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The Universal Strike.

Strike, workers, strike!
Your lowly place,
Invite you change
No stunting force

Old System’s rotten bands,
for one wherein you find
for body or for mind,

Strike, workers, strike! Aye, aye! for FREEDOM first!

You MUsT succeed if slav'ry’s chains, accurst,
You batter off and fling themtattling down,
Care not a straw for Power’s appeal or frown !

Strike, workers, strike Authority’s death hlow !
His shams, and strength, and weakness boldly
His double face, his gross hypocrisy ;

The blackness of *‘ Blue Aristocracy!”

Strike, workers, strike! Aged Might's histr’onic mask
Though graceless be the task,

Presume to rend!
His tinsel strip, and hiss him from the stage,
And bravely dare his bluffing, bawling rage!

Strike, workers, strike against “
With “ropes of sand”

they bind you merrily.
"Tis you,

Isay, can make them fall apart;

With FREEDOM’S balm, cure ev'ry chafing’s smart.

Strike, workers, strike!
Prepare all crafts to make the fateful plunge!

Your backs to ghosts; they from the past are stalking!

Like freed men act! Away with sullen balking!

'Strike, workers, strike! With purposeful intent !
Consult YoURSELVES! Let not your WILLS be bent

By dominance of bosses or of leaders!

o ALC, your Lgnan

T Might, reluctantly gives o'er,
till driving you to multiply his store.

Strike,

Your pay? Tae EARTH!
“Accept from them no Ppromises, no plasters!
’ Strike; workers, strike| Then Poverty no more
On your advance shall slam and bar the door.
* But name the hour, and, presto ! c¥'ry man,:
- Outcast, before, tears off the hated ban,

- Strike, workers, strike! The Order of today

-‘I's stale with and foul with swift decay.
~ Will you stiltbow to worship ancestry,

. When choice you have "twixt Freedom, Tyranny? .

Strike, workers, strike!

5 why, see!—

. There is no power that can more mighty he
Than chainless men self-conscious_ly advancing,
Oh! blissful truth! Is fiction more entrancing?
Strike, workers, strike!
Is all your own. Use Custom but to flay it!
What can resist your free cooperation?

«The Pdst is dead j—then welcome Innovation |
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Embrace all trades, all lands! | 2PN robbery and then wonder that you are

show; -

the powers that he” !

Not with a beastly lunge!

kers, strike for more than lessened hours
- Of toill Your rights? Full use of all your powers!
Ignoreyourone time masters!

If “might makes right,”—

The world, if you hut say it,

VIROQUA DaNigLs,

pr ?ifessiénal classes is an
endowment. It is nowhere so much encour-
as among the'people who suffer its dis-
he power of the political class is

You condone industrial systems founded |not get
slavery
rid of a

which t

robbed. Iam using a big you which is large
enough to include myself. You take great
pride in your institutions, Whatare these
institutions? They rob their makers. They
slander, traduce. They are embodied in
treachery. Institutions by their very nature
are parasitic. You stood with awe before
the balooned stocks the day after election.
What did that mean to you? It does not
make a pair of shoes easier to get. I often
hear you growl about Wall Street. But you
could finish Wall Street by a turn of your
palm. You have just voted to put a soldier
upon your back. Youwillsoon put another
damn into your quarrel with the tax list.
Who made the tax list? The politician you
accuse? No. Always you—you. This poli-
tician is the demurest sort of proposition.
All his evil would melt the instant you be-
came good [inte]ligent.-A.l.]. You promote
a scoundrel into the public service and after
you have had time to contemplate your
work, go on like 2 madman in the interests
of something you call reform.  You even
ize against );oui" creature instead of

should

prosper

that all

whole in

“1| cent enongh, Vet I see you lurkj in every
| act of social trespass. You are powers be-

.| hind threnes, plutocracies back of presidents.
In the republic you are the danger. - Rocke.
feller is only the symptom.  You are the dis-
ease. You think you are so much.more vir- |
tuous than the systems you have built up
‘labout you. But You are those systems,
Your identity and theirs cansot be divorced.
System? First you build them. Then you
put them upon your backs. Then you play
your Jack and Jill with Sinbad and compare
notes to see which of you is most sinned
against. I know the tyrannies ride you.
But by whose permission? .How much of
time would you need for a dissolution of the
tie that fastens you to the lockstep of-an
industrial slavery? The mine-owner has no
such other friend as the miner, Theautocrat
of your millis the millhand. Thestar tyrant
is the populace. You are tremendous in
pPower. Butyou are at least as tremendous
in ignorance. You lament laws which dole
bounties out to favorites. I know that the
law was made by you and that you are the
favorite of the law. - Xou sit before your
sparse dinner and ask God to relieve you of
the burdens of your poverty. Instead you
should thank God that the faces of your chil-
dren are emaciated and that you
enough to eat. I do not blame ¥
ignorance or for your misfo

L are yourself

into the

and ask
Would it

can survi

boasters,

| You hav,

.

and flourish. You ha
by continuing to defe
provoke it.

work instead
whoserootsare back in A

should be clothed and fed.
and some surplus for esthetics.

You presume, you in homes
man in broadcloth is your better.
mit that he knows more whén ¥
more of him. But I can assure
good clothes as well as bad m
rance and sloth. You do hj
honor and too little. You do him
honor in ascribing to him qualit
not possess.
you insist that he know:

and his sense less.
has far more essenti :
ing-than the average tradesman, - utwho -

he cannot outlast
“Our” civilization,

rid of the system which makes your
necessary. That is, you did not get
certain something in yourself behind
he subtleties of exploitation operate
ve condoned all fraud
T to the causes that
If your children are sent to
of to school, it is for reasons
ou. Of éourse they
not go to work. Of course they
So should you
and have enough for emergencies
I do not see
of this fight.
pun, that the

You ad-
ou expect
you that
ay hide igno-
i too much
too much
ies he does
You do him too little when
s his failing but will

the virtue is on one side

not root it out. The broadeloth gentry on
the whole is ahout wh,

€re you are on the
average development:. He ‘knows
s~ English wmzry jre
_The average mechanic
al intelligence ; d learn-

more than the masses encourage the idea
that brains go with
ter? The average men
the beautiful and useful
talkers brag. Vet the

clothes and with chat- -

are the creators of all

things of which these
creator gets down

dust before the bragger.- Creation-

will lastintoeras that brag can never reach,
‘Why should

you get down on your marrow

the braggers to stop bragging?
not

be better to make it impossible

for him to brag? How? By laughing him
down. He cannot

stand your laugh. He
ve your outright denunciatiqn, but

your cheery ridicule.
the boasterscall it. The

who are the keepers of that civili.

zation. You contribute all thefactors; Yet
it is you whom these
safe; You are the"
them. Thentheydenounce the
L of all, the mob accepts the slap

verymen'regard as un.
niob. “The mob “make
mob. Worst
on its cheek.

You make your masters. Then the masters:
efface you.  Not a wheel turns in a factory,

on a railroad, but by Your faith and sacri-
fice. ' But
rough and
towns and countrv plots far off-

you rarely travel.

vel.  You wear
shoddy. You live in

pur

2y
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is lethargic. You make a devilof afuss over
elections. I do not know that elections are
ever very important. But they become ridi-

culous when you convert them into a chief| free.

instrument for your enslavement., In*nine
cases out of ten in elections you vote for
some special interest. It may be theinterest
of some politician or your own, but it is a
special interest and against the common
weal. You do not care who is hurt so you
are helped. You do not say it in just that
way. But every time you appeal to your
pocket or your dinner pail you act with
reference to a castedistrust. Then the blow
comes back to you upon some incident of
indirection. Then you imagine yourself the
victim of an oppressor. Do Yyou not suppose
the politicians know how easy it is to work
you? They are never deceived enough to
suppose they can do anything without your
aid. But they know how to use you as an
ally to prosper their personal fortunés, They
accept the scoundrel and the ignoramus in
you as their one sure source of power. You
imagine that somehow the masters have
been imposed upon you or have imposed
themselves upon you. Not so. They are an
evolution. They are here in accordance
with a law of social being whose beginnings
aredeposited and persistent in you. Once in
the humor you will summarily dissever the

connection. The masters will know this
must be their knell. I am never nearly so
much angry with the masters who use you
as with you who consent to he used. How
long would wars last if the masses refused
to enlist? You fight every war and pay all
Hs-bills s may e had nothing to do
with the original quarrel. But as soon as
the war'is begun all its responsibility is put
upon you. Whatfools you are. You sweat
in cities in order to give other people vaca-
tions. You freeze at your loom in order to
clothe a man who never im his lazy life
worked one honest hour. In faint and fever
youwork the ovens of bakeries and go home
to a house short of bread. The sources of
free life, the fountainheads of opportunity,
have been alienated. How will the errant
energies be brought back? How will you
renew your natilé, light, reserving hence-
forth to the men who make the beauty and
magnificence of our world the full joy of its
treasure? Let no arid argument of supply
and demand canter forth its sordid array.
Statistics that theorem your reaction break
the thin edges of their own content. We
will add everything to supply. Demand will
disappear. No one will be dispossessed. All
will possess. Possession shall be conditioned
uponauniversal bond. With a world fruited
for all no one must go unfed. With enough
energy wasted or fallowed to revivify every
despoiled social aspiration we are pirates
and marauders to erect an accumitlation of
property anywhere against the free access of
the normal man. I would not take one pic-
ture from your walls or one dish from your
table. But I am eager to have thé next tide
more benevolently bequeath itse overflow.
It would take the eye of miracle to discover
‘in the partisoiled fabric of present applied
knowledge in sociology an attested civiliza-
tion. You know you have not dealt your
cards on the square. Civilization owes all

and shallc
You are.not free.
free.

