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Lines to Jehovah.

i fear thee not, thou jealous God,
Tho thou canst decompose

The molecules and elements
Wherefrom my being rose;

For if these should disintegrate,—
Why, then, I will repose.

My Individuality.

i That is beyond thy sway; s
Anud therefore I will not bow down,
I will not praise or pray,

If thou dost want automatons,—
Create them out of clay.-

But I am unlike unto thee,
Aud will not bow to thee, ,
For there remains a refuge path
Along which I can flee:—
One step beyond the boundary,
And I am free!—Am free!
—7The Whim.
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Anarchism.

I am asked to contribute a paper on the
much misunderstood subject of Anarchism.
I gladly do so, as the current ideas of it are
entirely based on ignorance and misrepre-
sentation. Hence it is desirable that a
clearer conception of this great ideal and
what it stands for should be presented.

First of all, Anarchism is not a cut and
dried scheme;it is simply a theory about

the freedom of the individual. Itisintended.

to enable all persons, whether Anarchists or
not, to obtain a freer field, a possible euyi-
ronmext, in which individuals or masses of
them, can get an opportunity to really try
any such schemes for the betterment of so-
ciety as may present themselves to the hu-
man mind.

In our present govermental (or Archist),
as distinguished from an Anarchist (or non-
governmental) ‘society, society presents a
seeming unity. The main channels of life
are upiformly controlled and run in a given
groove by a unified system of administra-
tion thru laws; courts, army and police.
Government is so universal that every one
is born under it, and cannot escape its con-
‘trol. Social experiments, except within
very narrow limits, can only be made under
the controlling eye of government, and an
immense burden- of compulsory taxation,
which -cannot be escaped no matter how
mischievous and contrary to the wishes of
the individual it may be. In this'govern-
mental society changes can only be made
by capturing the mechanism of government
(in America by majority rule), and run-
ning the government (by the use of physical
force) to compel acquiescence on the part
of all. In its essence this is a perpetual
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reliance on physical force, or the much-con-
demned ‘“violence.” Thus the art of con-
trolling society by government resolves
itself into a struggle to obtain the means of
compelling consent by the appeal to force or
violence. Society, in the aggregate, quite
properly objects to force and violence, on
principle; and in the name of order tries to
escape from it by means of government.
But government, in its last analysis, is itself
nothing but the resort to the same dreaded
force and_violence—ostensibly for the pro-
tection of the whole of society, but inreality
always in the interest of a part of society
only. Thus it is emphatically true, in ‘the
words of Tolstoy, that *‘ the essence of legis-
lation is organized violence,”

The Anarchist, in his turn, equally objects
to force and violence, he does not believe
that disorder can be suppressed by organiz-
ing disorder into government, He sees,
with the historian Guizot, that all govern-
ments have been foutrded in violence, are
maintained by force, when they fall they do
so by force, and are replaced by force in
some form, and they continue in essence the

“same. He sees that so far from government
improving things it increases social evils
by adding to those that may be inher-
ent in society a new set of evils and cor-
ruptions of its own, one form of which is
that it creates new opportunity for privil-
eged abuse. Instead of desiring to better
society and make it more orderly, govern-
ment is directly interested in perpetuating
corruption and disorder, because they are
the vecy breath of its nostrils, the only ex-
cuse for its existence, and without which it
must perish. The resulting *officialism”
does and must play with crime,evil and dis-
order, and must perpetuate them in order
to perpetuate itself.

Such criticisms of government (archism)
lead to the proposal to replace it by An-
archism (withodt governiment). Histori-

‘cally, it is found that progress towards
better social ideals is not brought about by
government, but has in every case been re-
tarded by it. The naturalconclusionisthat
humanity in the shape of society is always
better, more reliable and progressive than
government; that such social progress and
order as do arise come from human develop-
ment in spite of governmeént; that no mat-
ter how bad mankind may be supposed to
be, it is better to trust to mankind free than
to mankirid plus government.

From time immemorial society without
government has been called Anarchy (Greek

an, without, archy, rule), with the implica-
tion that such a society would be in a state
of confusion and disorder. We deliberately
choose the mame of Anarchist because we
deny that Anarchism implies confusion and
disorder; we affirm, on the contrary, that
it is thru Anarchism only that such orderas
is possible in human society can be reached.
The continued existence of government is of
itself a tacit admission that it does not se-
cure order. As the cause of human progress
lies outside of government, it must lie in
freedom from control, in freedom, that is in
Anarchism.

These comsiderations ought to make it
clear that Anarchism is simply a theory
about the freedom of the individual, and
that it has no derivatives bearing on any
other question. To illustrate further I will
quote the two definitions of Anarchism that
are most popular among Anurchists. The
first is by Benj. R. Tucker, an Individual
Anarchist, and runs thus: *Anarchism is
the doctrine that all the affairs of men
should be managed by individuals or volun.
tary associations, and that the State should
be abolished.” The second definition, which
is a favorite among Communist Anarchists,
is not even writteu by an Anarchist writer,
but appears in the orthodox “ Century Dic-
tionary.” It reads thus: ‘A social theory
which regards the union of order with the
absence-of all direct government of man by
man as the political ideal, absolute individ-
ual liberty.”

Thus the claim for Anarchism isthat man-
kind can better arrange their lives in a so-
ciety based on freedom than under govern.
ment. What/arrangement is to be made it
leaves to the free initiative of theindividual,
singly or in voluntary associations. Neces-
sarily the outcome will depend upon the
opinions of free individuals, and Anarchism
can postulate nothing about whatdirection
the mind shall move in.It claims that man.
kind will reacha higherstage of development
if free than under compulsory direction.

While Anarchism is thus shown to be a
vety signple and easily understood idea, it is
not td be denied that the study of literatnfe
on the subject may at first produce some
confusion as to the doctrine itself. It will
often be found that a writer, having ac-
cepted Anarchism as his basic thought, goes .
on to another subject than personal liberty,
—say, for instance, he advances his theory
as to what econofiiics are best calculated to
preserve freedom, and ends by seeming to
make his économic theory a necessary pos-




tulate of Anarchism. The same confusion
may arise on other subjects, as religion,
morals, defences, metleds, and so on, in all
of. which he may entirely differ with other.
Anarchists. But if the stranger to Anarch-
ism will study it as a theory of freedom, on
its own merits, he will then be better able
to study the ideas of Anarchists on ques-
tions of economics, religion, morals, meth-
ods, and so on, on their merits; he will
thus be better able to form his own opinion
as to what bearing, if any, Anarchism has
on them, He will find, again, that it is pre-
cisely because there are these differing opin-
ions, that we have another reason for the
necessity of Anarchism. It alone provides
a basis by which men, agreeing to disagree,
can freely and amicably attempt to carry
out their theories and show by actual ex-
perience which of the competing ideals have
merit.—C. B. Cooper, in People’s Culture
Review.

—_— O —

'I‘he Qeneral Strike in Holland.

On the 6th of April the great strike of
workmen on railways and other means of
transport, burst forth in Holland. The de-
cision with reference to it took place on the
preceding Sunday, two hundred delegates
of workingmen’s unions being called to-
getherspecially for such purpose,

Whatever may be the result of this move-
ment, it will have an enormous importance
in the annals of the struggle of labor for its
enfranchisement.

