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Anarchy: A social theory which regards the
union of ord{r with the absence of all direct govern-
ment of man by man as the political ideal ; absolute
individual liberty.—[Century Dictionary.

THINK POR THYSELF.

Come forth into the starry night

Of stillness, when December’s snow

: Hath hushed the insects shrill delight.

: The wind blows sharp and frosty now

' Shines with the clearest splendor that great throng
Of suns and worlds, they passing heaven slow

In equal freedom, each in balance hung

As true as Truth ;—a lesson learn,—

To place no foolish fable high

Against the wisdom of the sky
Heed not the maggot brains that turn
o r this to that; but, sound and clear,
: Think thyself; and let no clown

! : In trappings wield thee for his gain.
He knows not that which swarms between
The Heaven and Earth ; he hath not known
Of Heaven and Earth, yet would he feign
Full knowledge, surety ; he lies—
He simply lies: to feed at ease
Upon his fellows he must give
Soul, conscience,—all that deifies
The mortol man, who should be left in peace,
God of the mortal world and fit to live.

WiLLiax WALSLEIN GORDAK.

HOW IT WILL COME.

Many are the reasons that lead me to believe
that a condition of human society based upon the
principles of Anarchist-Communism is the best
form  possible for the well-being of mankind—hoth
collectively and individually; and that the princi-
ple of the desire for self-gratification, in whatever
route, direct or circuitous, it may lead men, the
final condition or “last word” of society will be that
represented by those words. o

These reasons I will not in this short article at-
tempt to set forth, for I find that I either have too
much to say or it takes too many words for me to
say it to warrant its insertion in THE FIREBRAND;
my purpose here is to speak of the perplexing
question of how it will come, or be brought about.

Are the people ready for Anarchist-Communism ;
in other words, is such wide or general fraternity
for which the Anarchist-Communist yearns possible
at the present time?

To properly answer this quest.ion it is well to
separate this hyphenated term. The people are

fact of their existence, and, when in a rational and
common sense way, they accept things as facts and
become students and thinkers instead of blind be-
lievers in things absurd, things incapable of proof,
demonstration or logical explanation.

How is private property to be made common |
property? i
1t is very likely that expropriation will be pract- '
ically done by the millions who now so stupidly 1
vote to fayor, maintain, strengthen and defend the |
institutions of private appropriation of property by i
the predatory rich. It will be during a period of ‘
desperation, terror and frenzy, that the people in |
gaining their freedom will retaliate for years of |
fraud and injustice by taking also a freeman’s leg- |

|
i
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course be on hand as well as others, and such as |
are Communists will undoubtedly secure a portion
of the property corresponding with their numbers,
strength and courage. The State

All this is on the supposition that a violent revolu-
tion will be inevitable. If the transformation or
regeneration of society can be brought about by
other means so mzuch the better.

It is not altogether improbable that necessity
will lead many to co-operate through Labor Ex-
changes; and as government at once shews itself
plainly a menace to such organizations on account
of money, money laws, taxes, etc., they would do
more practical work for the cause of Anarchism
than all the books and speeches printed or deliv-
ered; in fact Labcr Exchanges may speedily engen-
der a hatred to the State so bitter that the latter
ay be overthrown, giving free play to the expan-
sion of communistic effort, and I believe Anarchists
should encourage exchanges for this reason if for
no other.

To me there seems to bo four somewhat distinot
ages or periods of man’s social relation to man.
One past and the other passing;and two yet to
come. A

I refer to the age of purely physical expropria-
tion; where robbery was committed openly, plainly
and with no indirection; when men werelike a
pack of wolves, fighting over a morsel of carrion.

The second age, the present, where fraud, cun-
ning, deceitfulness, and various forms: of robbery

m
m

‘and hypocracy.
The next age will be one of a sort.of equity or
justice; more in theory of course than in fact. Ex-

and always have been ready or fit for freedom or
‘Ansrchy; and it'is very probable that they were
once .communistic in a way, but owing to the ter-
rible wounds given people by government and re-
- ligion they are not (it uppears to me at least) ready

~ to perfect Communism. The people will be ready for
Qommqni;m only (1) when they see in it the means

securing for themselves the highest happiness,

for that broad fraternity and solidarity 8o necessary |

cessive or legal holding of property by individuals
will give way to somewhat unequal haoldings, sup-
posed to represent “equity’* in division of products,
and held as a sort of moral right with no other

‘age of the four, 80 the third will be an improve-
ment on the second or presnt age. s b

When. enjoyed, it will be seen that

2

acy. When that time comes Anarchists will of |

ocialists, Indi- |
vidualists and others will certainly do likewise.

take place legally, cloaked in sophistry, subterfuge |.

| sense of the  fitnes-of things for such comumunica-

untarily taken, At anyrate the so-called equity
exchanges would not prevent communistic groups
here and there; indecd until they should attain a
certain growth the exchanges might be a decided
advantage instead.

The fourth or final age will be equality of liberty
and material equality, the aim of A narchist-Com-
munism. E. H. Fuvrrox.

i

COMMENTS.

