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Kings lear thy brave and noble words—

Right well, indeed, n:eﬂ may \—

O thoun pleader for the Right!

Prinee indeed art thou this day

Of memn, for in thy might

The foundation stones of Btates—

Kingdoms and Republics—quake,

{u vain the'r bars and prison gates,

Nought can stay thy work, or make

Enlightened Franee forget thy deeds,
Roes Wins,

Items of Anarchist History.
wants more jnstances of nations
without government or crime, besides those given
by Mr. Morris, he can find some excellent ones in
Herbert Spencer’s book “Justice.” The inference
Bpencer draws from the facts is that war is the
cause of both government and crirce, so that tribes
which never fought their neighbors have neither
the one nor the other, :

To Mr. Anderson’s questions I would say that the
earliest eommendation of Anarchy I know is in the
Bible, where once “there was no kitg in Israel;
every man did that which wus right in his own’
eyes,” and when the people wanted to estaplish a
regular government God said they were “rejecting
him,” giving the king the allegiance that belonged

'8:7; 10:19. The earliest argument for Anarchism
is at Athens, about B. C. 450, recorded in the sec-
ond chapter of Xenophon’s Memorabilia, as follows:

“It is said that Alcibiades, before he was twenty
years old, had with Pericles, who was then his
guardian and the chief of the State, the following
conversation about laws: ‘Tell me, Pericles,’ said
he, ‘could you inform me what law is?’ ‘Certainly,’
said Pericles. ‘Do then; said Alcibiades, ‘for I hear
sdbme men praised for being law-abiding, and sup-
pose that this praise could not rightly be given to
one who does not know what Jaw is.’ ‘Well, Aleib-
iades,’ said Pericles, ‘it is no hard thing that you
desire in wishing to know wnat law is, for whatever
the body of the people, having met and come to
a decision, enacts, declaring what must be done and
what not,~all these are laws.’ ‘Meaning that we
should do the good or the bad, which?” ‘The good,
boy,’ said he, and not to do the bad.’ ‘And if it is
not the body of the people, but, a8 where thereisan
oligarchy, a few meet and enact, what must bhe done,
what is that? ‘Everything,’ said he, ‘that the rul-
ing power of the State enacts, after considering
what should be done, is called law.’ ‘Then, even if
a despot, ruling a State, enacts for the citizens what
should be done, is that, too, a law? ‘Whatever a
despot enacts when he is in power,’ said he, ‘this,
too, is called law.” =

‘And,’ said he, ‘what is violence and lawleaghess,

|-was not conce:
ty; in fact,
 twisted the logic a little bit in b

ut persuading them would be viclence
rather than law? ‘Decidedly, Alcibiades! said Per-
icles, ‘and we af your age were good at such things;

| for we practiced snd argued such matiers as you seem
| to me to be practiding now.’

And Alcibiades said:
‘I wish, Pericles, I had met you then, when you
were at your best in these things.””

To see the point fully is sheuld be understood
that Alcibiades inberited & _great deal of property,
and that in the Athenian style of taxation it was
customary to charge & single rich wman with the
whole expense of some important public work for
one year.* Alcibiades snd bis rich young friends, of
eourse, would have their eyés open to see the faults
of that system.

The firat who called himself “Anarchist” and his
doctrine “Anarchism” was, I believe, Proudhon,

Sreraex T, Bymvaron,

Notes from England.
Tm1s year will undoubtedly be the most important
for the Anarchist movement in this country, and

_especially in London, because in the course of the

next few months the International Congress will
take place here, and, judging from the present con-
dition of affairs, it will be the liveliest and longest
of its kind ever held. Of course comrades in Lon-
don will not let the opportunity go by without mak-
ing good propaganda. Already things are assuming
an unpleasant aspect for the gemtlemen who lable
themselves the ‘‘organizing committee”. They assert
that only those organizations which advocate parlia-
mentary action are eligible to representation. This
means that the Dutech Socialists, who are advocates
of revoluti('ma.ry action, with Domela Niewenhuis as
their principal exp t, will e luded. The rev-
olutionary labor organizations in France will share
the same fate, together with numerons other anti

political working class societies in Germany, Bel-
gium, Italy, Spain and America. Yet this cunning
clique of dictators have the audacity to speak in the
name of the proletariat of the world!

