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On The Rubaiyat.

Old Omar spake untrue. The Rose of long
Ago in Naishapur he loved when young

Is fresh today, and shall forever bloom,
Fed on the scented Dew of his dear Song,

Old Omar speaks untrue.” “I've sold,” he says,

“ My Reputation for a Song.” But Praise

He buys with that same song, and Love and Wine,
And life and Youth thru everlasting Days.

Old Omar spake untrue. The gracious Wine

Still fills his Glass, and beaded Rubies shine

About his Lips. And Love and Time for aye

Shall wreathe his brimming Cup with Rose aud Vine.
-, ~ GEORGE BROWN,

—_— —

The Truth About Authority.

Belief in the necessity of authority, the
power of one man to superintend the ac-
tions of another, is so wide-spread, so uni-
versal, that of course it would remain un-
disturbed for a long time tho elaborate and
complete evidence against its validity were
presented. All wide-Spread beliefs rest on
- superstition finally; the necessity of sub-
stantiating them having been lost sight of
thru the mere absence of criticism; andeven
now the fanaticism of their adherents will
give ear but slightly to objections, however
strong,

One may show that the history of au-
thority is a history of slavery; that its
rules often have been written in the blood
of those who defied it or only questioned it;
one may point out the truth that authority
has always sought to preserve the errors of
the past; that its voice is the voice of the
dead; that it represents not intelligence,
but custom; and finally, one may show
that all learning, all art, all science, all indi-
vidual and social progress, has developed
thru the struggle against authority, thru
liberty; and yet, fanatical, unconvinced,
the believers in conquest, in tyranny, utter
their platitudes anew, and are eager even
to fight for them, if need be.

So now, it is necessary, again and again
to reiterate the arguments of freedom, that
unwilling prejudice may be overcome by
mere persistence of repetition, and finally
give way to reason in spite ofitself. By
what means does authority comeinto being,
then, and how does it act by virtue of its
nature and opportunities ?

One of the vital misconceptions of those
who worship authority, and which must be
dealt with at the beginning, is that of
thinking that the thing came into being/of
necessity” because men in tribes must defend

their societies and possessions against en- .

croachment on the part of men from other

tribes. Kropotkin and Herbert Spencer,
among other savants and thinkers, have

—easily shown the falsity of this by inductions
from the facts of primitive life. But, it may
fairly be asked in this connection, is not the
very act of agression itself an act of author-
ity ; and is it not evident that authority be-
gan in aggressive acts on the part of one
individual toward another, within or with-
out the tribe, and developed thence ?

Is it likely either, speaking of a second
misconception, that man, wishing to be
ruled, sought for some one to rule him? Is
it probable that primitive man was of such
a nature that he would rather be governed
than himself to govern? All that we know
of anthropology unites with all that reason
could reply to this question, with an em-
phatic no! Authority undoubtedly arose
thru coercion, thru agression.

What was the occasion of
origin?

As wild and domestic animals fight at
times among themselves for possession and
even for mere pleasure of supremacy, so
primitive man, unequally strong, in lack of
intelligence, because of love of possession, of
power, of ease, fought and conquered and
ruled, or was himself conquered to be ruled
by those stronger than himself. He fought
and conquered or was himself subdued, not
necessarily with arms or thru slaughter,
but thru a show of force, thru popularity,
thru having wealth, that buys other things,
or thru ways and means aggressive in gen-
eral. Giventhe appetitefor power and ease,
authority would develop as end and araeans
among primitive human beings. And once
tasted, authority was not forgotten, but
went on to greater and greater victories.

In the course of time elaborate systems of
government arose out of primitive aggres-
sion, and the affairs of the individual came
more and more within the perview and jur-
isdiction of the State. The original strong
man sought always after his first victories
to make himself more and more secure, and
unseating rival after rival within the tribe,
and §t last attacking the rulers of other
tribeB in the ambition to enlarge his power,
he became a chief who sought by every
means to strengthen his hold upon the peo-
ple. Hisgreat means was to fix rules affect-
ing conduct in general, and then rigorously;
to enforce them with appropriate penalties
and punisnments. The elaborate machin.

_ery of !all kinds of government is this primi-
ative ruler’s monument.
‘“Thus we have the general origin of au-

authority’s
=

thority; (‘“‘government began in aggres®
sion,” says Spencer). Now, let us consider
the nature of the institution.

Its nature is one and indivisible, but its
opportunities determine a scale of variation
as extensive as all varieties of gevernment
can make it.~ Among men where authority
had but begun to be felt, only a part of the
individual’s conduct was subject to force,
but the tendency before accounted for (that
of extension and comprehensiveness) made
itself felt as fast as submission was secured,
and more and more the individual’s life

‘passed under the sway of authority.

