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THE PURGATORIENNE.

Beneath those brightly peerless skies
Which ic’s lamps illum
Fed by the love of centuries
And beauty’s magic bloom—
Countless souls inherit
The Heaven—pure hopes assume,
But Freedom's fair aud sacred spirit
Assaults the specious tomb.

Remote from where the spectral throng
In frenzied bliss doth move  *

Her apperation speeds along
(Pyrophorus soul of love!)

Forever free, though cheerless, fevered—
With grief's chains interwove—

Beeing by love’s soft lustres, severed,
Perdition built above.

Upon her hopes lorovemon.,
As oil on Hell’s flerce sea
The dews of dawning sorrow pour—
~ galt myreh of misery— 5
Dripping’, as madness drips on Death,
A balm whose tonic glee e
Weaves with the lightnings of his breath
Full-termed eternity.

Bweet seraph, unto her alone
Yon realms forlorn appear; ;
Fixed love allures with ceasless moan
Her wistful visage here. . 3
Fore’er throngh Joy’s exalted zone
With sorrow doth she move
Winning with virtue Eden’s throne
°But Tophet with her love.

John Dwyer,

‘HYPERBOLIICAL.
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plant, the stock and the means of production,
Mr. Herbert SBpencer, in his “Coming Slavery”
shares the wide-spread belief that bardships
and poverty among the masses are due to their
lack of industry. He, for instance, ventured to
0 80 far a# to say . “It is manifest that there
mwust exist in our widst an immense amoant of
misery which is 3 normal result of misconduct,

{ harder, with superior skill or intelligence than
| ordinarily, he will get ahead; but if the aver-
| age of indusiry, skill or inteiligence is brought
| up to the higher point, the inereased intensity
|of application will but secure the old rate of
| wages, and he who would get abead must work
! harder still. * And se, thoagh he who will work
| barder, with more skill and intelligence
| will somehow increase his w 3 it never fol-
| lows that the wages of all can be increased this
! way. This is proven by the fuct that in occu-
gpuiouwhon working hours are lung the wa-

!

and ought not to be di siated from it.” mimmmbighu than in those where the

is of the opinion that the poor ar simply those
who bear the penalties of their own “mis-
deeds.” And when coming to that part of the
inevitable truth where he sees hundreds and
thousands walk about the streets of Loadon,
with nothing to do, he calls them siwply
“idlers.” To use the words of Spencer : *“They
have no work,” you say.
they refuse work or quickly turn themselves
out of it.” Thus, with the idea that the vast
amount of workmen who are unable to obtain
employment, and are bound to tramp about
the streets in & state of the most wis
ery, are a lot of “‘good for nothings,” Spencer
settles the question of ‘,Progress and Poverty.”
—But those who have considered the economic
eauses which create this social y re
sulting in this erying misery, in the
up of unhealthy and hunger-pinched children,
readily see the mistake of this Spencerian no-
tion. The fallacy is similar to that which
would be involved in the assertion that every
one of a number of competitors might win a
race. ‘‘That anyone might is true; that every
one might is impossible.”
~ When land and the means of production are
in the hands of the capitalists, and the” prole-
tarians have no other means of obtaining ne-
cesnitiéa of life, save that of selling themselves
for exploitation, it is absurd to say that the
more industrious will succeed. = - S
‘The fact that nobody can produce his' own
food without land and machinery, the fact that
the exertion of human labor-power without
tools is & physical imipossibility, and the fact
that land and machinery are in the haunds
the rich, must clearly show that there

chance for the proletarian to succeed, be
a8 wise ag Solomon and as industrious as S|
cer. This being the case, industry, skill," fr
gality and intelligence can only &

are short—not speakiog of the fact -that
generally the reverse is the case, “where the
working day is long the wages are small”
The same thing is with the one who gets his
wife and childsen tp assist him, He may thus
increase his income, but in ocenpations where
this becomes general, it is notorious that the
wages earned by’ the whole family do not ex-
ceed the wages of those families in which it is

