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A Song of Labor. *
FROM ‘‘THE MARQUIS OF CARABAS."”

0O brethrenbent with labor, O sisters bent with toil,
Long have ye sown the harvest fields and others
reaped the spoill
You groan and slave for fool and knave, but brighter
days are dawning;
Above the hills the sun bursts up and floods the sky
with morning. '
On you the primal curse was laid, on you the first de-
cree; :
But hark! A mighty voice awakes and chants of
things to be.
A grander scope,-a wider hope, is opening out before
you;
A freer sky,a sunnier heaven, will soon be bending
o’er you.
Oh, wake, wake wake!
“The future beckons bright,
The long, dark night is sweeping past
And the morning shall be light.

Oh, heavy is the burden your shoulders long have
borne ;

Oh, weary are the ways you tread and sharp your
crown of thorn;

You march along, forlorn of song, with sob of stifled

weeping,

And happier seem the quiet dead, who, after work, are
sleeping. ‘

But still for you the future waits, for you the sunrise
glows,

For you, at last, the wildefness shall blossom like the
rose.

In days to be you shall be free, and neighbor with his
neighbor.

And friend with friend, shall celebrate emancipated
labors!
Oh, wake, wake, wake!

The future beckons bright!

The long, dark night issweeping past,
And the morning shall be light
—Aaron Watson:
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The General Strike in Holland.

The events in Holland seem to verify the
statement that history repeats itself. Cen-
turies ago the Roman toilers, driven to des-
peration by drudgery, privation and tyranny,
went on a *‘general strike”; and it was.the
politicians of those days, the “friends of
labor,” who tricked the rebellious worlkers
back into slavery by alluring promises of fu-
ture bliss, thereby fastening the shackles of
slavery tighter than ever round the necks of
the credulous toilers. Now events show
that the tragedy is being reinaugurated in Hol-
land, or rather all ovér the ‘civilized world ;
and again it is the politician, the Social
Democrat, who for three decades posed as
the savior of markind,and the notorious
“labor leader,” who is ever ready to blow
the horn of a ‘‘law-abiding citizen,” in
order/ that his position and respectability
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may not be jeopardized, who are handling af-
fairs.

No -sooner had the pernicious anti-strike
bill become a law than both the Socialist
politicians ‘and the ‘‘leaders” advised the

workers to abide by the law; and the ‘‘revo--

lutionary Socialists’*—God save the markl—
of Germany, to whom the credulous workers
of Holland had appealed for aid, calmly de-
clared that, they needed their money fora
better purpose—the ballot-box humbug;, an
attitude which the editor of the Arbeiter
Zeitung of this city very strikingly charac-
terizes. He says:

«Mr. Auer, secretary and representative
of the Social Democratic party in Berlin, is
disagreeably affected by the lack of discipline
prevelant among the workers of Holland.
That such things should happen! General
strike! That it could happen after the Ger-
man Social Democracy for almost a genera-
tion had infected the international labor
movement with that most miraculous bascil-
lus—the ballot-box bascillus! Andthiseven
successfully !

«Jt was unheard of; it was beyond the
forbearance of a patient Social Democratic
representative, who in the Reichstag sits be-
fore the sublime chair like a school boy and
is every moment, if he is too critical, sub-
jected to the advice of the president as to
what behavior is legitimaté and what is ab-
solutely illegimate in a representative of the
people. e

«‘What transpired in Holland was mad-
ness indeed. Social Democratic parliamen-
tism has certainly made it convenient enough
for the workers. 'They go to the ballot-box,
and that's emough. Then they wait until
the service of the legislators terminates, which
in Germany is only five years, and then they
again_go to' the ballot-box, until one day a
Social Democratic majority concludes the so-
cial-demoralization of society.

««Now horestly, proletarians of all coun-
tries, is it not convenient enough! Igdge
away in the bone-mills, suffer servitude and
abuse, just like your ancestors did who were
not class-conscious. Don’t mind it, for you
can depend upon it that we will speak earn-
estly about your affairs with the representa-
tives of other parties in the Re/ichstag. The
‘main
parliament, so that you may comfortably re-
main in the background ; and when you are

thing is that you are represented in

unable to sleep at nights you can read the
speeches we shall make about your destiny.

«This has been persistently poured into
the ears of the workers by the Social De-
mocracy thru the international funnel, and
now the workers of Holland suddenly step
on the world’s stage and want to beactive

- themselves—taking up the fight against ty-

“rannical subjection, imposed upon them by
the government and capitalism. They re-
fuse to work, and show that they must not
alone listen to the speeches about their fate,
but must also put their strength .on the
scales; that they, who put the society wheel
in motion, may prove that they are the nour-
ishing source, the only solid basis of society,
and are not willing to be thrown into abject
slavery.

«At the same time they hope—have not
Auer & Company talked to them again and
again all about the international-solidarity
Social Democracy P—to be aided by the
powerful Social Democratic party of Ger-
many, which hope is-natural, for this paity
does not call itself @ workingman’s party,
but tke workingman's party. -

« Innocent workers,—they were mistaken.
Wisdom can only be found in the speeches
heard in parliaments and city councils ; revo-
lutions are made by votes and resolutions ;
but ‘the general strike is a general absurd-
ity.” Moreover, the long string of the legis-
lative period is coming to its end, and the
motiey on hand and mére we need for the
elections. Why not confine yourselves in
Holland to the ballot-box? It\ﬂa\%h,;,most
convenient and class-conscious thing in the
world. ™ =

«Thus spoke Auer; and thereby be has
contributed his share toward the recognition
of the fact that the ‘greatest leading work-
ingmen’s party of the world,’ the German
Social Democracy, is much more of a lawyer’s
and parliamentarian party than a working-
man’s party.”

¢
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The strike in Holland pjoves a failure, a
failure brought about by the treacherous and
cowardly attitude of *‘labor leaders” and
corrupted Social Democrats; hut the workers
have gained the knowledge thrat they must
rely upon themselves and act independent of
leaders and politicians, which truth was
clearly realized by the strikers when it be-
came known that the faint-hearted strike
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» Ccommittees had capitulated. 'The pusillani-

mous attitude of these inverf'e“ tes was con-
demned in unmistakable terms, and it was
concluded to rid the committee of politicians,
aud continue the striké. But in vain; for
the backbone of the strike had been brokén
thru the treachery of the leaders.

And it would héive been a miracle had the
general strike been a success in its-infancy.
It is enough that the idea of a general strike,
is penetrating the minds of the workers, who
at thessame time become cogrizant of the
fact that they are the real factors in society—
not money, as they had been made to believe
for centuries. Let the infant learn to walk,
and the general strike will be one of the
most formidable means of victory in the
struggle against wage-slavery and govern-
mental tyranny. INTERLOPER.

— ) —
Sophia’ Perovskaya.

