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The Election Is Done.

The election is dove and the right ones won,
Else why the commotion of frantic appeals,
And appeals that are subtle as sin,

And lies as black as a Negro’s face,

And deception as false as a harlot's love ?

I am told that the ballot is the bulwark of freedom,
That right comes uppermost where it is freest.

But I see voters with unmanly mien

Skulking in and about the polling booths

Like thieves in the night;

Avoiding their masters political, industrial,

As tho doing some evil thing.

If it be honest, manly, just and effective,

Why sneak like a conscious wrong-doer,

Or a skunk in a farmer’s hen-roost,

To do that which press, preacher, public and politi-

cian

Say is a proud duty, a moral obligation ?

Is it that private conscience preeks with doubt ?

Is it that scepticism'mistrusts the power of a piece of
. paper
.To change conditionsin spite of consciousself-interest ?
Is it credence in the faith of personal Tesults
Notwithstanding the barricade of ballots ?

: e § g,

In words of wanton weariness
And the wisdom of washerwomen,
That the voters violated good judgment

It is said that th: masses must have relig-
ion, that those who rob them of it are doing

" a great wrong. In reality the masses al-

ways have religion, for the reason that
every required conviction becomes a religion
with them, which neither doubt nor argu-
ment dares to approach. As certain ideas
which took hold of the imagination of the
masses brought about the crusades, self
flagellation, the night of -Bartholomew, re-
ligious wars, and the reign of terror in
France, so in modern times there is side by
side of the power of reason amagical power,
which sometimes emanates from words and
sometimes from persons.

A hundred and some years ago the words
freedom, equality, and fraternity were a
magicalpower. The best proof of it is that
the Jacobins in the name of freedom, as Taine
remarks, could inaugurate a reign as coer-
cive as that of Dahomey, an administration
of justice like that of the Inquisition, and sac-
rifice lives as tho th e in Mexi In.

Democratic signifies in Europe the most
complete subjection of the individual will
(or its criticism and initiative) to the party
as a compact multitude; in America it often
signifies the strongest development of free-
dom and the spirit of enterprise of the indi-
vidual in opposition to the State, which is
setbackso thatit retains only the police-and
the army under its power. Before thecause
of Democracy is sanctified it would perhaps
be a good thing to know exactly what is
understood by it, or else we may expose our-
selves to the danger of becoming ever more
hostile to freedom in the name of freedom,
and even more conservative in the name of
progress.

To the magic power of words add that
of the person. It often accomplishes the
most improbable things. In ancient Greece
-or Rome nobody would have believed in the
probability (and in Japan and China people
are highly astonished) that a carpenter
fg:qm:(;‘alilce would be the almighty God of

became a magical power, in which name the
love. of one’s country was soon persecuted
as a_crime in conquered countries or pro-

In the choice of their political masters,
% Al{q sroﬂtrl;e world goes wry, ’

" ButIquestion those whom success

(And the lying figures of an honést count!)
Have helped into the saddle of power: :
Why poverty grows in theshadow of institutio;ns born
of the ballot ?
Why jobbery and robbery and rascality dominate
these institutions ?
Why the souls of rulers are steeped in rottenness,
And their lives a protest against honest toil and fair
dealing ? 5
Why they blow hot here and blow cold there ?
Why they say white when 'tis Mack and black when |
'tis white?
Why they tell us they go south, and after election go
“north? 3
And in childlike wonderment they gaze at me in my
simplicity,—
And wink the other eye!

\

JosepH A. Lasanig.
AT Rty
Magic Power,

People have familiarized themselves with
the idea-$hat reason is the motive power of
mankind,
inventions are due toit. But in the course

- of history there have been other forces asso- —In another strata of society the word De. as Tarde -once. replie s
:i?t:i ov?ith reason which not seldom be. mocracy has a similar power; it denotesa old Hellas should have narsed the idea that

come dominant over it. Superstition built
itself ten temples sooner than reason a sin-
gle one. Superstition has given gods and

devils reality, reverenced priests and burned

witches, while reason hasmodestly confined
itgelf to self-defense. .~ —
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.dom.

vinces, and the hatred of foreigners preached
as a gospel.

The masses everywhere are full of inheéri.
ted conceptions, and therefore universal suf-
frage, which is supposed toFerevolutibnary,
is an utterly conservativ institution; but
whenever the masses a.re»j i ontented and
would like a change, they have the de-
sire, but are easily pacified when old institu-
tions are continued under a new name, They
succumb to the magical power of words.

In” the year 1849 the established Church of

Denmark was overthrown, She received a
new name—people’s Church, and lives ever
since under the new and better sounding
name, in her old manner.
" In our days Socialism is the religion of the
laboring masses. Even the term creates

a religious sensation; it responds to the “and useful, —from the matches to wireless
~ astrong illurions of the lower strata of so- telegraphy

ciety, and is in itself therefore a magical
power, at the mention of which it is for.

ause progress, discoveries, and gotten to ask, how much or how little up not apt to achieve more.

till. now has been achieved for the masses.

guod cause—the cause of progress and free-
‘Thatisnot treated democratically,”
or, “that is not a democratic measure,’’—
are uttered in the sense of severe criticism.
But as there are various kinds of Socialism,

e 3

‘would have thought it possible that very

; ppealed to all over Europe and
America, if] (officially) something that is

~good and true—or the contrary,is to be

done. In the year 179G nobody in France

soon a simple lieutenant of the artillery
would swing himself upwards to the throne,
subjugate Europe, reachiug out to dominate
the world, and treat kings and emperors as
his vassals. Thousands and thousands of
men went to death for him’; the magic
power which emanated from him kept them
ever charmed. Today we trace such phe-
nomena to hypnosis and suggestion. One
could also mention loyers, who are rarely
ever disposed to listen to reason. With Na.
poleon the magic power remained with his
name even after death, for only because of
his name could the weakling nephew sit
upon the throne. 3 ;

Because we owe to reason all that is good

and the electric light, people
are inclined to think that that unreasonable-
ness which is concealed in magic power is

If I am accused of exaggeration, Ireply, .

the sun was perhaps as large as the whale
Peloponnesus, his best friends would have
unanimously declared that there might be

some truth in his paradox, but obviously he

had exaggerated




Misconceptions of Anarchism.

A writer in FREE SoCIETY of April 19,
under the heading, “Individualism vs. An-
archist Communism,” has succeeded in
crowding in so much that is untrue in the
space of a short note, I cannot pass it un-
challenged.

Says the writer: “Individualists are chas.-
ing a myth—egoism, while Anarchists know
that egoism and altruism arerelative terms,
‘meaning everything in general and noth-
ing in particular.’ Anarchists deny both
altruism and egoism as a positive” (forre).

Egoism—a ‘myth! Only a mythical ego
could say that. Besides, I have yet to see
the Anarchist who does not chase this
“myth” himself. Indeed, I have had-quite
an experience in trying to add altruism to
the ‘‘chase,” with but scanty success.

“While Anarchists know,” etc.—Do they
really know it? I wonder where those An-
archists got such knowledge from? As far
as I know Anarchism and evolutional biol-
ogy I should say, those Anarchists ought
to know if they don’t, that both egoism
and altruism are positive forces in the evo-
lution of psychological life, and that we
could not do withcut them.

