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On the Wings of a Bird.
A sudden bird sped rapt and singing swiftly taward
tht hilue
From woodlsnds dark and dim,
Whiree somber borders T was slawly, sadly wandering
thre,
And my heart followed him.

Stnrtled from  doleful dremms and sick; ' sense of
doomed dismay,
With eves upon his dight,
I reached him soaring survely in the glowing dome of
day
Far toward the realms of light,

All strong, s tho apon some gracions, gloriows errand
bound,
He blithely winged the air;
My feet were lenden weighta, and firm and fized upon
the gr\mm?,
¥er 1 went with lnm thene,

And joined bim ighis music mad; n melody in praise
Of freedom, love and fife;
A song of rapturous effort, and of Tong-drawn, glnd-
sonie days P
Where richest deeds were rife.
It seemed we sought fair regions far upbeilded in the
Vit
Whith here no eves may see;
Where blest accomplished wonders wait, and joy has
strength to last,
And tears may never be. *

Fargetful for one instant perfect in new-born desire,
OF pain, of woe, of death,
Beyond all rench of thought marked with the sear of
sorrow's fire,
In hope I drew my breath,

The soul within me thrilled with aspiration new began,
Power came to heart and mind,
Winging my way at that vast height which 1 had
scaled and won, %
With memory left behind.

On, on we few far toward ‘the distant, placid, purple
penks,
And eastern springs nrd;m n;

And where some clouds lny soft, and rose and stretched

in snowy strenks, :
We vanished and were gone.
WILLIAM FrASCIS BARNARD.
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The Morality of Numbers,
Taxation withont consent isasplainly rob-
bery when enforced against one man as when

~ enforced against millions. Taking a man's

money without his consent is also as much
robbery when it is done by millions of men
acting in concert and calling thémselves a
government as when it is done by a single
individual acting on his own responsibility
and calling himself & highwavman. Neither

the numbers engaged in the act nor the dif-
“firent charactérs they assume as a cover for

the act alter the nature of the act itself.
When two men meet one npon the high-

way, or in the wilderness, have they a right

to dispose of his life, liberty, or property at
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their pleasure simply because they are the
more numerous party? Oris he bound to
submit to lose his life, liberty, or property,
if they demand it, simply because he is the
less numerous party 7 Or, becanse they are
more numerous than he, is he bound to
presume that they are governed only by
superior wisdom and the principles of justice
and no selfish passion that can lead themto

‘do him a wrong? Yet this is the principle

which it is claimed should govern men in all
their civil relations to each other. Mankind
fall in company with each other onthe high
way or in the wilderness of life, and it is
claimed that the more numerous pnrl:y,
simply by virtue of their superior numbers,
have the right arbitrarily to dispose of the
life, liberty, and property of the minority;
and that the minority are bound, by reason
of their inferior numbers, to practise abject
submission andconsent tohold their natural
rights—any, all, 'or none, as the case may be
—at the mere will of the majority; as if all
a man's natural rights expired or were sus-
pended by the operation of a paramount
law the moment he came into the piesence
of superior numbers.

If'such be the true nature of the relations
men hold toeach other in this world, it puts
an end to all such things as crimes, unless
they be perpetrated upon those who are
equal or superior in number to the actors.
All acts committed against persons inferior
i number to the aggressors become but the
exercise of rightful authority, And consist-
ency with their own principles requires that
all governments founded on the will of the
majority should recognize this plea ns a
sufficient justification for all crimes whatso-
ever.—Lysander Spooner.

Eors
(icnernl Smith and Imperialism.

If an) person retained sufficient eredulity
to believe that any rudlmcnta,rj honesty or

decency  appertained to imperiaism, his
childlike faith must have received a ro'u' ch

shock on learning the result of the trial of
General Jacob H. Smith. “ War is hell "
and its special function is to breed devils.
Nevertheless, even-in hell there are certain
grades of infamy. The ordinary code of
wr, ﬁanctlf_vmg mutual murder in set en-
gagements, is certainly bad enough. But
even this code forbids the torture and mur.
der of prisoners, as well a5 war on women
and children. These latter villainies are
ranked as heinous crimes in the eyes of
all who pretend to be civilized, however

much they may apologize for war in
general.

to the atrociousdeeds of the most degraded
~savages. The outrages in the Philippine Is-

lands are no longer denicd. The American

people have sunk to so low adepthasto
tolerate them with complacency, and to re-
elect to high office those most responsible
for these deeds of darkness.

General Smith, it will heﬂ:membcred 15
the officer who in Samar proved himself such
an unmitigated monster as to shock the
whole civilized world. He ordered his sub-

The ultra barbarism of Amer-
can imperialism is shown by its reversion

urdmntcs ta “kill every male over ten years

of age,” and to “make a howling wilder-
ness ! of the whole island of Samar, wldlug.
* The moreyou kill and burn, the better you
will please me.!  These fiendish commands
were only obeyed in part, since they went
too far for even the hardened natures of his
subordinates; but enough wias  done to
brand the author of it all with the inefface-
able mark of damnable iniquity, and to re-
dound to the eternal disgrace of the Amer.
ican nation.

Now, whitdo we find done in the matter?

The wreteh was a deliberate eriminal, a
murderer on a giant scale, even according

to the laws of war, which exeuseso much

crime,  Yet this unspeakable fiend, instead
of being shot, according to mthtary s
instead of being hung, according toc civil
law ; instead of being sentenced to perpetnil
imprisonment, aceording to w mereiful stand-
ard; instead of being marooned or exiled,
aceording to the wish of those who wau]d
_protect® society, withont mﬂu.tmg o mere
vindictive punishment on its enemies; this
collosus of erime is mildly rebuked, and let

off from active service, to be placed on the

. pension I:st as a retired officer, to be sup.

pur‘tcd in ulh:ness with the moncy of the

American people. Roosevelt and Root both
go out of their way to apologize for the
hpary ruffian, and to regret that they are
foreed to take any action at all The drmy
and Navy Journal, true to its calling, defends
the villain Smith, and objects to even the
mild sentence which he has received. It
would put a halo around his head, for so
beautifully nxcmphf_v,mg the true mllttary
spirit. It prates about his. bemg punished
for mere " words,” ﬁsrgu:_ ing that these
“words ! were orders, wiiich made Him ex
actly as responsible for de ommitted in
consequence of them, as if Tic had performed
3;1! facit

those deeds with his gwn hands,
.pcr.a.’mm, ﬂu:.r:pcr s, {whoc.vtr acts tllm
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another, is himself the doer of the deed,) is
too old and too obyvious a maxim to be ig-

_nored even by the Army and Navy Journal.

As an Anarchist, I do not believe in pun-
ishment atall. By eliminating the cause of
such monstrosities as Jake Smith, 1 would
prevent the necessity of dealing with them.
But the advocates of government, who deal
so sternly with lesser criminals, are neither
honest nor consistent in using mildness to-
wird an inhuman blood drinker of theSmith
type. The least that could honorably be
done, from their standpoint, would he to
strip off his uniform, drum ‘him out of the
army to the tune of the " Rogue's March,"”
and brand him with the perpetual stigma
of a dishonorable discharge. But imperial-
;sm could not do this, or any other honest
dued, without condemningitself. JakeSmith
is its fitting representative. But what will
the future say ? James F. MorToON, IR,
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The + Windmills.”

