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Oh, Tell Me: Why?

Oh, workingmen! pray, tell me why
Adorn you so and beautify

While 'round your cheerless homes, alas!
. Are seen but seldom, trees and grass,

Which wither soon as dp the lives
Of your beloved children, wives ?

Whatever from hard toil you wrest

And give it cheerfully away
To those who lead and show the way

Who teach you never to dispel
The fear of Satan, God and Hell ?

Why raise you offspring in the styes
Of mental, spiritual lies,

In priestly day—and—Sabbath schools,
55 Whose only aim is to make fools

Prolific with disgraceful deeds?

Why make the earth a battle-field,
Where all to sword and cannon yield,

Her Father-Sun with love and grace
Pours golden rays for all alike a prize),

Because some strive all human kind

With chains of slavery to bind?

Why toil you like the honey-bees,—
When in your looks but cares one secs,

Why can’t you, tell, maintain the lives
Of your beloved children, wives,

Devour your honev (you resigned)?
* 3 *
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Behold approaehing glorious Spring
Upon the Sun’s all powerful wing!

In Nature’s kingdom tho the least,
Her boundless blessings gleefully enjoy.
For you but, men, creation’s crown,

In velvet green the fields are clad;
Sweetly mysterious voices spread

. In whose clear waters gently look
)" The azure sky and curly-headed trees;
The air embalmed is with perfurfe
Of trees and flowers all in bloom.

And all, that vibrates, moves and speeds
Exalts and praises Nature's deeds

In sound and motion full of harniony :
From the yoracious beast and brute
And to the caterpillar mute,

All crawkand leap, and hop, and spring,
And call, and buz, and chirp, and sing.

-

Witk flowers and trees the graves of people dead,

And flowers (in pots—a meager flower bed),

Why take you to the “Church” with zest

In endless waste of sweat, and blood, and brains,

To Heaven's realm, where utter darkness reigns;

With blood and bones the soil to fertilize,
(Our Mother-Earth, upon whose face =~

And often deepest pain and black despair,—

Who stifle now their heart’s desires fair,
While drones, with peace of heart and mind,

The heart of Nature throbs with endless joy :
The worm, the plant, the fowl, the beast, "

Spring has no joys, it seems, brought down.

From yonder forest, rustling in the breeze;
There murmuring flows a snake-like brook,

And bird of song, and butterfly, and bee,

Whose poison spreads, like pestilence, all 'round—

Of child and youth who touch their “sacred” ground;
Nay, worse than fools yet—falsehood’s breeds,

And you, oh men, creation's crown,
Who from above on all look down,
Who make all wealth with your. own blood and
brains,
Remain forever in your holes,
Like criminals in prison walls,
Where endless misery forever reigns,
As if not for you in the least
Had Mother-Nature spe€ad her feast.
Then, why indifferent remain
To whatsoever is a bane,
That hovers ceaselessly above your life,
When your’s is all the wealth or. earth,
To which your toil has given birth?
If, brave and bold in the approaching strife,
You'll break the yoke; the bondage rent
Of master, priest aud government!
Oscar B. SMOLEBNSKIY.
Philadelphia, Pa., 1628 S. Orkney St
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A New Island Story.

Once there were a number of people living
on a sunny island in the sea. The island
was their world, for the great rolling ocean
was like mere space to them, seldom bring-
ing them anything but waves and seaweed
and balmy breezes. A storm orashipsome-
times happened, but at very long intervals.
So these people lived their own lives, unin-
fluenced by the conditions and characteris-
tics of other races. They could read and
write, and a country newspaper was actu-
ally published somewhere on the little spot
of ground in a primitive way very satisfac-
tory to all concerned; they cherished a sort
of traditional religion which time had mel-
lowed into a practical mixture of idealistic
Christianity, pagan mysticism, and natural
ethics, and they never disagreed as to points
of faith or the orthodoxy of doctrines.
They knew nothing of politics. They must
have been taught it sometime in the past,
but they had become fearfully benighted in
this regard as time went by. They had no
elections; they had forgotten that a gover-
nor was necessary, that they were in the
depths of chaos.and confusion withouta
secretary of war, secretary of State, treas-
urer and lord high executioner, An old flag,
of a nation important among other impor-
tant nations, but of little moment here,
floated from a flagstaff down by the unused
landing. A legend of a regularly appointed
ruler prevailed, and a few coins wjth a for-
eign stamp upon them lay in the museum
or office of the traditional governor. But
this was all these people knew of govern.
ment. When they wanted a thing done
they came together and agreed upon the
best plan of doing it. Otherwise they at-
tended their gardens and goats assiduously,

traded produce with each other without
interference of any outside power, and never
thought of quarreling. Few could remem-
ber when anything had been stolen; but the
last story was of a man who purloinied his
neighbor’s garden rake and did not bring it
back. Before noon the use of twenty rakes
had been tendered him with apologies that
his lack had been overlooked. There was
little need of money; but pieces of paper
promising the bearer a bushel of wheat or
whatever else he might want, on demand,
circulated among the simple Islanders.
Often merg verbal promises answered every
purpose; for when things needed for con-
sumption were plentiful no onecared enough
about accumulating them to withhold from
any who might need, and in time of scarcity
none could be happy when some of their
neighbors might be needing the necessities
of life. When a genuine scarcity of produc-
tinns occurred the custom was to hold a
convention, determine just what the supply.
was, just what the actual demand would
bfl' and apportion it out with equal favorto
all.

No one was wonderfully rich, tho some
possessed silks and jewels so old as almost
to have lost the story of their origin; but
these were looked upon as articles of curios-
ity, which every inhabitant was privileged
to look upon sooner or later, and which.af-
forded about as much pride and pleasure to
omne as to another. Goat skin and goathair
furnished the raw niaterials for their cloth-
ing; their houses were made of bambooand
palm leaves; their food was the fruits, vege-
tables and grains easily grown. on the
island.

And so these people lived, loved, and vwere
happy and peaceful. Their social life was
free and cheerful—poetry and romance en-
tered into their lives as naturally as the
breezes, the beautiful, boundless ocean, the
radiant dawns and lovely sunsets. There
was no tax gatherer, assessor -or rent taker
to come and make them afraid.

But one day a great armed ship, floating
a flag, similar to the one at their harbor,
swept into view and bore down upon the
quiet little island. It sent a boat load of
uniformed officers off to land at the simple
wharf, where only afew curious men lounged
about to rgceive them. A grand looking
man addressed them in a sonorous voice:

“Where is. your governor? Where are
your officers? Why is not someone in au-
thority here to meet us? Surely you must
have sighted our ship long enough ago?

Some one in authority! Who was? Wha
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ought gﬁe done with these magnificent
creatures? Now they saw the lack of prop-
erly organized government, if never before.
The few men on the beach consulted with
one another and remembered that one of
their number had a long time ago received
an appointment as governor of theisland,
but that he had laid the papers away and
kept on at work with the rest of them, not
finding anything in his official capacity to
do. He was hunted up now and brotight
with the soil of the earth still clinging tohis,
coarse garments to do the honors of the

island to the visitors. There was no dis- °

play, no officers to parade, no public offices
to show, no treasures, no red tapes no jails
to bring out for investigation; nothing but
a few simple people, living quietly and con-
tentedly among themselves, without laws
or lawmakers. Naturally the visitors were
shocked. What barbarism! What confu-
sion! What Anarchy!

