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THINKING AND OBEYING.

*Captain, what do you think,” [ asked,
“0f the part your soldiers play?”

The captain answered: “Ido not think—
I do not think—I obey.”

“Do you think you should shoot & patriot down
And help a tyrapt slay?”

The captaln auswered, *'I do not think—

I do not think—I obey.”

“Do you think that your consclence was meant to dle
Aud your brains to rot away?”

The captain auswered, **I do not think—

I do not think—I obey,”

“Then if this {s your soldler’s code,” Leried,
“You're a mean, unmanly crew,

Aud with all your feathers and gilt and braid
I am more of & man than you.

“For whatever my lot on earth may be,
And whether [ swim or slnk,

I can say with pride, *'I do NoT obey—
I do Nor obey—I think!

—Ernest H. Crosbey.
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ON COMPETITION.

Among those natural forces that are much mis-
understood, competition occupies a first pluce. It
has become common with a certain class of re-
formers to look upon it as ah invention of the
“ Byil One,” and whole pageg of most excellent
paper are spoilt in endeayoring to show that a
natural force is not a naturgl force, because its

esent manifestations do not Happen to fit in well
with their conceptions of the “yet to be.”

It will, however, be :ppa;enk,;g even the most
casual observer, that the essential feature in a full,
healthy and vigorous life, is struggle. No matter
how we may juggle with words, besot ourselves
with mal-a-prop sentiment; higher or lower as its
character may be, struggle—strife—is inherent in
ALL forms of energy. The best, the fittest survive
a8 their adaptation to eqnilibrium is unrestricted.

Unfortunately the term appears to have lent
itself to considerable misuse. By comfortable look-
ing gentlemen, well satisfied with the results of
their endeavors in the world, we are told that
modern society, with its extremes of poverty, lux-
lury -and wealth, is a result and a glorious one, of
the proper working out of the forces of competition;
the fittest have survived; poverty on the part of
some of the world’s inhabitants being due to their
natural inadaptability. Everyone has a straight
struggle, all that is needful is the energy to move.

If we were to watch a race, some of the competi-
tors in which had their legs bound, or who were
hindered in some similar fashion by their oppo-
nents, we would never think of calling that a fair
and straight struggle. We should say that some of
the men had been very unjustly dealt with by the
others engaged in the race.

The parody of qompetition known today, ocoupies
a somewhat analogous position. Part of the com-
munity have, by possessing themselves of all the
means of producing wealth, compelled the rest of
the people to work for them, and practically upon
their own terms. This must not be mistaken for
competition, it is MoxoroLY. In order to realise
the true operation of p it is y to
Bave a fair straight field for all the fighters. You
cannot have competition}where the clear roads are
reserved for the exclusive use of one or two com-
petitors.. There is nothinglin the nature of a clear
struggle that is detrimental to the best interests of
the community, bat often enough, and especially
in & society tottering inlits seniliiy, bealthy and
progressive forees are perverted to other than
real ends. .

Feres

Competition may be said to be the societary | shall not do, or refuse to do things required by lawg

equivalent of the constant strife that
the whole of natural development.
quality has tended to raise

Its societary
it above the more brutal

is the net result of the desire on the part of the
individual to better preserve himseli, to protect
E himself against overwhelming natural odds, he has
| developed the spirit of CO-OPERATION, and the
| necessity for struggle in its more primitive, and
consequently more brutal sense has altogether dis-

| appeared.

Competition, considered as a human factor, must

|be interpreted as being the struggle alter the

highest possible physical and mental functioning.

|To place it upon a plane as understood in the

lower forms of life, is to ignore the potent effects of
development; to interpret it in the sense of the
soramble for bread, is to say that whilst we have
risen to the apex of gregarious development, we are
still upon the plane of evolution occupied by the
lowest and most solitary forms of life.

The slightest attention given to the subject of
economic development proves to us that the human
race has long passed thag stage where it may have
been necessary to fight and scramble after bread;
and we may reasonably ‘sssume that with the
advent of a rationally organized society, there will
be plenty for all and to spare; the forces of compe-
tition will then be spent in the searching after the
infinitude of mental wealth;striving in the realm
of which has but commenced.—W. MacQueen.
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LAWS AND LAW - BREAKERS.

Laws are legislative enactments for the purpose
of compelling people to do things they do not wish
to do, or to restrain them from doing things they
desire to do.