At all events, it 1s a question of biology,
and 1 cannot see what purpose the writer
had in denying these two factors any mean-
ing in particular.

‘“When the Individualist claims,” is his
next sentence, ‘‘that the individual can be
free and happy while the rest of mankind is
miserably enslaved, the Anarchist questions
such philosophy.” The negative evidence
that I have rever heard the Individualist
make such claim as a basis for his philos-

ophy may not be conclusive; but that the
point is not well taken by the writer, I feel

quite sure. It is not probable, but it is cer-
tainly possible for some individuals to feel
free and happy, even tho the rest of man-
kind be miserably enslaved. Anyhow, I see
no merit in Anarchism questioning such
doubtful philosophy,—rather would I ques-

tion the propriety of taking an opponent at

his worst, in order to appear oneself all the
more reasonable by contrast.

The writer’s next statement is—* Anarch-
ists contend that contracts imply slavery.”
What a sweeping assertion! Forced con-
tracts as we find them today between the
starved workmen and his employer are cer-
tainly expressions of slavery; but given a
condition of equal opportunity, where there
is entire freedom of choice for each of the
contracting parties, contracts are then vol.
untary agreements, the very foundation of
a free society. Free contracts, then, never
imply slavery; nay, the very essence of An.-
archism is Voluntaryism, i. e. society reor-
ganized on the basis of free contract.

Next again comes the following: ‘‘Indi-
vidualists defend private property, while™

Anarchists-claim that property-is-impossi-—

ble under freedom.” Well, I still cherish the
hope that Anarchists will give up this claim,
as soon as they start to think for therm-

selves. The more Anarchism is understood,

the clearer it appears, that the idyllic fan-
cies of the earlier Communists are not syn-
onymous with Anarchist freedom. As so.
cial reformers we are nothing if not logical,
since. we cannot boast of experimental in-
ductions; and logical reasoning compels
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us to distinguish between what is an essen-
tial and what an accessory in the organiza-
tion of our.ideal society. It is not property,
but privilege that is impossible under free.
dom. On the economic side, it is neither
Communism, nor Collectivism, nor Individ-
ualist competition, but solely equal oppor-
tunity that is a condition sire qua non to
the healthy life of a free society.

"And altho-Ipersonally consider Anarchist
Communism a perfect ideal devoutly to be
wished for, I cannot help seeing that this
ideal is separable into what I would call,
the basic principle—Anarchism or Volun-
taryism—and one of the economic meth-
ods—Communism.

The writer goes on: “The Individualists
declare that the laborer should get his full
product, while the Anarchists contend that
the share of product cannét be determined.
... " Anarchism never made such conten-
tion; but the writer thruout identifies it
with Communism, which does contend that
the share of each cannot equitably be deter-
mined, for reasons, by the way, quite fanci-
ful and not at all conclusive.

Besides, it is rather daring to openly deny
the laborer his right to his full product. It
is ome thing to advocate brotherly love
among workers by the way of voluntary
Communistic arrangements, and quite an-
other thing to claim that no one hasa right
to enjoy his labor otherwise than Commu-
nistically.

“ ... And real freedom can only exist
when pruduction and consumption is as
free, asareair and sunshine.” What freedom
does the writer-think of? Does he look for
freedom from care and anxiety, from respon-
sibility and worry for the morrow; or free-
aom Iromr SOCIAT
power of majority rule? It is the latter
sort only that Anarchism stands for, no
matter how sweet and idyllic the former
kind may sound to careworn workers of
the present. To confound Anarchism with
Communism is to create chaos; to define
their true limitations is to establish order
in our propaganda of education. And if, in
order to achieve this desirable consumma-
tion, some of our writers will have to shake
off a few of the traditional formulas, the
sooner they do it, the better for our move.-
ment. J. A, M.

g
Problems for State Socialists.

As the productive capacities of individuals
would differ in the industrial system of So-
cialism, just as the intellectual capacities of
children now differ in the Socialistic public
school system, how could equality be main-
tained after being artificially established ?
Would it be by curbing superior abilityto
the “level of average capacity, or would the
products of superior natural ability be con-
tinuously confiscated by society ?

-Could-the single man quit work when his_

personal needs were supplied while the man
with a large family of small dependent chil-
dren would be compelled to work on? If
the single man could be compelled to assist
in feeding and clothing the children of others,
as he is now compelled to help pay for their

schooling, would this not conflict with the .

Socialistic assertion that every worker
would have the full product of his toil? °
isti g,jj'operty to be confiscated or
e o :

and the coercive *

purchased by the State? Ifit is to be pur-
chased, how are proceedings to be instituted ?
To purchase anything is to acknowledge
its ownership by the possessor and his right
to define the terms of sale. Havingnothing
to exchange for this property, what would
the State Socialists do? Would they oust
all property owners from private posses-
sion, including the proprietors of small
farms and humble cottages, and take pos-
session of everything, issuing to the former
owners, whom they had dispossessed of their
holdings, bonds based for security, on the
value of the seized property? If itis right
for a political party or government to do
this, why is it not right for individuals to
do the same thing? Can society transform
a private crime into a public virtue?

Since industrial equality cannot exist
without social equality, how could white
men and colored men cooperate with
the present race prejudice prevailing? If
the colored race should see equality thru
State Socialism, few white men would be
Socialists. The question is not whether
this antipathy is right or wrong, nor is it
one concerning the probable status of the
races in the far-off future, it is a question of
cooperative equality during the twentieth
century, in which it is predicted by Social-
ists that Socialism will prevail. '

If a Socialistic government shoulG be es.
tablished, based on majority rule, with that
majority composed of working-men now
associated with the labor unions, what
would be the fate of those who were not
Socialists? Would they be persecuted by
this ruling majority as the non-union work-
ing-men are now persecuted by the labor
unionists who ' outnumber them? If so,
then dissenters dnd progressionists of all
kinds would be worse-off than they are
under the present goyernment. To dodge
this vital question by pleading that a
change of environment will make these ty-
rannical men liberal is equivalent to declar-
ing that a hog will not remain pork if he is
allowed to come into the parlor.

LEroY CUMMINGS.
— g e
Kropotkin’s Letter to the Commune Meeting,

Dear Comrades.—I am so sorry that the
state of my health prevents me from being
with you tonight.

It is always good to refresh one’s energy
by the commemoration of the glorious fight
which the working men of Paris fought,
thirty-two years ago, against the united
forces of international ¢apitalism,

The more so now when we enter a period
of general awakening of the working-men
of all nations; when the ideas of interna-
tional solidarity amongst laborers of all
nations and all trades are so loudly pro-
claimed, and so well practised, as they have
been during the last twelve months,

men’s Association, which hasmade the Paris
Commune, isalive once more. Itisthatspirit
which has breathed in the general strikes at
Barcelona, at various smaller towns of An-
dalusa, in Belgium, at Geneva in Holland.
It is that same spirit and that same en-
thusiasm which have inspired downtrodden
- working men—Poles, Jews, and Russians—
“ilt_Poland and in Western Russia at Ros-
toff, and so on.

