘politial
jobs would diminish not an .atom_ the : prin-
‘cnples of tyranny inseparable from the state,

If I must submit to: dlctatorshlp, that is,
be a slavcr At is ummportam to me whether

1 have one or many rilers, or "what theu' sex, |
color, cteed or nationality . may be. ©The
only mtexestmg feature I: find attached ta
the affair i is the amount of . Authority assum:

lntroducuon of a “safe, sound and ﬁexlble

currency, “or really “honest money” not of
the<gold: bug”nor“silver—bug”strlpe A hope-
Tess task; for- the -reason -thatthe instant-a
pnce js put upon ‘a  product, - dishonesty be
g;ns. Y.

start mth, and metal or paper “‘promlscs ta
pay”. try | in vain to hide the fact from prying
eyes, or evade the reckoning time fails not

to bnng, for:“natyre is true, and not a'lie.”
" Tt is utterly impossible to “measure accur-
atly the value of one person ’s labor, for

: :dress and omamentanon, by our rchgrols’

ceiis a fraud to |

onithe: principle of, “From each accordmg to.
. abtllty, to each: accordtng to  need”” ;
2 state’ supervlslon if you pIeaseg We, cannm:

menand physical ex;;ertness of ancestors,
and to trainig bestowed upon the workers by
their immediéte pxedece§ ors, If, as so
mahy people insist, each laborershould have
undisputed possession of every articlehis toil
produces, or its equivalent in money or other
product, when his part  shall’ ‘have  been'
picked out from the inextricable tangle, the

miscellaneous ancestral shares’ must decay

for want of claimants,: or some one will get

more of the spoil than ke is entitled to. X

. The custom of hoarding may have. easxly A
begun, with the attempt to parcel off each =~
one’s plunder, no matter how procured; by
handicraft, - priestcraft,’ statecraft, or com

mercial craft. The shrewdest hoarder is al-

ways “Somebody”, and money imperialism :
is not a mild form of oppression. ' The hoard-

ing. of fictitious wealth, —deeds, bonds,

money etc,—can be more extensivly indulg-

ed in than the laymg up of perishable goods.

Price and debt are' boon compauions,

Theze never was an honest debt, for the
“debtor.is a slave.” ' Without price on which
to hang a2 cumbrous and intricate. exclnngc
system, money with “intrinsic value,” “ﬁat.
money,” ur “Labor Exchange “certificates”
would benmenues, and “finance reform”
ditto. Price precedes and insures proﬁt(nnd
loss); possession’of piled up profits propagates .
power; power is privilege to pinch. Finance .
réform is one of the straws the drownmg
Pinchers are just now catching at. If they
are to keep their heads' above water, the
herd must be made to fight over something: -
national pride, religious prejudices, popular
suffrage, labor caste, the money quesnon
with its welcome chance for hau'sphttmg-—
anything -to keep the Eattle bellowing and
pawing  the “earth; and an assortment of
goods is. requqred o urge them to extrem
ities. .
Isee but ohe way: to. seme the labor
question;’ repudiate’ all - titles rand claxms‘
except those of occupancy and use. Rent‘
of every deacnpuon is ob]ecu‘
fest on mortage, smglt' tax, 3
‘the hired nran-pays-to “his emfﬂoyer— are no o
whiter than the plam, unvarnished, old fash- i
toned rentir 97 i

The dlﬂ‘xculues which beset tra..gpomnon
‘might’ be: overcom' a’ general strike of the :

(3

factory hands, etc.y etc. a stnke, not fo of
Riatives-for their hard: lot, but- fonL the 'Drs~ . -
'POSSESSION OF THE ExpLorrERs  When the :
masses have. taken their 0wn, “conduct: trans- !
portatlon and all other industrial *eencertis’