All the sophistry concerning laws being simply
rules of action, or habits, and that no one con live
without laws, is mere twaddle and child’s talk.
Rules of action, or habits, which are self-imposed,
or voluntary, are not laws, and to so construe the
word is to cause a misunderstanding that may lead
to endless controversy as & result of such misunder-
standing. I will therefore confine my remarks to
the definition given above. b ;

There are laws in the statute book designed to
control'almost every human action from the cradle
to the grave. It would takea lifetime to learn all
the laws, and yet ignorance of the law is no excuse
for its violation. Penalties for the violation of laws
are necessary to all laws, or the law would not “be
obeyed, so we are told. I agree and point to that
fact as an evidence of the faulty character of laws.
Any rule of action which is good in its results never
needs any penalties affixed in order to get people to
adopt it. The truth is, laws are based on the idea
that the people are incapable of self-government,
on the idea that on account of the “fall of man” all
persons are naturally depraved, and prone to do
evil. Accepting this theory, an absolute monarch,
God appointed, is the only logical fgrm of govern-
ment. If we deny this thén sl laws are nothing
but the attempt of some to control the action of
others. True seli-government admits of no laws.
Viewed in this light all laws are illogical, presump-
tuons, and consequently detrimental to society and
the development of the individaal. ==

Law-breakees are those who violate the law, 4216
is called. ‘That is, they are persons who

or uawittingly do shings which the law says

characterises |

interpretation of the latter, for inasmuch as society |

People have been taught that a law-breaker is a
| bad person, and one to be avoided, as you would
| something loathesome or dangerous.
The trath is we are all of us law-breakers to a
| greater or less extent. Hardly a day passes over
|anyone without their breaking some law, unless
| they are sick abed. Usually the persons breaking
the law thus, do so unwittingly, so they don’t
count.

The law-breaker who attracts attention and calls
down condemnation is the one who knowingly does
as he or she pleases, regardless of what the law may
prescribe on the subject. These are the people who
tend to reduce popular reverence for the law, and
thereby endanger the continuance of the law and
the safety of society as at present constructed.
They are usually people of greater vital energy than

| the average, who have strong will-power and deter-
mination. If they are humane and sympathetic
they become such law defiers and law-breakers as
Thomas Paine, Wendell Phillips and John Brown.
If, on the other hand, they, owing to heredity and
environment, are less sympathetic, they content
themselves with violating the law in the thousands .
of ways now 8o common.

1 have talked with inmates of penal institutions,
and on comparison between them and the guards I
found more intelligence and manhood among the
inmates than g the guard Aspiration to
attain something betfer than they th knew had

X kY i e e
driven some to commit what is ed crime.
Others, urged on by want and distress, had violated
the law. All of ‘them, in seeking to gratify their
natural cravings, had found the law a barrier in
their way and had, knowingly or ignorantly, ig-
nored it. . 2

The sheriff of Freemont county, Colorado, once
said, “If we were all in there (the penitentiary) who
ought to be, there would not be enough left outside-
to gnard us. I include myself.” By those “who
ought to be in” he meant all who had violated the -
law. And he was, in that respect, right.

Law being a denial of the liberty of the individ-
ual, that individual who ignores the law and exer-
cises his or her liberty is necessarily the person
deserving the most admiration; for it is pure cow-
ardice that makes us obey the law when we have
gotten rid of the superstitious reverence for it that
so enslaves the majority.

The law-breaker is a constant protest against the
discrimination and injustice of the laws. No law
can bear. equally on all, and the one who rebels
against the inequality created by the laws is worthy
of our admiration. All the poverty there-is in the
temperate zone of the world is the direct result of
law. Law creates monopoly, and without law no
monopoly could long exist.

The person who defies the law and b deeds
asserts his or her right to the necessaries of life, re-
gardless of time-honored customs and childish
reverences, is a noble man or woman. There is no
reason why all persons should not have an equal
opportunity to earn their living- and provide for
themselves and assist in caring for the helpless.
The law prohibitl that, and all who wish for such
conditions must become law-breakers or submit to
what they know to be usurpation and oppression.
We cherish the memory of the notable law- -
breakers of past years and ages, but we frown with
contempt on the little law-hreakers of today. Yet
they differ in degree only; they are all law-
breakers.

'As long s laws exist and individuals have inde-
pendent wills, the conflict b laws and p
must go on. Otherwise, the wills of all must be-
8o wi . Mbmh"::biuplbnd he people
we see comp! t!
e ey e b5 o [ can

%hmﬁ“ﬁ; therelore abolition is
Honry Addis. :
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PEPPERY POT.

Conceit is a virtue alongside of deceit.
* o o

It is an old injunction which cannot be too often

repeated: Hear the other gide!
* & o

Our “little, but oh!” Emma Goldman is giving
Mamma Grundy a few bitter pills to swallow and eome
hard nuts to crack.
are her favorite target. The whole system of modern
shams and absurdities miscalled society is catching
h—allelujah. Her logic and humor have not abated
and her store of knowledge has vastly increased since
her previous eojourn with us. Her lecture ‘A Criti-
cism on Ethics’’ delivered last Saturday was adjudged
a masterly expogition and made many converts. Even
guch an old sinner as the Rev. Dr. Scott was obliged
to confess that Anarchism as portraved by Emma
Goldman is the loftiest conception of human society,
If crowded housee and applauee indicate appreciation
Bhe is certainly receiving it.

o o 0 .