* And to avoid confusion, it must be understood that
Alcibiades had not by-his logic established his right to
undisturbed possession of his great wealth. He nher-
ited the wealth, but it must have been accumulated as
a result of enactment, rather than persuasion, and vio-
lent invasion justifies violent resistance. hat he
really did establish by his logic, though he appears not
to have had his eyes open to the
no right to the inherited wealth. Being a rich man, he

-aboat the inyasion of th

being a rich man, h
own favor. Had.

ber of the community ;
followed logic for its own sake, ]
&uog{lytggd non-invagive individual

fact, was that he had |

merm-.

| their customary lack of good tactics, have made so
| many opponents, one way and another, that all the
| diseontented workers will unite with the revelution-
|ary Anarchists in opposition to the exclusivists,
The London Asarchist committee have had sowme
very valuable correspondence with several well
known men in the socialist and labor movement, and
1 might wention here Kier Hardie, Tom Mann, Mos-
risen Davidson and €. Kenworthy have declar-
ed themselves in tavor of admitting Anarchist-Com-
wunists; so it will be seen that in Esgland we have
somd'friends in a very valuable quarter. U April
29th a Weeting was held in Loudon to protest agalnst
our exclusion, which was attended by Anarchists,
Btate Socialists and a few Trade Unionists. J. C.
Kenworthy, Carl Quinn, Miss Marant, Alice Krane,
D. Nieoll, Will Banham and several others address~
ed the meeting, and a resolution was carried in
favor of the admission of delegates from all noun-
political labor organizations.
-

- -

Tuis year the May day demonstration, insofar as
the Anarchists are concerned, was a great success.
in the first place, we were admitted to the demon-
stration committee, which has heretofore been com-
pletely boased by the Social Democrats. This time,
however, owing to “the better spirit” prevailing in
certain sections of the labor movement in London—
notably, the Independent Labor party — the Social
Democratic bossing was greatly medified and we
were, for the first time, enabled to hold a united
demonstration. We had a separate platform, which
had by far the largest crowd around it; our speakers
were in good form and, altogether, in my opinion,
this was the best demopatration we have yet held.

- * *

THE amnesty agitation for the rel of the Wal-
-sall Anarchists, who, it will be Tremembered, were
condemned in 1892 to penal servitude for having
fallen victims to the machinations of a police agent,
still goes ahead by obtaining increasing numbers of
friends and sympathisers in the d d for complete
and immediate amnesty. Comrade Deakin was re-
leased at the beginning of the present year, but not
until the infernal prison system had nearly killed him.

*

{ & & : ?
ON the 19th of March we commemorated the Com- .. -
.mune pf_ Paris by holding a mass mesting. It wasa




- Michel. Kropotkin wrote a letter which was read
" to the audience. He expressed regret at not  being
. able to speak, owing to illness, and pointed out the
causes which led to the failure of the revolutionary
movement in 1871.  Short speeches were made by
nearly a dozen well known comrades, and the meet-
_ing broke up at a late hour, all being apparently well
satisfied with the entire proceedings.
WM. BANHAM.

: Opportunity and Profit.

J. H. M, writes, ‘it will be a great favor if G. will in-
form us how people are to form a joint stock company
who have nothing but their labor to subscribe, and no
opportunity to exercise that.” I am notaware that I
ever made such a proposition and believe that I had
rather take things as they are and “‘buck” with the re-
strictions that are placed upon us by the state, than
attempt such a thing. I would suggest however, that
brains may at times be made take the place of both la-
bor and opportunity. Such tMpsitions have been
known, and the results have been not altogether unfay-
orable.

(2) Opportunity is certainly the fruit of profit. Nor
am I obtuse to the fact that profit is equally the fruit of
opportumly, at times. If Brith owns land beyond his

ts and applies the rental of his surplus land
to tbe purchase of more land; the rental, or profit, cer-
tainly begets further opportunity, It may be claimed
that his owing land in the first place includes both the
opportunity and the profit, but that I deny. The pmﬁl
does not absolutely follow; p ion (let p
constitute opportanity, or monopoly pﬂnAl or com-
plete), does absolutely follow profit.

(3) In his conception of opportunity, monopoly, and
the functions of the state, is strikes me that the Anar-
chist, like the Single Taxer, is altogether too absolute,
not to say dogmatic.  If the state possesses a positive
force for evil it may be made an equally positive force
for good, because good and evil are but different con-
ceptions of the same thing under varying conditions,
and reform via the ballot-hox becomes logical, At the
last analysis we find evil conditions the result of evil
desires (profit) things not amenable to legislative logic
one way or another, and we have never yet found our-
solyes totally unable to ‘do right in some degree, and
doing right, increase our privileges in that direction.
Let us not be too positive, As Bolingbrooke says, we
construct our syntheses too hastily, base them upon too
few facts. A little reflection should convinee, I am sure,
that there is still opportunity, that monopoly is still far
from complete, and the State still fag from absolute, Not
ouoly 8o, but the opportunity may be enlarged as far as
education will allow, and the State virtually abolished

I did not say that the State does not interfere with
our liberties. But, both interference and liberty are
subject to degrees of modification, Oune may possess a
greater or less degrep of liberty even if liberty in the
abstract be not subjecy to qualification,

mn

I eluim that the Btate does not materially interfere
with our liberties, The laws are not exactly the same
for all, as we have reason to know, still, the special
privileges that have been gained, have obviously been
gained, to a great extent, by superior cunning, and that
cunning must be met by equal cunning according to the
law of competition, in order to equalize, or nearly
equalize, conditions.

