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A LOOK INTO THE GULF.

When I see & workingman with mouths to feed,
Up, day after day, in the dark before the dawn,
And coming home, night after night, through the dusk,
Bwinging forward like some flerce silent animal,
I see 8 man doomed to roll & huge stone up an endless steep,
He strains it onward incb by stubborn inop.
Crouched always in the shadow of the rock
See where he hes, twisted, !
He 111ts for thelr life;
The velns knot and darken—
Blood surges into his face . . . .
Now he Joses—now he wins—
Now he loses—loses—( God of my soul!)
He digs his feet into the earth—
There's s moment of terrificeffort . . . .
‘Will the huge stone break his hold,
And crush him as it plunges to the gulf?
—Edwin Markham.

* o o 0 0

THE LAW OF SELF-DEFENSE.

In many cases we allow a man t0 proceed inde-
pendently of law, as the natives do s savage lands.
If a man can substantiate in any way the claim
that he acts in defense of his penon‘ bis home, or
his family, he can do anything he chooses, even to
the extent of committing murder, and the law in
its ordinary application cannot effect him. The
individual in such a case is left entirely to his own
judgment as to what he should do, hoy far he should
g0 and where he should stop. He is & law unto
himself; he tries his own case on the spot, and is
judge, jury, and executioner all in ¢ But why
‘ahonld he not be permitted to go qni farin tha
ed is one

of far less importance and only refers to some ordi-
nary matter? It is a curious fact that when a man
falls into serious difficulty and really needs help, he
gets none at all from the government or the State.
After the trouble is all over, and the man gets killed,
or perhaps he kills somebody, the State, with its
officers, steps in and takes a hand in the affair. Is
that not the way that the State usually protects its
citizens? People who want protection which can
be depended on must protect themselves—and they
must, besides, pay the bills of those who ought_to
protect them, but who do not.

The State is like the dog in the manger, it will
neither protect us nor permit us to protect ourselves.
In reality” self-protection is illegal and against the
theory of the State, because the State assumes to

lize that busi itself. When a man pro-

_tects himeelf, he usually violates the law. However,

- the court or the jury generally winks at such viola-

- hona. from motives of expediency. It is a very

. .common thing for the State to_connive shmlmt it
would nof openly approve. #

. A serious question in this connection is
this: How far may any man go in the way

- of wrong-doing, and_ still be allowed to ex-
cuse himself on the plea of necessity or self
defense? Can the? ever be any necessity, or even
any excuse, for a man’s doing a wrong act at any
time? Or is an act that is wrong at one time not

~_wrong at another time? Can & man properly kill
his fellow man because he apprehends danger? The
practice goes so far now that & man may be guilty
of murder, in defense of his property, and still he
shall not be d d'to have itted any offense.
In all such instances, he sits upon his own case,
and decides himself what ought to be done. He
need not wait until he has suffered some harm to
himself or his property. If he even feels himself in
danger in any way, or merely says he Jelt in danger,
be is held to be justified in committing murder,
the worst erime known to our laws. The law itself
may sot read that way, bat the practice does. If

the head or strangle him in some way—as if one

he happens to detect some one in the act of steal-
ing, or acting as if he neditated a burglary, and he
shoots him on sight, that usually ends the matter,
while if the same thing were done under other cir-
cumstances, he would likely be hanged for bis
crime. 8o the Btate commits crime after crime,
merely to protect itself—it murders, robs, impris-
ons, enslaves, kidnaps—and yet it offers no plea in
justification, except its own comfort and protection!
But deliberate killing or deliberate robbing is a
crime, no matter by whom 1t is committed, nor
under what circumstances the crime may be perpe-
trated. The power to forgive sins has not been
granted by God even to the State. God does not
deal in indulgences.

Consider for a moment the plm made and the
motives admitted by those acting in the name of
the Btate. What motive has an officer of the State
for imprisoning a man when he has done something
that is pronounced wrong? Usually the motive is
one merely of protection! But is that not carrying
“ personal aid and comfort” rather too far? Put-
ting a man in prison, not for what he has done, but
what we are afraid he may do, and for no other
reason than that we are afraid of him, is hardly
the proper thing. But if government officers
can put people in prison or hang them merely be-
cause they have done something that is called
wrong, or because it is feared that they will do
something wrong, why shall nok individnals have
the'same privilege? 1t must not be forgotten that
generally it is either cowardice or selfishness that
prompts officers to do what they do in the name of
the State. They fear that a man may kill some-
body, or perhaps that he has killed somebody, and
80 they overpower him and finally knock him on

murder could be made to 1 another d
that had been perpetrated. What can be more
villainous than to punish a man, or in other words,
to cause him pain and anguish in some way, simply
because we are afraid of him? Yes, it is fear, sla-
vish fear that fills our jails, our prisons, our mad-
houses. Usually it is nothing but cowardice that
leads to the punishment of criminals after convic-
tion. It is well known that the State, when some

ng has been committed, is in no better condi-
tion-to furnish a remedy than any individual would
be under the same circumstances, but it goes on to
punieh, ostensibly to prevent what might happen
in the future!

Another reason or excuse given by the State, or
rather by men who act in the name of the State,
for punishing people as it does, is that the State
has .been offended! But what a fiction, what a
fraud that is! A man steals a coat. ' That offends
the State, they say. But who is the State that it
is 80 badly offended? Where does he live and what
does he do! People delight to talk about the maj-

esty of the State, as if the State was not made of|"

poor, cheap clay like the rest of us.