A late ukase of ‘‘our little father in Russia’ with
the big peace-profession-mouth striciiy prohibits the
sojourn of his Jewish ‘‘subjects’” in St. Petersburg.
Start another hymn,"brothers!

o 0 0

Ho! 'Ho!- What’s;up? BStrikes all over America;
riots in Spain over the outrages committed by the
governmental villains upon jinnocent citizens in the
Barcelona affair; a revolution threatening in Belginm
over the passage of a universal suffrage bill—a spirit
of unrest and discontent all over the so-called civilized
world. Is the. giant Labor awskening? Is he begin-
ning to feel his strength? Are we at the dawn of the
judgement day? .

* & o .

#“Poor fellows! Poor party that can’t stand criti-
cism!” That was the expression made by a friend
who sought to induce the Oakland branch of the {So-
cialist Labor Party to give Emma Goldman a hearing.
The par-r-rty gave our friend notice that his offer in
behalf of Emma was rejected ‘“‘because she might crit-
icize the party.” Ay! Ay! ‘Poor fellows! Poor
party that can’t stand criticism.” But Emma will
lecture in Oakland all the same.

* o o

‘Look out! Give your nerves an extra stimulant,
for the labor-poetry-fiend is abroad; and he “labors”
very hard indeed. He will rhyme anything from
heaven and civen to pitchforks and thunderbolts. He
will string together father and mother, daughter and
son and holy ghost in a perfect holocanst. He is
above such trifles as observing meters and euphony.
As for consistency he does not disdain the use of God
in a freethought poem and government in an Anarch-
istic rhyme. Anything and everything "goes for the
“love of the cause,”’” and above all for the honor of
being a “poet.”” And when mildly reminded of the
extraordinary amount of originality and individuality
displayed in his productions as to feet and head he
will indignagtly refer to the “poet’s license.”’

o o 0

And now come the spookists, according to recent
prees diepatches, and propose to form a trust of their
trade. The ‘‘genuine’’ spookists are to drive the ‘‘im-

” out of the b It only r ins to be

Reason purported to emanate from and signed ‘‘A
Platocrat.” . The **Plutocrat”’ bitterly complains about
the indifference of the laboring people and their lack
of support of such journals as the Appeal to Reason.
There ie really nothing strange about that. The
laboring people do not even support papers that advo-
cate complete emancipation from all kinds of slavery,
why should they support papers advocating the ‘‘com-
ing slavery” (governmental Socialism)?
o o 0

There are Anarchiste and Anarchists. Some of the
‘‘Anarchists’’ rant against the tyranny of government
and rule and are petty tyrants in their own homes and
englave and brutalize over women by virtue of the
privilege obtained by eome lazy priest or rotten politi-
cian. Others renounce the authority of kings and
potentates and in the same breath would establish the
authority of ‘“‘angel bands’”’ and similar spooks. In
short they appeal to reason and at the same time give
sway to unreason by believing in hallucinations which
can neither be demonstrated nor have a shadow of a

Politicians, preachers and prudes [

semblance of a rationsl foundation.

* o o
| Stephen T. Byington in the May issue of Liberty in
‘!nu article headed ‘‘What is Anarchism” seeks to
| create the impression that the advocates of physical
| force (as a means of defeuse) are to be found among
the Communist-Anarchists only. That is incorrect.
There are advocates of physical force among the In-
dividualist-Anarchists as well. Dyer D. Lam, for in-
stance, who died a few years ago and who was a con-
tributor to Liberty, was one of the most outspoken
and imperturbed advocates of physical force; so was
Herman Royer, a prominent loca) Individualist-An-
archist; and no doubt!there are others.

* * 0

Let every day be an Eleventh of November so far as

concerns the recollection of the heinons crime com-
mirted by the United States politicians (government)
in murdering five noble men for advocating the cause
of freedom and righ Letusr ber every
day the admonition of Abraham Lincoln that ‘‘no man
is good enongh to rule another.” Let us work every
day toward the advent obthe time when governments—
the incarnation of the pernicious principle of man’s
rule over man—=shall have ighed from the earth
and when the glorious declaration that ‘‘all men are
born equal and endowed with the inalienable rights to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” shall have
ceaced to be a hollow mockery, a delusion and a snare.

o o o ' ;

C. L. James’ claim in No. 216 of Free Society of being

the originator of the anti-saving idea is certainly un-

encies and monstrosities than the Bible, and if there
be any power in that book to influence humanity it
would certainly not be in the direction of elevation,
but in the opposi degradati For tely, how-
ever, the law of natural evolution has developed more
refining influences in society which are crowding
upon that raw and hideous book to such an extent
that its advocates and upholdera are obliged to under-
take a revision of it from time to time with an elimi-
nation of its most revolting features so as to bring it
somewhat more into harmony with the advanced spirit
of the age. 8.D.