High ¢
High alone or low alone
With freedom high and low disappear.

What have you made of your Churches? ments
a ghostly monument to a lost
opportunity. The Church does not lead nor ready you

Every one is

even walk abreast contemporary struggle.
It follows on, dragging along a useless hulk
of old apologetics. Spiritual law has deteri-
orated to stratagem. What have you made

of your Jesus? You have indeed given your i Liberty

Jesus to the street. The only Jesus conform-
able to the historic Jesus is the Jesus you
will not-have in your Churches onany terms.
What have you done with liberty? Little
of it was yours. Is that little to be thrown
away? The trust hasnot quite been violated
and not quite heen kept. You have obeyed
its impetus and hesitated before its logic.
Liberty? No man knows what it is. It
passes across history in waves, nowhere left
all in all to one race or occasion, yet every-
where scattering evidence of its overwhelm-
ing inspirations. How much of you is safe
while so much of you is spent in
trespass? Our social organization is in
sworncompact against natural talent. For
a single talent released and protected a
thousand talents are squandered upon a
sordid ‘necessity. We have never yet given
the earth chance to flower., Industry is in a
tangle of fixed strife. Class ambitions pre-
vail over the unified ideal. You sneak into
byways and take counsel of corners and
caves. You do not proudly assert a right
tolive. Who among you, exempt, will ques-
tionthe thoroughness of yoursequestration?
Your democracy is now, playing hide and
seek with despotism. It is trifling with
knives that cut and treacheries which dig
graves. Whose is the default?
do not accuse yotur politicians.
nearer your household. The word made

anecho of old mockeries under a fairer name?
Youvote in hordes, you
youcrawl gratefully into pens, youare piped
obediently to a death watch. You are creza.
tures of courts and legislatures, allowed to
survive in the twos and fours of political

shut off from light innoisome areas of denied
solidarity. What have you managed to
convalesce from the fever of your dubious
democracy? When you speak of this as a
free country you must do it with your eyes
shut and your ears closed. The freedom
that stops: with the one in three and three
in one of our rent-interest-profit systems has
lost its scent. You are creeping .on the
ground. You are feeling your sad way
across barren fields. Youare trembling over
an abyss. The experiment of your demoec-
racyis scarcely entered upon before crunched

tite. It hasall theear marksof a premature
birth. Must freedom sleep for another thou-
sand years? Who is its custodian? You.
You. You. Its custodian not as a law im-
posed upon another, but as a law for your-
self. As your trust it offers youdaily chances
to expatiate your sins against the humani-

an.open hand. Our symbol isaclenched fist.

Thecounter currents of being shift into pools

ties. Are you prepared to 8o without corm-
promise or fear to the outlying perils of

’s inwhich volition is impossible.
i ;

WYyou are not to retreat into some
could not be of restraint?

deeds of crimes are farthest hid from the law,

, 1o alien, no domestic.

\ from homesteads

Again I say, ifor single ends.
The guilt is | live alone
jnot seen in their convergence. Now you are
crime is the utterance of your lips. Of what:
use is your surnamed republic if it be onlyi

jand whoever may be the victim. Now
are pocketservants, | take all that comes your way without ques-

|
|
privilege, doing the honors of serfdom, with-'
out a decent chance to rear your children,l

,democracy orare you cageror are you ready
s costering paternalism
It is of no consequence what
| Wvages youearnor what percent your invyest.
yield. But it is of every consequence
'\\'hat sort of liberty you believe in and how
are to have it fully enjoyed. You

need liberty if your whole income must be-

cause of it disappear. You ask vourself:
Can I afford to pay the price of liberty?

Yes: you can afford to, pay any price for it.

does not mean some vague right to
vote. It means a state of being whose priv-

ilege keepsevery opportunity open and every

individual in condition to embrace it. I do

not see how we can hide from the sight and

sound of this call. It finds us everywhere.

! It penetrates all the reserves and mysteries
of observation and experience. It persuades

the individual into open ways. Itrecasts .

habitinswecter articulations of cameraderie.
The sort of man now in process of enfran-
chisement would rather he an outright free-
{booter than one who plots in secret. He is
jgetting more and more to see that his worst
He
{knows the purity crusades are humbug.
They are shallow waters where deep belong.
They give undue importance to gutters and
isewers and to offenses of the body &;fd‘gto
passional defects. They miss the underlyxi'ng
material in which civilization grades down
and up past and through all constituehts of
shame and glory. To the new spirit there is
You are as much at
home oversea as next door and as far from

i

lhome round the corner as in the deserts of

Africa.
by

Every bit of youisshaken and seized
the universal appeal. You are led forth
1 to home, far out of isola-
tion into love. Now you are all living alone
Then you will none of you
and no one be satisfied with ends

only hurt when your own body is struck.
Then you will feel a blow wherever it falls
you

tion. Then you will question everything.
Now you throw all your art into the high-
way and invite men to scramble and murder
forit. Then you will treasure your art—
your art painting pastures or making shoes
—as youwould the sacred symbolsof a relig-
ious covenant.—Horace L. Traubel, in The
| Conservator.
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In Memoriam, .
Let all the sycophants of the world who
shed crocodile tears over the demise of the
‘“good’ queen Victoria, remiember that it
was this same ““ good Christian » queen who
{allowed one of the blackest crimes in the an-
nals of history to be perpetrated under her

,reign. In the year of 1838, an engraver and
1 his wife and four children, the youngest one of
in the jaws of commercial and colonial appe-, whom being only five years old, were hanged

in England for the relatively small offense
'of counterfeitting and circulating English
'money. At the trial of this family it was
shown that the man was in the government
employ, but was in dire want because the
{rotten government—justas our otwn recently
in the case of the poor school teachers—had
i withheld his salary, He had simply been
trying to get enough money to take him to
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America. When he was sentenced to death,
the man petitioned the queen to at least
spare his innocent family; but this “good
Christian” queen, who had then only been
on the throne a few months and certainly
could have averted this black crime, prefer-
red to load her conscience with the butchery

.of a poor, five year old babe.

Shame upon the sycophants who feign
sympathy with such a beast! S. D.

—_— 0 —

A Retrospect and a Speculation.
PART II.

Weare now'passing through a period of so-
called “ prosperity,” which has many unique
and remarkable features. Owing to the
great demand for all kinds of manufactured
products, the enlivening of trade and com-
merce, and the great activity in mining ven-
tures, all kinds of business are on a “boom.”
Work seems more plentiful than for years
past (and as work seems to be what the
masses of the people want they ought to he
satistied) ; and nearly all who care to work
areeceiving some kind of wages; so that
the ““dinner pail” is for the present quite full
—of something; while the profits of mer-
chants, manufacturers, etc., are larger than
ever. Vast fortunes, especially in mining the
precious metals, are being built up with a
rapidity which is simply astounding. The
speculative values of real estate are rapidly
rising; buildings are going up; and improve-
ments are being made everywhere. But we
know from experience that this condition of!
things cdnnot last long; and it requires no
prophet to see that a collapse must come.
The people are producing wealth at an enor-
mous rate, far in excess of their purchasing
power and power of consumption. In fact,
the ratio between production and consump-
tion is now greater than ever before, owing
to the cheapening of production on the one
hand, and the low wages. paid for labor on
the other. When the crash comes, therefore,
it is reasonable toexpect that it will be more
severe and disastrous than any we have ever
experienced. Then we will again have the
spectacle, as we had in '92 and ’93, of tens
of thousands of people unable to find work,
hungry and hdmeless, sleeping on the floors
of public buildings, and begging for shelter
at the police stations. Then alsolabor and
social disturbances will once more become
almost every day occurences; and all kinds
of radical and semi-radical movements will
receive another and a greater “ boom" than
in the past. Perhapsunder those conditions
very serious labor conflicts may arise; and
there may be a great revolt of the working
people, once more filling ‘“the prophets of
the New Day” with hope. Although these
events will gofar toward educating the peo-
ple and preparing them for a better form of
society, they will not of themselves be suffi-
cient to convert the masses; and unless
something else intervenes, I think we may
reasonahly expect that the masses will once
more lapse into conservative channels.

