I\ G

b oo BN AL

) . 33 -
QA 0 :

Holding that Equality of Oppart

A Expanzal‘of Anarchst:- Communism:

O i
unify alone Constitutes Liberty that In the Absence-of

Monowoly Price and Competition Ceaml Exst, and that Conminism Is an Inevitatle Consen

b PP
ueace:

e

Vor. III. No. 8.

PORTLAND, OREGON, SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 1897,

Wnore No. 112. 1

My God.
At times, I too, the child of hell,
Deny not God’s existence. "
Yet what he is I could not tell,
Nor vonch for his subsistence.

My god has neither head nor tail,
Nor form, nor face, nor features.
He is the new, the old, the stale,
The queerest of all creatures.
Basin Danin.

Complaint.

How many think that they are thinkers,
‘And wear a proud, omniscient air,

And are indeed but babbling stinkers,—
I beg vour-pardon, sir !

How many fancy they can swaddle
All nature in one paragraph,

¥ And in their volumes really huddle
Together trash and chafl'!

* How many fancy they are doctors
Who work and toil for mankind’s weal,
And are indeed but dull concocters
Of drugs that do not heal. 5%

How many fancy they can shackle
With words the passions of meankind,
And are themselves too wesn (v tackle
The thoughts of their own nfind!

Alas, poor foolg! I wouldn’t gbuse them,
But rather smile at all their fuzz,
But I can never, ne'er excnsd them
The suffering they cause! &
Basiu Dau.

The Wave of Prosperity.’
SILVER tongued orators, with an endless tlow of
words, and more lung power than brain power,"
poured forthi their streams of gilt-edged descrip-
tions of the vast wave of prusperi'ty that would
engnlf the country and bring songs of gladness to
the lips of hundreds who were want to complain of
suffering’ and privation, if the sovereign voters
would but mareh up to the polls on election day
and dcp'osit their ballot for McKinley and the gold
basis. ~ i o~
Caught by the glowing descriptions thus poured
into their ears, contrasting them with the cdmli-
tions which prevailed around them, they voted for
the wave of prosperity. The air was filled with
their shouts of exultant rejoicing when the news of
the election came in. Smiles wreathed for the
mouths of the shaven, while the beards of those who
_wore whiskers shook like tall LTABS in a wind storm.
Oh! yes everything was going to be prosperous,
everybody liappy.’ s
Yes, everything was going to be lovely. But the
loveliness has not appeared. Bleak blow the winds
of adversity, and before them have tottered many

- of the banks which contained the hard earned cash

of mechanics and artisans. The snows of oblivion
lie upon the promises of the politicians while the
workingmen stand out in the ¢old, longing for- that
wave of prosperity that, like a “chinook” wind, is to
temper the industrial atmosphere and start the
buds of hope swelling:: They wait in vain.
Since the election last fall, and the triumph of

“the **honest” moneyites; banks containing hundreds
of thousands of dollars of poor pecples earnings
have suspended by the score. Wages have been

reduced. Hours of labor have been shortened and
various indkl:?riva closed down. Thousands of peo-
ple have frozen to death and for the want of fuel
and deaths from starvation are too shockingly
numerous for contemplation. . A condition of uni-
versal unrest, despair and pallid want maintains
| throughout thedand, and every day witnesses scenes
that would m:,n,lr/u angels weep, if such things
| existed, and/Jacobs ladder was still stretehed from
| Earth to Heaven. ‘
| Elegant ball rooms glisten in the light of a thon-
| sand incandescent lamps. Soft music, swelling to
voluptuous fullness, and again dying down so as to
most powerfully affect. the emotions, fill the room
| as gay maidens and matrons, and gallant guests
i'displuy their jewels and costly draping. Sports
| grow more numerous and more costly. Lavish
| expenditures for public and private entertainments
are heralded in the news papers, and the various
members of snobocracy vie with each other in their
efforts to make the greatest display of their wealth.
*  Keen'ears catch the wail of-agonizing mothers
mingled with the strains of high*priced musie, and
the moans of those who die ¢f want come mingled
with its echo. ~ Each didmond sparkles with the
luster of a million. tears while the sapphires glow
with the life blood wrung from the bodies of those
who toil from year’s end to year's end with no hope
but the grave. “The heaven of the rich is built on
the hell of the poor.”

Side by side we see the most horrid squallor, and
the greatest display of luxury. If the wave of pros-
perity has swept across the continent no one has
found it out. The coal miner, smeared over with
the blacE from the nli\;és has not been lifted one
inch out of his previous condition of privation,and,
in fact, has had to stand a reduction of wages.
Those who run the trains, man the-ships, till the
s0il, eard, spin, weave, bake, saw and hammer find
it as hard as ever to supply themselves with-the
necessities and ¢omforts of life, and the vast army
of the unemployed constantly increasés. This vast
array of out-of-works enddngers the security of
those who have work, causing the man with « job
to hate and dread the man who has no job, while
the one who is out uf work hates and envys the
one who is go fortunate ‘as to have employment.
The smile that wreathed the mouth of the gullible
| voter when McKiuley’s election was announced has
| turned into a lpok of disappointnient and of rage.
| Would it have been otherwise if Bryah had been
|-elected? No! Bryan would have been as powerless
| to alter the conditions, or to make any noticeable
| changes as is McKinley. While menojiolization of
} natural sources of wealth remains; while politicians

squander the peoples money in appropriations;
while special privileges last, and working men are
| fools enoughi to uphold thi#m by their votes, and by
| foree of arms, so long will all the horrors-of oﬁ{
| present day life continue.and grow more pro-
| nounced.  The disease of poverty and squallor

" gnaws its way toward the vitals of society, and must

eat on like a cancerons affection until society is des- |
| troyed unless the cause of poverty,is removed.
| 5

&

1 * No presidential i'lm',ti\-m, the suceess of no political

party, nor yet the 'actiof Congress or of the legisla-
tive bodies of the Stafes can curethe disease that

is killing all that isgrand and noblé in humanity,
and slowly but surely undermining the very consti- .
tution of civilized society. It isa dnsp\erutc disease
and requires heroic treatment.

Ignorance, prejudice, folly: these three foul spi-
rits of the dark past hold the minds of the people
in bondage, and it is.only by driving them forth,
and forbidding their further influence that the peo-
ple may hope to rid themselves of the oppression
that is crushing out their lives and blasting all
hope of future betterment.

Learn the cause of your sufferfhgs, all who com-
plain, and laying aside all sectional, national or
religious prejudice join your efforts in trying to
overcome the difficulties that beset your path.

Once united the great wealth producing element
will be all powerful, and find but little difficulty in
ovér turning all institutions that are detrimental to
them, and ushering in a regime of “liberty, frater-
nity and equality.” - Nothing in the line of social
readjustment is impossible to the wealth producers
as soon a8 they have ceased to listen to the delu-
sions of political and religious hypocrites, and
recognize the unity of their interest, and the value
of united effort. HENrY ADDIS,

——-— : ;
Legislation.

THE country has witnessed another siege of the
legislation foolishness. [ have already written of
the action—or non-action —of Oregon’s legislature,
and to illustrate the folly of all legislative bodies [
clip from a few of the papers of the northwest. Of
course, most of it is written as though the fault was
the number of populists in these bodies, but in other
years, when Lhe republicans had majorities in the
legislatures, the pepulist and democratic papers
spoke of therg in the same manner that they now
speak of thelgnpulisls. The truth is, it is not be-
cause they are populists, republicans, democrats or
fusionists, but b they are legislators, i. e.
men who are trying to make rules to control others.

The “Rev. Dr.” 1. D. Driver, state senator from
Lane Co. of this State, said to the supreme judges,
when they asked him if the men who refused to
organize the house of representatives had any rights,
““Yes, they are rebels, and rebels have just Ltwo
rights: one is to be hanged, the other]is to be
damned.” This man is the “reverend’ who claims
to have met and vanquished Ingersol. e is known
to be an infamous liar, and this shows him to be a
tyrant, and he is the sort of people who seek to be
and often become, legislators.

Let us give thanks. The legislature has adjourned
and our populist brother hasn’t succeeded in fastening
the imperative mandate, and a few other idiosyncra-
sies, upon a long suffering and almost bankrupt people.
We should be satisfied that the legislature has not
been as corrupt or aa foolish as it might have been.
—{Gazette, Colfax, Wash.

Why be satisfied because things might have besn
w&m, why not stop all such corruption by ceasing

| to send men up to the State capitols to be foolish
| and corrupt?
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l;thuqouu.l;e nutelhout!-zéooowhnveWI r,
of Snohomish, in'the Legislature. ‘The sessi con:lg

’ t!
something like $50,000, and the house spent a good,

" - ‘round half of its working honra listening to the gabble

of the Snohomish man.—[Chgehalis Nugget.
Every fellow is for economy until it strikes his sec-

tion or his friends.—{Olympian. .
It is too early yet to summarize the mischief done

house would have resulted in a saving to the people at
thie next session, and would have eontribntedp':':wtrd
better legislation. The third session accomplished
~+much more than the fourth, notwithstanding the fact

that it had a senatorial contest on its hands through-
out its entire existence. i

The late session also refused to pasga treasnry law.
A bi‘N was put lhrng%!: the house. It was crude and

by the reform‘legislature, but it may be confidently

believed that there is less of it than most people feared

there wonld be when the session opened. The mis-'
chief-makers have been willing enough, but their
ability has fallen far short of their expectations.—[Ta-
coma Ledger. ? :

The first populist legislature of the State of Wash-
ington has finally adjonrned, and to the relief of all
who have had an intelligent interest in the welfare of
the state, it has done so without having matured into
a statute a single one of the radical measures advo-
cated in the populist platform, and proclaimed upon
the stump as heing in the popnlist program, That
this hl{{)p.\' result has followed has not been by reason
of the deliberate purpose of the populist majority in
the legislature. It has been because of the utter inca-

acity displayed by the dominant faction in the legis-
atare to intelligéntly frame the legislation to carry
out their radical ideas, and becaunse of the bitter per-
sonal jealousy and distrust with which each populist
member-has viewed all of his co-workers in tﬁe same
party.—[Seattle Pust-Intelligencer.

All this shows the futility of reform legislatures.
The State of Washington has a populist governor,
and the populists had a clear majority in the legis-
lature, yet they did very little, as the above clippings
show. No better chance to do something could be

_asked for than the “reform™ forces had in Washing-

ton, but they, like all other legislatures, did nothing
of benefit to the people of the State. Kut what the

- administrative members, of the machines views of

the same ‘‘reformers’ are, can ba seen by the follow-
ing:

A few days ago the Sp n-Review disclosed the
fact that county oflicials and employes were convert-
ing the courthouse into u hosterly. It is now devel-
oped that fhe commissioners are charging up their
board bill to the county, Both practices are unique.

+ No one ever heard of a courthouse being converted

into a lodging place; no one has ever before heard of a
regularly salaried official boarding at the public
expence.

Upon that line of the law whichsays the commis-
sioners ghall be paid **$800 per annum and necessary
expenses’’ a preposterons construction has been laid,
which enables the commissioners to put in a monthly

ard bill. Nothing of the kind was ever contemn-
plated by the legislature.

‘The absurdity of the claim that the commissionera
should charge up their regnlar monthly living expen-
8es to the county becomes still more apparent when
the application is made to a commissioner who might
regide.in the city with his fumily. If a commissioner
from the conntry or an unmarried commissioner-{rom-
the city is entitled to public payment of his board bill,
the married résident commissioner would be as fairly
entitled to charge up his household expenses to the

© county. One is as much ““necessary expense’’ as the

other.