A reader of Free SocieTy accuses me of
being unjust in my criticisms of the Socialist

parties; that I am * fighting windmills";
that their “aim is that of the Anarchists—
complete freedom for the individual,” and
that we only differ in our tactics to attain
the ideal. Now,] am well aware that many
well-meaning Socialists imagine individual
freedom will be achieved as soon as they
have ‘captured’ the government, and all
other social problems will be solved as a
matter of conrse when the Socialst majority
has cstablished “economic freedom.” But,
asidefrom the fact that a révolutionasy gov-
ernment is an impossiblé proposition, which
the government that would proclaim Social-
ism would necessarily have to be, individual
aspiration is of no avail in judging political
parties in which the ignoronce of the major-
ity turns the scales. As Schiller says:
i+ ek of them tnken singly, is passably pgifted with
TEASGT
Lt them assemble—and straight inte o blockhead he
turns.”

Only their literature, their press, and
the tendency of the drift of the movement
can be taken as a criterion; and for the bén-
ifit of ourSocialist friends 1 will quote a few
words from Karl Kautzky, one of the most
prominent writers of the MarxianSocialists
in Germany. In his book '* Basis of Social
Demoeracy,” Ch. IX, he says:

All forms of present wages: remunecation by the
hour or picce, speeinl honuges for extra ¥ ilanble work

bl the fiirms of COREMPOTTY Wages, 5 Titthe aid-
ifiel, are perfectly procticabie in n Scciulist society.

Fram this the tendency of the present So-
cinl Democracy is apparent. It neither
proposes to establish equality nor abaolish
the wage system, The Communism Marx
so vigorously adyocated hasgradually devi-
ated to State Capitalism pure and simple,—
a very nitural development in the slippery
path of * political action.” And what will
have remained of the original aim—the *rey.

_olutionary principles "—when the v have the

government captured ?
Put let ns consider their present aim and
see wheter our Socialist friend is correct in

-gaying that *under a Socialist administra-

tion of things the individual will be free to
choose his occupation and location according
to talent and inclination.” Kautzky does
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not coincide with him. In the samebook,
Ch. X, on * Socialism and Liberty," he says:

Soclulist production is not compatible with lberty of
wrork, that s to say with the worker's freedom to
work when of how be likes , . . 1t is troe, under the

* ruléof capitalism & worker still enjoya the Bherty up to

# vertain degree. 17 he does not quite like o factory, he
can find wark elsewhere, In a Sociul Democratic so-
ciety, all the means of production will be eoncentrated
by the State and the lnticr will be the only emplayer;
there will be no choice. The workman of today enjoys
more liberty than he will possess in a Socialist society.

It is not Sacinl Democracy that eliminates the right
of choosing wurk aud time, but the development of
production ftsell.

What wonderful somersanlts *scientific e

Socialisiaperforms| But, mind you, neither
Social Democracy nor the corrupted leaders
are to be made responsible for the slavery
the workers will enjoy with a * full dinner
pi il Another deity—* development ' is its
pame—has been invented, and so nothing is

left for the ever deluded toilers but to bow

in silenl reverence to this new divinity. As
‘tho not man's intelligence but some ‘myste-
_rious power is the sdiffactor in the evolu-
fion of social institutions; and to disobey
this peculiar deity would be a social crime.
Such is the result of the theory of ** economic
determinism,” or *dielectic al reasoning,”
which the ancient philosophers very aptly
defined as sophistry.
But the climax of effrontery is reached, it
seems to me, by Kautzky in the following

paragraph:

Goal and movement in the Social Democracy belong

together and are not to be separated from each other.
When, however, gonl and movement do come in con-
flict with each other, it is the later thint must give
way, In other words, sucial de velopment stundshigher
thiin the interests of the proletariat and the Socinl
Demperney cannot protect profetaring interests when
soeiinl development standsin the wiy.

Do you know what this means in plain
English? Simply this: Never mind, no mat-
ter what may happen. If we compromise, if
we act treacheronsly, if weforsake the inter-
ests of the toilers, if we tell you not to rebel
but patientiy starve and suffer and chserve
strict discipline—do not blame us. God—
pardon. me, taneial development,"'—stands
higher than the interests of the workers and
we cando nothing for you when this myste-
rions, omnipotent and. omniscient divinity
stands in the way., ‘'God deliver us from
our fricnds.” .

And Kautzky has failed to tell his readers
by what means the fool voters‘are to decide
whether it is treachery or ‘‘development™
when the Socialist representatives shonld
fil to do something for the ever hoping and
ever duped workers; but from inference I
assume that is to be left for fate to decide.

A wonderful divinity this **social develop--

ment™"! It has frustrated many hopes and
aspirations of many a toiler, but the ' par-
ties grow wonderfully."

But our Socialist friend would not have it
so. “Nocompromise will ever satisfy me,"!
he continues, Very well; but the discipline
of the party and the new deity are against
you, and S0 it means either to comply with
‘egoeinl developmeats’! or join the Anarch.
ist ranks, for political parties teed on com-
promise and corruption. Stoddard Dewey
observes in the Contemporary Review that
in France and Germany Social Democracy
hus developed into mére “*Nationalism,”
« Bernstein [who advocates alliances with

liberal partics] is still fought in theory, Bt
in practise we have agreed with him for the

lust twenty-five yeéars,' said Mr. Vahlteich,

anex-member of the Socialist representatives
in the Reichstag, now onthe editorial staff
of o German Socialist daily in New Yok,
recently. At the Socinlist congress in Ger-
many, October, 1888, where Bernstein's
hook was discuased at length, Auer said he
had written to Bernstein: * Dear Ned, you
are an ass; for such things [ns expressed in
Bernstein's book] are not said but done.”
(See Prot., p. 208). Thus we see that not
only are the Socialist votersdeluded by illog-
ical ressoning but also by deliberate false-
hood. ' : INTERLOPER.
e— u e
What is Libery?

In my last under this title 1 dwelt more
on organization, I fear, than on liberty. It
is a failing of mine, this harping on * Organ-
ization.” If only its advocates would de-
fend the idea and not use the word so loose-
1y. As it is one never knows really what

__{he word means, and it is the same with

liverty. It seems to me we shonld delve for
_theprinciples. ;

1 early discovered in liberty a prineiple
of right action, I then donned the red cap
of Anarchism. 1 said freedom is the soil in
which right actions grow. As Archimedes
discovered in water a principle whereby he
could deterniine the pure metal in Hiero's
crown, I had found in liberty a principle de-
termining the right action of men. It is the
logic of history. Justin proportion as lib-
erty has advanced, and restriction and re-
straint have retired, has good-will—right
action—and the betterment of men been
manifested. Says Auberon Herhert:

Has any race of men ever fuirky tried even the hum-
blest experiment of freedom and found it fail ? ‘Have
not the human faculties grown in every ficld just as
freedom has been given them.  Have men ever clang to
protection and restraint nnd officinlism without en-
tangling themselves deeper-and deeper dita. evils from
which there was no outlet ¥

“Poralways in thine eyes, O Libertyl

Shines that high light wherely the world is gaved.”

And I loved liberty and wonld trust it ab-
solutely ; and it grieved me when 1 learned,
as I did in time, that my teacher who had
inscribed this motto of John Hay's over the
doorpost of his dwelling, did not really dare
+o trust it, but would establish an organiza-
tion to msure it.