Itis a long way from primitive rule to
democracy, the milestones upon which are
varied; among them being absolutism, feu-
dalism, limited monarchy, and republican
institutions; but in all these forms the sub-
stance is the same; aggression, coercion,
with theever widening pressure of extension,
Lews, taxes, public institutions carried on
by the State, privilege, standing armies,
State-made money, State-regulated land-
tenure, State-made marriage, morality and
religion are some of the fruits and evidences.

The State has with all its might resisted
the efforts of the citizen who believed that
he could reform it; and has left no means
untried to extend itself and its functioas.
Feudalism fell; monarchy succumbed; de-
mocracy took up its weapons. Everypower
subdued the people in cvery way which it
could command.

Education was brought under the control
of authority in the shape of the State in ex-
change for the franchise to vote, and 30
the votes are influenced if not controlled.
Change institutions as struggling man
would, the State, authority, ever remained
one and unchanged, the strong embodiment
of coercion, of aggression; fooling igno-
rance with its little good, and rewarding
craft with place and privilege. Itlivesupon
the exploitation, the submission of man
alone. X

“Political corruption,” which, wide-spread
as it is, only moves the unfortunate dupes
of authority to efforts toward reform, is
not corruption at all, but is merely the evi-
dence of corruption, the evidence of the ex-
istence of a State. That which comes to its
place thru mere might, thru either a ballot
or bullet struggle, naturally is indiscrimi-
nate in its choice of means to keep itself
there and profit by its place. Trickery,
vote buying, official stealing, ship subsidies,
tariffs, salary grabs, are found wherever
they will be profitable to existing power
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or that which hopes to be power. Coercion,
aggression, authority, know no limits of

_ action save that of public indignation gen-

erally and forcibly expressed. They arise
out of evil (ignorant self-seeking) and para-
sitically they maintain themselves upon us.

Today the State Socialists are almost the

the only reformers left who think the State
a' good in itself, tho most men think it a
necessity; a study of the origin and nature
of the State would doubtless do them little

good; but the average man of reform may.

some day ses the light after .it has flashed
its morning on his eyes for the thousandth
time. : :

Meanwhile, the most effective answer to
to those who hear and yet do not compre-
hend, those who would reform a thing
which is itself an evil, those who persist in
asking the question, “How can we live
without authority or government?” the
most effective answer is another more perti-
nent question, namely: How can we live

with it. W. F. BARNARD.
S o
The Bugbear of Socialism.
3 VI

If we turn to the United States, we find a
condition of things even worse than our
own, altho some attempt has been made to
secure united action by a number of the
Socialist organizations. The two most im-
portant bodies in the States at present are
the Socialist Democratic party and the
Socialist Labor party. The latter is at
once the best organized, the most militant,
and the most virulently intolerant of all the
Socialist parties. It stands aloof from the
others, scornfully rejecting all offers of con-
ciliation, hurling slander and vilification in
every direction. Its autocratic leader, the
anti-Semitic Spanish Jew, Daniel De Leon
(whom Samuel Gompers has accused of be-
ing a stranded emissary of Bismarck) has,
by his ‘“rule or ruin’’ policy, and his fierce
intolerance, done much to wreck his party
and maintain discord between it and the
others, leaving it in the position of Thersites,
a nuisance to friends and foes alike.

While the two chief organizations in Brit-
ain, and those in other European countries
are calling each other names, the Socialist
Labor party laughingly stigmatizes them
all as “fakirs”; tells them there are no
Socialists anywhere save within the ranks
of the *“fighting S. L. P.” This country,
especially, is singled out for their contempt.
The leaders have declared over and over
again that there are no Socialists in Eng-
land; that the leaders of the Social Demo-
cratic-Federation and Independent Labor
party do not understand Socialism. When
Keir Hardie visited New York about two
years ago, De Leon’s paper, the Daily Peo-
ple, covered him with abuse. About the
same time a series of articles appfared in its
columns, purporting to be written from
Glasgow and London, attacking indiscrim-
inately the two chief Socialist bodies of Brit-
“ain, but having special hits at the Social
Democratic Federation. ; The organ of the
latter party (Justice, of London) was so far
misled by these spurious compositions as to
enter into a wordy war with the Socialist
Thersites. I have alluded to the articles in
question as spurious for thereason that tho
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dated from London and Glasgow, as the
ostensible work of correspondents in these
cities, they were actually written in the
Daily People office, by members of the staff.

One reason for this trickery of De Leon’s

as that the working men who compose
the rank and file of the Socialist Labor
party, and whose subscriptions sustain the
paper, might be gulled into believing they
had the services of a staff of *fereign cor-
respondents,” just like an ordinary news-
paper. Some of the articles were written in

full consciousness of the manuer in which-

they were to be published, others were ob-
tained by a “fluke,” and dated by the chief
or his second in command.