The more carefully I study the social ques-
tion in all its bearings, the more I become
convinced that unless some very extraordi-
nary event or series of events takes place,
the'whole race is doomed .to revert to the
worst forms of barbarity, and perhaps to

. utter -annihil'ati'og. . The' rapid increasequ

crime, of insanity, of idiocy, and of the num-
ber of people dependent in various ways
upon charity ; the weakening of ‘the race by
vicious habits, the taking of drugs and nos-
trums, and the spread of infectious diseases;
the vast and ever widening gulf between the
rich and the poor; the enormous concentra-
tion of wealth, constantly being augmented ;
the indifference of the great masses of people,
their slavishness, sluggishness and appar-
ently growing cruel and vicious tendencies—
the latter exemplified by the cold-blooded
savagery displayed in torturing and burning
ravishers in this and other States—; all
these things appear to me to be good evi-
dence thatin some respects the raceis rapidly
degenerating. Fortunately there is another
and a brighter side. So far as is known, in
no period of the world’s history have science
and practical philosophy been so active as
at present. Never has there been so much
unrest, so much discontent with economical
and social conditions. Never has there heen
so much inquiry and investigation along
lines indicating promise of a better life.
Never have so many people heen known to
study and investigate ideas of radical re-
form. All this is very hopeful and promising.
It shows that there are two forces at work
in society, corresponding, perhaps, to the
two forces—centrifugal and centripetal—in
the physical universe; and although it seems
to our limited intelligence that while one
works for good, the other acts the very re-
verse, as a heliever in progress and in the
ultimate wérking out of the law of harmony,
I am inclined to think that out of these two
forces will be evolved something—a force or
law—tending to harmonize all our disturbed
social and economic ‘relations ; something

that will make it easy and natural for us to
embrace some form of Socialism ; something
that may possibly compel us to establish a
form of society more compatible with the
ends of justice. !

I have sometimes thought that_ this may
be brought about through mechanical pro-
cesses and inventions. More than twenty
years ago I clipped from a leading scientific
journal an article (which I still have) pre-
dicting the possibilities of scientific research
and discovery (many of which have come

partly true), and ending with the statement!

that it was not at all unlikely that, before
theend of the century, mechanical inventions
would be introduced, which would compel
the people of this country to adopt political
and economic forms very similar to those
advocated by the Socialists of that time.
How many of us have tried to realize what
changes successful navigation of the air
would bring about in our social and eco-
nomic life? To save labor, to annihilate
distance, to shorten time—these are the ends
of scientificinvestigation. Aerial navigation
would accomplish all these to a wonderful
degree. The inquiring and speculative mind
can easily find other evidence of man’s crea-
tive genius, which would work remarkable
changes. It is not unreasonable to suppose,
then, that the social question, taken in its
large sense, may be partly solved: by this
agency; and that this is a factor which can-
not he ignored by radicals in their work of
propaganda, = s : :

- But there is still anogher element orfactor

_Which I know hasbeeu most entirel

N

looked by radical thinkers, and which I have
‘hesitatcd to mention, because of its seeming
,vagueness and improbability. It is in the
:realm of mind, and is being exploited to a
greater or less degree by all students of psy-
chology and psychic phenomena. The power
| of the human mind has never been under-
,Stood; it is not now; but enough is already
known (and more is being discovered every
day) to assure us that a great world of
thought and power is heing opened to us,
fand that through the power of human
thought, agencies may be set in motion,
which will actually chahge or modify our
social and other institutions and our man-
ner of life. Already the sect of Christian Sci-
entists, ridiculous as it may seem, although
not yet a quarter of a century old, numbers
more adherents than the Episcopal denomi-
nation in this country; and the number of
people professing kindred doctrines, all hav-
ing theirfoundation on mental and psychical
research, is increasing very fast indeed” Man
is sadly out of place in making laws. His
highest prerogativeis to discover those laws
which.already exist, and to apply them to
the satisfaction of his various needs and de-
sires; and this should be his noblest ambi-
tion. *
The above random thoughts are thrown
out to teach patience and forbearance, and
above all, to stimulate hope for the future.
Despite the fact that conditions are so bad,
and may be a great deal worse in the near
future, we should not lose hope or courage.
We have enlisted for the fight against pluto-
cratic greed, be it short ~or long; and al-
though our efforts may seem puny and im-
Ppotent now, they will bé crowned with com-
plete victory later on. However the change
may be brought about, we $till are indispen-
sable factors in the working out of the plan
of salvation. As Lawrence Gronlund aptly
said, “We Socialists are the salt of -the
earth”; and of course Anarchists areincluded
in the ‘elect. ‘The times are pregnant with
bright promise for us. and for all mankind.
Let us press on, then, doing what we can to
enlighten our fellows, and trust the future
to evolve ways and means to work out our
redemption. W, HoLMES.

S
I do not think there is such’a thing as
:crime, as used in the ordinary sense. These
men in jails are not criminals. They are men
who have found themselves in that position
where all opportunities of obtaining subsist-
ence in an honest way are closed to them.
They are not criminals because they are
forced-to reach out for something to sustain
life, of which they have been deprived in a
comwunity where a few men control every-
thing. :

Kvery time the trusts in Chicago raise the
price of meat, they send a certain number of
poor people to the penitentiaries and’ jails.
Every time they raise the price of oil they -
turn numbers of poor girls from honest labor
out upon - the streets: The men who cause
‘this ruin are the only ones who can be guilty
of a real crime and a crime that is worth con-
sidering. Australia, like Ameri¢a, was origt:

d
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The queen is dead! What do you think of what our ‘quaint _Other Cigarmakms with the Situation)
American papers say about the event?> What a mock- | they are ruthlesslycastinto jail for interferring
ery!

Tl\: ﬂu;?rs on some buildings hc_re in San Francisco | with their employer’s “ business*’ ofstarving
are still halfmast. The State legislature {

adjourned 3
“out of honor to the memory ot Queen Victoria, the é wage-slaves; and that by the courts where you
noble and virtuous, constitutional sovereign.” The ‘Would Lave them ask redresé, and in execu-
U. 8. Senate deplores the death of her majesty ; McKin- |tion of the law you want their children to
ley brags about being the first to send a message to King | N N .
Edward VIL, who is one of the worst gamblers living, ’vl’CSpeCt.. Need I inform you that l?.bor unions
and will soon dic of dissipation ; although he says heis andd strikes are unlawful accordling to the
going to devote the rest of his life to faithfully perﬁ)rnr' "conspiracy laws’’ of this and other States,
We are nov established in our | in8 the arduous duties which have befallen him by in. and that the best of authority may be shown
- heritance through the death of his mother. Poorfellow, | . .
new home, and as soon as the business now I really pity him. Perhaps he cannot or dare not go for the prevention of any labor convention
on hand is caught up with, there will be 10| to the rices as he used to, He has really sacrificed him- | whenever our masters want to prevent them?
more delays. All correspondence, and orders | self to serve the people of England. . {1t is not so very long ago that to be a mem-
£ d books will receive fompt at- I.fthc. Rc\'o-lutmmsts of '76 could sec how their pos- ber of ion in England. th h £ ;.
or Papers an 00KS. W. promp terity is acting at the death of an English ruler—a ﬁg—f T ol a union in ngland, the home o capt
tention. ) urehead! I think they would turn in their graves. It talistic liberty, was an offense punishable by
e might be very appropriate on the next fourth of july;death; and in spite of such Pena]ty labor

We desire to get acquainted with all of our | to decorate with Quecrz \lc.tona § picture, w here her'c» |unions existed and were “dangerous o 5
. . tofore they have had W ashington’s; for this country is > -
comrades in Chicago; and we hope that they

really not far from being an English colony. 5 {’Ciet)ﬂ” But the fertile mind of .the master.
will call upon us and make themselves A. 1. class soon discovered a way to remove that
known. ) Co LA {danger. They recognized the unions by law
President Perkins of the Cigarmakers’ In- 'and made their ‘‘leaders” members of par-
ternational Union, and other labor leaders, [liament. In this country special places are
are reported as classing Mrs. Nation, the, created for them in the government. The
t Christian temperance saloon smasher, with “.respect_able,” couservative, law-worship-
:‘t tfl"ile"?e;’:e ofa g"l"er?me“t dr"t‘; 'sl;"‘z ;:"“'ardl-" Parsons and Spies, and as being justas ‘dan- | ping “‘leaders” are the favored ones, and
0 follow € examp € Of some o ‘e O 1es uropean . . . & . .
monarchies in the matter of public ownership of rail- ger°“§t°SOCIetY"’ “The weak-minded work- | the Competltor,s s no op;tortumty to
\\-a'ﬁ, telegraphs, ete. Think of a free republic, ““of the ingmau," says he, ‘““who has been wronged ' demonstrate the?r fittness for the job. If Per-
feotple. by the people and fzr th; pegf?le”;'t[}'lsﬁvs a‘f’:'ya;'ld by his employer will not go into court to ob- | kins is such a lover of law and courts as he -
O try government owners! 1p of public utilities! ell, . - . !, T teﬂ s to b h a t leave e T
now arn’t we a “p"’g"@ﬁ" people’—Oregon Inde. | tAin redress. He will take an ax and fmash pre ds to be, he had Pe‘t er the labo
his employer’s property.””  Mr. Perkins, I movement at once, and Join the law and order

pendent. .
Of what avail is it to the workingmen of He has been society; for the labor movement was con-