LR I I N

THE POLICE COURT AND PRIVILEGED
FREEBOOTERS.

I attended police court yesterday morning; it was
the first time I was ever in a police court. I had sup-
posed the police court to be a kind of holy place; a
place where men were taught not to do injury to other
men, not to do violence to other persons nor infringe
upon the rights of other citizens. 1 was surprised to
learn that I was never more mistaken in my life. I
found it to be a place where poor unfortunates were
*“railroaded over the river’’—to the work house. Itis
just across the creek. I found it to be connected with
and very much interested in the police system of
“running them in’’ at so much a head and no ques-
tions asked—a kind of star chamber proceedings;
these poor fellows being without friends to counsel or
advise with or to see that justice is done them—accord-
ing to our present conception of justice. I concluded
that a poor devil had better accept the decree, pay his
fine and go his way than to appeal to a higher court
for justice if he wished to save expense; and it struck
me a8 being all very queer.

The occasion of my going to this court was the in-
formation on the previous evening that ‘‘Jud” Sadler
had been arrested. The gentleman who told me this
is & very estimable citizen. He told me he was passing
and eaw the arrest which he narrated as follows:

‘¢ {Jud’ was standing at the street door of the Opera
Houee leaning against a pillarof the doorway listening
to as much of the play as he could hear at that point.
There were some boys about on the side-walk. A
round-keaded policeman (a species of the brute crea-
tion with a bullet head, the countenance of a bull-dog,
the of an igi t ge and the refi 13
of a street rowdy) came along-and told the boys to
move on. Then he stepped up to ‘Jud’ and told him
to move away also.  ‘Jud’ said, ‘Very well,” moved to
the curb-stone and said he would go no further; upon
which the policeman collared him and took him to the
lock-up.”

1,

founded. Nearly twenty years ago at the agitati
meetings of the San Franci tion of the S
Labor Party that idea was a favorite and frequent sub-
ject of discusgion. Nor did the agitators of those days
claim originality or novelty for it; it was considered a
golid, yet old,EkSocialistic argument, and if I mistake
not, Weitling, the German tailor who had written a
Socialistic work about fifty years ago, had already em-
braced that idealin it. The enthusiastic and talented
Robert? S. Wilson, composer of the poem on the com-
mune, now d d, a ber of the 1 San
Francisco section.of the S. L.. P. at that time origi-
nated and used to iterate and emphasize the phrase:
“The trouble is mnot that the masses do mnot save
enough, but that they do not get enough to spend.”
* o 0

If there were nothing else to indicate the progress
of radicalism it might easily be noticed even by the
movements of parsons. Within a few days two min-
isters have given proof of the consciousness of the
rottenness of existing social conditions.

Rev. W. L. Gaston of the First Baptist Church of
Bennet Valley, (Santa Rosa) California, delivered a
sermon on ‘““Trusts’’ in which he denounced and com-
pared the monopolists with hogs.

Rev. Burt Ester Howard of Los Angeles ‘“who has
been the foremost Presbyterian divine of that city

s Yiat

decided which are the ‘““genunine’” ones, and the circus
of the two frands ‘‘persecuting’”’ each cother will be
amusing. All that is wanted now to make things still
more interesting and to complete the show is the cres-
tion by the third frand, the State, of & monopoly of

faith and b an ic.” "He pro-
poses to engsge in the social movement. %

Our friend Howard is to be congratulated upon
possessing the courage of his convictions which many
other “divines” who, no doubt, are equally enlight-
| ened, are lacking. However, if be really made the
k whick the Ezaminer credits him with, that

e with gos 1 % o

bomanity,” be is still laboring uader mis
i for there pever was s book writien
d (5 the dppesi o that was flled with grester absurdities, inconsiet-

|
g“m-.o-nhnq-dn.ubﬂnuw- powser for
|

This g an said he did not discover that ‘‘Jud’’
was intoxicated, and, certainly, he was not disturbing
the peace. He told me of two other gentlemen who
had been passing by and seen the whole transaction.
Now, I felt this an insult to the people; an infringe-
ment upon the rights of American citizens.

“Jud” testified in court that he had told the police-
man, on the way to the station, that he was a tax-
payer and thought he had a right on the street so long
as he disturbed nobody. :

To be sure, ““‘Jud” is not a person whose company
would seek; he is perhaps a little less refined than
the policernan who arrested him, but that did not
diminish my desire to administer to that policeman,
the court and the community a lesson as to the natural
rights of man. .