Tt appears that ‘“The Altruist” has been indulg-
ing in uncomplimentary remarks about Anarchists.
Replying to a correspondent who gives a very fair
statement of Anarchism, the editor says he is there-
by only eonfirmed in his opinion that Anarchists are
pig-headed self-seekers and care nothing for the
weltare of their neighbors. I never heard an An-
archist deny selfishness, but I have seen the wost pal-
pable injustice advocated -in the name of Altruism.
The Anarchist is so selfish, in fact, that his funda-
mental proposition is that his neighbor interfere not
in his pursuit of happiness; and this principle inclu- ;
Jes his neighbor’s neighbor, being himself. But the
Altruist, it wouldiappear, so loves his neighbor that
he thinks it imperative to have the State to compel
him (the Altruist) to be neighborly.

*

|
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MANY times have *“The Firebrand’’ writers ex-
plained that Communism not only does not propose
“organization” in any form but is utterly incompat-
able with the idea of organization. Notwithstand-
ing, persons who lable themselves Individualists
conitinue to write about *“organizing Communes.”
A. L. Ballou’s article in the issue of April 12 is a
case fully sustaining A. I’s. claim that Individuai-
{sts have no eomception of Communism apart from
that particular form of State Socialism that sails
uuder the name of Communism. Ballou says that
under Anarchism ‘the Communist will probably
organize his Communc and enjoy all t hings in com-
mon, while the Individualist will go it alone or
associate himself with otber free individuals to ac-
complish selfish ends.” A sentence could hardly be
framed to contain a greater number of fund amental
errors. First he assumes that Communists propose
an organization, which'is not the case. Second, he
says, in effect, that association is Individ ualism as
distinguished from Communism, when in fact his
proposed association is no more and no less than-the- --
whole Cummunistic propositions Third, his use of
the term ‘‘free individuals” as a distinction from the
Communists would convey the idea that Cnmm unism
is without the pale of liberty , which, since he, an * In-
dividualist” proposes the same thing, does not argue
well for his logic. Now it pleases me immensely to
have such writers as Ballou and Byington to rush,
into a Communist paper with a defense of Indi-
vidualism and an exposition of their ignorance of
Communism, but it does not harmonize with my




. _and quit supporting the present gov
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I, FOR oue Anarchiét, do ““find fault with the pun-
jshment of murderers” as well as with the manu-
facturing them. If a murderer is manufactured,

murder is the logical outcome, and punishment by .

the manufacturer is the height of absurdity. Now

do this? I thought the usual Anarchist idea was that
the spirit of greed is necestarily produced by govern-
ment, and connot be destroyed till government is gone.
This idea appears in an extreme form in comrade
ich’s article “What Constitutes Freedom,” so that

why the Anarchist should not find fault with this, | comrade Eich’s view is the direct opposite of A. L.

along with other social absurdities, is beyond my
comprehension. If we say that life and liberty are
inalienable rights, and that character is the result of
environment, we are bound in logic to object as
strenuously to the deprivation of these rights and
punishment of character in the case of the so-calied
seriminal” as in the case of the most ‘‘virtuous” of
beings. Since “punishment” implies invasion by
authority (conferred or assumed) the Anarchist, as a
repudiator of autbority and an advocate of non-in-
vasion must object to it whether in the present or
future society.

*

Comrade Eich rests his whole argument on the proposi-
tion that property originated in the will of rulers, and
therefore must pass away when rulers cease to exist.
He does not tell what evidence he bas for this alleged
historic fact as to the origin of property. Ideny the
fact, and uwait his evidence.

Comrade Morris thinks my ideas are suited only to
‘‘the comparatively easy-going element” in which I
move—an element, to comrade Morris’s mind,
importance to the radical movement, and one that can
have no existence uniler Anarchism.” The element in
which I move, as stadent and school-teacher, consists
mainly of school and college students, young men aver-
|aging about twenty, some of whom are supporting

.
[¥ the present society, by furnishing the incent- | themselves by their work while sysdying, sowe are
ive, is the cause of “erime,” the future society must, igul;po(wd by their parents or others, but most are sup-

in like manner, be responsible.

I cannot 56 how in | ported partly by their own work and partly by outside

the future society there can te “some criminals | help. Most of them—not all—probably are having an

left” over from the present.
a transitional and unsettled period between the two
wherein violence may be equal to or in excess of
the present, but that is a mere incident. Even in
that case punishment would be but a vioiation of
the principle upon which it is proposed to base the
new society and, hence,a eontinuation of the pres-
ent system.
viduals should pass into the future society so tainted
with erime as to continue to steal, rape and mur-
der after the incentive had been removed (prepos-
terous proposition!), for we understand that the ab-
olition “of the State is the renoval of the cause of
crime, punishment is but adding crime to crime and
is a proposition whi¢h an Anarchist cannot under
any cireumstances entertain. But 1 do not admit the
possibility of phenomena without cause, and if the
cause of crime be abgent in the future society crime
itself cannot be present. As the tree is judged by
the fruit it bears, so the test of the future society
must be the presence or absence of crime. One
thing I am logically sure of: there can be no ‘‘pun-
ishment” under Anarchism. J. H. M.

COMMERCIALISM AND ANARCHISM.