—The spirit of the old International Work- HORA




The same spirit which has inspired the
Dock Laborers’ Federation in their menace
of boycotting Dutch commerce if the Dutch
government dares to take its measure fqr
paralysing the strikes. That same spirit
which breathed in the great coal strike of
America, a strike which has shown the
powers of united labor and the weakness of
the capitalist State.

The same spirit, again, which inspires the
great, deep and powerful movement that
goes on in France for preparing the general
strike. Tts possibility has been proved. Its
significance is self-evident. This is why it
is so dreaded by middle classes. The gen-
eral strike is not yet the Social Revolution.
Surely it is not. But it is the act which
will unite the workers, the act which will
divide society into two camps—those who
work and those who don’t; and will put
the great problem of work and exploitation
before mankind in all its nudity, free of all
political tinsel. -

Thirty-two years have not passed in vain,
especially in the Latin countries. A new
Commune movement is already ripe. The
lesson of the Commune :—Act for yourselves,
and let the others follow. Do not order,
but preach by example. This lesson has
been understood by the proletarians. The
other lesson—Communalize, without delay,
what is necessary for life and work—begins
also to be understood.

Both—let us hope and work for that—will
soon be put into action.

—_— —
Anarchy vs. Protection.
_George Macdonald is out again on the al-

-leged absurdity of Voltairine de Cleyre’snot

wanting Helcher imprisoned. -1 am sorry
to see he has taken to writing the language
of Reed's Isonomy; which is by no means
an improvement upon English. This pre-
vents my giving more than a very brief no-
tice to George’s shaky Shakespeare. ‘All
men kill the thing they love,” he quotes—I
suppose ffom the Merchant of Venice. IfI
should say it actually reads.

Bassanio. Do all men kill the things they do not
love?

SHYLOCK. Hates any man the thing he would not
kill? -

I might be told as on a former occasion,
that I could not understand a joke. Sol
had better own up that I cannot—when it
is in Isonomish.” My knowledge of that
language is too imperfect. However, he
proceeds to ask in tolerably intelligible
phraseology —for English and Isonomish
have really considerable parts in common—
whether a good Anarchist must stand asan
uncomplaining target for fools to shoot at,
and refuse to take any measures for restrain-
ing the marksman when hit? No, but An-
archists mostly know a little about the psy-
chology of crime. They keep dp with the
age.They read writers like Lombroso;
who, tho not themselves Anarchists, have
contributed greatly to the philosophy of
Anarchism. An Anarchist, consequently, is
apt to know that there is nothing gained
by “ restraining? the perpetrator of an* im-
pulsive”’ crime, like Helcher’s, inasmuch as
he is no more likely to commit another than
‘anybody else—perhaps less. The law—the

traditional practise of our ancesto

. gratified. I see clearly now that these poor

FREE SOCIE T

ance from the ignorant and barbarous past.
Accordingly, it knows nothing about truths
like these. Its treatment of criminals is the
principal cause of their numerousness, dan-
gerousness, and incurability. I will not en-
large on this now, having done so very
lately, in the fifth section of my **Vindica-
tion of Anarchism” in FREE Sociery. But
I have surely given reason enough there
why Anarchists should not seek protection
from the law. If this be the principle on
which G. E. M thinks society could not * be
run’ long without needing apologies to
dead victims of the system—I think he is
mistaken. C. L. JaMEs.
g

A Rejoinder.

Since Comrade Grossman has shown me
in last week’s FREE SocIETY that I have
been rambling in the wilderness in the realm
of psychological mysteries, and has recalled
to my mind the idea that we are all poor
sinners, and therefore should pass no judg-
ment upon our brothers, which had slipped
my thought since I attended the Sunday
school, I have repented. I now ask forgive-
ness of those on whom I have heaped abuse
and judgment; as for instance Judge Gary,
who brought our comrades to the gallows;
Frick, who had toilers shot down; Louis
XVI, who had bhundreds of little girls
dragged to his so-called deer-park in order
to gratify his morbid desires, and got rid
of them after they matured; the Russian
czars, who outrage women by threatening
death orimprisonment; or the Messalinas,
who had their “lovers” murdered after the
pangs of sexual ‘starvation” had been

meve. tf ”

~men, and is a worse stigma than the term

_right to pass judgment_upor_i the acts
 fellow men, yet he
P

who ““succumbed” and *yielded” to the
‘“‘unjust and intolerant demands” of the
feminine sex, or vice versa (a philosophy
which, I think, Adam invented after he had
“succumbed” to the “unjust demands” of
Eve). And since it is really the wicked girl
who inflicts “‘great stress” and agony upon
the “sexually starved man” with * confes-
sions of a noble nature,” or, as Comrade
Grossman lucidly reasons, they were won
thru a lie and thus they had been digging
their own fate (a profound argument in-
deed!), I shall never again stigmatize the
‘“‘inhuman” brute as a ‘“rascal,”—provided
Comrade Grossman steers me safely thru
that labyrinth of confusion, his would be
Nietzschean or metaphysical philosophy.
From the conglomoratioa of his argu-
ments, the greater part of which have no
bearing upon the question at issue, I gather
that ‘there is & such thing as good or bad,
right or wrong, tho he repudiates and re-
sents the act of the man. But why repudi-
ate if our acts are neither “good nor bad” ?
The man ‘is not a rascal,” he asserts, but
is “‘inhuman,” which is also “classifying”

rascal, for the rascal is still human, while
the “inhuman” man is not. He uses the
adjective ““noble,” from which I judge that
he also acknowledges its antipode *ig-
noble,” thus dividing society into noble and
ignoble folk. He tells me that we have no
of our

-~ this after he has told us that it will neve

‘“might is right,” and in the same breath
insists that I had no right to call the man a
rascal; and here he cooperates with my
legal partner—the judge—and convicts me
of degrading myself. He even passesjudg-
ment upon my motives. Indeed, great are
metaphysical puzzles, and I hope that Com-
rade Grossman will rescue his philosophy
from this entanglement of contradictions,
otherwise the discussion is wasting space
and ink.

To call a man a rascal, because he acts

differently from what we would, is settings
up a moral standard, he again asserts.
Now I admit that a moral standard en-
forced by the police club is incompatible
with freedom; but since he calls the man
“inhuman,” and by implication admits that
there are alsoignoble men, he, too, is setting
up a moral standard according to his own
logic. C

Nobody has a right (suppose he has the
might?) to pass judgment upon the way in
which “I acquire” sexual gratification, he

" says. Not being versed in metaphysics, I
will concede for the sake of the argument
that this may be correct; but I do know
that, should he attempt “to acquire” that
gratification by way of rape, within my
reach and hearing, I should pass judgment
in a manner which would quickly restore him
to his normal senses, all metaphysical phi-
losophies notwithstanding.

In conclusion let me say that I have not
uttered a single word on sexualrelationship
as such. It was the deliberate lie the man
employed to ‘‘acquire” gratification, and
then left the. victim in her agony helplessly
on’ the street, without showing the least
sympathy or accepting any. responsibilit:
a¥tex? £ lﬁéypas'sio'n '%h‘d 'gc‘tmlid’ iig vﬁfaﬁ%é" T
had had.ample time for sober contempla-
tion, that I was considering.