80 I went early to court, and found two policemen
and the chief of police in attendance, all in"a great
bluster over ‘‘one loat sheep that is found.” When
the judge had ded his “tt ,” I approached
him and asked if I could see the prisoner. The judge
asked me what I wanted. I told him; he replied that
I could proceed after the prisoner had been brought
into court and had made his plea as to his guilt or
innocence. It struck me as a little curious that these
unfortunates could not be allowed friendly advice
before they itted th 137 Ho er, T said
nothing. His plea was: “Not guilty,” The judge
asked what cil he would ch ; to which be
: “I would like a chance to look about a little;*”

swsy and told me I must aot taik with the

1 replied that the judge had givén me per-
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mission to epeak with him, after he had made his plea,
which reply seemed to take away some of his bluff,
brutal abusiveness. I told him I was saying nothing
that could in any way injure the prisoner nor the
court nor society, and that he could stand by and hear
all that passed between the prisoner and myself, if he
felt concerned; that all that had been said was that
“Jud” requested me to go for his mother and sister,
and I had spoken to him concerning the gentleman
who had signified to me his willingness to testily as to
the rudeness of the prisoner’s uncalled for arrest.
This reply seemed to somewhat disconcert the brute.
I was through talking with the prisoner, and so started
away when the grand juror or prosecuting attorney or
justice, whatever he may have been called—who is a
gentleman, or at least would be but for the system
which drives him to accept a position beneath his
real character in order to get a living—said to me:
‘“The prisoner’s lawyer is the person for you to talk
with.” Iasked: “Why? 1Is a person in this court
pronounced guilty and deprived of his natural right to
converse and advise with his fellow-man, even before
he has had a hearing? Is he condemned before trial?”’
As he did not seem inclined to reply I passed on. I
see, by the charge brought against him and the
manner of proceeding, this court had it all fixed to
send the prisoner to the work house for six months.
Of course they found him guilty, but, out of the com-
mon course, this case was appealed to the next term
of the county court.

Now, I don’t cite this case as of any consequence in
iteell, but simply as as a matter-of-fact to show that
such outrageous proceedings are being carried on all
over our fair land; and that a great majority of
respectable people, such as are called ‘‘good people,”
look upon it, and often speak of it and complain of it
ag I do; and if a case is brought to their notice, live
this one, they rejoice to see courtand police rer -
manded by higher authority, after which they subsiae.
To their mind justice has been done; they think no
farther and suppose the world to be moving on in its
even course, as it should move.

But that does not settle the matter with us Anarch-
ists. We want to know what bétter right that police-
man had to arrest George Sadler than George Sadler
had to arrest the policeman. We want to know what
better right policemen bave to arrest citizens than
citizens have to arrest policmen. . We want to know
where this right comes from: are policemen consti-
tuted differently from other men that they are gifted
with special privilege, right, power—something pe-
culiar to a certain class of men who claim to have
authority? If not, then policemen and other govern-
ment officials do not naturally possess this special
privilege, right, power. Whence, then, comes this
special privilege, right, power? Surely the men that
are governed cannot bestow these gifts upon the men
that govern unless they that are governed possess
this special priviles, right, power.

“But,” it is eaid, “‘we must have scme kind of
authority (government) or the strong and powerful
might overpower and do violence to the weak.” Why!
“that is just what is being done today. The law and
order league, called government, robs people daily for
its support. ' It places men on the police force, armed
with clubs and revolvers, to arrest citizens and run
them through the pelice court ‘‘for the money there is
It places highway robbers, called. custom
house officers, at the ports of the United States to rob
travelers of their goods or make them pay money not
to be robbed. Itappoints men all over the United
States as tax collectors to rob citizens of money or to
seize their property and sell it for money. It prod

their cloven foot.
tic boasting:

““The three movements against the rebels, conducted
by the generals Lawton, MacArthur and Ovenshire at
separate points have met with nothing but success
since the last report.”

And again: “The campaign conducted by General
Ovenshire south of Manila resulted in another triumph.
The rebels attempted to rush through the lines last
night. It was a desperate attack that was made, by
no means lacking in pluck.”

This is the boasting of the government of capitalism
defended by bullets in the hands of its vasgals; the
goverament of a few rich capitalists in the United
States. The question is, where do they get their
authority to govern and why do they call people rebels
for defending themselves in exercising the same right
they claim to possess? For if the people do not possess
this right individoally they cannot transmit such
right to the governors. Hence they must govern by
power of brute force, and not by power of right, The
people of these islands have the sole right to the soil
of these islands and the management of themselves.
The United States government promised them free-

dom, bat it bas made them slaves to greedy free-
booters.

All this has a beginning in the insignificant ‘“‘police
court.” A. A, Ogcurr.
Rutland, Vt.

Here is the report of their bombas-
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““BOMBS " ONCE MORE.