No

the luxury o pubhc servants” much
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5 de and maddock wnh
s roublesome as | rank, who with spa
; i::gei:; l:;:d:s h:’lleyc a::"a:ntts we hear so|sore heart and empty wallet, daily comes in
i h:t,; 8 T 3 rtation appliances are | contact . with reality and can pass' the ‘cheat
: but:ca &a:::n ofratlll:p(:ozls tha‘t’pshould be | no farther?”” The speculative lie is a nev(;
comrmon stock for the convenience of the shape for the Old Lie of dominion an
holé people. - subjection -that mankind has ever. b;en
' o # - - - . . .
With- the “utter extinction of monopohes proclaiming and dlsclmmmg.{ x“:::“m:t”e::
_must come the extinction of ‘“monarchies, l;c&n ’é’“m:d’ was it worse fo
1 A gt : latter ink nof o
plutocrac;es and o“%-‘::: :?;;;t;‘:;s.the y 3. If the .people’s .achx.evcmems depe:nd
Saar ke a monopolis 1 from | WPOR the actiou of their minds, and I think
pog:,;e;:? iﬁdgfneg(f;’n zoﬁf;,%t::nhemoc. that to be the case, then their intellectual
@ .‘ racy, are built upon profiis, though they de{:elo]:.cmenf is the xmpomnt faotqr . m
' eform:
may be called- by other names; commercial | T e il
monopoly, likewise,  attaids supremacy from A body of revolutionists caunot "'.f;:d Ehe
~ profits. Power and glory inevitably keep.|ground they gain, if the lack compre .CDSIO:
pace with the filling of the strong box’ and ?f the new OPWH?BI;:% or gz:m;;;ﬂ::n
the swelling of the putse./ When power be-|108 advantage of them. : h
mes a' boast, depend upon it, a full purse proved that for us, for although they threw
‘l:sobehmd it i ; off the yoke of one pack of oppressors, they
~As fast as the exploited. see_the fraud - of | turned the tiniest bit in their tracks afxd bex-u
: one kind of profit-mongering, new instutions | for the new yoke of the taskmasters in their
- aré invented'and introduced by stealth. - = [midst; , e,
2. My view of the religious and political| < The monopoly of ¢ leafmflg’.’ is one of' ‘tge
- world for ten centuries’ back is exceedingly | hardest to combat. Artificiality is so easily
defective ‘my opportunities for ~historical | taken for developement; .then, too, a O_HCSld
‘researcht having been-very limited, - - |ed cultivation of the braip organism is the
In the narrations of those time that I have |rule. “I.ntcllgctt.xal t)"fl"“" sounds paridoxical
.seen, precious httle space was’ wasted telling [and he is a reality owing to deﬁc“'}' ‘cnlture
about the masses, Apparently they were|of the “bunch” of universal good will, or the
“not in it.” ' But if permitted to judge the absolute i ignoring of that mental pecuhamy,
g the..wt by present conditions, may we ‘not and also to the fostering care lavxshed upon
' ppcars : evet@pbﬁya:hm '{: :e?f-etteem. The latter “bunch’ i is a curious
ciety transpired nmply ause the .ol e Uik
loctlil mill had ground the last thing that Qﬁ‘b‘?ﬂ‘?:; lTh;e:@;:;eF;:Yover b
' could run through it, and the effort to. force | clown in "h’lc‘; ol :;n i iuperioj' oy
it to do further duty termmnted in a smush to exhibit his fine pers e
G« - ‘| tion; he may be a worhsped or bated despot,
i “PWhy Adald e conclude that “the reac-|and conventionally'circumspect; ot lhe ma!y
tion in each ca.sé" was worse for_the masses? | be a consistent and preusticu: o?::; :lxln::u“;
. What would have been their fate had the old |so tenacious Of:“ mil‘feg::nch o egonsts of
order been retamed to. eternity, the order BPl:: f°§‘;‘;" v "” ¢
: -heeltku!m T CAUDEYS.
ot‘ fixed in- the exact groove- wher T ore 'me‘ans o
cdm"ed as far as possxble dy influentisl

SR

'bcen £

the tshame an mdlgo bag. Nevertheless when they he
| somethi

rine of “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth” -in_season 'and out' of season, but
figting -courage  must have for an associate
courage to abandon customs,pr the klllmg
will be of no avail. !

VIROQUA D.wu:x.s.

The Work of Propogamia.r

It may be interesting to the comrades to know how
the propoganda is progressing on the Western Corst.
There is here a_ rich field for work, *“Times” and

the meatal conditidn of the people make propogands

: very easy work. I found that one comrade in Taco-

¢;-who-has a little tailor shop ~
at 1542 R.. R.n—bad in less than eighteen .
month, started such'a wave of anarchistic sentiment
that a goodly number of persons are avowed- anarch-
ists, while many more seemed *‘almost pursuaided.”
The Gleanis Co-operative Colony has, through his
interest in its wellfare, and his expaosition of anarchist
principles, become much nearer an anarchist settle-
ment than a nationslist colony, as ‘origonally design-
ed. He has also carried the propoganda into the
Free Church, and convinced. one of the Episcopal
ministers that he<the minister—is an anarchist-com-
This minister is now p hing a series of
sermons to prove that Jesus Chnst was an anarchist-
communist.  The. revolutionary sentiment “around
Tacoma is quite strong; although no public meetings
are held-—except an occasional “‘silver” meeting,

Yet the propaganda is growing. =
In Seattle I found cosiderabl activity in pushing
various schemes, such as the ‘‘single tax" “free sil-
ver” and the referendum. Luckily the state social- >

B "W%Wﬂs&'ﬁ; a8 dic-

and ready to learn of something better. - Some of
them' were anxious to know more about anarchism
and where to get literature. ' The populists and more
reasonable single-taxers were usually willing to hear
what anarchlsm isand gave it favorable considera-.
tion. The revolutiomry spirit is strong ‘and while
the *‘silver craze” has but little effect on the thinkiog
public it is stirring many - of the business and profes-
sional men into willingness tolearn the _cause of ¢co-
nomic and industrial troubles. * Almost any wotking_-
man can give them ) pointels.