Clothing is as essential as food. The eommisaionera
wear ont clothing in the transacting of public business.
Will they conten ] that the people onght to buy their
suits of clothes, their shoes, their hats, their necties?
Probably they will. - After recent revelations along
this line the people are prepared for anything.—(Spok-
esman-Review.

/It fhe board and lodging of the country commis-
sioners is to be paid out of the county treasury, and
t.‘l\eir clothes bought with the same funds, which ,
uuder & strict interpretation of the law they can
ingist upon, why should they not do so. This would
be State Socialism, as far as it goes, and [ am
inelined-to think that those who have to pay for it
-will kick, and in all probability the Socialists them-

ut no effort was made to put it
in proper shape and pass it. The bill in question was
passed through the house under the,influernce of the
 Bcare caused by the Bunting failure, and was made
more stringent than correct business principles war-
‘ranted. . It shquld have been amended so.as to cover
the points npon which legislation was demanded..
—[Boige States-man.

In other words the Statesman might as well have
said that (he Idaho legislature, like all other legis-
tures, was a failure. But of course, it is always the
fault of the party in power, or something of that
kind, according to the reasoning of the poljtical
press, but all who look at these things calmly-and
dispassionately know that it is an inevitable result
of Lthe very fact of attempting to legislate—to gov-
‘[ern others by law. Year, by year, the fallacy of
legislation and foolishness of paying taxes to keep
governmenial paamai&gg in power is becoming more
apparent, and it is to be hoped that the wealth pro-
ducers will soon see it clear enough to withdraw
their support from it all, and refuse to obey the laws
or pay any heed to them, except when they are vio-
lently forced onto their notice by an oflicer, when it
may be well for them to “have a settlement” with
the officer, and one that will not be apt to induce
him to call again soon. HENRY ADDIS.

- —— A ——

Thoughts and Things.

J. Wa. Lrovp says in “‘Lucifer” that “‘Jealousy will
be an unnatural and contemptible erime in the true
society of the future.” In that case crime will cease
to be, as jealousy will cause violence and bloodshed

not read aright the outcroppings of passions.

L

Trr world of men is composed of three great classes:
Socialists and Individunalists, each of which demands
liberty, though they would apply opposite rules of
economics; and the authoritarians, who seemto think|
or think they think, that they cannot eat or sleep
unless some of their majority or minority-made laws,
based upon ballot-and-bullet force, decree that they
may comply with natural laws. Some of this latter
element dub themselves Socialists, thpugh they do
not intend that the social fabric shall in any way be
gocial—but authoritative and arbitrary. These are the

most malignant of all enemies to progress.
* * * *

to prohibit the issnance of railroad passes to public
officials. One senator voted against it, saying, “‘I
never rode on a pasa and never intend to. I do not
think such & small thing would inflnence a senator's
vote.” The next sefiator voted against the measure,
! with this declaration: **Unlike my friend, I never
paida cent of fare, and I never intend to.” Now, that
ia what I call telling the truth; that senator knows
what nT&olitical office is for, and he knows that every
"one else knows, so he don’t try to sham; even if-he
does coolly sell out those who elected him, and fetter
those who did not consent to his election.

. » .

*
As T was thinking tonight of the condition of the
American proletariat, I called to mind one of the

selves will kick hiardest. But the Solons at Olympla | l8rgest printing houres in.America, in fact; it is prob-

said that **the conuty commissioners shall be paid
$800 per annum and mecessary expenses,” and as
long as the people of Washington continue to
empower some mew to make laws, they must stand
the consequences. Of course there must always be
something.to kick about, if there was not there
would be 1io need of contending parties, and the
people-wenld be sparéd.the annoyance of election

- campaigns, but that would not suit the politicians.

The fourth session of the Idaho legislature will be

it accomplished. It refused, for instance, to pass a
‘reapportionment hill, which wai demanded by public
intereste. - It was shown that the house of representa-
tives was too large, when composed as'this one was.
If we had a majority of the right kind of men, there
should not be dlally hecause of the size of the body,
but business was Leld back and defeated by the fact
that the house was unwieldy, partly by reason of its
size and partly by reason of its make-up. A smaller

remembered for what it did not do more than for what

‘ably the largest exclusively law-publishing house in
the world. I thought particularly of the superintend-
ent of the establishment, who was a long-legged and
wabbly gaited coot, as thin as a shadow’s shadow, and
dubbed by the office ‘‘devils’ as “Spider.”  How
appropriate that title was, in more ways than onex
"He was tofimonly reputed to have been a “nigger
driver, before the war.”

Asa labor chrusher he was onto all the l:upes. and
pulled them freely. When I first knew him the Print-
er's Union in that city was powerful enough, and the
intricate work required rkill enough, to win all strikes,
but it's different now. The machine came, the union
wained and the men how left (mostly lickgpittles) are
hopelessly cowed. . 3

Years ago ““Spider” began to practice putting in

| company groan and swear, and the machines were of

| an inferior kind, but “‘Spider” knew his business. It |

v

long after all other crimes have disappeared—else I do |

A mm.‘ was recently before the Tennessee legislature !

‘ was machines or his resignation. Inside of six months
he told the union to lower its scale, and-it obeyed.

Then began a careful weeding out of all who-would
not meekly sabmit in all things to the boss’ dictators;
it was scarcely observed at first, but in a gold-bug
| parade last fall about 30 of its émployees meekly fell
'in line.. Not long ago the company gave notice that

‘ the scale must come down, for the fourth time in four

iysam. The men offered to acvept a 25 per cent reduc-

| tion, but the superintendent scorned such a trifle and

|said he’'d make it 50 per cent, and I believe he’'ll keep
his word. i

About the time the machines came he had fences
| built aronnd the stairways and locked out all who came
' late, and later on built wire cages around thoze ope-
| rating the machines. Once at work, there they stay
| till the whistle blows, for the ‘‘nigger driver’ of anti-
| bellum days now drives white slaves—not with a R
blacksnake, but with the wage system. The slaves

+ have twice previously dccepted reductions proposed by
| the driver, but their union would not consent to-it.

| Were they free, think you, when they reached that
condition? “And the Union is now crashed.

Yet this is only a sketch ordr;;ual oceurrences; only

. a picture of l:nmmercialism'.“llilsw do the wage slaves
| like the picture? And how do gur commercialist
friends like it. o

* X *

Tue prisons and graveyards of America today yearn
for the men and women who dare te think and act.
And government is paving the way to satisfy and even
surfeit that yearning. Are you one of the prospective
victims; are you a man or only a mouse?

S ar X
Mey in name must be men in reality, and not the
- slaves of redtape else freedom cannot exist; without
| freedom no civilization is possible.
. * » *
We demand free and unlimited Socialismgwithout
| wn:iting for the consent of any party or pnrty‘boss.
. *oE
St. Louis Socialists (of the statist variety) held a
city convention with 36 delegates in attendance and
| placed 22 candidates in nomination ; of the 22 all'but
| three were delegates to the convention. Talk of your
| “musual admiration societies!” Can'you beat that?
| Of course they are not officer seekers. And yet a rash
dent of the Cleveland Citizen says a liberal
| application of 8. L. P. ointment will cure “office itch.””
| But perhaps he meant “cause’ instead of “cure.”
| *g e
Bavvotixa for reform is merely throwing paper wads
| at solid masonry from the top of which frowns down
| the cannon of Monopoly and Stperstition.
| W A

| corresp

* *
Some people wonder why it is that though 18 meas-
ures have been introduced in congress looking toward
restoring the telegraphs to the postal system none of
| them ever reached a roll eall. A story istold of a
| young lawyer who, a few days after admission to the
bar, joyfully announced the settlement of a will case
that his sire and grandsire had heen carrying on for

. many decades. His father exclaimed: *‘Great God:
you’ve ruined the family! Why, we've lived off that

- case for three generations!” That's the situation in

| congress. The solons are living off the great corpora-
% tions who have their pension disbursers (lobbyists) in
| the halle of the national capitol.

Zaovak Tue DREAMER.

— e

| Two Schools.
| THERE is a school of libertarian thought which,

‘| starting from the position of the single or alone man;”

declares that nature knows no right but might, that a
man’s rights are co-extensive with his powers, and
that social rights originate only in contract whereby
each man agrees to limit and restrain tis might for
the benefits of association.

Logically this school affirms that human beings too
young to understand contract, or too weak minded to
understand it, or too stubborn or unsocial to contract
have no rights whatever, The too young are the pro-
perty of their parents, or of those to whom their par-

| ents convey them, and-the others may be captured

|.and made property by any contract-man who has the
might, or robbed, or killed to get them out of the way.
Apd the word “property,” as here used, implies all

- that has ever been meant by chattelship of haman
machines. At first the cost of the machines made the  beings.

[ Logically this achool affirms that if any contract-man
& non-contractor against the invasions or

e
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. ing all whom he may.

" affirms that children and fools are property) to forbid

- gide, whereas Anarchism is a purely negative term; it

“balism, or.any other possible outrage, toward non-con-

-equal liberty, mutual employmeut to secure economic

AT R
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cruelties of-the associate who claims ownerehlp, mch
defender is guilty of crime and must be effectually
restrained ; because, first, those outside of contract
have no nght second, a man cannot invade his own
pg-opert_v ; third, to interfere with an associate’s dispo-
sal of his property, as he pleases,is invasion.

This echool denies that there is any thing back of or
suverior to the might of the individual or the contract |
between individuals,

Logically this school is fa\ orable to formulated laws,
provided they agree,with the contract. .

There is nothing in the logic of this school to forbid
theit, arson, torture, rape, slav ery inurder, canni-

tractors. .

While this gchool aftirms the expediency of equal
liberty between contractors, there is nothing whatever
in its logic to forbid a man, who has the might, or wit,
or subtilty to dominate his.fellows, {and is willing to
take the risk) from setting up as an uutocrat and ral-

There is nothing in its logic to forbid the strong and
subtile of {he earth from contracting together to defend
each other’s equality, and then ensluving the weaker
and less ‘wise remainder of mankind.

There is nothing in the logie of this school (as it

the deliberate turning of normul children into fools,
by surgical process or otherwise, or the deliberate
breeding of a race of fools for the purposes of slavery.

_ In brief, the ly I_txc of this sehool justifies government
to-all who have thie might to make it expedient.

\It is therefore not what it claims to be, ‘‘Anarchis-

tic;” for Anarchism is no-government, non-invasion,
equal liberty, and that only.
* * *

There is another school of libertarian thought which,
starting also from nature as a basis, affirms that the
rights of the individual man are synonymous with the
conditions and relations which in the nature of things
are necessary to his normnl development and hap-
piness.

Thiat thege rights exist alltogether irrespective of his
might to possess them.

That buman society, like everything else in the uni-
verse, has ite-natural laws or necessities of success,
the chief of which is the liberty of each human being
equally with every other.

That these natural social rights, by which alone the
order and harmony of society as a unit, and the saflety
and happiness of its individual members, canbe
secured, are inherent in the nature of things, and have
no r‘éluticn to human contracts,

Contmc\‘.s may rightly enougli explain and affirm
them, but if in any way they deny them, crime, dis-
order, and misery will at once fellow. \

This school denies the right of any nian, no matter
how mighty, to use force-toward any other human
being whatever, except in self defense, and then only
to the extent absolutely necessary.