1 want to reply in one article to three, since all three
are seeking my scalp (which, T acknowledge, I myself
put in their way) on the same subject. |

A, I, said freedom was unthinkable while Commer-
cinlism remained. I took bim to mean that freedom
would make it impossible to keep up commercial so-
ciety even for a moment, and asked what he meant by
freedom. *) He answers by defining freedom so as to let
men be commercial if they wish, but explains that the

" commereirl spirit of ‘‘get as much as you can and ren-

der as small a return as you may” necessarily leads
men to support government, and always will as long as
that spirit exists.
But is it not true that government gives its average
supporters surprisingly little and takes from him un-
reasonably much? Ii so, will not the commercial spirit
(as defined by A.d.) lead the average man to quit sup-
porting government as soon as he gets sense enough to
act logically on that spirit? Or does A. L. think that
people cannot get sense enough to be logical instead of
illogical commercialists without at the same time get-
ting sense enough to become communists? t)
. Besides, if it is to be impossible. to get liberty while
the spirit of greed continues rampant, we must get rid
of the spirit ol_greed first—while we are still under gov-
ernment—in order to get liberty aiterward. ) Can we

*) That is just what I meant to say, for as soon as

But if it were possible that some indi- |

[ admit there may be ;en.nier life than the average man; but as to their being

| of no imporrance to the radical movement, I can’t see
it. Kropotkin and William Morris are products of col-
lege training ; are they useless? The school-teachers
of the country are recruited mainly from this class; is
their influence on the rising generation unimportant?
And as to the impossibility of such an element undar
Anarchism, I ean see nothing likelier for the twenty-
year-old member of Anarchist gociety than that he
should be expected to do enough productive work W
meet part of the expense of his support, but that part
of that expense should be borne by others in order that
he may give more time to his studies, the value of
which the community will receive as he grows older.

American college student tosday. |

I am surprised that the subject of my personal cir-
cumstances should seem so important to Tue Fire-
BRAND’S contributers; but, as it seems to be a subject
of interest, I know no reason why 1 should not submit
my expense account. [ left college, and ceased to de-
pend on my father, in the summer of 1891. In the five
years since then (counting in the spring of 1896, for
which I am now engaged) I have been able to get steady
work only two and a half vears. Ofmy unemployed
time I spent one and a half years in study, being sup-
ported mainly by funds for the help of needy students.
The other year, my first unemployed year, L lived on
borrowed money; I won’t do it again if I can help it.
In the five years have earned $1000 cash and $500
in board (nominal value; cash value less), have bor-
rowed'$535 and repaid $60 of it so far, and received
$350 of charity. Thus the amount I have had to live
on, reducing board to cash, has been about $465 a year.
Of this the odd $65 a year has gone for books, which
are to a considerable extent tools of my trade. This
account may make me out richer than some people,
but I protest that it does not justify classing me among
fortune’s pampered favorites.

Now to get back to Anarchism and Communism.
Comrade Morris thinks I don’t know what Communism
is, because I called public roads, public shools, public
charities and free libraries communistic. ~Well, what
is Communism, then? I thought it was having things
for the use of the people in common, or of any of the
people who want to use them. Is not this the condi-
tion of our public roads‘, schools and libraries? About
those I can see no doubt; as to charities, I acknowledge
that they are intended o serve special classes. Hos-
-pitals are only for the sick, poor-houses only for the
poor, blind asylums ouly for the blind. But the service
of these classes is regarded as a common business,
which the community discharges through property held
in common. Since everybody wants the sick cared for,
the provision of hospitals is a service to everybody, not

we reach a condition of freedom Commercialism must | only to the sick; and hospitals are held as common

be absent in that veryanoment. Ina conditiomof éxac-

tion and exploitation freedom would be a mere. phaze
like it is to-day. 2

+) People may ‘[get sense enough to act logically”

’ ernment, but that

“does not say that they would have sense enough to sub-

stitute a condition of freedom. Evidenee : Mackey,

Tucker, and their diciples.

_ 1) 1t is niot the “spirit” that the A”“i‘?’:’{g’zzg‘:} raries were run om Anarchist-Communist lines. But
that es ; .

of Gy mbo%{eunpmdmmd consume according to de-
Gnd nourishment in a condition where 'rades Eich aud Morris.

ists is after or are g

society, the condition people live in,
and therefore we propose a condition

which * would be an unknown term.

property for that purpose. That is-the theory.

As to the other institutions named, I cannot explain
comrade Morris’s failure to see their communistic char-
acter except by supposing that he forgot the existence
of any. Communism except Anarchist-Communisme—
led astray, possibly, by Tucker’s habit of dropping the
prefix. . I certainly never meant to say that public lib-

rest will be answered, I hope, by the com-
" e AL

“of nol|

But this is precisely the most common condition of the |

an instititation may be communistic and yet thoroughly
tied up with legal red tape.

- Conirade Morris seerns unwilling to see that anything
bad can be compatible with anything good. This ap-
pears further where he says that “to the Communist
exploitation and Commercialism are synonymbus
terms,” and infers that, from the Communist stand-
point, Anarchism and Com sialism are ily
incompatible. It is obvious that there is no argument
here unless we first assume that there can be no exploi-
tation under Anarchism. I feel sure that there will be
exploitation whenever a knave and a fool meet, Anar-
{ chism or no Anarchism. The only difference is that it
| will be harder under Anarchism, and so there will be
less of it.

! In my preference of free libraries rather than sub-
scription ones, Comrade Morris finds an instance of
desire “to get as much as possible without rendering
an equivalent” If he knows no other reason for pre-
ferring free ones, | recommend him to study Commaun-
ist literature till be understands some ot the advantages
of Communisim.