(4) For instance, the law bestows titles to land, the
base of all opportunity, but land titles do not constitute
absolute land monopoly, much as it might horrify a
pingle Taxer to hear one say so. In the first place,
there is an abundance of land, not exactly where we
want it perhaps, still an abundance. Nor is it;absolutely
necessary to get off the earth to avoid paying rent. One

may devise and carry out schemes to become one’s owg}
. landlord, privately or publicly, an’_'d scoop the ront-ptt%

fit himself, or themselves. Taxes then come in as
confiscator—not that I advise taxation in any form;
only, ni; we have taxation we might as well use it as a
means to an end while it lasts. And, itis to be noted
that the more progress we make in this direction the

- easier it becomes, both good and evil bemg cumulative
" forces.

£
. That there are barriers in the way goes W|thout say-
ing, but that those barriers are absolute few will say.
-« We have departed considerably from ‘‘the straight and
-narrow path’” and the:e’&nrlﬁng way-to walk back, but
the more we walk in the right direction the sooner we
“:u get there. That I'believe is good arithmetic.
) If we wait for ““propaganda” to take effect, I fear

.{self has no place in Anarchist philosophy.

we shall wait a long time, and however pleasant these
discussions may be, the atmosphere of the west favors
doing something, if it is only blundering about ’til the
open door is found. Let us beware of constructing
“‘synthetic philosophies’ lest we find as did one Spen-
cer, that Paul, an ancient and itinerent preacher, on
Anarchy bent, crammed the whole business' into a
single line. This loving one’s neighbor as oneself—with-
out profit—is a terrible dangerous thing in the hands of
an expert, unfortunately we have not yet learned the
use of the article to any great extent.

Then as to “propaganda’ ; present conditions are con-
structing a propaganda a thousand times more effect-
ive than any we may expect to send forth in the next
five centuries, a propaganda that is sending us to perdi-
tion without ceromony.

Yes, organize by all means and in all places to de-
stroy profit, the devil that is destroying us, and bestow-
ing opportunity—epecial opportunity, perhaps I should
say—upon a few. Since the formatiop of this republic
we have done little but organize for the devil, let us
now organize a little on our own account. " It is'not or-
ganization, or monopoly so-called or legislation, that
we need fear so much as our own Ignorance, our own
desire for profit. We let names frighten us too easily.
The devil is profit and profit the devil, G.
(1) G. did not state his proposition in just that
form, but that is what it amounts to. His proposi-
tion was that we are still free to organize stock com-
panies. Since there are millions of “us” who have
nothing to subseribe but our labor, which we have
uo opportunity to exercise, I asked to have the liber-
ty pointed out; but G. evades the point. The prop-
osition that brans may take the place of labor and
opportanity is entirely too oceult for me. We could
not make mueh of opportunity withoat brains, it is
true; and withou! opportunity brains can do vothing

-come to mutnal rwognmon of each other‘a rights;
and even ruling out the question of rights, it is still
true that in equality of opportunity is our best insur-
ance against personal deprivation or restriction ot
opportunity. H. .

Reward and Punishment.

Address before the eourt in France by Comrade George
Etlevant, sentenced to five years im & as being
concerned in the robbery of dynami

GentLeMEN :—I wish to make a few remarks as tomy
position here at the bar on trial, and as to yours, gen-
tlomen of the jury, as my judges. I want to say that
our ideas are so different that we should at least make
the attempt to comprehend the forces that have influ-
enced and controlled us both. We are not born into
the world with any preconceptions; no ideas are innate
in us. They come to us by means of our senses,
through the environmeut in which we lived.

So true is this that if we are devoid of a sense we can
form no eonception of the sensations resnlting in that
sense. For instance, a person blind from birth can have
po idea of the variety of color, because he is devoid of
the faculty required for perceiving the color of ebjects.

born, we p inag or less degree, in one line
of thought or another, a power of assimilation arising
from the greater or less degree of receptivity which we
posess on that subject. Thus, for instance, some learn
with ease mathematics, while others show a great apti-
tude for languages. This power of assimilation which
we possess can be developed io each of us to an extent
varying ad infisitum by means of the maultiplicity of
analagous sensations which we recceive.

But just as, if we use our arms almost exclusively,
they will aequire greater strength to the detriment of
other portions of our body, they will become more ape
w fulfill their office in proportion as our other limbs be-

At any rate, I never saw a loaf of bread that was the |
produet of brain alone.
(2) Profit may be the means of monopolizing op- |
portunity, certainly. Hat it is equally certain that |
profit cannot be realized withont the possession of
opportunity. Profit depends upon opportunity pri-
marily. Opportunity does not depend primarily on
profit. If opportunity were not monopolized neither |
profit nor the acquisition of opportunity through
profit could exist.

(3) The Anarchist does not admit that the State
may become **a force for good”, for the simple reason |
that the invasive force by which alone the State can |
exist is fundamentally bad. The use of foree is just-
ifiable only in resisting invasion. The good the|
Anarchist strives for i3 the absence of foree, hrme
the absence of the State. But if ;. sees in the State |

possibilities of great good, why does he wish l'
wpractically abolished”? and if he believes *‘reform |
via the ballot box logieal”, why does he write arti-
cles conderuing majority rule? Though to some of {
us is still left a little opportunity, to the millions

mentioned above monopoly is complete, the State is E
absolute, and the number who find themselves in

‘this predicament is daily increasing. Surely the lib-
erties of this growing number is “‘materially” inter-
fered with. In what way could a joint company of
such people secure opportunity? By direct expro-
priation only.