This school affirins that children, fools, cripples and
hermits have exactly the same rights as the strongest
and wisest and most social of men.

. This school affirms the right of every human being
fo defend any other against invasion under any and all
possible circumstances:

.1t is opposed to formulated laws ind denies their
necessity.,

1t denies the possibility of rightful property in
human beings under any circumstances.

As it denies that one individual can rightfully gov-
ern another, or make laws for him, and as it affirms
the equal liberty of all as an inherent, natural right, *
its logic is altogether Anarchistic,

1t is Anarchism pure and simple.

But as Anarchism is a title of confusion in the popu-
lar mind, and a’'synonym of disorder, and especially
as it has for a long time been used by the contract-
men as their distinctive title and cannot now well be
dissociated from them, and again as this non-contract
school desires to have a positive as well as negative

has been decided not to use Anarchism as a name but
to use the title “Free Socialism’’ instead. .

On its constructive side it afirms the possibility of
immediately and peacefully reorganizing eociety, and
proposes & Free Suciety whose salient features shall be

independence, and reciprocal insurance against heLp—
lessness, danger and loss.

Its two great !eatnres, then, are Equal L)berty and
Voluntary Recip 1. Co-op r ;

.

-| not only in Russia is the liberty, the safety, the honor,

.’| the police calls to aid miserable dregs of ecience—the
‘| jesuitical and police school of charlatansa la Lom-

-escaped. by flight from the persecutions of the police

\B_nt while the foregoing constitates Free Socialism
in the special sense, in the genéral sense any one
whose.ideal is a state of humanity in which every
individual is-uninvaded is a Free-Socialist, and may
harmlessly be included in Free Society, even if he
deelines all Co-operation. )

‘And even any contract-man, who denies the logxc of
Free Society, may safely be admitted to its member-
ship if he will contract to respect equal human liberty
and accept that for the fundamental wnrking principle
of his social life.—[The Red Heart In The White
World.”

In the above Mr. Lloyd shows his complet discon-
nection with the Tucker school of thought, but he
hesitates to discard the prejudice against Anarchist-
Communists that Tucker has implanted in him.
The ground he takes as to natural and inaleniable |
righte is identical with that of the champions of
Anarchist-Communism, and yet he carefully avoids
inentioniug them. -Should he hold closely to his
position, and try to formulate a plan of social arran-
gement logical with his premises he would find him-
self forced to stop before a-eonclusion is reached;
or to adopt the plan of the free Communists.

H. A.

~.

The Police Plague.

Fon the last few years one can dbserve a striking
increase of power on the part of the police authorities.
Not only in Turkey does the Police organize to murder
by the thousands defenceless women and children ;

and frequently the very life, of the best citizens given ’
over to the arbitrariness of spies, the mercenary
police, and to a rudely ignorant gendarmery,but alse
in constitutional and republican Europe did the police
succeed in putting itsell above all laws, charters, and
parliaments.

The police in Italy arrests and banishes whoever
and whenever it thinks fit. In Paris wesaw the police
beating the deputy Baudin, brutally ill-treat the An-
archists of Levallois-Perret, bands of drunken police
kept in a state of sivge the peaceful inhabitatits of the
Quartier Latin for a whole week, killing the defence-
less visitors of the cafes, assaulting the women and _‘
children that happened to come in their way. at
same police of Paris, when it comes into their lead,
throws into prison scores of people without any legal
proceedings. To the question of a Royalist reporter,
“Why the police arrested, before the arrival of the
Taar, about thirty people?” he received. the reply of
the pérfecture: ‘‘Because we, the police, regard them
a8 Anarchists and as dangerous people. To watch
them while they &are free is not 8o convenient for us as
when they are in prison, under lock and key!"—
“Perhaps for the polite it is convenient, . . .but the law,
the rights of theindividual.” ... **The police," replied
the impudent perfect, *‘can arbitrarily arrest half of
Paris under the pretext of the safety of its other half.”

And the police arrests whomever it wants, keeps
them in prison for months, for years, They even
found the means to keep people life-long in prison
under 8 pret;encu"ﬁ')lj madness. After arresting a man,

broso, Bertillion, Hamel, and others, and these pen-
sioners of the police budget and secret funds are bidden
to declare the arrested man a madman, and there is
an end of it: the mércenary representatives of charla-
tanism, for an additional hundred francs, are always.
ready to corroborate the order of the police.,. More
than that, the police exhorts these their servants to
defend its right of imprisoning people for life, and all
these Ferris, Bertillons, Lombrosos, and Hamels are
using all their powers in order to prove that every
Revolutionigt, and especially every Anarchist, is a
madman and maniac whom the pollce van keep and
leave to rot in the prisons. .

Just such tactics have been adopted by the once frée
Switzerland. - The puablic has not yet forgotten the
slaughter of workers at Zurich, the repeated arrest of
ah American tourist, But what is not known to-the
public at large is the actual suppression of one of the
fundamental laws of the Swiss Constitution—{lie law
of asylum. If you, a revolutionary Socialist, have

of your country, then the land of Tell will not deliver
you...ochno! However, the police finds your sojourn

riot quite convenient, and consequently. asks you to
leave.

If, within 24 hours, you have not left the

i e i A I

country, the police will lccoﬁpcﬁy ybu to the frontier.
What frontier? O, the police is very humane; it will

_never bring an Italian, a Frenchman, or 4 German to

a frontier where one does m;Z.ipeak their native ton-
gue, always to their native ohe, thieir own, and even
infogms beforehand the police of his native country,

in order that the man shonld not remain withont
guardlamhnp ami 80 he is delivered from hand to
hand.. ¢

"Shame! The violation of habeas corpus! The
trampling down of the law!” the English reader will
exclaim. “That means that on the continent the
police has become all-powerful, but here—"' ~ And
here too the police, especially the spies—i. e., that
scum of humanity to whom no honest man will extend
his hand—these have become the absolute managers
of the honor and liberty of everybody. Those men
condemned at Walsall by means of the dynamite
conspiracy organized by police agents; the case of
Tynan, Bell, etc., as well as the disgusting-confessions
of the spy Jones as to the provocations to explosions
and bloodshed. . .all these are the work of the secret
police, which has-becoma international and powerful,

One of the most remarkable cases of their acquired
power we saw in the recent political scandul of Berlin,
in which ministera and ambassadors folind themselves
caught in the trap of the secret pulh,“/u_. - These admin-
istrators of the affairs of “‘great Germany’" were found
to be the victims of the intrigues of their own agents—
 the spies. Thanks to the energy of Marschall, this
affair meanwhile ended there with thg exposure of
the scandal ; bt it is likely that the secret police of
Germany will have an energetic revenge.

Who of us, whether rich or poor, whether private
peopie or public agitators, even among the members
of both Houses, who is it that can say with certainty
that he is safe in his own house from the intrigues
and violation of the police? Who can guarantee that
the agents.of the new .Feaultualorder' invested witli'/
power, supported by the government, aud whose rartks
are filled by the dregs of all classes, that the agents
of this brotherhood do not, in the role of servants,
commissioners and so forth, ransack their houses, tak-

the most intimate correspondence with their beloved
onea? Nobody and nowhere.. Without exaggeration,
can it'be asserted that even the aged Gladstone is not
swarmed, in accordance with the orders of the Sultan
and with the assent of Said Pasha* and his interna-
tional collengues, by some disgrace of humanity of the
type of-Jones.

Some time ago, not 8o very hmg, all houmt aull
thinking people in Earope carried on an open and
energetic fight against the absolutism of monarchs. - It
was by means of revolutions that our ancestors limited
the power of kings, submitted to the law the right of
military interference with the private and social life.
On the ruins of absolute power, on regulated mil-
itarism grew up the shumelul arbitrariness of the
international and local spies.  Our forefathers had to
fight the arbitrariness of militarism. Bat in the army
there are men of talent, education, honour—and yet
their arbitrary power has been limited.

Men of talent, education, honor, will you consent
to become spies? No! And our gzeneration has trans-
ferred the old arbitrary power of militarism and abso-
lutism into their hands, and to all appearance, we did
not even tuke into consideration how fatal their power
threatens to become to civilieation and the social
development of European mankind.  They restored
the Inquisition in spain, the lettres de eachiet in
France, they are poisoning our intellectuat-and moral
life. .

But this is not enough that we will refuse to hecome
sples. People of all parties and social positions should
take measures for the protection of the honor, freedom,
and life of the citizens. -Otherwise the spy system

will crunhlus —[Freedom, London.

".4. small number of robbers devour the multi-
tude, and the nzultitude suffer themselves to be
devoured!”—[Voluey.

Litevature,

Tae Plaindealer comes to our table regularly. It is
a sixteen med‘, but small paper, devoted chiefly to
juvanile litéxature. It contains much of the same
matter as the Little Freethinker. It is published
weekly, at Hastings, chhA by Francis (Jrnves, at fifty
cents per year.

‘s Minister of Police in Constantinople.

ing copies and photos of the most secret-documents, of
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ers,”” lifts a finger to ‘protest. But when the little
Greek nation interferes to aid their Cretan kindred to

Weekly, C

“Tolstoi and Anarchism."

50 CENTS A-YEAR.

Addr? all Communieations and make all Money Orders paya-

le Lo The Firebrand, P. 0. Box 84, Portland, Or.

in any of the European languages,

gain local autonomy from Abdul the damned, all the
t rs mass their flotillas and beat

h, well! the time will come.
e e e

ra

Admitted as ucand class matter st the Pnzlluzd 0! "y polloﬂca

Bl R L 2 ——

—A social th
3 wlth l..ho ADSOUCE of lll dlrecl.am'emmam o
E 1 tdeal; ab 1iberty.

ry which regards lhe nnlon of order
{ man by man as the
¥

We Anarchists have got a good big job before us
and little enough time to do it in. Every year that
passes by under the old order is a year Jost to the time

. | of good (el]uwahlp

- Exaltation;

Iuear lfll' the martial trampets sounding,
I hear the pulses of the warriors bounding,
L'hear the struggling time's imperial call ;
I glow with fierce, unvanquishable vigor,

- I must away to fight the war with riger .
Until the battlements of hondaga fall.

Fierce as a threatening, tempestuous torrent

The rlaves descend upon their lords abhorrent
To wrest from them their long-subjected lands.
I hear the movements of their force gigan
I hear their war-cry and their curees frantic—
Shall 1 remain at home with folded handas?

Far.in the freedom of future ages
1 see a world of laborers and sages,
Women and men with strength and wisdom rife,
And on thé tide of light and renovation
T'm borne away in god-like exaltation
To the redplendent shores of love and life.
Basin Danr.
i
Y.ondon Items,

—~ Hrne's l_he)‘.e—x‘lld of February, and winter gloom
'_melts in glad sunshine, but‘social gloom hangs round
-with the same old murkiness. The propaganda of -

Anarchy is the only known remedy for that.
- - * X
Curisteivken Havn, Whitechapel, is the scéne-of a
big Anarchist meeting every Monday.. On Febroary
15th, Bert Stockton voiced some good thoughts and
provoked plenty of discussion. Kenworthy of Crovdon
drew a large crowd there on.the 22ud, and held it
chained whilst simply but effectively he spoke on
o, o®
Sociat disorder is based upon force; by force is BUp-
ported law and government. Quit uging force your-
self and down crumbles the hideous fnbrlL misnamed
nomety
* ¥ .
GovERN not; that ye be not governed.
and love begin.