These and other questionable tactics have
resulted -in almost destroying what was
once a very powerful party. The Socialist
Labor party met its Waterloo at the polls
during the presidential election of 1900.
Soon after, a debate was arranged between
De Leon and Job Harriman, the leader of
the Social Democrats in New York. Thede-
bate took place in New Haven, and in their
tiltings the two Socialists knights errant
(errant knights, indeed !) accused each other

of receiving bribes from the big political ~

parties. This is one of their favorite modes
of slandering each other. Another is the
practise of stigmatizing an opponent or
rival as a tool of the capitalists; tho why
the capitalists should go to the trouble-and
expense of subsidizing such sorry knaves is
past any sane man’s comprehension.

There haslately appeared in Edinburgh a
small group of a character so similar to the
New York Socialist Labor party, that it is
probably a colony sent out from the latter
organization by the Socialist Old Man of the
Mountains, De Leon. This action was long
contemplated by the American body, who,
in their narrow egotism believed it the only
possible means of establishing a Socialist
movement in this country. The colony has
started a small paper, and carries on the
De Leonite policy of slander and misrepre-
sentation. There is the same ape-like spite,
the same pug-dog impudence, the same reck-
less mendacity. This body, if it gathers
power will probably wreck the Social Demo-
cratic Federation. The other parties are in
no danger from it, as it does not hold out
the hand of friendship to any but the Social
Democratic Federation.

The Edinburgh group, feeling the necessity
of having an idol, in imitation of the larger
bodies, has raised to the godhead George S.
Yates, who is at present a candidate for
“parliamentary honors” in Leith. This
gentleman, whose valor is characterized by
a total absense of that quality whech Fal-
staff declared to be its better part, recently
denounced his own party (the Social Demo-
cratic Federation) in an article published in
the Socialist. According to him, certain of
the members are thievgs, liars, and ** escaped
parsons.” The articl¢ in question is a su-
perb imitation of the New York Peoplestyle
of composition.

The foregoing instances are cited asexam-
ples merely. A hundred more could be
given, of trickery, dishonesty, and factional
intolerance; but 1 question if it be worth
while. In leaving thispart of my subject, I
might ask: Are the men employing such
tactics fit to be trusted with the task of

o e R

emancipating the worker? Or likely to
achieve the lofty purpose they proféss to
aim at? Are not the tactics and the aim
utterly at variance? Are slander and lies
the proper means of spredding the truth?
Do honest men use dishonest means for
getting their ends? A noble object cannot
be attained by ignoble methods. The em-
ployment of unrighteous weapons argues
an unrighteous cause, fordoomed to failure.

In the interests of truth it is necessary to
expose these charlatans, who, while preach-
ing to the working class of capitalistexploi-
tation, are themselves exploiting the higher
qualities of their dupes—their mnoral and in-
tellectual qualities; their aspirations to-
wards a nobler and completer life, without
which they would stagnate—*sink back
backinto the beast and be no more.”

It is a saddening spectacle we are treated
to, this picture of a myriad of aspiring toil
ers, in a quasi-organized condition, deluded
by false prophets, counselled by confidence

.. men, and led oVér a desert towardsamirage

by paper mache messiahs!

VIIL

I have still to point out a gross inconsist-
ency in the attitude of the revolutionary or
scientific Socialist parties, such as the So-
cial Democratic Federation of Britain and
the Socialist Labor party of America. Re-
pudiating the reform policy pursued by
other political parties, they nevertheless ad-
vocate “palliatives,” which are only re-
forms called by a new name. Again, while
scoffing at the “step-by-step” policy of the
milder schools, they expect to keep sending
an ever increasing number of representatives
to the various houses of legislature. One is
inclined to ask, what will these representa-
tives be doing during all the long genera-
tions which must elapse before they succeed
in getting their “ majority " ?—granting for
a moment the possibility of such a thing.

Should they, true to their repudiation of
partial reforms, remain idle, they' will simply
constitute a body of drones—to use no
harsher term. If, on the other hand, they
agitate for the modification, called pallia-
tives (which can easily be shown to be
nothing of the sort), then a Socialist party
loses its revolutionary character and be-
comes, in spite of all assertions to the con-

trary, merely a new “reform’ party. In *

Germany today we are furnished with an
illustrative example of this fact; for the So-
cial Democrats there have relinquished their
revolutionary pretensions and become a
mere opportunist body. |

Thus, then, we arrive at a true compre-
hension of the mission of the Socialist in
politics. It is to create a new party, which
will run its course, as all parties do. In
Europe, at least, this is the probable out-
come of the movement. In the United
States it has already happened more than
once; the nineteenth century having wit
nessed in that part of the world the growth
and-decay of numerous organizations, large
and small, of a Socialistic or quasi-Sociakistic
nature. We may expect, then, to have in
this country, at some future epoch, a new
political party, formed by the various So-
cialist organizations now existing. It will
have its day and disappear, as the old Whig
party did, as the Chartist party did, as the
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Liberal party is doing. What good (if any)
it'will accomplish remains to be seen.