When despotism and tyranny join hands
in oppressing a people to such an extent
that thecries of agony only occasionally pass
beyond the borders of their country, there
Mw:_:.ys can be found a glorious race of men,
who, being thoroly conscious of the great.
cause, will and are ready to sacrifice them-
selves in order that thru social eruption the
attention of the civilized world may be
called tothe prevailing injustice’ and oppres-
sion. All the circles of society furnish the
material which enlists itself in the service of
freedom, There, where the barren conven-
tional ‘lie triumphs, suddenly heroes and
martyrs arise, daringly throw the glove
into the face of a shameless lie, and then de-
vote themselves wholly to their ideal.

Such remarkable phenomena we find

~— everywhere, and especially in Russia. Itis

the 15 th of April that inspired these words.
On this date twenty-two yearsagoin St.
Petersburg Zsheliaboff, Sophia Perovskaya,
and their comrades were executed for assas-
sinating the Russian autocrat, Alexander
II. Only today, when Russia positively
finds itself at the turning point of its gov-
ernmental existence, can wé sufficiently ap-
preciate the cause and fertility of the terror-
ism of those bygone times. Russian revolu-
tionists would not be as far advanced as
they are had they not attended the
school of experiment of those days of nu-
merous assassinations and trials. The ex-
perience which those years have accumula-
ted has not been gained invain, but today—
combined with real revolutionary meas-
ures—exercises such a pressure upon Rus.
sian despotism that it is ready to make
_coricessions. And the yielding of conces-
sions by a dominant power—tho-it be only
a sham—is a yielding which originates in
the recognition of its own wealness.
In observing the revolu tion::? movement
in Russia during'the past thret decades, we
are attracted by the bright and shining
name of Sophia Perovskaya, asthat of a
personality which—having few equals

among the soldiers of freedom—limited its
activity to a sphere which requires gigan.
tic enthusiasm and perseverance—the revo-
" lutionary propaganda.
The energy this woman manifested is sel- -
dom found even among men in 'the revolu-
tionary camp. Being adaughter of aristoc-
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racy she deserted the elegant parlors of the
capital, and, altho her father was the
governor-general of St. Petersburg, she de-
voted herself to the ideal of freedom, Like
many others she exchanged the luxurious
silk skirt, the rustling dress of wealth, for
the plain gown of a peasant’s wife, and
went among the people to familiarize her-
self with their peculiarities and customs, in
order to enable herself to take an active
part in the dangerous work of propaganda.
This gifted and earnest girl, whose only as-
piration was the realization of the people’s
welfare, was, so to say, thesoul of the revo-
lutionary movement. Disguised as the wife

* of a mechanic, she lived in a little cottage

inthe suburb of St. Petersburg, in which the
so-called Tchaykoflsky group held its regn-
lar meetings. These meetings were also at-
tended by Serghéi Kravtshinsky, better
known as Stephen Stepinak, and Peter Kro-
potkin. - The latter gives us some traits of

character of Perovskaya in his autobiogra..

phy, which in their touching simplicity
beautify and glorify the picture of this
woman. Altho .severe in her conception
of morality, she was far from being the
guardian of morals. Her looks became se-
“vere so soon as the revolutionists, dressed
in peasants’ furs and boots, steppedinto her
scrupulously clean and neat house and
soiled everything. But her severe looks
soon softened into a tender smile when she
heard of the sacrifice of her comrades. Fear-
less as she had always been, she once ex-
pressed herself—referring to the awakening
of the revolutionary spirit in the heart of
the peasants—thus to Kropotkin: “We have
begun a great thing. Two generations,
perhaps, will succumb in the tysk, and yet
it must be accepted.” Sophie Perovskaya
loved the worker, the Russian mushik, as
he was. This is the woman who participa-
ted and gave thesignal in the assassination
of Alexander II, and who sacrificed her life
for it.

Perovskaya had not underestimated the
period of development necessary to arouse
the Kussian nation. Of colirse she does not
seem to have considered sufficiently the fac-
tor of therevolutionary impetus, which will
hardly abide in waiting for two generations
till the nightmare of Russian despotism is
done away with; for the deeds of the mar-
tyrs scem to have accomplished miracles.
The rebellious avengers of Russian oppres-
sion are not isolated any more, but the peo-
plehave takenup the torchof revolutionary
thought and illuminate all the works of the
autocratic regime. And in times of rest,

" when that fictitious colossus, the State, is

staggering, struggling to attainequilibrium
again and therefore decrees reform measures,
the - ardent revolutionists all over the
world, wherever the struggle between the
oppressed and the oppressors may rage,
commemorate lovifigly their great cham-
pion of freedom, their comrade, their mar-
tyr, Sophia Perovskaya.—Rudolph Gross-
mann. Translated by INTERLOPER. -
U et

If every reader of FrEE Sociery would
make uphis mind 'to get only one 'subscriber
“in one'year among his dcquaintances, which
should ‘not be so very difficalt to do, our
.ideas would rapidly penetrate the labor
movement, and make things lively.

s
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Necessity or Reason, Which ?

Neécessity, not intent, forethought, or a
prearranged plan, is driving the working
people of the United States into a general
strike and revolt. No cause other thap
Tnecessity is responsible for the present day
‘movement of American wage workers to.
ward compact unionism.

Ot course 1 am aware that the workers of
the Uuited States imagine themselves the in.
tellectual giants of the human race, and
consequently claim masterly power and rea-
son as the cause of the rapid growth aad
aggressiveness of labor unions. Neverthe-
less it is necessity not intelligence on their
part, that ismoving them toaction. Neces.
sity forced the organization of the workers
into local unions. Neceessity forced these

scattered unions to unite for mutual protec-
tion. . Necessity forced national and inter- |

national bodies to federate. The loose and
incoherent~federation of these various na.
“tional and international bodies—the present
American Federation of Labor—being-the
result. This federation having proved in-

-

adequate, because of the lack of organiza-

tion, which is destructive. Where a large
number of persons are involved necessity is
again forcing the workers to take another
step in the evolution of trade unionism.
This latter alignment, or grouping, is the
forming of alliances between unions closely
related to each other in the matter of voca-
tion. Thus the trades engaged in the build-
ing industry are grouping into trade coun-
cils, the workers in iron into ‘metal trades
councils, and so on.

Originally the thought was entertained
that to form a union was all that was
needed to raise wagesand shorten the work-
day. In a small measure good came from
local effort, but necessity forced the group-
ing of the scattered unions. So necessity is
now again forcing the workers to extend
the limits of their defensive lines, crowd their
employers closer together, and attack them
in vaster numbers than heretofore. With
the workers in each vocation capidly enrol-
ling in the union.of their respective trades,
as they are doing, and each trade, either
actively eagaged to some extent, or expect-
ing to be engaged, in war with the employ-
ers; while at the same time the unions in
the different departments of industry are
rapidly forming their respective trades coun-
cils, for the purpose of crippling an entire in-
Qustry if necessary, it is not such a far dis-
tant day when the national trades councils
of the departments of building, mining,
transportation, manufacturing, and distri-
bution will find it necessary to federate and
form a national general central council, so
that, if necessary, the entire force of organ-
ized labor canbe concentrated in any needed
line of offensive or defensive action.

