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THE BOYS' BRIGADES OF AMERICA.
Come—rally the boys from study agd game,
Call them all up, in Piety’s name!

Gather them in from the home and the street—
Rally the boys with a martial drum-beat.
Stand them together in rows upon rows:
‘‘Hold up your heads and turn out your toes!”
- Drill them, and mmh them,und taachtbem
.. this way
That the. vlrtue of msnhood is but to obev.

Rally them | .drill them! O Church of our day!
Their spirits are high,their hearts you can sway ;

good will, 3
Fraternity—come, be on vmh the drill!
But wait! How’sthis? What work’s to be done?
-Each soldierly boy is bearing a gun; :
Ho is swiftly acquiring a dangerous skill—
Instead of a virtue, he’s Ieaymng to kill!

_ These sons of Columbia—opride of the land—
~ Live, moveand have being by word of command.

: !my— g
; ’l‘he science of wav is theu lesson today.

; What danger a.walts ?——where, where is thd"fo%?

k out for the future! Tis‘ominous wh
childibtrare mad&—notmto true men,.

| ty, take the following from the People’s I’u-
|ty Post, of this city: ,

THE SOCIAL MOVEMENT.

In this country the united garment work-
ers, composed almost entirely of Hebrews,
have won their strike.

The miners are striking against a reduc-
tion of the pittance allowed them by their
masters.

The reported increase in wages at the
Pullman car shops turns out to be a fake.
The same is very likely true of all other like
reports.

In San Francisco a shoe fa.ct.ory has lock-
ed out forty employes.

There is a continual struggle going on be-
tween the oppoeing forces. Many consider
this turmoil as an important sign of the
coming changa, but there is a silent force —
education, mental onhghwnment-— at work
which I consider of greater importance, It
is true wo have at present but one exponent
of our ideas, but the expression of Anarchist
ideas is not confined to this paper alone.
‘We find some of the: Populist papers willing
to accept articlés on Anarchism. The peo-
ple’s party has been ridiculed and considered
of litt.le importan'-e, but I can say from my
own_experience that many of its members
are earnestly seeking the t.ruth, and. they
differ from the average Socialistin that they
do not claim to be in possession of the enly
means to effect a change for. the better. . To
show the revolutionary tendency of the'par-

Not wntil a majont.y ‘has spoken for a reform

platform thmuﬁh the ballot box and been refus-

h ulﬂ the government: by plutocracy
sho!

will of the majorit shs.lt be set at naught.,as we,
beheve it will be, then we’

B‘ ﬁu’ned to an m-mytpfﬁglmn5 Y
The signs of the times promise  terrilile scenes.
N 4re than they know. “Men" tramtd

perchmue on the axde oi _the *ught
sty ,szM.Houms

tcher knives, eolilead a;
de%t:snctive agency :

;*—The Socmlmt papers are
: comparod th.h this. 3

Notpn

wakeupthe
not go to the
with the old

mnstthePopuhsﬂ'bethwoughl
ey mustbe - shape &

ere be any violence: But when. .the.|

near we are to a revolution:

Farao, N. D., Aug. 18. —The great inflax of
laborers here is causmg the people no end of
trouble. Of late, the men, tired of looking for
work and angry at being repulsed on every hand
when asking for food, have been arming them-
selves, and there are now, it is estimated, over’
1000 men in this immediate vicinity who are
carrying revolvers or guns. It is claimed by
some of the men who have been sent to jail as
vagrants that the army of the unemployed are
awaiting a favorable opportunity to hold up the
city. For the past month men have been com-
ing in by hundreds, and of late the police have
ordered them away as fast as they came. They

claim to have been informed that there was
ple of work here, and demand that the peo-
o[ the city,support them until they can find
somet ing to do. Many of the people here are
badly frightened at the outlook, and are asking
the authorities for protection.

Let the unemployed, especially the Amer-

[it 18 pither fight or die, and they will fight
without much reluctance. All that we
lack of a revolution tomorrow is the oppor-
tunity, the excuse, I might say.

Last year during the Coxey army excite-
ment, the leaders of the army from this
place was arrested for taking possession of a
railroad train. The news had hardly time
to spread though the city when, according -
to ¢onservative estimates, 10,000 men were
in line demandmg the release of the prison-
ers, They were released. The wealthy, the -
militia-and pohee were in fear and trembling
for three days, fearmg the: mob would sack
the city.