“Bwise family labor in watchmaking ecom-
petes in cheapaess with American machinery.”
Thus we say, with all true economists, that no
increase of productiveness of labor can increase
general wages, 5o long as there are others who
swallow up the gain. Since land and the means
deWMmM,
in order to gain a livelihood, must sell his
strength and skill to a master, the greater the
power of labor, the richer will his master and
the upper class become, but not one jot richer
'illth-orhwhs This is not merely a
deduction from principle, but a fact, proven by
progress of inyention have multiplied the eff-

over a million and & half of paupers. In the
United States almshouses, prisons and hospit-
als are increasing whilst wages are decreasing.

greater prudence and higher intelligence, are,
a8 a r\.'e, found associated with better material
conditions of the srorking classes; but that this
i effoct and not cause, is shown by the relation
of the facts. Wherever material tonditions, of
the working classes, have improved, improve-
in the pdrsonal qualities of workingmen
llowed. . Wherever their material con-

cusiomary for only the bead of the family to
 work.

ective power of labor over and over again with-
out increasing wages. In England there are

~ Itis true that greater industry and skill,
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“look beyond the day.

class condemned to toil for a bare living.

The fact is, that man as he stands to-day, is
bound to become what he is,—is bound to be-
come a panper or & cfiminal, and it is no earth-
1y use to complain. A man who must fill hig
life with drudgery and bitter disappointments,
in ordor to gain an animal . existence, looses
every inclinatiion of industry and does what by
necessity he is forced to do. A man, whose
conditions are such that they cannot be worse,
while there is little or no hope that anything he
Joay do will make them much better, - ceases to
“Deny him leisure™
gaid the old Moore, ‘‘(and leisure does not
mean the lack of employment, but the absence
of the need which forces to incongenial employ-
ment) and you can not, even by running the
child through school and supplying the man
with classics, make him intelligent.”

It is true that improvement in the material
conditions of u people or class may not immedi-
ately show in mental and moral improvements.
When we compare different countries, such as
Russia and the United States; difterent classes
of the same country, such as the middle class
and that of the proletarian; and the same peo-
ple at different periods, such as the Americans
a year ago and today, we are forced to that in-
evitable conclusion, that personal qualities ap-
pear, as material conditions are improved, and
that they disappear, as material conditions are
depressed. Poverty is the cause of all the evils
and you may be charitable or whatsoever you
will, hardship and poverty will be with you
still To make people industrious, skillful and
intelligent, they must be relieved from want,
To be charitable and keep the poor alive by
amusipg them, as some suggest, is not to solve
the labor problem. Charity is no solution; it
is an aggravation of the difficulty.

““The proper aim is to try to reconstruct so-
ciety on suc a basis that poverty will be impos-
sible.”” : ;

If you would learn how to swim you mst go
into the water. If you would have the slave
show the virtue of a freeman, you mnst first
make bhim free.

: Harry A Koch
16 H}noyer st. Boston, Mass. ;

~
}

: THE ALTRUIST
Is a monthly paper, pnrtl‘y in phonetic spell-
ing and devoted to common property, united
_lahor, muntual assistance and support, and
‘equal righs for all. It is issued by the Altruist
Community, whose members hold all their
property in commbon,and live and work together
in a permanent home for. their mutual enjoy-
ment; assistance and support, and both men
and women bave equal rights and decide on all
its business affairs by their majority vote. 25
icents a year; specimen copy free. Adress A,
LoNaLey, Editor, 2 N. Forth st., St. Louis, Mo.
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" Lucirer 'rni:‘ LIGHTBEARER, stands for light

_. against darkness; for freedom against slavery ;

or freethought, free speech, free press, free
mails, free land, free currency, free trade, free
manhood and —aboye all —free womanhood
~and motherhood. : e

Published at 116 E., Fourth street,- Topeka,

 conquest of America, if the irregular overrun-

LAW AND PROPERTY.