Let us, therefore, recall the motives.

All will remember the strike which burst
forth at Amsterdam in November, 1902.
The National federation of workmen on
transportation lines, which comprised a
union of about 15,000 men organized from
rmlwaya, docks and other carrying com-
panies, had notified a syndicate of patrons
of the canal boat transports that, from the
first of January, no member of the National
Federation would work by the side of non-
organized workmen,—which were always
hired by the patrons in order to lower
wages.

The sixth of January following the strike
was declared at Amsterdam by the dock
laborers. The railroad workmen immedi-
ately made common cause with the strikers
on the docks, refusing to touch the wagons
loaded with merchandise for the above men-
tioned syndicate of patrons. And as the
railroad companies insisted that this work
should be done, and refused to desist at the
request of the workmen, they declared a
general strike on the 10th of January.

The next day not a single train entered
Amsterdam and not one left the city. One
can imagine the dismay of the bourgeois.

There_are nearly 16,000 men working on

the railways in Holland; and they work .

from fourteen to sixteen hours, and receive

but twenty to twenty-two francs ($4 to

- $4.20) per week.
The State possesses some railroad lines

which it rents to acompany for  exploita-
tion.

The conditions imposed by the strikers
were these: 1, Recognize the Union; 2, No
demand shall be made that the workmen
shall forward the merchandise of the com-
panies against which the dock workmenare
on strike;/ 3, Pay the strikers for all the
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time of the strike; 4, Put the strikers back
in the places they occupted before the strike;
and make no reprisals against any of the
strikers.

The strike was spréadmg all over Holland
when the principal company of “exploit-
ers,” and after it the State; hastened to ac-
cept the conditions of the strikers.

The strike -of the railway workers was
thus victorious; and a great lesson on the
solidarity of workmen had been given to

the entire world.

- *

» :
Thereupon, the bourgeoisie, having at their

_command the State and the representative

government, decided to take their measures.
An example had already been given to them
by Italy, where a law—making work upon
the railways a public service of the State—
declared that all strikes upon railways
would be thenceforth a crime, a revolt.

In effect, this law took the necessary ar-
rangements so that in case of a strike, the
striking workmen would be replaced imme-
diately by soldiers. In other words, as
soon as a strike burst forth on a railway,
they called into active service, not such or
such class of the army,—but they called
John, workmen ‘on whatever railroad,—
Peter, machinist on whatever locomotive,-—
Paul, porter at whatever station,—and so
on. In brief, since the great majority of the

workmen who work upon the railroads be- -

long to some class of the army and of the
reserves, they are called into military ser-
vice. Equipped as soldiers; numbered ; be-
longing to such or such company and such
batallion, they will be from thenceforth de-
serters and will be brought before a court
martial, if they refuse to work upon the
line to enrich the patron named.

One can see from this where we are going,
with the Social Democrats preaching gov-
ernmental capitalism; centralization by the
State, and the abundonment of all that
which can derange Messrs. thedeputy work-
men from their sweet “ labor,” at the chim-
ney corner. When one has a few *“ Turati,”
and a number of cigar makers like * Singer’’
to represent the workingmens' interests,
one may await some interesting eyents.

Thus, then, in Holland, a little under the
pressure of Germany, which threatened to
interfere in case of the stoppage of transpor-
tation, the bourgeois proposed to imitate
Italy. A certain Dr. Kuyper proposed a
law like this:—

1st. A parliamentary inquest will be held.

2nd. Between times, and to commence,
pﬁt in ‘the war budget a provision so that
in case of strike, a}l the militia whichknows
how to work on railroads can be sent im-
mediately to the place of the strike to set
going some crains, (some trains to com-
mence, and all trains at the end). In other
words, the woskmen is no longer a fre
man, who can debate his price and his con®
dition of labor witha company of exploiters.
H. is let to them by the State, as a slave,
for obhgatory work, the same as criminals
are let in Russia, to compames of gold
finders. — « /

And thirdly, to introduce Draconian laws
to punish those railroad workmen who
cause a st?rik'e; as also those who persuade
them to cease work.

" One can judge for omeself of the rest of

Kuypers laws, by this smgle paragraph
It seems absolutely incredible; but we have
translated it verbally.

“The officers in all public servnce ' says

this proposed law, *‘also all persons hiring
permanen;ly or temporarily to work upon
the railroad,—if, to cause obstruction to the
service, they refuse, after having received
the legal order to furnish the work which
they have engaged to do, according to the
the nature of theircontract, can be punished,
at the maximum, with six months in prison
or a fine of 756 francs.

“If two persons or more cause such ob-
struction; with a common intent, the pun.
ishment shall be four years in prison, at the
maximum with no alternative of a fine.

“The persons who conduct and the insti-
gators of such conspiracy shall have the
same punishment; which can be increased
to six years, if they have succeeded in their
object, and created an obstmctmn to the
service.

‘“Whoever, by his speaklng or writing, shall
have counselled to have stopped this kind
of work (on railroads), will be guilty of in-
stigation, and shall be punished at the maxi.
mum by five years imprisonment or a fine
of 750 francs.”

It is to oppose this mlquxttous law that
the general strike of transports is called.
“Let us protest against these laws, and
augment our salaries before the bourgeois
have cut from us our means of defense’’;
such is the order for the strike.

The workers are unanimous in their re-
volt.

The diamond cutters have just joined the
railroad men.

Workingmen of all Nations; workingmen
of all parties; your blood should boil in
reading about these unworthy-projects con-
jured up by the bourgeois.

It is time, quite time, that you rise against
these low debauched people who enjoy an
idle life and live off your sweat; on your
blood and the blood of your children.

Make common cause with the strikers of
Holland. They are your brothers and—
they are no loiterers, they know how to
march in the front.— Peter Kropotkin.
Translated from Les Temps Nouveaux.
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Is He a Rascal?

And here is a new explanation of that extraordinary
¥gor with which superstitions cling to existence. Ad-
dressing the lowest of human emotions, they are
equally capable of infecting the most powerful intel-
lects or the weakest ; as witcheraft and divinstion are
far from obsolete among the masses, so decaying
moral and speculative dogmas linger in a higher grade
of culture, even after their phrasea have deggnerated
into the merest cants. This worship of words is by
no means the least noxious phase of snperstxtlon —C.
L. James.

R. G., City.—Yes, a man who seduces a young, inex-
perienced girl by a deliberate lie, promising to marry
her when he does not intend to do so, dhd withdraws
his sympathy and aid when she isin ¢
thrown on the street by her parents,—is certainly ‘&
rascal,” no matter what his conféssions otherwise are.
—FREE SociETy, Vol. X, No. 15.

The above letter box notice does not meet
with my approval. Idenythataman “ who
seduces . . . is certainly a rascal.” The act
of the man I resent, repudiate. The way in
which he achieved his purposes is not my
way. Still.he is not a rascal. Understand
and you will not condemn. Dounotattempt

A

istress,—being .
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to understand and you will reach conclu-
sions similar to those arrived at by judges.