.The conditions . here ‘are the reverse of
thoge 'in Europe:.  While there the farmer
has gradually been freed frony serfdom: and
18 en]oyin}ie nghts, "here the ‘farmer is

oing enslaved: by the money pow-
"’the people‘s P ‘:y ‘belongs-- the

mt in our: favqr, often _' ‘
s an inborn sense of

ican born; once come to the conclusion that




1 Do Anarchist-Communists believe in the
common ownership of land and capital?

2 If the answer is yes, how are they to be-
come common property ?

3 Can a worker who owns a number of ma-
chines, the product of his own labor, keep them
under Anarchist-Communism ?

4 If he can, and if he uses them for produc-
tive gurposes, can he keep the product?

" 5 Suppose a man has a piece of land which
he is occupying and using, will he be permitted
to continue to do s0?

\‘Vhen Tue Firesraxp Committee invited the

comrades to send.in_their ideas of what Anar-|

chist-Communisin is, for publication, I accepted
the invitation at one, not knowing the ahove
questions were ‘‘before the house.”  After hay-
ing read them several times with the answers
affixed by several comrades, the spirlt moves
me to accept the invitation twice(!) if allow-

able, .

(1) I, an Anarchist-Communist, am convine-
ed that ownership is wrong, whether individual
ownership or common ownership of land or of
anything upon it. To own a thing is to hold it
“ as property ; to have an exclusive and legal title

to it; to possess a vested or fixed right in it; to

‘““corner” it; to monopolize it. * Use of land or

goods stops short of ownership in various ways.

The user must be present and active; not mere-

ly a boss, if on the ground; notina foreign

country, whence he condescends, if an owner,
to issue orders for such an improvement or
scheme to be affected by So-and-so; neither
can he be dead and by formal will demand that

- this quarter section pass into possession of this

person, and that dwelling be the legacy of an-
~other. ~ Ownership- includes the privilege of

preventing the use of the property — a dog-in-
the-manger privilege. With man’s reasoning
power appended to ownership advantages, the
progressive(?) principle underlying ‘“You may
use it on payment of a price,” is aptly added to
the dog’s negative principle of “Let it alone.”
Despotism is irrevocably united with owner-
ship. :

Cupital, what is it? - It is fictlon; pure cheek,
or its répresentative ;. private corporation paper
and public corporation money. In society’s
modern style of *hitching along, capital is ex-
changeabld  for commedities amassed by sys-
tematically cheating labor. Do Anarchists want
to own it? I think not.

7 (2, 3, 4) Ownership and capital comprise the
groundwork of these questions, and they are
pointless so far as anything pertaining te my
-idea of Anarchist-Communism is concerned;
but they indicate that the questioner sees some
of the ‘formidable bugaboos that persistently
arise to. confront the eenchained populace.
These monsters of the brain are the shadows of
the total-depravity doctrine. They make the

~— —simple proposition of the Anarchist-Commun-

" ists for a social order hard token. Our in-

- struztion has been _that the question of human |

affairs is a ‘‘deep question.” 8o it is, as it is

" usually put before us—deep with rubbish.

Not an individual can be quite free while a
single slave is held by a cord, slender and silk-

" en though it be.’ SR e

. Everymortal is a help or a hindrance to

.+ @very one in the social organism, whether or

not they are aware of the effects of their'

SYMPOSIUM ON ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM. |

| in manufacturing, transport needed articles

Man’s interdependence is absolute; it cannot
be shirked, shunned or set aside.

These three condititions are patent to Anar-
chist-Communists, and the erroneous concep-
tion of the natural relations of wan to man is
the one obstacle to be surmounted before the
installment of the ideal order. It is the pre-

brain is supplemented with -reason, must deal
with his fellows in the matter of domination as
the lower animals do with one another., “Why,

field but they fight to see which one is master,”
are samples of the incontrovertible proofs of

man’s fatality in regard to authority and sub-
jection that are hurled at the head of . the anti-

and “Even a flock of wild gees&hua_boss,iL—iwm—namLoLiL;—m-Mebﬂ—qukmt-

at liberty to take ‘‘according to need,” the con-
sumer to be judge of his own requirements;
then to the distant public word is given, ‘A
superfluity here,” and the question is asked,
“Where is it wanted?””© What could be easier
than conducting production and distribution
after this fashion? The germ of economic au- &