Freedom estublished by organization has

the same relation the Church has to religion.
This truth is wellpresented hy J. Wilson in
Free Society. He says ‘“there is no need
of an organization to maintain or advance
moerailty, any more than there is need of in-

stitutions or contrivances to maintain or

advance justice, right, kindness, virtue or
goodness.  They exist and advance by their
own inherent power. Truth aud right are
strong in their own might, and no human
service can either aid them or retard their
progress.” e -
How does the idea of an arganization to
‘maintain “equal liberty ' differ from the ar-
gument of the governmentalist, that gov-
ernment is necessary to preserve freedom?
We are told that only under government
could liberty be maintained, and that gov-
ernment is the only effective organization.
Orizanization to be effective must exercise
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the governmg power; not only this, but
‘there must be no higher power.  And when
my teacher assured me that Anarchism con-
templates courts, police, and jaile, 1 failed
to see any diffcrence between the governing
power of such an organization and that of
government. In those days 1 did not argue
the guestion with my comrades. I was not
clear as to the position of all Anarchists, 1
knew that this organic power was opposed
by many, and by many held to be simply
another form of government. Victor Yarros,
in defending the Anarchist Club in Boston,
said : -

Granted that onr chairman & a despot, and that on
& specific pocasson and i certain clearly defined matters
we dfo alwdicate our individual berty, it will still be
bard for eritics to show thst there exists any affinity
between such action and the principle and methods of
Eovermment by compulsion.  Individual liberty in-
clodes the liberty to make and unmake kings, to estab.
Iish and disestablish povernments.  If we choose to be
governed by a despot, we are simply exervising nur
soverrign freedom to govern oorselves as we please.

Now while I have no objection to men en-
tering such an organization, 1 do protest
against calling it Anarchism. I want friends
to contemplate such a condition; and what
it would amount to if the general govern-
‘ment was abolished. Would despotism un-
der such condition be something different
than onder government? Would the abdi-
cation of individoal liberty under Anarchy
be different from the subjugation of the in-
dividual under povernment ? ¥
" When I broadened my horizon with the
study of Anarchist Communism, my vision
became @learer, and liberty as a principle
governing the action of men became more
apparent and more essentinl.

To me it 1s the higher plane of Anarchism.
1 did not like the word Communism, but
neither did I like the word Anarchism at
first. But association has endeared it, and
I may come to love the term Communism.
Still 1 think it superfluous  Anarchism is
the whole thing ; and our commercial friends
are granting us the title. And really as the
idea unfolds, distinction and differcnce are
becoming more and more non-essential.

The logical conclusion of Anarchism is the
establishment of liberty, equality and frater-
nity. The evolution of liberty means the
elimination of man’s dominion,—ahsolute
individual liberty. ' The evolution of equal-
ity is the establisment of the sovereign indi-
viudual. The eévolution of fraternity means
the brotherhood of mankind.

Trust Liberty, as a plant "twill spring
And thrive in any soil;
And nartored it will surely bring
The just rewsard of taoil.
Trust Liberty, "twill enrich the soil;
The more its growth we puand,
The more we in its harvest toil,
The more i our rewarnd.
A, LERoy LounaL,.

o
Like 2 Witchcraft Trial,

The convicticn of Lois Waisbrooker,
which took place in the federal court at Ta-
coma, Wash., July 1_5. is another item of
proof that no person’s liberty or property
is safe who publishes unpopular YICWS S0
long as thifate of sachisleft with a narrow-
minded jury, whose native prejodice against
new ideas is expanded by the rant of an un-
scrupulous prosecutor. Mrs. Waisbrooker
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Prinh*d what is called a * free love” artwﬁe:
in her paper, Clothed With the "-'m!. The

Tacoma Daily Ledger states that * the ar-

ticke was not claimed to be obscene in lan-

guage’ ; the offenseconsisted in the doctrine
expounded. The conviction, therefore, is a
plain denial of freedem of discussion.

Mrs. Mattie Penhallow, who was indicted

with Mre. Waishrooker, but acquitted, was

postmistress of the Home colony. Mrs,
‘nisbrooker is destribed by the Trcoma

Ledger ;
In Bpmmh:i‘._ the woman uniler conviction is white.
haired. bent with ngt, and wpon ber face the years

have Jeft their deep impress. The wrinkles and the

shrunken cheeks and thin and trembling lips are there,
the comman heritape of age, but in the cyes there is
none of the vacancy of senility.  They still show forth
the glenms of an frtellect defiant to the fight of time
and unheedling of the hody's wenkened wigar. They
reflect the matarity of thought that mm}:u'mt'h not
ooly years, bat decades of thinking and writing along
particular lines.  For thirty years has Lois Wais
Brooker written on subjects having to do with ethical
guestions viewed from standpoints seldom taken by
anthors, man or woman.

Yesterduy during the course of the trinl, her physical
stremgrth, taxed by !(mg ‘hours mtltqndnnm_u!, catirt;

and by sustnining a rigid examination on the witness

stand, gave oot and she all but tell on the Aoor ina
faint. She wae tuken from the court room by friends
and partially revived, but was unable he present
last evening, when the venfict of her wnrlvu:tmn Wils
returned by thrjury

“The judge in passing sentence took ocea-
sion to show kis disagreement with the jury.
He felt free to say that in his opinion the
article was not obscene, and on that ac-
count he would impose the lightest penalty
permitted by the law, which would be one
hundred dollars' fine, withont costs or im-
prisonment. The friends of Mrs. Waishrook-
er paid the fine, an:] she rc:umcd with tl:em
to Home,

If some shade from the seventeenth centu-
ry could have been present on the oceasion,

it must have revived his memory of the

witch trials of that period.—Truth Seeker.
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Comrades to the Front.

The undersigned and others have united
themselves into a community which will be
located on 640 acres of timber and meadow
land in Wisconsin, about éight hours ride
from Chicago. \\'L expect to break ground
September 1, for our town, and the necessary
buildings, such as a comfortable community
home, shoolhouse, lecture room, postofiice,

L

warchonse, and stables for live stock will he

put up very guickly.  Our first and immedi.
ate step after tne buildings are up, will be
theentting and mnrkc_ting-df_iimber.'running
@ chicken ranch of about one thousand birgs,

# sheep ranch of one hundred head of breed:

ing ewes, cows to supply milk, cream and
butter for our table will be kept, also the
neerssary. driving horses, work mules and

oxen. By January 1 we expect to manufac-

ture our own shoes and clothing, the spin-
ning and weaving of cloth will I taken up
as soon as possible, We now have members
who are carpenters, shoemalkers, iron work-
ers, and farmers. Other lines of manufac-
turing will be taken up later. Our aims
are to prodoce all our wants, or “nearly
s0,as possible, buying nothing and selling
nothing. This is not a buisiness proposi-

tion. We do not want to make profits from -
each other or the old world, We simply.

- S

“Church, the banker, the rm.lrﬂad_s, and the j:,,*;

_ the store. o - .