But they would soon change all this; in- .

deed that was what they had come for.
They would organize a government, estab-
lish the authority of the mother country,
open up a new market and make the island
a source of revenue. All this as soon as
possible the” great men proceeded to bring
about.

A governor who appreciated the advan-
tages of a privileged position, one among
themselves, was appointed at a high salary.
Other officers were chosen, some by the peo-
ple themselves; different departments were
established; a financial system set up, taxes
levied, arrangements for strict order and
obedience were made. As it would require
a class to execute these plans on the others,
the class was naturally a privileged one,and
the land principally was given out to them
to rent out or sell. Everything being thus
thoroly oiganized, ships began to arrive
with foreign goods, and the island was
flooded with stylish, new materials, bibles,
whiskey, and opium. Nothing was now
needed to complete their onward march to-
ward civilization, but a war and a spirit of
patriotism, and these would come in good
time.

- . -

Ten years later, the promise of civilzation
was fulfilled.

A great, bustling, monstrous growth of a
city stood on the site of the simple wharf.
Palacesgleamed down one streetsand hovels
groveled in their shadow on another. Cor-
ruption, greed, power riotedin the city halls;
want, hunger, petty thievery ran riotamong
the people. Pomp, splendor, piety, gilded
and ostentatious charity reigued in the pal-
aces; poverty, ignorance, degradation, bit-
terness, despair, rebellion reigned in the huts
and thruout the despoiled lands. Pestilence
and drunkeness were now well known, and
the newly built jails were never empty. Of
ficialism found plenty to do, and the work-
ers, when they saw their productions taken
for rent and taxes, constantly planned how
thgy could escape the terrible specter—pov-
erty. All were fearful; none were secure.
But this was civilization, fostered under a
strong government.

- -

-
This is not an allegory, reader. It has

- happened several times in the history of the

‘world. Lizzie M: HoLMEs.
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Two Object Lessons for Socialists.

The following I clip from a trade union
paper.

In Holland recently an anti-strike bill was forced
thru parliament by c:pitalistic politicians. It isnow
a law and affects State workers, and there is a fear
that the law may be extended,

The government of Victoria, Aust,ralia,
refused to allow the State railwayemployes
to join the Federation of Labor. A strike
resulted and all the forces of the State were
brought into play with the result that the
strike was a miserable failure. ~

Here are the object lessons in StateSocial-
ism= *“Ah, but State Socialism is not what
we want,” declare the Social Democrats
and the S. L. P.ites. Well, if they do not
want it they are certainly a queer lot, for
that is exactly what they are voting for.
It is all well enough to say that they will
establish a Social Democracy, but there is
no such thing.

There is just one kind of politieal Social-
ism and one kind only, and that is State
Socialism with a big S. In all forms of so-
ciety in which association takes place there
are a few people who run the thing. The
very fact that the S. L. P. and S. D. par-
ties are both run by a machine is the best
possible proof of the truth of the above.
Moreover, there is not a political party on
the face of the globe that has more of a po-
litical machine with so few bosses than the
Social Democratic party of Germany.

When it comes to tactics these Socialist
parties show all the earmarksof therankest
bossism. Two illustrations show this: Mrs.
Avery charged the party leaders with being
atheists, free lovers, etc. The charge is at
least partly true, as we will admit. What
happens? She is excommunicated for two

years. Second. A union man opposed the.

efforts of the Socialists to capture his in-
ternational union and told some plain
truths aboutthem. What happened? A con-
spiracy was entered into by certain bosses
of the party tohave this manfined as an or-
ganizer under pay, and they succeeded. This
is what one ought to call State Socialist
tactics. The question for the workers to
ask themselves is ‘this: Will we have less
liberty under a Socialist administration
than we enjoy under capitalism ?
F. G. R. Gorpon.
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Preachers and Law-breakers.

Governor Pennypacker, of Pennsylvania, who in
the service of the Quay machine signed the bill de-
signed to muzzle the press of his State, has discovered
that the thing is not to be doue. The press defies him,
and treats him as the tool and fool he has proved him-
self to be. The new law is daily broken, openly and re-
igicingly, Pennypacker himself being made the special
object of the law breaker’s contempt and laughter.
What is he going to do about it?

The above quotation is an extract taken
from an editorial articlejpublished in the
San Francisco Examinerﬁn June 6, 1903.
The Examiner is owned by W. R. Hearst, a
multi-millionaire, member-elect of C ongress
from a district in New York, and anavowed
candidate for the nomination as president
of the United States at the next election.
The quotation is/instructive. ‘

The press of Pennsylvania, like the Hearst
‘papers, is very zealous in advising and cau-
tioning the working people to obey and re-

spect the law,and is particularly extreme.in
-its denunciation of Anarchists because the .
Anarchists teach that obedience to and re-
spect for authority andlaw is servility in
the most aggravated form. But does the
publishing fraternity of Pennsylvania prac-
tise the lesson it preaches to workers, when
the lawmakers of that State seek to sepa-
rate the newspaper proprietors from their
interests, asthey do in the case of the work-
ers? Notatall? They defy the authority
of the governor, treat him as a fool and
‘“ openly and rejoicingly ”’ break the law, be-
cause it interferes with their interests.

* Every class in human society, except the
working class, by some method or other
tramples down the law when it obstructs
its purposes. But all classes unite in com-
pelling the working class to always obey
the law, and none are more violent in this
respect than the newspaper class. Let us
who toil awaken to the fact that we pro-
duce all wealth; that it all belongs to us by
right of production; that law and author-
ity are fnethods by which wealth is madeto
pass from our hands into the possession of
the non-toiling classes, and that itis to the
interest of the non-toiling classes to seduce
us if possible, and coerce us if necessary to
obey the law and bow to authority,—then
we will “openly and rejoicingly’’ break
every statute law, and ask them what they
are goingto do about it.

Really, what can they do about it, then?
Nothing to us workers enjoying the use of
wealth we produce, which our obedience to
law now prevents us from doing; and to
also witness and feel the discomfiture of the
non-toilers. But what is the United States
going to do with Hearst for publishing the
editorial? Will it subject his papers to the
same treatment it accorded to The Fire-
brand and FREE SoCIETY, or will it deal
with him as did the State of New York with
John Most? Not at all. He is not of the
working class. He has too much money.
He can buy, or coerce the officials.

San Francisco. Con LyNcH.
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« Primitive Folk.”

We have become too much accustomed to
regard disdainfully, from the height of
moderncivilization, theintelligence of former
times, the ways of feeling, of acting, and of
thinking that characterized the human col-
lectives preceding ours’. How often do we
ridicule them without knowing them! We
have imagined that the etimology of in-
ferior races was buta collection of vagaries,
a confused mass of nonsence. In fact, the
prejudices appear doubly absurd when we
have not the key to them: We have finished
by believing that there is no intelligence but
our own, that there is no morality but that
which accommodates itself to our formulas.