And it will be needed too. - The en'nployers
are alo organizing and concentrating their
forces. There are now  all manier of'em-
ployers’ associations, manufacturers’ asso-
ciations, ‘mill owners’ associations, ‘mine
owners’ associations, restaurant: keepers’

_associations, contractors’ associations, and
80 on.

-~

When either of these two antagonistic .

forces ripens into a complete working or-
ganism, 8o will the other. Then what? Is
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it reasonable to expect that with their dia-
metrically and antagonistic interests they
are going to harmonize and blend? Not at
all. They could not if theyso desired. As
equals the two cannot survive. Labor
must either force itself into complete free-
dom, in order to be secure—and every An.
archist knows whatthat means—the down-
fall of authority in all its ramifications, ec-
clesiastical, legal, political, and all that is
carried or snpported by the same, or else
suffer to be reconquered by that legal au-
thority from which it has partially freed it-
self, and be again subjugated to the com

plete mastership of the employers. While,
on the other hand, the employers must
either conquer the workers, and destroy
their unions, or else lose their present easy
position on the backs of the workers.

Thus necessity is forcing upon us the
general strike. That struggle will be revo-
lution. Thus out of necessity—inexorable
necessity—the American workers are yearly
herding closely together and acting concert-
edly in ever increasing numbers. As_the
years go by the number of persons annually
brought into strike action increases, the
wrath of employers is proportionately more
bitter, the severity of the civil and military
authorities more drastic, and the cohesive
solidarity of the workers more firm and ex-
tensive.

Thus out of the fog of stupidity, treach-
ery, sffering, disappointments, defeat, mis-
understanding, and betrayal are emerging
the united hosts of Labor, with the alterna-
tive before them to either strike en masse or
disband. :

Necessity is forciug the general strike. So
too, perhaps, necessitv may force strikers
to think that strikes backed by loaded rifles
are more promising of success than submis-
sive obedience to hostile court injunctions.
Now is the seed time of the revolutionist.
With accumulating strength labor is becom-
ing bolder; while to_the-employers the pres-
ent status of labor is very unsatisfactory.

The revolutionist who can, in the disguise
of an employer, enter into the membership
of an employers’ association should do so,
to the end that he may lead them into traps
and pitfals,—that they be covered with con-
fusion and defeat. *The end justifies the
means.” Con LyReH.

— ) —
How to be Happy tho Poor.

This is a topic given out by one of our
metropolitan dailies; asking its readers to
give their ideas in brief letters. Some of the
letters show a pitiable want of true concep-
tion of either poverty or happiness.

The great Henry Ward Beecher thought it
quite possible to be happy on adollaraday,
tho it is evident he did not speak from ex-
perience. T. V. Powderly says:

I know of no way by which a poor man may remain
happy. Some incidents in his lift may cause him to be
happy, but as long as he is poor he will bave the
haunting fear of want constantly with him. An igno-
rant man may be happy—so may a pig. To bereally
happy we must be educated, refined and healthy.

Some people tell us that happiness de-
pends mpon our own environment,—that a
beggar may be happier than a king, and

further declare, that ‘to be happy we must .
be contented with our lot whatever it may

be. Such rot!” How can we imagine intel-

/
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ligent people happy\wheu in want? Most
of the writers who talk so glibly of being
happy tho poor have a very happy idea of
poverty. They imagine the poor as blessed
with most of the creature comforts, and de-
prived only of theiluxuries. Think of the
thousands whase daily lives are one con-
stant struggle for food,—whose whole na-
tures are dwarfed and stunted by unceasing
toil! Thinkof the children brought into ex-
istence under suck conditions! Is it any
wonder that.poorhouses, jails and asylums
are fulltooverflowing ? Children are robbed
before their birth of physical, mental and
moral strength, hamticapped in the face for
life by the social conditions which surround
their parents, denied the advantages of edu-
cation, forced to toil as soon as they are
able to work.

If such people are happy it is the happi-
ness of ignorance! en people are too
ignorant to care to better their condition
they are already in a state of hopeless
slavery.

It should be the aim of every right-minded
person to aid in awakening thisclasstoa
realization of their condition, and also to
strive to abolish the laws that protect the
few in revelling in wealth to the detriment
and ultimate degradation of the many.

- MyYRA PEPPER.
ST e,
A Query.

Will you please state how the Anarchist plan pro-
poses to operate the great industries of the world,
which we must of necessity have? E.B. Forp,

~ Editor The Referendum.
REPLY.

Some years ago the railway workers of
England asked Comrade Kropotkin what
his plans of running railways were in case
the capitalists were expropriated by the
workers ;and he replied that they ought not
to ask him how to operate the railways,
for they knew that much better than he
did, but that how to get the railways was
the pertinent question. This applies also to
the query of Mr. Ford. The workers are
operating the great industries today admi-
rably well, while the * captains of industry ”
are merely what the drones are in a bee-
hive. =

Yet it may not be amiss to point out that
the most efficient institutions of today are
those which exist by virtue of voluntary
effort, such as institutions of learning,
schools of manual training, Red Cross stci-
eties, life saying stations, etc. The inter-
national postal system is also an insti-
tution based on mutual agreement. In
short, *‘ the Anarchist plan’' is one of volun-
tary agreement and cooperation between
those engaged in a certain branch of in-
dustry. *

The problem of distribution is perhaps
more difficult to solve satisfactorily; but
when we today are free to enjoy the benefits
of public paiks, libraries, etc., without beilig
asked whether we have rendered society fan
equivalent or not, we can easily conceive a
society in which all necessaries of life will be

city of production is so enormous thatin a
free society labor will be looked upon as a
feast, in which all will be eager to partici-
pate for the sake of exercise and health.

The fear of want becomes an obsolete fac-
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tor once the restrictions placed upon pro-
duction by moqopo_b and government are /
removed, and with it dies the spirit of grab
and love for wealth. AL

' () e
Literature.

We are very glad to announce that Com-
rade C. L. James has at last published in a
book form his excellent work, “History of
the French, Revolution.” It isjust the size
(850 pages) which is required for giving the
reader a correct idea about the movement

—of 1789-95, describing the succession of
events during these memorable years, and
briefly analyzing their causes. The discrip-
tion is excellent, animated and interesting
all thru, and Comrade James, hampered tho
he/must hav beeen by the absence of the doc-
uments that can onl found in a great
city like Paris or London, has everywhere
found out, by a judicious study of the docu-
ments he had at hand, the truth amidst the
conflicting reports. His general”Anarchist
conceptionsmust have been for himanexcel-
lent guide. 0

We cannot but feel delighted that such an
excellent work can now be put in the hands
of all our friends—a work whose descrip-
tions and conclusions can be accepted in full
safety—which could not.be said of any other
previous work on the French Revolution,
not even of the best ones, such as Michelet’s
and Louis Blanc’s.