But there are others as deeply in the fog
as myself, and Comrade Grossman will do
the Anarchist philosophy a great service by
clearing the ‘minds of Comrade Kropotkin,
for instance, who answers those who claim
that men are obeying the need of nature, in
hating the man who lies and is still more
venomous than the animal, and Comrade
James who calls Mrs. Eddy a “vile impos-
ter,” of their delusions.

As to the definition of the term * rascal,” I
refer Comrade Grossman to the Standard
Dictionary, in whose sense I used the term,
and that only provisionally, i. e., if no out-
ward circumstances,—nothing. but ‘“‘inhu-
manity,”—prevented the man from proffer-
ing his sympathy to the girl. AL

P. S.—Since the above was written Com-
rade Grossman has issued another riddle in
Die Fackel, of which he is the editor. Speak-
ing of a man who had slandered him in a
public meeting, he says: I hereby declare . -
that this wretch . . . is an infamous, low

backslider, and an all-around rascal.”” And

.

doto call a man a rascal when we ourselves
are such,” or, ‘‘because there is no class ot
_good or bad man, of rascals or non-rascals.”
It is eviden: t so long as he indulges in
* such incongruities of thou g
: 1
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Notes.
All exchanges and correspondents should
note our new address, and direct mail to
407 Park Ave., instead of 331 Walnut.

-

It is announced that ‘‘Modern Science
and Anarchism,” by Peter Kropotkin, trans-
lated from the Russian original by David A.
Modell, will be published immediately by
the Social Science Club of Philadelphia. For
details see page 8.

» -
-

Society has not yet reached its ideal state,
one in which money will no longer be used,
and where cverything will he free for every.
one. If the comrades who read FREE So-
ciery would effectively work for that ideal
condition, let them remember that one of
the means to the great end is the support of
the journals which devote themselves to the
advocacy of liberty. Prompt payment of
subscriptions is genuine and effective propa-
ganda. Are you withus?

- -
. -

To anyone sending us $2 we will send
FRrREE SOCIETY one year and Dr. Greer’s ‘‘A
Physician in the House’ or his new work
“The Wholesome Woman.” Also to anyone
sending us.one new subscriber and $2 we
will send thesame. Thisapplies torenewals
as well as new subscriptions.

i gt

Outpost Echoes.

While they are hunting the BaJr, itis al-
most certain, since they are using legal
means, that the hunt will end in the escape
of the Baer.

- B -

There is an impending famine in Spain, the
crops having been almost ruined. The An-
archists are said to be active. Those Span-
iards who will yet become Anarchists will
have starvation for a teacher now, whose
lessons succeed where all others fail.

. - -

-

Officialism is doing all it can to poison the
spirit of unionism, it has sent forthan edict
to the effect that no strikes are to be inau-
gurated without the permission of the cen-
tral body. As ever, the “servants’ will
rule the  masters” in this new move,

FREE SOCIETY

Bryan is still demanding that the Demo-
cratic party remain true to the principles of
the Kansas City platform ; which, in the pres-
ent condition of things, is very much as tho
some modern Christian should insist that
his fellow Christians remain faithful to the
platform of the Sermon on the Mount.

* & -

The Coming Nation is again having a
taste of trouble, the; postoffice having ad-
ministered another little dose of late. What
would a State Socialist postoffice do with
FREE Sociery, which opposes State Social-
ism, the State, and all the offices? Would
the paper be likely to have second class
privileges ?

- -
-

May Day witnessed the beginning of
strikes all over the world, the one against
the reaper trust in Chicago especially inter-
esting us of the west. A unique strike, that
of the laundry girls, is attracting attention
and interest, chiefly because of the deter-

mined stand taken by the young women, .

who are willing to remain out all summer
rather than submit to slavery and extor-
tion. This is the spirit which makes men,
and women. s
L4 *
-

The enabling act in the Illinpis legislature
was met by a disabling act at the hands of
speaker Miller and his doughty minions,
and yet the people are crying ‘‘outrage!”
and hinting at bribery. If they could but
see that the power of legislative votes is
solely the result of a test of strength, and
has no relation to-right or justice, they
could then further realize that it really does
not matter whether we are ruled with clubs
or votes. But this might lead to further
dangerous thoughts.

It is reported that there areso many deser-
tions from the kaiser’sarmy that that august
persen has instructed the officers to shoot de-
serters on the spot. If there are many such
dastardly deeds as that of a German lieu-
tenant, who recently killed a soldier with a
sword thrust because he had not “been
properly saluted,” it is not to be wondered
at that the kaiser’s army is dwindling in
numbers. This suggests a new definition of
the word deserter: viz., one who has leased
his hands tomurderers, but who later
breaks the ledse.

» -

-

General Miles went to the Philippines to
investigate the alleged grave condition of
affairs in those islands, and his report was
so damning, and by implication so full of
ironical reflection upon the *‘honor of the
army "’ that secretary Root has kept it hid-
den from the people till now, and only
makes it public in answer to unmistakable
evidences of public impatience. General
Miles accuses the *“honorable’ armyiof so
much murder and torture that none but
those like himself, who have gone to school

_to murder and torture andlearned the “ arts
of war’’ at their feet, can, it would seem, be-
lieve that an army may haye any other

"honor than the honor of liars, hypocrites,
thieves, and assassins. i

» .
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/The final argument against Anarchism is

} J

that it expresses too great a degree of faith
in men, and the Union Leader, in speaking
of FREE SocIETY blames nothing, appar-
ently, initspages, except the trust inhuman-
ity which is implied in the general run of its
articles. Two replies at least offer them
selves in rejoinder to this old; yet ever new
pessimism: the one is, that human progress
is afact,and thatin all other directions save
one, progress has already gone an astonish-
ingly long way toward its goal; the other
being, that every expedient except liberty i
having been tried as a solvent of social diffi-
culties, the application of liberty should
soon be in order in the ‘mere economy of
energy. Anarchists may dream, but they
test their dreams by their waking experi-

ences.

»* *
*

Those political party organizations which
declare themselves Socialist are meeting for
the hundredth time trouble in the shape of
reformers who wish to impose their individ-
ual views of morality upon the party and
have them written into the platform, so to
speak. Martha More Avery objects to
Atheists and free-lovers as being not worthy
to beSocialists. Poor, “ virtuous’ woman !
But logically as a State Socialist she is jus-
tified in her attitude. There is no dividing
line between what the State should and
what it should not do, if its object is the
positive well-being of the people. Mrs.
Avery feels, and  rightly, that a majority 3
once got for an opinion, straightway it be-
comes the duty of the State to make it law.
Anarchism, if it had no other recommenda-

- tion, would have this important one, that

under it no given set of opinions could be
forced upon anyone. The free-lover, the
celebate, the Atheist, the Christian, each
would be free to live in his own way. The
State -Socialists are trying to hide the issue
by disciplining Mrs. Avery.

