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DUTY.

Duty is but the power to do.

Who feels the need and conscious is of power

Must rise to act,

With not one thought but that occasion leads the way
And I am strong.

There is no skill that does not bind to use.
Imust beall I am in all I do;

Bo flowers the plant,

Bo stars in heaven are bright,

8o seasons circle on,

80 life ascends.

The power within must full expression gain;
Such is the need supreme, the law of life.

Each must be free to live in truth unto himself;
No fear to check,
No gain to lure him on,
His mind unbought,
Each act his very own without reserve,—
And =0, and to the end, will life advance.
‘Alcott P. O., Denver, Colo. VICTOR E, BOUTHWORTH.
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REALLY NIGE PEOPLE ARE ALL ANARCHISTS.

It may not have occurred to you that all the
really nice people you know—the people whose so-
ciety truly refreshes you, whom you seek out with
some eagerness, whose absence you sincerely miss,
whose conversation —delights you and goes to the
right spot—the people who have initiative, who are
original, whose praise praises, whose criticism illu-

. minates, whose rebuke discredits—the people who
possess vitality, spiritual if not nlno physical, who
have a sense of humor, who do not. get discouxaged,

~who a0 nob, gob soarea—all the g mﬁsuwus and
juicy and hearty fellows, in short, and the women
corresponding with them—it may not have occur-
red to you, 1 say, or you may not have happened to
discover the fact that they are always Anarchists.
You may not have discovered the fact, and of
course the persons in question themselves may not
have discovered it—may not have formulated it to
themselvesin so many words. Persons of that genius
are not accustomed to bother about accounting for
or analyzing themselves; but they leave that to their
Dbiographers and enemies. But if you bring the
conversation down to first principles, going back
4rom one thing to another until you reach the early
ideas, you will always find that your delightful, ami-
able, benevolent, easy-going friend is at heart an-
archic; that he believes in obeying no laws; that

‘he desires absolute freedom to do as he pleases, and

that he is convinced that on no other terms can the

‘human race be happy or realize its millennium. You

heart and brains. There are numerous-creatures
calling themselves Anarchists who have no more
right to the august title than you have to enjoy civil
rights in the planet Mars. These creatures are prone
to assemble in beer saloons, to wear their hair and
beards unkempt, and to plot and occasionally to do
cowardly acts of violence and disorder. These are
not genuine Anarchists, but bogus. True Anarchy
begins at home; the man denounces the outward
restraints of law, because the law is written in his
own heart, and he obeys it unflinchingly. He does
not want chaos, and will tolerate it far less than
will many of the professing exponents of legality.
This law in his heart is love, charity, disinteresten-
nesg, generosity, unselfishness. By appealing to his
good nature or mercy you may get almost anything
out of him; it is only when you assume to hector
and domineer that you find yourself in trouble with
him, and very serious trouble, too. It is also char-
acteristic. of him that he will fight for the rights of
others more stubbornly than for his own; will fight
for his own, indeed, only as he is the representative
of others or of the oppressed in general. And he
does mnot fight you personaily or as in individual,
but only in so far as you embody the abstract prin-
ciple of oppression. For the Anarchist loves all
men as ardently as'he hatesall evil; he distinguishes
between the evil and its subject as does a doctor
between the disease and the patient; and his effort
is always to expel the evil, not.so destroy the vietim
of it. Whether true Anarchists believe in God I
cannot affirm; perbaps not, since the idea of God
has been so much believed by commentators and

the orthodox......
R I

Prince Kropotkin, descendant of one of the oldest
and most illiberal Russian noble families, is an An-
archist, and his book, “ Memoirs of a Revolutionist,”
just published by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., tells all
about it. It is the best and most important book
of the last twelve months at least; perhaps of many
more months than that. ‘We all of us should read
it; not that doing so involves any hardship, for it
is one of the most absorbing and fascinating books
of the day; better than Richard Carvel or Janice
Meredith in whatever respects those books are good,
end better than other current biographies, because
the subject of this book is so much more human
and significant than all but one man out of ten
th d who get their lives written. But the best.

will be able to draw from him the most appalling
diatribes against all organized human- authority;
“you will hear him explain all mortal troubles and
disasters as the result of man-attempting to rule
-~ man. He will play the bull to the red ragsof lawand
order. He isnot to be app d with D acy or
Republicanism or State Soéialism or centralization
of any sort or degree; but there must be Anarchy
pure and simple, and the eternal impossibility of
any human being assuming control in the slightest
degree the liberty of any other. One concesssion
only may he be induced to make; you present to
him the case of the solitary pioneer and radical sit-
&mgnmghtbyhnﬁmmﬁhe wilderness, and along
d and solitary and sits down

on the other side. “‘Get ont of here,” says the owner
of the fire. “How's that?” returns the other.
“Haven’s I the right to sit by this fire if I want to?”
“Yes,” the other answers, “unicss you interfere

your Anarehist nod spproval to thas seatimsent.

with my right to sit by it slone.” Yoo may get}

reason for reading it is that it will give you much

and widen your knowledge; it will lead you to won-
der whether after all things as they are, even in this
devine republic of ours, might not be a little im-
proved. Kropotkin is the most delightful compan-
jon imaginable; he is so good, so naive, so trathful,
80 amiable, so loving and gentile, and withal he has
such prodigious erndition; not merely, or perhaps
mostly, the erudition that is derived from books,

things, from the strange and moving advantures
through which he has passed, from the persons
all degrees that he has known, from the ozare
Russiadown or up, from the unexplored lands which
he has traverséd; from the harrowing jmprison-
ments which nmwwmmu