(4) May I ask where to find the abundance of land
that aay be had without paying rent? If he has in
mind government land, he forgets that government
ownership is monopoly, and that in order to secure
himself in the possession of this land he must not
oniy fee the oflicials to begin with, but he must ever
after pay a rental called a tax. Besides, tools are
necessary to work the land, and who has no tools and
no 15 of obtaining them is still excluded from
mm&ﬁmﬁﬂ. even though the land itself were
free. The ‘“‘rent-profit” he speaks of is dependent
on land monopoly. If all were possessed of equal
opportunity there would be no rent-profit to scoop.

(3) The command to love your neighbor as.your
Since
love is a thing not to De compelled, that command
goes with the rest. Love of self, or 'self-interest, is
the basis of - Anarchism, as it is the basis ot all hu-
man effort. One will love his neighbor if he is lova
ble; otherwise he, cannot. Neighborly love is too
unreliable an article to- serve as a basis for a social
system. But indepgndent of love or hate, we can

|

| otherwise.

come less 80, even 8o the wore cur power of assimila-

| tivn exereises itself in consequence of the multiplicity

of analagons sensations produced by one line of thought,
all the more, relatively to the whole of our facalties,
shall we resist the assimilation of ideas derived from an
adverse line of thought. Thus it is that if we bhave

| come to consider one sort of thing or idea true and good

we shall be shocked at all contrary ideas snd oppose a
great power of resistance to their assimilation, although

| to auother they may appear so natural and so just that

he cannot in good faith understand
Every day we see examples of this, and |
do not thisk any one will seriously deny its truth. This

fact once formulated and admitted, as each act is the

| result of ong pr several ideas, it becomes evilent that
|

in order to judge a man, in order to understand the re
sponsibility of an lndwl-l\ul in the accomplishment of a
| deed, we must be able to know each of the sensations
which bave led to the accomplishment of that deed, ap-
preciate their intensity, know the power of assimilation

jor force of resistance which each of thew bhas encoun-

(ewd in him, as well as the time during which he has

| been under the influence, first, of each of them, then,
| of several, and last, of all,

Now who can give you the faculty of perceiving and

! feeling what others perceive and feel or have perceived

and felt? How can you judge an individual if you can
not know precisely the canses which have led to his
act? And how can you get to know all these causes as
well as their relationship to each other, if you cannot
penetrate the hidden workings of his brain and identify
yourself with him so as to know his inner self? Bat in

grder to do that it would be necessary to understand

his disposition better than one often understands one’s
own; much more than this —it would be necessary to
have a similar disposition, to subject oneself mthe;ame
influences, to live in the same environment for the same
period, for that would be the only way to become aware
of the number and strength of the influences of the en-
vironment when compared with the-power of assimila-
tion which those influences have encountered in the
individual. :

It is thus impossible to judge our fellow creatures, as
it is impossible for us to know precisely the influences
which they.obey and the strength of the sensations that.
determine their acts when compared with their power
of agsimilation owtheir forces of resistance. But if this
impossibility did not exist we should, at the most, only
be uble to appreciate exactly the various influenc-

es which they obeyed, their mutual relationship, the
greater or lesser power of submitting fhemselves to

these influenges; but, for all that, we Should not be ~

able to judge of thclr respousxblllhy in the accomplish-
ment of an act, for this good and great reason—respon-
Blblllty does not exist.

Besides, according to the abilities with which we are”” *



e —

e

To understand well the non-exist of resp jlb'll-
ty it suffices to consider the various intellectual faculties
displayed in man. :For responsibility to exist it would
be necessary that the will should determine the sensa-
tions, just as these determme the thought and that
~ determines the dct.
sensations which determine the will, which give rise to
it in us, and which direct it. For will is only the desire
which we have to accomplish something destined to
satisfy one of our needs— that is to say, to obtain a
pleasurable sensation, to avoid a painful sensation;’
consequently, we must feel or have felt these sensations
in order that will may rise in us. And will, created in
us by sensations, can only be changed by new sensa-
tions; that is to say, it can only take a new direction,
pursue a different object, if new sensations give rise in
us to a new line of thought or modify our former line of
thought. This has been recognized in all ages: you
yourselves recognize it; for, after all, do you not hear
pleaded before you the case for the prosecution and the
defense, that new sensations, reaching you through the
sense of hearing, can give’ rise in you to a will to act in
one way or another, or modify your former will? But
as I said in the beginning, if one is accustomed, in con-
sequence of a long succession of analagous sensations,
to consider one icea good and just, all contrary ideas
will shock us, and we present a great foree of resistance
to the assimilation of them.