Let liberty
N * » *
L“\'bu of the Socialist Labor Party, what do you think_

of these words of Tolstoi: ‘“As long as reforms rest

upon a basis of force they are not reforms.”  And—

“‘Government must go." 4
i - » - B

‘Ax epoch making lecture will be that of Kropotkin’s

on March 8th on “The Role of the State,”” 'Thie is the
- English translation of the lect’:re which he was for-
- hidden to deliver in France, last year.
. - ' - »
Povririés is a sick man’s game.
i o L
. ANy ¢lear sighi%t’@eerver can see that in England,
parliamentary reform has had its day. Its place is on
the rubbigh heap along with serfdom, [eu«lnlmm and
the flat eu.rlh theory.
L)

Ir'sa good job for the mediocrities though—parli-
ament is such an easy way of getting *“famous;” of
gotting your name ‘‘in the papers.” There is nothing
left for them now but homicide or a hold-up, and the
politician hasn’t enough courage to hold a gun steady.

‘Lord, forgive them for théy know not what they do,”
would be a good prayer for polnmsm by the charit-
ably dmpoaed R

. - -

OH, about Will Banham. He isn’t such a diabalical
rogue as those American comrades who read the last
numher of the London “L\berty " might have ththht
In that note, what wasn't insinuation was untrue and

. what was insinuation was also untrue. The English
comrades concerned in the affair repudiate all coneur-
rence with that editorial mud chuck. Ana Will is
working away. 4

* - - *
err a funny thing ia civilization.

.| i8n’t thé workingmen who’ve got it tight.

}.a;veu;lly here 5

. - *.
Woxner-what Benjamin Tucker thinks of The Fire-
‘brand in ite enllrged form? ‘And those croackers who
desi d Anarchy a foreign product limati
able in free America, where there are no classes and

no poverty? -

At

Tugy call Great Britain a tight little island, but it

W W

Loxpox, Glugow, Liverpool,- Edinboro’, Dundee,
Abérdeen, .\lancheamr, Leeds, Sheffield, Norwich,
Leicester and Derby hnva Am.rcl:ust groups and there
is promise of a good, vi su '8 pr da
that will loogen things nb;tj .

LR

WAt a pity that suggested conference of American
Anarchists fell flat. It seems to me that conferences
are so much in accord with the principle of solidarity
that they should be fostered wherever and whenever

possible. /
. * % =

Just watch the mother-¢ountry. We hope to carry
out a national Anarchist conference next Kaster, and
it is being pushel on the iniative of the “Freedom
Group.” If any American comrade can spare two
cents for a postal card or five for a half-ounce letter let
him take this as the only intimation. Need I say
more?

= * % *

It ig possible that Earnest Young, one of our London
speakers will emigrate to Canada next June. If he
does there should be a time of propagandist motion in l
the Dominion. Toy RekcE.
19, Ifield Koad, London 8. W,

A Misconception. I
WLk in close sympathy with those calling them- J
selves Anarchists, (inasmuch as they teach the most
important lesgon reformers have to learn; viz. the
imposeibility of establishing Justice by ordinary legis-
lative methods,) I still believe they make a.great mis-
take, and almost annihilate their usefullness, by the
use of the word Anarchy. Translating Anarchy to
mean no rule, or authority, I would ask, how is such
an ideal to be realized? In my opinion, Anarchy is
& pure myth and consequently misleading to the last
degree,—to say nothing of the unnecessary prejudices
itcreates. When the law of cause and effect is sus-
pended we may reasonably look for Anarchy, but until
we have e¥vidence that a single condition can arise,
a0t subject to some other condition, to speak of the
ahuenw of authority seems frivolons. Anarchists,
tl:emsel\eu, very generally admit, I bélieve, that }
organization involves authority, Theabsence of |
authority mears, then, disintegration and final disor- |
ganization, which of course is an event inconceivable. .
A frue law, I take it, is susceptible of indefinite exten- \
sion.

All nature gives the lie to Anarchy for every atom of |
life, so far as we know, is'organized, and the more
complex the organism the greater its capacity to
assimilate and express intelligence, As [ see things |

4 we have no argument with authority, per se, but

merely with the terms of nut‘honty. Let us remark
here that the desire for anthority is: mmply & phase of ‘
that eternal law which finds expression every: where in ‘
the desire to get as much as possible for as'little as
may be given in return. It is natural, therefore im-
mutable and withal, very good, for it has led to all e
inventivn (discovery of natural laws). Bat precisely

pole, for all natural laws are dual in action,—a pole
which deel for equity, Is that as mich shall
be given ae received, (Thou shalt love thy neighbor °
as thyself). We spend years and split words’ mdeacrlh‘
ably fine talking of our rights, only to run up against
that eternal (an.d natural) Must.

It should not occupy much of an Anarchists time to -

"anmp.” Scores of men are tortured in a

satisfy h f on these points for the proof is to be

tortired so horribly that the wardens .. ud

* judges are sickened, and not one of the "Great Pow-

had on every hand. Steam serves only when set free.

 Flectricity the same. Both eternally demaund a circuit

vy
P,

. | (Justice). 'The human organism-itself is replete with
| evidence of the same nature, and I might remark, par-
-enthetically, a very good source from which to derive
__{knowledge c[namra[ laws, as witness thé late deduc-

| tion, by analogy, of a method of converting the carbon

' conveyed in the blood into electric energy, without the
intervention of mechanical aid.

‘Our conflict, then, is not with authority, nor its
reverse service, or competition, (or Anarcl Ly, if you
wish): No, our effort innst be bent toward harmoniz-
'ing both authority and service, for one without the
other means hell on earth.  In a word, governments
themselves must serve, i e, be subject to full competi-
| tion, for if there is any other force than service, or
competition, which is capable of producing and sus-

 taining harmony (Justice) it has never been demon-

| strated. No doubt this line of argument will seem, to
‘ many, to lead back to the strile now existing between
| majorities and minorities, and it must be admitted

| that to find balanced the dxact point where Justice is

| between authority and-service is a task that has puzzl-
ed many & man. Proof of this we have in the almost-
universal division of reformers into authoritarians and
Anarchists, (so-called,) one at eitlier extreme. All
will admit that justice is the great desideratum, yst

‘ almost all go to one or the other extreme to find it.

| The conclusion I am driven te—m’ims that authority
must be subject to full service, or competition, and

‘ | that competition, involving organization and 'Lulhon!.y‘

| must be equally subject to order, so that a balance; or

‘-fuetu,e may prevail. Thus it would seem that God
|and the Devil are twins, Between the two we work

| out our salvation,

Further, as I have no knowledge of a natural law

: having been diecovered or applied by numhers, so I
presume it will be unposmi:le for numbers to set Jus-
tice in motion, for numbers tend to discord, whereas

| harmony is Justice and can only exist in the ahaem‘.e
1 of discord.

Lonsequentlv, it seems to me that both au!honts.-
rians and Anarchists mistake cause for effect, in sup-
posing that Justice is, or can be the result of either
authority or Anarchy, and if I am right, then Injus-
tice can be the result of neither, i: e. of course, as a
fixed law or principle. That it intervenes, tempo-
rarily, we #ll know.

Hence I conclude that Justice is ever-at the service
of Intelligence and believe there is always a way to do
right, even in the presence of what may seeman over-
powering authority,—or its reverse. God (Good, Jus-
tice,) rules; is the formative principle, while author-
ty, or service, (or Anarchy if it were possible) are the
mere outward manifestations of the life within,—the
bark of the tree. Equily is the law, authority and
service the outcome, only. Jas. T. R. GREEN.

Des Moines, Ia.

Mr. Green’s reasoning is somewhat short, but
none the less vague,-when he says, *When the law
of cause and effect 18 suspended we may reasonably
look for Anarchy,” thus indicating that Anarchy
does not take cause and effect into account. The
truth is, Anarchy is the only school of thought (in
the realm of sociology) that fully and unreservedly
recognizes and builds its philosopliy oa the idea of
| an endless succession of canses and effects. So far
as organization is concerned, it becomes unnecassary
as soon as the idea of association, voluntary and
| mutual, is recognize:l and acted upon. If, as Mr.
| Green comtends, every atom of life is organized, an d
'works in a definite and immutable manner, the

| result of cause and effect, then all legislation is pre-

| sumption, interfearence with the natural order, and
doomed to destruction because of its inharmony
with u:Lura.l processes. He bungs out the same old
| chestnut about desire for gain sti mulu'Ing inven- °
tions, whemwery well read person knows-that nearly
| all great inventors have died poor; have been
impelled to invent for the mere love of mvontmg

= Authority, the i imposing of one’s will on another, or

because the taw is natural so therefore it has another | othkers, tends only to retard, not to advance progress.

| 'The command to love is as useless as the command

| to have black hair. If the conditions are not such

| as to produce love, all the commands to love, in the
| universe, cannot compel it. Yes, we run against an
' eternal must, and we must quit i imposing our will
| upen ot\herrs and allow every one to live their owu
lives in ti]eu' own natural way, if we would secure

' peace, happiness and harmony. Justice is the great
| disideratum for which reformers strive, and they
"hope to attain it by forcing some to do so, and others

N
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1ot 8o, but the Auarchists see a higher ideal than
Justice, uiiless a new meaning is given to the word,
apd strive to realize a condition where all shall be
~Tree to enjoy Iife in the most natural and easy man-
per. In such a condition justice and injustice will
not be thought-of. Anarchists do not supposs that
justice will be the result of Anarchy, but, as before
stated, that a condition of Anarchy will be one in -
which the conception of jastice will be wanting.
because its }Lnlipode, injustice, will not exist and
justice, as a contrast, will not be a{:ipaljent. If just-
ice rules, then please excuse me from further justice.
The ruling I have had to put up with, up to the
present time, is not to my liking, and about all the
pleasure, happiness and joy I have been abie to get
out of life has been the result of rebellion, never.of
submission. If Mr. Green had suflicient knowledge
of the subject he has presunied to write upon
(Auarchy), to write intelligently thereon, it might
be worth while to argue the question further, but
under the circumstancés it seems useless, so I sub-
mit his article and these few comments to our read-
ers for their consideration. ) H. A.

Our Attituade.

“To be, or not to be;
That-is the question.'

Wnerner The Firebrand shall continue to run as a
free and fearless exponent of the philosophy of
Anarchy, and champion of complete freedom, or be
brow-beaten by those who fear free discussion, and
curtail its efforts to a mere howl for freedom imeo
geéneral a sense that no one will know what it means
by freetlom is the problem that confronts us today.

We have toiled and struggled. = We have suffered-
and deprived ourselves of many coveted comfiorts in
order that one paper might exist in which the fullest
and freest expree:;iun of opinion might be had. We
have taken up the gauntlet of conservatism and bid
defiance to Comstockjsm. #

So far we have not been attacked by ‘““the powers
that be,”” or interfered with by those who oppose our
‘ideas, but some within the fraternity; those who claim
to be radical; to have been many yearsin the move-
ment; the pioneers of liberty, demand that we shall
stop discussing certain questions and confine ourselves
to the propogation of *‘Anarchism.” Whatis Anarch-
ism? Itis Freedom! Fréedom, not only of access to
natural sources cf wealth and the tools of production,
but of thought, speech, press and action! Can we
tech Anarchism and stop short of demanding absolute
individual liberty? What kind of an “Open Court”
would it be that ruled out the discussion of religion
and love? We claim that The Firebrand is an Open
Court, and yet we are advised and warned to let
religion and the sex question alone, and the strongest
objection presented is against the sex question, and
by those who for years have boasted of their radical-
ism. '

What kind of a radical is it that gets scared at the
presentalion of a eubject, when those who are only
students, mere beginners in the work of propaganda,

" feel no horror or fright at it? Yet, that is the con-
dition that confronts us. The new adherents enter
into the spirit of free and fearless discussion, while the
old timers shrink back, or in horror cry: *‘Indecent,
immoral, away with it!” What a spectacle. Are we
to be detered in our discussion of ail questions that
relate directly to personal liberty, or pertain to human
development? Are we to rule out all things that do
npot-conform to; or acvecate some fixed idea or plan?