Another reason, and a stronger one, for the
State’s punishing people, is because it wants a vic-
tim, a sacrifice. The State is a regular Moloch and
must have sacrifices made and ceremonies per-
formed in its honor. The State, like the gods of
old, must be appeased in some way, when it is
offended. The best illustration of how reasomably
the law operates, is to be seen iy the working of
military law. A man deserts and is finally csught
and shot. How does this mend matters? Surely

one able-bodied soldier less. In such a case, where
does the good come in? I really do not see. It is
one of the many cases of deliberate murder by law,
without the least sign of an excuse or justification
for the deed after it is done.

Finally, if & man can commnit a crime merely to
save himself or his property, he ought to be per-
mitted to do the same thing in all cases where any
advantage is to be gained by his taking such a
course. That principle is allowed in ordinary busi-
ness affairs. A man in business avails himself of
all the privileges at his command, whether they are
just or unjust. Every man gets all he can, and he
pays no attention to the self-evident fact that what
he gets somebody else is prevented from getting.
Men usually do not care how many other men be-
come paupers, if they themselves only become rich.
Our whole doctrine of riches and the practice we
follow in securing them-is based on the principles
of robbery and conquest and on the violation of the
rights of other men. It will be noticed that there
is very much in common between the way riches
are acquired and the way the affairs of the State
are managed.—From “Life Without a Master,” by
J. Wilson, Ph. D., Newark, N. Y.
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JAMES F. MORTON IN ST. LOUIS, MoO.
It must certainly be termed carelessness on the
part of comrades in cities in which Comrada Mor-

Society about the propaganda he is carrying on.
Surely, Comrade Morton’s work is worth mextion-
ing. It is a sad fact that the majority of the Ger-
man comrados care little or nothing for agitation
in the English language, though it is of far greater
importance in this country than the propaganda in
any other torjlie. The reasons are probably these:
Being only partly acquainted with the English
language, they neither dare nor care to.invade the
English element, and English meetings without beer,
as a rule, are a holy terror to most of them. I am
neither & temperance man, nor an enemy to Gam-
brinus, but I am convinced by experience that beer
and propaganda must be kept strictly separate.
The beer-table-propagand has d a certain
class of Anarchists which are a disgrace and a hin-
drance to the noble idea and propaganda carried

James F. Morton. He lectured in 8t. Louis before
the Street Range Workers, Metal Trades Council,
| Central Trades and Labor Union, Debating Club,
‘International Association of Machinists, Painters
and Decorators, Architectural Tror Work , and
twice before the Bellamy Club. Moat meetmgs
were well attended. A f: 11 entert
arranged by the Debating Club was the close of two
weeks’ good work. N CAzrL Norp.
O o 0 o
Law never made men a whit more just; and, by

megans of their regpect for it, even ‘the well disposed
mddlymldetba of injustice.—Th
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already so much of a lawyer that he does not see the
farce of our entire judicial practises as carried on in
the United States? And I deny the statement that
Anarchists frequently appeal to the law; if they do, it
is a matter of compulsion. T'rue Annmhlats will seula
differences more justly among themselves.

Does not almost every lawyer accept a case even if
he knows that his client is wrong, and than tries to
prove in court he is right? The claim that Comrade
Holmes never prosecuted is a raiher poor excuse.

I do not think anybody would have criticized or
bl d Mr. Cohen very much had he come out frankly

NOTE AND COMMENT.

““It is & well-known fact,” says Watson Heston, the
cartoonist of the Truth Seeker, ‘‘ that American wom-
anhood, outside of Mormondom, i8 trying to keep
Roberts out of Congress.” Nothing but American
hypocrisy kept Roberts out of Congress, Mr. Heston.
Among those who most zealously worked against Rob-
erts’ seating were well-known libertines, as it is
rumored, and among those who signed the petition are
thousands as much in marital slavery as Roberts’
wives. Once the American women become conscious
of their womanhood, or personality, they wi'l reject
State and Church interference in their love affairs and
attend to their own business. If ¢ American woman-
hood”” is going to exclude all members of Congress
who indulge in **illegal ” sex relationa, I fear very few

will remain.
* o+

Ruseia’s czar has an income of $1,000 per hour, the
sultan $850, the emperor of Austria $500, the kaiser
$460, the king of Italy $330, Queen Victoria the same,
the French president $250, the king of the Belgians
$85, and the president of the United States $7.50 per
hour. Of coarse Mr. McKinley’s ‘‘ wages ”’ are a little
low as compared with those of the Russian czar, but
the peculiarity of it is that the American presidents
usually accumulate more *‘ wealth ”’ during their four
years’ “service’’ than the European rulers during
their whole life-time. But insignificant is the robbery
of the European parasites, called czars, emperors and
kings, in comparigon with the American vampires,
such as Rockefeller, whose i

*

When Luccheni assassinated ihe empress of Austris,
the daily press designated all Anarchists as ‘‘ wild
beasts of society” that ‘‘ought to be exterminated
from the face of the globe,” but the as-assin of the
politician Goebel of Kentucky is a * loyal Republican
and ‘““the Republican party is not responsible for
the assassination.” Of course these scribes are aware
that the Anarchists are opposed to the whole game of
plundering the people while the Republicans and
Dewmocrats are simply rivals in the game. That’s the
difference. { Aol

o o o o o

BIRDS OF A FEATHER, FLOCK TOGETHER!

It takes a strong lant to my leth
feelings, £0 as to express my opinion publicly, and mch
astimulant is usually furnished by a lively discu:sion
with des or thé ical sophistry of so-called

~Anarchists. William Holmes’ criticism on 8, D. in

defense of Henry Cohen is nothing but sophistry and
80 I cannot resist expressing myself. He says: “Why
a person cannot be a good Anarchist because he prac-
tises law is beyond my comprehensiont.”