It is for this reason that old people adopt with diffi-
culty new ideas because, in the course of their exist-
ence, they have been subjected to a number of ¢ nsa-
tions arising from the environment in which they have
lived, which have led them to consider as good ideas
those which are in accordance with the generally ac-
cepted idea of right and wrong prevailing in that envi-
ronment. It is for this same reason that the conception
of justice and injustice has constantly varied in the
course of centuries, that today it varies greatly in dif-
ferent countries, in different nations and even in differ-
ent men ; and as these diverse conceptions can only be
relatively good and just, we must conclude that a great
portion, if not the whole, of mankind are yet at fault on
this subject. This ulso explains to us why an argument
that will convince one mun will leave another unmoved.

But, whatever happens, he who is struck by an argu-
ment will be unable to prevent his will being influene-
ed by it in some direction ; and he whom the argnment
has left unmoved will be unable to prevent his will

ivg in the same condition as before; conse-
quently the one ble to prevent himself from
acting in on way, the other in a contrary way — unless
new sensation should intervene to modify their will.

Although it may sound like a paradox, we perform
"no act, good or bad, no matter how ingignificant it may
be, which we are not forced to perforin, gince every act
18 the result of the relationship which exists between
one or more sensations arising from the environments
in which we live and the greater or lesser power of as-
similation which they may encounter in us. Then,
since we cannot be responsible for the greater or lesser
power of assimilation which we possess with regard to
some order of sensations, nor for the existence or non-
existence of influences arising from the environment in
which we live and for the sensations ‘Juch result from
it, uny more than for their relationship to each other
or for our greater or lesger respective faculty or force of
resistance ; neither can we be responsible for the result
of this relationehip, since it is not only independent of
our will, but determines our will. Hence, any judicial
act is impossible, and punishment and reward are alike
unjust, however slight they may be, and however great
the good or évil of the deed.

By the mere fact of birth every human being has a
right to live, labor and be happy. This right of circu-
lating freely in space, the earth under one’s feet, the
sky above one’s head, the sunlight in one’s eyes, the
air in one’s lungs, this primordial right, this impre-
geriptable and natural right anterior to all others, is to-
day aenied to millions of human beings.

_These disinherited millions, from whom the rich

* have taken the earth, the common mother, cannot take
a step to the right or left, cannot eat or sleep — cannot,
in a word, give free play to their organs, cannot satisfy
their needs and live without the permission of other
men; their life is always precarious, at the mercy of
the caprice of those who have become their masters.
They cannot circulate in the great domain of humanity
without encountering barriers at every step, without

- being stopped by the words: “‘Don’t go into that field,
it is So-and-s0’s ; don’t go into that wood, it belongs to
_ this one; don’t pick that fruit,. don’t eatch thoee fish,
they be]ong to that one.” -

"But, on the contrary, it is the|

are not to use them—;i it is not right for them to make

. And if thcy ask, _“Why, ‘then, what have we got?”’ |
they will be answered, ‘“Nothing! you have nothing.””
And already, while still quite small, their brains are so
fashioned by religion and law that they may accept
without murmuring this outrageous injustice.

The earth revolves around the sun and presents al-
ternately each of its sides to the vivifying influence of
that star, but this great revolution is not made for the
equal benefit of all human  creatures; for the earth be-
longs to gome and not to others—men: have bought it
with their silver and gold. But by what subterfuge has
this been accomplished, since gold and silver are con-
tained in the edrth with other metals? How is it that
a part can equal in volume the whole? How is it that
after buying the earth with their gold they still p

disappear; for all are born'eq:
the social laws that make men ba.d ani

and SpT Loy iy l.nd 1 B SIS
tims. Every man is an independent aut
—that is why the ind d of each sh

spected. Every attempt against natural liberty, every A
enforced restraint, is a crime which calls for revolt.
I am well aware that my ar t bears no rel
to the political economy taught by M. Leroy-Beaulieu,
nor to the morality of Malthus, nor the Chistian Social-
ism of Leo XIII., who preaches the r of
riches while himself surrounded by wealth, and humil-
ity while proclaiming himself first of all men. I amwell

aware that this natural philosophy runs ter to all
lly ted

ve)

that gold? Mystery! All, from the depths of the earth
and the bottom of the seas to the tops of mountains, all
belongs to them.” Forests formerly grew so that this
man could give a dowry to his daughter ; geological rev-
olutions took place that that man might give a palace
to his mistress; and it was in order that they might
drink champagrie that those forests were slowly con-
verted intolcoal.