We must, however, express the hope that
Comrade James will complete his excellent
work, in its next edition, by a few pages
givento a wide and complete analysis of the
part played by the peasants in the revolu-
tion, and the treatment, by the Revolution-
ary Assemblies, of the land question. I
have given some indications in thisdirection
in the anniversary article of the Revolntion
in the Nineteenth Century, July, 1889, but
since that time two works have appeared
dealing (but not yet completely) with this
most important subject, namely, the work
of Sagnac, and that of Jaures. Without
following month by month the peassnt
revolution and the efforts of the National
and Legislative Assemblies and the Conven-
tion to crush the peasant revolt, one cannot
fully understand the French Revolution.
Altogether the economic underground of the
Revolution, which begins now to be studied,
is evidently of the greatest importance.

Another very important matter, which is
being more and more brought intoevidence,
is'the extremely great extension of the roy-
alist conspiracies during the Revolution
(even E. Daudet’s very poor work Les Con-
spirations royalists dans le Midi, throws al-
ready some light on this subject). Many of
the terrorists’ acts of the Revolution are ex-
plained by the extent which these desparate
conspitators for restoring something that
was already gone, had grown to. Unfor-
tunately this subject is only now beginning
to receive proper attention frqm the French
explorers of the archives.

In the meantime we most warmly recoms

i -
consumed in the same manner, for thecapa-- mend fames’ work to all those who are an

xious to know the great French Revolution.
— Peter Kropotkin, in Freedom, London.

3 e ;
- Conceit is the transparent garment of
ignorance. AMEIRCUS.
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To anyone sending us $2 we will send
FRrREE-SOCIETY one year and Dr. Greer’s ‘A
Physician in the House’ or his new work
“The Wholesome Woman.”” Also to anyone
sending us one new subscriber and $2 we
will send thesame. Thisapplies torenewals
as well as new subscriptions.
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The San Francisco Labor Council warns
the workers in the east not to believe the
alluring circulars and press notices of the
Employers’ Association of California. Over
a thousand laborers are arriving in San
Francisco cvery week, and the number of
the unemployed is daily increasing.

- *
-

We call attention to the following letter
addressed to the Freiheit by the Columbia
University Library of New York:

“ We are making a collection in Columbia
University Library of Anarchistic and So-
cialistic periodicals. You will oblige us very
much if you could tell us where we could get
complete or broken sets >the following:
Alarm, The Rebel, Solidarity, Nemesis, Bea-
con, Truth, Anarchists, The Firebrand, Free
Society, Freedom, Liberty You would also
oblige us very much in giving us a list of
the leading Anarchist periodicals that are
now being published in the United States,
and also their addresses, so that we might
subscribe for them.”

_Unfortunately we cannot spare the first
volume of The Firebrand, and the comrades
possessing it should communicate with the
library.

— ) —

Mark Hanna is again sheddi!g tears, and .

insists thathe is a true and genuine friend of
the workingmen ; but he fearsthey will ‘‘de-
mand too much’ and thus make ‘ harmony
‘between capital and labor” impossible. It
is too bad, indeed. Why not do spitework,
brother? Let the bosses take the places of
the greedy toilers,—let them play boss for a
while when they demand too much? That
will teach them a lesson; all right.
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5 Qutpost Echoes. /
Love never forces.

Death is‘alse peace.

Religion is a crutch. s
Make right into might.’

Charity is a subterfuge.

Crosses are for crucifixions.

Work is the mother of hope.

The dreamer is at least alive.

Content is best shown in swine.

Make room for the only real manhood !
A prostitute is one who “‘sells”’ services.
Society rose in response to individuality.

There is happiness in the thought of hap-
piness.

All things are natural; some things are
good.

Morgan is figuring on an option on Con-
gress. -

Beauty always makes great souls think of
liberty.

If “knowledge is power,” wisdom is 1ts
application.

An improvement in wages will be followed
by higher prices.

Three reform mayors elected. Sit back,
people; and wait.

Truth may be laughed at, but she will
never be laughed down.

Darwin was unquestionably right. Some
men are even now apes.

Books on the labor problem are multiply-
ing;-the world is awake.

Tom L.Johnson is not a reformed million-
aire; he is a millionaire reformer.

Who that looks at a man could beli.ve
that he was made to endurerule? g

The government of the Netherlands has
shown its hand ; it holds a sword.

Love is thrown away on those who make
merry over the suffering of humanity.

Golden-Rule Jones believes, not in the
golden rule, but in force thru majorities.

Theodore is engaged in his favorite occu-
pation of killing again. Noble, thrice noble
man!

When man ceases to believe himself a sav-
age, what will all those do whonow live on
his fear of himself?

What men need to strengthen them is to
stand upon their own feet. Paternalism

.only makes men dependent.

Some of the trusts have lately been
knocked out; but a rest and a little wad of
money will fix them up again.

The Cuban treasury contains $2,638,000.
Where are the politicians? Oh, yes: they
haven’t had time to'get to work yet.

Did Clarence Darrow accept all the evil
that Harrison could do because of the little
good which he thought he might do?

Some men are more afraid of revolution
than they are of national ruin; which is to
be more afraid of liberty than of tyrants.

R. B. Kerr says that the industry is con-

.centrating, and rejoices; libertarians know

=

that concentration eliminates orlgmahty,
and regrets it. .

The king of England is traveling on the
Continent; the newspapers are “discover.
ing” en?)ugh Anarchist plots to create a
feeble interest.

The only good laws are those which re-
scind other laws. In one of his volumes|Her-
bert Spencer calls attention to thousands of
such law-breaking laws.

Success, according to most writers on the
subject,is to get money. Some day success
will mean getting something that money is
powerless to secure: manhood.

Anarchists want liberty because they think -
that happiness and peace cannot be laddled
out like so much soup by infallable agents
of an infallible and irresponsible State,

The king of Servia executed a coupd’etat,

- suspending the constitution; and when

threats were made against his life, whole-

_sale arrestsfollowed. We must have kings.

The Boston Advertiser says that the Sher-
man anti-trust act will immediately be
amended so: that it will not offend the bxg
contributors to the Republican campaign
fund.

“Capitalism is shattered in Montana,”
says The Chicago Socialist. Now let us all
go to glorious Montana, where the wage-
system is abolished and labor receives its,
full product.

Everthing in the world belongs to labor,
and labor is the only thing which can rightly
bring to man honor, distinction, love. The
predatory class, is cryingnow thatit labors;
and it does; at stealmg

Tom L. Johnson’s man, Rev. Herbert S.
Bigelow, does not believe in contests (he in-
stances gambling) where one of the contest-
ants must lose. How about election cam-
paigns and contests. One candidate must
lose.