" Before 1 went fo Seattle the only’ propoglnd w-
ried on'in ' the city was a little by the German com-
rades. . No newsdealer in the city had sny anarchist

| literature of any dscripnon Allhongh only a few

| copies of THE FIRDERAND had, been going; ¢
| heard it ‘mentinned in &  number of places and noone. - U
condimned it We' fonned -a club, lo .be ulled lbe

i the ub to meet m he Umversny i
Park eve:y Sunday afternoon, A
At Whatcom I found the people blue enough to




g

- the farmers along the Snoqualme river said he could
‘not get subscribers to the populist papers he was can-
“vassing for because, the fannen sand, they were “not

. radiéal enough.”
What ‘we lack in the Paget Sound country is a few
good workers who could devate theit time to —the

: propoganda.  Owing to comrade Morris’ necessary
] absence 1 had to return to Portland..

|

Henry Addis.

1 =% \Cumlnucd from first page,)

: ers would refuse to work for their masters;
the taxpayers would refuse to pay Haxes; the
soldiers: would refuse to obey, and thus

perty and the political state, the two links of
the chain that binds and torments mankind.

Having thus demonstrated by facts and
arguments that popular suffrage; such as'is
‘understood by the” parliamentary system, is
~ powerless as an instrument of emancipation,
itis plain why the privileged classes, who
formerly feared it and fought it to death,
have now found in it an effectious means’ of
*“prolonging their rule and of calming revolu-
tionary tempests- When' it becomes impos-
sible for them to keep the people in subject-
.ion by brutal force, and the lies of the
priests have no longer the power to ‘make
‘them accept muery as a law made by God,

Parities
and do not fear @ pollce. then there is on-
ly one way of keeping them enslaved; and
that is to give them an illusion of liberty, by |
making them believe that they are masters,
and ' that the social institutions are made by
them and can be altered by, their will

The bourgeouisie shows political talent in
concebing to the people the right of suﬂ'rage,
that would only be the right of choosing|

__one’s m when exercised in’a condition
‘of consclousness and mdependence, .and
_that, in the presnt conditon of ignorance
and economic subjectmn, is only.a voglar
mystlﬁcatlon with wich imposters chmb their
“consciences ‘and speculate on the on the
" enthusiasm of others. —Enrico Malatesta, in
beeny, London.
—..*_.
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,,,,1, pnbl‘uhed by a volnnury association of a few in

-~ dividuals whose means- copdist almost wholly of
brains and muscle. It is not-aclose corporation; we
want all the help we can get—brain, brawn and cash,
Two or three of us have contributed nearly all the
‘mechanical work, and we know. of but one or two who

+ . have made a persistent effort to extend the circulation.
Up to date the subacriptions have a little more than

very nicely until the last two weeks, wher we'bad to

< hire help:z: It is now the busy sy season;  and some of
those who have been giving their time to thc paper
can do 0 no more; 3o it is Deccessary to make up
the deficit by the greater actmty of others.
THE Coumn'u.

‘tle wioh;d to ‘leave the pulpit because he became |
100 popuhsnc, in speaking of his experience among |

mould be destroyed at one blow, private pro- |

met the necessary cash outlay, and we have 'got along |

() IATIGHLITIES. 5

The fnct is, as mdmduahsm suppresses
mdmduahty, s0 natjonalism ‘suppresses all
that is worth-keeping in the special elewents |-
which go to make up a real and not an _ arti-
ficial nation. - The sham community of the
 present—the nation—is forn¥&d for purposes

Comrades will please send in notices’ of
any and all meetings of groups, ‘clubs, or
- meetings that have free dxscussmls on ‘eco;
nomic guestions, .-y ;

. THE FIREDRAND. CLUB, meets next Saur-
day evemng, at _the intersection of Thu'd
and Ash stsreets.

FirsT SPIRITUAL SociETY, G. A. R._Hall 2

of nnlry only, and consequently suppresses
all minor differences that do not help it to
supremacy over other nations. The true
community of the future will be formed for
livelehood and the development of all human
capacities, and consequently would avail it-
self the varieties of temperament caused by

tiate the races and families of mankind.——

WiLLiaM Morris, London. -
Self deveolpment® is greater than self-

sacrifice.—GRANT ;

N. H., UnioN, Or.—It was a slight mistake on
Sol. Smith’s part.  Fitch is not a Secularist, but be-
lieves in public appropriations for sectarian purposes.
He has been a constant and bitter ﬁghter of the An-
the latter idered him flom the
beginning as a politician and office-seeker.