‘Never! . 3

We will eat our bread without butter, as we have
done in the past. We will continue to live hard and
go without many things we:may desire; endure the
same hardships we have endured, if need be, but we
will not submit to the censorship of anyone,. nor cur-
tail the freedom of expression that is now carried on
in The Firebrand. The Firebrand was started for the
purpose of giving an open court, a place for the pre-
sentation of any and all opinions, on any and all sub-
jects, and as long as the paper continues to appear it
will continue to discuss all questions freely and fear-

. lesely. “ !

-“Unto the pure all things are pure.” Tt is on this
idea that we present all questions to our readers. We
consider all questions pure and legitimate, and diecuss
them with no ather pu t

" the foundation, and

|'epposed to all forms of repression; of prohibition of
investigation and discussion, and expect to remain
opposed to them, and to show our opposition by freely,
fearlessly and unreservedty discussing any and alt
topies of interest, and of uncompromisingly chapjoning
the fullest, most liberty of thought; speech,
press and action. Tur FIREBRAND GROUP,

e
Putnam Again, -

I po not wish to speak of Miss Collins for I did
not know her; but Mr, Harman has reason to say
he did not know that Mr. Putnam was particularly
interested in_the sex quéstion, for when Mr. H.
was in prison the first time 8. P. was the means*of
tabling & resolution of sympathy presented to the
Secular Convention held in Portland, Oregon,
and I had the eatisfaction of telling him publicly
‘that I was ashamed of him. Yes, it did me goott
to speak out and I informed Mr. Harman of Mr.
Putnam’s conrse. But you see, people change their
minds. ; -

“Three years afterwards at g Convention in Chi-
cago Mr. P. enthusiastically-Supported a similar
resolution. .

But, because he defended Mr. Harman’s rights,
it does not prove that he defended Mr. Harman’s
ideas. People who do not know how to reason are
very apt to blunder here. Forinstance: I once
was opposing tho using of stg}ét language in speak-
ing of sex when a comrade/straightened himself up
and said: * “If people say I shan't say so and so,
then I will.” My reply was: “If people say you
shan’t roll in the mud, ypu go and do o to show
your independence.” Now, I would defend a man's
right to roll in the mud if he so desired, but that
would not be advocating a practice of rolling in
the mud. The right to do a thing and the advisa-
bility of it are two things, so Mr. Putnam’s endors-
ing a resolution of sympathy for Moses Harman
did not make him a free lover.

Lo1s WAISBBOOKER.

Echoes from Foreign Countries.

GREECE. The prosecution of the Anarchists ended
about thrée weeks ago. John Manganaras waé con-
demned to five months imprisoniment; Evangelos
Marcantonatos two monthe, and three others to one
years confinement. The aceusation was'on the ground
that the convicts were insulting the laws in criticizing
theé government in their periodical, Our comrades
announce at the same time the resurrection of their
paper ‘“‘Forward” in the next few weeks. There you
bave it! What good does this prosecution by the
Hellenic government do? It only gives more spunk
among the righteous thinking. men, and shows the
cowardliness of the legislators and executors of law
and disorder.

' BOHEMIA. There were several meetings of the un-
employed in Prag; also eome demonstrations on the
streets,-and as there were some boys a little more cute,
desired a saciety where every one will be allowed to
work if they want to, commenced to yell, “Down with
slavery ! and *‘Ilutrah for Anarchy!,” but such
expressions don’t fit very easy in the boots of the
Austrian defenders of the golden cali and so the noisy
ones got pulled, in order to teach them to speak a
more refined langnage and to respect the customs of
their native country. Sprysil was gentenced tp twenty
one days, Tichovsky to fifteen days, and Vajek six’
‘weeks and Stepanek one month. .

1f a man has a too strong desire for bread in Auatria,
and if he has has gall enough, as the above four boys,
he can get it all right in jail. .

CRETE. Waell, my iriends, this is another unfortu-
nate pearl in the earthly paradise. Anyone that is not
acquainted with-this igland may ask, “What is the
matter with i ; is the goil of a barren kind, or is it
draught, or continual earthquakes, or are the inhabi-
tants too lazy to take advantage of the natural pppor-
Lunities?” No, there is nothing of this kind; I will
stay by iy former name for it is a natural paradise,
abounding in everything that can increase human
comfort and happinese. The trouble is simply this; -
the Ottoman bark is an institution under Turkish
“laws,"”,and is owned by French and English capital-
istsa who uphold ‘‘law and order’us far as robbing is
oncerned. They hold the bonds of the Turkish Em-

5
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for them. The bonds are payable in produce and in =
such an amounnt that the people cannot satisfy the <

"| picking out a banker for public execut

Sultan, and-the plutocrats at the game time.

i The poor people, are struggling, for the last hundred

years, for their independence which of course would
not amount to any more than the independence of
Greece. It would be to trade one government for
another, which is just.as bad, but in having more con-
stitutional liberty the developments would take more

.| of a free course. So now then, the trouble in Crete and

the reat of the Turkish possessions, is their degrading
poverty and ignorance on one side, and the desire for
‘betterment on the other side, and -not so much on the
religious subject as the enly difference between Turks
and christians is, that the christians are more imposed
upon, because the muselmen’s are “*handling law and
order," of course, always to their own benefit, just like
the politicians over here. The littlo Greek paper, the
“‘Forward,” is making a very goor propaganda of edu-

| cation among the more intelligent Cireeks and Turks
"| who, can read and write Greek.

So you see the inter-
mingling ot the foreign powers is only to keep up the
licensed robbery perpetrated by the vampires who are
wpending millions of dollars to prin't‘h{blcs, and to
bring the heathens in to the folds of the everlasting
glory and happiness over here—no, beyond the grave.
That is why Matjalis picked out the the right man in
ion.
A. Kikuescic.
S
The TrustGévernment. =

Tie Government of the Trusts for the Trusts and by
the Trusts is now entrenched at Washington.© All
departments of the Government, Ilxécutive, Legisla-
tive, Judical, are now in pussession of a clique of poli-
ticians, bucked by great amf powerful monarchical
interest with headquarters at Wall street, and branches
in all the great cities of the country, According to
their spokesman, President McKinley, the first move
of fastening their bloody cluches on the tendons of
American labor will commence promptly. On the 15th
of March the Congress will assemble in extraordinary
session for the purpose of giving formal assent toa pol-
icy which, for months, has been cut and dried by the |
aforesaid Trusts and great Manufacturing Interests,

It js given out by these plunderers and liars, through
their talking automaton, that the rising of prosperity’s
sun cannot be, iintil after the financial affairs of the
National Government are settled. Therefore, a tariff
for Revenue is promised which will also, to use the
President’s words, ‘‘be so generally beneficial.and
helpful to every section and &nterprise_of the people.”

The Machevalian treachery of this declaration is
apparent when we remember that McKinley is a Pro-
tectionigt for Protection’s sake and that all the crew
back of him here in New Fngland and elsewhere are
the same. They cannot be considered to be very
solicitous about the Revenues of the Government, for
we do not forget that these same people went down to
Washington with their highpriced attorneys and witha
wail of woe that echoed from our Cod-Fish Bay to the
Golden Gate to protest against that income tax which
the people believe was a veritable palladium of their
rights. And a Supreme Court, which tradition declares
immaéulate and infallible, bowed in servile submission
to these lean and hungry lawyers. No! It is not the
Revenue that troubles these peofle. The Wilson Bill
and the Income-Tax provided for that. Their purpose
is to establish an Oligarchy of highly protected Manu-
factured Trusts, which must be paid for by the toil
and blood of those who labor with théir hands, The
condition of the United States Treasury ia not entirely
connected with the prosperity or the adversity of the
people. Even if the Government was bankrupt it
would be quite possible for the people to be at the
high tide of prosperity.

And we are perfectly aware that at the present time,

) with onb hundred and fifty millions of gold in pational

vaults, that the people are suffering unusual distress.
We would have more respect for President McKinley
if he had stated what we all know he felt. The Presi-
dent knows full well that the incresse of public revenue
is the only excuse left for Protection that will bring
him any kind of support. And so now he and his
henchmen are now Protectionists principally for rev-.
nue, with the very meek and humble hope that it will
be bene‘lg:ill and very-helpful to the peaple. :
And what then is promised? In vain we look over

hisi I add for the of P ity's

dawning. e ;
Nothing but tariff. The same old McKinley bill.

The people must be robbed to make them prosperous.
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The money question is glossed over in the vaguest -
. manner, and in the most ambiguous language. He

[to bea bimetallist. —Oh!-Nol He was a hime-
tallist, and a free silver man before he knew the .

- damning touch of gold, or felt the itching of the Presi-

~ -dential bee. But this is another McKinley—A Han-

‘nanized McKinley—hand in glove, check by jowl, with

the enemies of our country’s institutions.

It is not a pleasant prospect which wa gee before ns
—an agricultural population in deep di
filled with the evidences ol concentrated wealth and
yet ining & pauper popul
portions. We cannot refrain from quoting the words
of that great ist, Oliver Goldsmith, who, :
slthough he could not regulate his own money affairs;
accurately told the story of a nation.

“Iil fares the land to hastening ills a prey, -

Where wealth accnmulates and men decay ;

Princes and lords mcﬁv flourish or may fade,

A breath ‘can make them as a breath hath made,

But a bold peasantry, a country’s pride, :

‘When once deucroyed can never be supplied.”
. . —[Boston Traveler,

And so it must ever be while governments last.
Those in power will use the power for their own
interests and the interest of theirfricnds. . A,

s o Ve B |
Attention,

. .WEe have had s0 many orders for pamphlets, that
we could not fill on ‘account of our inability to get
them from London fast enough, that we concluded
to buy a job presson which we could print pumph-
lets, as svon as we could possibly do so., We
accordingly hunted up a suitable press, that could
be had on monthly installments, and have made
our first puyment on it. It will push us to keep
up the payments, and we will be very grateful to
all who have expressed a willingness to help us buy
a press if they will kindly remittto us what they
feel disposed 1o send in, so that we.can keep our
payments up.  As soon as possible we will begin
the ptiblication of pamphlets,

i’ Love.