Jurisprudence and its practise agree in
this instance with the editor of Frer So-

ciETY. A man who seduces a girl under the

above named tircumstances is according to
judicial wisdom a rascal. Any judge will
sentence him. The editor would not. He
does not believe in punishment. Stillif once
the ' same conclusions are reached it is then
no more a question of principle but of expe-
diency. ‘It depends upon how you look at
the matter. From what standpoint. In
the main you slassify the man. The editor
makes out of the man an outlaw as far as
the society of the non-rascals is concerned.
This means condemning just the same. Only
the usual punishment does not follow.

Why in this particular instance would the
judge as well as our friend Isaak reach the
same conclusion? Because for them only

the act of the man and its consequences ex- .

ist. Neither of them see that the actinitself
was a mere consequence. To mneither of
the two the motives, the impelling causes
which produced the act, occur! They see a
certain wrong committed. Consequently
the man *‘is certainly a rascal.” They seea
certain® right violated. A right which they
perceive, just as they perceived a definite
wrong. Therefore the man mustbearascal.
The motive of the act they do not know.
Nor does anyone of my readers know the
exact cause of a ‘“‘crime.”” In sexualcrav-
ings that look for gratification less than in
any other “criminal” action. But how
does a motive concern a modern judge?
Why should our friend Isaak heed the psy-
chological riddles of an act? Both gentle-
men simply arrogate to themselves the right
to judge. They divide mankind into * hon-
est” folk and ‘‘rascals.”

The sexual desires of man’'s or woman’s
nature can never be judged. I may have an
opinion abouit them. What does this mean?

"That I shall act accordingly. That is all.
Never that my opinion shall bind anybody
else. Nobody has a right to pass judgment
upon my sexual acts or how I acquire grati-
fication. Neither have I a right to do so
regarding others. You will answer that this
holds good only so long as the liberty of
others is not invaded. I answer that if this
be-done then those who are invaded have to
settle this; but I have no right to call the
man whose sexual act I do not agree with

and therefore donot comprehenda * rascal.”

I may say he is cruel; that I should use in
his place more consideration; that I would
act differently. But I have no right to call
him * a rascal.”

It is the height of absurdity to classify
man sexually. Man is neither good nor bad.
Man develops. He uses his intellect as cir-
cumstances, place, need, etc.,command. Man
is a mixture of ‘everything. He is good and
bad. In all of us are feelings of br%a]ity,
love, gratitude, kindness, hatred. How those
feelings assert themselves depends upon the
degree of knowledge achieved. Depends up-
on our intellectual ability,and upon a thou-
sand and more things which arebeyond our
understanding. They are also beyond the
cofiception of the judge and Comrade Isaak.
Still the first as well as the latter will claim
that a man who acted as stated in the let-
ter-box *is certainly a rascal,”
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About the contents of the notice I shall
say little. I do not personally kdow suffi-
cient about the case. If Comrade Isaak does
hehaspreseatedit very insipidly. Because a
girl that can only be wonthru a lie, exciting
the passion of a man who in such a state is
apt to promise everything—the woman does
too!—digs her own fate. Furthermore, it
certainly matters a great deal “what the
confessions of the rascal may be.” The
bourgeois dude will make a profession of
seducipg girls. Seduction seemingly is his
confession, The sexually starved man will
yield to any demand of the woman, how-
ever unjust and intolerant. If his confes-
sions are of a noble nature we can imagine
how great the stress was which made him
succumb. If they are of very undeveloped
characteristics, then the weakness of the
man could only be expected. Inboth cases it
is notfor us to judge the nature of our neigh-
bors. We are just as likely to succumb to
sexual passion as the “rascal.” All we can
do is to arm ourselves with sufficient self-
control, knowledge, etc., so as to prepare a
plan of action for ourselves as far as we are
respounsible for our acts. But it isdegrading
to each and everyone who puts down his
brother as ‘* a rascal”’ becausehe acts differ-
ent from the way we think we would.

The editor of FREE SoCIETY says further
that the girl theoretically in question was,
““thrown on the street by her parents.”
Such an act is inhuman. We all agree on
this just as we recognize that the act of the
fellow who presumably did not support the
poor lass is from our standpoint inhuman.
Still do we know the circumstances? We
cannot know. He may not have had any
money. His conditions may have been
such that he could not spare any. The girl
probably could have forced him to marry
her. By law and thru proving with money
receipts that he had *illegal connection”
with her. All these arguments are mere
assumptions. And upon assumptions we
can never base convictions. Furthermore,
in face of the fact that parents outrage
their feeling, can we really consider a man a
“rascal,” who never loved a girl, but simply
soughtsexualgratification and thenleft her?
If parents abuse their child, why is it so im-
possible that the feeling of a man—*‘ confes-
sions do not matter’’—can also be bar-
ren? The harshness of his feelings do not
make him *“a rascal.”

The readers will understand my position

“in this polemic. I do not defend.the act of

“ga rascal.”” On the contrary I oppose it.
I'telp to spread knowledge so that it shall
not be repeated. But I consider it anti-An-
archistic to call a man ‘“‘a rascal” because
of an act which he commits. If one man is
a rascal than all are. I remember a splen-
did article written by the brilliant German
writer, Rob. Reitzel: **A criminal to crimi-
nals!” Robert Reitzel knew that each of us
is a ‘“‘criminal” or has atyleast *‘criminal ”
faculties within him. Therefore it willnever
do to call a man ‘“rascal” when we our-
selves are such. . . . y

Establish a standard of morals and you
can logically excuse present society in many
of its features. Sex knows nomorals. Rec-
ognize morals and you are an upholder of

_the present social regime. Because every-

bod}"who violates your moralconception is

then ‘“a rascal.” Everybody who agrees
with you is honest. Belongs to your clan
or caste. The meaninglessness of such
words as moral, honest, immoral, dishonest,
right, wrong, good, bad, in their psychologi-
cal, sociological and like aspects isclear when
we recognize today the greatest possible
variety in all those things. Right or wrong
—in the main part deductions of moralistic
conceptions—do not exist. There is no ab-
soluteness in either of them. They are af-
tificially constructed, phrases. In reality,
right is might according to the individual's

- material and other real interests. Hisright

is right from his standpoint. I struggle
against government because my conception
of right opposes the conception authority
entertains. I believe in thesocialrevolution
as the only means of physically solving the
social question because I know that right is
might.

I recognize fully well that the fate of the
“young, inexperienced girl"” in our present
sogiety is dreadful:” But it is society that is
the ultimate cause of her misery. It left her
parents ignorant. Society, her patents, left
also the girl ignorant. It made the man
grow up with the idea that it is a great
thing to seduce a girl. Society has sexual
conditions that are abhorrent. All these
cause acts of brutality and inconsideration.
Society as constituted today makes the .
mostintelligent act most brutally, and some-
times finds the low ones and outcasts, in °
spite of socialinfluences, act nobly and beau-
tifully. Because there is no class of good or
bad men, of rascals or non-rascals. Man is
both. Theray of knowledge can either élimi-
nate the so-called anti-human act or the
lack of knowledge produce it there where
it finds a fertile soil. I readily recognize
that the really great person is the one who
possesses all the elements of that which I’
consider great, noble, human., But the one
who is not the happy possessor of those at-
tributes I do not recognize as ‘““a rascal”
—even tho in excitement all of us are prone
to fall into this mistake and error—but
‘simply as a fellow creature whom I will at-
tempt to develop, that he may battle more
successfully against the degrading influ-
ences of social surroundings. That he may -
fathom his psychological longings. That
he may recognize the beautiful seed of altru-
ism which rests in noble egoism.