. Webster says, smong numerons definitions of
the term, property is ‘“that to which a person
has a legal title.” : ;

“The’combination of law and property is an
inextricable one—but the earth- existed and |
brought forth fruit before man invented lawsl |
The attributes of property are not inherent in |
the lind, its tillers, or its products, although
that idea has been persistently proclaimed to
the unegpcated ‘‘hewers of wood” as well as
slyly and firmly impressed upon professionally
active minds.. =2

Despotism is a certain consequence of con-
centration of legal rights applied to nature’s
stores, and the plentiful remains of dead civili-
zations furnish ample proof of the fatality of
despotism. We appear to gain in civilization
for a season and rattle along at a good' round
pace, but Authority is a mucky material to
grade a road with and mankind has not thought
it worth while to even experiment with any-
thing else, so the lopsided social institutions
end in a general collapse.

The mass of reformers make a marked dis-
tinction between- the - public corporation (gov-
ernment) and the private corporation. At bot-
tom there is none, for both deal with publi¢
concerns. The difference is in outward appear- |
ances, and consists entirely of names and of
modes of conducting affairs. Both are systems
of exploitations, and pretense is an important
element of their respective organisms ; pretense
of protection of every individual interest by the
corporation of state, and pretense of develop- |
ment and improvement of the country by the
private corporations. Both organizations are
made--up of usurpations of privilege, and are
employed for personal aggrandizement and
mastery.

Property ‘“‘rights” in land or its products are
inseparable from property rights in man; soph-
istry heaped upon sophistry cannot forever hide
he stubborn fuct. An accepted legal title, that
is, one acquiesced in by the populace, to that
which’ sustains human life, guarantees the
dominion by the holder of the title over tHe
beings dependent upon that sustenance. ‘The
poesessor of property may be a king, a gov-
ernor, a priest or a private citizen of more or
less wealth, but whatever is ra! place, his
authority over his speeified territory .is as poei-
tive and as pitilesa as that of the master over
chattel slaves. The chattel slavery system of
civilization relied upon law (the decrees of the
mhasters who were in-accord on-the subjeet) to
keep it in working order.

The subjection of man, under any pretext
whiatever, is preposterous, and: the appalling
results cannot be dodged. Presumptuous dom-
ineering continuously ‘maintained rednces to a.
condition of servility the creatures so inconsid-
erately treated. Take a carsory glance at the
ning and appropriating. of this continent by
Europeans may be dignified by the use of a
word so grandiloguent as conquest ; the discov-

erers of the new world, bonnd by superstitious ) d - th 3
‘state of bondage will be'spurned by the slaves. —

allegiance to and dependence. npon the old,

Teft with **‘His Majésty,”” whose throne and
power were ‘‘established” en lay (and the

waived their ¢laims.to. their find and fawningly |

- ' Kansas. With Tre FiTEBRAND $1.25 per year

strong box ) the supervision of the fparcelling of

he plunder. -Deference, the outcome of frain-
ing in humility by presuming persons of ‘“‘abil-
ity,” to those whom the pirates acknowledged
as authorites, and the habit, transmitted fromx
generation to generation, of .being guided by
other minds in the matter of living, held in
abeyance the inclinations the adventurers may
bave had to dispense with the aid of royalty in
distributing the spoils. The performance was
one of folly, and looks extremely ridiculous to
us in this year of eighteen hundred and ninety~
five, now that the equality of man has long

| beentaken for granted (in theory!) but let us

not be too uproarous in our mirth, for now, as
then; are people tied to fictions as frail as al-
legiance to a king, though the frailty is as solid .
in the seeming as the everlasting hills. We
divide our time between worshiping the useless
dead things of the past and hooting at the ig-
norance of our barbarian aneestors -for having -
done likewise! We bow down to books of law,
compiled principally from ‘‘precedents’” hatched
in tyrunnous courts, and tothe private grandees
created by the slight innovations in phrasing,
that revolutions have forced into the common-
codes. The conquorers of America, bent on
confiscation from the weaker nations, and be-
ing childishly egotistical, prided themselves up-
on their superiority as shown by their expert-
ness in battle, and instead of attempting to.
learn the .truths the new peoples might by
chance (?) have discovered. they scouted the
possibility of anything but *‘superstition’’ pass-.
ing eurrent awong the ‘‘savages” for know-
ledge. Similar egotistical assumptions in rela-
tion to prevalent industrial concerns hinders
the advancement uf the ambitious human race.