While they ure able to traverse the earth in all di-
rection, to enjoy all horizons, to live in constant com-
munion with nature, and to seek at the inexhaustible
source of poetry the most refined and,sweet sensations
that can thrill a human being, you shall have for all
your horizon the four walls of your hovel, your work-
shop, the penal settlement or the prison; a mere hu-
mun wachine whose life consists of one act indefinitely
repeated, you must recomence each day the task of yes-
terday, until some wheel breaks in you, or worn out and
old you are cast into the gutter as unable to provide
them with sufficient returns. Woe to you if illness cast
you down—if, young or old, you shounld be too weak to
produce at the good p e of the p ing el $
Woe to you if you find no one to whom you may prosti-
tute your brain, your arm, your body — you will fall
from abyss to abyss ; they will make a crime of your
rags, a reproach of your pangs of hunger; the whole so-
ciety will hurl anathemas at you, and Authority inter-
vening, law in hand, will ery after you: “Woe to the
homeless! woe to those who have no roof to shelier
them ; woe to him who has no bed on which to rest his
weary limbs! woe to him who dares to be hungry when
others have overfed ! woe to him who is cold when oth-
ers are warm ! woe to vagabonds! woe to the vanquish-
ed!” Law will strike them for having nothing when
others have all. ““lt is just,” says law. ‘It is a crime,”
say we; ‘‘it must not be — it must cease to exist, for it
is unjust,”

Too long have men accepted as a moral law the im-
pression of the will of the few and powerful ; too long
has the wickedness of some found accomplices in the
ignorance and cowardice of others; too long have men
been blind to the voice of reason, justice and nature;
too long have they accepted lies as truth, And here is
the truth: What is life but a perpetual process of as-
similation and dispersion which incorporates with the
human being molecules of matter in diverse forms and
then snatches them away to combine them anew in a
thousand different ways; a perpetual process of action
and reaction between the individual and his environ-
ment, which is composed of all that is not himself ; such
is life! All things animate and inanimate perpetually
tend, by their continuous action, to the absorption of
the individual, to the dissolution of his identity, to his
death. Nature only fashions new'from old; she always
destroys to create; she brings life out of death, and she
haa to kill what is to give birth to what shall be. Thus
life is only possible to the individual through perpetual
reaction between himself and the (otality of things that
surround him. He can only live on condition of com-
bating the dgcomposition which all things subject him
to, by assimilating to himself new molecules which, in
his turn, he must borrow from everything.

And, indeed, all animate objects, at whatever stage of
organization they may be, from zoophites to men, are-
provided with requisite faculties for combating the de-
composition of their organisms by incorporgting in
themselves new elements borrowed from the onviron-
ment in which theéy live. = All are provided with more
or less perfect organs designed to prevent the presence
of causes_likely to bring about too swift a decomposi-
tion. All are provided with organs enabling them to

“fight against the disorganizing influence of thie elements.

Why should they be provided with. these organs if they

use of them? 5 Tl

Let the one side cease to deny | the ot.her fﬁ nghf. to 't,h

life and h wilL

and p and‘“ d

ideas, be they religious, moral or '
polmcal Bat its ultimate victory is assured for it is s
superior to all other philosophical theory, to all other
moral ¢ tion, for it vindi no right for one that,
it does not equally vindicate for others; and it means
true equality, it implies justice. It does not bend before
either time or environment—and does not proclaim the
same action both good and bad. It has nothing in com-
mon with that double-faced morality common among
wen now-a-days which decides an action to be good or
bad according to the latitude or longitude in which it is
performed. And as it does not admit of either punish-
ment or reward, it does not call for the guillotine on the
one hand and an apothecsis on the other. In place of
the innumerable and ever-changing moral laws invent-
ed by some to enslave others, and proving their frailty
by their very number and instability, it substitutes
natural justice, the immutable law of good and evil,
which is the work of no man, but results from the inter-
nal organization of each. The good is that which is
good for us, which p for us pl rable sensa-
tions, and as it is these sensations that determine our
will, the good is that which we desire; evil is that
which is bad for us, that which gives us painful sensa-
tions, that which we do not desire. Do as you wish, is
the only law our justice recognizes; for it proclaims the
liberty of each in the equality of all.
Those who think none would work unless compelled,
forget that inaction is death—that we have energies to
expend in order to renew them continuously, and that

{ health and happiness can only be preserved by activity

—that as none wish to be unhappy and ill, all will havo
to use their organs so as to enjoy all their faculties; for
a faculty which is not used does not exist, and that
means one source of happiness less in the life of the in-
dividual.

Tomurrow, as today, as yesterday, men will wish to
be happy, they will always expend their energy, they
will always work; but as the work of all will be pro-
ductive of social wealth, the happiness of all and each
will be augmented thereby and thus each will be able to
enjoy the luxury to which he is entitled ; for there is no
such thing as the superfluous, and all that can exist is
netessary.

Man is not only a stomach — he has also a brain; he
requires books, pictures, statues, music, poetry, just as
he requires bread, air and sunlight; but, just as in his
consumption he must be limited only by his power of
consumption, so in his production he must be lim-
ited only by his power of production, and as he con-
sumes according to his needs, he must produce accord-
ing to his capacity. And who can know his needs bet- g
ter than himseli? Who can know his capacity better
than himself! No one: consequently man must pro- g
duce and consume according to his own will,

Humanity has always had the latent knowledge that
it could only be happy and that all the beautiful quali- :
ties of human nature would only be able to expand un- &
der Communism. ; ;

Thus the golden age of the ancients was based on
common property, and it never occurred to the choicest g
natures who have poetised the past that the happiness
of man was compatible with private property. They
knew by intuition or experience that all the evils and
vices of humanity arise irom the antagonism of irftér-
ests created by individual appropriation unlimited by
needs, and they never dreampt of a society without
wars, murders, prostitution, crime and vice which was
not also without property:owners.