-It is not contended here that all the lead-
ers in the Socialist movement are insincere
or dishonest, any more than'it is-admitted
that all are paragons of disinterested virtue,
as their disciples and followers would have
us believe. There are no doubt many up-
right men and women working conscien-
tiously for social amelioration in what they
conceive to be the true path. But where
there is so much smoke there must be a
little fire. The accusations which certain
of the leaders (not always the most morally
or intellectually exalted among them) hurl
at each other cannot be all bascless fabrica-
tions; but even if they are, the very circum-
stance of their use is an evidence of deprav-
ity, inconsistent with their lofty professions.
And it is certainly true and capable of proof
that the movement abounds in cheats and
‘charlatans. . .. ... ;

When the Socialist finds his theories criti-
cized to their disparagement, when thelittle-
ness of his methods is pointed out, and the
infallibllity “of his assumptions questioned,
he retorts: “How, then, do you propose to
revolutionize sotiety ?”’ To this the answer
is: “Ask the fly which you find freezing to
death on your window pane on a chilly
morning, how it is going to bring on the
winter, whose first cold breath is killing it.”

Standing on the rocks at the sea shore,
watching the on-rolling waves as they are
hurled against the crags, one is deeply im-
pressed with the force and fury of the ocean:
Each breaker, as it surges towards us ap-
pears endowed with power sufficient to
overthrow the natural ramparts on which
we stand; yet, each shatters itself against
these ramparts, is dissipated in foam and
spray, and falls back upon those behind it,
retarding their progress, and sometimes
neutralizing their effects. We know, how-
ever, that every wave that strikes the
craggy wall does a little towards modifying
and altering its shape, and that the ulti-
mate result will be to transform it com-
pletely.

Imagine for a moment, one of these waves
endowed with individual intelligence, con-
scious of its impetuous progress towards
the shore, and fancying that progress to be
the result of its own volition; imagine it
surging onward, revelling in its strength,
and saying to itself: “I am going forward
to batter down these old, decaying rocks,
and flow over the land they guard.” In-
spired with this delusion, it goes sweeping
on, feeling itself invincible, and in a brief
space the shock of the collision has flung it
back in fragments, while the old cliffs loom
up, practically unharmed, altogether indif-
ferent.

The picture finds itssimilitude in thesocial
and political world, where wave after wave
of innovation and revolution hurl them-
selves against the ramparts of established
institutions, each believing itself destined to
wreck jand overflow these institutions, each
destined to effect its modicum of change,
and in doing so destroy itself.

This is the fate of Socialism in the world
of politics.—Alvan Marlaw. <
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Counting noses decides no problems,
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Vivisection and «Justice.”

Isee that the inventor of the ‘* Movement
in Favor' of Ignorance’ has chosen your
columns, July 19, to pay his respects to my
article in Lucifer. The only statement of
importance made by him in his whole letter
is ‘where he attempts to define “justice.”’
He says that “ the foundation of justice is
the reflection that, as man claims tobe him-
self an end, he cannot consistently treat an-
other man as a mere means.” Nonsense!
That is not JUSTICE—that is simply a defi-
nition invented by the people of the James,
Rickaby, Mantegazza stamp to defend their
peculiar dogmas. His definition reduced to
lowest terms, simply means this,—that ani-
mals have no rights because man “claims”’
to be the only thing worth considering,—
which is the very subject up for discussion!
Mr. James in his jugglery of words has sim-
ply begged the whole question; first he de-
fines “justice” to suit himself, and then pro-
ceeds to draw his conclusions! Justice in
the broad (not legal and restricted) sense
means what is due, suitable, fair, proper,
right. Now, the question is, what is fair,
proper and right in this question of man
and animals? Over against Mr. James’
'f)ald_ begging of the question I place this
statement, which I claim represents in the
mind-of any intelligent and unbiased person
a self-evident fact,—that the small and
weak, of whatever kind or species, are as
much entitled to happiness as ate the great
and powerful; and that any conflict with
this proposition springs from no right ex-
cept the “right of might”—which is no
right at all.

James’ conception of *“‘justice’ depends
for its existence upon his very ignorance!
For if, perchance, a race of beings *‘super-
ior” to man, and witk like views regarding
themselves, should be discovered, or should
visit this earth, lo and behold, Mr. James’
conception of justice either vanishes or be-
comes a driveling absurdity. I fear that
then we would see him pleading fora broader
definition!

The fact is that people of Mr. James’s ha-
bits of thoughts (and in writing this article
I have not the slightest hope of convincing
him, but only offer food for meditation to

_the readers of this journal) are actually in-

capable of entertaining certain broad ethi-
cal conceptions. They worship their little
hand-made idol which they think emhodies
the spirit of the universe. They canngt sce
that the march of moralevolution has passed
their. point; while they imagine they are
looking at the procession itself, they are
simply gazing withadmiration at the gaudy
advertising wagons in the rear. Not so
very” long ago ecclesiastical conclaves met
to discuss the question whether woman
was really a human being; quite recently
certain learned and conservative people
haughtily denied that the Neg¥o belonged
to the human family; today thf same class
of people preach, as a creed, that sentient,
sensitive, intelligent, loving beings,—but of
different shape, colorand covering from ours
“have no rights which may conflict with
the interests of man,;’ —which, of course
means norights at all. :

Mr. James charges us with *putting the
rights of men and brutes upon exactly
the same basis.”” This is childish. We

have already brought many of the animals

into a condition of dependence upon us.