The higheat order of the devotees of the god,
Law, has always recognized the indispeniabil-
ity of  the treasury! Lacking that, law is im-
potent. And the shrewdest manipulations of
the toil of men would be at their wits end with-
out legal enactments to prescribe the proper
conduct for—the exploited.

“As long as the possession .of a surplus of
lands or goods (property) is countenanced by
man, is adwitted to be a ‘“natural right,” is
legally sanctioned, just that long will property
attach to itself other property, and rules for en-
forcing contracts for tranfer, and laws for the
“protection’” of the person owning property
and of the property itself will form & part of the -
social order, and the perversion of mind force

in the subjugation of human machinesactasa =

boomerang in ita effects upon the race. -

_Law announces ita ‘‘right®’ to tax preperty in -

tones that menace a supposable contradictor. -
A tax on property is a tax on man,. Taxis-
a tribute: Ryes % 73 it
By its methods of keeping full-handed, the
State has forced in times past outward reepect

Jor and general obedience to its commands: -

Law and property ‘‘must go’’ and‘‘go'’ to-
gether, : 2 5 RN
Another truth pointing to greater freedom for:

mankind; has heen sighted, its word symbols

been a little. more widely diffused the present

- ViroQUA DANIELS:

| KEEP OFF THE GRASS.

have been uttered. When the light shall have '




HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.,

Continued from No. 20.

To trace to some extent the development’ of
the order of rationality in the individual organ.
~_ism, ag the life-forces come up:into higher
equitable arrangment is necessary, though per-
haps somewhat speculative; for that human
. reason can satisfactorily recognize its order of
evolution is considered a question. Primarily
the life-forces must have assumed an attitude of
organization, the sensitive vibration resulting
... therefrom] guunngem _mautnalized conscious |
individuality, such phenomenon necessarily
commencing whenever the preceding or disae-
gociated state ceases, whatever that conditional
gtate may be. Organic life being then in a
process of organization with a counstant ten-

. dency towards a more heterogeneous -indivi-
duality, the presence of arbitrary forces thus
ecessitates a constant struggle in the life or-

5 g&nwm for mutual re—ad)ustment The har-
monious development of organic life, then,
neoése‘itateu the feature of spontaneity of at-
traction. Voluntary action and reaction are
co-existent with healthy development, whilst
~~arbitrary forces are necessarily based in domin-
eering usurpation, the effect of which  is partial
or complete disintegration of the constructive
elements. It would then seem that organic
maladjustments are mainly the result of such
restrictive arbitrary forces, together with invas-
ive externals, neither having constructive de-
“gires or mutual propensities for the interde-
* pendent life organism. These causes evidently
produce weakness of harmony in the collectivi-
_ty, expressing themselves as disease in the ma-
" terial side of life, und as pain and misery in the
.peychical sphere of thought and feeling, that
is, the point where the life-actions of the parts

< mntnalm and center their activities into col-

yery root of development, for where arbitrary
. forces prevail, ‘disease and insanity result
'therelrom. suicide and crime then predomi-
nate. And they are’ very predominant dm-
‘orders of the present age.

rganic life is evidently. desirable - under nor-

fish instinct of self-preservation, which operates
invariably for self at times of sudden dnnger,
-regardless of either custom, ¢ode or creed.
“This powerful impulse is perhsps the most po-
tent. factor in organic eyolution and gives to
life the featurs .of struggle aud. stability even
—while under terribly adverse conditions. . That |
Tifeforces need and desire liberty in association,
s plainly seen. . “This is contmunlly expressing

Organic action must now be ‘decided from the
penetrating point ~of reason, of experience-and
‘experiment, rather than blind groping instinct.
- Orgahic life is, then, a desire -for larger happi-
‘ness, primarily expmssed instinctively; second-
arily expressed in a more rational manner.
"We can now perhaps perceive the miscon-
ception, ﬁioermumndeby theenllecﬁvenon-

identity of the noumenal sense organization and

extent, another causal power must be created

lective consciousness, Liberty thus lies at the |-

mal conditions; as shown by the inherent sel- |’

'sciousness while primitively reasoning out ' the
mystery of orgamic existence- of its individual-
ity proper, and the operation of its external
environment,  not at first. perceiving that
consciousness was - the " procuct of an interde-
pendent organism, and that the sense per-
ceptions.and the -i tions were
the necessary expression of the relatlons of the
life forces for internal and external environ-
ment, mutualiging their irapressions and ex-
pressions into and through collective conscious-
ness.