We have manuals of natural history which
divide the animal and vegetable species into
two categories, the useful and hurtful, and
afirm that outside of man exists neither
reason nor conscience.

They reproach-the ass with his stupidity,
the shark with his voracity, and the tiger
with his fury. But who are we that we
should assume such an exalted position in
view of the intellectual and moral weakness
of those who have preceded us ?




- trayeling in time
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‘Tt were well to take care; these errors
that traverse the human race, theseillusions
thru which it has passed Carry their in-
formation. .They are not monstrosities,
hatched in space by chance; natural causes
have produced them in their natural order—

let us say—in their logical order. In their

time, they were so many beliefs that passed

as very well motived. Resulting from the -

disproportion between the immensity of the
world and the insignificance of our person-
ality, they testify to a persevering effort
marking the evolution and the adaptation
of our organism to its environments, adap-
tion always imperfect, always ameliorated.

The series of superstitions is nothing else
than the research for truth,thru ignorance.

The spectacles, the telescope, the micro-

scope, the spectral analysis, so many correc-
tions of the recognized insufficiency of our
visual dpparatus. There will never beexact

comprehensions of the reality except by.»

reasoned knowledge of formeér™ mistakes.
That is the cost of science of intellectual
soptics.

How often has been reiterated the pro-.

found saying, “Traveling in space is also
1" In fact,such rites unex-
plained, such customs, of which those who
practised them never suspected meaning,
have in their way, the same interest that
the digging up of a buried city would have
for the archeologist, of the discovery of a
Ppterodactyle wallowing in an Australian
swamp, for the zoologist.

Intelligence is everywhere the same, but
its developments are successive; slowlystep
by step humanity gravitates toward rea-
son. Soomer or later it will be ascertained
that ideas have their age, the sentiments
vary in form and degree. A future science
will classify even fantastic imaginings, will
show how unreasonable fancies are formed,
and will fixthedates of prejudices and super-
stitions, fossils of their kind.—Elie Reclus,
in ** Primitive Folk.”

—_ 0 ——
Holbach’s System of Nature.

In his most interesting work on “Diderot
and the Encyclopaedists,” John Morley de-
votes one chapter to one of his contempor-
aries, Holbach and his chief work, “System
of Nature,” which appeared in 1770. This
book isimportant as a complete attempt to

_ substitute materialistic philosophy for re-

ligion, but perhaps more so for the violent
directness and the pertinacity of its assault
upon political government and its vindica-

_tion of the innate goodness of man, whose

deliverance is to be wrought, according to

the aunthor, by intellectual and material \gox relationships.

emancipation hand-in-hand with social co-
operation. p

If men are bad, Society is at fault!.

Maf is bad not because he was born so, but because
he is made so. The great and powerful crush with
impunity the needy and unfortunate.

And _yet there could be so much happiness
and goodness among men :

-~

A sociefy enjoys all the happiness of which it is sus-

ceptible, as soon as the greater number of its members —

are fed, clothed, housed, a‘e able, in a word, without
excessive tbil, to satisfy the wants that nature has
made a necessity to them. Their imagination is con-
tent as soon as they have the assurance that no foree
can ravish from them the fruits of their industry, and
~that they labor for themselves. By a seq of hu-
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man madness whole nations are forced to labor, to
sweat, to water the eaith with their tears, merely to
keep up the luxury, the fancies, the corruption of a

handful of in: a few useless creatures. Sohave
religions and political errors changed the universe into
avalley of tears.” i % -

Again, happiness depends on the relation
of man to man:

“It is man who is most necessary to the well-being
of man, for no man can be happy alone.,” =

So also does virtue:

To be virtuous is to place one’s interests in what
accords with the interests of others. The sentiments
of self-love become a hundred times more delicious
when we see them shared by all those to whom our
destiny binds us. The moment you attempt to find a
basis for morals outside of human nature you go
wrong; no other is solid and sure. The aid of the so-
called sanctions of theology is not only needless but
mischevious. As for saying that without God man
cannot have any moral sentiments, or, in other words,
cannot distinguish between vice and virtue, it is as if
one said that with the idea of God, man would not
feel the necessity of eating and drinking.

—Freedom, London.

—_— o —
Does Liberty Mean Variety ?

While the article ““The Sex Question and
Liberty” is ably written, yet being a for-
lorn cause, even as humble a writer-as my-
self can refute it. The whole article is a vin-
dication of variety in sex relationships, but
it does not vindicate. Americus makes the
assertion that variety is liberty, and then
builds an air castle on it, yet the heading of
his article shows that he himself does not
think so. Comrade Most correctly calls
variety lust, and advises that it should not
be considered as a teaching of Anarchism.

While no one has a right to criticisc the
actions of any individual, yet no one has a
right to make a “ hobby” a public question,
and press it on the minds of others. Iagree
with Americus that the libertarians need
unity, fraternity and harmony for the prop-
agation of liberty, but not variety; and 1
invite every liberty-loving man and woman
who is willing to make propaganda on po-
litical, economical, and religious grounds,
to let me hear from him or her.

ARTHUR MEDWEDEFF.

Chicago, 111., 826 W. Division St.

COMMENT.

My friend Medwedeff is mistaken in re-
garding my article “ The Sex Question and
Liberty” as “a vindication of variety in sex

_relationships.” Varietyis neither mentioned

nor referred to thruout the entire article,
which was a vindication of liberty and lib-
erty along; I purposely having avoided
other mdtter for the sake of clearness. On
another occasion I may defend varicty, in
which I have implicit faith, as a purifier of
AMERICUS.

iy )
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“Watch Your Leaders.”

The revolt of the Clyde engineers from the
officialdom of their anion is a healthy sign,
and it will not be without ite effect upon
the executive of that organization. It is

just three years ago, ‘on the first of May. -

that Dr. George Barnes, speaking af the
Crystal Palace to acrowd of Social Demo-
crats, sneeringly referred to the trade unions
as being composed of men who were wast-
ing “their time, their money, their energy,
and their brains—as far as they had any "
(this statement being received with cheers

by those those present) “ to settle this ques. -
tion”’ (labor @nestion) “by the shortening
. of the hours of labor and the increase of
wages.” He remains true to his convic-
tions, and in order to help solve the labor
question he votes and uses all his powers as
secretary of the Amalgamated Society of
Engineer to cause a reduction of a shilling a
week in the men’s wages, and this against
the decision of the men affected. Of course,
there is the specious plea that it wasin the .
interest of the whole organization, imply-
ing that they would be defeated were they
‘to strike. Oh, that specious plea *the
reatest good for the greatest number.”
"That's right; Mr. Barnes; the way to settle
the labor question is to reduee the wages of
the workers and send you and your kind to
Parliament. You would make an admir-
able labor representative! The executive
controlling the funds and withholding the
strike pay, of course the men were defeated.
Nevertheless, the lesson will not belost, and
it will be long before the executive tries the
trick again. As Jay Fox said recently in
FreEe SocieTy, ‘“keep on the picket line,
brothers, and watch your leaders as well as
capitalists.”—Freedom, London.