3 uunnﬁh“ words, To be sz

to think about which will improve your intelligence {

but that which comes from experienee of men and |

notice as you read that by changing a few names
and external circumstances the abuses which he
points out in the despotic government of Russia are
flourishing quite actively here in the United States
and appear in many cases far more unlikely to be
removed because we have no single czar or acknowl-
edged nobility upon him which to visit our dis-
pleasure, Moreover, there are no signs in:this coun-
try of the existence of an immense body of people,
born to wealth and endowed with intellect, who
would abandon all that makes life agreeable for the
sake of the people; who will go to the people, and
live and work with and for them, spending their
entire lives in 8o doing and committing to their
children the heritage of the cause. There are as yet
no symptoms among us of any such whole-hearted
devotion to humanity. We give charity balls and
go home afterwards in our carriages; but the Rus-
sion Nihilists worked early and late and slept hard
and ate .starvation fare, not because they had to,
but because they would not live more luxuriously
than the poor peopls whom they were instructing
and helping; who would not believe in the sincerity
of their self immolation unless it was guaranteed
by such external, palpable proofs. There is no such
thing in Russia as the worship of money and of
money-makers that exists in free America; you may
hope to get rid of despotism in a country where
there is but one czar and his legitimate successors,
but there is less hope in assountry where everybody
is & czar in his small or great way or is aiming to
become one and wishes to destroy the other czars
only in order to aggrandize himself. Kropotkin
draws no such invidious distinctions, but after you
studied him you may find yourself speculating on
your own account.—Julian Hawthome, in Denver
Post.
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EFFORTS TO ENLARGE FREE SOCIETY.

Being anxious to see Free Society come out again
a8 an eight page publication, the comrades here in -
Boston are making arrangements for a grand
-« FAIR in-ordef to raise a fund for the purpose-of -
enlarging the paper.

Recently we made the fact known i m the French
Anarchist papers with the ‘result that even our
comrades in Paris, France, have promised to send
us artistic articles as “contributions for the’ pré;ecte’d
affair to raixe the y y. Some d
comrades of the United States, with whom ‘we hap-~—
pen to be acquainted, have also enoonraged our -

44,

efforts by offering their aid. But, to be successful,
we need the co operation of all sympathizers of Free
Society and therefore cordially request those that
are interested in our undertaking to send us their
addresses that we may communicate with t.hem con-
cerning the details of the fair. Write to D. Mikol, 3
16 Elm 8t., Chelsea, Mass., or K. A. Snellenberg,
9 Imdsdowna St., Boston, lhu
o o o 0 0
For New Y«
The friend and agent of Free

ty.

fund for enlarging Free Society, and therefore
asks the comrades h“ﬂpblﬂ‘ﬁt
nﬁiﬁm
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A.lnul%u —A soelal theory which regards the union of order
th the absence of all direct government of man by man as the
political ideal;: absolute individual liberty.—Century Diction:

with him. He says that because & man takes his fam-
ily to the circus once or twice a year, he lays nothing
by for & rainy day. It must be ‘“good salar'es’” that
cannot stand so slight a drain! To crown his insult,
he blames the workingman for getting out of work,
and for hard times! A man go coarsely ignorant of
economics should at least have the grace to veil his

" | heartlessness and lack of sympathy for the masses

under the cloak of silence. Yet some clergymen won-
der why social reformers antagonize the Church, and

ary. [ why the Church has lost its hold on the workingman!

Itis b of just such men as Mr, Harrison, who

A LETTER TO A PREACHER.

While visiting St. Louis on wmy present tour, I
was made aware, through the press, of the presence
in town of the “Reverend” Thomas Harrison, a
revivalist who was having much success in inducing
hysteria according to the regulation religious
method. He was preaching in the Centenary
Methodist Church, the pastor of which placed bim-
self on record i the press in an extravagent eulogy
of the “ great evangelist.” It is to this pastor that
my letter is addressed, dealing with him from his
own standpoint. Should he reply, the main ques-
tion will be raised. The following extract from a
published discourse of Harrison, together with a
newspaper notice of an auction of pews in another
Methodist Church, served as the basis of my letter.
A more arrogant insult to the working classes was
never uttered, than in these words of the clerical
slanderer Harrison.

“How can I get the best things of life? God will
not withhold any good thing from those who are
clean of hand and pure of heart. -

“Many of you have pains and aches, and you de-
gerve them. You have not been living right. You
have not been taking the right kind of exercise;
you have not been eating the right kind of food.
You have brought your own pains and aches upon
yourselves. Many of you are ignorant, and it is
your own fault, for you have not studied and ob-
gerved. Many of you are poor, and with the most
of those in that condition, the blame is all on them.
They have not been frugal, industrious and tem-
perate.

“ At Trenton, N. J., recently, I was overwhelmed
by observing the poverty that was prevalent among
first class workmen. They had been working for
years at good salaries, but when hard times came,
they lost their jobs. None of them had anything
for a rainy day. While they had been at work and
making money, whenever a circus would come to
town, each man would take his wife and six chil-
dren. When he got out of work he blamed every-
body, but himself, while he was to blame for it all.
George W. Childs owed his success to the fact that
he was frugal, industrious, and temperate.”

Such a fellow as the author of the above tissue of
falsehoods was of course unworthy of a direct reply;
but to the preacher who endorsed him, I sent the
following letter, which comrades to whom it was
shown have requested me to copy for Free Society.