‘‘the oldest Furopean monarchies’’ that the|in the labor movement a long time, and for ce'ived,
governments own the railways, telegraphs,
etc.?  Has this fact improved the condition|of the Cigarmakers’
of the wealth-producers? Not in the least ; |journal. That he should display such igno-
and ‘‘ progressive people’’ know that it is|rance of the labor movement as to compare Revolution.
the system of private property and commer- | Mrs. Nation to Parsons, I cannot understand. | Society must change—nearly every one
cialism which fleeces the laborer, no n.atter | He certainly knows better, hut, like the Poli- \concedes that. Present institutions and sys-
what palliative measures may be introduced. |tician who is playing for public favor, squeam- ! tems are out of tune with the enlightenment -
It is strange that the American sovereign |ishly panders to the common prejudices ' and requirements of the people. What is to
should have to-strive for legislative measures |against new ideas; jcome next? And how will the change come?
which have been introduced even in Ruissia * e ® Will it be a sudden, violent wide-spread up-
4 years ago. ‘‘Children,” he says, ‘‘hearing their par-“h'{a"ﬂl’ a breaking upfhat will ICZTV}‘ a
G ’ ents praise Mrs. Nation, lose their respect for ’ mighty chaos 0“'?5 of “'h‘f{?l bettercondlt;)ons
Russia, an absolute monarchy, hgs abol-|law.’’ Indeed, Mr. Perkins, and that is very [must be formed? Or will the change be a

¢ . b g | : _ {slow growth, a gradual breaking away from
ished capital punishment long ago, except in|much to be deplored! What a terrible ca bad old.custonia) evil beliefs, unjust institu.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

Correspondents and exchanges will please
take notice, and charge our temporary ad-
dress, 1360 N. Rockwell St., to 515 CAR-
ROLL AVE.,, Chicago, Ill.  Some of the
mail continues to be sent to 236 Clinton
Park, San Francisco, Cal. It is important
that this should be changed immediately, in
order to avoid trouble and annoyance.
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In removing the paper to Chicago, delay
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for books.
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Note and Commerit.

- The railroad, telegraph, steamship, and banking
monopolies—all private monopolies—thrive and fatten

—_ 00—

cases of conspiracy against the czar and his
family, while the peoplé in a *‘ free country*’
clamor for the re-establishment of the death
penalty, in those States in which more or less
intelligent legislators have had this barbarous
law repealed. Here again, ‘‘progressive

lamity would befall the country if children
should fail to revere the flag, shiver when
they see a policeman or refuse to bow meekly
before the august person of an alderman, and
if men refused to g0 into courts for redress!
Suppose instead you had. said:

“Laws are’

tions, while the better systems, larger liberty, ~
thegreater ideals, steadily but surely develop
among the people?

No one can tell. Yet most good people
will say that the latter course is most desir-

'éb!e', ‘g‘nd‘; sincerely hope that the world may
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“broken, the gat.

/}v‘rretchet.iness is overforever. Is it not MOre | innarmost possibility of being

 is done away with forever,” answered the|1
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be spared the terrible convulsions of a gen- . Jesus and Anarchy. he sees him, no more perfect individual need
eral, violent revolution. It seems most gen- Prof. Geo. D. Herron is delivering a series |be wished for. Jesus, he says, was an An.
¢rous, most humane to hope thus. But there| of lectures on “The Economics of the King- |archist, and suffered and died a martyr to
is another way to consider the question. dom of Heaven” to the largest Sunday audi- | the cause; and that he is trying to elucidate
We will suppose that there once existed ences in Chicago. and redeem his simple life and teachings
an island, strongly fortified, surrounded by| The kingdom of heaven, as pictured by this | from the superstitions of a barbaric, corrupt
terrible rocks, armed and guarded until it | able man, is a most heautiful portrayal of the | Church, which hecharges with trying tomo-
scemed well-nigh impregnable. Inside, it|highest and most idealistic state of society | nopolize God.
was known, there were people slowly starv- Concei\'able—Anarchist~Communism. Free-| Al priestcraft and authority must go,and
ing to death; some on an insufficient nour-|dom and love are the things for which he!heissuﬂ‘icentl_vconversantwiththgsituation
ishment were worked to the point of exhaus- pleads withall the force of his clear and log- ‘ to know that “when the industrial priest
tion until they died. There were little chil-|ical mind; and these, he maintains, are in-|goes, the religous priest will go also.” And
dren being slowly ground to deathin hideous seperable, in fact, one and the same thing, onithat “by its own efforts the common life
mills; there were various other ways of kill-| final analysis. The word love has been de-| must release itself from slavery.”
ing people called “legal,” and no one was spoiled and enfeebled}by the pietist and nov- Speaking of the religion of the future, he
ever secure from suffering. elist, and must beredeemed toits rugged and |says: “ Freedom will generate its own relig-
The strangest part of it all was that most | elemental wse, ““All the fierceness and gentle-|ion.” For “with the passing away of an-
of the people there, both victims and masters ness of animal instinct and human spirit, | thority, truth for the first time will have a
believed in the righteousness or the inevita- the light and tragedy of nature, the color chance.”

bleness of their methods, and would not ad- and passion of history, are wrapped up in| He speaks of Socialismonly as a road over
mit that anything better could be devised
he says: -goal, or “the kingkom of heaven,” which he
Some people who 'knew of the state of It is not important that I have a good name or be | SAYS iS an Anarchist-Communistic relation
affairs on this island earnestly and sincerely | well thought of; it is not important to know many |in society.
1 th.ngs—the thing of importance is that I make my lifel Prof. Herron has, no doubt, drawn much
ful place. They entertained various plans being, and that is the love principle
by which they were sure they could accom- \\’céxrcncvcr really free until we have given the leader. | character depicted in the gospel allegory of
le there could he taught that their customs | we and it are one, committed to each other at all risks ' lofty spirit into the story lent new life to it
p £=1 1 p ~ el
better conditions could be developed some |4 need be or without end. This is likewise true of the imuch to be learned from the story of Christ.
Fime in the futurchtwo ot three hundred collective life, where we fail of social truth and freedom
] . . . jof riches is essential to the Proper concep-
finally rot down, the whips would become| But it must take risks, cast. off its hy po- |tion of high'ideals. Thelife of Christ teaches
decay and fail to keep the necessaries of er”l(‘)l:z e‘;;’; f‘,i:::o:n?:zaz;se Zl‘:;t :::g:fg:;{ | But the professor has unquestionably a big
away from the needy, and in time, things |

the word love.” Speaking of the individual, ‘ which to pass on the way to the ultimate

that would be « practicable.”

desired to remove the wrongs of this dread- _ { ~amy

a Communion with the fundamental principle of my of his inspiration from the simple, rebellious
plish this. One faction argued that the PEO- ship of our life to the very highest within us, so that Christ, and having infused his own large,
were cruel and wicked, and that higher and |and at all costs, cager to dic and rise together as often | never hefore revealed to anyone. There is
) . because society has not the fajth to take risks. | A thorOUgh disregard for the accumulation

years perhaps. Meanwhile, the jails would
es of the storehouses would | CFitical cloak of conservatism, or be swal- | that—when we can get the original story.
ijobon his hands to reséue Jesusfromthe two

would naturally and easily right themselves. | t0 P¢ wiped e eond it iy e\'ldent'ly =0 111) ‘-':;rt | thousand years of Church ity whichengult

-Anyway if the walls, gates and chains did i of the grea.t ?OSI‘mC scheme'that 1k 2 ha O him. - Yet, if anyone is capable of it; T-

not rot away, the finally enlightened and|SO%e few m{Hlons Of.. centungs—socxelty wx]l; tainly is. His sincerity andc&?ivi_ncing pow-

educated people would not allow their use. |t€ar down lts, barrx.crs of law, strike the l ers arebeyond question; his oratory is good,
The other faction urged that there was no | Shackels from its mighty: feet; crumble to

s v Bt g : jand his forceful, earnest expression imprint
time to be lost in waiting. The suffering dust the institutions its ancestors built for his thoughtsd eep in the minds of his e e
was: steadily going on; the children were

its ensl_avemex}t; step out boldly ix§to t.he But the wisdom of goingback into the mists
being ground up; the women were starving| °Pen field of liberty, enhale the sublime, in- | of tradition for a model man, around whose
and being degraded; the men were being | VI80rating essence of love, and withthegreat |life to build a society for the future, may be
turned into wild beasts and were breeding

f};ms thb:[’t}.lﬁrﬁo‘)d e?‘}‘::ihtﬂe ';arth';seriously questioned. The grave has ruled
wild beasts. Something must be done, €1, what will happen? € Prolessor)
“But what?” the others answered, with a