R3 »
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Captain Dreyfus has appealed for a re-
opening of his case, which calls to mind the
fact that the French authorities did all they
could to suppress investigation, and thanks
to the assistance of the judiciary, suc-
ceeded, till Zola gave his powerful aid to-the
wronged Jew. Not by appealing tothelaw,
tothe courts, did Dreyfus get the ear of just-
ico, but by appealing to France, to the
world; ~first thru the lips of the great
novelist and then by the efforts which those
few made who came to the side of the intre-
pid Zola. Even then things were looking
dark for him till the suicide and confession of
Colonel Henry forced the deceived French
people to ask for an investigation. The
courts will never exonerate Alfred Dreyfus;
he must remain satisfied with their former
verdict, which leaves him free, but still
charged with crime.

* »
-

The taxation of the people of India is so
severe that famines occur periodically, and
are followed by the plague, which is now
killing about 80,000 weekly. When the
British government stole India, it built rail-
roads, established public works, settled an
army in the country, and spent money in
many ‘ways, money borrowed from English
capitalists at high rates of interest. The
inhabitants of India are paying the interest .

¢
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upon this debt now, and since they are not
a commercial people, but in the main live a
simple agricultural life, the railroads, the
great bridges, the public works, and all the
rest are not extensively utilized. Add to
this the fact that an army is living upon
them, while a vast crowd of foreigners are
filling the public offices and positions and are
being paid by the people’s money, and it is
not hard to see what “enlightened and be-
nevolent government” has done for India.
Time was when the droughts did not result
in famine, as the people stored up in good
years fgod for the bad years which were
sure to comg; but with all wealth taxed
r what is not needed, and
with their cattle taken when famine has left
them nothing elsg, the people of India die by
the millions from famine aad the plague.
But capital must have its cent per cent, and
the good British government makes sure
that the blood money is paid. Great is the
State!

» »
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The Socialist mayor of Sheboygan gave
an inaugural address in which his oppor-
tunism made itself manifest in quite a strik-
ing degree, while “the class war” seemed
almost forgotten. Among other things he
said:

As long as the competitive system is still in vogue
we are forced to obey existing customs and laws until
such time as we shall have control of the legislative
powers in the state and nation.

How good he promises to be! But listen
to another jewel of truth which fell from his
lips:

In conclusion, permit me to state that while I deem
it my imperative duty to assist in the laying of the
corner stone of a higher and more humane form of civ-
ilization for the benefit and welfare of this and coming
generations, I am -also aware of the fact that I am
under obligation and that I have duties to perform
equal imperative for the present generation.

And this is the movement which is bring-
ing on the revolution! The “class conscious
proletariat” is moving towards victory as
fast as compromise and denial of principle
can take it.

- »
-

A Chicago justice of the peace, speaking
in court to a man whose wife had left him
for a lover, advised the husband to shoot
the * destroyer of his home” on sight. The

* 'idea of property in hufifan beingsstill lingers

in inferior minds. The justice (?) further de-
clared that if the husband were to shoot his
wife’s lover no jury could be got to convict
him. Such talk from the judicial bench is
common; but,let it be noted, such talk is
subversive of the very law which judges are
pledged to maintain; nay, it incites to
a crime, murder, which in the eyes of the
law is worse than any other crime. The
savage, monopolistie instinct§ which man
has inherited from his brute ancestry are for
some time to come sure to hold their places
in human esteem as evidences of * honor”

and ‘“manhood.” Meanwhile there ‘is the

law on the subject; which is a farce.
- » -

H. G. Wells, the scientific (?) romancer, is
following the lead of Bellamy, and takes
his entertaining dream seriously. He finds
much to condemn in society, but our econ-
omic conditions he leavesunscathed. When
did a real romance ever do more than toy
with science ? 4 AMERICUS,
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FRE SOCIERTY

Among Ourselves.

Thos. Griffiths, Montreal, Canada.—FREE SOCIETY
to my mind is one of the few papers on this continent
that make a serious effort to face the social difficul-
culties that beset us, and every issue is a thought pro-
voker. But I sometimes think it would be better if
the name was changed, as there seems to be a fear to
handle the paper since the McKinley episode, and
many people associate FREE SociETY with violence.

When we published The Firebrand many
well-meaning readers urged us to change its
“evil-soundingname.” Owing to difficulties
with the postal department the name was
changed, but the odium has remained, and
nothing but the penetrating light of An-
archist-thought can remove the darkness of
ignorance.

After the “McKinley episode” a liberal-
minded clergyman suggested to me-not to
call ourselves Anarchists. * Your ideas are
grand and noble, but the name has such a
bad sound to the public,” he said. *About
two thousand years ago,” Iretorted, * there
were the Christians with noble ideas. Yet
they were charged with all that was vile:
arson, murder, robbery, etc. Do you think
they would have fared better under a differ-
ent name?”

“‘No!” said he after a moment'sreflection.
‘‘Keep the name, fur it is onlyignorance that
hates you folks. Perhaps some day I shall
be strong enough to be with you.”  a.I

- - -

T. G. M., Montreal—Yoy may not hear
much of the growth of free ideas from
Canada. On the other hand I can assure
you that politics among the workers is
stagnant. DelLeon Socialism is practically
dead, and the other governmental Socialists
are making a sorry fight, public ownership
of municipal frarichises being the only phase
of political Socialism that is.likely to make
further progress, while the quiet, unobtru-
sive; but none the less certain spread of the
ideas that FREE SoCIETY stands for, goes on.
y - - *

Gertie Vose, Home, Wash.~~My dear old
friends,—I see my dollar has' run out and
will send another to help keep the bark sail-
ing over the troubled waters, for verily
there is trouble for all who are attempting
to cut loose from the old moorings. . . .
Occasioneally there are seekers after free love
drop in on us expecting to meet with un-
earned success or favors, not being able to
comprehend our ideas of freedom in love,
they soon weary of the camp and seek else-
where for relief, oftentimes misrepresenting
our manner of living, which some fear may
cause us trouble. I for onme feel it about
time to cease ducking; doctoring, and tak-
ing any more red-tape pills with theirlovely
promises and lies. T came here in order to
escape the nuisance—to enjoy all the free-
dom I can assimilate; to breathe the sweet'
atmosphere of love and spontaneity and
not be fenced in by the narrow confines of

our principles to trail in the dusjust so
long are we acknowledging defeat, and not
the right to be free—too weak to claim our
rightful inheritance. To submit humbly to

bowed under the load of our own choosing.
Do we ndt admit our bondage and inability
to choose our ruanner of living every time
we weaken and go over to the enemy’s
camp. We all must know this injustice— _
oppression and robbery has gone too farfor
thelegal thieves toloosen their hold on us of
their own volition. “What’s the use for us
to talk of a freer and nobler life if we are
going to grow faint at the first low rum-
blings of the coming storm? I do not ad-
vocate violence except in self-defense, or
parading our colors unnecessarily ; but I be-
lieve 'we have reached a turn in affairs when
we have either got to rise in our own de-
fense by our very best thoughts and deeds,
or else sink to the level of good law-abiding
citizens. . . . If our lives are consistent with
our ideals why should we hasten to cover
them up with wordy apologies? If it is
something to be sneaking about, to hide, it
shows we are ashamed to livé openly. . . .
When the desire for freedom is so strong
that it urges us to action, then we will con.
quer. We may think we crave it and blame
‘‘the powers that be” for not obtaining it;
but when we are filled with a burning desire
for freedom the way will be opened, and we
shalltake it. The storm gathers, and it will
be a terrible one unless the hand of greed
is released from the throats of its victims.
How will it end ?