S. A P, Pmumnmm, Pa.—We agree with
you. Only a woman. who would sell herself would
answer such an advertisment. No one did answer it.
A member of the group inserted it. None of the rest
of us agree with him on the subject.

D. Y, Seattle, Wash.—We have not recieved cop-
Ao oA gt amespta e eewmity tWO IUNNS, and sup-
pose it has suspended. The groups that favored

consolidating it and THE FIREBRAND will probably
helps us a little more.

~ I. Rudash, N. Y.—Your letters, containing two
dollars in :ll were recieved in due time. :

h

WE are late in getting out this issue, but
when I give the reasons, I think, all our sub-
scribers and the comrades generally will not
find fau't.  When I arrived in Portland, 1.
found the office in a condition of chaos; no

work donEToTurd getting the paqer out, part

| of the last issue still- undistributed; money I

had-sent in had been lntercepted and diver-
ted into other channels; a lot of job work to
do to square office: 'deb'ts, “and myself-made
sick twice during the'week by improper food.
But we are about square again and hope to
be out a little in advance of our regular
publncanon day regularly soon..

Now if anyone who reads this can appre.
ciate the conditions under' which. we are

worlung, and wishes to'help get the paper in
good shape again, we will gladly accept such
assistence as they may see fit to render, no
matter in what form it may come.

: Henry Addls

LUCIFER THE, LIGHTBEARER, stands !or ‘hoht

against darkness; for freedom: against slavery; for

freethought, free speech, free . press, free mails, free

land, free currency,free trade, free manhood, u/nd-—-

above all—free womanhoofl and motherhood,

|- Published at-:“llﬁ E Fourth St. , Topeka, Kansas,
hl; thu sznmn $ 125 a year,

: ity Park.
bifferences of surroundings which dlﬂ'eren-‘ 7'" "

“Hton. -

@hﬂe‘ Lettex -355:. -

conference meeting every Sundayv at 1
a, m.  Progressive Lyceum at 12:30

Frex THoucHT CLUB, Seattle, Washing-
ton, meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. i Uni-"_ :

FirsT FREE CHURCH. Tacoma. Washmg
Class in Social-- Studies-meets - every - ——---—-m.a
W i Thompson, leader. &

Sunday at 12:30.

ANARCHIST JOURNALS.
THE ToRrcH, 1 2 7, Ossulton St., London,N.W.
FREEDOM, 7,Lamb’s Conduit St., London, W.C.

LiBERTY, 7,Bead Road, Himr uh.Lon
don, W TR o
THE ANARCHIST, D.J. Nicoll, Broomhall St,
Sheffield. F St

All-of England -at 50 cts. a year

\
Les Temps Nouvuux, —J, . Grave, uq. j.u "
Mouffetard, Paris.

LA Sociare.—E. Pouget, 23, Rue des trou‘
Freres, Pms France. 3

a, Hlich

ALL who p , - Teviews,
pamphleu, songs, or my literature \mfn refere ::: to
to at -
least one copy to Mr. A, l-b&on. 132 Avenue de
Cliche, Paris, Fnuce, who intends to -use them--for
soclologrcal study.

“SOLIDAIRTY, the fearless and energetic ndvoute
of Anarchist-Comunism, is again being blished in
New York, at 50 East First street. Price 60 cents
per year. Send all money to R. Edelmnnn, Arling-
ton, New Jersey. : ;

Any thing More My Lord‘?
By LOlS WAISEBROOKER. .

Dealing with the population question atid
the use of contracepts. Extracts: 3

havmg robbed her of this rig! is |

it be made the basis of su}I funher lob

women’s place and work, -together with

uses of sex come to be rightly” understood; no

pective mother will lack any possible comfon." 2
- 4‘What weneed to do is fodevelop ourselves, to. u
fold and round out our own natures; to suround ours .
selves “with - all that tends to  do . this; and -
this not for the sake of childrén, but because of the
love of so doing, and we need to take no thou; hl, to:
have no fear that _our chi dren will not (ollow tﬁ

1f like'is p g like.” 3

! Pri_ce ;O‘c:on_ts, af this office,
~REGEPTIVE AND IMPARTIVE WANTS

And their Granﬁeauon through the

Lébot o Exclum 00

. BY HENRY ADD]S S
Bemga treatise on “the Phﬂmophy of Human Wlnu and -

their Gratifieation.
Price, w Cents.v

‘Hangy Appis

Firebrand OEQ