- m" ours may be taken for granted—not even

. Again andagain we hear orreadstatemeuta L

T— i3 SR
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\'w"ant to make a llviﬁg 'mtht!tnﬂkast effort. - ;
This will be accomplished by climinating
the profits of the landlord, the trader, the

creations of the fnshion carpenters of Paris
and I.ondnn Commoditics of all sorts wali s
beputonthefmlmt,mﬁ‘eeasmrtonlluf o
our members, When acomrade wants any- t
thing he goes to onr store room and helps
himself or hcmil’ as the mse may be. _ This
p!an will work all right ﬁpcopk will take
their table mm:mers Elb‘l.'lg when t]:ey gc tu

We want free com;aﬂes to JCIII] ua at ~onm:. :
Those who do not believe in common pmpw :
‘erty can buy land ad_]i}mmg ours and prac. o

 tise free Socialism or Individualism, and en. o
_joy all the social and educationial advan-m\-\ ? :
‘tages which the town afiords. We shall
locate our community hmlﬂmgs so that the

‘Socialists and Individualists can ‘iacatethv:tr - ~ . .
buildings right across the street from ours 2

‘and thus form the town. The I'u!lomng -
‘named property, viz., a driving mare, two

buggies, one work wagon, a setof carpenter
tools, a small chicken ranch, househald and ;
office furniture, and about $1,000 cash has
already been merged into the community. -
Comrades who aremtcrcs"tec] m,ajr app‘ly to e
either of the undersigned, e
Austm. .ﬁ- N.52d Av. | H Rowau..
Rosa Su:.mw.v. . L
Chl{.‘ﬁbﬂ, 332 8. Margsm e o
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Plty the Poor Rlch -
It would seem that m}thmg in this worid

the fact that riches are better than poverty, W

in ‘which someone bewails the lot of the rich
and bespeaks pity for them, arguing that -
they are hardly any better off than theirless .
fortonate neighbors, the poor, _since, with o
all their riches, " they cannot eat more than
one dinner, wear more than one suit oi‘
cluthes, ar occupy more. than one building
at a time'" Besides, “they have all the“
worry and anxiety incidental te the posses-
sion of wealth and the r_nnnagtmcnt of large .
business enterprises,’ e
Poor richr! ¥Yours j.El,lﬂ{']Et'!i ap:tml}le Iat, .
and many a tear I shed for you. But there ©
is ﬂncJ:hmg—-wh:ah in your miserableplight
¥Ou seem to nvuionk——that may afford con. e
sulerable relicf from the misery of wealth:
Why not give all you have to the : pour, and L
change lots 7— D.A. M., I‘Inln,dl:lphaa ’ﬂmc.-; S '

h
A man arrrstc:d at the %h:te Hpu&c asa

crank declares’ that he has “the power of
ui!mg w hun: Uncle Sam 18 being robbed.”

There are lots of that kind of cranks in

\hashmgwn, but they are shroewd enough
to keep yuiet- ﬂ}jmt"tt.—wphllﬂdt'lp]lm me-
ger.

=
There is no mr:«uur.d:lc or dcﬁnqhic Hires.

ent.”  All time is "[mst” or “future” Are
you pre.-p.lrmg ﬁ)r' cternity, (.Imrchltc I'm -

L

A-]min_ting'u(; Rh‘pﬁi
or Dthf.'r‘wdrl_i. done
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Formerly True Fremmeaxn,

Pahliahed Weeklly By, ociismastisinin L ISAA R,
OME DOLLAR A YEAR.

Address all Commumieations and malke all Money
Ordera payable to FREE SUCIETY, 331 WALNUT
§T., Chicago, 1L

Entered at the Chicago post office ns pecond-class
matter, Octoher 20, 1801, :

The publishers as suca are not necessarily in agree-

. ment with nny opinions expressed by the contributors.

AnARCHY.—A social theory which regards the union
uf order with the ahsence of nll direct gnvernment of

nnn by man as the political ideal; ahsalute individual

fib ty.—Century Dictionary.
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1F these hgures correspond ='th the number printed
on the wrapper of your Frex SocieTy, your sibscrip-
tion expires with this nomber.

MNotes.

Comrade T, Appel is collecting subscrip-
tions for FREE SscigTy in Chicago. Those
in arrenrs may expect a call from himat an
carly date.

b . -

To anyone sending ns $2 we will send
Free SocieTy one year and Dr. Greer's A
Physician in the House.” Also to anyone
sending us one new subscriber and $2 we
will send the same, This appliesto renewals
as well as new subseriptions,

L] L]

-

s Pages of Socialist History,"” by W, Teher-
kesoff, is now ready. This book is recom-
mended to Socialists of all schools, as. it
deals with the history of the * Internation-
al,” and the attitnde of Marx and Engels
towards Bakunin. Paper cover, 2b cents.
By mail 80 cents. Send orders to Chas. B.
Cooper, 114 Fourth Ave,, New York, N. Y.

—— ﬂ —
Current Comment.

In & Socialist publication 1 notice an ad-
vertisement of the work “ Fields, Factories,
and Workshops," by Peter Kropotkin. That
ahont the “ad” which struck me as peculiar,
was the absence of the author’s name,
and the statement that the book is “by a
Russian nobleman.! Certainly, Kropotkin
is a nohle man—one of the noblest the world
ever produced—and he is also a ** prince," 1
believe, But to see his works advertised by
a publisher so weak kneed as tofear mention-
ing his name is laughable, [ am sorry my
Socialist brethernare so badly frightened by
Anarchy that some of them do not dare to
mention by uame its most distinguished
apostle. T an glad, however; that the So.
cinlists are rending Kropotkin, From him
they will learn the one great truth which
politieal Socinlism lacks, viz,, that true So-
cinlism is ntterly antagonistic to human
authority; and when they master this, they
will be pretty sure to land in the Anarchist
sheepfold.  Courage, my brave boys; the
Anarchist bandwagon has already started,
and you had best hurry, or the “Injuns "’
will get you. . .

-
Liberty! **Whatcrimes are committed in
thy name!' And what absurdities! The
discussion between Simpson and James on
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this subject is hoth entertaining and in-
structive; but I fear it will be barren of

practical results. Long ago 1 came to the

hylo-idealistic conception that nothing is
absolute, that all ideas are merely relative,
that mental conceptions are made by com-
parison, and that no proposition outside of
mathematics was or ever will be exact, The
trouble with all plumb-liners is that their
atom-dividing logie carries them  beyond
the domain of relative facts and loses them
entirely in a ten-foot fog of metaphysical
speculation, in which the truth of anything
depends upon each disputant's arbitrary
definition of words,  For example, trake the
assertion ;' Force in defense of equal liberty
is justified.” And what, pray, is equal lib-
erty? And whereis the limitation of *'de-
fense! beyond which the use of force be-
comes invasive? Someone must settle these
guestions, but-who? Ah, there's the rub.
1f equal liberty and defense and invasion
were terms of exact and absolute meaning,
all would be well. But they are not. They
are mental conceptions of relative condi-
tions, and any npt to enforce them by
compulsion will ‘destroy “equal liberty,"
overthrow * defense,”” and set up force in its
inevitable form—government, To my no-
tion the non-resistants are the most con-
sistant and logical of the Anarchists, but I
am not a non.resistant.  Having to choose
between non-resistance, whichleadslogically
to slavery,and resistance, which as logically
lends to aggression and authorty, [ some.
times feel like the old darky, who, when told
by en excited revivalist that one road led to
hell and the other to everlasting destruction,
cried out: “ Bress pawd, dis here nigger's
gwine take to de woods!” 1 hope James
and Simpson will solve the riddle—but

The faintest whisper of the wind's
Not fuinter than vy hope,

- -
.

Plutocracy, in its contest with labor, has
no more servile and pliant tool than the
judicial power. Recently, Judge Jackson,
of Virginia, in passing sentence upon
i Nather!" Jonesand other labor organizers
of the coal miners' strike, for " contempt,"
let the feline escape from the judicial wallet
as follows:

In the ease under consideration thereis no adequute
remedy at law: in fuct, the lnw furnishes no satisinc-
tory remedy ngainst professional aygitators, unfess the
powers of the couris of cquity [7] be invoked,

By his own admission then, these * pro-
fessional agitators'' had violated no law,
and this judge therefore procecds to make
the 1aw he enforces.  Can the ezar of Russia
do more? Where, then, is our boasted
American liberty and “popular govern.
ment''* Throttled by judicial tyranny,
which the stupid people suffer without a
protest, blinded with the splendid rhetoric
of paltroon politicians, who tell them they
are the sovercigns, who make their own
rulers, we are ruled by a money oligarchy,
and the goyvernment officialsare butits paid
and plinnt tools.