— O e
Here and There. ;
BeLcuM.—Beforelong the Anarchists and
independent Socialists will hold a conference
for the purpose of publishing Anarchist lit-
erature. 12

*. FrRANCE.—The national congréss of the

Socialist party at Bordeaux occupied itself
chiefly with Millerand, the ex-minister of
commerce. He was_justly impeached by
the less uncompromising element of having
betrayed the laboring classes when he was
in power, and his exclusion from the party
was demanded. But the majority (ignor-
ance) ruled, and he remained in the party.

The thirty-second anniversary of the Paris
Commune was celebrated all over France,
and more than two thousand meetings were
held to glorify the occasion.

The Marseilles dock laborers are contem-
plating to -going strike for a nine-hour day.
Thus success is almost certain. ¢

Gotz, the Russian, who was arrested in
Naples by order of the Russian government,
is still in prison. The charge that he is an
accomplice of Balmashev, who assassinated
the Russian minister Sipiagium, is absurd,
for Goetz lived at that time in Paris. The
Anarchists and Socialists of Italy havecom-
bined in protesting against his arrest and
extradition. PauL CERRILLON.

HoLraNp.—Not to lose popularity, the
Social Democrats are now busy assuring
the workers that they are not against the

general strike. Oue of their leaders said re-

cently in a mass-meeting: ‘It is not true
that we are against the general strike; we

are only against a general quitting of work.

the indignities authority pleases to heap Just think -of it, what would happen if all

upon us speaks illy for our mental and

moral status. Aslong as we permit one

single letter of our rights to be invaded
X i 5

the workers should quit working! Where
would we find something to eat then ?” We
heard the same utterance in a Chicago So-
cialist meeting recently. | = -




6 .
A Vindication of Anarchism,
VII (continued.) ~
Religion, properly so called, occupies an
entirely different field from knowledge; so
that they can never come in collision. *But
superstition is confined to no field; and its

great defeats by knowledge occurred at the -

very points where it was most in the habit
of posing under the name of religion. Ac-
cordingly the inductive philosophy, as else-
where shown, has had to fight for toleration
against dogmas as often as it invaded new
territory. But it does not antagonize the dog-
mas, as such. So far as they would have
peace, it always ignored them until lately,
when it began to lay the foundations of a
really durable “reconciliation” by explaining
them. Their disappearance before it has
been mainly due to indirect influence. Thus
witchcraft, the most terrible and, except be-
lief in the duty of persecuting the most nox-
ious among superstitions, has never been dis-
proved directly, and was not even shaken by
direct methods till insanity became a subject
for scientific study, which was long after ed-
ucated people had ceased to believe in witches.
By showing that hail, thunder, murraines,
and other phenomena formerly attributed to
the devil were natural, (5) science destroyed
fear of the devil's supposed agents; and the
nail was clinched by daily evidence that they
ceased to be formidable in proportion as they
ceased to be feared. Similarly, the progress
of knowledge has sown in the minds of think-
ers a growing indisposition to believe that
the protection of government is necessary or
even beneficial: (6) and this scepticism will

(5) So complete has been the change in our way of
looking at such things that many a reader may actu-
ally require to be assured our ancestors in Shake-
speare’s time, and later, believed silly old women
to ride about at night on broomsticks, thru
the air; to cause thunderstorms; to have carnal in-
tercourse with the devil, who had previously fiddled
to them in form of a goat or a_dog; to take off
their skins and put on those of wolves, in which
they sallied forth to destroy sheep; to dig up
the dead; to suck the breath of children; to sail
in sieves, eggshells, acorn cups; to change their
members into those of toads, or rats; (they could
make themselves none, this being an act of crea-
tion possible only for God; _hcnce. if the witch
turned herself, or, rather, the devil turned her.
into a rat, it must be “a rat without a tail”). Yet
all this was believed by poets like Shakespeare
and Milton, statesmen like James I, heroes like
Cromwell and Wallenstein, skeptics like «Cardan,
scientists like Sir Thomas Browne, jurists like
Hale, scholars like Wesley. And, from their
point of view, legitimately. The evidence, pre-
served in trial documents, would seem to our-
selves overwhelming, if it referred to anything
else. (See Lecky's “Rationalism.”) That feeling of

extreme absurdity which usually prevents our con-, -

sidering the evidence or even being aware that it
exists, is wholly due to the beliefs having gone out
of fashion, and that is wholly due to proof that
phenomena once supposed diabolic, are natural.
No such proof was familiar to the Anglo-Amer-
ican heroic age. The Pilgrim Fathers and the
cuirassiers™of Naseby dwelt, like Polynesian sav-
ages, under the black cloud of infernal terrors.

———Satan-hurled thunderbolts-at-their-heads, his imps

pursued them with the arrows of smallpox and
plague; and the remedy was not lightning-rods,
vaccination or anti-toxin, buf, as our Christian
Scientists would now desire, ‘prayers, and fruits

meet for répentance—such asi.hanging witches.
(6) T hope never to be ashamed of learning from
anyone who canteachme, I freely acknowledge, there-
fore, that oneof myinstructors in Anarchism was the
old Chicago Times. In the days of its greatness
this then popular daily seldom appeared without
an editorial ridiculing and exposing the absurdity
4 ¥ .
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ripen into general confident disbelief be-
cause experience will show that in proportion
as people learg to dispense with such protec-
tion they not only get rid of jts manifest in-

-conveniences but cease to suffer evils which

it causes under pretense of preventing them.
Of course, then, too much must not be de-
manded of the Anarchist. Any such objec-
tion to his doctrine as that it is not scientific
because not quantitatively exact, would be
no better than a quibble. No science is
quantitatively exact, at.first. Even mathe-
matics began with the empirical arts of the
carpenter and the peddler. Moreover, as
Herbert Spencer shows in his Essay on the
“Filiation of the Sciences,” there is no line
between science and “other” knowledge, but
only between stages of knowledge or science,
whichever we choose to call it. First, at-
tempts to do something are made. Then ob-
servation comes to aid experiment and be
aided by it. When facts accumulate beyond
a certain point, their number, becoming incon-
venient, suggests classification, which im-
plies, however, obscurely, hypotheses con-
cerning genetic relation; and thus knowledge,
hitherto purely empirical, passes into a high-
er stage. At last we (sometimes) discover
exactly uniform that is quantitative relations
among phenomena; when science becomes
mathematical, and the effect of a physical op-
of some expectation from “papa government,”
“the Omnipotent” Goodness at Washington,” etc.
It strongly advocated the Single Tax, on grounds
verysimilar to those afterwards
George. The grounds are mainly good, whatever
may be thought of the conclusion. This sort of
bourgeois Anarchism has been checked by the
panic which a more thoro and consistent kind
began to cause about 1886, But it will revive.
Among Anarchistic principles which the Times ad-
vocated with great persistency and ability, and
which many persons, not at all Anarchists, sec
to be desirable, one was abolition of all laws for
the collection of debts, Gambling debts, the only
kind which the law enables the debtor to re-
pudiate. are the only kind which no one ever does
repudiate. The reasons are evident. Credit is
a convenience which all men frequently seek. The
foundation of credit is observation that contracts
are fulfilled, not, indeed, by any means always, but
often enough to make trusting generally worth
while.  That they are not always discharged faith-
fully is a reason for discriminating. In the ab-
sence of Iaw for collection of debts, the man who
fails to pay one debt cannot contract another. But
with this beneficent operation of Nature, the su-
preme lawgiver, whose statutes alone have the
admirable property of executing themselves, huy-
man legislation operates as an impertinent and
mischievous- interference. Knowledge that debts
can be collected by suit at law, makes men trust,
when otherwise they would not. Knowledge that
creditors rely on that gives a dishonest debtor as-
surance in asking credit, which not infrequently
@oes so far that he actually commands it, because
he is already deep in debt. Reversing the natural

order of business. he buys on- tick because trades. -

men reason that a man with so much (mortgaged)
property must be rich; and compels the founders
of his fortune to keep on backing him, because he
has wroneed them so much that the revenge of
making him bankrupt cannot be afforded.