The readers may remember the eensational press
reports of a ‘‘discovered plot of the Anarchists” to
dynamite Billy, the German smartie, during his carou-
sels he undertook some time since to Egypt and else-
where at the expense of his benightcapped ‘‘ subjects.”
It now transpires that the ‘‘ Anarchists”” were no less
8 personage than one Mario Bazzani, an Italian police
emissary who had concocted a scheme to earn immor-
tality at the hands of his masters and—a pile of filthy
lucre. He had smuggled a box of dynamite bombs into
the store of one Ugo Parmi in Alexandris, then “dis-
covered the Anarchistic plot *” and would have d

sive interest, we are all more or less dangerous to each
other”. The trouble is not that competition i8 un-bri-
dled, bat rather that it is bridled. It is bridled anat:
choked by monopoly. Monopoly is the people’s real
enemy. Under its absence competition would become
unbridled and would yield a healthful influence upon
the industrial and intellectual development of the race,
as is aptly illustrated by W. MacQueen in an article
entitled *“ On Competition ”” and reproduced elsewhere
in this issue of Free Society.

Another objectionable point is the lecturer’s refer-
ence to public schools. His contention for a general
education is of course laudable, and it is a self-evident
proposition that education—rational education—is the
basis of true progress. Yet this does by no means
justify the system of compulsory education carried on
by the State. The State has no more business to
meddle with a parent as to the education of his or her
child than it has to preecribe the kind of food they are
to eat, the kind of beds they are to sleep in, or who
are to be their bed-fellows.

In fact the Stae has no business to exist; itisa
tyrannous institution ; its very existence is possible
only by the ignorance of its victims. If friend South-
worth would pause for a8 moment and study over the
baneful influence exercised by public schools over the
tender minds of the young by such idiotic proceedings
a8 patriotic exercises he would certainly retract his

words on that point.

Competition — “‘unbridled competition” — possible
only by the death of monopoly, would regulate and
give an incalculable impetus to education as well as
to every other impulse of ad t; the peti
tion between Individualistic and Communistic An-
archism in a state of freedom would certainly be pro-
ductive of the highest and grandest type of civiliza-
tion conceivable. : 8. D.

* * 00

A FREETHOUGHT LECTURE.
Miss DePeatt from Oregon lectured before the San
Francisco t Society iast Sunday Evening
on the subject ‘“What shall we do to be damned.”

ed in his nefarions scheme but for a lucky accident—
rather unlucky for him—whereby he was cornered and
in consequence of which he was prosecu
tenced to the penitentiary for seven years and a half.
The reader may think this statement a joke of the
writer’s. Oh, no! It isthe truth. The s

As the 1 #aid the subject was hat re-
versed, the question nsually asked being “What shall
we do to be saved.” But the subject being chosen she

d sen- | was obliged to make the bestofit. And she did to
the satisfaction and edi mpf the large audisnce

which had bled the i The 1
thoriti ved from a number of selections! from that model

are not so bad after all as you cranky Anarchists im-

book of contradictions and monstrosities (the bible)
easy it was for any man, woman or child to be

agine, for they will do justice even to Anarchists—when how
they cannot help it. In this i the p fs were | g
80 overwhelming that it was absolutely i ible for | g, ti

d; how, in fact, there was really no way out of

our “justice loving” authorities to get around it. How
hard they tried, however, is shown by the fact that
when the fiend pleaded that ‘“ he intended to render a
service to humanity (by his echeme) and was ready to
repeat the same act today,” our lovely masters on the
bench actually accepted such a *“ noble ” declaration as
& mitigating circumstance and passed an appropriately.
mild sentence.

Der Arme Konrad, one of Free Sobiety’s radical ex-
changes which contains all the details of this con-
temptible case, adds very fittingly : * In the Lands of
such scoundrels rests the weal or woe of many thou-
sands! It was a mere accident that the fiendish plot
of this police brute was discovered. But for this lucky
accident many of our comrades in Alexandria with
their families would have been liable to persecution
and untold suffering, and finally, under pressure of
| these tible, villai h ions whole na-
tions would have been victimized by the imposition of

& class of citizens by the hardship it puts upon man-
kind called ‘“bad characters,” and builds jails and
state prisons to confine them and deprive them of
1 right to freed It d men by
_ the gallows and electricity, and f Y

(anti-Socialist) laws.”’ 8. D.
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COMPETITION AND EDUDATION.

It is hardly possible to express ideas more noble,

i

R
¥

i
i

iments more lofty and exalted and more stirring
to the very depths of the heart than those of Victor E.
Southworth in his address before a branch of the Social
Democeratic Party of Denver, Colo., and reprinted in
No. 2186 of Free Society. The grandeur and sublimity

¥

for anybody. She concluded her interest-
ing lecture with the elog words: “If you want
to be damned, do not accept this book (the bible) as
your authority; form your own judgement and opin-
ions and live up to your convictions; instead of this
book of contradictions and incongruities adopt for your
guidance the grand and ever inspiring book of nature;
swop off the old, cruel and barbarous god for the
teachings of lution ; - accept sci in place of
religion; he men and women instead of slaves.”

Misg DePeatt is evidently a hard worker. Shestudies
her subjects very carefully and thoroughly and selects
the most beautiful and poetic language for her addres-
ses which often carries the audience away.