—_— ——
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Here and There. ¥

The Supreme Court of New Jersey has con- -
firmed the sentence of the Paterson ‘{idlers
of justice,” who condemned Comrades Me-
Queen and Grossman to five years’ impris-
onment, ostensibly for having participated
in the strike riots, but in reality to remove
two able agitators from the labor, move-
ment. Our readers will still remember that
McQueen had tried his best to prevent the
strikers from being shot down by the police,
and that Grossman was in New York when
the riot occured, to which more thanadozen
witnesses testified, among whom was his
employer, the publisher of a Republican /
Hungarian weekly in New York. - /

It is reported from Australia -that Cgm-
1ade Andrews is dying from consumption in
“a Melbourne hospital. Many of our r¢aders
will still* remember his excellent contribu-
tion to The Firebrand. He was one of the
first Anarchist agitators in Australia, suffer-
ing persecution, starvation, and imprison-
ment,

According to an article in Neues Leben
(New Life), there are twenty Anarchist peri-
odicals in Spain, with 80,000 subscribers,
Tierra y Libertat at the head with 18,000
readers. . This in a priest-ridden country
with 18,000,000 inhabitants, about half of
whom are illiterate, an exawple which
ought to animate the Anarchists of this
country to-a more lively activity.

Cronaca Sovversiya is the naine of a new
Anarchist Italian. weekly, hailing from the
church-ridden State of Vermont. Price $1 a
year. Address: P. B. Box |, Barre, Vt.

The Pennsylvania coal miners trusted ,gn
leaders—God, Roosevelt, Mitchell, & Co.—
and have consequently been cheated, as was
expected by those who have learned from
experience. The mine owners openly defy
the decision of the commissioners, and an- "
other strike seems to be inevitable. Miners,
+learn to stand on your own feet!” ;

&
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Notes.

All exchanges and correspondents should
note our new address, and direct mail to
407 Park Ave. instead of 331 Walnut.
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Ida C. Craddock’s photograph can be ob-
tained from E. C. Walker, 244 W. 143rd
St., NewYork, N. Y. Price, 30 cents.

- -
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To anyone sending us $2 we will send
FREE SocIETY one year and Dr. Greer’s “ A
Physician in the House” or his new work
““The Wholesome Woman.” Also to anyone
sending us one new subscriber and $2 we
will send thesame. This applies torenewals
as well ag new subscriptions.
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Outpost Echoes.

Carnegic has bought a large collection of
fossils for the Pittsburg Institute. Was he
lonely, by himself?

- *
&

Laws and institutions bind theindividuals
of a race together, perhaps; but only in the

way in which slaves are bound together.

A *‘practical” man is one of the most un-
practical of beings; one who takes things
as he finds them, thinking them right merely
because they exist.

* *

*

Anarchists are but human; therefore once
in a while an Anarchist follows the example
set by Christians, monarchists, and demo-
crats; and kills a tyrant. Queer, isn’t it?

; 3 A * ~ *

" Sexual freedom is neither desired by those
who are enslaved by sex nor by the unscrup-
ulous, who delight in coercing woman or in

- -
L]

Of old they said that men needed the fear
of God to make them righteous; experience
having given the lie to this dogma, they
have abandoned it in favor of another one;
and now it is in the fear of the laws that
creates virtue. : L]

buying her, but is desired alone)by men %

- -
-

Balfour averted a governmental crisis by
standing between Chamberlain and the peo-
ple, upon whom that charlatan would force
his nostrum of protection. A word to Bal-
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four: When the ship is sinking, the pumps
do but little good. Can you swim?
- 2 -

An English criticism of Emerson is that
he was an Anarchist; and the writer brings
a plentiful supply of evidence to substan-
tiate his contention. If our claim to the
fame and honor of great men is admitted in
a few more instances we shall be gear the
danger line of respectability.

- -

The child is receiving a great deal of at-
tention from students at present, and on all

‘hands it is being avowed that theeducation -

of children, involving even the average

.amount. of submission to parents, is des-

tructive of their strength of character, and
that forcible control leaves its effects in fu-
ture voluntary submissiveness when the

child becomes }n adult.

- ]
- .-

The political Socialists are trying tomake

capital for their bankrupt theories by steal-
ing the arguments of Kropotkin as ad-
vanced in that author’s *“Mutual Aid.a
Factor in Evolution.” These amusing indi-
viduals must be shown, it seems, that “mu-
tual aid” goes on without the State or any
other sort f control, and that the conten-
tion based upon it is presented by Kropot-
kin as-an argument for Anarchist Commun-
ism. Forced aid is not mutual aid. Try
again ! X £
-

H. O. Havemeyer, the sugar trust mag-
nate very sweetly put some questions to the
Federation of Labor in Yonkers, New York,
and then waited for his answer. It must
have burned the ears of the apostle of
sweetness and trusts, as he listened to it.
Really, if these brainless, or almost brain-
less money-bags keep on trying, they may
learn something ere the world becomes too
hot to hold them. But the estimate which
they apparently putupon the understanding
of workingmen does them very little credit.

- - -

Theodore having completed his western
trip’ in a whirlwind of fatuous talk, is now
safely re-ensconced in Washington, away
from all the plots and threats which the
punctilious pencil-pushers of the press dis-
covered for his edification and to win our
love, Presidents used to burn fireworks,
when upon their journeys they would pro-
perly impress the intelligent citizen; now
they adopt other expedients; they have An-
archists plots discovered. Anarchist scares
-are cheap, too; as cheap as a journalist’s
soul.

- -
» > -

The Moslem woman is held up by western
religious and moral writers as an unfortu-
nate being compared with the Christian
woman, who has jut one husband. The
real difference seems to be that where poly-
gamy is practised, the man does as he
wishes, and is not accountable to any of his
wives, while in Christian lands his accoun-
tability is fully discharged thru that con-
stant lying which the average man indulges
in to preserve *‘the sanctity of the home.”
The righteous writers skould specify the
-advantage of this.”

- *

A -
~ The one aH-imporFant and valuablelesson

s

which trade unionism has taught the work.
ers, is that to stand together is the secret of
power. The raising of wages is but the
amelioration of slavery; arbitration be-
tween employer and employe is a delusion:
some other results of unionism amount to
but little; but what unionism suggests: the
general strike, and cooperative industry—
these are things to some purpose. The
workers have learned their powers solely
thru combining, now let them learn how to
use these powers wisely. Capitalism woild
soon give up the ghost if workingmen could

but agree.
- *

*
A London Times correspondent - writes

from New Zealand saying that the boasted
governmental measure, compulsory arbitra-

tion, is not meeting with the acceptance |
which. was anticipated. The employers |

show great dissatisfaction when a decision
of the arhitration court is adverse to their
interests; often discharging employes in re-
taliation; while the unions are equally un-
compromising when a decision goes against
labor. Thus the last means to conciliate
exploiters and the exploited promises to
miserably fail. Arbitration is a farce, as
both the opposing interests know; but
every remedy save the right one will be tried
ere the end of compromise can come.