: us long enough. . If we must have a model

Answet; - | to copy after, let us take some man who lives

query. “If you kill the masters, more mas- Socict?' constituted by t.h-e love prim_:ipl.e c?u!d tl.lus i today, for noman who ever lived in the past

ters will quickly be put in their places. If|be nothing else than & universal and indiscriminating can be as wise as those who live now. Yet

destroy the frisbns, gallows ‘iron gates| Sommunism of production and Jistributio. and | we -have 10 need of models. Truth is wiiat

you des " y g3/ g ’ & .1y | €very kind of culture and opportunity. Not because & m_o els. rathis wha

and chains, the very victims themselves will Jesushas thought this out or said it in S0 many words,| W€ want; and no individual ever embodied

fight you and build more. Waijt until they | but becauseiit is the way the universe is constituted; it 'all the truth of his own age, not to speak of

all learn that it is best not to use such things | is the way God or nature acts. Life always expresses ; 2,000 years ahead. Jesus and Socrates may

at all, and then no matter how many of|itselfin the indiscriminate and Communistic way “’l,‘e“lhave been good philosophers in thejr day,
them exist they will be harmless.” it free, and it can become St auly by do e | and o d6HbE they were, but that is no rea. -

v 2 _ v itself. No society is wholly just or fully free until 1ti R i

But while they exist they will be used. has resourced each individual with all the love forces | SON why we of today should appeal to them
Power ready at hand will be abused. We|and love materials which the universe may be made to | t0 lend their approval to our ideals. If we

will destroy the machinery by which all this | produce by Communistic production. have not sufficient faith in our own philoso-
is done, forever every wheel and pulley.” The divine right of human need will be the sole dis-
9.4 ’ >

“B hat will b 1 ? Th tributive law.of the Christ society, and there will be no ! ph){i{lf‘lve do n:}}f th“;)l:.lt strong en\ough 0
ut what will you put in its place? €} quéstion of how much one shall have above another | W2k alone without ng carried about on

people must have something.” any more than there is a question of how much air one | the shoulders of Jesus, Marx or Proudhon,
““If they think so, they will have it. But | shall breathe above another. The whole world prod- i
if they once ‘learn that they can live free, uct will belong to each man according as he has need,
without want or suffering, in the absence of faq :“Ch man’s life product belongs to the world
g : g persals s | society. P
thf maCh“_le’ th('y will n(,)t build it agam. There will be no thought of profit or wages or of
But thmlf of the terrible agony, 'ﬂ}e suf- competing interests; for each ‘man’s reward.and joy
fering of the innocent, if you take this island willbe the service be can render, and his freedom and
by violence?”’ power will consist in doing nobly and beautifully the

“That may Be. A.short, terrific struggle, | things he likes to do. ‘A universal love commonwealth appeal to any of them to sanctify his philos—
% mighty convulsion, and the 1,0ng, Iingering of free and mutual service in which each knows no : 23

gain except the utmost living out for the whole of the ~°l?hy ? ‘I{:,may be g9°d I;mlic}’ : to bait
' and in which the whole | With Jesus’ name and call jt the «

knows no collective life except the development of the | of heaven”; “bu uestion

almightiest love ality i ‘

and the ideals the present
stage of economic and social development
suggests. } 5 .

Geo. D. Herron is a greater man than any
and all of the sixteen crucified saviors of which
we have some record,—,why, then, does ‘he

erciful?”?
“Yes, if the long, lingering wretchedness |

opposition softly, as inawe. L. M.H,
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take notice, and chaiige our temporary ad-
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mail continues to be sent to 236 Clinton
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Notes..

In removing the paper to Chicago, delay
has been caused both in issuing the paper,
and in attending to correspondents and orders
for books. We are nov established in our
new home, and as soon as the business now
on hand is caught up with, there will be no
more delays. All correspondence, and orders
for papers and books will receive prompt at-
tention.

* - *

We desire to get acquainted with all of our
comrades in Chicago; and we hépe that they
will call upon us and make themselves
known.

—_ 0

Note and Comment.

The railroad, telegraph, steamship, and bdnking
monopolies—all private monopolies—thrive and fatten
at the expense of a government that is too cowardly
to follow the example of some of the oldest European
monarchies in the matter of public ownership of rail-
ways, telegraphs, etc. Think of a free republic, “of the
people, by the people and for the people,” thatis afraid
to try government ownership of public utilities! Well,
now arn’t we Urogressivc” people?’—Oregon Inde-
pendent.

Of what avail is it to the workingmen of
‘‘the oldest European monarchies’’ that the
governments own ‘the railways, telegraphs,
etc.? Has this fact improved the condition
of the wealth-producers? Not in the least;
and ‘ progressive people’’ know that it is|
the system of private property and commer-
cialism which fleeces the laborer, no n.atter
what palliative measures may be introduced.
It is strange that the American sovereign
should-have to strive for legislative measures
which have been introduced even in Russia
years ago.

i *

Russia, an absolute monarchy, has abol-
ished capital punishment long ago, except in
cases of conspiracy against the czar and his
family, while the people in a ¢ free country’’
clamor for the re-establishment of the death
penalty, in those States in which more or less
intelligent legislators have had this barbarous

~law repealed. Here again, ‘‘progressive

1diminish,

ibe out of employment.

absence of all direct government of |

" Ipeople” are aware of the fact that punish- | the written expressions of the will of the rul-

ment does not decrease ‘crimes.
tent that

To the ex-|ing class, and the weapons which it uses to
the conditions of a people are ame- |rob the cigarmakers and all other workers
so-called crimes against propertylof the product of their toil to the point of

Rape und similar vices are due | starvation, and no self-respecting man or
to restraint and the teachings of a perverted ! child, none but a slave, a willing slave, would
morality. Abolish the causes which produce | respect such laws, or ask redress from the
these crimes, and your judges and jurors will ' courts created by that same class for the
specific purpose of enforcing them.”” If you
had said that, you would be expressing a
truth no ian who understands the movement
you claim to represent will deny.

* *

*
. . - \ .
Another significant sign of the progressive-
ness of the American people is the lamenta-
tions over the death of an old woman, simply . et -
because she happened to wear a crown, and| When cigarmakers have a grievance, they
the adorations of King Edward VII. Byt do not g0 into court to ask redress: they know
there is still hope when young Americansl better. They take the matter into their own
feel the degradation of such a servile attitude, | hands; they become outlaws; they strike! And
as the following lines, taken from a private When they pace up and down the street, in
letter, will show: ‘ Jfront of their employer’s ‘‘property,’’ to ac-
The queen is dead! What do you think of what our | quaint .Other cigarmakeys with the situation,
American papers say about the event? What a mock. | they are ruthlessly castinto jail for interferring
ery! Theflags on some buildings here in San Francisco ’With their employer’s * business’’ of starving
are still halfmast. The State legislature adjourned’ 1 sand that by tl h
“out of honor to the memory of Queen Victoria, the | Wa8€-slaves;and that y the courts where you
noble and virtuous, constitutional sovereign.” The | would kave them ask redress and in €xecu-
g =
]U-%Smﬂf def;lﬂ_fes tlhe death of h;'r majesty ; M*“é(i"-ftion of the law you want their children to
ey bragsabout beng the first tosend a message to ing | . . .
Edward VIL., who is one of the worst gamblers livigg, reSPeCt'. Need I inform you that I?bor unions
and will soon die of dissipation ; although he says hais and strikes are unlawful accorling to the
going to devote the rest of his life to faithfully pcrf()r\;l- Y conspiracy laws’’ of this and other States’
ing the arduous duties which have befallen him by in- 'and that the best of authority may be shown
heritance through the death of his mother. Poor fellow, | B y 3 .
I really pity him. Perhaps he cannot or dare not go “ for the prevention of any labor convention
to the ruces as he used to. He has really. sacrificed him- i whenever our masters want to prevent them?
self to serve the people of England. ) | It is not so very long ago that to be a mem-
If the Revolutionists of '76 could see how their pos- berof » in England, th i £ .
terity is acting at the death of an English ruler—a ﬁg-g r 0' a 'unlou n Zngland, the ot.ne ot capi-
1t . talistic liberty, was an offense punishable by

urehead! I think they would turn in their graves.
might be very appropriate on the next fourth of jul_v.death; and in Spite of such penalty labor
and were ‘‘dangerous to sow