N

‘““Class-consciousness " is almost asuncer-
tain aquantity as Chicago weather; during
the last two years the Socialists of this city
have lost about 7,000 class-conscious votes.
Class-consciousness should be embalined in
order to preserve it from decay. :

The yearning in the hearts of men for an
ideal life will never be hushed by all the
demonstrations of *scientific” carpers and
sophisticated - cynics. The truth is that a
new hope is born with every life, anevidence
that humanity’s needs will some day find
fulfilment and fruition. / AMERICUS.

ot oy Bt

People are perpetually telling what they
would do ““if they were in your place!” How
do they know what they would do if they
were in your place? How could they ever
know? Undoubtedly if they were in your
place, and if they had the same knowledge
of facts, the same  character and dispositon,
and also had the same aims and purposes
in view and were subject to the same-influ-
ences as yourself, they would then do pre-
cisely as you do. But duplicates of that
kind are never found. Alexander in a similar
case made the proper answer to Parmenio
when he advised Alexander to accept cer-
tain proposals: “So would I were I Par-
menio.”’—], Wilson.




At the Chicago Philosophical Society.

Sunday evening,last, George Schilling ad-
dressed us on the subject, «“ The Next Step in
Social Progress.” Beginning with the state-
ment that neither State Socialism nor An-
archism was possible now, since they both
proposed to eliminate private property and
the family, institutions very dear to the peo-
ple at large, and which they would not at
“once give up. The lecturer boldly proposed
the adoption of the Single Tax as a com-
promise. This he argued, would be accept-
able because it did not threaten the dis-
ruptiopof the family nor the abolition of
private property, while it would put the
worker in possesion of more of that which
was justly his due. He dwelt upon the
statement that Chicago property had a dol-
lar added to its value with each single birth
which occured in the city, and proposed to
tax that dollar away for the benefit of the
whole people, whose presence on the spot
‘had given that value existence. The famil

iar array of Single Tax arguments was *

inade,and Mr. Schilling closed by declaring
that the Single Tax was * the next step.”

There were some interesting criticisms

from Socialists and Anarchists present. It
,was‘ quickly pointed out that the land
problem was not the only problem, and
that “unless capital was also free, free land
would avail nothing to the workers, who
would still be slaves to capitalism. The
Single Tax was merely a plan to take the
wealth out of various pockets from which
it had been filched before, and putitinto
one pocket, from which it might be more
easily taken.

The critics also pointed out the fact that
economic rent was an abnormal thing,
which ought to be abolished, rather than
allowed to exist, finally to be taxed away;
and showed that the enormous rental value
of Chicago property today was fixed and
determined by the amount whichcapitalism
could squeeze out of labor in its work upon
such land.~ ~

It was shown, too, that if wealth justly
belonged to a man that wealth could not

_justly be taxed away, either by a Single
Tax or a multiple tax, and that if wealth
did not justly belong to that man it should

. notbe possible for him to getit, to after-
ward divide it with another robber, the tax
collector. :

The consensus of criticism was that the
Single Tax was a step, not forward, but
backward.

Next Sunday evening Wm. S. Dalton will
speak on “Socialism.” REPORTER. .

— () —
_Individualism vs. Anarchist Communism.

In The Traveler of Jan. 18, John Marston
makes an arbitrary distinction between An-

dividualsm when he uses the ferm Anarch-
ism. Individualists are chading a myth—
¢goism, while Anarchists know that egoism
and altruism are relative terms, * meaning
¢verything in general and nothing in partic-
ular.”  Anarchists deny both altraism and
€goism as a positive./ When the Individual-
Ist claims that the’individual can be free
and happy while the rest of mankind is mis-
erably enslaved, the Anarchist questions

archism and Communism, fo:}le means In-

such philosophy. Individualists intend to

. PRB SOCIEET)

rcgu!att: maritalrelationsby contract, while
Anarchists contend that contracts imply

slavery. Love must be spontaneous; it will

enter no obligations; and if spontoneity
leads to family life, well and good.* That
C({mmunists (Anarchists) want to * abolish
rehg_ion and and persecute its teachers” is a
mz}hcious falsehood. Individualists defend
private property, while Anarchists claim

. that property is impossible under freedom. ~

The Individualists declare that the laborer

~ should get his full product, while the An-
arc{)ists contend that the share of product
cannot be determined, and real freedom can
only exist when production and consump-
tion is free as is air and sunshine—each pro-
ducing and consuming according to desire.
Individualism “would give each his own,”
while Anarchism denies all authority, and
would neither give nor take, but leave it to
those concerned.—J. M., in Boston Traveler.
—o—

The War God.

cense from time immemorial and who has over 3,000
names.—News Item.

America has a war god, * all samee lika”
China. Of “noble” family, ancient ances-
try, and gigantic proportions. His name is
plutocracy, but he has a thousand pleasant
sounding aliases. He is: the cause of all
wars, and what is more, directs them; he
has been a power since the first despot, eu-
phemistically called a patriarch, pitched his
tent on the plain and built acorraltogather
his neighbors sheep and cattle into against
the time when he cared to sellor trade them.

It will continue till people begin to think,
then act. - MAURITZ S. LIDEN.

i —

- The Punishment Evil.

An English minister, who several times
preached at the Dartmoor prison, says that
the first time he faced his congregation he
saw stamped on each vacant immobile coun-
tenance Dartmoor’s notorious and awful
brand. ‘Not vice, not despair, nor yet cun-
ning or indifference, but something appal-
lingly worse—decay of volition and death
of free will. Forfive,ten or fiftenyearsevery
convict hangsup as it were to rust in disuse
his inalienable Qirthright as aman—his will.
No exercise 18 provided for it; every act he
performs--dressing and undressing, eating,
walking, making his bed, putting out his
light, marching té the basket-making shop,
the farm, or the peat-cutting on the moors
—he does at the word of command.”—The
Churchman.

—_ 00—

{ have lived with communities in South
America and the East, who have no laws or
law courts, but the public opinion of the
village . . . yet each man scrupulously re-
spects the right of his fellows, and any in-
fraction of those ights rarely takes place.
In such a community all are nearly equal.
There are none of those wide distinctions of
education and ignorance, wealth and pov-
erty, masters and servant, which are the
product of our civilization—Prof. A. R.

Wallace.

Mr. Marston asserted that the Anarchist] Commu-
proposed to destroy family life, and would abolish re-
ligion by force. ] M.

China has a war god to whom they have burned in- -

»

:\mong Ourselves.

Natasha Notkin, Philadclphia.—The sudden death of _

Comrade Brady has almost broken my heart. Hewas
a good man and comrade. T wish I could have taken
his place; for I often think I would be happy if I could
take a long, long rest, and a good i!eep.

Comrade Notkin certainly deserves a rest,
for it is almost due to her untiring efforts
that the propaganda in the English lan-
guage is still alive. -

Comrades like this one who has been faith-
ful and alive when many forgot the great
hope of liberty, are the mainstay of all pro-
paganda. May their numbers multiply.

. -
L

U. W. B., Denver, Colo.—For ecuiclosed money order
send™me the London Freedom for one year. As soon
as I finish reading FrREg Sociery I send it away. 1
have such a passion to educate other people that if I
had a dozen copies i would distribute them regularly
among my friends; for I like FREE SociBTY better than
any paper I ever read in my life.