Rev. J. H. Young, B

1

fawn on the rich, and sneer at the poor, yet go without
rebuke from their fellow preachers.

If you conceive of what you call conversion as an
emotional process, due to a fear of being damned
unless they experience it, beginning with a sense of
self-humiliation, and ¢ulminating in the profession of
belief ‘n certain dogmas and in joining a certain organ-
ization, for the purpose of going through prescribed
forms at certain intervals, then I grant that Mr. Har-
rison may be doing a great work. But if Christianity
has any connection with social justice, he desurves less
praise.

Mr. Harrison and the Apostle James would differ on
many points, notably as to the *rich man’’ by whom
the * wages of their labor is kept back by fraud,” and
would sympathize more with the Pharisees (the Rocke-
fellers, Childs, and Carnegies of that day) who *‘de-
vour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long
prayers,” than with the master who rebuked them,
and who had only words of love and kindness for the
poor, the toilers, and even the outcasts of his day.
Have *‘ the Churches killed their Christ?”’

“ Have ye founded your thrones and altars then
On the bodies and blood of living men?

And think ye that dwelling can endure,

Which shelters the noble, and crushes the poor?"’

Agk yourself in the quiet of your own conscience,
whether in the eagerness for many apparent *‘ conver-
sions,” the Charch is not in danger of forgetting her
social gospel, the real work of the Lord, ‘‘to loosen
them that are bound ; to proclaim liberty through all
the land, to all the inhabitants thereof; to let the
oppressed go free; and that ye break every yoke.”
Read again this other enclosed clipping, the ‘‘sale of
pews!” *The competition for seats!’”’ In the name
of him who drove the money changers from the temple !
Read james ag in; and teii me what that apostle
would say to the Churches of today, which ‘‘ have re-
gard [I quote from memory] to him that is clad in fine
‘raimant,’”’ and has the longest parse. The best seats
for the rich, of course, in the name of him who preach-
ed for the poor! *“The common people heard him
gladly;”’ the rulers and the wealthy respectable class
hated and crucified him. Yet the Church of today is
on its knees to the rulers, capitalists, and Pharisees,
and preaches to the common people the duty of sub-
mitting to injustice and oppression, and cultivating all
the slave virtues. A noble gospel that!

Pardon my frankness. I hardly know why I have
written this, which you will doubtless ignore. But as
I am traveling through the country in behalf of social
freedom, and economic justice, I cannot keep silence
when the powerful voice of the Church is raised in be-
half of the classes, against the people ' Should you
feel that a brief cor oudence might lead to a better
conception of the truth by one or both of us, I shall be
pleased to hear from you, and show entire courtesy in
di You may address me care of Carl Nold,

Dear Sir:—The three d clip-
pings from St. Louis daily newspapers lead me to write
to you, although perhape to no effect. While years
ago compelled by conviction to sever my connection
with the Christian Church, I do not feel toward it a
spirit of virnlent hatred, but would gladly welcome its
cooperation whenever that can be secured in the work
of establishing the principles of brotherhood and jus-
tiee in social life. But such men as Mr. Harrison, and
the attitude you take in endorsing him, tend'to destroy
all hopes of expecting to find the Church on the side
of humanity. Does not Mr. Harrison know, do not
you know, that the fonndations of the great fortunes
of today are laid by the monopolization of natural re-
soarcee, snd that frugality, industry, and temperance
sre wholly insuff t to save many an honest and
able workingman | I never read & more
eruel and heartlese siander agsinet the working classes

o poverty?

110 8. 16th St., St. Louis, Mo., and all letters will be
promptly forwnrded. Sincerely yours,.
Jaues F. MorTtoN, JR.
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‘*STIMULATING” A CRITIC.

Because 1 deprecated the indiscriminate abuse by
Arnarchists of all members of the legal profession,
2 e Streitfinds his naturally ‘‘lethargic feelings” |
aroused, and proceeds to fire off his little gun at me, |
evidently in the hope that I will administer anotber |
| “stimulant” by way of reply. I do not consider dis- ,
cussions of a personal natore of any value, but am al-|
ways ready to oblige a friend by stimulating his natur-
ally dull wits, and [ will make no exception of Streit.

The comrade says my criticiem of 8. D, in defense of
Heary Cobeén is nothing but sophistry. [ beg to re-

than the eaclosed utterances of Mr Harsrison. He'mind him that there is a style of disenseion, with
bas Dot & Woerd 40 ey sgsinst the i'le rieh, and the which be seeme very familiar, which does not even
seifish (fves they lead ; as Be imputes it 48 & crime W | rige 1o the dignity of sophistical srgument. Puch sal-

e wortagmas, f e lsller cocks o reiicve e dall
prmitine of ladly il oA e digheet lectewiion, sad
Hacd &G SGad G Wisfen Gz BALLT W aliass ie plaaeiise

mauliersione s Slreil ndnlges o generaily arise from
& aarraw sad prejadiced mind. The wman swayed sad
waspuwst 5F preiidics s wiaily sl W pass apon she

'as Anarchists sitting on juries.

merits of any case. This is not only good logic but is
recognized ethics the world over. My morals, what-
ever they may be, are my own, and provided they do
not lead me into the offense of invading the liberty of
my fellow beings they areé not likely to prove very
detri tal. Streit’s criticism of my article in Free
Society is remarkable for but one thing: it shows that
even an Anarchist’s prejudice: may be stimulated to
aroase him to say some very foolish things.