This is a fact, whether or not a deplorable

one. We should therefore treat them much

as a good parent treats his children, with
love and kindly guidance, expecting a fair
return of assistance and obedience. No one
but a savage would assume that this depen-
dence confers upon us a right to inflict tor-
' ture upon them. Mercy, as defined by Mr..
James, does not belong here, and in fact has
“no definite placein ethics. As he defines it,
and, as it means, outside of synonyms of

“kindness” or ‘“compassion,” it signifies

the yielding of the right to inflict suffering.

Now, if it be right to inflict torture, to yield

that right is no virtue; and therefore in

James’s eyes the most hardened vivisectoris
as high in the moral scale as the most hu-
mane.

I will make no comments on certainunim-
portant portions of Mr. James’s letter, for
instance, where he acéuses me of “attacking
science and “religion” because on the ome
hand, I take no stock in his pet medical no-
tions, and, on the other, because I refuse to
believe that the controlling power of the
universe has the characteristics of a fiend.
His closing remark, however, as he charges

he defenders of animals with “putting the
rights of men and brutes.upon exactly the
same basis,” calls for more than passing
mention. Instead of giving us the credit of
trying to elevate the animal to the plane of
protection of ““ babies,” Mr. James, with his
usual logic, hints that we are bringing the
babies down to the plane of the *‘hrutes”!

But this was an unfortunate slip for Mr.

James. It was another of his famousboom-

erangs. Forwhat hecharges the opponents

of cruelty to animals with conniving at, isex-
actly what his friends, the vivisectors, have
been engaged in for a long while,—bringing
down the helpless bodies of the hospital
poor to the level of the “ brute,” and exper-
imenting upon—vivisecting—men, women
and children with scapel, virus and inocu-
lated disease! It is not only done—it is
boasted of in the medical press, as any ac-
tiveopponent of vivisection hasample proof.
But these assassins have logical grounds for
their deeds—they are possessed of Mr.
James’s quality of ‘““mercy,” that *“cares
nothing about an individual,” and, realizing
that vivisection of animals is abarren
method, they naturally turn to more fruit-
ful fields. Such has always been the out.
come of the cruel ahd degenerate practise
of vivisecting the lower animals, and such
is its legitimate result. J. M. GREENE,
Corres. Sec. N. E. Anti-
Vivisection Society.
Ry
LETTER-BOX.

N. R., Philadelphia.—John Henry Mackay is alive
He was born February 6, 1864, in Greenock, Scotland |
but grew up and was educated in Germany, where he
lived from his second year. At present he lives in Swi-
tzerland. Any radical bcz:mcﬂcr can supply you with
his works. Inquire of thém.

G. H. Shoaf, Editor of ** The Union Leader,” Chicago.
—When a man a nounces that he is going to ‘* modify
his tone" for the sake of policy, he may be excusable
on Falstaffian grounds; but. when such * policy "’ sur-
renders manhood to the extent of deliberately sacrific-
ing truth, it is time he was calleddown. However, that
a back-slider should end by making himself a scavenger
of capitalistic ne lander about A hists is

Boston.

o

not at all surprising. You are welcome to all the
pleasure you can get from your avocation.
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Notes.

To anyone sending us $2 we will send
FrEE SoCIETY one year and Dr. Greer’s “A
Physician in the House” or his new work
“The Wholesome Woman.”” Also to anyone
sending us one new subscriber and $2 we
will send thesame. Thisapplies torenewals
as well as new subscriptions.

* ~ -

A. Isaak is now in the east visiting vari.
ous cities and meeting the comrades. All
who wish to communicate withor meet him
may write to him care of Jay Fox, 57 East
99th St., New York City. He will be glad
to see all friends personally. Thedelinquent
subscribers are urged to pay him their ar-
rearages.

—_— O —

Important for Chicago Only.

As the picnic of the Chicago Arbeiter Zei--

tung on May 31, was greatly hindred by
rain and cold weather, many friends have
urged the manggement to arrange another
picnic this year.” They have accordingly en-
gaged Ogden’s Grove, which has been newly
refitted, for August 16. Prizes for children
will be given, and all are“invited to bring
them along. Singing societies areespecially
invited.

Members of trade unions, turner and sing-
ing societiesadmitted free. Subscribers will
receive complimentary tickets.

Admission at the gate 25 cents. .

The grove is at Clybourn Ave. and Wil-
low St. Take North Ave. or Clybourn
Ave. cars. Transfer from all north and
west side cars.