Primitive life not recognizing the inseperable

ional

the phenomenal mind consciousness, attributed
causation ‘to ‘something apart from environ-
ment and the _organic functions of the body.
Thig causal shadow necessarsly gave rise to
the conceptionof souls as being something
apart from the individuality. This error seems
to have been transmitted to external nature.
The nature of force not being understood to any

therefore, in order toexplain the operations of
nature. First an immanent soul to explain
organic motion,then a universal soul to explain
universal motion. This supreme power thus
becomes identified as: the first cause, the arbi-
trary creator _and goyernor of the external,
interdependent, self-operating universe. - Hu-
mn|ty is thus well equipped for all forms of
etaphysical metamorphosis, inspired super-
stition, spiritual mediators and privileged au-
thoritarians.. The product of these seemingly
erroneons ideas is necessarily manifested in
the hereditary institutions of the present ex-
ploiting, paternal system.

(End of part I.)

Jorn Pawsox.

)

CLIPPINGS.

Waar will be done with the lazy in commun-
istic' society? This is the question against
which many a smart do-nothing runs up his
caput. An exchange answers this mgemons
question as follows:

“With its present machinery,(not calculating
upop “nrther perfection of same) mankind' is
enabled, according to census atatmucs, to bring
forth all products neueesnry for a day with the
present force of laborers, in three hours, not
counting in the mumerous waste labor-forces,
which today asservants and coachmen of the
rich, or as merchants and. drummers, make up
'thrg!eat—appmtua—which keeps alive ~our |-
present commercial system. . Professor. Theo.
Hertzk& of Vieuna, says in hm -work, ‘Prin-

ciples of the Social Movement: 1 "To gatisfy-the"

mn(leglthanm) 615,000 men" would" have to
-~ | work eleven hours ‘per day, or 800 days in- the
year. . -

“These 815,000 are only a iractxon( 12,3 per ct: )
‘of those that are considered able to work, ex-
cln.dxng all Ppersons of more than 50 or lesa than
16 years of age.

Sbonld however,- these three mxlhons whlch
am able "to do productive lxbor, actnslly en-

N

ga.geuunc.h -instead of the 615,000, it” would |

hkebntmdayswyeartobﬂngforthall the

wants of the 22§mllhons of inhabitants of Aus- |

ery day, to keep products fresh or hand, it
would require one hour and 22} minutes per

man daily. Who will uphold then, that any
one will be diginclined to exert himself, when
very able man with this work-time doubled,
that i82 hours and 45 minutes, can live in

tluxury. . Surely the lazy will not coma from.

the ranks of those which now must drudge from
10 to 12 hours per day, without cacthing a

glimpse of the gladness of life.

* Should there be any such, they certainly will
be those to whom work is a-horror ; our modern’
dividend rogues and cupon clippers.

—~The contempt-in-which these sharks—will be-
held will make them conscious of the fact,

that through moderate,voluntary exertion only,

will life be worth living.””

—Freiheit.

COMMENTS.

LAWRENCE GROUNLAND, the noted State So-
cialist agitator, and author of ““A Co-operative
Commonwealth,” is in town. Last Suuday
evening he lectured at the Uniturian Church.
In his lecture he constantly bid for well-to-do
“‘intelligent’’ persons to become leaders in
socialism. He constantly spoke of the well-to-
do as the intelligent, in contrast to the working
people. - He said the worst government on
earth was better than no government at all.

He said that socialism was God’s’ manifest
will and inevitable, but admitted that it might
last but a short time. He also said that social-
ism did not contemplate the abolition of prop-
erty, for that would be communism,. and that
there are very few communists at the present
time; that property acquired ander socialism
conld be saved, accumulated and bequeathed.
He considered State productive employment of
the idle as of great importance, and one of the
first steps toward socialism.

comes from an attempt to fit new ideas to old
institutions; the desiae to compromise.