It is a rather damaging admission on the part of
Holmes not to see the inconsistency. Perhaps he has
compromised already so much with the existing moral
code that he is unable to reason as an Anarchist, i. e.,
logically. Whatever may be said of Anarchism and
Anarchists, the charge cannot be made that Anarchism
compromises with prevailing institutions, or that An-
archy can be achieved by palliatives, I have néveryet
he-rd of an Anarchist who desired an Anarchist jary,
judge or justice. Anarchism repudiates all-laws and
lawmakers and its interpreters—lawyersj. Comrade
A. 1. very pertinently eays that a man who refuses to
serve on a jury does more for ‘reedom than one who
helps judging! What right has one man to judge over
another? Besides, Holmes’ theory is utterly unten-
able. Anarchist jndges and justices are an impossibil-
ity, at least their office would be of short duration,
unless they abandon sll their principles; for ‘‘the

powers that be’” would soon remove “his honor,” qr,
what is more likely, cormpt bhim by bnbery, as all
power tends to corrup and

1 ask Comrade Holmes, how o(mn his honest and
sincere desire to obtain justice in the law couorts for

is $4,550 per hour! | a8

and said: ‘I expect to make an easier living !y be-
coming a lawyer and, consistent or not, I intend to
make a living the easiest way I can.” That would
have been candid and honest—a point in his favor.
But the very fact that he answered S. D. with abuse
and insults, shows conclusively that S. D.’s remarks
went straight home. “The galled jade winces.”

1 cannot conceive of a lawyer being an Anarchist
when Anarchism repudistes all laws and government.
At any rate, if he should persist upholding Anarchist
principles, he would find his profession unprofitable.

1 hope Free Society will continune to oppose all com-
promises without malice or favor and fearlessly expoee
all hypocrisy. [ have never yet detected an unjust
attack in Free Society because some one differed with
the opinion of the publishers. Bat I look always with
suspicion upon those who are Anarchists among An-
archists and judges among judges, etc. R. Brrerr.

* e 0 0 0

THE NIGHT BELL.
(Traoslated from German by M 8. Mandell.)

Ter rer-rer-rer-rer!

Thus rang the night bell. The doctor awoke, raised
his head from the pillow, sat up in bed, rubbed his
eyes and yawned.

“Always disturbed from the be-t of sleep; d—! 1
wonder if the station master’s wife has dreamed again
that her little boy has contracted the diptheria, or is
somebody trere?”

Sullenly he wrapped himsell in his night robe, and
having walked up to the window, he opened it and

ked :

“ Who's there?”’_

*“ Doctor, please call at our house at once— William
Els—the lady of the house—Mrs. Field—!"

“Ah| The Fieldings are calling— Right away!”

A good patient. When she is callinpg me in the
middle of the night, there is money in it—she does not
live so far away—and vet, it is not so very pleasant to
leave a warm bed in the middle of the night in winter,
when everything around is quiet, and when everybody
else is fast asleep.””

But not everybody was fast asleep. When t.he doc-
tor entered his office a bright fire was burning
there. On a chair lay his fur coat, his hat,
his gloves and all the belongings of his winter wear,
ready to be put on. Invitingly placed on the table
was a bottle of cognac and a glass. This . was placed
there by a woman, who sat at the table in a hastily
donned wrapper, with loose hair and sleepy eyes. She
wae rather young and delicate, with large teeth which
were plainly seen through the open side gash in the
place of a mouth, and her protruding cheek bones were
an uninviting addition to her general ugliness.

*“ Why are you no: asleep, Miss Elsie?’’ asked the
doctor. =

“] have asked you more than once not to get up
when you hear the night bell. I can do without your
assistance,” :

¢t No doctor, don’t say that. I do it, believe me, be-
cause it gives me pleasure.”

While saying this she gazed at the doctor with a
look full of devotion and faithfulness. The doctor
drank his cognac, then put his fur coat on. Miss Elsie
helped him with his overcoat; she also-handed him
his gloves, and as he took them from her he pressed
her hand lightly, and made for the door.

Miss Elsie escorted him with the following words:
¢ Please doctor, button your coat so that you may not
catch cold.”

“Of course I will, you may rest assured,”” eaid the
doctor. ‘‘ Remain where you are, I shall lock the door
myeself.” =

_‘“No, no, no! doctor; it is n t hard toWalk a little.”

She escorted him to the door which led into the
street; &nd once more warned him to take good care of
hims-1f. When he descended the stile she shut the
door and turned the key.

“Whew!” The doctor drew his breath. The side-

the wage workers was crowned with suecess? Orishe

walk was covered with snow. The sir was cold and

motionless ; the breathing was fresh and reviving, and
above in the heavens the glittering flashing stars were
shining. The ddctor followed hie caller, who mrned
in his hand a lantern.

¢ Elsie is a good girl,” thought the doctor. *‘She
looks after me faithfully. She may be trusted with
many more serious responsibilities—good Elsie! ”

She is not good looking, to be sure. But why does
he want her good looks? Hehas no serious intentions.

““A place for everything and everything in its place,
is & proverb su ted to Elsie,” said the doctor. ‘‘ When
this, that or the other thing is wanted, it can easily be
found—nice, clean and inviting, and how she rejoices
in my well-being!”’

That he is her idol, and that she worships the
gronnd he walks on, can plainly be seen. And how it
pleases her to wait upon him! The doctor was more
than pleased by such faithfulness in a woman,
although she was ngly.