vailing opinion that man, notwithstanding his | thority, mine and thine, is lacking. The main

inducement to strife among the “‘common peo~
ple”’, the getting propensity, is gone. There is
assurance that all will be provided with the

you never goe strange cattle put together in a | comforts of life. No one cares to take by stealth

or violence what another has worn the gloss

tern may be had for the asking.
If a man have “a number of machines” on

governmentalist by his suffering fellow bond- |
men. That it will ever be possible for men to

each one in particular is incomprehensible to !
them. They can see no way to shove aside the |
profit and property system, and helieve that
without authority there will be continuoas free i
fights! They forget that the causes that breed
contention in our present order(?; will be re-
moved.

The misinterpretations by the multitude of
human relationships take their most prominent
forms in Church, State and Commerce — and
the greatest of these is Commerce. Demolish
the existing growths of the three institutions,
retain the foundation, ownership, upon which
all are built, let ownership take on its most in-
offensive guise, namely, an indisputable claim
to what a person is presumed to produce, then
gain popular consent for owners to exchange
property;the terms of exchange béing what the
owners themselves shall -agreg upon, and mon-
opoly (mastery) will soon force shortsighted hu-
manity to its knees. The incentive to decep-
tion and trickery inheres in traffic of acknowl-
edged property, and accumulation follows close
ugp,li the heels of shrewd dealing. Accumula-
tion, dress it it whatsoever garb you please,
Church, State, Commerce, or in vesture not yet
known, accumulation is power, and power is
not a toy that can safely be placed in the hands
of any one. Proof of this is deplorably abund-
ant. No one is competent to pose as Fate for
others,. but Power never hesitates about doing

)

it ale

Suppose we 'are practicing Communism.
Here is a section of farming country ; there the
facilities for manufacturing. Those who prefer
it till the soil. They select a location suitable
for the crop to be raised. A party that agrees
upon a procedure goes to work on a portion of
the land. The next group wishing to follow a
different course takes another body of, land for
its purposes and proceeds according to its no-
‘tions” or knowledge. ~ There is no bossing.
Numbers work together if in - harmony;-if not,
| they separate. While some sow grain- others
care for stock, plant gardens, cook, 8ew, engage.

from place to place, etc., etc. If a farm or fac-
tory is short of telpers, the telegraph and
divers instruments for comfhunjcation are at
band to publish the deficiency and call for vol-
unteers. When the goods-are ready for con-
suniption,-the Commune where they are pro-

- thoughts and deeds. -

et BETe 55

| offers human' sacrifice to his deities— or his

 suggestive. Why should not laborers of every

his hands, of his own making (an improbable
circumstance), and if he wants to run them by
himself and is able to do it, nobody would for-

voluntarily and kindly unite all their faculties E bid. Similar machines could be constructed if
for the betterment of humanity in general and ’ there were call for them. The manufacture of

machinery would be unrestricted. If the man
and the machines produced no redundance, he
could undoubtedly keep it. Should he turn out
an extra batch he might wish to rid himself of !
the care of it, Possibly he would chance upon
something he would rather have and that he
could get—and no questions asked, If his con-
science permitted him to take without giving,
so much the worse for his own development
and society’s. He could be exclzsive and indi-
vidualistic if his heart craved seclusion. The-
outside world could go on with its exchange and
there would be no haggling over price, for price . t
there would be none. No fear of sharpers nor el
of thieves. No temptation to make shams or - |
shoddy. If disaster visited a district, no addi- :
tional load of misery would be heaped upon it
by scheming and unscrupulous profit mongers

who espied in its necessities an opportunity to
increase their own ‘‘prosperity”, to more defi-
nitely insure their ‘‘success in life.” There

would be no werciless exposure to the elements,

since no “markets’” are endangered. No sacri-

fice of life in pitiless indifference for proper
safeguards in mines, on buildings, bridges, etc. -
Occupations that unavoidably cripple or kill by-
inches would be discentinued. ~Who could ad-

mire a work of art that put out the eyes or in-

jured the health of theartist? Civilized culture

has demanded such fearful forfeiture of life to

satisfy its whimsicalities that the savage who

devils—might well stand aghast at sight of the
terrific slaughter. Self-development would sup-
plant the ideal of commercial society—self-sac-
rifice. : : ; :