A_good time is assured all around—let’

e\rerybody wishing to enjoy life be present.
) e
Outpost 'Echoes.
Liberty forges no fetters.
* *
-
Wisdom springs from experiment.
»* . *
Fear of privation makes all property.
- ,/; * .
Anarchism changes patriots into fellow

men
5 * -

-
‘He who can hope can enjoy working for

freedom.
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Work is a privilege; only misery makes
it a burden.
- . -
Even the house of God trembles at the
voice of independence.
- 2 *
Taxes are paid that officials may remove
the evils which they create. \
* *
-
The lowest slaves are those who are satis-
fied when their chains are gilded.
- * *
Y :
Theodore is sorry that so many of his
friends were found to bethieves; whitewash

-costs money.

*
*

Aman who is “a credit to the State” is a
discredit to the people. The State repre-
sents submission and servitude.

* *
*

“Dreams.’ are preferable to reality when

the reality is of such a nature that it wets.

every eye with tears and chains every hand.

* *
-

Cleveland is in training for a nomination;
the dirty, disgraceful fight for privilege will
follow later, to the tune of “ My Country,
'Tis of Thee!”

by

Those who are tired of waiting for liberty
to come to the people might spend their
time to better dadvantage in putting a
shoulder to the wheel of change.

* *
*

Anarchy is order. Government, and law,
are types of disorder to which we have be-
come so accustomed that their real nature
is totally obscured. Then they have their
pretensions too. . i

: *
When God’s beetles, the black-coated

clergy, begin to refuse to eat Rockefeiler’s -

money ; when they begin to say ithasblood
upon it, Rockefeller had better dissolve his
partnership with God.
* *
*

Liberty asks no definitions, for no meas-
ures, for no distinctions. But, confident
that all these things would prove super-
fluous in practise, she boldly announces her
chain-breaking campaign, and laughs at
the fools that fear her.

* -
*

The convicts who escaped from the Cali-
fornia penitentiary were no worse than
thousands who escape that institution
while equally guilty; yet they were per-
sued as dangerous and ‘“desperate crimi-
nals.” Who knows why?

= - . -

A Missouri man who several timessecured
a verdict against a railway corporation for
damages to his person, has been deprived of
his award by] thf Supreme Court of his
State, which also had previously refused to
set aside the first verdict. And this is ‘“the
majesty of the law”’!

SRy L d

*

The president of the United States has
violated the Constitution twice fecently
by receiving presents from crowned heads
in his official capacity. Article one, section
nine, paragraph eight, provides that no offi-
cial, without consent of Congress, may ac-

s

cept any gift from a foreign power. The
president is superior to the Constitution, of
course.

: # *

* .

Free love may be an evil, as many of our
truly good teachers would have us believe;
but if it is an evil, then slave love, then pur-
chased love, then prostituted love must be
the opposite of evil; namely, good. But
does love become an evil when it is wholly
voluntary? Let the moralists tell us,

* *
*

Within the last few days, two Chicago
judges in passing upon one case of picketing
by trades unions, arrived at exactly oppo-
site conclusions respecting the equity and
legality of picketing. When the law is held
up to ridicule by its own stern representa-
tives in this manner, Anarchlsts may make
the most of it. {

*

A man who is great solely by reason of
_the fact tHat he is a great ruler is not great
in the true sense of greatness. The great
man among men is the one who is wise,
strong, and free, himself, and who by ex-
ample, in his daily life, inspires others to be
wise, strong, and free. The greatness of
rulers is only the inferiority of their subjects
turned upside down.

* * »
*

On the testimony of a mere child, a man
was convicted .of murder in Chicago last
week, and even after the child, who was the
son of the accused, had stated-in court that
his father was innocent, and that all of his
previous testimony had been false. The
thirst for justice (revenge) is one of the
things upon the satisfaction of which the
State waxes sleck and fat; and when there
is any doubt as to the innocence of accused
persons, they, if poor, are hardly allowed to
escape.

* *
-

The Outlook, a religious weekly, in de-
fending the late wars in the Transvaal and
the Philippines, compares those who make
wars with those who pull down old build-
ings to erecf new ones on their sites. Wars
do pull down the old and make place for the
new, but those who know that the new
things of conquerors are in the nature of
speculation, standing armies, taxes, markets
for their shoddy goods, and the general con-
ditions of subjection, regard the Outlook’s
comparison-as an unfortunate one.

 J * »

As long as sexual love continues to hold
the place which it holds today, and is re-
garded as the most important thing in life,
the crown and supreme consecration of ex-
istence; as long as it is not put in its place
along with other simple and varied needs of.
life, neither above nor below the rest, nor
men nor women will be noble. Sexual free-
dom, in removing the illusion of love's su-
premacy over life, will provide means and
opportunity for the other powers and capa-
cities, for the rest of our faculties and func-
tions to take their rightful places. Then we
may become men and women.