In about two hours, the doctor started for home.
The night waa dark as before; the cold was more in-
tense, and it was now snowing. He walked with
heavy steps. At last he arrived home. He unlocked
the door. In the hall a small light was burning.
Elsie was ready to comfort the doctor. When he
opened the door which led to his dinning room, the
pleasan* warmth welcomed him, and he at once felt
that he was at home.

On the table was a tea kettle, on a stand, from under
which a blue flame isened. Elsie had her dress and
her hair arranged in more becoming manner. She sat
on a rocker near the sparkling fire place, which added
much to the comfort of the roow, and awaited the doe-
tor’s return. Thuos she had waited for two long hours.

Now she jumped to ber feet full of joy, and ready to
assist him in taking off his street garb, and placing the
garments where they belong. After this task had
been accomplished, she handed him his slippers and
served him with a hot punch.

While drioking his puneb, he told her all about the
“case” he attended. She listened attentively, and
joyfully devoured every word he uttered, at the same
time watching him closely. And now for the first
time it occurred to him that an ugly woman can love,
feel, and make as good a wile as a good looking one,
and perhaps better.

And after all, she was not 8o bad looking that eve-

poesesses & pair of mild, pleading eyes, in which the
flame of love is burning ardent and true? He emp-
tied his glass of punch and prepared to retire again for
the night. Elsie ran quickly and arranged the bed for
his comfort, and as he entered his bed chamber, Elsie,
on finishing her work, stepped to the door and bade
him good night. He stretched out his hand fora
friendly adien. They looked at each other—looked—
looked—and Elsie began to feel the doctor’s arm
around her waist.

# # # » » » The world nodded its head and won-
dered why he selected the homeliest girl he could find,
after his wife died, for was she not beautiful, cultured
and devoted? And it was whispered over the after-
noon-tea, that he i ionally sel d Elsie t
he wished to avoid being talked about.

* * * - * *

Ter-rer-rer-rer-rer.

The night bell again, The doctor is getting up and
out of bed very carefully, 8o as not "o disturb’ hif better
half. She will scold—careful—careful. He is looking
for his clothes—careful. He goes ont and locks the
door from the outside—careful—careful. Elsie hahe
to be disturbed from her sleep.

o o o o

DEMOCRACY PRODUCES COWARDS.

It is a singular fact, that the freer a nation becomes,
the more utterly democratic the form of its institu-
tions, this outside agitation, this pressure of public
opinion to direct political action, becomes more and
more necessary. The general judgment is, that the
freest possible gov d the freest possible
men and women—the most individual, the least servile
to the judgment of others. But a moment’s reflection
will show any man that this is an unreasonable expec-
tation, and that, on the contrary, entire equality and
freedom in political forms almost inevitably tend to
make the individual subside into the mags, and loose
his identity in the g 1 whole. P we stood
in England tonight. There is the nobility, and here is
the Church. There is the tradiog-class, and here is

provided a member of either can conciliate his own -
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ning. Is it possible to call a woman bad looking who .

the literary. A broad gulf separates the four; and ;
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despise the judgment of the other three. He has, to
some extent, a refuge and a breakwater against the
tyranny of what we call public opinion. But in a
country like ours, of absolute democratic equality,
public opinion is not only omnipotent, it is omnipres-
ent. There is no refuge from its tyranny; there is no
biding from its reach; and the result is, that if you
take the old Greek lantern, and go about to seek
among a hundred, you will find not one eingle Ameri-
can who really has not something to gain or lose in his

ambition, his social life, or his business, from the good | im
And the|®

opinion and the votes of those about him.
consequence ig, that,—instead of being a mass of indi-
viduals, each one fearlessly blurting out his own con-
victions,—as a nation, compare ! with other nations,
we are a mas: of cowards. More than any other peo-
ple, we are afraid of each other.

“1f you were a cauncus tonight, Democratic or Repub-
lican, and I were your orator, none of you could get
beyond the necessary and timid limitations of party.
You would not only demand, you would not allow me
to utter, one word of what you really thought, and
what I thought. You wounld demand of me—and my
value as & caucus speaker would depend en'irely on
the adroitness and vigilance with which [ met the de-
m-nd—that 1 should not utter one single word which
would compromise the vote of next week. That is
polities; so with the press. Beemingly independent,
and sometimes really so, the press can afford only to
mount the cresting wave, not go beyond it. The editor
might as well shoot his remder with a bullet as with a
new ides. He must hit the exact line of the opinion
of the day. | am not finding faanlt with him; [ am
only describing him, Some three years ago | took to
one of the freest of the Boston journals a letter, and
by appropriate consideration induced its editor to print
it. And as we glanced along its contests, and came
to the concluding statement, he said, *‘ Couldn’t you
omit thet?” I said, ‘“No; I wrote it for that; tis
the gist of the statement.” ** Well,”” gaid bhe, ‘‘it is
true; there is not a boy in the streets that does not
kuow it is true; but | wish yoa could omis it.”

I insisted ; and the next morning, fairly and jostly,
he printed the whole, Bide by side be put an article
of his own, in which be said, *“ We copy in the next
column sn article from Mr, Phillips, and we only
regret the absurd and unfounded statement with
which he concludes it.”” He had kept his promise by
printing the article; he saved his reputation by print-
ing the comment. And that, again, is the inevitable
the essential limitation of the prees in a bli

“Wh , We believe that the of ty
two years given to Alexander Berkman was exeesqive
and out of proportion to the alleged crime said to have
been itted by said Al der Berkman; and

* Whereas, We believe that the punish t inflicted
was largely due to the inflamed minds and passions of
the community at the time of said trial, and also due
in a large measure to vindictive prosecution ; and

* Whereas, We believe that the ends of jastice have
been more than satisfied with the term of eight years’
grimmonz already borne by .‘.lex:ndot Berkman:

0
“ Whereas, That, notwithstanding that the behavior

MADE A DISCOYVERY.