§

MassAcHUSETTS-has purchased 2,000 acres of
marshy, rocky land, and will henceforward
nend all men there for'two years, withoat com-
penutxon, whenever convicted of vagrancy—of
being without work.  The socialista constantly
demanding ‘‘State prodnctive employment for
the idle,”” and Massachusetts has now provided
4 means of givmg it to them. This shows how
essy it will be for the State to msntute clmttle
my uys do so.

1Oh 'what a blesamg government is!
for the State, - =

Hurrah
H.A.

g,
-

samle pies-and complementaries. | We wish
cannot afford to send it to those who do not: -
care for it.. Ifiyou receive TaE: FIREARAND agd
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for sample copies, and oftenour issue of twelve
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In all this we see the reaction that always
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' PRISONERS OP POVERTY.

¥ The actual condition of the working people
today resem{ﬂes very much, that of convicts in
penitentaries. This may seem rather strange
-—-to-those-who still hold-to-the-belief, that-though
poor, they are still free. The high wall with
its sentries, surrounsing our modern bastilles,
is the gove.nment, with its institutions;—laws,
gtatutes and injuctions, while the sentries are
the army, militia, shenﬁ’s,, rpolicemen and pm-
kertons. If a prisoner in!the penitentiary. moves

—— registing force by force, of following the proph-

“across the deadline and does not stop at the |
halt of the sentry, death by the bullet is his
fate, likewise if a producer moves acroes the
line, drawn for the protection of the exploitérs,
or robbers, death also, though in many- differ-
ent ways, is his fato. Let him antagonize the
_interests of the ruling classes, 8o that they fear
he might incite hig fellow prisoners to revolt,
and the gallows awaites him:

. Spies, Parsons, Engles, Ling and Fisher were
hanged by the neck until dead, at Chicago, in
287, for the above offence.

Many an unknown dead hero lies buried in’
_the cemeteries of freedom, for trying to escape
‘from the prigon of government, nay, even for
infringing on one of the many rules, all of
which are not even-known to the most learned
Jawers. ' The unknown heroes for tne cause -of
liberty are the men 3:0 bave been killed in*
“the numerous labor uprigings, called riots by
sthe robbers. The jails and penitentiaries of
the world are full of men and women who had
courage enough to attempt to escape from

. prison; to gain- freedom; or who were even
modest enough to try to lessen the respect for

~itsrules. Alexander Berkman, Hroneck, Nold,

—Baue, Debs, Moses Harmon are a few, who L

. call to mind just now, not to mention the innu- |

,mera.bles whaoare suffering in other countries,
for 'the same offences. And there is stillanoth- |
er way to pumsh the rebellious ones, and that
is by assasination. A.ny’ one who reads the
capitalist papers must have noticed, for in-
stance, the men who made themselves promin-
en} ‘in‘ the Cripple: Creek /strike, in Colorade,
ard getting killed, one ‘after another; it is gen-
erally stated as occunug 4n a saloon mw, or
something of the kind. s

The government fears these men, because
tlgy_managed the most successful of strikes,
and the word has passed along the line of their
minions that these men must die!" They are
being asassinated for the offense of successfully

etic words of Louis Ling, who said: “If vou
getat us w1th gatlmg guos, we wm dynamwe
you: 2
All these modés o depnvmg the rebelhous
~ones of their life and_small amount of liberty
left them, are merciful, compared with the
must horrid of all punishments, death by starv-
ation and desparation.

People who will not bow down and kiss the
‘hand that smites and ‘robs them, are denied
the opportnnity to make a living, they are
blacklisted, hunted from place to place, until
they either submit or die hehind a fence as a
tramp, commit suicide or become desperadoes,
to be hunted down like wild beasts by the dogs
of plutoeracy.