It is’ because we wish for no 'more wars, murders,
prostitution, vice, and crime that we atruggle for hu-
man hberty and dignity. Our enslavementteaches men
to revolt;. our imprisonwent that they have a nght to
hberty : and by our death they le&rslixmtﬂat they’have




represent, tomorrow, and you yesterday ; and no one has
the power to prevent each minute that goes by from
bringing nearer the morrow and distancing yesterday.
Yesterday has always tried to bar the way of the mor-
row and it has always been conquered in its very victo-
ry; for the time it had .passed in conquering had
brought it nearer its defeat.

It made Socrates drink the hemlock ; it made Galileo
recant under pain of torture; it burnt John Huss, Ste-
phen Dolct, William of Prague, Giordano Bruno; it
guillotined Herbert, Babceuf; it poisoned Blanqui; it
shot Flourens and Ferre.  What were the names of the
judges of Socrates, of Galileo, of John Huss, of William
of Prague, of Stephen Dolct, of Giordano Bruno, of
Herbert, of Babeeuf, of Blanqui, of Flourens, of Ferre?
No one knows; they are the past; they were dead
while yet they lived. They have not even attained the
fame of Erostrates, while Socrates is immortal, while
Galileo yet lives, while John Huss exists, while William
of Prague, Giordano Bruno, Stephen Dolct, Herbert,
Babceuf, Blanqui, Flourens and Ferre live.

Thas we shall be happy in our misfortune, trinmph-
ant in our misery, victorious in our defeat. We shall
be bappy, whatever happens; for we are certain that
at the breath of the ronovating idea others will be
brought to the truth, others take up our interrupted task
and bring it to a good end ; and that a day will come
when the star that gilds the harvests will shine on hu-
manity without armies, without cannons, without front-
iers, without barriers, without prisons, without magis-
trates, without police, without laws and without gods;
free at last intellectually and physically, and men, rec-
onciled with nature and themselves, will at last be able
to quench their thirst for justice in the universal har-
mony.

What matters it if this great day be impurpled by the
glow of fires? what matters it il in the morning of that
day the dew be bloody? The tempest is also useful to
purify the atmosphere; the sun shines more brightly
after the storm.

And the glorious sun of liberty shall shine and hu-
manity be happy. Then each sheltering his individual
happinees behind the universal happiness, no one will
do evil because it is to no one’s advantage to do evil.

Free man in the midst of enfranchised humanity will
be able to march unhindered from victory to victory for
the good of all toward the unbounded infinity of his in-
tellectual powers.—(Slightly condensed, from ‘‘ Anarchy
on Trial”.

July the ¥Fourth.

ONE more anniversary of our glorious ‘‘national
birthday” will have passed before this paper goes to
press. Again the great American eagle— the robber
of both land and sea — will have screamed of liberty
and a thousand cannon will have thundered forth in
glorification of the shaking off of the British yoke by
the American colonies.

Strains of music will bave noated out upon the
air from tens of thousands of brass instruments, and
wild and florrid flights of rhetoric will have been in-
dulged in by hosts of politicians and pettyfoggers.
Millions of dollars will have been spent in fireworks
and costly street parades.

And all for what? Isthe right of revolution the
theme of the orator, or revolutionary songs the mus-
ic discoursed by band and chorus? - I should say not.

This gala day, this great American holiday is sup-
posably a celebration of the heroism and courage of
our forefathers who dared to revolt against him
whom God had appointed o rule over them, and. to
launch that famous revolutionary document, the
Declaration of Independence, upon the sea of ad-
venture, and teach and foster a love of liberty and a

it of rebellion against tyranny. But is that the
purpose today? 1 should say not.

‘Long ago the old fire of“’e'ﬁthusiasiﬁx burned out in
the breasts of the American people. No longer do
people assemble te express their love for the “land
of the free and the home of the brave’’. But the
merchant, steeped in the greed of gain, the politi-
cian, anxious for popular applaud and cheap notorie-
ty, and the real estate shark, desirous of increasing
the value of his town lots, get together and arrange
a program and advertise their ‘“‘celebration”, secure
reduced rates of transportation on the rivers and
railroads, and work their venture for all it is worth.

The farmer, weary of following the plow, the me-
chanic, anxious for a little recreation, and the chil-

s

dren, attracted by the blare of bands and the gay
colored bunting, all flock to the city to see and hear
and to spend their hard earned dollars and pennies.