% ot g‘ff“}ﬂ‘:ii‘_‘fff_?ﬁf‘j’f;;"_“"-‘;ﬁ i |iitoia existed
Ceatlo ot o for e b Brgtin coloie o Iciety.”” - But the fertile mind of the master
iclass soon discovered a way to remove that
i danger. They recognized the unions by law ;
President Perkins of the Cigarmakers’ In- land made their ‘‘leaders’” members of par-,
ternational Union, and other labor leaders, |liament. In this country special places are
are reported as classing Mrs, Nation, the created for them in the government. The
Christian temperance saloon smasher, with *‘ respectable,”’ conservative, law-worship-
Parsons and Spies, and as being justas ‘‘dan- | ping “leaders”_ are the favored ones, and
geroustosociety.” “T'he weak-minded work- | the competitors miss no opportunity to
ingman,’’ says he, ‘‘who has been wronged ‘-demonstrate their fittness for the job. If Per-
by his employer will not g0 into court to ob- ' kins is such a lover of law and courts as he
tain redress. He will take an ax and smash | pretends to be, he had better leave the labor
his employer’s property.”  Mr. Perkins, I !movement at once, and join the law and order
suppose, is an intelligent man. He has been society; for the labor movement was con-
in the labor movement a long time, and for lceived, born and raised ‘in lawlessness, au.d
a number of years has been the chief officer | Will continue a lawless institution until it
of the Cigarmakers’ Union and editor of their  ceases to be of value to the laborer. J. F.
journal. That he should display such igno- :
rance of the labor movement as to compare Revolution.
Mrs. Nation to Parsons, I cannot understand, | Society must change—nearly every one
He certainly knows better, hut, like the pPoli-\ concedes that. Present institutions and sys.
tician who is playing for public favor, squeam- | tems are out of tune with the enlightenment -
ishly’ panders to the common prejudices ’and requirements of the peaple. What is to
against new ideas. jcome next? And how will the & ngecome?
LA 3 Will it be a sudden, violent wide-spread up-
‘‘Children,” he says, “hegfing their p‘ar.lhe.aval, a breaking up‘that will Iezfv.e a
ents praise Mrs. Nation, lose their respect for ' mighty chaos out of which better conditions
law.”” Indeed, Mr. Perkins, and that is very must be formed? Or will the change be a

! . _|slow growth, agradual breaking away from
1‘: :ﬁ?y t;:l)j ddli?}:lr]edtile ‘:c,)l:;ttr; tlefrr(:l:)llle d::n Ibad old customs, evil beliefs, unjust institu-

; : | tions, while the better systems, larger liberty,
should fail fo .revere the flag, shlver_ when | the greater ideals; steadily but surely develop
they see a policeman or refuse to bow meekly

¢ among the people?
before the august person of an alderman, and

No one can tell. Yet most good people
if men refused to go into courts for redress! will say that the latter course is most desir-

Suppose instead you had ‘said: “Laws are 'able, and sincerely hope that the world may

really not far from being an English colony.

A. I
* *

—_0 —

»
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by the trusts before they are fit for a free
society. Iam not prepared to say hew far,
if at all, policy enters into his methods, but
I do most earnestly appeal for more of Geo.
D. Herron and less of a crucified savior.
Jay Fox.

_ 0 —

“Thou Shalt Not Kill.”

When kings are tried and executed like
Charles 1., Louis XVI., Maximillian of
Mexico, or killed in a palace conspiracy like
Peter I1L., Paul, and all kinds of sullans,
shahs, and khans, the event is generally
passed over in silence. But when one of them
is killed without a trial, and not by a palace
conspiracy, like Henry V., Alexander IL;
Carnot, the empress of Austria, the shah of
Persia, and just now King Humbert, then
such murder causes great surprise and indig-
nation among kings and emperors, and those
attached to them, as if these persous were the
great enemies of murder, as if they never prof-
ited by murder, never took partin it, and never
gave order to commit it. And yet the kind-
est of these murdered kings, such as Alex-
ander II. or Humbert were guilty of the mur-
der of tens of thousands of persons killed on
the battlefield, not to mention those executed
at home, while hundreds of thousands, even
millions of people have been killed, hanged,
beaten to death, or shot by the more cruel
kings and emperors.

The doctrine of Christ annuls the law: “‘An
eye for an eye;.a tooth for a tooth’; but
men have always followed, and stiil follow
this law to the most terrifying length. They
do not even confine themselves to the princi-
ple: ‘‘an eye for an eye, a tooth fora tooth’ L
but order the murder of thousands of persons
without any previous provocation, as e. g.
takes place when war is declared; these men
therefore have no right whatéver to be indig-
nant when this law is applied. to themselves,
and in proportion so small that a hundred
thousand or perhaps even a million persons
killed by order or with the approval of kings

and emperors, there is scarcely one king or|-

one emperor slain.

Kings and emperors should not be indig-
nant when such murders as thosé of Alexan-
der II. or King Humbert occur; but should
on the contrary, be surprised that such mur-
ders are so rare, considering the continual
and universal example of committing murder
they therelves set the people. . ° )

The people, e masse, are so well hypno-
tized that they see what passes before their
eyes without understanding its signification.
They see how much care is taken by kings,
emperors, and presidents for the discipline of
the troops; they watch the reviews, manceu-
vres, and parades which are organized by the
former, and about which they boast to each
other; they run to see their brothers clad in
braided and motley costumes, the costumes
of clowns, transform themselves at the sound
of trumpet.and drumr into machines execut-
ing a simultaneous movement at the com-
mand of a single man, and they do not under-
stand what it means. And yet the meaning

of these manceuvres is very clear: they are
nothing but preparations for murder.

It is to lull men to sleep in order to make
them instruments for murder. And those
who do it, who direct these preparations, who
are proud of it, are kings, emperors and pres-
idents. And is it these who, entirely occu-
pying themselves with murder,
speciality of it, always wearing military uni-
forms and murderous swords at their sides,
are shocked and indignant when it is one of
themselves who falls?

If the regicides commit murder under the
influence of their feeling ofindignation evoked
by witnessing the sufferings of the enslaved
people, for which sufferings they hold Alex-
ander II., Carnot, or Humbert responsible,
or by the personal feeling of desire for revenge,
however immoral such person’s conduct may
be, still it is comprehensible; but how can
an organized body of Anarchists * by whom,
as it is now reported, Bresci was sent out,
and by whom another emperor was threat-
ened, how can it, quietly considering means
of improvement of the condition of the people,
find nothing . better to do than to murder
people, the killing of whom is as useful as
cutting off one of the Hydra’s heads?

The kings and emperors have long since
established among themselves an organization
analogous to the mechanism of those guns
where one shell as soon as fired is replaced by
another. The king is dead; long live the
king! Why, then kill, him?

It is only to a superficial observer that the
murder of these men can seem a means of
salvation froni the oppression and wars which
carry off human lives.

It is sufficient to bring to remembrance

that these opjressions and wars take place in-
dependently of these men who are at the head
of the government—Nicholas or Alexander,
Frederick or William, Napoleon or Louis,
Palmerston or Gladstone, McKinley or some
other—to understand that it is not such or
such persons who cause oppression and war
from which the people suffer.
The misery of the people is not caused by
individuals, but by an order of society by
which they are bound together in a way that
puts them in the power of a few, or more
often one man: a man so depraved by his
unnatural position of having the fate and
lives of millions of people in his power that
he is always.in an unhealthy state, and suf-
fering more or less from a mania of self-aggran-
dizement, which is not noticed in him only
because of his exceptional position.

Even without speaking of the fact that from
their very childhood until their death these
men are surrounded by the most foolish lux-
ury and a constant atmosphere of lies and
flattery; their whole education, all the instruc-
tion which they receive, is 1educed to this
single subject ; to study past murders, the
best means of the present time to murder and
the best way to prepare for future murder.

* Tolstoi, living in Russia, where news penetrates
with difficulty, evidently believed the bourgeois press,

which attributed the individual act of Bresci to an |-

organization of Anarchists, Yok

From their childhood they are taught murder
under every possible form; they always wear
instruments for murder—swords and sabres—
they dress in different uniforms, havereviews,
parades, manceuvres, pay each other visits,
present each other with decorations and regi-
ments, and not only do not find a single man

making afto call these things by their real name, to.

tell them that it is criminal and shameful to
occupy themselves with preparations for mur-
der, but on' the contrary they see only enthu-
siasm on all sides. Crowds of people are
alwaysrunning in the streets every time they
go out, at each of their reviews, greeting
them with enthusiasm; and it seems to them
that it is the whole people which is expres-
sing its approval.

Therefore, it is not necessary to kill Alex-
anders and Nicholases, Williams and Hum-
berts, but only to leave off supporting the
social condition of which theyare the product.
It is the selfishness and stupefied state of the
people who sell their freedom and their honor
for insignificant material advantages, which
supports the present state of society.