the finat-coltection by stit. it 15 gaod for Ta 3
bad for poor debtors, and worst of all for the
creditor class.  The classic instance is furnished
by the banking system. A broker who would not
be worth an accommodation if he stood on his
own feet, receives the savings of the industrious
poor. because he has a charter, which, however
carefully guarded, does not prevent banks from
breaking; and when they do that, we know who
receives what resources they turn out to possess!
The moral evils of such a system need no com-

ment. w”e enough to condemn it

taken by Henryv
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eration, like electrolysis, can be foretold as ab-
solutely as that of an arithmetical one, like
adding up the debtor and creditor columns,
which (if themselves correct) will surely bal-
ance. (7) But to despise any lower degree
of knowledge would be to erect an impassable
barrier in out way-to this_highest.  (8) The
physical causes of the phenomena once attrib-
uted to witchcraft are by no means quanti-
tatively known. But as every educated man
feels sure that “witchcraft” is a psychiatry,
and may console a panic-stricken community
by saying, “Let the witches alone, and vou
will find them harmless;” so the Anarchist
conceives he can prove that the evils govern-
ment is alleged to prevent resolve themselves
(with many others) under two heads,—those
on which it has no effect, and those it makes.
To half-persuaded persons who partly see this
but shrink from so bold an experiment as he
proposes, he will say, “Pluck up a little more
courage, and try “whether the remediable evils
which you fear are not remedied by fearing
them no more!” The hopeful feature of our
present situation is that such people are be-
coming very numerous!

A statement of the principal ways in which
Science has undermined the superstition of
governmentalism must doubtless have largely
the nature of a recapitulation. Archaeology
and Comparative Sociology are studies of yes-
terday, very far from quantitative or predic-
tive. But their methods are unquestionably
scientific. They have accumulated a vast as-
semblage of facts, and finding them separately
unmanageable, have classified them on princi-
ples constantly approaching nearer accuracy.
We may be said to know the laws governing
derivations of words, (9) emblems and cus-

(7) Since all branches of ph;'sics, when carried far
enough, thus prove to be mathematically deducible
from universal properties of Matter, which, ac-
cording to one of Faraday’s experiments, appear
to rest on Force, not Energy, as some philoso-
phers afraid of “anthropomorphism”. have alleged;
there seems much probability that Positive Phil-
osophy will at last coalesce ith Speculative in
demonstration of Idealism. For Force is the ob-
jective correlative of Will; .and Quantity, the math-
ematical substantia, is “an operation in which both
operator and operand derive all their significance
from its own law,” i. €., a pure creation of thought.
To resolve force into quantity, as Pythagoras pro-
posed, would, therefore, identify the macrocosm
with the microcosm, 3

(8) Thus quacks are always triumphing over
doctors, because (unlike their own “Indian med-
icines”) vaccination and anti-toxin neither are,
nor are alleged to be infallible. But whoever as-
pires to improve the doctors’ methods must be-
gin by acquiring their knowledge, which is “rough
on” the quacks. A premature attempt at raising
any science to the deductive stage is a retrogres-
sion from Baconian methods, and may gravely
delay real knowledge. The classic instance is the
Economy of Ricardo and Ma:Tulloch, fifty years
ago considered almost as periect as astronomy;
but now falling into well deserved discredit, prin-
cipally thru the demonstrations of the Historical
School.

(9) It is melancholy to see how orthodox pre-
possession can make a savant like Rawlinson a
proach the bb’riféFE?f?iEH&ﬁEs‘tTf'ihE? than ad-
mit a discovery whose results might ‘be trouble-
some. Cautioning his readers, justly enough,
against thinking a person who gave his name to
a race, place, or institution, must needs be fabu-
lous, he observes with ostentatious, carelessness
that Judah, Levi,
are not examples of eponymy, despite Jew, Levite.
etc. T am not prepared to say whether they 'are
or are not; but I am that an etymologist can see
Constantiriople is derived from Constantine, and
Roma is not derived from Romulus, Tocompare with

and some other Hebrew names, -
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toms, by an indiiction far- too extensive to be
fundamentally erroneous. Comparative So-
ciology, then, teaches, as we have seen, that
the origin of authority is in the savage’s su-
perstitious reverence for the traditions of his
‘clan. Long before there were kings, and be-
fore legislation agdinst real crime was
dreamed of, the barbarian held it “a fault” to
do such things as break one meat bone
against another; he was persuaded that
these violations of taboo required utu;
and what he expected of his earijest magis-
trates was, accordingly, that they should en-
force regulations in which no civilized man
sees any sense. For -empirical proofs of this
we may refer to our first section. But the nail
is clinched; the true origin and the irrational

character of savage law, that is, of common )

law, all derived from the customs of bar-
barians, is shown to be not merely ordinary
but necessarily universal, when we have
probedby study of heredity intothe mind of the
barbarian, and found these folijes to be traits
of that imitativeness, in respect to which he
resembles the ape, while we, tho in lessening
degree as we learn the wisdom of aiming at
Some purpose in our actions, do also resemble
him. Monkeys wash their hands and faces in
pitch, and thus are captured, because they
have just seen a man wash his hands and
Matuthias’ warriors would
not fight on the Sabbath, and so were taken
in the snare of their enemies, because it was
not orthodox custom to do anything on the
"Sabbath. The conventionalities which en-
slave mankind are, accordingly, very different
from those habits displayed by most other so-
‘cial animals. A swarm of bees can no more
give reasons for storing honey than an Indjan
tribe for always drinking from one side of a
gourd when they go to war, and from the
other after they return. But natural selection
has fixed the bees in a habit necessary to their
preservation. It was not natural selection
which taught barbarians customs often hand-
ed down to their civilized Pposterity, (10) and
successively discarded as experience teaches
that they tend towards ruin instead of preser-
vation. It was the general propensity to act
together; which, in the main, may have been
established by natural selection; but in details

modern examples—Briggs is clearly not the epony-
mous hero, but the real founder of Briggsville;
while such a monstrosity as Rhodesia, tho pos-
sible now, would be sure mark of eponymy if
it had been attributed to a Rhodes in the age
of the Colossus.