This is the average Fourth of July celebration of
today. A farce, a humbug. Itis prompted by the
commercial spirit and contributes to the support of
present methods. While the glitter is dazzling the
eyes and the strains of ‘‘Hail, Columbia” and the
beautiful words of the silver-tongued orators are be-
guiling the ears of the listening multitudes, there
are other forces at work unseen and unrecognized.
While the government is being glorified and lauded
to the skies, the insidious power of that-government
is depriving thousands of their homes and prevent-
ing millions from earning a living, and as surely as
time goes on and effect follows canse rebellion
against such conditions must come. For every shout
of praise there are a million groans of agony; for ev-
ery word of eulogy there is a curse of hatred, and as
the band plays “My Country” the sensitive ear can
catch (he wail of starving children and the moans of
disconsolate mothers. Thus the farce of glorification
of our country’s greatness goes on, and the fires of
revolution smoulder below. [Henceforth let every
fourth of July celebration close with a dirge in
mourning for the loss of true manhood and the love
of liberty.xile labor, clothed in rags, drapes the

Goddess of"fiiberty in black.
HENRY ADDIS.

Note and Comment,

AN illustration of how much may be expected
frcm political action can be seen from the present
attitude of some of the democrats, as well as that of
the Peoples Party National Executive Committee.
Henry M. Teller, the bogus silverite from Colorado,
is being favored by them for presidential nomination
as the combined silverite candidate. He is a repub-
lican in every sense, his record on the silver question
very faulty, and should he be elected he would un-
questionably use his patronage to build up the silver
wing of the republican party, and yet the party that
four years agd was declared o be revolutionary, by
its leaders, now proposes to elect him to the presi-
dency of the United States. Thus political action
has turned what at first was a revlutionary move-
ment in a time serving hypocritical effort to gain a
little power.

*
* *

IF the money that has been and will be wasted by
the workingmen this year on election campaigns was
expended in co-operative efforts apd for radical
propaganda, much good would undoubtedly result

therefrom, the day of emancipation be brought much

nearea. " H. A.

@The Lettex-Box.

L. E. P., Chicago.—Your photograph is a desirable
addition to our ‘‘crank gallery.” Accept thanks and
an exchange.

J. A. P., New York City.—The gold pin and locket,
to be raffled for the press fund, received. When the
articles are disposed of we will give you credit in
the press fund. Thanks.

0. W. v. G., Chicago.—Your manuscript received
and will “keep’’ until we have room. Articles should
be confined within as small a space as possible until
we are able to enlarge to eight pages.

J. M. P., Los Angeles, Cal.—You will notice in the
discussion going on that we agree with you that ‘‘there
is no middle road between tyranny and liberty,” and|
are doing our best to convince others of the fact. Thanks
for subscriptions.

H. A. K., Boston.—It appears to me that your article
in reply to Morris is simply a reassertion of your former
contentions, and a reply would simply be a reassertion
of the former reply.~ This, it is evident, would be a
waste of timé and space, and I fear our readers would
tire of so monotonous a discussion. We have already
been accused of having too much discussion of what we
will do under Anarchy. I think that people who know
how to secure Anarchy will know how to deal with in-
vaders. Read “Reward and Punishment’ in this issue
before carryinng the discussion any further. A. L

The Free Initiative,

This is the name of a new association of French,
Spanish, German, Italian and Jewish Anarchists,
who intend to join some colony or establish a new
one, to be conducted on Anarchist-Communist prin-

ciples, with the special purpose of furnishing a home

and school for orphans of comrades and children of
imprisoned parents. In ordor to obtain means for
the undertaking it is proposed to issue 5000 shares or
memberships at one dollar each, which will be paid
back from a fund to be provided for the purpose.
These‘arrangements are made to enable any com-
rade to become a member. For further information
address L. Rudasb, 162 Norfoik street, New York.
The committee meets every Saturday, 8:00 p. m., at
this address.

An Anarchist Allegory.

DesiriNGg to make an allegory with the titles of all
the periodicals, past and present, which defend and
have defended the Anarchist idea, all groups, editorial
boards and comrades are requested to send a copy of
each periodical to G. R., La Voz de la Mujer, A. Barcla,
Casilla de Correo 1277, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The Anarchist press of Europe and America are re-
quested to copy.

Printing-Press Fund.

Receivep, for the purpose of buying a printng press
for Tue FIREBRAND, as follows:

Previously acknowledged. .............. $16.00
C. Piuetzner, Chicago......... ........ 2.00
Receipts.

Pluetzoer, $2.00. Morwitz, $1.00. Masur, 75c. Klos,
Allen, Enright, McGraft, Coyle, Johnson, Fuller, Klein,
Frank, Soupel, Novak, each 50c. Teary, Taylor, Maja,
Dubinsky, R‘eetf, each 25¢.

MAHA: PROGRESSIVE CLUB, meets Wednes-
days, 7 p. m., at 616 South Tenth Street.

T() THE FRIENDS OF THE FIREBRAND.—For
the benefit of this paper I will send intructions for
mounting and preserving any sized bird, from a hum-
mer to an Eagle, without skinning, to any one sending
25 cents to Tue FireseaND and a self-addressed, stamp-
ed envelope to Ep. Gorg, Warren, Minn,
P S.—X?ter receiving it, if your conscience troubles
you for receiving so much for so little you can rel‘mt.
something to the sender. E. G.
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