My brothers or sisters, however they may
err to my opinion, { shall not call‘ ‘rascals.”
I shall fight with all my power againstthat
which I consider as wrong. But only when
it is crystallized in an institufion that up-
holds the system of today. Sexual aberra-
tions I shall not judge. Neither in the rank
of the bourgeoisic nor in the file of the prole-
tariat. I am no judge upon methods em-
ployed to satisfy irresistible sexual'desires.
It is a thing I may-oppose. But Icannot
condemn the doer. If I do I admit thata
division is existing within mankind. A dj-
vision into ‘“‘rascals’’ and honorable men.
I deny that it is thus. If such a division ex-
ists, pray let me know the definition of *‘a ,
rascal” more definitely. Not in its gfy-
mological sense. 1can do that myself. Do
not need to be told that. But tell me what
“a rascal” is in sexual matters. Then I
shall know. Then I will argue upon this

Continned on page 5.
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A. ISAAK,

AxarcHY—A social theory which regards the union
of order with the absence of all direct government of
man by man as the political ideal, absolute individual
liberty.—Century Dictionary. £

. Notes. .

All exchanges and correspondents should
note our new address, and direct mail-to
407 Park Ave., instead of 331 Walnut.

- *
-

It is announced that ‘‘Modern Science

and Anarchism,” by Peter Kropotkin, trans-.

lated from the Russian original by David A.
‘Modell, will be published immediately by
the Social Science Club of Philadelphia.
- -
-

Society has not yet reached its ideal state,
one in which money will no longer be used,
and where everything will be free for every-
one. If the comrades who read FreE So-
crery_would effectively work for that ideal
condition, let them remember that one of
the means to the great end is the support of
the journals which devote themselves to the
advocacy of liberty. Prompt payment of
subscriptions is genuine and effective propa-
ganda. Are you withus?

- -
*

To- anyorre sending us $2 we will send
FREE SoOCIETY one year and Dr. Greer’s “A
Physician in_the House” or his new work
“The Wholesome Woman.” Also to anyone
sending us one new subscriber and $2 we
will send thesame. Thisapplies torenewals
as well as new subscriptions.

—_— —
Outpost Echoes.
Ballots are bullies.

Prejudice is a prison.

Experience is expensive.

Fools would crown an ass. *

Deeds speak unmistakably.

Justice is wearing spectacles.
Ffeedom cannot be purchased.

The Churchjy;l. religious trust.
Jealousy confesses unworthiness.
Slavery is slavery; sex slavery too.
The single tax is simply a single steal.
gear?t for president! The king of fakers!

The ‘general strike is a blowthat is not
wind. ;

Money makes the man because man made
money.

make all Money
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Custom’s only frustworthy weapon is
ostracism,

Some men are wrong because they dare
not be right. 2 :

Harrison is in training for his next fud-
dling of fools.

Roosevelt would rather be a president
than be a man. -

To be.drunk -on hope is better than to be
sober on despair.

Clarence Darrow is learning that rule re-
—quires a big club.
Tom Johnson is a friend of the workers:
look at his millions!

An educated trickster can outargue anun-
educated honest man.

President Loubet is in Africa looking over
some French plunder.

State Socialists deny the State, and yet
they would capture it.

o
The ‘““honor of the army” is the honor of
_men turned murderers.

Self-respect is more to be depended upon
than the respect of others. "

While men can strike why do they play
with papers and ballot boxes?

There will be more wheat this year than
ever before, and more stealing of it.

One thing is certain: liberty never prom-
ised one of her supporters a ‘“ graft.”

The Irish are beginning to see thru the
boasted land bill; there is nothing in it.

Celia B. Whitehead wishes that Americus
“would drop the pseudonym.” Curiosity
is no argument, Celia.

The Rev. Henry Van Dyke has discovered
the'social revolution. Wait till the social
revolution discovers him.

Curious, isn’t it? The law is solely for
white men: they are continuing to lynch
Negroes everywhere in the south.

Plutus regards organized labor as acrime.
Wait till Demos knows Plutus as he is.

““The first shall be last and the last shall be
first.”

The family grew out of oppression, and
has beep perpetuated by economic exploita-
tion. The family is feudal, and the home is
a fortress.

There is need of propaganda among liber-
tarians. Let them draw cldser together
in friendship, and corcede the liberty they
preach. :

The hope of Heaven can only satisfy those
who have not hope upon Earth. No won-
der the clerics have always opposed human
happiness.

Freedom knows nothing about duties;
but she knows something about aspirations,
and Jtoat the basis of individual well-being

is fraternity.

Thanks to the newspapers, the working
masses are opposed to Anarchism. They
will learn in time that Anarchism is not
opposed to them.

Cook County is to have an election for
new judges in June. The new judges will be
very much like the old ones, impertinent
pettifoggers in precedent,

Chicago women are to have a newspaper,
all of their own. Itis safe to say that the
time-honored institutions of sex slavery
will be supported by this journal.

The homestead law of the United States
is being easily evaded by land grabbers and
speculators daily. It took thirty-seven
years to pass the homestead law.

The riot bullet is matched by the gatling
gun, which is now being mounted at the
mouths of many mines. Only the strong are
permitted to use violence, so it seems.

Illinois has a legislature and that legisla-
ture has a problem, the traction problem.
The speaker of the body has taught th

members that the way to rule is to use
force.

Democratic leaders are forreorganization,

~ some of them; others are for things as they

are. The ome irresistible inference from
g:rty records is that disorganization is the
st thing for parties.

Mary Wollstonecraft has been too little
noticed by those who write of advanced
women. She dared the sex superstition at
its worst in the eighteenth century, and in
England; and put her views into writing,
as well.

All efforts which ‘make for liberty make
for human progress, and to condemn liberty
because of some follies of libertarians is the
bathos of reaction. Keep your eyes on the
truth; the truth tellers are but human.

Ross Winn, finding fault with Americus
for wishing that Clarence Darrow might
escape from the legislature and return to
his friends, the Anarchists, says in his paper,
‘ The presence of a man like Darrow in any
legislative body is a distinct gain for the
cause of human freedom.” I rub my eyes,
and then reply, that thie new Anarchist pro-
paganda requires that a political ticket at
once be nominated, all the candidates being
Anarchists, and that from now on Anarch-
ists seftle their problems with the ballot.

. AMERICUS.
I P
At the Chicago Philosophical Society.

Last Sunday evening W. F. Barnard gave
the final address of the season, his subjéct
being “ Woman.”

The speaker declared that there was a
great significance in the increase of divorce,
illicit sexual relations, and in the general de-

" mand for more freedom in sexnal relation-
ships, as shown in popular novels of the
day; and drew the inference that the aver-
age views on the stbject of sex were sadly
in need of revision. The general human
problems, he found, (economic, social, etc.)

~ were not only the problems of concern to
the race; there were problems in the status
of women of a peculiar nature, problems be-
yond those directly affecting the wholerace;
problems resulting from the facts that man
was the custodian of woman’s morals, that
man made the laws for women, that he
made- religion for woman, and that her
dress, deportment, and occupations were
chosen for her by him. Women suffered
from additional disadvantages ascompéared
with man, in the struggle toward freedom.