My critic says, ‘I have never yet heard of an An-
archist who desired Anarchist jury, judge or justice.”
This confession of ignorance of the teachings of a rec-
ognized school of Anarchists doubly unfits Streit from
intelligently discussing the ethics of Anarchism. Per-
haps it would be uncharitable to turn him over to the
tender mercies of Tucker, Yarros, Cohen or any of the
well informed Anarchists of the commercial school
who have so often written on Anarchist jurisprudence.
Comrade Streit says *‘ Anarchist judges and justices
are an impossibility.” This is bare assertion, which is
not supported by either proof or evidence. Until it is
so supported it is not worth a moment’s consideration.

Comrade Streit says he cannot conceive of a lawyer
being an Anarchist when Anarchism repudiates- all
laws and government. Very well; Anarchism also
repudiates all commercialism based on interest and
profit; does my critic know of any Anarchist who is
engaged in the husiness of commercialism? Anarch-
ism also repudiates all wage slavery; can my critic
conceive of a wage slave being an Anarchist? The fact
of the matter is that there are Anarchists in every
walk of life, and it is a mistake to set aside a particular
profession or trade as too degrading for Anarchists to
be engaged in. Truere are several good lawyers in the
United States who are confessed Anarchists, and the
chief justice of a State Supreme Court is strongly tinc-
tured with Anarchistic sentiment. Why, I knew of
an Anarchist in Illinois who afterward went to Wis-
conein and became the keeper oi a public house .of
prostitution, and I never heard that he was any the
less an Anarchist for doing so.

Whnbaver may be said to the contrsry, it is a fact
that Anarchists often do appeal to the law to settle
their differences, and many Anarchists (at least they
call themselves Anarchists) sit on juries. When prac-
ticing law in Illinois & comrade engaged me to procure
a divorce from his wife. Every Anarchist'in Chicago *
knows that some of the most prominent Anarchists
there have appealed to the courts, not once but many
times. In this city I could name several Anarchists
who have done the same, and others who haved served
on juries. I am aware that a great deal of sentiment -
has been worked up over Anarchists refusing to per-
form jury service. This, in the very nature of the
cese is made a matter of publicity, and is no doubt a.
good method of propaganda. Bat is it not an open
question whether more valuable resulte may be not
obtained by an Anarchist serving on a jury and serv-
ing some poor fellow in trouble, perhaps a fellow radi-
cal, at the same time? Let me state a hypothetical
case. Suppose a comrade, a conscientious believer in’
the propaganda by deed, gets into trouble and is ar-
rested. Among the tailsman summoned to serve on
the jury before whom he is to be tried are five good
Anarchists. Would our Anarchist prisoner rather
have these men refuse to sit the jury because they
were Anarchists, or serve and attempt to clear him, or
at least to cause a disagreement of the jury! To bring
the case home let us suppose Comrade Streit to be the
prisoner in quedtion! . I reiterate my former statement
that it would be a very good thing for all Anarchists if
there were many Anarchist judges and lawyers as well
The contention that
no Anarchist counld eonscientiously serve on a jury or
permit himself ta be elected a judge or appointed a
justi. e of the peace is a matter of opinion, and opens
up the whole question of Aparchist ethics and tactics.
Some maintain that Anarchists should always, under
all circumstances, conform to the present prescribed
rules of morality; that they should be always open in
fighting the enemy; that they shouald never practice
Jesuitical methids, not even when the best of reeults
could be obtained. Others, among whom was the
great Baknnin, hold that in the war sgainst existing
institntions all methods are justifiable ; that open war-
fare against ag enemy so powerfal and foll of resources
as the capitalists is simply battiog one’s bead againast
@ stope wall ; that in the end the secrel, cantious, can~
sing work of the wily conapirstor Is lar more effective
than open warfare, sad that the nndermining process
o propegaads & casier sad will sccomplish morve
sgwines wieh leerfnl odds then e Saliering M
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method.” Both “theories have their advocates, and
much ¢ n be said in favor of both, The Anarchist
who studies law and seeks to use the machinery of the
law, whether as attorney, justice or judge, for the pur-
pose of fighting invagive government simply a ms to
fight the enemy with his own weapons. Surely he is
better equipped for such a purpose than the man who
is ignorant of the law and refuses to make use of the
weapons within his reach.

Comrade Streit wants to know how often my *‘ hon-
est and sincere desire to obtain justice in the courts
for the wage workers was crowned with su-cess.”
Spare my blushes. Truth and candor compel me to
say that I never really lost a case. Many a poor devil
whom I knew to be ‘‘ guilty *’ have I eaved from a long
term in the penitentiary, by processes known to most
criminal lawyers; and I really took a diabolical delight
in worsting the State in the game of craft and in sav-
ing poor unfortunates from its cruel grasp. And per-
haps I ought to add that I never received a dollar for
these services, although 1 have plenty of promisory
notes still in my possession. After all, was I any the
lese an Anarchiget, and a good Anarchist, because I did
this?

I hope the above ‘‘stimulant’’ will serve to make
Comrade Streit more thoughtful, broad-minded and
generous, and lees prone to air his prejudices in public.
Intolerance is a relic of barbarism and the time when
honest people were burned at the stake for expressing
their opinions. Anarchists above all other people
should be tolerant toward one another.

Denver, Colo. WiLLiam HoLmes,

® & o o o

A STRONG STIMULANT.