I agree as to the neceesity of sturdily opposing all
ideas antagonistic to Anarchist principles. Bat it is
almost equally important not to oppose, in the name of
Anarchism, any ideas not antagonistic to these prinei-

ples. 1 oppose gold-basis money, but I don’t call my
| opposition *Anarehism,” lor I know that under Anar-
| chism those who want gold-basis money can have it.
| Just so comrade Morris opposes Commercialism, and [
| am not trying to make him stop or slacken that opposi-
tion : but he ought not to label it “ Anarchism;” it is
| an independent question. He ackmowledges that An-
|archism “would not interfere with those who chose to
| practice Commercialism ; he will probably also agree
| that they woull get more good from their commercial
! life under Anarchism than from the same commercial
| life under government. Well, then, these are reasons
enough why they should be Anarchists even from the
Commercialist standpoint ; o, when he meeis a man
who will not take any other standpoint, let him use
these reasons to make the man an Anarchist-Commer-
cialist. Surely, however bad that may be, it is better
than a Governmentalist-Commercialist.

Sreruex T. Brixarox,

Flushing, N. Y.

CLIPPINGS AND COMMENTS.

In sight of these manifestations of the modern state,
the anarchist—the rose water and the dirty water var-
jety alike—shout: ‘‘Away with all central directing
authority; see what is dees; it can only do mischief;
it always did mischief!” But socialism is not anarchy.
Socialism does not, like the chicken in the fable, just out
of the egg, start with the knowledge of that day. So-
cialism rejects the premises and conclusions of anarchy
upon the state and upon government. What socialism
saysis: ‘‘Away with the economic system that alters the
beneficent functions of the central directing authority
from an aid to production into a means of oppression.”’
And it proceeds to show that when the instruments of
productions shall be owned no longer by the wminority,
but shall be restored to the commonwealth ; that when,
as the result of this, no longer the minority or any
portion of the people shall be in poverty, and classes,
class distinction and class rule ahaﬁi‘as they necessar-
ily must—have vanished, that then the central directing
authority will lose all its repressive functions, and is
bound to reassume the functions it had in the old com-
munities of our ancestors, become again a necessary
aid and assist in production. <

The socialist, in the brilliant simile of Carl Marx,
sees that a lone fiddler in his room needs no director;
he can rap himself to order with his fiddle to his shoul-
der, and start his dancing tune and stop whenever he
likes. But just as soon as you have an orchestra you
must also have an orchestra director, a central directing
auathority. If you don’t you may have a Salvation
Army pow-wow, you may have a Louisiana™ negro
breakdown, you may have an orthodox Jewish syna-
gogue, where every man sings 1n whatever key he likes,
but you won’t have harmony—impossible. \

It needs this central directing authority of the orches-
tra master to rap all the players to orger at ‘a given
moment; to point out when they shall begin; when to
hive these play louder, when to have those play softer;

to regulate the time of all and preserve the accord.
The orchestra director is not an-oppressor, nor his baton ..
an insignia of tyranny; he is not there to bully any-
body ; he is as necessary or important.as any or all of
the members of the orchestra.

estra. Noone man, no one town, no one state, can be
said any longer to be independent of the otiler; the
whole people of the United States, every individual
theirin, is dependent upon all others.
the machinery of production,—the subdivision of labor,

when to put in this instrument, when to silence that; .

Our system of production is in the nature of an orch-

The nature of -

which aids co-operation and which co-operation fosters, »
and which is necessary to the plentifulness of pro-
duction jlization requi pel an po 2
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working together of all departments of labor, and

therice compel the establishment of a central directing
authority, of an orchestra director, so to speak, of the
orchestra of the co-operative commonwealth.

Such is the state or government that the sccialist
revolution carries in its worab. Today production is
left to anarchy,. and only tyranny, the twin sister of
anarchy, is organized.

Socialism, accordingly, implies organization; organ-
ization implies directing anthority ; and the one and the
other are strict reflections of the revolutions undergone
by the tool of production.—|Daniel De Leon to Boston
WORKINGMEN.

The above is the mature and most powerful argu-
ment that the greatest orator and journalist of the
8. L. P. in this country has been able to bring
against the logic of Anarchism.

Strange as it may seem to soms, the early writers
on Socialism repudiated the authority of the polit-
ical State and sought to establish an industrial State
composed of autonomous communities or groups,
federated to facilitate the interchange of products,
but the “*scientific’” Socialists of today cling to the
political 3tate with its central directing autherily as
the most important of all things, and seek to bring
every relation of !ife under its domination.

The simile of Marx is not worth a fig. The or-
chestra director can instruct his orchestra players in

music and keep watch over their progress, alding
and instructing them, but he has no power to coerce
them into anything. They may withdraw from the
‘orchestra at will and he cannot force them to play,
nor yet can he tax them. No Anarchist denies the
utility of a director in all united undertakings
when the end in view can be gained only by follow-
ing the directions of one skilled in such work, but
his “aunthority” ends with his instructions about the
work in hand.