Economic causes, wars, the facts of ma-
ternity, the delicacy of women’s organism
were referred to in accounting for man’s



rule over women; and the facts of animal
sex association were also declared to have
" exerted a strong influence in securing wo-
man's subservience tothe male human being.
Attention was directed to the lower ani-
mals, which in many cases fougpt for the
possession of the females, and ‘it was said
that modern man is in process of evolu-
tion and has not yet escaped froq the sav-
age sexual traits of his ancestry, the remote
apes. : Sy e
In primative sex association the man al-
ways captured the woman, or else bought
her; violence in some form characterizing
his method of securing a partner; anthro-
pology had established this, modern man,
with his marriage institutions, which he

had developed and made to appear in the .

form of law, and all without consulting
women, was moving along the lines of ac-
tion which were natural to the primitive
man, and had not yet risen above force as
the basis. of sex relations; hence modern

marriage; hencethe convenient moralstand-

ard, which condemned in women what it _

permitted in man; hence the increase of di-
vorce; hence the unfaithfulness of wives;
hence the new women, hence the problem
novel; hence the general rebellion all along
the lines on the part of women against the
rule of man. Women was becoming edu-

cated, and as a result was demanding
liberty, and taking it.

Of course the sex problem would not be
settled until economic problems were set-
tled, but the truth was that women was
not made for the man to possess and own,
that she had begun to discover herself, and
to realize that the things of most impor-
tance to her were not motherhoad, not wife-
hood, but womanhood ; which meant what
manhood meant; the full and rounded de-
velopment of her nature and powers, in
which maternity and sex mating were but
as means. Marriage in any form as now
known made women the servant of man;
and it would surely come to pass that wo-
man would attain independence enough to
make man realize that he was as dependent
upon her as she upon him. Liberty for wo-

man was the means of solving her problems,
and the only means.

The critics contented themselves for the
most part with the declaration that the
Sex problem could not be solved till the
cconomic problem was solved and that
what was necessary to do was to concen-
trate all effort on that problem and leave
other things to take care of themselves. It
was retorted by the lecturer, that the sex
superstition and the family superstition were
the most powerful supports of the econo-
mic system existing, that in the breakdown
of the economic conditions which exist to-
day all things identified with it fall and
crumble into decay 4t the same time; and
the critics were ad?sed to prepare them-
selves to endure the change with good
grace; for their efforts to stem the tide of
sex freedom till a future day wereas childish
as it would be to try to stop the waves of
the sea with straws. Woman, with loud
voice was ¢alling for freedom, and the day
Vas past when men should tremble at that
voice; the day was now here when the
sound of rebellion in all direction should be
the sweetest of music to human ears.

REPORTER.
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Is Government a Success?

Is the State, in this or any other country
a success! Is any organization, any group-
ing together of a certaig number of inde-
pendent individuals, with opposing interests,
thoughts and feelings, a success? No can-
did, cool-headed thinking man would say
so. Every society, every organized body of
any kind, must prove a failure in its opera-
tions at last, because there is no common
interest, no cohesion between the members.
Each is for himself, and he is opposed to all
his.associates. Such bodies have no head
and therefore they have no brains. Choos-
ing a man as leader does not make him a
leader. Before election, as well as after,
each member is as good as another, and one
has as many rights as another. Uniformly
in all societies, or organizations, scme one
aggressive fellow takes the reins in his own
hands and does the whole business. He is

the boss, and the main body can simply fol-’

low the band wagon or get left.

All organizations, even the -State, last
but a short time. The seeds of dissolution
and decay are in its constitution from the
beginning. Such bodiesarealwaysextrava-
gant in their expenditures, and waste mani-
fests itself in-every department. In the
State nobody spends his own money, and it
is for that redson that public funds are al-
ways disbursed with a lavish hand. No-
body appreciates money tunless he earns it
himself, and nobody is economical unless he
handles his own funds. How could a State
ever be a success under the existing condi-
tions? The whole system is vicious and in-
tolerable; a man acting under the govern-
ment in any capacity could not be strictly
honest if he tried. A strictly honest man in
State or government service would nowa-
days be classed as a fool.

Government is never successful in any of
its undertakings. There is too much red
tape, and everything is done in the most ex-
pensive manner, and even then the work is
rarely well done "when ’tis done. Individ-
uals thrive because they handle their own
money and attend to their own affairs,
while government fails for just the opposite
reason. Where do we find more shameful
waste and extravagance than in the army
in‘time of war? The army illustrates what
government is and how it operates. Here
we find the perpetual sacrifice of the many
for the advancement of the few. Indeed, a
man is sent to war merely to be killed for
the benefit of those who survive. Soitisin

public education—perpetual waste and ex- .

travagance for the benefit of a few—always
afew. What a monster is State education !
No tyrant in Asia ever heaped upon his sub-
jects such a multitude of iniquities as is ac-
cumulated in this country in the name of
“Free Education!” The public is sick, very
sick, and the State, the governor, the boss,
is always prescribing some new remedy to
help the patient along! Too much doctor-
ing sometimes kills people. J. Wirson.
— i
- May Day.

Long ago: when the workers with one
common purpose decided to drop their tools
and implements on the first day of May
and make a demonstration before the eyes
of capitalism, a great significance was ex-

pressed in the sounds of their thousands of

g,

2

tramping feet, and, the world of labor . had

redson to rejoice over its annual proof of -

solidarity, independence, and other great
things to come. But alas! the time soon

.arrived when Mav Day was celebrated on

Sunday, if at all; the Social Democrats hav-
ing *‘persuaded” labor that ballots were
the only. things to derdonstrate with. An-
other hope has become a memory! B.
— () —

. First Millerand—Then Jaures.

“Allwho enter here leave Socialism be-
hind.” That is what should be written
over the doors of all parliaments to warn
the workers what they may expect from
their ‘““representatives’” whom they elected
at such a cost of money, time and trouble.

In Justice-for March 21, Hyndman, in a
much-negded protest, has pilloried the two
renegades Millerand and Jaures, and has
dealt them some well-deserved blows with
all his fiery indignation. If he had been
logical this attack would have been of ines-
timable worth, but unfortunately Hyndman
himself is too much tied to the wheels of
the political Juggernaut, too much imbued
with Marxism and State Socialism, to hew
straight to the line of true Socialist princi-
ciples. Were it otherwise, Hyndman would
see that his impeachment of Millerand is an
indictment of the whole policy of the parlia-
mentary Socialists, who, fullowing relig-
iously their “scientific” theory, work for
the ‘‘conquest of political power.” Forit
is not meérely that Millerand is a traitor, a
murderer of the workers: he justifies him-
self on the very grounds assumed by Social-
Democrats for the taking of the first step
which costs so much. Hyndmansays, how-
ever, “Yet Millerand is no worse than
others would be. He meant well, I have no
doubt, but he could not rise superior to his
surroundings. He could not be Minister of
Commerce in a bourgeois government with-
out swallowing a lot of bourgeois dirt.
And he has swallowed it. It seems to have
agreed with him.” Very well; but why
blame him? If you encourage a child to
play with fire when you know it will burn
itself, who is responsible if the house is
burned down? Yet the same policy is being
pursued in England. Comrades who have
done good work in the early days of the
movement get themselves elected, and im-
mediately (as Millerand has done) the
deny the Revolution. We have enoy
“shocking examples’’ at home withoutlook-
ing abroad. The pressing need of the mo-
ment is not a “united political Socialist
party,” but that all Socialists, in face of
recent events, should reconsider the whole

position and ‘return to first principles.—
Freedom, London.
— O ——
N Is He a Rascal?
(Continued from page 3.)