The persons who have a low place on the
social ladder, brutalized as they are by a pa-
triotic and pseudo-religious education, and
incited on the other hand by’their personal
interest, cede their liberty and human dignity
to those who are placed higher than them-
selves and who offer to them material advan-
tages in exchange. Those who are placed
on a somewhat higher. step, find themselves
in the same situation: under the inflience of '
their brutishness, and especially in view of -
the ‘material profits, they cede their liBerty
and dignity in the same way to the others.
It is the same ‘with those who hold a still
higher place, and so it continues to the high-
est places—until we come to the persons or
person at the top of ‘the ladder. He has
nothing more'to acquire, is only influenced
by one single motive: ambition and love of
power; he is mostly so demoralized and bru-
talized by his power of life and death over
others, and the flattery and the vaporing with
which he is surrounded that, while inces-
santly doing evil, he is convinced of achiey-
ing the welfare of humanity.

It is the nations themselves ‘who, sacrific-
ing their dignity to material profits, produce
these men incapable of acting otherwise than
they do; and the people get angry when
these men commit stupid and bad acts. To
kill them is the same as first to spoil a child
and afterwards tobeat it.

In order to have no more oppression, no
uunecessary wars, in order that nobody more
should think of becoming indignant at those
who seem responsible and of killing them, but
little seems to be necded. It will be suffi-
cient that men understand the things as they
are and call them by their real name, that
they know the army to Be au instrumet of = |
murder, and that the act of mustering and
directing it—as is done by kings, emperors
and presidents with so much self-confidence
—is a preparation to murder. g
It will be sufficient that every king, every -
emperor —or>presiden.t, understands that his -
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post in which he is charged to command the
troops is not an important and honorable
post, as the flatterers want to make him be-
lieve; but that it is low and degrading. ‘It
will be sufficient that every. honest man un-
derstands that the payment of taxes used for
the maintenance and arming of soldiers—
and, especially, personal military service—
are not indifferent acts, but at once wicked
and shameful; because he who commits
them, not only permits murder, but himself
patticipates in it. ‘Then the power of kings,
emperors and presidents, a power which
arouses our indignation and for which they
are sometimes killed, will die out of itself,

If men do not yet act in this manner, it is
only because of the hypnotic influence gov-
ernments, " for self-preservation, so diligently
exercise on them. Therefore, we can contri-
bute towards stopping people killing kings
and each other, not by murder, murders only
strengthen this hypnotic State, but.by awak-
e.ning from it.

This is what I have attempted to do in this
short article.—Leo Tolstoi. .

—_ 0 ——

Here and There,

‘‘Sudents of the University of Chicago
have raised a demand for more religion.”’
Less religion and more knowledge would un-
doubtedly have a more" beneficial effect on

their brains and their posterity,

* *

In Austria there are four Anarchist organs
published in the Slavic languages: Omia-
dina, Novy Kult, Matice Slobody, and Hor-
2k, the latter having gained 3, 500 subscri-
bers in a few months. In March the first
number of an Anarchist weekly is t6 appear
in the same country. The comrades could
have made no better response against the per-
secutions of the government, after the assassi-
nation of King Humbert.

* *

*

As we go to press we learn that the Revista
/R’@;b:a published a letter from Paris protest-
ing against the arrest and detention of J. B.
©Olle, one of the Spanish comrades whom fany
will remember to have: met with the others

from Montjuich last spring. - Our friend Mar-

mol has also received a letter on the same sub- |’

Ject and, needless to say, we unite with him
in denouncing the persecution to which every
comrade in France is now open. Yet we can-
fiot say we are astonished, knowing the so-
called French Republic to be today one of
the most servile allies of reaction.—London

Freedom.

S C o

*

One of the most interesting districtsof Rug-
sia is the government of Vyatka, which is
very fertile. -In'it'is a well built town of
about 2000 inhabitants, situated, so to. speak,
in the backwoods of Orloff. It knows neith-
er big landlords nor nobl:s, and has not even
a governor. There are ‘no factories and no

rich philanthropic merchants. Ve, there is|

. established a high shcool for girls, and of
200 who attend ithx;g'g are daughters-of be
“ants. /The fee is about $1.50 per year, and

| dwelling-places, and their attendant miseries,

the board and attendance cost ahout 27 cents‘their

per months the meals being prepared from
provisions supplied by the parents. There
are other similar communities in Russia, and
in all of them, although these communities
are only about 30 years old, the people show
more culture and comfort than those in which
the schools are under the supervision of the
government, as even the government officials
admit in their reports.
* *
*

A mayor of New York on the wealth-dis-
tribution sounds startling. But it has hap-
pened, and we cannot do better than quote
his most forceful remarks, merely premising
that we do not hold ourselves responsible for
the violence of his language:

Mr. Abram S. Hewitt, a former mayor of New York,
has astonished a gathering in the Pro-Cathedral with
an eloquent outbreak upon the unequal distribution of
wealth. In a remarkable address, the speaker declared
‘that while the national wealth has increased five times
as much as the population, the rich have not even be-
gun to do what they ought to do to ameliorate the
condition of the poor. “If these terrible tenements,"
he said, “these overcrowded districts, these dark, foul
must be
#ssociated with industry, then I would to God every
industrial center could be destroyed. The rich are not
giving, in proportion to their wealth, one-half of that
which was given by their f&iities a generation ago.
Have they the right to take all this wealth and do no-
thing to correct the evils created in its production? If
this is the result of our industrial development, our
prosperity as a nation is purchased at a staggering
price.”

Whether the man.is serious or a mere no-
toriety hunter we cannot say; but he has
spoken some truths, and perhaps some will
listen and learn. But we are quite sure it
won’t be the rich.—Iondon Freedom.

*

There are not mény instances of revolt ‘in
the present day; but when we hear of them
it gives us fresh hope for the ultimate victory
of humanity over its oppressors. ‘The resist-
ance.of the Boers, the Filipinos and the Chi-
nese to European and American invasion—
with the object of exploitation—is all that
could be desired so far as a-check to the mon-
strous greed and cruelty of civilized nations
is concerned. But we regard as having more
significance all revolts against social injustice,
economic oppression and the brutalities of]|
militarism.

It is, therefore, encouragiig to read of the
Trient riots as being ‘‘a revolt against mili-
tary brutality,”” ¢During the last ; eek or
two,"’ says a correspondent of the Morning
Leader, ‘‘there have been numerous assaults
by armed officers on unarmed civiliars. _An
Ttalian waiter in the Cafe Trientino, at Trient
in the Southern Tyrol, was slashed on the
head with a cavalry sword by a ruffianly
officer to whom he had given no provocation
whfitever. He died of his injuries. An en-
gineer, named Fogaroli, was attacked by two
officers and maimed for life.”” ‘The military
authorities took no heed of all this; o, on
Boxing Day, 4,000 persons attacked the hea
quarters of the military ies at T'ri
“The bui

escape through back windows. The
police and gendarmery brought out to restore
order, were swept away by the infuriated
crowd, who made for the officers’ club. The
valiant officers turned down all the lights and
fled, pursued by the riotors. Nevertheless,
the club was entered and most of the furni-
ture smashed. Order is now restored, but
great bitterness exists between the ¢ivil and
military population.” We send our congra-
tulations to the civil population of Trient.
And this is the state of, things some howling
Britains, who “‘never will be slaves,”’ would
like to see established iff England.—London
Freedom.

* *

*

Fifty thousand workingmen and women
seek for work in vain and starve, in this city,
while the public press howls prosperity.—
The [conoclast,

—_ 0 —

Titerature,

Plain Words on the Woman Question. By Grant
Allen. M. Harman, :—300 Fulton Street, Chicago, Ill.
Price 5 cents.

This is a criticism of what is called the
““woman movement.” The author com-
plains that the adherents of this movement
have taken a position entirely inadequate to
the necessities of the case, in which he is
probably correct; but his position is so
untenable and based on such inadequate
grounds that ‘the pamphlet will he practi-
cally valueless as an agent for remedying the
mistakes of wltich he complains. The burden
of the whole essay is, that it is the duty of
woman to bear children. This is her main °
function; and all her efforts and energies
should be directed ina way so as to enable
her to best fulfil it. The ‘“‘“swwoman move-
ment”’ agitators ignore this prime natural
necessity.” He seems to regard thefact that
many women at the present time do not de-
sire to bear children, as a rebellion against
nature on the part of woman, due to the
mistaken tendency of the ‘““woman move-
ment.” The fact'is, however, that it is na-
ture’s rebellion against the artificial Gondi.
tions produced by man. Woman has no
‘duties to the race. If the conditions are so

unfavorable as to make it undesirable to
bear' children, it is the right of any woman
to refuse to bear them, notwithstanding all
ideas of “‘duty,” and fears for the race, If
the race can maintain itself only by impo-
sing burdens upon womar, it has no right -
toexist. Ina natural society; the bearing
and rearing of children will be a pleasure to

both sexes; and if the present “rebellion ” of
woman against bearing children for Mo-
loch’s maw willeall attention to our terrible |
conditions, there is no causefor regret. Who
does not applaud the women of France for
refusing to continue to supply the army with -
cannon food? In this manner they did more
to stop wars of conquest tha the allied di- -
omatis and statesmen ‘combined
v Or f our tir
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The number printed on the wrapper of
Yyour paper shows that yoursubscription
has been paid up to that number.