It seems that comrade R. Streit had a big dose of a
strong stimulant, which waked his *‘lethargic feelings”
80 much that he makee a rather harsh criticism of
comrade Wm. Holme’s article of ‘“‘Lawyers and Sich”
in a previous nomber of Free Society. He considers
it a “‘damaging admission on the part of Holmes not
to see the inconsistency” of asking, ‘‘Why a person
cannot be a good Anarchist because he practices law.”
For my part I cannot eee the damaging part of the
admigsion,

Comrade Holmes has been in the movement too
long and suffered too much for the cause to be called
in question, that is, to have his motive called in ques-
tion eimply because of his opinions, without calling
forth a protest. Comrade Holmes has a right to his

opinions, and, being one of the noblest workers in our |-

ranks, it is not just to class him with Cohen, and speak
of looking on him with suspicion simply because he
may seem inconsistent to some one.

Then, too, if it is inconsistent to practice law, is it
not equally so to work for wages, pay taxes, buy or
gell? Anarchism repudiates all of these. Every time
you buy a glass of beer, a drink of liquor, or of wine, a
piece of tobacco, or a package of chewing gum, you pay
a direct tax to the government. Is the comrade who
criticizes the inconsitency in Comrade Holmes willing
to let all these things—and a thousand others—alone

"in order to be consistent?

Oh, that horrible bogie of inconsistency! That, my
dear comrade, is a question every one must determine
for himgelf. We must all be inconsistent in order to
exist in the present society, and it remains for each
one to determine when, where and how he can come
nearest living up to his ideal. That is the best he can

in occupations that will have no place in an Anarchict |
society, thue creating dis ensions where unity should
prevail.

Let us be reasonable. When one amongst us can
show how we can live absolutely consistent lives in the
present society, I will be glad to hear from him or her.
Until then let us be content to live as near our ideal
a8 we can, not being too insistent on others toeing the
mark we have drawn for ourselves. HEeNRY ADDIS.

® & o o o

ENGLISH SPEAKERS.

In No. 11 of Free Society Comrade Holmes, in his
‘‘Notes and Comments,” makes a slight attack upon a
plan of the Boston comrades to have an Engligh com-
rade put in the field here as a propagandist. The
suggestion was not exactly mine, but the outcome of a
long-felt want among the comrades here generally. In
a private letter to Free Society’s editor I happened to
speak about it, and go it occurred that that part of the
letter was quoted and published.

I am glad to see that Comrade Holmes also feels the
necesgity of having a capable speaker in the field, and
to keep him alive while agiuning, we certainly ought
to do something.

That all attempts to put a radical speaker in the field
and keep him there by * promise’’ of liberal support
will come to naught I aleo fear, and because of this
very fear, we proposed a plan by which no promise
was to be relied upon. We started a fund and antici-
pated that those comrades who favor this particular
line of propaganda would do likewise, and not take
any action in the matter until cash was on hand suffi-
cient to guarantee such a propagandist a *‘living
wage ’’ for, let us say, one year.

It is true, we have women agitators, two in all.
Their good and able qualities are nnquestionable, but
should we leave the agitation entirely to their efforts?
Would they stand the strain? Besides, one of them
has left us fogan indefinite time, so there remains one
for the present.

- If it is & fact that in this great country we have suffi-
cient material from which to choose, as Comrade
Holmes says, I am sorry to say that it has never been
disclosed to me. Oa the contrary, it has always ap-
peared to me that the material from which to cut Eng-
lish speaking propagandists was so discouragingly limi-
ted, that, for at least two years, the work of agitation
here in the east has almost exclusively been carried
on by our two women propagandists.

Now, if there are 8o many able propagandiss in our
ranks, why do they not come to the front? Is it be-
cause of this living wage? I think they should show
themselves first before they expect any moral and
financial support from the comrades at large.

‘What pains me, however, in Comrade Holmes’ com-
ment, is to see him drawing a line between * England
or any other country’ and the United States. I
always thought that Anarchists did not recognize arti-
ficial and political boundaries; that we divided the
world between exploiters and exploited, but after
reading this sentence I felt really as if some patriotic

‘shown in m; best light, and the writer received a faint
conception why'this man ‘was persecuted’ and impris-
oned in all the German speaking countries of Europe.
His i d, fiery d of the p
injustice and oppression were too dangerous Ior the
continuance of the existing robber system.

A meeting had been arranged for Friday evening,
but when we were notified that Comrade Most could
not reach us in time, comrade Henry Addis delivered
an address in order not to disappoint the audience en-
tirely. To our surprise not a single person left the
hall when informed that John Most could not be with
us, but al: geemed to be anxious to learn something of
this new doctrine, whose advocates have disturbed the
peace of mind of the rulers and legalized robbers all
over the world. A debate which followed the lecture
helped to clear away—to a considerable extent—many
of the prejudices and erroneous ideas regarding our
principles. A State Socialist and Single Taxer, whose
wandering remarks consumed considerable time, re-
ceived such a complete refutation of their unfounded
assertions that they were completely squashed, to the
evident enjoyment of the andience.

Of course since the meeting is over a person can hear
any amount of criticism about our veteran comrade
John Most. One complains about the severe attack
on religion, others say the same about the State, and
all of these carping critioflsay he is too blant and out-
spoken. Evidently, in order not to hurt the sensitive
souls of these pseudo-radicals, he ehould roll up his
ideas in homeopathic pills and give them an allopa-
thic coating of sugar and honey. These people have
been petted and patted so much by scheming poli-
ticians that the naked truth forcibly expressed has
become abhorrent to them. But happily such are in
the minority, and the great majority is pleased to hear
for once plain words and undisguised facts fearlessly
expressed.