I have made a discovery.- I have discovered that
“‘ reincarnation ” is a fact in nature. ~ Of course this
idea has been promulgated for ages in the East, more-
over, has been ldoptad by Tbeoeophisu in the West,
so that as a d i or a phil hi
theory, there is nothing new about it. Bat lt hu
fallen to the lot of *“yours truly” to discover the
workings of the law and the proof which will place
‘‘ reincarnation ”’ in the category of scientific facts.

Now, not to take up time unnecessarily with the
preamble, I will proceed to my *‘proof.” First, let
me ind the reader of the oft-repeated saying,

of said Alexander Berkman has been exceptionally
good during the years of his imprisonment ; and _

““ Whereas, It has come to our knowledge from re-
liable sources that he is being confined most of the
time in an slmost dark cell, and if such be true the
tendency of such punishment is calculated to lead to
total blindness; therefore be it

“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this conveation
that the incoming National officials and our National
Executive Board members be hereby authorized by
this conveation to immediately petition his excellecy,
the governor of the State of Pennsylvania, and the
State Board of Pardons for the immediate pardoning
and release of said Alexander Berkman; be it further

* Hesolved, That a copy of this r.nolnuou be pab-
lished in the Journa! of the United Mine Workers of
America and also in the great press of our nation.

“ (Bigned.)
“Jous M. Howres,

“J. G. McLavauLs,
*Jos. Comxa,
“Wu. Hawr”

It was moved thai the resolation be adopted as read.
Motion seconded.

Mr. Hont-r—The matter referred to is of too receat
date for me to consume moch of your time in telling
yoa of the incidents that led up to the conviction and
imprisonment of Alexander Berkman in the western
Peansylvania penitentiary. I need not remind you
this morning of how the whole nation was stirred from
center to circamlerence over the dastardly, cowardly
act of the Pinkertons, not ounly for the coaviction of
Alexander Berkman, but of the best men in the United
Btates who dared stand up lor their rights, I want
this convention to-day, by a unanimous vote, to go on
record, no matter whether it is the case of Alexander
Berkman or some other man who sacrifices his liberty,
'hohwllung!owdnn the hardships of a trial and

community. Our institations, floating unanchored
on the shifting surface of popular opinion, cannot
afford to hold back, or to draw forward, a hated quee-
tion, and compel a reluctant public to look at it and to
congider it. Hence, as yon see at once, the moment a
large issue, twenty years ahead of its age, presents
itself to the co: sideration of an empire or of a repub-
lic, just in proportion to the freedom of ita instituti

is the ity of a platform ide of the press, of
polities, and of its church, whereon stand men with no
candidate no elect, with no plan to carry, with no
reputation tostake, with no object but the truth, no
purpose but to tear the question open and let the light
through it. 8o much in pxplnn.ﬁon of a word inﬂ-
nitely hated but an el
which the prog of g0 t has devel-
oped more And more every dly.—Wendell Phillipt.

. Q * o o

EFFORTS MADE TO FREE COMRADE
ALEXANDER BERKMAN.

In a recent convention of Jewish ~Anarchists in
New York, a committee was chosen to find means
and wdyI to have comrade Alexander Berkman re-
leased from imprisonment, which threatens to.de-
stroy his eyesight and health entirely; and the
following is taken from the minutes of the Eleventh
Annual Convention of the United Mine Workers of
America: *:

Mr. Hunter asked leave at this time to mtmdnce
the lation he had referred to some time previously.
The resolution was read by Delegste Hefti and was as
follows :

- *“*To the Representativeg of the Eleventh Anmnl
Convention of the U. M. W. of America: ;

@ WL One Al der Berk:
“year 1892, sentenced to a term of twenty-two y

western Pennsylvania,

the penitentiary of western

Gn.inthe

heaped upon him by the money power of
thhnadmdulh(hmh manner with any man who
earns his bread by the sweat of his brow, I wish I
had time to tell you of what we have had to endure in
our State. When anything is said against the coal
operators they immediately fly to the federal courts
and ask for an inj jon, and the federal courts seem
always ready, eager and willing to grant the injunction.
But God have mercy on the poor minors! You have
only one injunction and that is the muszle of a Win-
chester. Iam sorry to say that I believe to-day the
judieial ermine of this country is stained from its hem
to its collar, and I want you to go on record here
to-day by hkiug immediate action, and then by
ition to his llency, the Governor
of Pennlylvmh. and to the Board ol Pardons of that
for the immediate rel of our brother, Al d

Berkman.

- Mr. McLaughlin—I wish to add a few words to those
of Brother Hunter. We workingmen have had our
eyea opened since the Homestead strike regarding the
true character of the so-called plutocratic government
of the United States. It has ever been that the
federal courts of our country, those who were hired by
the "people, the servants of the people, to deal out
justice to all, have become, instead, courts of injustice
and wrong. The dly d who shot down
the anthracite miners in Pennsylvania were allowed
to go free, but innocent men like Alexander Berkman
were sen&enesd to twenty-two years in prison in
Pennsylvania. - John P. Reese, simply for expressing
his opinion, was Ft. Scott, yet men who shot other
men in the backs were allowed to go free, and sll the
power of the United States govern: was by to
bea# to haye those cowardly d P in P ...'..._ ani

no more, only to ‘ask you ‘to

ug:

“ History repeats itsell.” Now my discovery consists
of the fact that ‘* history”” being a continuous narra-
tive of events, cannot be interpreted correctly apart
from the living personalities, the men and the women,
who have performed the acts, which, when performed,
constitute the events, which being narrated, constiinte
the history. It is true, therelore, not that history
repeats itself, but that those who perform the particu-
lar acta constituting the events which we call ““bistory”
have repeated themselves. An act cannot repeat
itself. It is the actor who repeats himself. This is
wmy discovery ; md hence [ have proved the trath of

‘ reincarnation.”