Frex Lovk! How could any noble mind ever come
to hate these beautiful words! Was there ever a bard
who sang in praisé of enforced love? 1Is there in all
the poetry of the world a single beautiful idy! of love
which does not tell of free love? And yet, alas, what
A strange reception the world has given to the theory

. bearing this name!* i

A great poet sings'of the beauty of love and boldly
declares that this sweet and powerful feeling is alto-
gether too noble and vital to be subject to the tyranni-
cal conipulsion of priest and legislator. He finds
many enthusiastic admirers in the crowd, who rave
about his glowing stidphes, but when it comes to act-
ing in the spirit of his affirmation, they promptly
draw away trembling for the ‘‘sacredness’ of thair
marriage-institution. Insteud of practically accepting
{reedom they prefer to make “‘exceptional laps’ for
great poets and artists! :

- Throngh sad experiences in wedlock or'the study of

the many unhappy marriages everywhere observable,
8 man or woman has comg to the conclusion that an
institation which is the cause 6feo much dreadful mis-
ery should be abolished ; bec he is opposed to mar-
riage he calls himself and is called a free-lover—and
every person who yet feels somewhat comfortable at
his own fireside promptly cond ng the “‘destroyer
of home ‘and family!"” - 2 o
Another atgues thus: The eatisfaction of the sexual
- impulse is a pl ty ically denied to many at
. Present.- Give to every one a chanre to enjoy this
Ppleasure and it will be equivalent to an increase of the

- total of human happiness—and then *eivilized soci- .
© ety,” inwhich a truly beautiful enjoyment: of this asso-

cistion is a very rare exception, failing to appreciate
the value of this argument, fights as before for its
marriage institution, which it niust believe to be
“Quite & number of men and women have come to
the conclusion that the greatest possible freedom of

. the individual, not alons in love but in all other affairs,

- is not-only the best.but the only means for the eradia-
tion of 8xisting evils—but these are Anarchists! and

- that word alone is still sufficient to ¢ause such a con-

fusion in the braina of the majority of the people, to

. produce such vague but borrible images of blood, _

ﬂnﬁtnite; and torch in their thoughts, that sound
& 3 .

s \

, our cities

of ever growing pro-

[ constitute the ideal love, which would properly fit

" life than to gain the greatest possible happiness on

| sexually sound person of that sex could fully satisfy

1! “‘inexplicable something” which draws them together

| with irresistable force in spite of unspmpathetic epiri-

ing is uMerly. i possibl

with these ‘‘extrémists:" :

~And go it comes to pass that, in spite of their many
irrefutable arguments, the Free-Lovers can boast of
but little success, and those beautiful- words, “Free
Love,” have been bronght into almogt general disrep-
ute. . B
In order to understand what these words imply it is
necessary, first of all, to answer the question: What
is love? (Our eminent poets and authors give us the
following answers: One of them declares that “‘true

love” means “the spiritual 1o for an har

in.their controversies

“T'ask not, I care not
If guilt s in thy heart;
Iknow that I love thee,
Whitever thou art!””

Any fervent attachment of one human being to
another, which is deemed worthy to be called love,
and which ie not due to the desire for sexual inter-
course, is generally termed spiritual love to distinguish
it from the former. This may seem incorrect, as such

chord to your own scale of feelings and lanaatiu:ui;” loye {ni_v 'alsql}e but the result f’f the Ippl:e(:ifl?iuﬂ of
for another it is “‘the passionate tpprsciibion of the physical q_uxhuea.' buf p.er]mps 16 oay bo Jastifred by
truly good and the traly beautiful in man or woman o the tollowing considerations: It is generally aknowl-
a third thinks mainly of harmonious mental co-opera- | ¢dged, and I see no reason to dx_:uh?, that saxiial l(m?
tion ; for the fourth it is eimpiy “an ihaxplicable !s fiue o a great exgeut to “mstn_mtu’_e fee]:ng"(;lfat is,
something, which muab‘be felt but cannot be de- lit is not cgmsed by intellectual weighing of quulmt_as),
seribed;;” a fifth will admit that only that affection is | while a]l_ qgfer-'love oY) be traced to some reasoning
worthy to be called love which includes all the fore- _of the mind é}' impulsion of the wsthetic nature. As it
going, and I\Inntegaz‘zn tells us that love is neither wnl} 'uot gre\'ent * clear ur!d?rnmuding and‘may aren
more nor less than ““the power which brings about facilitate it, we will be satisfied for the present with
the union of the ovum with the semen ' e it 3 . —
Here we have quite a variety of explanations from love may originate in either of the following ways:
which to select, No wonder therefore lhu.t%uple 1. Reflections such as these: How good, how
haye yet to corme to an agreement as to what should | beautiful, noble, courageous, refined, wise, or power-/
ful he or she is!—These real or imagined qualitiee” .
|nto their ideal marriage. No wonder that there are  'may cause such an ardent admiration.and appreciation
| 50 many different kinds of *‘Iree Lovers.” of one person by another that the wellbeing of the.
Several years ago I read a curious little German book former is necesaary to the lmppingsa o_f tlfe'la!tgr.
emitle'd, ““Psychology of Love,” which advocates as a The greatest j?:v ?I the lover cc’mms.ts in giving joy to
distinct theory for agitation an idea w hich s¢éms to be  the beloved. This so-called unseltish love may also be
in the minds of a great number of our Amediean c'nused by long and i‘utmml.e co-operation and associa-
refornrers in a rather vague and indefinite form. tion of i"te“"fs (ag in the fami]!). or by the contin-
The author, M. K. Ferdinand, deplores the fuct that ~ 108sly potent influence which one human be ng has
human beings manifest so much sensual of sexuil love ©F the development of another (as in the relation of
which is.nat combined with spizitual love. The only | the parents to the child, of the guardm‘uu to the ward,
way-which_he.can’see for bettering the condition of | of ti-ne Ioater—plareuts to the ndopfed child), or by the
human society, is to educate the race up to such a | feeling of gratitude ﬁ?.a of the child for the pnre‘_nt).
standard that “harmony of souls” alone will be able | k2. . ’}‘he human being feels that for a hf‘ppy_]l[e he
to cause sensual affection, so that no sexual impulse | ® ly needs to co-operate and co-enjoy with
will be apparent in any man or woman until he or she lethe.rs{ be it in music, song and du‘nce: walks and
has found a being ““who is able to disolve the discords lftlka, in games and sport, in revelm.g 0 poedy, and
of his soul into beautiful harmony.” Of course he — Imrlature, in the aludy. of art and science—or in sex-
promptly admits that “many a generation will pass | uul}nlercourae. :}le ‘1’5"0‘1“1}'" thn_t in any one of these
away”’ belore this goal can be reached. ' !uhore or recreations the c_o-vpernho’n of some persons
Lt seams very strange that an intelligent man can | is far more agreeable;to him than thut_ of others and
believe that such a state of affairs could ever be .+ | it any one of them he may prefer one individual ol
attained; still it might be hard to prove that it would | °thers, LI this refers to pleasure or work which is
be eternally impossible. His theory becomes simply | exceptionally xmport.ant‘ tohim, or .1I he profers thb.
ludicrous, however, when you perceive that, although | 8me person for several of these enjoyments, a pagsi-
he plainly sees the dreary prospects, the sad disap- | °Pate love may be the result, X
pointments, the hopeless misery, which it would It may be in order to remark here that those £
bring to the present-and following generations, yet he l_uemema” i our lives, w%mn the _lugheat exal.ts.tlon of
deems it unnecessary to test the value of this ideal love | JO¥ OF the terrible depression of grief, when bright
and ideal marriage for which we are asked to make lxlopes or imminent dunger_s, or the spontaneous enthu-
such tremeridous sacrifices, = | siasn ru_r a great cause, s.hr thfe souls of two human
Well, as he is u christian he may be excused, but I | beings sm.]ultaneoun_ly with mighty force and passion,
can see no reason whatever why we Freethinkers are very likely to bring those two very near to each
should torture our Learts with the ungrateful task of | Other and to give to each of them 2 priceless value 13
trying to force ourselves and our Progeny to scceptan | the eyes of the other as a partner in future co-operation
ideal which was born in the brains of tyrannicsl and | #0d co-enjoyments.

nature-hating priests. As we have no otheraimin | 3- Innaming in the foregoing a few examples of
. objects of co-operation, I left out some of the most

earth, we simply lrave to investigate what desires the | ilportant, that is all those in which the object in view
different kinds of love will cause’and then try to find a | 13 not so much the direct enjoyment of the co-oper-
way in which_all of thesé desires or as many as possible ation in itself, as.a mutually.beneficial joining of

of them can be satisfied without lessening the happi- | forces in the acquisition of the means for enjoyment
ness of any human being, (commercial and industrial associations, professional

With this object in view we wili now define love and  Dions, joint households with mutually advantageous
its desires: - | division of the necessary labor, etc.) It may appear a
Every normal and healthy human being after reach-  !ittle quéer to some readers to designate as “‘spiritual

ing maturity feels a longing desire for sexnal inter- love”” an affection which is simply the result of the
course. Each neeils as associate a pereon of the oppo- 8PRreciated usefulness of another person in co-opera-
site sex, and at first (in the case of a man) his “affec- tion imthe acquisition and utilization of material
tiodate inclination” is towards woman in general; any things, but it cannot be denied that such appreciation
has often caused even passionate attachment. As we
his physical desire. But. in looking around for a part- cannot possibly c:fll it sexpfl ‘we shall have to let it
ner, he promptly finds that many persons are so stand under the title of “spiritual love.”
uneympathetic to him that the pleasure of intercourse Our observations show-that the desires of love are
with them would be vastly less than with others more manifold and varied, bat it may be truthfully stated

complementary to his nature. <Finally he perceives .  that they all refer to some kind of co-enjoyment or
that one particular person has such a charm for him co-operation, and that the object in view is not so
that he decidedly prefers this one being to ali others | much to find “image of self” as to'gain the best pos-
for the eatisfaction of his natural impulse. We call | sible counterpart. Therefore it follows that, as
this natural affinity or—sexial love. .As it meanathe  woman is the best counterpart of man—not only in
' préference for a physical ar sensual pleasure it is also | sexualMtercouse, but in almost all enjoyments and
called physical or sensual love. . ITabors, “spiritual’ Tove is migre frequent between men
-We know that this love may often be entirely inde- | and women than between persons of the same gex.
pendent of any “‘soul-liarmony ;"' that it may suddenly | Wherever spiritual love exists between a man and a
| grow into-an ardent passion without thie least knowl- | woman who are both sexually healthy it is very liable
edge of the mind and character of the chosen one; | to cause also & mutual preference for sexual inter-,
that for'the young men and women of today it is that  course, or, in other words, sexual love. This is due to

p

Sl

ual qualities and the contra-argumentation ot reason. .

this distinsion. Hence we find that mental or spirtual .

nd
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he fact that the pleasure of the gex-act does not con-
gist in physical lust only, but also in the sympathetic
—pleasure of giving joy to another. 1t is seli-évident, _
therefore, that the pleasure- pmst be greatly enhanced
by spiritual love for the participant, as that adds so
much to the intensity of that essential part of the
delight, the happiness of giving happiness to others. .
On the other hand, it may be asserted that-sexual *
passion causes all the qualities of the beloved to appear
in such an embellishing radiance that a kind of spir-
tual love may result therefrom. If, confiding in this,
intimate association of interests shall follow (as in the
case of modern ) then the situation will be-
come decidedly dangerous; full satisfaction will
‘promptly extinguish the embellishing light, coolly and
critivally practical reason will investigate, and the
resulting disappointment will terminate in the oppo-
site of ‘spjritual love. If, however, the full satisfaction
of the sexiial passion brings no servitude, no duty, no
responsiblity to either, then the memory of that “grand
_moment, in which the highest exaltation of joy made
two hearts beat in perfect unison,”” may develop u
lasting epiritual affection between the two in spite of &
thonsand unsympathetic qualities, which may exist,
but with which the lovers are not asked to contend.
—[From The Old and the New Ideal.