In place of the second question, let us ask:
How may today’s commercial hell be supersed-;
ed by Communistic happiness? $58 ;

1t.is easier to see how we fare now, and what "
social intercourse should be, than to mark out:
a course to pursue in a social revolution that is
at all likely to serve the purpose when the cri- -
.88 arrives; but there is_no reason that I kifow |
of why revolutionists should“not tender plans -
for consideration that.are in accord with their . i
inclinations, or that appear to them to be ap-
propriate to the times. - R Brotx

The great railroad strike kts year ago was

description’ throughout the nation, or the
world, join a grand revolt patterned after this

duced is first supplied. Each pergon therein is

strike? In lieu of the goal of higher wages and.




fewer hours, strike to dispossess the exploiters,
confiscate and utilize theé *‘overproduction” now
loudly Jamented(?) by the usurping class, ignore
vested rights, refuse to be taxed, and assume
the managéwent of industries, Could the mass-
es decide on concerted action there would be no
matenal force worth mentioning to oppose
them, for the makers of weapons for butchering
and those who operate them are wage slaves
too. These employes may learn of and long for
freedom as well as those in other pursuits.

It has been customary in revolutionary move-
ments for the ‘““fools to kill one another off.”
8hall we do it again? Shall we change tactics
and with dynamite make ““good Injuns” of the
capitalists, blow to atoms their palatial dens?
Can we by such means inaugurate or aid in
the establishment of an order void of brute
force? Did the razing of the Bastile and the
beheading of Louis XVI squelch despotism in
France?

(5) I wish to call special attention to the fact
that Occupancy and Use is one of the conspica-

NOTES AND CRITICISMS.

A priexD of mine pointed out an article in the
““Light of Truth”, a few days ago, showing that
the negroes that had been imported into Spring
Valley, Il1., were Protestants, while the Italian !
miners they displaced were Catholics, and con- |
cluding that all our indnstrial troubles are the
outgrowth of Catholicism. The writer was
either a fool or s knave, and the editor, pre-
sumably a Spiritualist, an ass for letting such a
silly thing get into his paper without cosament,
The truth is that over three hundred native
born American miners of Spring Valley offered
to go into voluntary slavery if the mine owners
would gnarantee them: the necessities of life,
and such an article in a leading Spiritualist pa-
per is enough to turn one's stomach. Are the
Bpiritualist, like the Christian, papers going to
become the tools of capitalism by stirring up |
religious strife? - .

* .
Avraonrrry and freedom edn no mose exist
together than drouth and inceséant rain. Any |

ous measures constantly dwelt upon by Apar-
chist-Communists, But how much land can a
man oceupy and se, minus the assistance of a
partner, accorrmodating neighbors, or wage i
slaves?

Viroqua Dawiess.

-

convention adopted a motion to sen
tion to Salem to meet a legislative
and there ask them to report favora
for equal and just taxation of all

or corporate in O
the committee were m
attended to business urietl{y. ma
[ 68 worth publishing for fort;

tive acme in Salem, our ca

they got their gnswer in the neck,
of nuﬁngtho poorest people pay
tney owe, then, to tg:eveut an
about taxes, ¥
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to the Hons. ' Now, if we can elect another leg-
islature of Hons, with a little less brains and a
little more conceit, they will at next term pass
an act compelling every man, woman ‘and
child to attend mass once a month under pen-
alties of fines and imprisonment.—B.F, Hy}fnd

- Just go," hrof:her Hyland; that is what I
have been trying to point out in THE FIRE-
BRAND, for several issues. The time, money,

" n;‘
. ower expended in trying to get some
kind of justice from God, !

Oregon | which governs least.” Take your choice.,

to | Assumes

one who obeys anthority cannot be free,
- *
-
Lawrzsse GrosLown says the worst govern-
ment on earth is better than no governwment at
all. That is the logic of belief in government.

Quite a contrast between this statement and | ;

Jefferson’s: ‘“That is the best government

* -

k3

Ir is impossible to show one solitary instance
wherein government, monarchial or republican,
has ever resulted in anything but protection to
mh“tﬁcﬂmdwm’.