(10.) The extreme conservatism of human be-

ings about every practise not so pernicious that ex-
perience has forced them into changing it, is
among very recent demonstrations of antiquarians.
Thus, those counting-out rhymes by which chil-
dren choose the. principal player at such games as
. blind man'’s’ buff, tho very much corrupted, go
back to the hoariest antiquity, The practise of
playing with dolls, on which special studies have
recently been published, is a relic of fetish wor-
ship, whose persistency among children illustrates
both their resemblance in character to adult bar-

ors,_and-also the persi

of custom in their society, which is less affected
than grown people’s by the progress of knowledge.
Love of dolls frequently appears among grown
persons as a degenerate trait—with idiots, dotards,
and some conxenitglly vicious persons; and its

. various phrases of manifestation—the monster dolls

of China and other Asiatic countries, the indecent
dolls (masculine) which we still occasionally see,
and the beauty, continually improving, of fem-
inine dolls—haye all, to an archacological eye, the
most obvious parallels in idolatry, 3
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like these is merely foolish—an instinct prob-
ably at one .time needed to keep the horde
united, but certainly aberrant and degenera-
tive from the day it began to conflict with that
curiosity and that originality of private judg-
ment which are necessary to any improve-
ment. (11)

But tho the spirit or germinal  principle
of authority is thus the proto-human instinct
of limitation, which becomes the barbarian
idolatry of clan traditions, all particular forms
of government originate in usurpation. This
doctrine is expounded with unrivalled felicity
in old Hobbes’ book, the “Leviathan.” That
Hobbes did not immediately convince man-
kind of it—that the social contract theory and
other fallacies disposed of in our first sec-
tion, continued to be popular long after his
time—is simply because the eighteenth cen-
tury lacked that archaeological  information
which should be familiar to the twentieth.
Wherever, in the early history of nations, we
find a king, priest, or prophet, assuming the
role of legislator, there we find one who as-
suming, justly or not, to be wiser than his an-
cestral “Lotem, imposed on an unwilling peo-
ple innovations which in cvery case were
strenuously resisted. That they were endured
at all, and eventually achieved some measure
of popularity, - is invariably due to this that
the usurper, however much disliked, appeared
and indeed was, ‘at worst a necessary evil to
people engaged in aggressive war. Where
there has never been any war, as among Wal-
lace’s Malays, or even where the wars were
not sufficiently long continued and important
to destroy the ancient sentiment of liberty
within limits set by custom, as among the
Eskimos, no government has ever been es-
tablished. On the other hand, almost all na-
tions which have a ~government - trace - its
formal establishment to a period when war
had resulted in the acquisition . of multidinous ~
slave or serts, dumestic enemies against whom
rigorous statutes like those which bear the name
of Lycurgus, appeared, however, irksome, to
be very needful. Concerning the merits-
innovations in which government-begirs, we -
must say of them what we have said of all
laws.  Useful for the purpose of enabling
those whom they oppressed to enslave others,
there is no reason to question that they were.
Nor do I doubt that in what our fathers called
the dispensations of Providence, and what we
are learning to call “the essential beneficence
of Things” as shown by the law of evolu-
tion, aggressive wars have served a func-
tion, by securing the victory of the strongest
races, which are also the most improveable.
But for purposes such as modern humanity
ventures to acknowledge, these laws were
good only when they emancipated from slay-
ery to preexisting customs. The Mosaic leg-
islation, to illustrate, was good, when it re-
leased a tribe of nomads from the old Semitic
obligations of sacrificing their first-born to the
divine king, Moloch, and of prostituting their
daughters to the service of Ashtor-Clquqqs?h;
We can hardly say as much for it, when it
made punishable with death the beautiful
spiritual worship of going into a high place
to pray, because worshippers of Ashtor found
high places convenient for those peculiar rites
to' which the surrounding country was invited

(11) As concernsthisimportantfiliation of human
conservatism upon the ape's instinctive imitation, -

" consult Darwin’s “Descent of Man,” and “Expres-
. sion of the Emotions,”

not even possible.
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by right of a “standard (ashera) on the
top of-a mountain and an ensign on a hill.”
As to democracy, it began with a reassertion
of the people’s right to govern themselves,
but compromised with that necessity for
tyrants which tyranny itself had introduced,
by transferring power from hereditary kings
and nobles to the majority in-the public agora,
or their elective officers,

The fundamental usurpation which makes
all others possible, is, however, “the subjec-
tion of women” by men. It is the disgrace
of our species, for it is peculiar to us. All
other animals treat their females with defer-
ence. The first use man made of his brains
was to perceive that women could be ren-
dered useful as slaves. That veracious navi-
gator, Lemuel Gulliver, relates that, when he
was in the country of the Honyhumhus, that
Honyhumhu whom he calls his master told
him there were three things which marked the
Yahoos (men) as the vilest of all creatures.
One was tHat they are the dirtiest. Another
was that among them alone the males would
fight with the females ; and for the third I
must refer the reader to Gulliver’s “Travels.”
Gulliver thought that if hogs had existed in
that country, he might have defended his
species against the first of these charges; but
for the other two he could only admit that they
were just. Men enslaved women first, chief-
ly for beasts of burden. A savage knows lit-
tle about love, and will sell his wife as read-
ily as “his servant or his maid, his ox or his
ass, or anything else that is his.” But a sav-
age is not incapable of lust ; and at a very low
stage it plays an important part in determin-
ing the subjection of women. The female sex,
among all animals, is less amorous than the
male. I admit this sounds very like a stock
assertion; nay, that it requires qualification.
Nothing is harder than to distinguish ees
of feeling. By subjective introspection it is
This is why so much of
Lecky’s great work“on the “History of Mor-
als” is confused and inconsequential. = But
some measure for feeling may be obtained ob-
jectively—from its effects. Judging by this
-test, it is not difficult to see that desiresds more
habitual and continuous in males than fe-
males; and we can even see why it must be.
Not only is it interrupted by critical periods
in the weaker sex; but unless it were they
could never be mothers; and unl it were
not thus intermittent in the males, the oppor-
tunity for conception would frequently be
lost. * As either result must tend to extinction
of a race, natural selection guarantees the
greater amativeness of males. In Darwin’s
volume on “Sexual Selection” the operation of
this important principle is traced thru the en-
tire animal kingdom. Among every species
we find the male the wooer., Everywhere the
female, like an occasional queen of beauty
among ourselves, is beset by lovers. The
choice of mate and the times of association are
altogether with her. Among our own en-
lightened species, however, wives, until quite
an ad-anced stage of social evolution were
bought outright; and after that, all the sa-
tirists may be appealed to for proof that un-
til very Iately indeed a girl’s business was
merely to “catch a husband,” no matter whom.
She had no choice, unless she were a great
belle. .The man chose the woman. Hence, we
have observed, the remarkable fact that our
species is the only one among whose members
the females surpass the males in beauty. A
great deal can be inferred from this. It shows
~how largely sensuality-determined-law.
ture ‘strove hard against the unnatural per-
version. The beard is evidently a sexual or-
nament, and its increase among the _higher
races .of men compared with the ° lower
is probably due to their greater esteem for
women. ~ But, not to ramble from our main_
topic—the subjection of women must neces-
sarily be a fruitful cause as well as an ob~
vious consequence of incontinence.

2 C. L. JauzEs.
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