A Generous Donation,
CoMRADE A. J. PorE has donated one hundred
and eight copies of Lois Waisbrooker's splendid
book, “The Wherefore Investigating Company,”
which is one of this noted author’s most powerful
and thrilling works. It is written in story form,
and uncovers the horrors that attend land monopoly
in a masterly manner. -It is a splendid book for mis-
sionary purposes. The regular price is fifty cents,
but we have concluded to sell them at twenty-five
" cents per copy. Let the comrades order a few copies
and loan them a.rpund among their story reading
acquaintances. . It will set the thoughtless to think-
ing; arouse the indifferent, and cause a general stir
among the readers.
Every copy purchased of s is that mich help for
“The Firebrand, and the purchaser will be getting a
fifty cent hook for twenty-five cents, and one that is
well worth the money.

-

1
Open Letter to E. ¥, Ruedebusch.

I TNk Mrs. Parsons is right, i. e. under the cnndl-
tions with which we have to-reckon at present.
Skould we be free in every respeu. the question of
free love and variety will appear in a different light.
But so many people (1 think mostly men)avant to
carry these ideas out at present when the ma]orlty
of the men are not able to support the children of one
woman, and not even able to support a woman with-*
out children.

Love neither feeds nor clothes us, and you men

“cannot expect us women to clothe and nourish our
“children alone, as the majority of women are dis-
eased and not able to work hard after they have given
birth to three or four childien. In regards to whata

. ‘comrade/once wrete in The Firebrand that it was a
“pleasnre and satisfaction to men to support the chil-
dren oionem' more-women, 1 must say-if-there is
such a mal_n he must be a white raven. I, for my part,
don’t believe their are such men, not because I have
not enough confidence in them, but simply because it
is impossible for them to do go. Aceording to my
views “Iree love’” can only be carried out in a free
condition or when the partieg concerned are able to
prevent precreation. Before you advise free sex Te-
lations or variety you should give the woman know-
ledge of how to prevent pregnancy first.

- Now, there is nobody who hates marriage worse
than I do, and oh! how I would like to be young u-
gain and lead a different life, but since we are in the
bondage of marriage and have brought children in the
world, you will not tell me that either my husband

. {(who takea the right to practice variety) or I have &
right fo practice variety?

To make myself understood, ['will tell you my life
story in » few words. My hushand and I were rad-
icals before we married. -About 20 years ago we
went ahead and lived together without asking any-
boy of having auy ceremony performed,  But soon
we were compelled (o.get married. Children came
“one alter another (we had eight and four are alive) ;
~ soon.my “gld“man’ comrmenced tokick for having eo
- many children, telling me that T was only there to
deliver children, and that other, women were lots:-

\ :

{ to the Library.

siharter because they knew how to prevent pregnancy.
For his sake or rather to please him I tried to be smart
too, but was so unfortunate that for.six months I:was
in bed between life and death and will have to suffer
for it all ' my life. In spite of that I tried-to be smrart—
anyhow, until about four years ago when my hunsband
couldn’t avoid paying the doctor bills or rather had to
work for the doctor, Then he thonght the ‘‘pleasure”
was to costly for him and he left for Chicago, leav-’

ing me-and the children alone. My oldest son was

15 years old only earning $2.50 a week on what we
had to support ourselves.

. Andmy husband? ~ At first. he sent us once in a
while a few dollars, but the last two years he has na
sent a8 muach as to feed one child. He knew in what
miserable cirumstances we (his family) were living,
but at the same time he thought he had & right to
practice free {?) love and variety whenever he had |
money. He tells me that I have the privilege to do .
the same, knowing that I was sick and have no desire
for any -man or else he would not have granted me

the same freedom. In the same time I don’t think he
is a bad man; he tells me that he loves me and the
children, but being more eg@c he thinks first about
himself.

You see now what-a-life I have to lead. " I am not
old yet, 37 years; I am of a jolly disposition and like .
to associafe with liberal minded people, but as there 7
are very few of them in Omaha I live with and for my
children. But oh, sometimes I feel 50 lonesome and
forsaken that I can’t help but cn:y And when I read
in The Firebrand that “The Firebrand family”’ was in
need of women, [ wished so anxiously to go there,
make myself useful and enjoy the company of radical
people, even if I had to live ever so poor, but what
about my children? I will'be compelled to live with
my children until they grow up and if they are not able
to support me [ will-have to go to the poor house.
And that would_be my reward for a life of hard work,
misery and suffering. I often envy the christians,
seeing them walking to church together; they don’t
always like each other, but in their ignorance and
stupidity feel happier than I do in my loneliness.

1 don’t think theories or ideals will increase our
happiness very much as long as we have in.practice
to desl with conditions unessential to a natural con-
duct, B:

Omaha, Neb. ! 5 ]

e
The Letter-Box.

. J
. N., Stoughton, Mass,—The Firebrand will be sent regularly
“The White Slave” died several months ago.

8..¥., Chicago, 111.—Yes, the names were received and The
Firebrand will sent be to them for trisl. ‘The amount was cred-
ited in No.7. A

R. B., Chicago, I1l.—We never refused to send the paper to
anybody on account of not being able to pay. We will send you
The Firebrand anyhow, if you did not refuse it on account of
having ““too much free love in-it,” as one reader expresses him-
self. .
+ H. 8., Philadelphia; Pa.—Thanks for the contribution. If
every reader would give a little the “Proganda Fund'' would
5001 beawell supplied, but, as it is,'we are constantly “busted,”
especially when we keep on Improveing our shop, so a8 to be able

: 1o issue books and pampblets.

U. B., Boulder. Colo.—We were glad to hear that you learned
toappreciate The Firebrand £o soon, but we eanpot comply
#Ith your request. The women we are acquainted with would
not be willing to/make & contract tc stay with any man for a
“lifetime.” 1f they knew you personally, there probably would
be rome among them that would be willing to co-operate with
yuu, preserving the right to leave you at any.-time she would,
feel lke doing so. The old fashion of marriage has uo charm
for the women or girls that like to read our paper,

F. . W , Markham, Wasb.—The paper is uembezlnnin'g with
Vol. 3, Ko, 1, but you will not find the “The Triuamph of Free-
dom" finished. Thecopy was Rent to us as far as we have pub-
lished it and we thought that the continuation would reach us
in time, but we were badly mistaken. The author is on the
road to Portland and we will.therefore be able to finish the arti-
clesoon. If you as a Socialist should not agree with the con-
ten's of The Firebrand, x eriticirmn will be welcome.

h. Chicago, I1l.- It you had *roasted’” us for having patent
medicibe advertized we would not have been a bit surprised,
a8 we were diggusted with.it ourselves and feit “'guiity,” but
when you threaten to withdraw your support because we have
1o much free love'” in our columns, we are’ simply astonished.
Anarchis s are opposed to all censorship, or at least clsim to be,
and we are very {rdignent when we bear that Comstock confls-
cated certain books in the New York book stores that he copsid-
ers immoral, bt we sec now Comstockism exista gven among
the Anarchists. The government authoriti¢s have so far not
found anything in The Firebrand too obscene or immoral, but
we find Comstocks amang those wio profess to be Avarchists;
among those who belfeve u free speech, free press, etc. The °
contentsof the poem *'A Woman Waits for Me'" are immoral?
1'don’t know what your definition of immorality is, but you
must be an “immoral” and **nasty’”” man {f yon find the poem

so. Whitman s considered (ne of the best poets of this conn-

try; his book is sent the mail, 1y not con-
sidered obscene by the government, but we find objections
among Anarchists. “To thie pure everything Is pure” and vice
_versa. You may do as you please and we will do the same, as
"The Firebrand does not recognize cepsors nor bosses. It too
many withdraw their support we will suspend; but not mmu
to the dictations of censors or bosscs.

Wote und Comment.

Tar Legmlmureu of the various States have wrangled,
drawn pay, squandred the peoples money and gone
home, and what has been accomplished that will be of
general benefit to the people nl the various States?

Lott.n there be any batl.ar proo[ of the uselessness of
United States Senators than the fact that some of the
States failed to duly elect Senators, and the Senate
has decided not to-seat those who were appointed by
the'governors of these States?

* 8

Awt the old maids and old batches seem-to regret
that they are not married, and all the married people
seem to regret that they are married. The regret of
the single ones is-based on a desire'to experience some-
thing as yet unknown. The regret.of ‘t{m married ones
is based on expeuencc. )

* * -

Iy the cold weather a ﬂrebmnll oftén brings cheer
and comfort. In the gloom of our present social and
industrial winter carry, The Firebrand into the houses
of your friends, your enemies and your neighbors.
Thus shall you help to bring warmth and r.oml'ort to
otherwise cheerless households.

RN

Alaska than the to. Some i t
person may ask, “why then ﬁioea the government
bother to collect the revenue?”’ Because, a number of
politiciana have jobs as government employes in the
revenue collecting department and if this revenueswas
not collected these jobs would not exist. If these-joba
did not exist there would not be so much *‘pie’ to
distribate, and the big politiciana could not make so
many promises, and could not induce so many suckers
towork for them. }

* * *

A coRresPONDENT writes: ‘‘I do think if tll refor-
mers, Liberals, Freethinkers, Socialists, ‘A hi
' All would in these terrible times, this awful struggle,
lay aside theif little differences and work for the com-
mon good of & common humanity, we would gain the
victory much sooner.” ‘To all of which I assent, but T
have been unable to find any way of getting them to
do so. If the sister can induce them to do go, she will
render a servic to the cauee of freedom for which we

will all be grateful.

- * * *

EvERY year some new government jobs are created,
to put pets to work, but the expenses of these jobs are
paid for by means of special taxes, -‘These taxes
drive some men out of business, and other jobs must
be created for the out-of-works who have inftuential
friends, This itates an i of taxati
and go it goes. The government creates no wealth
and so every government employee must be paid out
of the products of others, Thus the burden of taxa-
tion grows constantly heavier, and its weight stimu-
lates the very process that increases it.

* Lo0w - !

Tie Oregon legislature having failed to make any
appropriations, Judge Northrup, County Judge of
Multnomah County, now refuses to turn over, the tax
woney collected in Multnomah County, to the State
Treasurer, for that reason. He states that had it been
known that there would be no appropriations the tax
levy would probably not have been more than one
fourth what it was, and that by not turning over the
State’s share of the tax about $1,000 per month will be
retained by the County and can be used in taking up
n\uuhﬂding warrants. How many ‘‘tax payers” will
see the folly of taxation from this lesson? ;

* - * s

Worknouses, with rope walks, or other industries
attached to make them selfsupporting, have been pro-
posed by well meaning, but deluded individuals.
What would be the result? Every tramp, or every man
applying for a job, would be given work, and his pro-
duct would go to pay the expenses of the workhouse.
The praduct of the workhouge would come in competi-
tion with the *‘free” laborers, and they would be
thrown out of work, and finally find their-way to the-
workhouse, and swell the’product of the workhouse,
and thus more men will be thrown out of work, and
have to go to the workhouse for & job. How long

It cost more to collect the United States revenue in

s




2 112, z
Do these figures correspond with the number
ted on the wrapper of your Firebrand? 1f so _
our subscription expires with, this number. Please
renew for another year, or if you are unable te help
us in any way, let us hear from you anyhow. -

b
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price,and: we send it to all who desire it, even if
they feel able to pay only a few cents-or nothing at,
all. _If you receive the paper-without having or-
dered it, do not hesitate to accept and read it, asno

bills dre ever sent out.

*

would such a process take to
to workhouse slavery? - La

reduce all working men

W it
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THE OLD AND THE NEW IDEAL,

calls for “State productive employment for the idle.”