- . &7

A rroMivgsT Socialist of San Francisco, writ-
in The Socialist, says that the Anarchists con-
tend that “society is so rolten that the only
remedy is to kill it out and out. . . Every-
thing must be reduced to chacs—no laws, no
government, no individual rights in property,
no improved machinery, no rules governing so-
ciety—all humanity must return o its primitive
state,” I defy the writer to point out a solitary
‘champion of Anarchism who advocates awy-
thing of the sort. On the other hand, all Anar-
chists demand the removal of all legal obstruc-
tions, in order that humanity may progress and

develop along the lines of natural evolution in- |
stead of being cramped by artificial restrictions | _

and warped to fit the ideas of certain men. The
above quotation shows the ‘“‘prominent Social-
ist”’ to be either ignorant of Anarchism and un-
qualified to write on the subject, or unwilling
to represent things fairly. ¢

» .

-

TnE same writer, spe _
shows his lack of knowledge of the questions
to discuss — Anarchism, Communism

and Socialism — by des nly with the o

.| dollars. We will endeavor to make the paper

spenkiﬁgﬁ Oommunkm, He
to

more newsy as it grows older and stronger, and
are glad some of the comrades have reeponded
to the invitation to send in news of the propa-
ganda and the industrial movement. If others
will do the same our readers will be kept con-
stantly posted. H. A.

STATE SOCIALIST PAIRNESS,

Ox Baturday, August 17, [ received an invi-
tation to go to Patton apd take part in a discus-
sion on Btate SocialiSm and Anarchism, I
went over and found that a certain Wilson Bee-
ker, organizer for the 8. L. P., was to lectare on
Socialism and class struggle.

1 did not get the chance to enter into conver-
sation with the gentleman(?) before the meet-

i
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than ever.

him and tried fo ho said
he would not an; do with an an-
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@Worrespondence,

THE PROPAGANDA IN ENGLAND.

You ask for information from all comrades as
to propaganda; well I might inform you that
here the propaganda is being carried onin a
very enthusiastic manner. In the provincial
towns Anarchism is spreading like wildfire.
New groups are being formed in several towns
'in the north of England, and the demand for
Anarchist lecturers is so great that we must

twice as firey, for there is plenty of material to
set on fire.

The old idols must be kicked over, and even
if noimprovement can be made on the old order
of things, the attempt is well worth insisting
upon.

People who wonder greatly at the “existence
of such a creature as the Anarchist must either
be exceedingly wealthy or extremely lacking
in the ““put youarself in his place”” mode of see-
ing into things.

W. S. Avcex,

Palmer, Mass.

i

prefer to embrace the latter, can you or should
you condemn them? 1If so, why? Shonld you
condemn the teachers? If so, why. Do you
now, or did you when a believer in Marx, Bel-
lamp~ or George, find that the investigator
whom you wished to convert always fell into
your way of thinking? I, after laboring hard
to make of him a state-socialist, nationalist or
single-taxer, he became instead a convert to
anarshism, did you consider him dishonest?
If you did were you just in so considering him ?

These questions may be answered mentally,
by all comrades in whom the least trace of in-

decline many invitations. In London on July
20th. Elisee Reclus, the eminent French scien-
tist, delivered a lecture on Anarchy to a crowd-
ed audience in South Place Institute ; our litera-
ture sold well, especially Reclus’ pamphlets.

The (ieneral Election for Parliament is just
over, the Labor Party and Social-Democrats
having received a thrashing at the polls. Kier
Hardie, the only State Socialist in the last Par-
liament, has been defeated, together with a lot
of other humbugging labor (mis)leaders; the
results have been great blows at political So-
cialist (8o-called) parties, who are now_trying
to keep together their pessimistic followers.
Our comrades issued two or three anti-electoral
manifestos and in some districts made them-
selves a nuisance to the various politicians
seeking place and power.

We have an agitation en foot for the release
of the Walsall Anarchists. Several prominent
men in the various advanced movements have
taken the case op.

We receive very encouraging reports occas-
ionally from our comrades in Scotland regard-
ing the progress of our ideas in the ‘“true and
tender north.” In nearly all the principle
towns in Scotland we have flourishing Anarch-
ist-Communist groups.