point. I shall prove to even your satisfac-
tion by the most learned thinkers, pocts,
philosophers of today that rascality in the
way you apply it does dot exist. Life in
itself is immorality because human. There
is monism not only in nature. In the most
thoro production of nature—in men—Mon-
ism also lives. Lives in the actions of the
human being. But if you can show methat
there can be ‘“rascals,” then show me also
by what ethical cult they are to bedeclared.
Probably we will retrogress to a standard
of morality instead of gradually freeing our-
selves from it. Quiene sabe? says the Span-

iard, - R. GROSSMAN,

\




A Vindication of Anarchism.
VII

Superstitions being founded on religious
. practises and these again on the insatiable na-
ture of Man, which aspires to grasp an un-
alloyed and infinite satisfaction, we should
expect the .remedy to be found, if anywhere,
in Science, which teaches its students, first to
put a check on their impatience, not to aim
at doing everything simultaneously, but to

decide ‘what they prefer doing before any-

thing - else; seo‘ondly, to find out the true
way of doing that by the only method such
inquiry admits, viz., the method of observa-
tion and experiment. By this modest and pa-
tient course she leads us up to the very
threshold of those ultimate problems upon
which a hundred generations of theologians
and metaphysicians have spent their genius,
learning, and energy, in vain. °

For the two methods and their two pur-
poses, the classic authority is Lord Bacon, in
his “Nowvum Organum,” and- “De Augmen-
tis  Scientiarum” - (English translation by
Basil Montagn). The futility of the theo-
logico-metaphysical plan is, however, a com-
mon conclusion of theologians and metaphy-
sicians themselves.  Socrates, St. Thomas
Aquinas, Kant, Schelling, and above all Bos-
suet, have expounded it very ably. But the
best summary of arguments to this point 'is
doubtless in Herbert Spencer’s chapter, “The
Unknownable;” where among other things it
is shown that the impossibility of a satisfac-
tory ontology is actually about the one point
on which all ontologists have agreed. Here
aalso 4s partly, "tho I think not quite so suc-
cessfully, indicated the reason why, notwith-
standing this often-repeated  demonstration,
the human intellect returns so persistently to
speculation on  things beyond its reach.
Macaulay’s celebrated essay on Bacon, tho
not without weak points, is a very good and
popular guide to a student unfamiliar with
the subject. The chief peculiarity of Bacon’s
philosophy, says Macaulay, is that he aimed
at objects altogether different from .those of -
the theologians and metaphysicians. The dif-
ference, indeéd, is a little overstated in the
Essay. Bacon took pains to repudiate that
pig-philosophy which would make it the end
of his method that sugar should be only four
cents a pound. The end of his method, he
says, is Truth. But he adds, most justly, that
the test of truth is application. He who can
do something really does know something
about how it can be done. That he can con--

struct a specious argument about it, is no. .

proof of his knowing anything. Have not
the ablest arguments, productions of the
greatest intellects, been advanced tor cen-
turies on opszitc sides of such issues as that
between Fate and Freewill, without result-
ing in a verdict? Here is the real difference.
The theologians and metaphysicians, speculat-
ifig on emotions excited by the view of Every-
fhing in General, well knew their Jheories
applied to Nothing in Particular, and could
not be tested by experiment. For experiment
is application: application is doing, and do-
ing, .unlike Emotion, must be consistent.
Victory, not in a controversy even, but a de-
bate, was all they ever attained, because con-
troversial success was all they aimed at. But
I, said Bacon, aim at truth. I limit myself
therefore to inquiries in which truth can be
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dscertained; and my test . for such inquiries
is that their results can be. applied. Had the ,
theologians and metaphysicians been like Ba:
con in this, they must, proceeds Macaulay,

have %been like him in other things. Neither:
the giant ‘intellect of Aristotle nor the com-
mon sense of a mechanic ever “failed to see
that, given doing something as an end, ob-
servation and experiment (induction) must
be the means. :

~ This, however, is by no means quite enough
to know. False induction is as easy to run
into as false syllogisms, and scarcely as
casy to detect. John Stuart Mill has shown
that all reasoning is fundamentally inductive:
therefore also all fallacies are at bottom in-
ductive—the fault in an ignoratio eleuchi or
a non distibrutio medii is really this that the
middle term in one premise bears no such re-

Jation as it should to those particulars whence,

according to Mill, it is virtually, tho not for-
mally, generalized (1). Toarrive by means of

(1) To illugtrate, _take the following syllogism:
Fools are poets.
But Shakespeare was a poet:
Therefore Shakespeare was a fool.

We call this a non distributio medii. But clear-
ly it is a false induction. How do you know that
fools are poets? Because Phyllis Whately and
Robert Montgomery were poets? This, at most,
only proves that some fools are poets. It does
not prove that all fools are poets, still less that all
poets are fools. Compare with a legitimate syllo-
gism:

All men die. ’

I am a man:

Therefore I shall die. .

How do I know that all men die? Because
Cacsar, Alexander and Brutus died? Yes, but
more than that. Because I can extend the induc-
tion indefinitely. I know all men di¢, because all
men who have lived more than a limited timc
have died. If it were cquzmy true that all fools
are poets, the presumption that a poet is a fool
would be strong. To infer that he is; would be a non
distributio medii of a different kind—like the fol-
lowing:

All men die.

But the winner of the Derby will die:

Thercfore, he is a man. . .

Here the substantive error consists in not alloy-
ing the class “mortal” to be larger than the class
“man.”  Before it consisted in identifying the
class “fool” with the class “poet,” because certain
individuals are common to both. The first was
a very bad induction, “all fools are poets, and all
poets are fools, because some .are both.” The
other was rather better. “All mortals are men,
because all men are mortal.” But in both cases
the error of formal logic depends on an error of
real logic. An universal proposition, which, as
Mill pointed out, adds nothing to the proof of a
particular inference, but on the contrary presup-
poses it must have been falsely generalized, be-
cause the particular inference was false. And this
is an error which cannot be avoided by attentign’
to Aristotle’s rules, but only by attention to Ba-
con’s. _It. makes no difference that the proposi-
tion was only implied.

No stotes can fall whence there are none.

But there are no stones in the sky:

Thercfore, no stones can fall ffom the sky.

. This syllogism, attributed to Laplace, violates
no rule of formal logic. But the conclusion is un-
warranted for the same reason as in the other
cases. Stones have since been proved to fall from
the sky; which at once turns the argumient back-
wards, and seems to prove that there are stones
in the sky. Yet (tho I do not doubt it) the
proof is defective, after all. The stones might
form while falnng. as hail probably does.