- -
-

The widows and orphans who suffer
when labor thru its successful strikes cuts
down, or appears to cut down thedividends
of capital, are a most pathetic lot. Their
little savings, by the fortunate investment
of which they are just able to live in luxury,
cease to bring them in so much money, and
then Mary - must postpone her trip to
Europe, and John perhaps has to wait a
little for his automobile. It is a shamethat
the millions of widows and orphans of the
common people should make such a great
outery about poverty, and that laborers
accustomed to indigence should complain
about their condition! Itis easy for those
accustomed to living on less than nothing
to continue the practise, but consider : those
who have lived a different life, they must
sfiffer terribly when their incomes are cut
down. -

* » -

The slaughter in Servia was carried on by
‘“law-abiding people’” and doubtless that is
why we have heard so little in the way of
strenuous objection to their bloody acts.
Alexander and his king tvere butchered, but
as the butchering was done by those who
believe in government, and who believe
with a vengeance in it, no reprisals are to
be made. Itis too bad that these murders
were not done by Anarchists, then righteous
indignation could foam at the mouth, while
the very heavens echoed back the rage of a
people bent on dire punishment. It makes
all the difference in-the world who kills, but
it makes no differenée how the murders are
done. Really, if some one whom the people
can hate justly, some Anarchist, does not
soondo some parallel deed, the virtue which
is so cherished an element in their hearts
and souls will be in danger of extinction.
Meanwhile, anyone who regards the people
ashypocrites, and sneers at their adjustable

- standard of right and wrong, should, of
course, be severely punished.

AMERICUS.




By the Wayside.

It is only under Socialism that there can be no class
legislation. Why? Simply because there will be but
one class—the working class.—The Coming Nation.

What about the “Servants’’‘~the official

?
class’ it .
*

The workers of Holland have learned a
lesson. After the collapse of the general
strike, a union man said in a mass meeting :
“] have been asked what we intend;to do
now. Workers, I suggest that we dig a big
grave, putin our leaders, cover it with sand,
and put a cross on the heaped-up earth bear-
ing the inscription: ‘Here rest out leaders.

Toilers learn to stand on your own feet’!”

* -
*

Switzerland is being felicitated upon its
new anti-Anarchist law. Anyone glorifying
assassination is to be punished by im-
prisonment. ‘The monuments to Tell and
Winkelried,” adds a contemporary, ‘‘will
now, of course, have to be removed; for it
will not be a hard task for a States attor.
ney to find in these monuments a glorifica-
tion of assassination.”” It is characteristic
that such stupidity finds first expression
in so-called free countries—America, France,
and Switzerland.

- 3 *

Will those who tell us that the sex prob-
lem will solve itself so soon as woman is
economically free, explain why millionaire
widows and girls submit to Mrs. Grundy as
readily as the poorest working women? Or
why emperors and kings and millionaires
have their mistresses under the veil of
secrecy ? Do they fear public opinion? And,
will public opinion change unless people
change their views on sex relations? “Do
not discuss religion,” says the would-be So-
cialist,and ‘‘do not touch the sex question,”
echoes the half-breed Anarchist, and both
remain in the mire of slavery.

T - -

Bishop Matz of Denver, who repudiates
Socialism because it aims to abolish private
property, which“means violating the law of
God, “ Thou shalt not steal,’”” does not seem
to be familiar with the writings of some of
the canonized Church fathers, who con-
demned private property as highway rob.
bery, and predicted for the owners of vast
wealth eternal hell-fire. St. Gregory even
went so far as to call all money-lending
‘“robbery and parricide.”” Leaving modern
thinkers aside, the bishop could learn much
by a perusal of the writings of his saints,
who, clearly saw that private property in
land rested on violence and **stealing.”

» - *

The International Socialist Review la-
ments that the Sdgialist party of Holland
““seriously imperillfd its political success for
some time to come,” because it *‘allowed
itself to join the general strike movement.”
But the editor finds comfort in the thought
that “the workingmen will now surely turn
their backs on the Anarchists and their
teachings/” Now, if the failure of the work-
ers in their first attempt to combat capital-
1sm by means of a general strike is sufficient
reason to repudiate Anarchist tactics, the
Socialist politician has no reason to boast..
B Or thirty odd years the ballot has been
hailed as the oaly savior of the toilers, and
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what has the ballot accomplished? Abso-
lutely nothing in the.way of amelioriating
the condition of the workers! In fact, in
Germany whete the Socialist party is the
strongest, the situation of the labor move-
ment is the most hopeless in every respect.
All achieyements of the toilers, both in Eu-
rope and in this country, are due to liberta-

‘rian agitation and the efforts of trades
unionism.
* *
*

A new king has stepped on the throne of
Servia by the grace of God,” of course;
and the manner in which God expressed his
grace may serve as an eye-opener to those
who still Lelieve that governments, as mar-
riages, are made in heaven. It has also
shown that governments rest on sheer force
—hrutal murder—and the only mistake so-
called assassins, not coming from the priv-
ileged class, have made is, that the were
neither strong enough nor willing.to substi-
tuteother tyrants in the place of thosekilled.
Had Bresci been prudent encugh to convince
some military officers that they could fare
better if a Garibaldi could be enthroned,
and had successfully. murdered King Hum-
bert and his whole family, he would have
been glorified as the savior of Italy, instead
of having been tortured into insanity and
death by the mercenary tools of “law and
order.” However, we Anarchists have no
reason for shedding tears when tyrants and
trained murderers exterminate each other.
But where is the fierce indignation that ran
rampart when Bresci killed Humbert, or a
Czolgosz thought he could better the condi-
tion of the toilers by shooting McKinley ?
Why do/ we hear nothing of the “cowardly
murderers,” “* wild beasts of society,” ete.?
Ah, the' murderers in Servia were mere tools
of the robber gang and had no intention of
curtailing the game of the legalized idlers
and exploiters. Think of the howl the pros
tituted editors of our dailies would have
raised if Anarchists had entered the palace
and killed even a young girl who tried to
shield her father! Not only would the gov-
ernments be busy taking severe anti-Anarch-
ist measures, but psychologists would find
positive proof that the assassins had been
insane—*'"incurable criminals”; A. Simon,
-theSocialist, would write another pamphlet
proving (?) that the Anarchists had again
come to the rescue of the dear foe of capital-
lism, that the ‘“dupes’’ will be “ferociously
punished, but the leading spirits are left to
breed more trouble,” and some pusilanimous
Anarchists would join the chorus and de-
clarefor *‘evolutionary " or ** philosophical
Anarchism, in order that they might not be
confounded with the ‘' revolutionary” An-
archists who have the courage to call things
by their right name. INTERLOPER.
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Literature.

Tue Soxes or Ao CuiLp. By Lady Florence Dixie.
The Argus Press Bureau, 78 W. 48th St., New York.
Price, $2. —

Perhaps no more precocious writer than
the author of these poems has lived. From
her twelfth to her sixteenth year, Lady
Douglas (now Lady Dixie) gave expression
to the largest body of verse on subjects
quite out of the reach of the ordinary child’s
mind, with which the writer is acquainted;
and the treatment of her large range of sub-

i 5
jects is so remarkable that often it may
fairly be described as mature.