- -
-

Judge fackson further gives expression to
the growing hostility of the judicinry to free
speceh, 1f anyone thinks for a moment
that this most cherished prerogative of free-
dom is not serionsly menaced in sentiment

by the officinl class, let him ponder these
words from Judge JTnckson’s decision

© Mo publicist or statesmu, loyal to his country, ever
eluitued that free speech gave the dght to anyone i
advoente and defénd treasan to his country, or ifssat.
deilietion to fes institutions,  Bree speceh inspired the
Annrchists . ., nond 1 now ask, whether it s not time
for our Inwmakers = . . to conkider whethet freedom
of speech should not be considered by statntes to sug
preas seditinne sentiments,

There vou have the frank statement of a
sentiment that lias permeated the editorials
of the daily press, found utterence from the
pulpit, and been' presented in innumerable
puises in the speeches delivered in congress

“duting the past few months; and, which

has, in a general way, found expression
during the last dozen yenrs. The dominant
power of this country propose simply to
regard as criminal any expression of dis.
satisfaction on the part of anybody with
the existing beautiful arrangement of things

—an arrangement so highly satisfactory to

the commercial free-hooters and their hire-
ling tools, the government officials, And, if
the people will only submit (as the non-
resistants suggest) this benevolent senti-
ment will very soon find expression in legis-
lation, as the Virginia Jefleries has proposed.
The overthrow of this fermenting conspira-
cy of plutoeracy and political power must
be achieved by the emergetic action of the
people, if they desire to prevent the utter
extinction of popular freedom in this repub.
lic,
- -
-

1 advise the writers who contribute to
FREE SocigTy to be careful. An editorial
published in an Anarchist journal of Swit-
zerland came near shattering to fragments
the peace of Europe. War between the
country named and her neighbor, Italy,
was only aveitea by the mediation of the
Gerwan kaiser. S0 you see wlat a terrible
responsibility rests upon the shoulders of
the Anarchist editor. A three line para-
graph from Jumes or Simpson might un-
lash the dogs of war on this contineént, and
send pur heroic Theodore forth at the head
of his embattled legions to hathe in blood
the hostile shores of some distant land, em-
broiled on such account. Let every pencil
wielder of the Free Sociery force equip
him or hersell at once with a goodly supply
of proper diplomacy. The Anarchist editor
may hold the peace of the world in the hol-
low of his composing sticlk; and the cause
of the world's next great war maye'en now
be serenely reposing on the copy book. Let
us be careful. «

To some extent, Comrade James F. Mor-
ton, Jr.is correctin his recent criticism of
myremarks on EdgarA. Poe. [ conless thut
my comments were not properly gualified,
The article was hastily written, and 1 did
not even read it until in print. What T
really intended to say was that Poe, in my
own poor judgment, was the greatest genius
of the American poets. [ consider Victor
Hugo's a greater intellect than that of Poe,
and perhaps Byron deserves to runk with
‘i the genius of the night.” Then, too, my
admiration of Poe is for his style rhther
than the breadth of his intellect,  Certainly,
asa thinker, n student of human thought
and passions, Whitmuan wuas greater than
Poe, but not in language—in the power of




- greed and avarice chooses. to umpose.

cxpm—nf, still, to be more exact—in
1mgmﬁ.tmn. 1 confess that I donot appre-
‘cinte. Whitman's literary style. 1 admire
him, not as & poet, but as a prophet of sub:
lime ideals—one whose great soul could feef
the truth—and who dared voice the truth
as he grasped it.  Aside from this, the only
fault I find with Mr. Morton'scriticism was
his omission of William Morris from his list
of the world’s great poets. Certainly Mor.
ris was greater than Markham—greater in
style sind thought. Thisis not said in dis-
paragément of theanthor of * The Man with
the Hoe," who has undoubtedly enriched the
store of poetical literature with one of its
 finest gems.  But nothing else from Mark-

ham’s pen has sofar approached ** The Man
with the Hoe” It is the author's only mas-

terpiece. Ross Wiss.

—_——

The Strikers at Work.

Thestrike situation is nnchanged ; no sign
of wenkness on eitherside. Thecoal barons
doggedly insist there is nothing toarbitrate;
and that under no circumstances will they
let the miners dictate to them whom they
shall hire and how much wages they shall
_pay, the slaves who dig their miserable
lives away, down t!erp in the bowels of the
earth, while the miners insist the time is
now at hand when they must have a yoice
in the sale of their labor. No longer, they
say, will we suhm:t to the indignity of being *
forced to submit 1o such terms of employ-
ment as the hosses seefit tooffer us.  Hence-
Jorth labor in the mines must he conducted
upon eertain specific plans agreed to by
both parties to the contract. The million-
-aire is steadinst; so is the miner.

The millionaire will not attempt to fll the
mines with other miners for some time to
come. The task would be hard. Itwill not

be s0 easy to get 147,000 miners and work-

ers and camp them behind stockades.

It has taken no little courage on the part
of the miners, many of whom had not
enough to keep them in food for a week of
idleness, to Jeave the mines and enter upon
a strug;,‘li. with such a powerful enemy as
they imagine the millionaires to be.

And indeed the millivnaires are a power-
ful foe, for have they not tightly gripped
within their pow cerful hands the very earth
upon which it has been the misfortune of
the miners to have been born? In this re-
spect we are all miners, all v:ct:ms of the
grasping ignorance of a very low strata of
civilization. Organized society is a bandit
who plunders the many [or the benefit of .
the fese. In theory it protects all its mem-
bers. In pm»ttsc it throws all na weight
upon the side of the nnﬂ;nn.urcaud actually
nssists him i stary mg the workers into an
acceptance of the terms of Inbor he, in, h:s

What is organized socicty

The lepislator w ith his Inw book; the sol-
dier with his gun; and the policéman with
his elub.  These compose urgauized society.
The gun and club are subject to the book;
and the boolk is in the hands of the million-
aire. The miner ig not yet fully aware of
this Fiet; but the force of events will one
duy un;-i tut 1t in his mind ; snd he will bea
mnel wiser wian for lnving learned it.

The miner is 4 sort of blind {oree moving

_ever ready to order out troops, issuing

in a direction he wots not anf he umm
‘swhere he is at, but not the d;rcctuem i
which he moves.
but not that freedom is 8o near at hand.

His vision is obscured by ages of slavery
and superstition; none the less he moves in
abedience to internal activity and faces the
hell of starvation rather thansubmit longer
to & condition that has become intolerable.

He faces an enemy most powerful. Power-.

ful for l.hl,’ TeasOn that the millumfme ‘as.
well as owning the carth, owns nrgamm:l
society likewise. '

When the miner awakes he wall see that
the bwnership of urgnnmed society—the
State—by the m“llmnmm is essential to his
-uwm-rump of the mines and theearthi in gtn-
eral. The State, whatever it may he in
theory, isin. pﬂict]st a g:ga.n'hc trust hav-
ing for its purpose the protection of its fel-

low trusts.  The miner believes this latter

trust is necessary to the perpetuatnm of the.

 race and the progress of mankind. He
thinks it protects him, which it often pre-

tends to do; and appeals toit to assist him,
a poor helplﬁs:% child, from the cold, iron
grasp of the coal triist,

Poor miner! So soon as hequits the m:m..
if he attempts to move, he finds himsell

“hedged in on every side by a network of
law which he must not hrmk thru, or the

whole we:ght of the Statecomes thundering
down on his head. Even now the military
is ready to manh down upon him at a

moment’s notice and bore him full of holrs, -

if he refuses to qmci]y starve by the rond-
side. He hires an agent to go among h:s
fellows and anluuml: them with his wants,
and the agent is clapped into jail. A Judge,
a member of the State trust, convicts him
of the crime of agitating among sln,ves con-
lcnted with their lot; and more, deuoam:ca
him as a vampire.