Bat the reader will want to know how [ came to
make 80 great a discovery. [ do not know why I
shoald he chosen out of all the mass of men t herald
this grand trath to the scientific world; but, as no
theory is of much value nnless it can be given demon-
stration admitting of no other ressomable hypothesis,
I proceed to a narration of my facts, hoping posterity
will honor me, though | realize this materialistic age
will leave me, as the saviors of society have eve~ been
left, ‘& man of sorrows and aequainted with grief.”

Two thonsand years ago Plato said he was simply a
“‘midwife,” savisting at the birth of & great ides.
Now, that is my position exactly, And as there exists
slways, more or less pain intimately asscciated with
“labor,” the reader must not feel surprised if he
already has that “ tired fecling.” But please do not
give way to it  Shake off the lethargy. Take your
Bible and read it now that you have the key by which
to interpret the hitherto hidden mysteries of ““Revela-
tion.” Tbe Bible is a Aistory. The people liviag to-
day are the reincarnated spirits of those whe lived in
the days of David and Solemon. What they are dolng
to Roberts in shutting him out of the United States
Congress, is a repetition of the acts performed by
those same individuals so long ago. History repeats
itself only ir the way that those who have done cerain
narratedthings come again in the flesh and do the
same identical things again. They have debarred
Roberts from Congress for polygamy. They kept Solo-
mon out of the temple for the same reason.

It the intelligent reader will only take the “holy*”
Bible in one hand and the San Francisco Examiner in
the other, and read about the Robert’s case as narrated
firstly in the ‘‘dear old book.” and secondly in the
Examiner issue of January 25 in the year of our Lord
1900, he will not fail to see how “history repeats it-
self,” and, besides, he will have scientific proof of
reincarnation. -

A few difficulties will present themselves. For in-
stance, why is the hero of the story called Roberta? -
Why waa he formerly called Solomon? The difficalty -
is removed when you remember that a ‘‘rose by any
other name smells just as sweet.” Another difficulty,
which completely staggered my mind for a time, lies
in the fact that Solomon, alias Roberts, has dnly three
wives today, if rei tion be true and
history repeats itself, why is it eaid that he had in the
ancient time ‘‘seven hundred wives (pri ), and
three hundred concubines”? (See I Kings, xi: 3.) The
mystery was solved when a spirit voice whispared in
my ear: ‘‘Itisnotaq ion of h ical accu-
racy, but simply a mlttor of ‘Divine Revelation’ and

histor« interpreted in the clear light of the u:ienhﬂe
truth of reincarnation.”

One more thought. I may not be quite corree"
thinking Robertg is Solomon, or Solomon Roberts.
Yon see, ‘‘ there are others,” . For instance the episo
of Roberts may be a mpeuﬁon of the life. of Rehob
|who loved Masdchah, the daughte
tll Inu wives and eoncubinea ;
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The number printed on the wrapper
of your paper shows that zour subscrip-
tion has been paid up to that number.

ONE LITTLE MISTAKE.

A thing which seldom occurs in the
typography of Free Society, but I am
going to turn it to account by illustrating
more fully what I meant. I once heard
Col. Kelso say that when cattle stampe-

ded from their corralls, the herders did ||

not attempt to drive them back, bat got |

upon their horses and riding ahead, led
them back by a circuitous route.  For
several generations the people have heen
stampeding frow the varicas institations
in which they have been penned. But
being somewhal more obwerving Lhan
cattle, their berders could not so easily
lead them back into the old pens;
new onee have been constructed in wh eh
the samne principle has been lnvolved,
bat the form differing from the old. Thas
we have liberal Christianity, and repab-
Thus, where | said

L2

lican governments.
that governments were Lhe same (o fact
the typo wmade me say
snd that was the little
Low Wamssookes

if sot o lorm,
“if sot in power,”’
mistake.

e —

INSPIRED WITH HOPE.

Dear eomrades,—While | am writing
" will tell of some * glimmerings of the
dawn’ in the backwoods of California.

The Tulare County Times, pablished
st Visalis, Calif., is pablishing Olive
Hehreiner’'s masaterpiece of fction ia ser-
isl form. The editor calls atteation to
it in two places containing the fret in-
stalment.
alistic, It is sold in book form by the
publishers of Lacifer and wmany other
liberal baok stores.

In the same paper appears a stalement
from & correspondent 1o the effect that
nobody in his neighborhood is paying
the least attention to the *‘ wide-tire
law.” He winds up by sayieg that it
seews the law will be & dead letter by
common eonsent.

A young married woman here, upon
learning that | was an Anarchist and
“ free lover,’’ ssked me many questions
about it and then inquired for literatare
on the subject. She is now reading
Comrade Gillie’s *‘Pseudo Morals of
Pious Fanatics,” while her hasband is
reading ‘* Victoria Woodbull and Her
Social Freedom,” by Austin Kent.

The world is moving. LA

e S ——

CARNECIE.

The daily papers published without
comment a lecture held by A. Carnegie.
Among other things he said:

‘¢ Poverty is happiness. Poverty is a
necessity and without the same, life
would not be worth living. Poverty is
progress and without it no artist, no in-
ventor nor philantliropists could exist.”
Mr. Carnegie ought to have added:
“Were it not for poverty, no govern-
ment, no blood-sucker nor parasite could
exist.”