There is nothing analogous to an orchestra in
the proposed Socialist State. The Socialist State
would have power to compel action at the word of
ccmmand; to control - theaction of its members, and
prevent them from withdrawing. Should the living
of the orchestra players depend upon their employ-
ment by a certain director there might be some

ogy in that the power possessed by the director
would probably canse him to become tyrannical, as
50 often happens under like circumstances. If the
Socialist State had full control of the resources of
‘the earth and Lools of production the central direct-
ing authority, knowing that all must obey it or
starve; would become the embodiment of tyranny
and despotism. E

Industry is not left to Anarchy. Were it, there
would be no involuntary idleness; no panics, trusts,
tariffs, patents ‘or other forms of monopoly, or spec-
ial privilege.

Anarchy would give full scope for all efforts, in-
dustrial, social and artistic, whether individual or
collective, and voluntary Socialism would grow just
as the needs and desires of the people demanded.
But this would not suit the Socialist politicians who
have so long been riding the S. L. P., for they
would then have to come down off their perch and
work on an equal footing with all others.

Under State Socialism everything that did not

suit the central directing authority would be crush-
ed. In Anarchy everything desirable could be
attained. 2 Fi s e e A

= éDHRADE TURNER IN AMERICA.

We learn from the FremmErr, that.comrade Turner of

AN OPEN LETTER.
Mauritz 8. Liden of Portland, Or., in a letter to me
dated March 30, criticises to some length and quite.
severely Liperty Lierary. Ina way he accuses me of
deception. He quotes from the ad. in Firebrand that I
did not write, the words: ‘It is printed on fine book
paper in new clean type and is a model of neatness and
gkill.” #*) Then he wants to know if “God and State” is
printed on fine book paper and if neatness and skill
apply to *An Anarchist on Anarchy.”
I will answer these two questions as follows: “God
and State.” (which has been sold by other publishers
for 10 and 15 cents each, the edition from which mine
is printed being 10 cent and on paper just a little bet-
ter,) and sold by me at 5cent each, or 2} cent each in
qguantities, is printed on print paper, it being so large
that a cheaper paper need be used in order to produce
the book or pamphlet at the low price I putit. Ifan
other edition is called for I may use a better grade of
paper, for I like first class paper, etc.. just as well as
comrade Liden. I did order 50 paper instead of 40T,
but as the paper company had no white of that weight
they sent me 401 paper instead, as I told them they
could do.
The article “an Anarchist on Anarchy” made a little
more than I thought it would, soIhad to pull the
leads and let it go solid.
Beginning with No. 4, I will use 501> paper of another
make and be sure and lead all articles. This will make
a little more expense on my part, but I think it should
be done, even if the receipts are not enough to warrant it.
By comparison I find my pamphlets are as good, if
not better, than many printed by other publishers, and
are as cheap if not cheaper in price.
“Liberty Library pamphlets” are not printed espe-
cially as samples of artistic work and high-grade paper,
but as good as possible at a price within the reach of
many who are too nearly crazed with poverty to be
really competent to criticise art should they see it.
Liserry LiBrARY is published for those who, while as-
piring to art and beauty, are considerate enough to
know that the ideal muat have a sound material basis ;
in other words, LiserTy lIBRARY is not made for the
dilettante.
‘When the poor of France were asking for bread, the
suggestion was made that they eat cake. While the
publishers of Anarchist papers and pamphlets are living
on the paste thatthe cockroaches have refused to eat
they are ‘‘advised” to make fewer errors and turn out
more costly productions.
If about one hali of those who are so profuse with
advice, critici and suggesti would be as lavish
with money as they are with words, a greater part of
their criticisms would be rendered unnecessary. But
as it is, we who deprive ourselves of even a decent
living and get ourselves disliked by a majority of our
former friends, will keep right on doing the best we-can,
and will even rival Mark Tapley in being jolly in our
adverse circumstances.
I would respectfully suggest to those who think Lis-
erry LisrARY pamphlets should be made more artistic,
etc., to go into the¢ publishing business themselves.
When anyone is ready to do better than I can, I will
withdraw and leave him the field; but until that time
I will be found doing business at the old stand.
1 will ask Te FIREBRAND to say nothing about the
merits or demerits of LiBerTy LIRRARY pamphlets from
a mechanical standpoint; let each number speak for

itself. ;
T will add in conclusion, however, that for every letter
depreciating the pamphlets,. twice as many letters

how Anarchy will come, and, how long it is likely
to take to win over to our side-—not a majarity, but
a fairly numerous working minerity. 2

There is nothing to be hoped for from the ballot-
box as a ‘‘convenient weapon” or any other sort of
weapon. Anything worth the winning would be
decided to be ‘“‘unconstitutional,” while anything
declared by the ballot-box to keep us where we are
or oppress us more would be pronounced ‘‘constitu-
tional:” in plain words the ballot-box would be over-
ridden, if it should (most unlikely of possibilities)
decide anything of moment in favor of Anarchy.

As to that which Mr. Byington says regarding ex-
periments and their suppression I fully agree with
bhim.

Should the “inevitable” arrive too soon in the
shape of a violent revolution it would, (in my opin-
ion) not only put us back for many a decade, but,
leave us very much worse off than we now are—even
the poorest of us.*) We are all more or less en-
slaved no w—we must not work for heavier chains.
However, on second thougkt—I thiak we are liable
to get heavier chains without working for them,—
indeed we do get them and will so continue to do,
for some long time to come. )

1 believe in Mr. Byington’s proposal of “more dis-
cussion,” if, only to show us all how very little we
know (comparatively) when our knowledge is ‘*boiled
down.” But I do know'that it is most absurd for
Individualist and Communist-Anarchists to quarrel
over mere words ¢) or how different communities
should live and should co-operate. There will be
abundant room for all experiments to be tried, all
schools to go to school. Let us all work to win
freedom and not quarrel to-day over what we will
do or what we will force others to do(!)under equal
freedom.