May our comrade, who has labored so long for the
success of our cause, he with us for many years, is the
earnest wish of all his admirers, including the writer.

~ Caas. DogrING.
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EMMA COLDMAN IN DUNDEE, SCOTLAND.

The progress of opr ‘‘indefatigable Emma,” ag re-
ported in Free Society, during her tour through the
States last summer, was followed with deep interest
by all the comrades here; and when it was announced
in the col of Free S y that ghe i ded to
visit Britain, we made up our mmds that, blow high,
blow low, we should have her through to Dundee.

January 21 we saw our wish realized. She traveled
from London to Glasgow on the 19th, delivered a lec-
ture there and came on to Dundee next evening. Two
meetings were advertized, and it was at one time feared
that the first would have to be declared off, owing to a
sudden disagreeable change in the weather—a common
occurrence here—but a sufficient number turned up to
allow of the business proceeding. -The ‘‘powers that
be” were represented by two detectives, who came in
trying not to look ashamed of themselves. To mark
our appreciation of this compliment, I presented each

+

microbes had entered my lungs. If Comrade H

is justified in drawing the line across the ocean, others

are gqually justified in drawing it across the Missis-

sippi river or any State boundary.
Preferable it would certainly be if every Statg, svery

city, every street, nay, every house had its own agita-

tor and propagandist. In that case it would surely be

do. It is not for any of us to say wherein another may
or may not be inconsistent, for that is i Y,

s

y to send to England for one, but equally

but- to reduce or own inconsistency to the minimum.
How best to do this, is again an individual question.

Vo.untnry co-operation may reduce the inconsistency:
of wage working. Frequent moves may lessen the in-
congistency of rent paying, and so on, but circum-
stances and our immediate snrroundings play a part
in all these transactions. >

“True Anarchiists will settle differences more justly
amongst themselves,”” perhaps, but when one of the
parties is not Anarchist and tries to beat an Anarchist
out of a month’s wages, what then? I went to law
and got my wages, and will do it again if I have to.
Nor do I consider myself any the less an Anarchist.
Must I suffer, and canse those dependent upon me to
suffer, rather than go to law, when some sconndrel
tries to rob me of that portion d my earnings he
promised as wages?

On that we could be broad-minded enough to see
the foily of expecting consistency when it is an impos-
eibility, and of contrasting acts and theories in the
yu.nxlddy with what we expect in Annby(

1z is not wise 1 sneer at others b they

y to get one from Denver or any other out-

with a copy of Frae Society.

G faced her discourse on * Au-
thonty V8. leerty 44 wu.h a witty )oka on “God,” the
church-goers and the weather, which at once put her
on good terms with the andience. — The lecture was -
very well received, the applause being frequent and
hearty. Bt it was in the debate which followed that
our coomrade showed to best ad No opp
once answered, d a rejoind

of-the-way place, with this distinction : that if B
was to send the invitation, the Englishman would
likely come cheaper than the Denver man.

Boston. K.A. 8.
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MOST IN PORTLAND.

Comrade John Most spoke in this city Baturday eve,
Feb. 3. Through the ene getic effort of a few inter-|.
eeted comrades and the fairness of the local paper the
Theeting was the most successful eve!.held in this city.
There were nearly 800 P t who li d
with earnest attention to lhe explanation of the aims
and objects of Anarchy ; the frequefit applanse showed
how well the audience agreed with the most radical
views advanced by the speaker.

The sgitation carried on by the old Firebrand group
in former years, has evidently borne its fruis, for all
ehnu entertain at least a tolerance toward our ideas,

'_— K in other g
Inded the “‘—'ﬂblM

-

mtmh-ﬂdhﬁwﬁﬁm

After the meeting, t.hme of the commdea, Fraser,
Towns,, and the writer, accompanied Emma to her
hotel, and had tea with her, passing a very pleasant;,
hour and & half. The weather cleared in the interval,
and when we returned to the hall, the people were"
cmwding in. It was packed by 6:3), and they kept
coming in for some time after. b

The subject chosen for the second meetmg wu,
“The Aim of Hu ,”’ and our
herself in the same lplendld manner as before, both in
the lecture and the dedate.

A quantity of literature was sold at each meeting.
We look upon the affair as quite an event, and believe
it will give the cause a * boost” in our locality.
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JOHN MOST IN DENVER.

The Labor Lyceum of this city was filled with a crowd
numbering fully four hundred persons on Saturday
evening, Jan. 10, attracted by the announcement that
the famous Anarchist, John Most, wounld speak; but a
telegram from Salt Lake had been received announcing
his unavoidable delay, and instead of arriving Friday,
as was expected, he did not reach the city until late
Saturday night. Meanwhile our good comrade Victor
E. Southworth had been requested to take the place
of the advertised speaker, which he consented to do.
Comrade Southworth took for his theme, ‘‘Anarch-
ism,” and spoke eloquently, forcibly, and logically for
over an hour on the ethical phase of the subject, his
large audience listening with the closest attention and
frequently interrupting him with applause. Comrade
Bouthworth planted himself fairly and squarely as an
advocate of Anarchism, and expressed himself through-
out with much feeling. Some of the ‘rilliant lights of
the S. L. P. were present and attemptsd to criticize
the speaker, but he replied to them snd easily an-
swered their criticisms, turning their ridicule against
themselves. The writer, being called upon, spoke
briefly upon the economic aspect of Anarchism.