In addition to an-astonishing breadth of
mind, the author evinces the posseSsion of
poetic taste of no mean order; and some of
her poems may without exaggeration be re-
garded as marvelously beautiful.

* *“TheDeath of Robespierre” isof a somber
character, in which the strenuousness and
bloody agony.of the Revolution is finely in-
dicated. A spirit of religious skepticism

pervades many of the poems, *Saladin” '

being one of the author’s most forceful
utterances.

Had the author been born in the red
rather than the purple, had she been a child
of the people rather than a child of the
aristocracy, she would doubtless have sung
the emancipation of the toilers as forcefully
and with as open a heart as her childhood’s
;innd and poet's soulled her to sing of lesser,

ut allied things. B.

« -
*

THE STOorRY OF IjaiN; or, Tue EVOLUTION OF A
Mixv; by Lady Florence Dixie.” The Leadenhall
Press, 50 Leadenhall St., London, Eng.

This book portrays its author’'s mental
development from the moment when the
idea of God as a male suggested the need of
a ‘‘Lady God " for deity’s énmpzmiun, until
the time when that development ended in a
general humanitarianism colored by agnos-
ticism. Thru the form of a story the author
takes us into her childhood’s heart and life,
shows us her brother, with whom she
shared her doubts and mental troubles, and
carries us along with her in her painful tra-
vail until as a woman she accepted the re-
sults of science.

The story is a familiar one to thousands
who have gone thru the pain and doubt
which initiate mental freedom, but its
naturalism and pathos make it a delight

~and a helpful evangel to whoever will read.

Like the author’s poetry, this little book
brings us into familiar contact with a re-
markably precocious mind, and a daring
one. B.

—y e
Attention.

Comrade Emma Goldman has agreed to
make a propaganda tour in the West and
the Pacific Coast during the months of July
and August, if the money necessary for the
trip can be raised. Now we ask all com-
rades who are interested in the tour to mail
all contributions and communicationseither
to my addrdss or to Comrade Emma Gold-
man’s, 50°First St., New York.

Rosk Frirz.

San Frapcisco, Calif., 421 Castro St.

-

—_— 0 —

3§ lmpgrtant For Chicago Readers Only.

A Sumimer-Night Picnic for the benefit of
Free Sociery will taképlace July 4. Full
particulars will be given next week.

* *
.

Friday, June 19,8 p. m., s grand theatrical
peformance of the play ** The Union Man.”
will be given by the Workmen’s Educa
tional Club, ac the Apollo Hall, Blue Island
Avenue, near Twelfth Street. A speech will
also be delivered by W. F. Barnard. All
comrades and friends are cordially invited
Admission 25 cents. All profits will go to
the propaganda.




A Vindication of Amarchism.,
VIII (continued.)
The ritual element in religion hag always

«. the character of sacrament. And what is

a Sacrament? It is en act performed with-

‘out passion, but in imitation of some in-

tense passion—as when the Bacchantes,
who especially dreaded ‘the curse of intem-
perance, sought to propitiate Dionysos by
working themselves, tho sober, into a frenzy
like that which comes of appreciating
his gifts too well. Sacraments aré essen-

" tially artistic—they are in every country

thefirst form of Fine Art; and they produce
the artistic effect. Throwing desire into ob-
jectivity, they cause without passion that
happiness which it is the nature of passion
to seek vainly.*

As we gaze on a.Gothic cathedral, how
few reflect that the most horrid rite of sav-
avery began by extending the victiminform
of a cross; that the cross is therefore an
emblem of all the lustful gods; that anin-
stinct of retribution made crucifixion in Per-
sia and doubtless other countries the pun-

“ ishment for that crime which combines

sensuality with violence, that this punish-
ment thus became emblematic for the soul’s
voluntary sacrifice of the body in martry-
dom, and so of redemption by *‘ the world’s
sixteen crucified saviors”? But the eye of
enlightenment sees symbolized in this cruci-
form temple, the entire developmeat of re-
ligion, from the worship of passion unob-
jectified (emotion) which aims to secure
harmony with the environment by devour-
ing its object; up thru speculation, which,
with equal ill-success, seeks the same end by
a theory designed to include-subject and
object in one formula; even to the contem-
plative stage, whet{cmotion, relaxing its
grip upon the will, becomes an object real-
ized in art, and satisfies that esthetic sense
which, alone among our faculties, does grasp
simultaneously both terms of existence, thus
attaining to an harmonious result or to
happiness. t

It might be objected from the Pessimistic
standpoint that the pleasure thus realized
by the enlightened few is a poor return for

* It has justly been remarked that the most revered
gods, (the earliest known to the tribe which, as else-
where stated, represent passion), are very ugly and
stay so, their conventional forms being sacred, until
they begin to command less belief than of yore. De-
clining orthodoxy introduces religion gasite high artis-
tic stage; and if the orthodoxy declines little, the im-
provement is slight. ‘Superstitions,” says LecKy,
“die like the sun. Their last rays, possessing little
heat, are expended in producing beauty.” It is
not, however, as we shall shortly see, to be inferred
that the improvement depends wholly o# undermining
of the superstitions by increas¢ in knowledge. The
esthetic faculty itself transfigures them. Homer's
Hymns show that to the poet Bacchus had become a
beautiful boy and Aphrodite a nude ideal of loveliness,
while devotion still represented them by shapeless
stones dressed in ugly finery and girdled with veno-
mous serpents. Knowledge had nothing to do with
that advance in one art which thus foreb ded a cor-
responding advance in avother.

1 Suave mari magno turbantibus wyuora ventis,

B terra magnum alterius spectare laborem :

Non quia vexari quemquan est jocunda voluptas;

Sed gnibus ipse mali careas (uia cerueve suave est.

Suave etiam belli . grtanina magni tueri

Per campos instructa, tua sine parte pericli,

Sed nil dulcius est bene quam munita tenere

Edita doctrina sapientum templa serena;

Despicere unde queas alios, passitmque videre

“Earrre, atqu: viam palanteis queerere vitee.

Lucretius, lib. 1.
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the agonies of the multitude who desire
vainly. Compare with the pleasure of read-
ing Homer, the horrors of an actual Iliad—
the ten years' siege, the Hellas denuded of
her ancient warrior races, to be the prey
of the Zolian and the Dorian, the heroes
murdered by cowardly stay at homes;
the treacherous massacre, the captives con-
demned to worse thanslavery! Reflect then,
that for one such war which found a Homer
to sing it, there have been thousands which
had mone. Think of the sufferings of the
entire animal creation, thru the long ages
before exterminating Man appeared among
them. See the wolves tearing each other in
the snow drifts for the lack of other living
prey to slake their blood-thirst. Remember
thatintellectual good hasbecomeattainable
at last only for a very few and in very limited
measure; that “nature red in tooth and
claw” has made mutual destruction * the
stream of tendency,” on which art is but a
bubble! See how it rushes on, to plunge
again into the gulf of Chaos! See scattered,
over the blue vault of heaven, the ruin ofa
million worlds like ours’—the cold and life-
less moon; the asteroids, bones of a planet
prematurely dead; the ¢ blazing sun’’ which
in a moment annihilates all his dependent
spheres of life! One of these fates is reserved
for our own mother earth; and tho far
distant by the scale of human life, it may
well be realized in less time than has been
necessary to create the possibility of
esthetic pleasures. And then, if we choose
to be metaphysical, is it not certain that in
the infinity of change, all things must revert

to the same point—that eyery human pain .

may be edged with the reflection, ** What |
suffer. now I must have suffered many ages
past; and shall again”? Can the ideal
moments wrested with such struggle and
torment from the tyranny of the Uncon-
scious be weighed for one instant against
their cost ?