Comrade U. W. B. will, of course, be sup-
plied with extra copies for distribution, and

.we would ¥e glad to hear from other-com-

rades who have the desire and opportunity
to make the paper known among liberal-
minded people.’

- il 7 3

Peter Kropotkin, Viola, Bromley, Kent, England.—
A thousand apologies for not having written sooner.
I am simply overwhelmed by the number of letters I
receive, all requiring reply and thought—and with the
now weakened capacity for labor, arrears accurhulate
—50 ard 100 unanswered letters inno time.  This will
explain why I have not answered your first letter,
altho it is<just such letters as®Jours that I would
find pleasure in answering.

Business, then.

When I was in America I did not know how it stood
with the edition of our pamphlets. It appears, how-
ever, that Freedom has paid for having “stercos” of
all of them, and that the printiug of them goes on con-
tinually, and is a small source of income to the paper.
- The same must be with FreEe Socigry. Instead of
giving our books and pamphlets to outiders, we must
increase our publishing of them—for our papers.

As to the *Conquest of Bread," the translation is
not yet ready. As soon as it is, [ will publish it myself
both for England and America. Agaia, this publica-
tion must remain in our hands. 1 do not want a poor
translation, and into a good one I put a lot of work,
Just now I am returning to Modell, of Philadelphia,
the translation of ‘*Modern Science and Anarchism"
which he has made from the Russian. . . . I hope that
the Philadelphia comrades will publish it themselves
for propaganda purposes.

You know, dear friends, that I was very seriously
ill last winter, but gradually I have recovered a little,
and now I can work five or six hofws a day—not
more—which is still something. Of course I must still
be careful and not speak in public at all; the heart
may stop at any moment. This winter we had a lot
of illness: my wife, my girl (just now having the third
week in bed), and myself

Much love, dear friends, to you all. Frer Socigty
grows better and better. [t(is very intcresting all
thru. . .. /

Thanks very much for James' ** French Revolution.”
I wrote a review of it in Freedom.

An enterprising comrade in this city in-
tended to put\ﬂish ‘“Conquest of Bread” at
his own risk, requesting me to communicate
with Comrade Kropotkin regarding the
work; and the above is the reply. More-
over, we are constantly asked as to Com-
rade Kropotkin’s health and activity, and
it is mainly for this reason that we publish
his interesting letter. LR A

e )

Imagine the rage ot any decent North
American Indian if they had been told they
required policemen to keep them in order|—
Edward Carpenter.

B
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A Vindication of Anarchism. _ ,
V (continued.)

I should digress much toofar toshow how
similar results wait on any transcendental
doctrine, such as the infinite or the finite
divisibility of matter. This has been very
well done by Herbert Spencer, in his chapter
on *“the Unknowable.” It has been done
less candidly and intelligibly by Hegel in his
“Logic! ; and his conclusion thatin ‘‘ meta-
physics the principle of the Excluded Middle
does not hold,” called furth the unanswer-
ablé criticism, of John Stuart Mill that meta-
physics must be nonsense.® However, the
doctrine is much older than Hegel. It isin
the interminable logomachies of the Budd-
hists. Among theirinnumerable * heresies”
we find that it is an error to think the
world is finite or infinite, both, or neither,
eternal or not eternal, both, or neither,
spirit or matter, both, or neither, etc., etc.

~«The principle of the Excluded Middle does

not hold.” Indeed, the conclusion, and its
moral, are palpable fo common sense. A
practical man who reads a metaphysical
debate for the first time, has no difficulty in
seeing that the disputants are stating, in
different phraseology, a single “view''—
one among many such—of “the Infinite”
or of Everything in-General, which, (of
course) is antinomical and so practically
applies to Nothing in Particular; that they
argue only about which side of nature’s
great riddle and paradox shall be slurred;
and that the attempt to slur either, is, till it
has worked out its destruction, one-sided,
which means rather worse than nil, for one-
sidedness in theory is falsity.

It remains only to point out that meta-
physical doctrines, like other notions of the
absolute, entirely fill our definition of super-
stitions. They spring from pre-existing
habits. The object of all ethical systems,
whether *“intuitional” or *‘altruistic,” or
‘‘egotistic,”” or utilitarian, is to find some-
thing which will pass as an argument for
such notions of taboo and utu as happen to
be current in the society producmg them.t
These systems are also inspired by fear.
The dread of Pan in his terrors; the awful
questions, *What am I? whence am I?

* This is not a nondistributio mediibut aninduction,
independent of syllogism, There is a class of proposi-
tions, such as * Abracadabra is monomorphous™
avhich do not admit the principle of the Excluded Mid-
dle. They are simply the class of unmeaning proposi-
tions. Nonsense is neither truenorfalse. The moment
we grasp this principle, we see that ontological propo-
sitions, such as *‘the Absolute is virtue, or is good-
ness,” are not subject to the law of the Excluded Mid-
dle for no other reason than because they mean
nothing. The Absolute is the unrelated. To affirm
that it is (or is nut) any given relation, Goodness, for
example, is, therefore, Gibberish—not false, nor true,
but nonsensical only. As. to Herbert Spencer's argu-
ment that if various designations of the Absolute were
mere negation. of relativity in some form, then all
these designations, as Infinite and Infinitesimal would
mean the same thing, w. ich they do not, I think con-
sideration may be deferred till it is settled that any of
them mean anything. To my appgehension all terms
which may be rendered Everythingin General (as the
Infinite} or a fortiori Nothing in General (as the In-
finitesmal) do logically mean Nothing in Particular,
and one differs in meaning from another phrase of the
sawe sort only as Abracadabra diflfersfrom Baphomet
“x to the power of u' means Anything You Like—
therefore it means No Thing. But on the emotional
valueoftr dental terms, ions VIIIand XII.

+ On 'the true nature of morality, the real reasons
.why it shoull be preferred to immorality, and, what

is much more to the purpose, the means by which it
can be promoted, see section XIIL

s

whither am I going ?" are what invite phil-
osophers to attempt explaining the ijexplic-
able mystery by theory, while the Yulgar
take that explanation to which they were

. born, or which an enthusiast has lately
made popular thru working on some of
their impulses. And here is a new explana-
tion of that extraordinary vigor with which
superstitions cling to existence. Addressing
the lowest of human emotions, they are
equally capable of infecting the most power-
ful intellects or the weakest; as witcheraft
and divination are far from obsolete among
the masses, so decaying moral and specula-
tive dogmas linger in‘a higher grade of cul-
ture, even after their phrases have degener-
ated into the merest cants. This worship
of words is by no means the least noxious
phase of superstition. *Honor,” the me-
dieval knight's epitome of virtue, has long
been known chiefly as thefetish whichenacts
the utu of duelling, and perpetuates prosti-
tution by means of asacred taboo. * Duty,”
“justice,” *‘charity,’2 faith,” are, in many
people’s mouths, as bad. They are ap-
peals to the emotional instinct of servile
imitation to keep up most happily declining
customs. In what way the empire of super-
stition is gradually contracted, we may in-
quire by and bye. My present purpose is
only to exhibit this unwholesome state of
mind as that which prevents people from
_seeing that government is an evil instead of
a benefit.