* . *

Benj. R. Tucker fully admits that hé has
been ‘‘rejoicing over the election of a Jiber-.
tarian to an Illinois jndgeship,” for which
offense I recently took him to task noting




that such rejoicing is inconsistent with the
proper attitude of an Anarchist toward
voting, and inconsistent with the attitude
taken by Tucker in a controversy with Vic-
tot Varrows some years ago. Now, how-
ever, the editor of Liberty retorts with an
observation in the nature of a compa:‘ison 3
alleging that the rival candidates for the
judgeship were like men hunting each other
with guns; and he asks if it would beinton-
sistent for him to rejoice were the one tofall
in the duel less a friend of liberty than“the

one who escaped unscathed. Is the com- .

risonlogical? I trownot! The rivalcan-
didatesfor the judgeship were not men trying
to destroy each other; they were like rival
robbers on opposite sides of a safe,each try-
ing to penetrate its walls and appropriate
the contents. They struggled over aspecial
privilege and one of them got the booty. It
is inconsistent in an Anarchist to rejoice
over the success of one whose object is
special privilege, even tho that one does
profess belief in liberty. Benj. R. Tucker
should look to his “ plumb line"; the plum-
met seems to have fallen off. -

AMERICUS.

— ) —
Judge Not.

~ Why should we condemn a man because
he is more wicked than we are, or because
we imagine he is so? He is wicked in one
direction while we are wicked in another.
The lowest criminal has not a single quality
or characteristic that we do mnot also
possess. If he steals, is it not a fact that
we have -similar propensities, tho perhaps
under better control? We curb our pas-
sions while criminals do not, or perhaps
cannot. It is absence of temptation, in
many cases, that make some better than
others. No man knows what he might do
if he were driven by want. Circumstances
change, as well as develop, character, and
they bring to the surface conditions that
otherwise would never appear. No man
can say truthfully that he is better than
other men. No man knows what he might
do until he has been sorely tempted.

* . *

There are no real sins, no real crimes.
There are only things that some people re-
gard as crimes. If these things were notde-
clared to be wicked or criminal, no one
would think of calling such acts by such
names. Nothing is positively good or posi- -
tively bad. What is bad at one time is
good at another. It is usually considered
bad to kill a man, but if he has done us
great injury or given us great offense, or if
‘he has violated our laws, that makes a dif-
ference in our view of the matter; and if we
happen to kill the delinquent in such a case,
it will be regarded as‘‘justifiable homicide.” ;
What we mean by doifjg right, is doing
what is considered righff by the community
in which we live. There is no other stand-
ard. Our main effort should be to keep out
of other people’s way—and especially out of
the way of those who are inimical to us.

The lower ani:gals have learned as much as
that, : /

- » -
®

Let there be no punishments, no pé.ins, no
tortures, no sorrows of which we are the
occasion. We should at least hold ourselves
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guiltless, no matter what others may de-
cide to do. :
- -
-

It is wrong for us to assume or declare
that this or that is necessary. Itis only a
matter of opinion at best. How shall we
ever know whether anything is or is not
necessary ? Who shall decide that question ?
Sometimes we use the word necessary as a
synonym for expedient. We say it is neces.
sary to have government, or religion, or
law, or education. Again, it may be said,
this is merely a matter of opinion un which
men differ. We never know that anything
is necessary, for it belongs to the future,
and of that we know nothing. Wesay gov-
ernment is necessary for the protection of
the people. But does the law protect the
people in all cases? Does it do so in any
case? We say punishments are necessary,
in order that society may be protected.
But that is only an excuse, a mere pretense.
We do not know that such things are neces-
sary. Many get along very well without
punishments.  Nothing is necessary, noth-
ing is unavoidable. How shall we ever
know whether things are necessary or not ?
We say this or that is necessary for self-de-
fense, but that is merely an excuse, a pure
fiction, a pious fraud. Taxes are said to be
necessary, but only: because we imagine so.
There is not the slightest evidence that they
are either necessary or unavoidable.

» - *

One of the most serious mistakes that
people make, is to suppese that all the bad
men are in prison or in jail; or that the
men who are in prison or in jail are appre-
ciably worse than those who are on the
outside. J. WiLson.

AR
Heie and There.

Comrade Ross Winn, publisher of Winn's
Firebrand, Silver Springs, Tenn., writes:
“As I rubbed up ‘agin’ one of Brother

Madden’s made-to-order rulings, The Fire-.

brand is going now at one cent a copy, in-
stead of the pound rate. I reallydon’ccare,
as the postoffice rilings are such a sus-
pended sword that I would rather pay the
increased rate and be free.”

The postoffice authorities are still perse-
Ycuting Helen Wilmans, editor of Freedom.
In spite of the fact that the charges made
against her collapsed in court, the postal
department issued another sweeping fraud
order, which debars everybody connected
with the paper from receiving mail. C.C.
Post, being at Essex, N. C.,, and not at
Seabreeze, can receive mail, but cannot have
a letter delivered to his wife at Seabreeze.