Such is the language of those who do not
adequately realize that the advantage of
thoughts over sensations is in kind, not in
degree. The things which can be bought
with money are measurable; we can have
mo+e of them or less; and, as we can weigh
profit against cost, we may contend with
one another about the unfairness of getting
more than is bestowed. But the felicity of
the mind which thra imagination has made
its own desires objects instead of unseen
tyrants, is not measurable—we have it
simply or we have not; and if we have it,
we are secure forever against losing it; for
its very nature, as contemplation of to pan
in all existence, proclaims it eternal and in-
destructible. For this reason, too, I need
never be grieved that another should have
“more” of it than I. Reflection has these
admirable pfoperties that it cannot be less
than perfect; yet, by a celestial paradox, to
distribute is always to increase it. And as
its elements are in ourselves, it may be had
without any external advantages, tho those
conditions which knowledge removes from
our/ path to it are real obstacles, and make
attaining it less likely.

**Truc love hath this, different from gold and clay,

That to divide is not to take away.” >

Art and religion, thus-in their earlier'
phases one, have long since become * differ-
entiated”; and we have idle controversies

_jong as man is man.

/
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about whether art is to be cultivat_q “for
its own sake” or “for a moral purpose.”’
But to the soul imbued with their common
spirit, the propositions differ only as execy.
tion and conception. Art which is not es-
sentially religious, is not Art but dilletan.
teism. Religion which is not essentially
artistic, is not religion but metaphysics or
casuistry. And while those who possess the
faculty of casting beautiful conceptions into
melodies, form, or color, are few; anyone
may aspire to the highest art, which is that
of making action beautiful and experience
sublime. It follows that we are not to sec
a refined and passionless selfishness in that
view of existence which finds it a transcend.
ent spectacle whose tragedy and pathos
no less than its irony and humor, are foils
to the central idea and to pan of beauty, in
realizing which we also attain to happiness.

For the same superiority to desire, born of -

finding something better, which makes’pos-
sible such a frame of mind, involves also one
desire—to impart it. We have already had
occasion to observe,indeed, that this desire,
unregulated by judgment, does a great deal
of harm. Horrible as are the devil-wor-
shipping manifestations of religious instinct
seen among devotees of Moloch, Kali, or
savages whose rites are yet more degraded,
it may be questioned whether they are capa-
ble of doing as much mischief as the most
unselfish enthusiasm in connection with the
most philosophiccreeds. Many generations
of Moloch sacrifice would scarcely produce
such a sum of misery as must be laid at the
door of one Torquemada, who is yet but the
personal type of a spirit which pervades all
Christian denominations now, as it always
did. In still more sublimated spheres of
‘thought, the gentle creed of Rousseau be-
comes the sanguinary zeal of Robespierre.
The highly speculative doctrine of Calvin,
quite transcendental and pantheistic when
expounded by a thinker like Edwards, be-
comes in popular conception a superstition
which one who has believed it was able to
pronounce the ne plus ultra of wickedness;
and thus the question appears entirely a
possible one whether religion has not been a
curse to the world. Nor am I inclined to dis

pose of so serious a question lightly. Iwould
have whoever attempts an answer acquaint
himself fully with all which can be said in fa-
vor of a pessimistic one. The darkest view
of religion on itsbad side which canbegath-
ered from the accounts of Lubbock, Payne
Knight, Volney (‘‘ Ruins of Empires”), Am-
berly (*‘Analysis of-Religious Belief '), comes
far short of that at which I myself have ar-
rived purely by study of antiquity. And as
it is true that emotion unchecked by knowl-
edge engenders superstition, so also it i
that all superstitions are just simply immor-
tgl. Illustrations of their extraordinary
vitality may be found plentifully in Lub-
bock’s “ Origin of Civilization” and in Her-
bert Spencer’s ‘Sociology’’; but such illus:
trations give an inadequate idea of the
truth, which is better conveyed in form of &
syllogism. ’Since superstition is idealized or
objectified emotion, unregulated by knowl-
edge; and since every degree of knowledge,
from the highest attained down to the
lowest, must exist so long as all are born

totally ignorant, every superstition that
er has existed must continue to exist S0

@
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¢ Tantom ‘religio potuit suadere malorum !’”

Yet, is it either conceivable, credible, or

attested, that an intellectual process which
- .

plays so enormouslg large a part nfﬁmman
life and history has no function pertinent to
human welfare? hole conception of
Evolution is opposed to such a belief; for
this conception posits harmony between the
needs and states of any race. If particular
examples are wanted it is easy tosece. g.
why a rude people who must fight need to
worship a fighting god. But more gener-
ally—the process is imagination, imagina-
tion, we saw, is the first step towards
induction, induction is the source of knowl-
edge, and knowledge is the remedy for su-
perstition. Tho superstitions are all immor-
tal, because knowledge filters downwards
very slowly, and midnight darkness is much
nearer the top of society than most people
think ; yet so necessary to authorityismore

knowledge than any but a very small think-,

ing class possess, that superstitions cease
to do sensible harm as soon as they go out
of vogue among the cultivated. See, for
very striking examples, Lecky’s “‘ History
of Rationalism.” Superstitioas, thus, go
out of fashion about the time they have ful-
filled their respective functions, whence we
are by no means to infer, as some do, that
they ought to be handled delicately; but
whence we may infer that polemical assault
“upon them by ridicule ot otherwise, is little
likely to be very beneficial except when they
are actually giving way before the progress
of positive knowledge, which alters the en-
tire intellectual “climate” and prepares
those great religious reformations in whose
course men pass from more to less hindering
beliefs. It might also be inferred that the
latter process would be steady only in those
countries where the advance of positive
knowledge is so; and this we shall also find
to be the case. Wherever the progress of
knowledge has been arrested, either by simple
want of opportunity for its increase, as
among isolated tribes of savages, or by the
personal influence of a sage, as in China; or
by institutions like slavery, caste, despot-
ism, respectively in Egypt and the Roman
Empire, India, and the Mussulman coun-
tries, there we also find religion standing
stillor degenerating, except associalchanges
favored a reformation from without. The
most striking example of this latter kind
is the Roman Empire. Its institutions,
slavery and despotism, had,indeed, stopped
the advance of knowledge. But society
was decaying and despairing. Christianity
came to it as something new, and triumphed
rather easily over all conservatism. In the
Lower Empire, where also the arrest of
progress in knowledge continued, it did
little good, because the ill-omened genius of
the eastern emperors arrested the dissolu-
tion of the State. In the new birth of the
West, it played an important part.