I would be most glad to see many of our best
writers co-operate in the suggested discussion.

CLINTON LOVERIDGE-

#) I would like to know how comrade Loveridge
knows we would be worse off. Everything points in
the other direction to me.

+) On the other hand the discontent of the majority,
and the open violation of the laws as they exist ’by an
ever i ing minority, indicates all too clearly that
no matter how many laws are made an ever increasing
nnmber will refuse to meekly wear these chains. How
long it will be until we are entirely rid of our chains I *
would not venture to guess, but I do know that while
government is tending toward despotism, the people
are demanding freedom more and more.

. §) I can see no ground for a quarrel, but the discus-
sion of principles which are to serve as guides for our
actions in the future society is quite as important as
the discussion of any topics. It is not a question of
mere words, but of fundamental principles, and instead °
of being absurd is both important and instructive.

@The Letter-Box,

J. C. B., Hindsboro, 11l.—Your communication re-
cieved in due time and published in No-10. 50 extra
co;iaies were sent you, which we hope you have recieved
before now. ' i

E. S., Chicago.—Sickness has prevented .comrade
Viroqua Daniels from writing—nothing else.

__OrANGE Brossoms, Los Angeles, Cal.—Thanks for the

subscribers and trial list. Can’t you send ina report

of the work accomplished by comrade Gori?

M. L., Chicago, 11l.—The 50 cent recieved and order
for pamphlets filled No. 4 of LiBERTY LIBRARY is out.
It is “The True Aim of A hism” by E. Steinl

London, is carrying on a vigorous propaganda cam-

have been recieved conveying praise most flattering. . | editor of the ARBEITER ZEITUNG. 3

ign in the vicinity of New York. He has spoken on 3
e e p 2 3 £AS . M. Furrox: Der Arme TeurerL,—We had no idea of interpreting
g number of topics in Paterson, N. J., and was to go from 2= : i
he work th The F: ; = poetry for you, but you were undoubtedly wrong in AR g
there to Newark to carry on theé work there. ‘Lhe tRrer- THE PROPOSED DISCUSSION: supposing Basil Dahl advised the Toilers to ‘‘go west =

HEIT says that one good feature of his work is that he is

chiefly working among the American workingmen.

We are glad to know that comrade Turner is at work
in this country, and that during his stay the propagan-
da among the American workers will receive the great-

er part of his attention.

It seems strange that none of our comrades were

Mr. Byington, in issue of March 29. has a contri-
bution of which I here give the last paragraph:

“As’ to how Anarchy will finally come, I should like
to see more discussion. ~ T doubt the practicability of a
minority’s establishing it while a majority are ready to
fight it, and if we must wait till the majority are on our

young man.” We had a few contributions from his
pen last summer, over a different name, and know him
to be a revolutionist. ‘‘Destroy the prisons that con-
fine your breath’” shows that. We are toilers, and as
it was addressed to the toilers, we fezl justified in our
interpretating it as we did. We have had letters from
other toilers ordering quantities of the issue of THE
FireBrAND that contained this poem, and they so un-

side, we shall find the ballot-box the most convenient
weapon. But as soon as we begin to gather much power
we can begin trying to set up hist iety here or
there, and the suppression of these experi ts will
give a series of object-lessons that will bring the major-

derstood it. We did not, nor do not till yet, stop to
question how Tucker understood it. '

interested enough to send us word of comrade Turner’s
arrival, and his work and plans. We wish to make
Tre FiresrAND a journal of the movement, but to do
this we must have the" co-operation of the comrades

1In order to give news of the movement ict"“:o:,"ld gen‘l‘”:ion"t :"‘9.‘ :; ??l&!.'l;u.,, bep.n’ﬁkel'y'htz
comrades. We hope to be able | wopld not be wi to fight either for or against
archism, t thus enable us to maintain our




~ Zitevatuve.

We are in_receipt of a play, entitled “Marriage,”’
by Otto Wichers von Gogh. It was recently pub-

you are convinced of the superstition and nonsens
of its teachings. i
The “Rauskin Co-operative Association’ is em-
phatically State Socialist, both as to membership
and organization, and i3 trying to work aceording to
the formnalas which the S. L. P. proposes to enaet

lished in “Die Fackel” of Chicago. Tbe play was |into general laws for the government of ths country

writen and published in the G
it would be well if it were transiated into English at

the earliest possible date. .

language. but | at large.