But the good Samaritan A. Carnegie,
the multi-millionaire, was not anxious
to t-11 the truth to a Bible class audience.
Now, if it were really true that poverty
is happiness, why.does he not get rid of
all his stolen wealth and live in poverty?
Certainly, Carnegie knew beforehand
that his audience would not dare to ask
-him any such question and eo he talked
TOt. :

Of course he would not have said any
such trash to an Anarchist audience—we
know better; let us, therefore, spread
our doctrines among our fellow slaves

that they may learn to see how they are

The story is strongly ration- |

deceived and robbed on behalf of the|an
capitalistic hydra, and that it depends
on none others but themselves to seize
the ways and means which will enable
them to live comfortably and happy.
New York, N. Y. E. MarTINA.

CLIPPINGS.

In the beginning of thes war in the
Philippines it was current
Aguninaldo had only petween 28,000 and |
30,000 wen in his army. We have kept
tab on Otis’ reports of the heavy losses

of the enewy, and they foot ap 42,000, or |
12,000 more than opposed him, asd, in |

spite of bis 60,000 wen, the Filipinos are
still oecupylng as much ground as they
did when the war began.— Kansan

One wight as well talk of scber drunk-
conees as of civilized warfare —58ir Wil
trid Dawson

The cost of the inglorivas and wicked |

war in the Phuilippines would Lave re-
desmned every acre of arid land in Cali-
tornia—eooagh terrivury W maintaia 15 -
0,00 people ia comwlort. And Lbab
kind of * would bave wade
the close of the ninelecuth cemtary glo-
rioas ‘o bBlstory
tals Leo—when they are aol knaves.—
The Star.

expansion’’

What {ools thene wor-

‘Who fights for England fighis toz
Gond,” singe Alfred Anstin, ** post laare-
ate.” If whis Le true
Was oot atlending W ba loess o S
wgo,
Lasdy’ Lase, snd New Orleans, w0 say

the

| sothing of Majaba Hill, Tugela Kiver,

Modder K.ver, and Colenso.

pey.—Omabs Herald.

The lickspittle press caricalores Lhe
Boers because they are & plain u-avu.
Well, our lathers wete simple launun,
hasters, woodsmen and artissns. Yet
they wrought greatly for libersy—and |
the land waas full of men in their day—
ot purse-proud fools and crawling, ering-
ing oadies.—The Star.

To unreasonable tenants on the Wil-
lism Waldorf Astor property, who might
be disposed to grumble at the recent ad-
vance in rents, it shoald only be neces-
sary to say that Mr. Astor has recently
been subjected to & heavy expense in his
contribution to fit out abattery of quick-
firing guns for the destruction of the
Boers.—Toledo News.

Three hundred thousand women in
London lead lives of shame in order to
escape the pangs of hunger. Tiousands
of men, thousands of children in that
great capital die yearly from lack of de-
cent food. An idle and extravagant
aristocracy lives in gorgeous luxary with-
in rifleshot of unspeakable woe and
want. No wonder the Boers would rath-
er die like men with guns in their hands
and the free sky gbove their heads ‘%
to be ‘‘civilized” after the London
model.—The Star.

The Lettex-Box.

D. M., Boston, Mass.—We were much
Elemd to hear that the comrades are to

ring about a raffle in order to raise a
fund for the purpose of enabling us to
make Free Society an eight page weekly.
We are as anxious to enlarge the plm
anyone of our readers can be, but ng
everlastingly hampered by the lack of
means we did not think it advisable to
do so. Greetings.

F. G., Oshkosh, Wis.—Very well; we
would not be Anarchists if we were ‘‘in-
tolerant toward the ideas of others and
believed in persecuting those who differ
with us” ; but we are and must in-
tolerant when it is suggested to compro-
mise for the sake of gaining adherence

geport that |

" Almighty " |

Trenton, Sway Poial, Yorkiows, |

The indi- |
cations are that Alfred is a paid uux‘

bilit

. Ath d thorough-
bred Anarchists will do more to \mng
about greater freedom than ten th

MEETINGS AND FREE READING ROOMS.
NEW YORK, N.Y.,129 E. 8id St., s open every

half-breeds. A man who proposes
compromise with the 8. L. P. ‘‘for the |
sake of a greater number,” may be hon- |

Anarchist. Punphleu were sent.

C. L., Chicago.—It yoa read thorn-
graph again, you will find that I did not

vocate ‘‘ war and bloodshed.” [ mnply
referred to the bloodshed and atrocities
broaght about by ignorance, capitalism
and government. Will yon inform me
| whipre and when slaves bave obtained
freedom by peacefal methods?

- —

RECEIPYS.

Flease 10 uot nas privale sheexas sor
coscks if you can avold 1L

The salest sad most seceptable manner ol te
millag s by postoMies of ek proes monsy srder.

Suessmlilen, ¥l Farsons,
Ostzoffany, Kobtert, caa e,
tna, cacn e,

Welnhery, Bloen,
Meckeuwn, Maz

BOOHK 1LIsSY.