The above review of causes which arrest
progress from more to less cramping
dogmas, leaves only three examples of un-
checked advance—Buddhism, Judaism, and

Christianity, The first has effeeted an im-

Portant change for the better thruout the
vast regions of Scythia and the southern
Buddhistic countries, and mayhavea future.
But those people to whom it has done good
Were, before, so harbarous that its capacity

/
/
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for its own improvement is by no means
proved to anequal extent with that of the
Jud@o-Christian faith. Here the progress
at first is signal. Nothing is more certain
than that the Semitic people of Syria, in-
cluding the Jews, once divided their worship
principally between Ashtor-Chemosh and
Moloch, that, is in plain English, rape and
cannibalism. Until the time of Saul, names
derived from Moloch were common.* The
people wanted, angd the priests readily tol-
erated, worship of the national deity in
form of a calf (a bull| the well-known image
of Moloch). The high places, not removed
before Hezekiah, were the sanctuaries” of
Ashtor-Chemosh, and site§ of religious pros-
titution. But the fewish prophets, long
representing only a minority party, and
not at all to be confounded with the priests,
set their faces like a flint against practises
thus incompatible withmoral or intellectual
advance. Their preaching was largely ra-
tionalistic. ' They denounced the prevailing
creed as a worship of dumb idols, and
treated with very little respect the compro-
mise which allowed Jehuvah to be repre-
sented as eating bull's fl:sh or valuing
sackcloth and ashes1ather than good works.
The very change of their deity’s name, from
Adonai (lord) or El,Shaddai(God Almighty)
representatives of mere power, to Jehovah
(the Eternal) shows an immense intellectual
advance. But, as Matthew Arnold says,
(** Literature and Dogma) we should mis-
understand this great movement if we did
not allow it to be mainly imaginative and
emotional. That intellectual strain which
revolted against ‘“the brutish gods of Nile,”
was feeble compared with the moral reac-
tion against their and their kindred’s wor-
ship of crimes. ¢ Thou shalt not do sounto
the Eternal, thy God; for every abomini-
tion which the Eternal hateth have they
done to their gods, so that even theirsons and
their daughters have they burnt in the fire
to their gods.” This apotheosis of Con-
science became the inspiration of thatlitera-
ture which raises the ancient Jews so much
above the Phcenicians, Syrians, Moabites,
Ammonites, or Arabians of their period, kin-
dred races, in many elements of civilization
greatly their superiors. The Eternal is the
righteous God. Because Conscience will toler-
ate no divided empire, he is *“a jealousgod.”
Before this simple conception fell the most

* Melchishua, I Sam. X1V, 49; Abimelech, Judges X,
I, etc. Moloch-Melech, means *“the king,'*an entirely
Semitic conception of Divinity. Moloch was wor-
shipped frequently at Jerusalem, habitually at Rab-
bah-Ammon, Tyre, Sidon, Byblus, and Carthage.
When Agatthocles was approaching the latter city, it
proved that the rich had practised a fraud on Moloch
by offering him slaves or foundlings instead of their
own children; and in the paroxym of repentance which
followed, five hundred victipss” were sacrificed, many
persons devoting theriselves. Diodorus Siculus, who
relates this, gives the same description of Moloch as
the Rabbis. The idol had moveable hands, on which
a child was placed; when it dropped into the furnace
inside. He also identifies Moloch with Kronos, wor-
shipped in Crete, till Zeus dethroned him. The bull of
Phalaris, exhibited long after his timey was probably
an old Moloch idol; and the Cretarl Minotaur, to
whom Athens paid a tribute of youths and maidens, I
have no doubt was also Moloch. A Rabbinical legend
asserts thatthat “king" of Ammon, whose crown they
transferred to Dayid’s head when Rabbah fell, was
no other than Moloch himself; and that the Jewi h
soldiers _all shrank from touching his trel‘nf:udaus
image; but some Iorian mercenaries, recognizing the
hated Minotaur, demolished him,

o~

general and.-inveterate superstition which
ever plagued mankind. After the prophets’
victory (that is during the Babylonian cap-
tivity) polytheism and idolatry, so tempting
to ecarlier Jews and to Christians converted
from ‘paganism, became forever as impossi-

ble to Jews and to Christains as they are to

freethinkers. The most impressive,natural
phenomena dwindled into humble ministers
of Jehovah.” The most seductive of human
passions shrank abashed from his all-seeing
eye. The words of a modern hymn to Duty
are an echo of the Hebrew lyre.

“Stern lawgiver! Yet dost thou wear

The Godhead’s most benighant grace ;

Norknow we anything so fair

As is the smileupon thy face, -

Thou dost preserve the stars from wrong:

And the most ancient Heav.ns thru thee are fresh

and strong."”

But in truth it is no slight acquaintance
with the art of this extraordinary people
which will enable us to appreciate theenergy
of such sentiments in their youthful prime.
We continually hear it said that virtue
would be robbed of all strength and hope
but for the promise of immortality, and half
those blasphemers of divine love who say
this add, the feur of damnation. The He-
brews did not prove it so. In their classic
period they had very little idea of immor-
tality. Under the Asmoneans, and in Nero's
time, the Sadduccees were more zealous than .
the Pharisees. That agony of penitence
which had expressed itself in the rites of
Moloch, was common to all Syrians. But
with the Jewish prophet it had exhausted
the resources of self-torture, and reached a
reaction repeated afterwards in the experi-
ences of the apostle and the Reformer.
“Shall I give my first-born for my trans-
gression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul? “He hath showed thee oh man
what is good; and what doth the cternal
require of thee but to do justly and love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God
The intolerableness of guilt being an experi-
ence, and the futility of other sacrifices than
reformation palpable, the conviction neces-
sarily followed that rightcousness is the one
thing needful. Perhaps, as Matthew Arnold
suggests, induction, taking in all history,
verifies this conviction. But it had need be
a very large induction. The authors of Job
and Ecclesiastes, were not able to verify the
conviction at all. Yet they never wavered
in it. Imagination anticipates what induc-
tion can only verify. This faith defied death
without hope of resurrection, defied defeat
in Jehovah's cause, defied captivity, exile,
persecution; and till it had done so fora
thousand years, it could not begin to pro-
duce verifying results. Thus the prophets
were also the real Jewish patriots. Their
character in this respect has been impugned
because they encouraged rebellion, which
did not turn out well for their purposes,
against the apostate hewrs of David. But
su%y those who reason thus, forget that it
was the Hebrew religion which madk the
Hebrew nations. The blacksliding children ~

of Israel have long since ceased to exist as a
people. The orthodoxy of Judahisall which

keeps his seed from being one with Tyre

and Carthage; Moab and Ammon, nations

speaking his language and more powerful

than his own. C. L. JamMEs,
(To be continued.)
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