® o 0 0 o

Litevatnuve,

THE RUBAIYAT OF OMAR KHAYYAM. Price 10 cents.
Pablished by The Truth Seeker Co., New York City.

8. D.

Khayyam was not poisoned with asceticism and mys- -
ticism, but eulogi: dane pl es and ridico
the belief in hell and heaven in the hereafter. = Every,
lover of poetry will enjoy reading the work of this
Persian poet. e i
AumericA WirHOUT A BRUTUs. By Judge Parrish B.
Ladd, L. L. B., Oakland, Cal.
In this little pamphlet Judge Ladd discusses Imperi-

ethical, but principally from a legal and eonnﬁtnﬁon-l
standpoint. He shows that McKinley acts as a dictator
and despot, and that ‘“the war waged in Oubom
Weyler, the so-called butcher, was mild and humane
when compared with this war.” >
> o 0 0 0

Although written in the eleventh century Omar -

alism, Expansion and Ceesarism not only fromfan

e
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NOTES.

The trouble with C. L. James and all
the other anti-savers, whether they ad-
dress the rich or poor, is that they are
fighting a man of stras. They are talk-
ing about the people who put money
away in stockings w lie ulle. Bat in
civilized eountries sach people are aa
scarce as unselfish politicians. The man
who ' saves money,” as we say, epenids

it jast as much as anyruxly elee, ooly le

epends it on eowething Lhal Il krep
pat he is employing other laborers jos
as much as If he bought Lhings Lhatl

wouldn't keep. Or eles be puls It 0

charge ol sowelialy ‘caually a ranker

who puta it 1o cirenlation ss qaickly &

poneibile
Mr. James eaye  He who pals away &
penny which wou A bay Wiaeeo, s 8

far the producers of
If the

the richer, It

penny Lhe richer
wobacco are & penny the poorer.”’
firet wan s & peaoy s a
pooe sort of peany
that wealth is worthless nolees it ls Gaed

Bat if he spends his penny on daraing

needles he s two dersing aeedies the
richer, which may conlinge for ffteen |
years o make his socks more darable; |
the prodacers of darning-ueedles are &

Fyaryunly knows

peany the richer, which is jast a8 wlt"‘“‘“‘“ parade

for genersl trade a5 if the prodacers of |
whaceo had it ; the producers of tobaceo |

seats, handed to strangers without intro-
| daction, and disposed of on all sorts of
wild chanees on which it would be fool-
ish to risk a five-cent pamphlet. Occa-
sionally somebody sees this and suggests

that an article in Free Society be reprinted !
in tract form; bat the thing is never |

done, except to gather a lot ol short

articles into 8 pamphlet where the ad-

vantage of their brevity is lost. [ wish
to put my recommendation in the follow-
ing form : If Balloa’s ** Open Letter”’ oo
the front page of Free Society No. 216 s
reprinted within a year as a tract o sell
a0t less cheaply than fifty copies for lea

cents, | will st ooce take s dollas’s
workh.

[ bave just pulished a little thing of
sy Gei al Lhe alotesald price, hal am
gt alraid of competition. | shonld like
w baad vat Ba loa’s and mine 'oygeller

rergs T Briswiuas
Westport, Viaes

———

The Letter-Box.

w. C

haa

Havertill, Mases. —The
e sefl again, snd No. 2ol our
(oarterly wil be malled when realy

sk

8. T. Byisgwon, Westport Yiase —L!
some wore orders should come 18 we
will gladly pabiish Balloa’s “Opea Lot
wr, which sppearet in No. 216 of Fre

Yuciety, a8 & tract and mail 50 copies lor
10 cenia. As W your act U What is
Anarchism?” | declise 0 ciggulate the
seme. Accordiag w wy coacegtion of
Asarchism you misrepresent this soble
iden] grossly and it is & pity that such

under the same of An
srchinm. | mantain that pecple whe
approve of m.:r-umu machinery of po
lice, conrts, jails, are ot and canaot
be A hi olice snd courts with-

sre half & peany the poorer, b halt
the tobscco money (I don’t pretend to
be exact) goes to the internal revenue.

If he pats it in & savisgs-bank, the
bank will invest half of it in Btate and
city boads, o that government is half &
ponnym-vicb«.vhhhi-b.dbudw;
the other half will be invested in & loan
to some tolerably h & busi and
s0 will go into circulation as Mr. James
desires.

If he gets some honest merchant to
take his penny and keep it till there are
enough pennies put with it to bay a bi-
cyle, the depositor is richer by & penny
to be drawn out when he needs it; the
merchant is richer by the interest on the
penny, that is, the value of its use for &
while; the people the merchant buys
his supplies of are richer by a penny,
and they will Luy a pennyworth of shoes
from the original depositor just as well
as Mr. James’ tobacco producer would.
1f the man deposits his penny in a Labor
Exchange or a Byilding and Loan Asso-
ciation, it works about the same way.