“Labor leaders, saysa vennrab‘lc look-
ing old fossel named Jackson, as he sentenced
some miners to prison. for ninety days for
the heinous crime of sprmdmb the glorious
gospel of discontent among. their fellows,
“ Labor leaders are vampires that live and
fatten on the honest labor of the coal miners
of this country, sAnd are busybodics Lremm;,
dissatisfaction among a class of people who
are quiet, well disposed, and who do not

want to be disturbed by the um:Lusmg ag-

itution of this class of people.”

This is a very fine apv:cch and will no
doubt start some miners on 4 line of thought
that will lead them to the conelusions ex-
pru,sul in this letter, that the government
is the guardian of the trusts; and that all
its officers from the presrdeut down to the
 thug who wears a deputy sherifl’s badge,
Siare vampires that live and f(!.l.lx.ﬂ o1 the
honest labor of the coal miners”—and all
the othér 1#651('1.& of the land; u:Ll'“hu'.lrz

G

tions, and shoot the sacred spark of Bk
of any worker at any time the mzlhunmnﬂ
bid them do so. If this is not clear to the
miners [ bid them study the dc\'eloprnurt of
the strike. .

The millionaires, ** vampires who live and

fatten on the hopest labor uf um] miners"

and other honest tozlt.rs, are masters of
time, and our guestions of right are vain
conceits.  The miners may starve and be
damned; the sacred rights of property to

-

He knows he is a slave,

_ miliation of having tocringe to the I:mught)

_crush its creators must not be che e :
‘The millionaires ]mmgt quietly in theecool, =
refreshing breezes of the seaside resorts, :
content mth the *‘justice of their cause™; =
wh:leihc miners famish in dusty ma&mdes
nt Pennsylvanin, the ‘millionaire waits the
miner to starve. "Iiungx-.r is the weapon
that will drive the miner back to the mines
at the old terms of ‘employment; but while
he sits by the raadside and watches his w:fg
-and children slowly starve, he wonders what e
is the meaning of it all; and dreads the hu- '5'.%. o

e \

tuughs who *own' the mines. =~ e
- For the moment the niiner is the hcm in }; e
the great tmgtﬂ-.* of life. Thus far he has
 played his part well. It depends upon us,
whose turn will come soon to take the lead-
ing role, to support Thim pmpuly, or the
~whole drama will be a failure.  Will wu. fce&
the miner? This question no doubt puaalml
_the miners at Indmnnpﬂhs _They fearétl
_ the spirit of sahdanty wasnot yet au[ﬁcmqt-
ly trang to depend on the labor unions of
the country and the world {ccdlng t!:e
_ miners, 5o they dmded ta’ st.u.y at work aml
feed the brothers themaelvcs as well as they
muld  But we must lu:lp thcm; and herem L
we prove the progressive spirit, the solidar- ‘
ity of the workers of all lands, uwnkemng,_ e
- growing, in the hrensts ul' tmde un:mnsts. e
Watch it flourish. Jav Fox.
New York, 210 r-* 19thst -

e T e
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{.aim]attons made h_',ran Enghsh paper o
show that in thL ptwtf_-:ght years. Bl L
ple have been mpnsnned in Gtrmany for e
leze-majesty, their aggrega.tc sentences
amauntmg T2 o{) NEHrs 1m;:|nﬂunmeu£$ - -
And in spite of it all, people continue to .
doubt that Empi.rur\h}lmm ruil.-s hy dw:ne .
~ right --Tmc-’h eker, o e maa

our criticisms of Sovinlist |mr:|es Ilr? net mhnl]\ uns i
\\wrrnntml r conrse. tlll:re m{aum br chans I'Ul' :
wwhile if *Annrchy would be thrust on the masses. .
teday,’ So it wouli] Te with the "mlmmi%rruwm Bl
things!! if it could he introdiecd suddealy. Bt pmpl: o
must be piven the opportanits to frﬂ‘;u:l!t the rivers
Liefisre they ean learn o swini—Certainly; * the mure
frecdom we enjoy the greater the mspoﬂwﬂlhty. it : !
this sentiment mist evolve spintancously in a free 1
condition find cannot be forved npon o people. How. ' :
ever, T -n:,i 'i’.s:;,rtsol""unldm. H!Mul‘\. h_v'l'chcz‘lrsuﬁ' e e
il yom may Cawaken,! - :

CoCik, Tda vf-rot'n La—A p:ruml uf llw,hampsan. e
Jeimies usr.mn will pm\'e thint all j’uaurqurdﬂ and L
Uhpgcl!ﬂnli hinve heen ﬂn-\\cn'd-—-ﬂﬂﬁ why repents I
wnnt Enow how. the terms “mndimum’ and '*.m'n_ i
S e e dnpplied l-rfr&“lmu‘ Dises T ot riise.
the yuestion how lang.the rope on the tails of the Kil- i
Feny cnts: must be to I Serual’ :ﬂu.u‘la5 1 o v
e a!.lculpt i tike iy watch, vou wonld saon i i .
fined thie: there 18 @ Tienit to invasion "hunt nup. L :

—"l;[t"(cfl grrl1rc1ili:w—-rmi(ie|}tulﬁmﬂ.mu.wﬁm g.u—efn. i -
wient protects epalised robbery. Your contention that
it tukes Uungelat to live o unrestricted ftmvdnm ean
par. “uh thie Lhrlttmli LS urj;‘u!d!t'ﬁl thilt 56 i1 was not
for h-..l wewould kifl ruh wthet;"” a\.l‘d_ a8 ]ang as :
thie Illlli\ idunlists clamor Tor “restricted fn:tdum shﬂ- .- i
sl:unhi aot Jalel themselves Angrchists. : .

_ .'-I C. hmi

!url\,l.:n Ak she Dhetemse L,,rnnn:m,- o o
A .

an i Ne
- famiiliar v
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ALDERMAN KRISLEY'S DEFEAT.
The sense of duty well donehas n tendency
tomake a manselfcomplacent, The knowl-
edge that he is contrasted with another to
the other’s disndvantage, and is acelaimed
a good man in most unlikely surroundings,
bas the effect of giving him an excellent
opinion of himself. - In' consequence, Alder:
man Krisley was in a complacent mood:
he was satisfied with his record and his rep-
atation, It was conceded on all sides that
the ward never had been so well represented.
His predecessor had been a practical politi-
cian of unsavory record who had prospered
wonderfully in the city council and had been
unexpectedly turned out as g result of a re-

form movement, The success of Alderman

Krisley had not been anticipated, even by
himself. He had made a good fight, for he

was earnest inall that he undertook; but

his election was a surprise. It had been
generally conceded that Bensinger had a
mortgage on the ward, being regarded by
the poor, and not infrequently by the evil-
doers, as little less than a guardian, and
there were a great many of both within its
‘boundaries. His influence was always a

‘the disposal of his constituents, and they
cared-little abaut-the nature of his-denlings —

with others.