Since Ihave mentioned poets, I can scarcely re-
frain from citing an excellent example of false in-

duction masking as logic, which is e d i
the Shakespearian work of Mr. Richal'cll.(%(.)S;ioull'3
ton (now of the Chicago University). “Judicial

observation and experiment at correct results
we ‘must observe and experiment carefulzyf
to be sure of a general truth, we must hav;
observed and experimented frequcutly; and
if the results are divided, as jn that case they
commonly are, no_yalid conclusion is possi-
ble till they have been sifted. Evidently rules
for the inductive process are necessary; ang

" Bacon, accordingly, has laid some down, To

ascertain the cause of a phenomenon, make
as large a list as possible of cases, otherwise
rathersimilar, in which it appeared and of
those which it didnot. If any conditionb
common to the former set, and its absence to
the latter, compare degrees of the pheﬁoiue-
non and the condition. But this may be done
with like result as concerns several conditions.
Then no immediate conclusion is 'Eossiblc.
If, however, all imaginable conditions but one
fail to explain the occurrence of the phenom-
enon, then we are warranted in regarding
that one as causal. It remains to be asked,
however, whether these rules are very use-
ful after all? And unfortunately the answer
must in the main be negative. All of them
can be applied to the most preposterous in-
ductions, such as that cited by Macaulay for
example, whereby the practise of having three
names was shown to be the cause of radical-
ism. The one thing really needful is a mind _
prepared to receive truth, however unwelcome
or surprising; resolute to find the truth,
however difficult this may be; and indiffer-
ent to speedy appearance of success or what-
ever™slse may divert from the pursuit of
truth. It is chiefly by diffusing such a frame
of mind that Bacon has come to be regarded -
as the father of the scientific method.

For the causes of advance and immobility
in philosophy are complex; so some of them
need mention here. Since the time of
Socrates it had been commonplace that a
sophist reasons for victory; but a philosopher
only for truth. Aristotle was as well aware

“as Bacon that new truth can be discovered

only by induction; for which also he gave
rules. Improvement on the suggestion was,~
however, hindered partly by the interesting
nature of metaphysico-theological disputa-
tions; partly by the prepossession that they
are of moment to morality and salvation,
which, if it were true, would evidently make
thems, notwithstanding some meagerness in
the results, more important than physical re-
searches, however fruitful. And finally—

criticismr-insists, the object of the Drama is to
portray human nature, whereas Ben Jonson has
painted not men, but caricatures, Induction secs
that his formula cannot be a sufficient definition
of the Drama, for the simple reason that it does
not take in Ben Jonson....In Latin literature. ...
attempt has been made to limit taste by the writers
of a single period, the Augustan age, and so co
struct a list of Latin poets which omits Lucretius!”
This kind of petitio principii prevades almost all
“judicial”—all moral and legislative reasoning. The
vice of Greece is legally punished, “because it is
contrary to nature.” But it isn't, or it could not
have been the vice of the Greeks! Miscegenation

iis prohibited, “because there is a natural repul-

sion between the races.” If there were, prohibit-
ing miscegenation would be quite unnecessary.
Unchastity'is more severely punished in womei
than men, “because chastity is the virtue of ¢
woman.” Yes, to be sure; and cooks find smok¢-
jacks useful on account of their inherent meat-
roasting propénsities! What a shame that falla-

.cies which would make us reject the services of 2
bricklayer who used them in his trade, are allowed
to pass from pulpit, press and bar!




above all, we infer from the final issue—the
inductive method was neglected because little
was expected from it. Bacon, however, wrote
in an age of important discoveries and inven-
tions. The' contemporaries of Columbus,
(ama, Jansen, Galileo, could hardly think
with Lucretius that there was not much left
1o be discovered. At the same time theology-
and. metaphysics had plunged into a chaos.
A foreboding of the great results of science,
a disposition to try its methods, was in the
air. By enlarging with unrivalled eloguence
on the benefits which induction was likely to
confer upoft mankind, Bacon gave competent
men a motive for systematic induction, which,
as Macaulay says again; was much more to
the point than giving them rules for it. Be-
cause, tho individual talent counts for wvery
much . scientific pursuits, a general pro-_
pensity towards them counts for more. The
most eminent natural philosophers of antiquity
—Pliny, Celsus, Ptolemy, Galen, even Aris-
totle himseif, are remembered quite as much
for their mistakes, which their authority, we
have before seen,made verymischievous, as for
their discoveries. But when many are seeking
truth in the right way, authority is disdained;
so the mistakes of an individual are quickly
exposed and corrected. Every child knows
that Newton was the first to demonstrate the
law of gravitation. Nobody cares to remem-
ber that he maintained the corpuscuiar theory
of light. Priestley’s isolation of oxygen was
an era in chemistry. ‘Lhe theory of phlogis-
ton could be no deader than it is, if Priestley
had not taken oxygen for “dephlogisticated
air.” ‘Thus, that rapid progress in science
which Bacon initiated is but little due to his
rules, tho they are excelent as far as they go.
(2) It is very largely due to his confidence in

(2) Probably the best are those referring to
what he calls idols (Greek eidola, delusive appear-
ances of reality); on which there is an interest-
mg paper in the Popular Science Monthly. for
October, 1899, There are, says Bacon, tour spe-
cies u(‘ these idola. *“Idols of the Race” (idola
tribus) are those common to all mankind. Such
15 the presumption that things ‘must, ‘needs be
us they seem to us, whose most glaring example
1s what they call Anthropomorphism in theology.
But another, just as bad, goes among shallow
skeptics by the name of Common Sense. It is
the foundation of Materialism and Hedonism. lt
was also the chief obstacle of quernicus' and
Galileo’s discoveries. The notion that divine
things are and human things should be :orderly‘
and “settled” is a mischievous ldol of the Race.
Many terrible wars might have been averted by
simply leaving unsettled what had to be left so
at last. © And what does order mean in ‘“naturai
theology?” Order is a subjective term. We
say things are in order, where they are so arranged
that we can find them easily. Order is class-
ification. To put ous. own possgssions in rder, is,
!here(ore,(xn useful habit for us; but that ob-
jeetive phenomena must be in any particular
ufder is neither necessary nor true. The height
of logical confusion is reached in the celebrated

argument that Chance could not have produced
Urder;‘ i. e, that an objective conditi (equal
probability of this or that result) cofild never

"f‘\'f produced a subjective arrangement and class-
ification of things—which, notwithstanding it is
perverse enough to do continually. Prejudice,
hasty inference, desire to make a case for what
We wish true, are all idols of the race. Idols of
the Study (specus, the Den)sare those peculiar
'0 men of peculiar pursuits and habits. The dii-
'x‘“""“ ways in which a lawyer, a doctor, and a
;‘li‘;fgyman, from the backs of their respective hob-
Cﬁ:\ regard such a very serious phenomenon as
-r'me, are an example. All sorts of “cockney-
sms,” the bias of every party, sect-and natiom,

- ism.
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the possibilities of the inductive philosophy;
which he declared to be the secret of practical
success, not only in inorganic, and organic,
but in moral and social inquiries. (3)
In truth, however, Bacon's own  conception

aref idols of the study. Too common an one
x-imong raacals is tuinking that the usual op.n-
ion can by no accident be right. Again and again
such men argue quite seriously that one who
thinks theology a psuedo science should have the
same opinion of surgery, or that if he does not
beliexe in monarchy, he should not believe in The-
There are -cases of a still more general

bad habit*yiclding to the bias of temperament. .