In lots of lem or mare of cach, Bve-cent
pamphicts Murninhed al ihree ceals.

e “als
Kropotsia

Law sad Asthorisy. By ¥ Kropisia

Asarchist Moreilty. By Feies Kopaisin

The Wags Systcm. HSevoiilonary Guv
srament. By Peter Cropnsia

Abasshism [ Falowophy sadl
Fetar Kroguisin

As Appeal W he Tonay By Cregpotais

Lapmgriaiion, By Peter Krupasia

Bevolutionary Stadies. By P Kregisia

Fusis Commaune. By Peler Kropoisian

Dlsest Astion ve. Lefiaiaiion. By smits

Monogely, or How Labor s Lonted. By
Willtam Morris

| The Bmaactpeilon of Soclsty tram Sovrern-
went. By Daliaa Deyie

Mating or Masrylag, Whish! A Lesson
troms History. The FProbiem of Crimi
salivy. By W H Vea Oraam

| Ennaye on e Souial Froblem. By Henry

[ Histone Rots, By Peter

Liswl By

L

o

Adals

| ¥or Love sad Money. By Lelghion Pagan.
| My Consary Plans, 23 Lois Welsbrooker
A lreatise oo ke sex problem. Clodh.

| Heton Hariaw's Vow By L. Walsbrooker

| Hilda's Home. By Rowa Gesal Cloth 1.
Faper cover .

Wherelore Investigating Company, regn-
lar price S0u, but wille present supply
lasts “they go & ..

The Proletarian Revols, & History of \he
Faris Commune Wl. By G B Beabam,

History of \be Paris Commune ol 1871, By
Lissagery. Cloth.

The Chicage Martyrs; m h-ou
Bpecches of Lhe Eight Aunarchists in
Judge Gary’s Court and Aligeld’s Hea

sons for Pardoning Fieldeu, Neebe and
&l" .....

Moribund ioclcty nnd Aunly By Jean
Grave

Our Worshtp of mmuu Mu @-u—-.
By E. C. Walker SavE AT TS

What the Young Need to Kna' By K.
Walker.

Rivival of

HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNE OF 1871.

Translated from the French of
Lissaaary by 5
Eleanor Marx Aveling.
The above book 1s the most history

L.

1 unh.m. By l. L.'. w

est and sincere, bat he is surely a poor |

Lectures and free discussions every

to Sunday evening.

BOSTON, Mass The Educational Club meets
every fortnight in Caledonia Buflding, 4
Elliot Bt.

| BT. LOUIS, Mo. The Debating Cilub meeta
every first and hird Wednesday at 8 p. m., N
| E.cor. 9th & Clark Ave. Everybody »elcome.

CHICAGO, 11l. Socia! Selence Club meets
every 3unday at 3 p. m. in 913 Masonic Temple.

NEW YORK,N. Y. The French Club meets
every Wednesday evening st 20 Haneock 5t

PHILADELFHIA, PA. The German Slagiuy
Cilub meets every Thursday evenming atthe 8
£ coroer 34 and Brown Sis.

" MORIBUND SOGIETY
AND ANARCHY.

Traoslated from the Freach of
Jeaw Gmavs
By Vorraimiss ps Crsvss.

Price <8 Cents.
5 copien §1 00 1) copies $1.50
Send orders w FREE SOCIETY.

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS.

@

The Famous Specces of e Righa
Asacchisia s Counr.

BE—
e ¥
lh‘..’-t-.“-.-.b.

This ook containe & Bailione plotase ol
s cighs comeades aad one of e mosumens
wncted o Weldhetm semetery W e Bemory
ot Uidee od by Be go Tais s
e best edilion of ie Mok ever prinied. IS
containg U8 puges

Price 28 Cents.

A a

A"PHYSICIAN
N TR ‘}{QUSE

A NEw
Family Medical Work,

IT I3 THE BEST MEDIGAL 300K Fom
THE SOME YET PRODUGED.

BY
ll.l.l.m

It has 16 eolond

| lates show
| different p.m or -
|

the human

This book is up md-lon every pardiculaz.
It will save you doctor bills. It tells you how
to cure yourselt by simple sad harmiess
The book recommends Ne
It teaches

with Nature's laws. Itdoes met endorse dan-
gerous ts with the " Kuife
It teaches how Lo save Health snd Life by safe
methods, It is entirely free from technical
rubbish. It teaches Prevemtliom—that it is
better to know how to live and Aveld disease
than to take any medicine as a cure.

It teaches how Typheld and other Fevers
can be both Prevented and Cared It xives
the best known treatment !ot La @Grippe,

ria ,Latarrh,Co
md every other disease. Tnis book isNetan
and has No Medicine to sell.

of the Commune of 1871. and should be in every
library of the student of revolutionary move-
ments. The book contains 500 pages, bound in
cloth. We have made arrangements with the
publishers and are enabled to mail the book
postpald for

785 cents.
Send your orders to FREE SOCIETY.

l& uu- you how to live that you may Prelong
life. It Opposes medical fads of all kinds and
makes ‘War on
and the use of anti-toxine. Ithas hundreds ot
excellent recipes for the cure of the various
The onp 'y
1s worth its weight ln Gold to women. It has
alarge of The
“Care of Children” is something every mother
ought to read. It teaches the value of Afr
and Water as medicines. This

¥
weekly. Four laige pages. $2 per year.
dress; 69 Gold 8t., New York, N. Y.

Mother of P . A weekly
advcoate of Anarchism, Price 50 cents per
year. Address: Discontent, Lake Bay, Wash, |

Lucifer, the Light-Bearer. Weekly eight
z:n. $1 per year. m-pnw:lvunntu

Ad-

need
Msnupumluvﬂu,ml.mmn 507

book cannot fail to please you. If you are
looking for Health by the safest and easiest
means, do not Delay Getting The Beok: -

Thln book is printod in clear 1:yp‘oi ol:
cloth with goldplentten It has 800 Octa- -
Vo pages.

PRWB “JF.

Carroll ave. ch!nuo.

Sema m«-n mnooni.