For PHILADELPHIA.,
There will be held for the bene- !
fit of FREE SoCIETY, the twenti-
eth centiry Russian tea party,
concert and ball, with Mmes.
Barili and Staller and Sig. Gian-
nini among the talent, on Friday |
evening, March 1, 1901, com-|
mencing at 7:30 p. m., at Penn-
sylvania Hall, Christian Street,
below Eighth. Dancing till 3 a.
m. Tickets 25 cents.

For CHICAGO.

The FREE SOCIETY SUSTAIN-
ING CLUB meets every Wednesday
evening at 515 Carroll Ave. Sub-
ject for discussion February 13,
‘‘Is Socialism the Road to An-
archy?” Comrade Isaak will open
in the negative. Those who re-
present the positive side are espe-

cially invited to atteud. Every
body welcome.
The Lake Street Elevated,

Ashland Avenue Station, or any
surface line crossing Ashland Ave.
or Pauline street will take you
here, which is one block east of
Ashland Ave.

The Collapse of tl_xe Socialist
Movement in Rumania,

The Socialist movement in Rumania,
which of late years steadily retrogressed,
collapsed completely; and it'was brought
about, as anywhere else, by the tactics

" of the ambitious leaders, in whom the
workers had implicit confidence, and
which the former betrayed by seeking to
further their own personal interests. A
few individuals, who through their cul-
ture and somewhat well-to-do situations
became the arbitrary leaders of the So-
cial Democratic Party, labored hard—
though vain were their hopes—for the re-
alization of their dreams, i. e. to hecome
the ruling party of Rumania, and they
the dignitaries of the Socialist govern-
ment. But perceiving that their bubble

- - —
| members, and treacherous conduct of the

leaders, it is no wonder that there is
hardly any one left with energy and
pluck enough to steer the completely
wrecked ship, misnamed the “Socialist
Party.” But even this deplorable dis-
aster was of some value. It convinced a
good many of the Rumanian working-
men that it is futile to trust in leaders.
It taught them that self-reliance is pref-
erable to trust in others. It also taught
them to cultivate the inner as well as the
outer man, according to the advanced
spirit of the times in which we live. It
finally taught them to ‘stand firm with
energy and perseverance against the en-
croachments of the exploiting classes.
These comrades who were saved from
the wreckage, have already begun to
propagate, without being dictated to by
leaders, more advanced ideas concerning
the individual man: how to live his own
life in his own way. They are also tear-
ing off the mask of all conventionalities
and prejudices, hoping in time to break
the fetters of the subdued and enslsved.
They recognize the right to life and lib-
erty for all according to each individu-
al's aspirations. FRraxcis Rapich.

A Wise Prosessor. .

Prof.. Hart of Harvard Uni-
versity says that if the people de-
mand the burning of Negros at
the stake as a penalty for commit-
ting horrible crimes, the State
should make burning the legal
penalty.  This will unques-
tionably pass down the ages as

the twentieth century; it is befit-
ting that such an outburst of wis-
dom should issue from a great in-
stitution of learning like Harvard.
It shows that the loud-mouthed
harangues of agitators; who would
inflame the people’s minds against
their temples of knowledge, are
all groundless—unreasonable.
My local pride arouses in me a
feeling of regret that our own
bright Kerosene University was
not the mother 6f such an illumi-
nating thought. At all events, I
can assure the professor that a few
more such outpourings will result

was going to burst, because Rumania is
not yet suﬂicient]_vdeveloped‘industrially
and in culture, much less are the proleta-
rians en masseintelligent enough toknow
and to demand their rights, the leaders
_sought to introduce palliatives and silly
innovations, instead of continuing to en-
lighten the proletarians and farmers.
The result was the callapse of the party;
and on its ruins they tried to build up
another—the *National Labor Party.”
In Ap“ril, 1899, the leaders convened a
congress for the purpose of organizing
the National Labor Party, but utterly
failed in their new scheme; for they had
not the material to form such a party
with. The intelligent proletarians under-
stood their machinations, and, not desir-
ing to become the tools again, kept aloof;
and the remainder of their former adher-
ents simply became totally indifferent.
Now these same would:be leaders, see-
ing what was against them, made com-
mon cause with their former enemies, the

in his being called here to occupy
the chair of universal knowledge.
And while waiting, I am specu-

lating as to whether he would|
stand by his logic did the mob |

demand him for their cdlf-roast,
instead of a Negro: J. F.

Chords.

There is no despair so deep as the "des-
pair of a bomeless man or woman. To
some the roads of the country or the
streets of the city, to feel that there is
no rod of ground on which the feet can
rest, to halt weary and hungry outside
lighted windows and hear laughter and
song within —these are the hungers and
and rebellions that drive men to crime
and women to shame.—Hamlin Garland.

This goverm;xent by injunction is the
most absolute despotism and-the most

bourgeois parties, liberal and eonserva-
tive, surnamed the whites and the reds.
After such wholesale desertién of the

flagrant usurpation known to organized
society. Thepower of the federal Jjudges,
as construed hy themselves, is greater

one of the greatest discoveries of

than theconstitution or the fundamental
rights of men. It suspends the freedom
of both speechand the press. It destroys
individual liberty. It exceds ein preten-
tion and in performance the exploded
doctrine of the divine right of kings. No
greater menace to our liberties could be
devised than the federal judge’s arbitrary
assumption of omnipotence and infalibil-
ity.—The Social Democrat.

@The Letter-Bozx.

D. C. Zibilin, Paris, France.—Remit-
tance received. Your subscription expires
with No. 342,

F. J.,, Oswego, N. Y.—Vol. III of The
Fireband, and all the volumes of FREE
SOCIETY can be had for 75 cents cach.

H. K., New York City.—The first issue
of FREE SoCIETY in this city appeared
last week; but yYou may not have re-
ceived the same, for we have discovered
that in the hurry and bustle a mistake
was made, and one bundle that ought to
have been addressed to New York City
was distributed in this city. All those
not having received the first issue, will
receive it by dropping usa postal card
stating the fact.

F. R, Philadelphia, © Pa.—Comrade
Morton's address is 1153 Howard St.,
San Francisco, Cal.

H. J. H., Pittsburg, Pa.—Nichts ist los.
It naturally takes some time to remove

apart as San Francisco and Chicago.
But the paper will now besent regularly.

Justice, Wilmington, Del—Your name
is on ourexchange list. We are glad you
are interested in our ideas, even though
you do not accept them. A fair hearing
is all we ask. 1 i

J. K., S. Manchester, Conn.—Letter
and “greenback” received. Thanks. We
arc glad you like the paper in its present
size; and if the comrades respond but
half as liberal as you have, its success is
assured. Greetings.

D. R., Columbs, O.—Fifty cents has
been credited to your subscription, and
remaining fifty will be forwarded to Com-
rade Govan, whose recent hold-up, we
are pldased-to note, you remember.

F. M.. City.—Such objections as yours

often come to light, each thinking him-
self the original objector. When you
will produce some argument to prove
your assertion that the majortiy must
or could rule, we will then discuss the
matter with youin FREESocIETY. Mean-
while we would ask if the majority rules,
what becomes of the few elected for that
purpose? )

@
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Snow, $1.25. Herlinger, Hirschfield,
Haering, Huling, Hallbeck, Watton, each
$1.  Maisel, Larson, Krapohl, Harter
House, cach 75c. Haase, Wiebe, Mott,
Rosenberg, Shiftan, Finegold, Barnett,
Clarkson, Ehrlich, Greenberg, Morwitz,
Hirschberg, Ribuffo, Rich, Maupassant,
Metzkow, Jackson, Radich, Walter, Rice,
Porter, Sersky, Segall, Severino, Aron,
Mohnen, Mussatto, Rothstein, Hallstein,
Huss, Roberts, Behrman, Lando, Stein,
Kusupian, Siegel, each 50c. Bordigan,
Buckman, Goodman, Fassstt, Vaughan,
Abel, Kotler, Hagen, Hermining, Kabak,
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Doxarions. — Sanger-Bund, Pittsburg,
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Cairns, $2. Jorgensen, -Adelstein, An
Editor, Baginsky, each $1. Nold, 75.
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85¢. Rudolph, Geier, Heinze, enqh 25¢.
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