The length of this necessary digression on
the nature of\superstition, has prevented
my introducing as early as usual a general
view of the whole subject treated in thissec-
tion. But forthe purpose of verifying such
a view, I refer the reader to Carlyle’s
“Heroes and \Hero Worship,” and to Her-
bert Spencer’s *“Principles of Sociology,”

(barbarous word!) particularly Part I;

Part III, Chs. III-XI; Appendix; Part
1V; Part V, Chs. I-VI; and Part VL.

By the study of these books, and also of
Buckle's *“ History of Civilization,” we'may
come to see that the superstition which sus-
tains government was originally one of the
“Theological” type. The ideas of religions
and civil authoriy were “imperfectly differ-
ential.” The Hero was king, and also god.
Asconcerns Carlyle we should do him an in-

. justice very characteristic of Philistine criti-
cism to suppose he meant all he said. He
understood the difference between “litera-
ture” and ‘‘dogma” well enough, we may
be sure. The savage’s king is also a god;
hence those celestial titles—‘ Brother of the
Sun,” etc., still applied to Oriental princes.
But a savage’s idea of God is not very high.
He vaguely imaginessomething greater than
any god. He considers that a well-behaved
god should know his“place, and not sin
against the traditional wisdom of his anees-
tral Totem. Thus,simultaneously with the
worship of Kings, or even earlier, begins the

worship of Law. The former phase of the;

government superstition is abhorred, the
other run into the ground by our Philistines.
Carlyle, living in a Philistine age, under-
stood this very well. The moral of his
works is that laws do not make heroes,
but heroes laws.® For the king by law

* Such ma:hines for destruction as the typical Spar-

tan warrior are not at all Heroes in his sense, which is
also the original Greek. A here is a person of great

-

he had full as little respect as for some other
“solecism,” *“anachtonism,” or product of
routine: If any reader can doubt that the
tendency of “ Heroes and Hero Worship” js
towards individualism, and therefore Ap.
archy,” he will find*“ Sartor Resartus” an
efficient anmtidote for whatever. expreséiogs
seeming to favor authority the other great
work ot Carlyle contains. My chief point,
however, at present, is that a divinecharac.
ter was attributed to the primitiveking: and
Carlyle is constantly cited by Herbert Spen.
: ;:ertand‘ others, as the chief exponent of this
act, .

With. progress of knowledge, always un-
favorable to authority, the superstition of
7 government passes from the ¢ theological”
stage into the milder *metaphysical.”
Blackstone’s “Commentaries’” may with
advantage - be read for a view of this phase
in human progress, at its height. The
laws of England, Blackstone’s school an-
nounces, are, not indeed a divine revelation,
handed down by tradition from thenational
totem, but they are the perfection of human
wisdom. The reasons upon which it rests
are various. In the first place (observehow
the stages overlap!) the “laws of God,”
that is the Bible according to theinterpreta-
tion fashionable in Blackstone’s time, re-
quired that murder should be punished with
death, that wives should be subject to their
husbands and children to their parents, etc.,
etc. Then, the common law, tho . even
Blackstone admits some obsolete parts of it,

such as the wager of battle, to be absurd*

and barbarous, has contributed not a little
to the perfection of human wisdom. That
great and sagacious people the Romans,

embodied their approach to the perfection °

of human wisdom in the Justinian Code,
which, under the name of the Civil Law, is
revered by the great English jurist as going
far to make the laws of God and the bar-
barous }fnglo Saxons perfect. The Chris-
tian Church, tho am English legal writer of
the_eighteenth century could not deny that
at a recent period she needed to bereformed,
has furnished many important maxims by
her method of adapting the laws of God to
practisein what iscalled theCanon Law. The
usages of, all nations, from Siam to, Beetica,
are also cited in proof that there existsa
“law of nature.” This, by judicious selection
and exaggeration, is made a most conven-
ient pack horse for every prejudicenot other-
wise vindicatable which has been grafted
-into the perfection of human wisdom. The
perfection of human wisdom has moreover
absorbed the practises of various trades,
under such terms as the law merchant, the
« individual qualities; not a creature of military rou-
tine. Spartans like Brasidas, Gylippus, Lysander and
Agesilaus, may therefore pass for heroes “perhaps.
But it has been observed that none of the four assumed
heroic dignity till he got away from the cramping s3°-
tem of his own country.

* Carlyle, like Shelley and other quasi-Anarchists be-
fore Proti°*hon, is in the habit of abusing what he calls
Anarchy. But what does he mean by Anarchy? Not.
certainly, what Anarchists mean. Proudhon, indeed,
is probably the first writer since Aristotle who has
used the word inits strict sense. With others, before
his time, it was a vague term of abuse for whatever
they choose to stigmatize also as “confusion'"; a8
their use of it is sometimes extremely funny—thus th_ty
will tell us in one breath that Anarchy was atits
height, and that four or five rival despots, each in his

own section of a country, was exercising extreme.

yrafny.
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admiralty law (founded on. the Rhodian),
the military code, etc. And lest after all
this, the.perfection of human wisdom should
remain imperfect, there ig Parliament, that
august body of drunken foxhunters, terres-
trially successful priests, ‘and fundholders’
attorneys, which from time to time has en-
riched it, as the exigencies of any period
might require, with “‘thosé ten thousand
statutes which every Englishman is sup-
posed to understand,and which no English-
man does understand.” There iwas prob-
ably scarce an Englishman who did not
smile ruefully when this congeries of incon-
-sistent enactments, heathenish supersti-
tions, papal traditions, vulgar prejudices,
and arbitrary regulations, all tending to
the one sublime end of fleecing litigants for
the benefit of lawyers, was put before him
as that divine thing in which the human in-
tellect reaches the stars, and *“heaven itself
would stoop to her.” But the reformatien
effected by that school in which the laugh
became practical—the school of Austin, Ben-
tham, and their compeers,—has consisted
simply in sweeping a great part of the per-
fection of human wisdom away.