One man can see nothing but what he wishes, an-
other nothing but, what he fears. One, always
looking at resemblances, generalizes fancifully;
another, always looking at differences, degener-
ates into a criticaster and a quibbler. lIdols of the
Market- Place -are hallowed by the colloquial,
loose, and ambiguous use of words, which
sometimes, as Bacon remarks, give us most im-
portant theories founded on absolutely meaning-
less expressiuns; sometumes on such as have, indecd,
weauniug, bu‘, avague and nusleading one.  Morahty
has Leed the greatest sutferer by the first sort ot
these “idols.” One who seriously considers the
etfects produced by such terms as justice, rights,
patriotism, chastity, may perhaps concluae thag
they are answerable for more misconduct than
could have been produced by a sect which tormally
set up the worship of the lvil Principle, and
adopted for its formula “do unto others as you
would not they should do unto you;"” for the crimes
of such a sect would not, like those of the med-
dling, the pedantic and the censorious, be able to
pass as virtues. The other idols of the market
are worshiped chiefly by scientists inclined to be
metaphysical. “Ultimate questions, matter, c¢s-
sencgg, evolution, social organism,” are examples
of their phraseology. The evil reaches its height,
however, when such scientists try to define the
undeninable, which is particularly apt to occur in
“sociology.” Frequently a word of this dubious
sort is, as the Autocrat says, “polarized.” It ac-
quires new and foreign powers, like a piece of
magnetized iron. “Law and order,” “progress,”
“duty,” are, as many people use them, familiar
examples of polarized words. ldols of the The-
as those of the Study to those of the Race. They
ater are related to those of the Market, somewhat
spring, not from communities, but divisions among
men. The favorite methods of conflicting schools
—the a priori, equally that of the Hegel and that of
Schopenhauer; the empirical, illustrated by such
monomanias as phrenology, Grahamism, water-
cure, the quasi-theological, mythical or supersti-
tious (Christian Science, Theosophy, *Harmonial
Philosophy”); these, to take modern examples,
are the chief. The two last groups of “idols”
differ from the other two, especially in this, that
they represent fountains of error, walled, as it
were, and filtered, by the baneful mechanism ‘of
Authority. Macaulay justly says it is very well
to warn men against delusions like these, but the
counsel is too general to be of much practical
use. It is easy to give exact rules for that part
of the inductive process which all perform alike.
There are no exact rules for that part which a
Lavoisier performs in one way, and an anti-vac-
cinator in another. The antidote for the anti-vac-
cination style of induction is a worthier purpose
than the anti-vaccinator's—to learn, not to cavil;
to accomplish something, not to make a sensa-
tion. The revolution which Bacon effected
philosophy was a result of rendering such pur-
poses general. His caution against prejudice
reverses Protageras, about gvhom it was said:
“Putet id cuique verum esse qdod cuique videratur.”

(3) This least and last applied result of the
Baconian philosophy is unquestionably the most
important, and I do not doubt a conviction that it
would come influenced minds like those of Falk-
land, Wilkins, Spratt, Chillingworth, and others,
who, tho very religiously inclined, avoided the

perils of applying induction to Moral topics, and:
Bacon's prompt

turned by preference to Physical.
intuition strikes the keynote. Former moralists
have aimed to invent reasons, utilitarian or intu
itional, forthe customs of their country, They

e

Y

of the scientific method was very imperfect:
Certain branches of this method were much
better understood by some of his fellow la-
borers, particularly Descartes.  Bacon, it
seems, was not much of a mathematician,
He depreciated pure mathematics, partly be-
cause he knew little about them, partly be-
cause to his mind, so-impatient of verbal
subtlety, they scemed too abstract and specu-
lative to be very uséful. In quite the same

—spirit, he spoke contemptuously- of hypoth-

eses—Ilike Copernicus. Nothing, however, is
more certain than that the principal instru-
ment of inductive research, ever since his
time, has been mathematical reasoning, found-
ed on hypothesis, and only tested by experi-
ments. (4) In another trait of scientific in-
tellect, however, Bacon far surpasses Des-
cartes; and, indeed, all other men. His love
of hard facts, his delight in tests which can
be seen, made him the special apostle *of
Experiment. This method, without which
mere observation is o hampered, agreed with
- the utilitarian temper of his nation; and ren-
dered him, at least in England and America,
more influential for good—than Descartes

could ever have become.
C. L. JauMEs.

(To be continued.)

have exhorted men to the attainment of unattain-
able frames of mind, such as indifference which
could be happy in the bull of Phalaris, or benevo-
lence, which should operate with energy di-
rectly proportioned to the square of the .dis-
tance. They have argued, with signal ability
such questions as “what is the highest good,
whether pain be an evil, ‘whéther all things be
fated....whether a wise man can be unhappy,
whether all departures from right be equally rep-
rehensible.”  They have speculated much on the
grounds of moral obligation, the life of nature,
the fitness of things, They have darkened coun-
sel with voluminous analysis of exceptions to or-
dinary moral laws. Sometimes they have amused
themselves with very iiteresting paradoxes, such
as that right and wrong are made to differ solely
by divine commands, that private vices are public
benefits, that ethical teaching and sentiment has
been productive of harm, rather than good, that
the moral standard js necessarily a mere conven-
tion, that true morality begins by casting away
the sense of responsibility” for sin.  All these
lines of argument alike run into vicious circles.
The morahist of the future will seck to learn,
thru observation and experiment, how c_hamc-
ter is actually affected by heredity, by habits, by
- reaching, by training, by study, by example, by
particular_kinds of each, by society, solitude, emu-
lation, iriendship, love, parentage, quarrels, sin,
repentance, remorse, age, r}auonallty. occupation,
creed.  Then we may begin to know somet‘h‘mg
about how to produce a desired moral type. Sim-
ilarly, the future philosopher of Law and Politics
will not content himself with being the compiler
and culogist, the lant, or t}lc _cmpmcul re-
former, of his own country’s institutions, Qut will
seck to learn from history the causes which de-
termine social arrangements, and their reactions
on the society which produces them This is evi-
dently the method pursued in the author’s cele-
brated Essdys. o / .

(4) Bacon at one times proposes, consistently
with his general maxims, to ascertain the nature
of Heat by making as large a list as possible of
those bodies we find to be hot (such, I suppose, as
live coals, brandy, Spanish flics, and cayenne pep-
per), then a long list of bodies which are not
hot (ice, blanc-mange, “cold iron,” and ammoniacal
vapors?), and then inquiring what is common to
all in the first list, but not_found in any of the
second. ~Widely different is the way in which
heat was actually found to_be a mode of motion.’
Observing that friction catses heat, variods phil-
osophers, among whom, very remarkably, was
Bacon himself, propounded the true theory as an
hypothesis, and .cvcn_tncd some experiments with
a view to testdt. Thru many years of sedulous
labor, in which lhciv were guided by this hypothe-
sis, Meyer and Joule, independently of each other,
demonstrated the equivalence of a . “foot-pound”
molar motion, with the quantity of heat neces-
sarv to raise in a fixed amount the temperature of
a fixed quantity of water. The Encyclopedia Brit-
annica articles on Bacon and Descartes are worthy
of study on this point. R
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