Krisley was a different type of man, His
honesty wasof theaggressive kind. He had
sympathy for the poor; but, in his opinion,
his first duty was to protedt the city's inter-
ests. He did not hold himself aloof. His
office door was open to all at all times, and
he was ready to do what he could conscien-
tiously for any who sought favors from him,
‘The lesson of Bensinger's long career of sue-
cessin'the ward was not lost upon the new
alderman, but there were certain things he
could not and would not do.  The poor he
would help to the best of his ability, but the
man who was in trouble with the law had
toseek elsewhereforinfluence.  Nevertheless,
Krisley was huiled as a success, The news-
papers sdid he was the right man in the
right place. He combined incorruptibility
with sympathy and affubility. He looked
out for the people of his ward, gained their
friendship, wus one of them.  So, as he read
what the papers had to say of him, he was
pleased. Tt was now six months after his
election, and ‘he was satisfied he had been
gaining ground all the time.

A timid knock at the door of his office
intereupted his meditations, and he called
out cheerily, ' Come in!""

A poorly dressed woman entered hesitat-
ingly. The alderman offered her a chair as
promptly amd politely as if she were a
thuchess,

" What can I do for vou, Mrs. Fenny 2"
he asked: i

“You know me? " she returned . surprized
and pleased. i :

“OF course [ know you, " he ansgwered
heartily, “and 1 know what o hard time
you ve had.”

“Antd my hittle girl 77 she asked,

S ¥es® hesand, speaking sympathetically
naw, 1 knows She was killed by a trofley
ear. It wis very sad, Mrs. Fenny, aniel the
company-——"

* That's what [ eame 1o see you about,”
interrupted the woman quickly,  * The com.
pany has cheated me”
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*Cheated youl” . . .

" Yes. Ldidn't know—how could I know
—and when the man came and offered me
$100, Isigned the papersand took it.  With
poor Gracie lying dead in the next room
and no money in the house for the funeral,
it seemed an awful lot, and—and—1 didn't

know anyway. 1 didn’t think they'd cheat

A widow when they'd killed her oldest girl. " Wedid not compel ber to sign. the re.

—a good girl, too, who gave up the little
‘she earned for her brothers and sisters."

There were tears in the woman's eyes, but
she quickly brushed them away with the
corner of her shawl,

! Cheat!" exclaimed the alderman wrath-
fully, “A claim:-adjuster will cheat anyone
—that's his business. Why, the law ives
you $5,000." :

*That's what the neighbors said,’ ex.
plained the woman anxiouwsly, “and they
told me to come to you. It scems awful to
think of Graie that way, but—but—we
need the money, and they say Mr. Bensinger
did as much for Mrs, Mallory once."

_ The alderman was thooghtful,
*Its outrageous!” he said at last, ' and
I it's & possible thing 'l get the money for
youw.!

fully. " We're so poor, and now we haven't
even the §5a week that Gracie used to earn,”
- “I'll do my best," asserted the alderman,
“but don’t be too hopeful. I may not ene.
ceed."" i
. '*Mr. Bensinger did," suggested the woun-
an.
“Alderman Krisley scowled, but made no
reply. e -
When the woman had departed, Krisley
remained a long time in deep thought. The

tisk he had undertaken was neither an eagy

nor a pleasing one, and no one knew better
than he the difficulties he woulil encounter,
The circnmstances were unusual—at least,
he thought so. But nothing was to he
gained, and much might be lost, by delay;
immediate action was important.

The claim adjuster listened to his story,
and smiled, .

1t is part of the business,” he said. ‘We

natarally settle all claims for as little as
possible. There was no deception.”

“No deception!™ cried the alderman,
" There was the most cowardly, misernble
kind of deception! You took advantage of
her irnorance. You may not have asstred
her in 50 many words that it was all she

could gel, but youconveyed that impression _

and let her thinkso." |

“In any event,” said the claim-adjuster,
who deemed it the part of wisdom to avoid
& controversy with an alderman, ** the mat-
ter i8 now oot of my hands. [ settled the
case and paid over the money.  Any further
detion must be taken by some one higher in
authority than mysell I wonld suggest
that you go to the legal department, If
you wish, 1 will take vou there and intro-
duce vou." .

The attorney gave him close and respect.
ful attention.

“ Personally, T am sorry for her,” he said
at the conelusion of the revital, **but offi-
cinlly 1 ¢an only say that she has no further
claim on the road. It is not a4 matter of
sentiment, but of business, We must look
out for our own interests, It is not our

- Oh;thank you!” eried the woman grate.

privdegt to Ye generons with the etocks
holders' money,” e

It is your privilege and your duty to be

Just,” said the alderman warmly, -
_ “She has hod justice—=legal justice,” nn-
swered the lnwyer, o

* But not moral justice," insisted the al.
derman,

lease,” the lawyer argued, ‘ignoring this
thrust. “We made no threats. She was
free to do as she pleased, and she signed it.

She needed ready money, and we gave it to

her."

‘' You took advantage of both her necessi-
ties and her ignorance]" exclaimed the al-
derman,  angered by this specious plea.
" You knew her rights and she didn't. You
defrauded her deliberately,”

- Be careful, Mr, Krisley,” cautioned the

lawyer, :

“1 mean what I say!" asserted the in.
censed alderman. 1t was fraud—not legal,
perhaps, but moral certainly and most des-

 picable,” -

" ¥ou make me hesitate to say what 1 in-
tended,” suggested the lawyer quietly,

There was that in his tone that calmed

the proposition,

formally released us from further liability.

That is busiuess, and as a business affnir

the incident is closed. Asa matter of gen-
_erosity we might do more—"'

" As a matter of sellinterest you'd better
do moré!" put in the alderman. The offi-
cial’s point of view was offensive to him; it
stirred his anger again.

' Threats?* said the lawyer inquiringly.
" That sounds like an #ttempt toforce us to
honor an illegal claim under penalty of hav-
ing your influence thrown against our
measures, Is it a fair dedouction 2

The alderman made no reply, but he saw
the point.

* The story would shock yourassociates,”
the lawyer went on aftera pause. * They
would not expect you to use your official
position to advance the pérsonal interest of
anyonce. Hut no matter. 1 can readily
understand that it was a thoughitless re.
mark, for, if you had stopped to think, you
waould appreciate that you ciannot do more
to thwart our interests than yon aleeady
have done. You are the most hitter oppo-
nent of our new franchise measure.

1 da mot think it fair to the city,” said
the alderman.

 We need not discussthatnow," réturned
the lawyer. “What I wished to sav was
that genérosity is not a husiness requisite,
and, if ‘we watched out for others! intercsts
instead of our own, we would soon have to
pass our dividends. You can see that, of
course. But we might make an exception
in this ease, as & personal favor te you."

The alderman and the lawver looked at
cach otherfor a minate in silence.  The lnw.
Fer was smiling pleasantly, meaningly,

"I ask it as a matter of justice, of human:
ity,” said the alderman at last. * Thig
woman is in want, in distress. Not anly
‘has she lost her child but part of the income
that enabled her to exist and feed her child.
ren. She is a  deserving, hard-working
woman—I know her,”

the alderman quickly, and he waited to hear

* Legally," explained the lawyer, "ahe :
has no claim against the road, for she has
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“1t rests with you to relieve her,” said
the lawyerslowly and distinctly, * We ¢an.
not respund to all the calls of humanity,

_bat if you will authorize me to make this a

personal request on your behalf 1 will bring
yon a check for $4,900, payable to the
woman's order, inside of five minutes.”