In the cities in Fraace where the Socialists have

?ptwd eontrol, since the time of the Cramins,

This play shows that peace and happiness in do- | they have proven themselves the most oppressive
mestie relations come only from love and freedom. |

of %

It also shows how the public d !

| public.

miilers the people have had daring the present Rea-
Oue of their propositions in this country is

but simply the blind, undesigning tendeney to devel-
ope- all forms, and institution in the line of least

Human institutions are the produets of ma's
actions—individual and colleetive—are good or bal,
right or wrong, just or unjust, in propirtion as thiy
serve to assist men in the gralification of their da-
sires; in a higher intellectual growth or broaler
eomprebension of their relations toward one anothsr,
or vice versa. Viewed in this light present institn-
tions are bad. Bad because they stifls intead of do-
tvebpo the nobler imspulses and higher alms of ma,
| and deag wsiliions reeking into degradation and saf-

" j i i meeth ! ’ il i
equality” will pass resolutions in publie 829, | to putl the Anarchists om a reservation, like the fesing, wheo might live full lives of joy and im;

but forget them before they get howe.

how the novels which most girls are so fond of Siate.'”

reading, fill
married lite, and cause them untold isery 48 & co6-
thereof.

| unite economic with political dictakion, snd piace

their minds with false ideas concerning | State Socialises, Bocial-Demoeracy, ov “seienliic

Socialisin as it s usly termed, is an atteapt Lo

It shows | i “ A
| Indians, when they have “conquered the powersof . .= 5, aerwise & ool 10 e

that frost, ice, food, drouth and untitled land are
the right conditions for evolution to davslope &
higher and beller condition for plast life.

it is simply because things ate uot and never wers

“'Phe beroine i this play, having learned that she | it all in the hands of the politicians. This they call | ; g -
had been deceived by her novels burns them, and by | cconomic freedom. | Deieet™ Snk we wizive for helber hings.

asserting her freedom finally gains her hushand’s

full recognition of her rights, and then they wealized the restrictions that the Stale imposes, thas waking |
# joy in each others love that they had never KROWS gecens to all the means of production free to all |
| alike, full knowmng that veluntary co-operntion wiu@

before. AL

| eby without secourse U0 cosrcion, of the dictation of |

Anarehism, on the other hand, strives to remove

supply every need and tujlil every funesion of seci-

No. 4 of Lisgre Lisgasy is ab hand. mlom(hzww sashovity. This is true Bocialism.

number containg ““The True Alm of Anazchism, »
seview of the history of the world and mankind; aud,
the teachings resulting therefrom,” by

{

¥

. Bteinle, in that economaic wag is unsvuidabls.

The Btate makes basbariec wae apon s seighbor,
and o hedges its favorites about wih privileges
5 siseu macribes

'M“m“9“““mmM;‘m.,"ﬂcﬁhﬂ!dtuwmmnwdhﬂﬂwtm hap-

the evolution theory in satural science and history,
and Lrages the development of the race, showing the
mszMvmmwwm
sOTS, mm»mwuvwmmm
by rebellion against established institutions, and that
mmmy_mmuuu‘wduun-.

He eoneludes bhis work thas:

i one wonld carefully study the life and nature
of man, ..-mk:a:;h‘m ywing o2 .
u:.y’lf.hllull liberty bm‘mmwu i
., 'The desire

mits. ;
2. Men will slways work volantarily,

Compulsion, when the fruits of labor come to all alike, | ie just what is
wlabions

Thiese are no spec as, bub facts fous
numerous careful observations ; and on this immay
ok, will the anarehistic-communistic soviety be buils.

Only by voluntary labor, the fraits of whic shall be
freely enjoyed by all, can the general welfare of man-
kind be firmly and furever be established,

And this is the true aim of Anarchism.

@orrespondence.

Fditor Firebrand,

thnlreulmy“ ialist newspap 1 ama Socialst
and when Tue Fiaesuaxp is before me 1 am an Anar
chist, and when I stop to.think whether [ shall cast a
ballot or not at the dpproaching election I am muddled,

Of [ have d led the superstition of reli-
gion, and the hallucination of Bfate (aceording to legal
ensctments with the physical force of sheriff, police
wnd military). i

Phe Anarchist Community called the ‘‘Ruskin Co-
operative A iation”” in T seems to embody
your ideas in practical form, but even there the ballot
is used to decid t ing their co-operative
welfare, Now what [ want to know is this:

As a sincere reformer,after ten years reading of radical
literature, is it best for me to vote or to let the ballot
severely alone? The Socialist Labor Party has been my
choice for gaveral years, but as Tik Firesrasp has
shown the Socialists of the time of the Paris Commune
and preyious, to be in error—sipply filling offices and
doing nothing (same as all the other politicians) per-
haps I had better remain away from the polls,

What I see of government is bad—nine-tenths cor-
Tuption—so I do with it the same as 1 do with an apple
that is nine-tenths rotten—throw it away. Am 1 right?

Anarchism and Socialism seems to be identical;
'b'oth strive 1o bring peace, happiness, and justice to

- the producer. My desire is to avoid war, economic,
_ political or barbaric; and for all to enjoy life to its full

extent—still, my course of action is not clearly defined
‘ag it should be. A New YORK SUBSCRIBER.