Aﬁlﬁlhp of ll‘l part of the Soclal Question:
which pertains to'Loveé, Marriage and

Gorrespondence,

Sexual Intercourse.
BY EMIL F. RUEDEBUSCH.

. Dermsitions, . . .
Permit me to protest against your corresp

using the word *‘variety” in speaking of animate
objects. - The word is horribly misused. The proper
word is *‘promiscuous in speaking of human beings.
To speak of variety is to talk of varieties of wheat or
other cerials, or plants. = Variety in colors. Variety
of lights, of buttons, of kinds of cloth, Variety in

_earth and soils, Variety of things to eat; of wood,
rocks, shapes, size and of employments. Variety in

* all inorganic nature, but never in human beings. In
speaking of promiscuity of the sexes of ani:

Aant.

te beings,

The most masterly work on the sex question in print.
It is written in language that anyone can understand,

Love Movement. 9, The Hap Tarringe of To-day.
10. -How long will Love Relations last in-a Free

never use the word “‘variety” if you do you will show
the world how verdant you are.
z L Maus. CULBERTEON,

Just why Mrs. Culbertson shenld want to rule all
animate beings out of tlié category of things, I
can’t conceive. The definition of variety, as given-
in the di¢tionaries, is:

“Intermixture or succession of different things;
that which is various; a number or collection of
different things; semething varying or different
from others of the same general kind; diversity;

" difference,” and the definition of a thing is: “What-

ever exists, or is concefved to exist, as a separate
being.” . . :

Now when it can be shown that human beings do
not exist, as separate beings, we will quit using the
word variety in connection with mention of them.

T M. A,

Propaganda Fund.

Anns Marcus, $2.00. Hudson, Lessman, Bibole, Hrdlicka,
Ryan, Ruedebusch, each §1.00. Priestly, Klein; Finochie, Bro-

derick, Hurwitz, Léwin, each 50c.. Carpenter, Culbertson, each

85¢. Dubinsky, Neff, Ringold, Alderson, Cordis, each 250. Mil-
ler, Buttermliich, each 100,
: &

Society? 11, Jeal and P 12, The Old
and the New Ideal. 13. Ethical Views on Coition.
14. Love and Friendship in a Free Society. 15. The
Ideal Society. 16. The Number of Children in a Free
Bociety. 17. Undesired Children, 18. Licentious-
nees. 19. The Sénse of Shame. 20 Obscenity.

21. - Prostitution. . 22. Crime and(Disease. 23, Ebri-
‘| ogity.—An ‘Appeal to the Women. 24, Woman’s
Emancipation. 25. The Social Question. 26, The
Propaganda. 4
Appendix:

1. Introduction. 2. The Criticism of a Leader,
3. The Charm and Beauty in Exclusiveness. 4. Wo-

{ the Oregon City car at cor. First & Alder Sts:, and

Notice.
—Po find the HOME OF THE FIREBRAND take

ride out to Sellwood. (et off at Spokane Ave,
‘Walk two blocks toward the river, then turn to the
right and walk one block.

FLOWERS & SHRUBS,

ANYONE who will send a donation of tén ceats to The Fire-
brand, or a 50 cents subscription and a two cent stamp to pay
postage, I will send four packages of seed, selected from my cat-
alogue, which I gend free on application, or four nice plants,
Amonpg them are roses, bulbs, house plants, and hardy outdoor
plants.

This 15 a splendid opportunity to get some nice flowering
plants and help The Firebrand at the same time.

and yet is not offensive to the most refined. No one Order of RervnoLp Horruax,

can afford to miss reading this book. i 768 Glisan St., Portland, Oregon.
The -following subjects are discussed in the order| '~ The Plants will be seat all over the United States,

given. 3 . t B =
1." Our Freethinkers and Christian Morality, ' DR. FOOTE'S PLAIN HOME TALE -

2. Explanations. 3. Our Children. 4. Our Young EMBRACING

Men. 5. The Preventive Check. 6. The Girls. " ” LS

7. Love. 8. The Value of Marrisge and the Free g golnnns s““" A

For'the {uformation of those who may bo!.mercau“d. I would
call attention to the popular edition of this boo},ﬂ:n( hag been
a standard of {nformatfon, and a source of knowledge to teus of
thousands of families for many years. The popular edition has
been brought out to mest the ability of the poor.to buy, and {8
#0ld at the remarkable low price of $1.50.

Order from The Firebrand.

THE FIREBRAND'S AGENTS.

The following named persons will Teceive and receipt for
donations for The Firebrand.

| Chicage, ML C. Ptuetsmer, 239 W, Taylor Btrect.

New York City.—[ Rudash, 90 8tanton Street.
Baffalo, N. ¥.—G. Lang, 29 Grape Street.
Philad Pa.—L. Rab « 731 Plover Street.

. C. Plége; 860 N. Fourth Bt. (No. 2 rear).
Baltimore, Md.—B. Morwitz, 1141 East Lombard Street.
London, Eng.—-Tom Reece, 19 Ifield Road, Fulham Road, 8w.

man v8. Man. " 5. The Weakness of Woman. 6.
‘‘Calling Names.” 7. Criticisms of Socialists and
A hi 8. Tolstoi 9. A Paradox. 10. My
Hopes and Fears.
The price of this book is: Paper cover 50¢. _Cloth
nicely bound $1.00. z
e A fine Present for Friends, B

ORDER FROM THE PIREBRAND.

~

o
The Wherefore Investigating
Company.’

FIREBRAND LIBRARY.

In lots of ten or more, five-cent pamphlets farnished a
three cents each, >

Bases of Anarchimm: Historical, Philosophical and Eco-
. pomical. By William Holmes.
'God aud the State. By Michael Bakounin ... -
The Commune of Paris, by Peter Kropotkin, and An Anar-
chist on Anarchy, by Elise Reclus (one volume).......
The True Alm of Anlrt;hhm, By E. Steinle .
_Revolution, By 6. H Gordon....... “
Wants and thelr Gratification. By He
Anarchism vs, Btate Boolalism. By G. B.Bhaw.
Albért R. Parsons’ Book on Anarchism, Its Philosophy and
Belentific Basis.| German and English Editions; hand-
samely bound {n cloth and gilt, 30 cents; paper cover. ..
Life of Albert R. Parsons, with a brief History of the Labor
" in Amerioa. 'B i and nice-
1y bound; 290 octavo pages

'l
1

K
“\"'The two books last named are slightly damaged, but readable.

Bombs. The Poetry and Philosophy of Anatchy.

By W.
A, Whittick, Paper 50cents.. Cloth.. .

1.0

By LOIS WAISBROOK ER.
‘A THRILLING and deeply interestingstory, intend-
ing to show the wrong, and the inevitable bad

—Wm. Duff, § Nethsdale Gardens, Crosmy-
loof.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

= -
D& . Kurious Kreatures -
Red Lizard, Mounted on card.

§ .50
Porcupine Fish....... 100.
Centipede, Mounted,. 1.00
Beorplon, Mounted fine........ 1.00
Tarsntula Spider, finely Mounte 1.00
Trap door Bplder, finely Mounted. 100
Trap-door Spider Nest......... 5
Horned Toad, fine Mounted 1.50
Aligator 1 foot long. .. 3.t0 -
Aligator  feet long. .. 5.00 Y
Bnowy Owl. Large fine Bpecimen. oo 10,00

Ep. Gork, Taxidermist

Warren Minn.

of monopoly in land. It is one of Mrs. Waisbrooker's
best and most powerfull works.

A splendid missionarybook of 313
pages. Don’t fail to read irt.

LEND A COPY TO YEB CONSERVATIVE NEIGHBOR.

THIS-BOOK 18 PRINTED IN CLEAR TYPE
0N GOOD PAPER AND IS BOUND
IN HEAVY PAPER.

o Regular Price 50 venis,

OUR PRICE 25 CENTS,

The German Grounp, Chicago, Ill. m
8o'clock P, M., at 535 Blue Island Ave.

Anarchist Headquarters in San Francisco, 12824 Folsom 8t
Open every evening from 7 till 10 P, M,

The Independent Educational Club meets every Sundaye
evening, at 7:30 p. m. at 1927 E Bt., Tacoma, Wash.

The Peoples Unlon, a free discussion club, mieu every Sun-
day ing at 935 W St., P ce, R. T,

International Group Free Initiative meets at 144 West
28th 8t., New York, on Thursdays acd Saturdays at 8;30 p. m.

eets every Saluraay,

Radlcal Literature of all kinds, including English periodi-
calv, can be found at the news stand of comrade I Rudash, Cor,
Essex & Division Btreets, New York City.

** P& HELPING TEE FIREBRAND _gf *.*
Wx. WHITTICK has kindly donated to us ten

. coples in paper of his splendid book “Bombs,”
and five copies in cloth. Anyone sending us
fifty cents will receive a copy in paper, or for

-seventy-five cents a copy in cloth. It isa very

It will also be a great help to The Firebrand.

Sample Copies.

 copies, and for this pirposs we ask friends to send

appropriate present for friends who love to read.

WI n.end out each week large numbers of sample |

Mrs. Waisbrooker’s Bookw.

My Century Plant ............

The Ocoult Forces of 8ex

The Fountaln of Life

4 Bex Revolution... .
Those who desire to y the Bex Question'will ind ample

tood for thoughtin the above fout books.

Srandmother’s Lessons to Men, Young and 014, on the

Basio P ples of R 15 1]
One has but to read the above and then be told that the pos-

(al objects to its cf to ree how much gov-

‘ernment stands In the way of human happiness,

Bend orders to The Firebrand, Box 94, Portland, Or.

Other Books on Sex Relation,
The Old and the New Ideal. A Solution of that part of the

" in the work. - The subscription price is nominally
_“fity cents a year, though in reality if is vol 2

1 pt porsons “:ke o be .- d: . The .€t " |'Social which pertains to Love, Marriags and Sexual
of & sample copy has 1o other significauce than the ercon By Emil F. Ruedebusch. Paper cover 50c.
hepoot interesting you and securing your assistance | Nicely bound.......... N T A A $1.00

Diava, a Paycho-Physiological Essay on Sexusl Relations. = 25
Telks on Nature. Importact Information'for both Sexes.
A Treatd

o in English, Hebrew and German languages can
be had by out of town stand-keepers and comrades, by addres-
slog A. Levin, 340 Cherry 8t., New York City.

Anarchistische Vorblldungs Gruppe meets every Baturday
night at 8 o'clock p. m:, 110 Delaney 8t , New York. Pamphlets
in Eoglish, Hebrew and German largusges can be had at the B
‘meeting.

; -
Delnicke Listy is an eight page A
publ in the i 1

B by the v
‘Bend for sample copy

The Altruist {s a monthly paper {ssued by the Altruist Com.
munity, of 8t. Louls, whose members hold all their property in
common, and both men and women have equal rights and
decide all their business affairs by majority vote. Twenty-five
cents & year; rample copy free. Address, A. Longley, 2819+
Olive 8t;, 8t. Louis, Mo.

" Lucifer the Lightbearer, published at 1394 W, Congress St.,
Chi-ago, 111, by M. Harman, makes a specialty of Sexology or
Sexologic sclence, beljeving this to be the most importaut of
all sciences, because the most intimately connected with the
origin or of life, when : for good or ill, for

.
narchist weekly paper,

at New York City, 266 Ave.
A of America.

~ for many friends pay more- than the subscription

and
bound.

or misery, for success or

the Fuang
Atizactions of Men and Women. Nicely

or , for h
fallure, is stamped tpon each indiv:

/7

idaal, Weekly,31.00a year,