—— Again— their eyes et -The aklerman’s

face grew red and then very pale. If the
money or ten times the sum, had been of-
fered to him directly he wounld have knock-
ed down the man who offered it; and yet he
knew he was being tendered a bribe. He
had thought of the possibility of such a
thing when he was clected, but the reality
was so entirely at variance with his experi-
ence that he was left defenseless and for the
moment speechless.  Notuoneimproper word
or thonght had been expressed, but the
meaning wasclear, Selfinterest joined with
humanity in tempting him. He was natur-
ally sympathetic, and the poor woman's
pecessities appealed to him. He was am-
bitious, and be knew what prestige success
in this affair would give him in the ward.
Nothing he could do in the council would
belp him half so much. But he was also
honest—so honest that the implied obliga-

~ tion would be binding on him. He could

not escape it. In view of the circumstances
and his unblemished reputation, that the
story, as it might be told, would taint, he
would not dare attempt it. And the law-
ver knew it. People who deal in human
beings come to know them pretty well;

% they know just how tight it is necessary to

bind them.

The aldérman’s breathing was guick and
short. He was almost panting, but aftera
moment he controlled himself.

“] have done nothing for which y:m
should do this as a per‘souai favor to me,”
he said, “and I cannot promise to do any-
- thing. I can only ask it on the grounds of
justice and humanity."

The lawyer looked dlsa}apﬂlhl{'d but he
bowed gravely.

41 will present the matter to the direct-
ors,” he said, “buot T fear they will not be
inclined to take a greater interest in this
woman than you do yourself.”

The alderman made a quick, angry step in.
the direction of the lawyer, and then stop-
ped short. He had been insulted, but in
such g way that he could not well resent it
He could not explain it to uthcn, it was all
by inference.

Nor could  he explain the matter to Mrs.
Fenny; he could only say that he had been
unsuceessful.

“Mr. Bunsmg&r wasn't, when he was al-
derman,’’ she told him reproachfully.

The news traveled. Krisley lacked either
_the interest in their affairs or the influence

that Bensinger had possessed, the poor of

the ward decided. Then it began to be
whispered about that the check had heen
offered Krisley, and he had declined it.

Why ? .

“ Because,” said rumor, ‘'the company
wanted some little favor of him, and he
~would not inconvenience himself to gmnt
1t—o”

What that “little favor’ was no one
knew orcared. ' He would not inconvenience
himsell to gain a poor widow her rights;
that was enough. (hese rumors could not

‘hero'" is novel,
that “in defense of his rights as an indivzid-
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be traced, they did not gain generaleurrency
in the city, but they permeated the ward,
and Krisley felt the effect.  He was regarded
as a traitor to the people, a man without
heart, a mere pretender to the throne Ben.
singer had occupied, a schemer who had
sought to deceive the poor as to his real

character. oo

“ 1t will die out,” he told himself; * they

will forget.””

But such things are not easily forgotten
in such localities. Gratitude is the emotion
which sways all. A man is judged by what
he does for the poor; what else he may do
is of no moment. And Bensinger appeared
one day with the street railway company’s
check for $4,900, payable to the order of
Mrs. Mary Fenny. The news spread with
electric rapidity; also the fact that ke bad
casually remarked to the woman, ''It's
noae of my business, but 1 didn’t want to
see yon suffer. Krisley could have got it for
you if he'd wanted to "

On the books of the company it was
charged up to politics, as a campaign con-

tribution, and it proved a satisfactory in-

vestment.  Krisley knew it would when he
heard about it, and he was not even a can-
didate at the next election. He lacked the
“practical sympathy '’ that the ward de-
manded ofits representative. mﬁlhut Flower,
in the Pilgrim for July. '
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Ingenuities of Economic Argument.’
..., Itisinthe realm of cconomics that

the cleverest arguments are to be found.
‘01d sophistries are slain and new ones are

invoked to support the structure venerated
by many as the temple of financial prosperity.
President Eliot's exaltation of the *scab"

as a “creditable type of nineteenth century
1t is claimed for the scab

ual he deliberately incurs the reprobation of
his ﬁ:liuws. and runs the immediate nsk uf
bodily injury or even death,”” and that “j

so doing he displays remarkable u;urage
and renders a’great service to his fellow
men.”! This view must surprise many good
trades unionists, and I doubt if it ever oc-
curred tothe scabhimself. It is one of those
spf:cmus conclusions, not born of experience,
which issue from the heated atmosphere of
the study, to perish in the first contact with
the life-current outside. The typical scab, 1
take it, is actuated by very ordinary unhe-
roic self-interest. If he has conscientious
objections to trades unionism, that fact 18
incidental and not the motive which prompts.
his action. Were it otherwise there would
be instances on record of men abandoning
ludicrative positions in order to become
scabs. As a rule he is not deliberately obey-

ing the benests of a principle of resistance to - political action.

trades union tyranny., Up to the time of
his backsliding he has perhaps been u good
trades union member, but, lacking in class
consciousness, with will too weak to stand
the crucial test, he succumbs, terrified lest
the wolf, never far off, now cross his thresh-
old. Ifhe is an ovtsider he is possibly igno-
rant of the merits of the dispute and not dis-
posed to allow considerations of equity to
weigh with him. When President Eliot, in
his zeal to do honor to his newly discovered
hero, further maintains that he * risks his

hs-rhhnud for, the !‘utute nnd therehy t‘hi:
well being of his fumlly.“ the bewilderment
increases.  The trades union leaders risk
their livelihood for the future. The scabis
ecither an employe reluctant to sacrifice his
wages and to incur the possible consequences
of his employer’s vindictiveness, or he is out
of work and glad of any opportunity to earn
something.  In the former case n not un-
usual ind ucement is the possibility of promo-

tion; in either case the favor and protection

of the employer can often be counted upon

.as . an mﬂ to thc ai'un-:mld "mmnrka.hle

courage.’’

Heroism does not consist in indifference to
scoffs and obloquy, tho it may include this,
Theheroieact is* clean contrary toa sensual
prosperity "' and * measures itself by its con-
tempt of some external good."" The action
of the seah cannot be thus defined, fu:' it s
the “external good * which he seeks for him-
self. The :ourngeto withstand the jeers and
censure of his associates is counterbalanced
by the cowardice which refuses to risk im-
mediate personal gain for prospective bene-
fits to be shared with his fellow workers,

There is much to be urged against trades

‘union tyranny, but many people fail to

realize that the preécnt: alternative to ma-
jority rule is autocracy, and that freedom is
impossible under the wage system. The or-
ganization of labor is an at{empt to enable
the employe to treat with the employer on
more nearly equal terms, and the cffective-
ness of trades union methods is dependent
upon the unanimity of the support they re-
ceise. The strike is the barbaric sword
which universal love will ome day turn
into a plowshare. It is a clumsy weapon
at best, but it is * Hobson's choice,”! When
laborisemancipated, “when the slave censes
and the master of slave ceases," when we
begin to have an inkling of the meaning of
brotherhood, then all reason for defensive
and aggressive tactivs is gone. ".. + v The .
courage of the burglar and of the seab 18
closely allied, Both are the vietims ofa so0-
cial sy stem hased upan mequaht_f, of oppor-
tunity, avarice, and self - seeking. — From
“Whitman's Ideal Democracy,” by Helena
Born.

—_——— i
Here and There.

In Spain the peasants held a congress in
which 60,000 were represented, and it was
resolved to aid the city workers in all their
demandsand to propagate the general strile
dden. Thmr-‘ulmpmgn issuc” will be ' the

land for the ]n_.l:-mnts and" the 30{,1;1] revo-
lu‘tlun "

The pusillaminity of the Bclgmn Socialist

leaders during the peneral strike in April has

created a sentiment of opposition against
For thepurpose of spread.-
ing the idea ofa general strike, a group

cealled L'Entente révolutionaire has been

organized, and  che members  have been
promptly excommunicated by the Socialist
leaders.

= —— 0 —

I'-or Cch!l:ngﬂ _aml Milwaukee.
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