 We are surrounded and hemmed in from all

sides. 'We are forced to labor for the benefit of
those who toil net. We are being robbed un.
der the guise of law and order. The knights of
old rede forth in their armour of steel and
robbed the wayfarer on the highways. So it is
at thxs day; the robber barons clad in their
armour of law and order, and with their lance
and sword of government, they rob us as of
yore, but call ‘the plunder by another name,

As long as the rations dealt out to the convicts
in this penetentiary, without walls or iron bars,

| were somewhat generous, the great majority | ¢

did not complain, though- there were always
some who knew that they were not free, bnt
since . the rations have been cut down so as to
almost amount to nothing, a lond murmur has
arisen among the prisoners of poverty and toil.
The prison chaplains point outin vain tot he
glorious hereafter, but the empty stomach
demands a remedy just now. Driven by
hunger, they have banded together and have
marched to the chief warden, and petitioned

| for better treatment, but their petition was not

even accepted and the convicts were told to
“keep off the grass," and go home and starve
some more. Othergagain have gone to some
outlying corne® of the prison and tried to light-
en their burden by cooperation, as in Kaweah,
Topolobambo, and numerous other places, but
being within the precincts of the. prison,
which is worldwide, the must necessarily sub-
mit to its rules, that is of obeying "and deliver-
ing over the greater share of their products to

heaven in_one corner of hell have failed.
And now others have arisen and have said

| to their fellow slaves, submit to the powers

that be, give unto Ceesar what belongs to
Coesar, and give to God what belongs to God,
but let us pay no more toll to our
mn.sters, for -exchanging outr rations, let us

us, by exchanging it among ourselves, and call
it “Labor Exchange. By being' saving and
slaving from ‘morning till night, we might in
course of time undermine the walls of our
prison ond . gain freedom.” And the. Chief
warden and his sentries laughed goodnatured-
1y and ‘said:
little; it occupies their mind and diverts it
from more dangerous plans.”

But a few have arisen among the prisoners
and called their fellow suffers togethen and
said : We are many and our oppressors are few,
the walls-that:surround us, built by the govern-
ment, are weak; they will fall at the first de- |~
termined attack. Let us get ourselves free and
| enjoy our life; there is plenty “forall. A few

we need! But aloud murmur of indignation
ariges among the prisoners, led by the petted
trustees of plutocracy, and the mult\tude,cnes,
you are an ‘Anaschist—away from here! We
are lawabiding, orderly prisoners, ]allbxm and
.willing slaves. A

Hang the Anarchists! cries: the trustées.
Hang the  Anarchists! cries the multitude—

and men and women are persecuted by their
fellow prisoners, for showing them the road to
freedom. Such is history.

How much longer will men be léd by the
sueckmg, gniveling trustees of the plutocratic
prison of povarty? How much longer.

-k = s E. Slabs.

and that is profit, rent, interest, taxes, etc.|

their masters. All the attempts to start alittle .

keep all of the miserable pittances dealt out to |

“Let them enjoy themsives a |

hours of p]easant toil. will supply us s with all-

@The getter-gux. < = ‘”_"

L. D. A. annmo'rou, D. C.—Much obliged.
‘When you find out let us know,

~J—R.New—York—Copies of Nos. 19-and 20—
sent as requested. Would that every city had
as active a worker as you.

W.C.0. Los ANaerEs CaL.—Thanks. Per-
haps we will be in position to publish the books
you have translated, after a while. We hope

s0. We are permanent, so don’t be backward 1
about getiug subscribers.

E. E. GresuaM, Or.—The I.eader is about
dead., The ‘“Union Labor, Leaders,” Hengst
and Fitch are anxiousto consolidate it with the °
P. P. Post. Just what effort will be made to
pay the printers for work done we dont: know. .

H. F. H. Searrie, Wasu.—Hope the Ex-
change will succeed. - Sorry the comrades are
8o cowardly or indifferent. Write the news of -
the movment whenever you can.
H. U. LirtLe Rock, ARK.—We have a circu.
lation in every State.in the Union except New
Hampshire,  Rhode Island and Mississippic —
We have some readers in Canada, England
and France. .

W. W. H. CiNcisNaTI, O.—Yes the ‘“‘educat-
ed” are as intéeretsed in the contents of TuE
FIREBRAND as anybody, but social position pre-
vents many of them from taking as active an
interest in its wellfare as they would like.
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