And these are the ways in which eco-
nemical people actually do their saving.
Five dollars here or there may be laid
up on a shelf for a while, but this is
quite the exception. Savers generally
put their money into circulation just as
much as spendthrifts, while enriching
themselves for the future at the same
time.

Nor can I see that either C. L. James
or any other known person is entitled to
the credit of *‘ originating the anti-sav-
ing idea.”” This same idea, if I under-
stand it rightly, has from immemorial
been the lace of the
ignorant; the sophistical excuse of

quand the professed g d of the
popularity of these and the unpopularity
of lat the hinking.
*

PR

*

We need cheap tracts which can be
hi , even |-

sowed & dcast like led
under circumstances where, like the
thistledown, most of them will perish

oat laws sad power are sa absardity sad
those who ophold laws—furer—are sot
Anarchists, for laws are iscompatible
with freedom.

E. W., Spring Valley, [ll.—Mmey was
received snd two bandred pwmphlets
have been sent. Thanks! [tiscertainly
more available to purchase pamphlets
for the money yoa can spare lor the prop-

and ‘distribate them iree of
¢l than simply to donate the money
to Pree Society.

J. A., Keene, N. H.—The paper has
been mailed regularly and it is the fault
of the postal serviee if you did not re-
ceive the same. Backoumbers are sent.

-

UNCENSORED NEWS.

We have indirectly some
real news from the wile of an officer who

has recently arrived here, her husband | Perfect
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Family Medical Worlk,
T 1S THE BEST MEDIGAL S0OK FoR

Lois Waisbrooker's
—2# Books. £

still in the Philippines. She says

t bullets freq n’ whistle right
in the city, and the Americans have to
fight to hold the water works; that the
narrow peninsula on which Cavite is sit-
uated has been bombarded daily for
months, but was not captured until the
recent expedition; that any territory
captured, outside of Manila, is not held,
while ammunition is readily smuggled
through the lines to the Filipino army.
It aleo was incidentally tioned in

being

The Oceult Forees of Bex
Address your orders to:
LOIS WAISBROOKER,
Santa Ana, Cal.
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THE HOME YEY PRODUGED.
BY

DR. J. H. GREER.

It has 16 colored plates showing
different parts of the human
body.

This book is up to date In every particular.
1t will save you doetor bills. It tells you how
to cure yoursel! by simple and harmless
Home remedies. The book recommends Ne
Polsonous or Dangerous Drugs. It teaches
simple Senso
with Nature’s laws,

m

Itdoes met endorse dan-
gerous with the 's Kuife
1t teaches how to save Health and Life by safe
methods. It is entirely free from technical
rubbish. It teaches Prevemtion—that it is

Communism. Address:
London, W. C. Eng
year, postpald. Order from Free Boclety.

Freedom, a montbly journal of Anarchist-
, Lambs Conduit Btreet
d. Price 40 cents per

better to know how to live and Aveld disease
than to take any medicine as a cure.

It teaches how Typheld and other Fevers
can be both Prevented and Cured. It gives
the best known treatment for La Grippe,

her presence by another arrival that an
American gunboat had been captured
by the Filipinos, with a supply of krag-
jorgensen bullets. She says the people
here have no idea, by reason of the rigid

The Eagle and the pe th
gospel of “Salvation by Selfishness.”

For free
sample copy wrlia to A. Mueller, 108 Clark 8t.,

° ria ,Latarrh,Consumption,Appendicites
and every other disease. This book is Netan
Advertisement and has No Medicine to sell.

Mental Freedom and Social Progress. Publised

Chicago, I11. It tells you how to live that you may Prolong
life. It dical fads of all kinds and
The Truth Seeker, a Journal Devoted to | makes ‘War on

and the use of anti-toxine. It has hundreds of

censorship, of the actugl situation in the
Philippinés, which is far worse, for th

hl Sent to
cents a vear. Address: J. W.
8t., Bradford 1

any , 40
ott, 86, Villiers

:nt recipes for the cure of the various
diseases, The chapter on Painless Midwifery

American forces, than is rep d
even Manila itself not being safe. It is
evident that the administration is deter-
mined that our people shall not know
the truth. But *“murder will out.”—
The Star. |

Progressive Thought, the oldest organ o
the Labor Exchange movement.
E. news, gives facts and

Itis full of L*

18 worth its weight in Gold to women. 1t has
1 | & large yer of The

the way out of hard times, Address: Olathe,
Kans. Send for sample copies. =

ought to read. It teaches the value of Alr
, | Sunshine and Water as medicines. This
‘book cannot fail to please you.. If you are

looking for Health by the safest and easfest

means, do not Delay Getting The Book.

This book 'is printed in clear type on

without even the opportunity of produ-
cing an effect; which can be left in car-

Cravello, $2. Task. 3 i
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