On Bunday afternoon, the hall was again filled to
overflowing with an attentive audience. Comrade
Bouthworth occupied the clir, and introdoced the
speaker of the day, our old comrade John Most. In
his introductory remarks the chairman referred to the
archaic condition of affairs in Kentucky, and branded
as malicions and false the statements in the capitalis-
tic press that Anarchy prevailed in that over-governed
State. He showed conclugively that Anarchy was op-
posed to invasive force and violence of every kind.
Anarchism is not to be found in the back alleys or
slums. The greatest and best men have been and are
Anarchists, and he referred to Emerson, Thorean, Walt
Whitman, Kropotkin, William Morris and others. He
eoncluded by reading from a remarkable article which
appeared that Morning in the Denver Post, written by
Julian Hawthorne, the heading of which reads in part,
‘*‘ Really Nice People Are All Anarchists.” (This arti-
cle appears en page one of this issue.) Comrade
Southworth also referred very feelingly to the late
Myron W, Reed, the celebrated reform preacher of this
city, quoting a number of his sayings bearing upon the
liberty of the individoal.

Comrade Most, who was evidently laboring under
great physical disability, opened his addrees with an
apology for his failure to appear on the evening before,
and for any shortcomings which might be apparent in
the talk he was ahout to give th-m. He declared him-
self an Anarchist and revolutionist, and said that
although revolutionary Anarchists saw that a social
revolution was inevitable, and that the issue must be
met by the working people, yet on principle they were
opposed to war and bloodshed. We Anarchists protest
against the wholesale murders in the Philippine islands
by the cheap hirelings of this government. We pro-
test against the murders that are daily committed in
the mines and workshops of this country. Neither are
we thieves or robbers, but on the contrary we protest

gainst the wholesale thi y of the capitalist class.
Nor are we lunatics, for we protest against the lunatic
asylums in which eo many of the victims of capitalism
are buried, and the lunati thods of our com ial
system which gives us warehouses piled high with
shoes, clothing and wealth of every description, and
hungry, ragged, barefooted people, who cannot obtain
these goods because they have o robbed of their
products. This is the lunatic asylum which we An-
Anparchists propose to tear down. Speaking to the
people of for birth in the'audience more particu-
larly, he reminded them that they came to this coun-
try rich in natural resources and found that capitalism
had developed here in fifty years far more than in any
other country in five hundred years. They found that
the working people in this country were obliged to sell
themselves. just as they did in European countries.
We have wiped chatel slavery out of existence in
America, and now we are confronted with another
kind of slavery which jncludes both white and black.
‘This must also be abolished. -

‘% We went from monarchical slavery to a republican
form of gov then to d ic, and sre no
moﬁmmwolf.mlywdm’tkmih As soon
'w that the people cared little for

They told the people that as long
me they would go to heaven, but other-
roast in hell. The Anarchists are

power of private propertyship, State and ! theve is but one remedy: cut it down, tear up the

Church. The Church was created only as a protector-
ate of private propertyism. Is there such a thing asa
State for, by and of the people? The State is there to
keep the people down, and the Church to keep them
ignorant. Do you expect the Church or State to do
anything for the poor as against the rich? That is ab-
solute nonsense. You say take our grievances to the
ballot. To get a majority is impossible. You all
know that the machinery which creates sentiment is
entirely in the hands of the capitalistic element and
that they control the press, pulpit and State. The
majority, according to capital, is not entitled to rule,
and all the intelligence is in the minority. We are
oppressed and down-trodden. Because five men
undertook to exercise the right of free speech in 1887
they were murdered. If we kick, the capitalists say,
‘ We'll shoot you down.” Where are we now? The|
rich are getting richer and the poor, poorer. The cap-
italists have within the last ten years secured control
of your government. Where will youn be in the next
ten years? You will be just at the point of a revola-
tion. The people cannot stand the present society any |
longer, and the conclusion is that such eociety must |
be got rid of altogether. We must abolish the State, |
Church and capitalism and be one for one, all for all,

or we will never have peace and harmony.”

At the conclusion of Cowrade Most’s address, chair-
man Soutworth eaid:
read in the capitalistic prees of the terrible John Most.
Now, any one who doesn’t like John Most will be given

are invited tostand up here and talk to his face, instead
of writing a lot of lies without signing their names.”

the invitation, and the next morning lurid accounts of
the meeting appeared in the papers.
pronounced the meeting very orderly, and, it was very
evident that people went away well satisfied.

The Denver section of the S, L, A. give an entertain-
ment in the same hall that evening, and no doubt were
much surpriged at the unusual large attendance; this
may be accounted for by the fact that a good many
people came expecting to hear Jokn Most, but were
greatly disappointed to find that h3 lecture in the
afternoon was his last public appearance in Denver.

Wy, HoLmes.
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A MATTER OF OPINION.
The Albany Journal has the following:- *‘The Boers
have proved that they are stubborn fighters; that it is
difficult to dislodge them from entrenchments which
are well nigh impregnable; but they are the same
Boers who steadfastly refused to confer citizenship
under reasonable conditions, while levying taxes with-
out condition, upon the strangers who came to dwell
in their country and to whom credit for the progress
that has been made there is due. They are the same
Boers who are 8o bigoted that they absolutely bar from
citizenship all men whose religious belief differs from
their own.”—Suppose that what the Journal says is
all true, does it prove anything? are they to be sub-
jugated simply because they do not think as we do?
What have we just done im Congress? We have
turned out & man from one of our States who happens
to believe that polygamy is better than keeping mis-
tresses.—The Newark Courier,

| ideals.