N ‘Answer: -
discovered the hallucination of ‘State,

the church collection basket after

f
|

f

i

I
*

F

i

wing truthe, which are |

by voting, or otherwise, is equivalent |

piness, Can you aflord l6 support IS 4k the pu‘ih!
H A

FATALISH.
Fiad inclosed onder of one Dullas which apply o uy

credit on Fissssasn subscrigtion. | see your aad yous

sasovigtes bave yous upe sad downs, yous txials sad
wibulstions, Well sieh s destiny. People who lve
in perp i hine never devel harscter W any

| great exient, You sow sow &b this time, thet which |
kills | you will reap in the fatuse, i
for plessure are then held in natural | ¢ o0y oftien have to laagh when you asssil our pres- |

without uy;"‘

halisti i v

You A

| Brother Breeswe's philosophy may % the minds of
the people of topical India, bus will 806 square with
the experience of Ovcidentals. B A

i SAMPLE COPIES.
| We sent out large numbers of sample copies, and
'k;! yous are recieving the gaper ‘vmhmuo«hinq”mu
| i an v itation W vestigale ke priBeiples. Fon
| want the paper, let us Enow aat yoos shall have 6,
‘;Mywm}muuumnumw»mymm -
| tiom as you can afford.  [f you can’s pey for i and
| want to sead 5, you shall have it anyhow. [f you
| guek the and don™ waat o, please be Eind
enough @ it stopped.  f you have been ing
,::rmnmsmw&m i, asad can ]
I ws some money, please do 6, a8 we are mudly
iz need of I8

Lador Exchaoge Cevtificabes, ~ Labor Tender” or
‘ : ‘will precuse the necessities of life,
will be received i payment for subseription. We
also aceept all kinds of tarm prodiugts,

FIRESRAND LIBRARY.

fed for the présent

UPOn | seem to think that your wisdons is all sufficient for the |
able | Loy of evolution. If evolilion is true, and [ know of | g O

6o logical srgnment that it is not, then the pust Wwas
right and necessary for the present, and the wday

Biasert of Anasuhisin i W
| ¥ wal, by Wm. Holmes
B in alf right. 1 | Giod and the State, by i
Bints | The Commu y ine sad An
Anacchist on Anaschy, by Kecins, both in one
The true sim of A Slarinals
: : , by ¥. Kropothin
&T“MMMCU&;M‘,‘W

with all its greed and avarici is ¥y o
the evolutionary force which will produce & higher and
better condition, To ssy that the past has not been
right is to deny the evolution force in matt and apirit,

Of course | do not find fasls with you, in fact not
with any ome; we are only partsof a grand whole.
You live your life, no one can live it for yoa. You are
no doubt so constituted that the flickering light of lib-
erty can only be seen throumgh Asarchistic glaenen,
Another has some other hobby, and each one thinks
that he has the only paracea for all the evils which
afflict mankind.
1 look on life in & mere philosophical way. I donot
think conditions are wrong. They are the effect of a
cause and the natural result of former conditions, and
necessary for the next step in the round of evolution.
To say conditions in the past and to-day are unatural
and wrong is to say that the Universe is built wrong
and every thing should have been perfect at the begin-
ing. Such u philsophy is antagonistie to evolation, and
theology with its big god and perfect men the only
logical result.

Hoping this will find you and Tug FIREBRAND crew in
good health and fighting trim, I sign

W. H. BREESE.
Comment. 3
In the above brother Breese attempts to critisize
what is going on in the world of action as a looker on
would critisize a circus, only he makes this mistake:
He presupposes that the circus mAD to be, and could
not have been otherwise under any circumstances.
That the ring master and clowns and trained dogs
and horses, and all the attendants are there for a
purpose; not because they want to be there, but be-
cause they HAVE to be there, that the work of circus
showing may go on. In other words his apparent
conception of evolution is the. essence of fatalism
and the design argu ment. :
‘Evolution works=in all things, but it is neither

Ww.bsll-zcyub.un‘ )
A Fex Bev m"m
Anything More, My ? <
Wants aad Their Gratification ; FL. Addi
A Seocvet and Confidentinl Adds
Revolution, & lectare by 3. H. Gordon

U veoch

LIBERTY LIBRARY
MONTHLY

. H, FULTON PUBLISHIER
Columbus Junction, fowa,
SUBSCRIPTION 50 CTS. PER YEAR.

In this Library Mr. Fulton brings out ome or more
vol of hist litera every th. It is
printed on fine book paper, in new clear type, and is a
model of neatness and artistic skill. No. 1 contains
W, Holmes’ “BAses or ANARCHY Historical, Philis-
ophical and Economical.” No. 2 contains “God and
the State,”” by Micheal Bakouni No. 1 tains 16
pages of solid reading matter and is one of the best
pamphlets for missionary work extant. No. 2 contains
44 pages and is the cheapest edition of “God and the
State’ ever issued. No. 3 contains two important es-
says: “The Commune of Paris,”” by Peter potkine,
and “An Anarchist on Anarchy,”” by Elisee Reclus.
This number contains 16 pages, and is excellent to lend
to the prejudiced. They are uniform in style, neatly
bound, artistic title page, and sold at the remarkably
low figure of 5 cents per copy, or 2% cets each in lots
of ten or more; 100 copies or more at 2cents each. o
better means of propaganda isto be found. . Orders
received at this office.

Agents for THIE FIREBRAND,

Charles L. Bodendieck, 1140 Milwaukee Avenue,
Chicago, Il S 3
C, C. Schmidt, 412 South. 13th Str. Omaha, Neb.
_.1.'Rudash, 162 Norfolk street, New Yo&k City. 2

good nor bad; just or unjust; perfect or imperfect;
= ek : " : 1% FEh 2

G. Lang, 197 E. North Stmtquﬂ'nlq,» B SN
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