Comrade H. M. Kelly, of Bostcn, has been
over here for several months and has just re-
turned. He helped us considerably in.our
propaganda during his stay here and addressed
several meetings. We have now four Anarch-
ist-Communist journals in the English lan-
guage printed in this country, all of which ap-
pear monthly. This plainly shows that our
ideas have taken a firm rootin the minds of
the people.

Itis a great pity that our New York and
Chicago comrades can’t run a paper in Enghsh

No more now, but fraternal greetings to all

" comrades, especially those hard and enthusi-

astic ones who run Tae FIREBRAND : Long may
it burn.
WiLLiam BANzAM.

‘

London, England.

* been readmg them-with great interest.

Tnx papers got along all right and I have
“Much
obliged. I enclose half a dollarin return for

fayors received and to boom the cause. along.

I think auarchistic papers have good reason,

" and sufficient provocation, to be severe in their

utferances; oftentimes they cannot be too se-

.vere in theu' roasting or condewmnation of cer-

tain high officials. But as discretion" is some-

_ ~times the better part of valor, we have to chew
- the rag awhile and then 8peak gently to the er-
ring one. I should like to see Tak FIREBRAND

’

s lm-roonoe.u‘k- el

MOWBRAY IN CHICAGO.

Comrade Mowbray will arrive here on the
22d of September, and will speak in the follow-
ing places as follows:

Sunday,September 22 at the Picnic and Mass
meeting, arrunged by the Socialist's Federation,
Belmont Grove, corner Belmont and Western
Ave’s. Take Clybore Ave. car to N. station.

Monday evening, Septeraber 23, grand mass- |

meeting at Vorwaerts Turner Hall, 253-55 W.
12th. 8t., 8 o’clock P. M. .

Tuesday the 24th., masssmeeting at Nash
Hall, corner Grand Ave. and Lincoln Sts., at
8 o’clock P. M.

All those Unions desiring to arrange mass-
meetings and invite Comrade Mowbray as a
speaker, should apply for all particulars at the
Debatir Club, 428 W. Chicago Ave.

i Tue Coxmurrree.
Chicago, IlI.

A FEW QUESTIONS.

I waxT to ask my comrades—and especially
those who feel a tendency toward plumbline-
ism—a few questions.

Was you ever a state-socialist, nationalist or
single-tax advocate? Didn’t you then believe
that without a doubt you had the whole truth ?
Wasn’t you so sure of it that for a long time
you resolutely shut your eyes to further light?
Didn’t you fight against the greater heresy—
anarchisin—until you felt yourself finally beat-
en? When fully convinced of the truths of
anarchism did you hesitate to embrace that
doctrine and acknowledge your former error?
If, after careful study and analysis of anarch-
ism you ba(ﬁe)ected it and had_continued to
beheva in state-socialism, nationalism or the

ingle-tax, would it have been due to deliber-
hypocricy and dishonesty on your-part, or
your temperament? When advocatingthe the-
ories of Marx, Bellamy or George weren’t you
‘perfectly honest and sincere? Don’t you be-
lieve that exponents of these doctrmes are

-eqaally honest-and-sincere? - If, while -you-|-

were a state-socialist, nationalist or suxlge-ta.xer,
some anarchist had said or ‘written that you
were dishonest and deceitful would you not|
have justly resented the insult? If you say or
write that some other state-socialist, national-
ist or single-tax advocate is insincere and dis-
honest can you blame him for resenting the in-
sult? Do_you believe that other.people have
the same right to hold, express and teach
opinions that you have yourself? If those
views are different from your own do yon still

believe they have the right? If investigators; | -

hearing the-views of yonrsel( and.of - (:he-others

ok
719

tolerance remains,
Wi, HoLumes,

IOTIOB !

Tue receipt of topzesol Tue Fikesraxo when
you have not ordered it, is an invitation to
subseribe. If you want the paper and can send
us 5 or 10 cents, or more, we will be i
If you can not aend us any money, but want
the paper, let us know and uhal{haven just
the same. All we ask is t t ou try to get us
a subseriber or two. If you not want it,
and will not hand it to some one who doeﬂ

| please inform us; we cannot afford to send it

where it i3 not wanted.
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terson, N. J.; 81 00 per year.

FrerHerr, John Mueller, P. O. Box No. 346
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