“*Tomorrow morning you will |
an opportunity to say so. Representatives of the press |

! Needless to say, none of the reporters present accepted |

However, they |

stumps, and burn the roots But who can do this?
Those who labor and produce all the wealth can do it,
and only they can doit. Stop thinking of that blasting
ballot trick and concentrate your ideas on bare facts
like the Scotchmen did. KiINGHORN-JONES.
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Titevature,

Our WorsHIP oF Privimive Sociar Guesses, By
Edwin C. Walker. Fair Play Publishing Co., New
York, N. Y. 63 pp. Price: 15 cents.

It is with a sense of undue tardiness that I herewi h
record my impression of this pamphlet. The many
calls on my time during my present trip may partly
excuse my delay in recommending this valuable work
to the readers of Free Society.

The title is unasually felicitous, and almost a stroke
of genius in itsell. It exactly expresses the root-prin-
ciple of that aimless mental drifting which forms the
greater part of what we know as public sentiment. It
is indeed to the blind groping of ignorant and barba-
rous ages that our vaunted civilization turns for the
greater number of its social institutions and ethical
Only the few dare face the proolems of today
in the spirit of an independent quest for truth. The
moth-eaten garment of conservatism is supposed to be
invested with a peculiar sanctity, merely om account
of ita age. Tradition, rather than reason, is appealed
to as arbiter between contending ideas. The ‘‘dead
hand” still retains its paralyzing grasps on the living
intelligence. Hence the assaunlts of 8o able a combat-
ant as Mr. Walker are greatly needed.

Mr. Walker is a keen and trenchant debater, and
absolutely merciless. Woe to the opponent who at-
tempts to catch him napping, or trap bim with a soph-
istry or verbal juggle! Scarcely a radical writer, un-
| less it be that grand and peerless veteran, C. L. James,
: has so keen a scent for a fallacy. Oaoe almost pities a
| man as he writhes under the stinging rebuke, cutting
sarcasm, or scathing criticism, which he has brought
on himself in an unguarded moment.

The production in question, 8 pamphlet of sixty-three
pages, consista of a number of essays, several of them
reprints with valnable improvemants, and tha remain-
der now printed for the first time. All deal with pha-
ses of the sex questi The treat t in each case is
logical and forcible. Perfect clearness of expression,
aptnees and beauty of illustration, and a masterly lit-
erary style, characterize each eesay. Mr. Walker is
exceptionally fortunate in the possession of a fine vo-
cabulary, and in unusual delicacy of perfection with
regard to the choice of language. Hence it is that this
pamphlet may be unhesitatingly placed in the hands
of any person, notwithstanding its uncompromisingly
radical tone, without fear of giving offense to any, save
to those who are habitually shocked at the sight of the
naked truth.

Those Anarchists who are but slightly acquainted
with the principles of sex reform, or inclined to scout
its importance, need to read this work. Tt will open

and will effectually cure them of all tendency to look
on *“free love’” as an unworthy ideal, a side issue, or a
trivial matter. To the-th h-going p gandist,
the book will prove a perfect arsenal of facts and argu-
ments. He will do well to provide himse'f with sev-
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PROFIT SHARING. :

““The Invernesshire militia, over 1,000 strong, was
mobilized at Aldershot lost week for duty. The men
volunteered for service, which usualy means garrison
duty at Malta, Gibralta or some other pleasant spot,
and all but 14 passed the doctor. They form one of the
finest militia battalions in Britain. y

‘‘They were paraded and exhorted to volunteer for
South Africa, but there was not a solitary response.
Their officers pleaded earnestly and then one man,
atepfing forward as spok , said his d
would volunteer for the war if they ‘Fot a share in the
Lgold mines when the Transvaal was conquered, but
not otherwise. So the appeal failed.”

Three times three for the canny Scots! They have
settled the war question, at least for themselves, and
shown the way for the rest of the world to do so. It is
the best way to stop the blood shedding war; and also
the best way to stop that still worse war, which we
always have on hand, the war of commerce, trade and
usury, or rent, interest and profit, which is sucking the
life-blood out of Labor. We have to demand our fall
share of. the profits, that is, all we produce. Don’t be
fooled by the childish tommy rot now so prevalent

the trusts. The trusts are the government and

eral copies, and to pass them around where they will
do the most good. The fasclnating style, combined
with the excellence of the matter and the lucidity of
the argument, make the work unusually readable. It
should be in the hands of every comrade, every sex
reformer, and every social thinker of whatever school.
The extreme lowness of the price removes all excuse for
doing without it. If you fail to procure it, you rob
yourself of a treat, and of an effective means of propa-
ganda. Order it of Free Society at once. ;
Jaues F. MorToN, Jr.
” & & o o
g RECEIPTS.

Eugene Ross, §2.50 Behrman, Shuloff, each $1. Maisel, 75¢.
Raabe, Mizzle, Sigilman, Caverly, Gronnel, each 500. Katzman,
Olsher, Johnoff, Abrams, Kruger, Mintz, Turner, Raymond,
Hurwitz, 25¢.
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¥'or Chicago. -

A grand ball will be given by the International
Workingmen’s Group for the benefit of the Jewish
weekly, Freie Arbeiter-Stimme and Free Soolos,
'ln;dlormgt'sp' m., at the Lessing’s Club Hounse, 447 W.

Admission 25 cents. Tickets can be secured from
o B :

their eyes to much of which they never have dreamed, -

of cause vited. 5 ’