Let us assume, as commonly is assumed
in America, and in recent English legislation,
that laws have no other sanction than the
fiat of the law-making power ; thatthe only
recommendation of the common law is the

fact that, springing-from the instincts of a

great, tho at that time barbarous nation,
and capable in a large measure, of obsoles-
cence without friction, its barbarisms, tho
they much retard progress, have seldom
proved unendurable; that when they do
there is no sanctity about it which should
forbid its being changed; in short, thatlaw,
to be anything else than a nuisance, must
be an expression of the people’s present
ideas, in the form of edicts promulgated by
their representatives—still the question re-
mains, on what principle are these repre-
sentatives to legislate? Burke and a few
other publicists reply simply the popu-
lar will:* and in this they approach so
much nearer the conceptions of science
than the Benthamites or other closet legis-
lators, that it must be admitted we can
hardly maintain against them the possibil-
'ty of enacting in a_popular government
anything positive and decidedly adverse to
the popular will, But many of the mostim-
portant reforms of modern times were by
10 means demanded by the people. It was
not the ignorant many but the intelligent
few who in France and England abolished
political distinctions founded on religion,
Who emancipated the Negroes, who miti-
Rated the eruelty of punishments, who took
the restraints of the laws about usury,
forestalling, ang regrating, away from
trade.

We may welf doubt whether a single one
among these great negative improvements,
Or extensions of freedom, was regarded by
the multitude with a better sentiment than
ndifference ; and some of them were certainly
“Npopular, On .the other hand nothing is
More Lertain than that the people want a
8reat many positive laws which they will
take no troublé to enforce and so can have
_°0ly nominally. Most of those foolish

s ;15‘;;2“1:6 most appasite gif&ﬁong'iu Buckle, notes,
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statutes in which modern democratic legis-
lation has been so prolific, are either en-
acted, as was befoge observed, in a spirit of
mere “buncombe,” and remain complete
dead letters,or serve only the mischievous
purpose of giving employment to black-
mailers, because, tho many of them, as the
Maine Liquor Law, wereeagerly desired and
emphatically demanded by a great majority
’ of the people, this majority itself either
wanted only to ‘‘indignate” and *reso-
loot,” or else confided in the supposed om-
nipotence of-a legislature and by no means
expected that getting their law carried into
effect would cost them any unpleasant exer-
tion or self-denial. The democratic theory
is therefore doubly false. A populace too
stupid to accept the most momentous bene-
fits with anything better than sullen ac-
quiesence, to know that every blessing has
its prices, to demand nothing they do not
really ‘want, or to understand that what
they do want can be given them by no bill
whose provistons they will not trouble to
-haveexecuted—inshort, a people to whem a
government is still a miracle-working fetish
in guise of a mere commit tee for the purpose
of administering their will, are by no means
a people whose will can or ought to govern.
A system under which they are supposed to
do so may be better than monarchy or aris-
tocracy; but it is a clear case of * bad is the
best

* There are uther answers to our question,

on what principle legislation should pro-
ceed? The Benthamite replies, “Upon the

.-principle of the greatest good.” But, spec-

cious as this looks,it is redolent of meta-
physical superstition. What does anybody
know about the greatest good? What phil-
osopher has ever succeeded in deciding what
constitutes happiness? The Cyrenian at-
tempts to solve this problem ended in pessi-
mism, that is in suicide with a vengeance.
Those of Dumont were a failure which did
more than anything else to discredit the
Benthamist philosophy. But if I do not
even know what is for my own chief good,
how much less can I determine that of an-
other? And when it comes to the greatest
good of the greatest number, very ordinary
perspicacity should be enough to see that
the end is far too general for any calcula-
tion of means. Everyone may have his
ideas on these high subjects. I certainly
have, and I shall state them by and bye.
There can be no objection, within certain
obvious limits, to anyone’s doing what he
thinks is for his own happiness or the hap-

.piness of others. Far from wishing to re-
“strain the liberty of doing so, I am, as the

reader may have observed, in favor of en-
larging it indefinitely; for I am persuaded
that it-is by .experiments of this kind the
last and greatest of arts—the art of living—
mus} finally be made practical, and that
those hasty and premature generalizations
which constitute the accepted morality of
different societies, * ure the chief obstaclesto

e”1 have elsewhere cited with approval the remarks
of Buckle that there is no progress in ethics but only

in general knowledge. It is, however, the well known |

fault of language that no such strong general state-
ment can be made without apparently contradicting
some other truth, which in its place must be stated
also. Ethics do make progress—thru the advance
of genéral knowledge. A Maori chief told a white
man: “IfIgo out with my spear in the morning, and

“ rascal,’ no mat
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its progress. But it is very important to
remember that these experiments presup-
pose doubt; that it is not legitimate to do

. obvious harm for doubtful good; in conclu-

sion, therefore, and especially, that govern-
ment, whose very conception is hindering
individuals by methods of the severest char-
acter, from pursuing happiness in their own
way, cannot at all be justified on plea of
doing gond unless the good is of the most |
palpable"kind; whereas we have already
seen that the most apparently useful opera-
tion of all governments does harm.
C.L. JAMEs.
(To be continued.) |

meet a man, and run the spear thru him, that is homi-
cide but it is not murder. If ['ask him into my tent,
and give him food, and then kill him when he is asleep,
that is murder.” Saxon morality presents certain ob-
vious resemblances to Maori, and equally obvious dif-
ferences. We should think it murder to go out with a
gun and shoot a stranger, because, owing to the prog-
ress of knowledge, even strangers of the same nation,
nay of the same stage in civil?m(inn, have come to re-
gard each other as friends, which is not thecaseamong
people ignorant enough to depend chiefly on human
flesh for food, like the Maoris. But few of us think
it anything worse than “homicide” to invade “a bar-
barous country” and shoot as many natives as may
be necessary, to subdue the rest; and those who con-
demn this do so because they have thought more and
know more than the rest of us. Thus our moral prin-
ciples are just like the Maori's! The difference is all in
an application, which depends on knowledge, Asto
the effect of emotional culture on morality, see sec-
tion XIIL

—_ — Nx

What is Education For?

Nothing deserves so much attention and
such careful consideration as the subject of
cducation. But it is far better to have a
little education that is true than to have a
great accumulation of education that must
be unlearned to prevent its becoming a bur-
den in after life. What is our education for?
Is it to enable people to do their work
better and to lead a better life? No, that is
not the chief ebject of education according
to the prevailing theory at the present
time. “The object is to make good children
in the family, good members in the Church )
and good citizens in the State. That is the
chief aim and object of education according
to the theory on which it is now based.
Education is strictly a family, a Church, a
State matter, and since it is for the benefit
of these organizations mainly, itis main-
tained at public expense. Pupils are taught

" what is contained in the books, not what

is known to be truth. Everything goes by
authority in schools.

But edcation really ought to be an indi-
vidual matter. It ought to be for the ad-
vancement and future welfare of the learner,

Srather than for either the family,the Church
or the State. Pupils should not have too
much education to begin with. It should
be merely a platform on which pupils may
stand until they are gtrong enough to help

“themselves. J. WiLson.

ot O D

L!%Tl' ER-0BX. ~

A, B. G., Duluth, Minn—Yes, we will mail the book,
altho your name is not on our list of subscribers.

R. G, City.—Yes, a m «n- who seduces a young, inex-
perienced girl by a deliberate lie, promising to marry
her when he'does not intend to do so,-and withdraws

~his sympathy and aid when she is in distress,—being
thrown on the strect by her parents,—is certainly “a
what his conf otherwise are,
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