Heretofore all exchanges were regarded
by the postal department as legitimate sub-
scribers; now Madden objects that the
Demonstrator has.too many exchanges on
its list, withdut specifying, however, what
he considers a reasonable number. It will
also be remembered that in the case of the
Commonmner he objected to free copies, ex-
cept within a “ reasonable” number. When
pressed to give a percentage or number, he
refused to do so. As an evader Madden is a
champion. No one knows what this official
acrobat will do next.

On May 31 and June 1 the third confer.

2

ence of the German Federation of Revolu-
tionary Workers took place in Mannheim.
It was decided in future to call the organi-
zation the Anarchistic Federation of Ger-
many. . A declaration - of principles and
constitution is to be worked out by a com=
mittee this year, to he published for discus-
sion not later than January 1, 1904.

Madrid. - August 3.—The threatened gen-
eral strike began today in several centers,”
including Barcelona, Murcia, Cadiz, Bonda,
and Alcoy. The immediate motive for the
strike is to re-enforce the demand for the re-
lease of iumerous workmen who have been
thrown into prisun for offenses in connec-
tion with recent strikes.

Leaders of the movement are exhorting
the members of the trades unions not to re-
turn to work until the imprisoned men have
been released. The government has taken
stringent measures to cope with disturb.
ances. The military forces and the civil
guards have beenre-enforced wherever neces-
sary and the troops have been confined to
the barracks. The instigators of the strike
are threatened with severe penalties.

At Alcala, province of Cadiz, the residence
of the mayorand anumberof privatehouses
have been attacked by strikers, who ex-
changed shots with the gendarmes.

e T
Literature.

The first brochure of John Most’s *‘ Me-
moiren'’ (German) is an interesting one,
and gives promise that the whole series of
ten little pamphlets will be of great value.
He tells briefly and entertainingly of his
childhood dnd youth, and hisfirst skirmishes
with the.police. The beginning of his con-
nection with the Austrian labor movement
is narrated. Italsocontainssomeof Most’s
poems. ~Let all who read German give them-
sclves this treat by sending 25 cents to the
author, 3465 Third Ave., New York,N. Y.

* .
*

We are in receipt of several copies of The
Agitator. Itis in small pamphlet form,and
is intended for primary Socialist agitation.
Each issue contains a leading article to en-
lignten beginners on Socialism. The illus-
trations are- well adapted to catch at-
tention. It is gotten up by The Comrade
Publishing Company, 11 Cooper Sq., New
York, N. Y. T

* . * L

The Pocket Library of Socialism is a
series of small pamphlets for Socialist pro-
paganda. No.38, *Easy Lessons in Social-
ism,” by William H. Leflingwell, is intended
for ‘‘starters,” thé man in the street, and
contains elementatries of. Socialism. Pub-
lished by Chas. H. Kerr & Co., Chicago, 11l

* *

*

A new “German Anarchist periodical, Der
Weckruf, has made its appearance "in
Switzerland. It is a fortnightly paper, pub-
lished at three francs a year by M. Rouge, rue
de Coutance, 28, Geneva. No.i2, which has
reached us, is an excellent one, and shows an
auspicious beginning. : 3

SRl P .
For San Francisco.
The Anarchist propaganda is now carried

on every Sunday at 7:30 p. m. at Knights_

of Red Branch Hall, 1133 Mission St. Dis-
cussion and free platform. .
. SociaL Science CLuB.

)
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A Vléldlcatlon of Anarchism.
X (continued.)

These last observations are unquestion-
ably weighty—they are the truth contained
in casuistry which enables the errors of this
pseudo science to pass. But from this
strong point of casuistry we proceed imme-
diately to the weak one. By what test are
we to decide whether a particular case calls
for specific obedience to a rule or constitutes
an exception throwing us back on the gea-
soning whence the rule was deduced? We
must, of course, begin by knowing what the
reason for the rule is. The casuist claims
to know. The reason is the greatest good
of the greatest number: and the test for an
exception is that keeping the rule would not
be for the greatest good. The facility with
which this reasoning lends itself to any de-
sired conclusion, quite in harmony with
what has been said here about the general
versatility of practical reasoning fromm ta-
physical first principles, is illustrated imthe
Jesuitical writings on” this"subject, among
which Father Lemoine’s * Devotion Made
Easy " is probably the most instructive. It
is also exposed with .matchless irony in
Pascal’s “ Provincial Letters,”” whichsupply
from the Jesuitical writings answers to
problems of conscience as convenient as the
most ingenious combination of irregular de-
sires with timid scrupulosity could wish. And
a brief summary of the whole matter may be
found in the Encyclopedia Britannica, article
“Casuistry.” Of course, theauthority of the
Church is decisive. But her unanimous au-
thority is seldomattainable. Thejudgment
of a majority among morulists; of one’s
own confessor, or even of anyone revered
for orthodoxy, may, according to sundry
casuists, be acted upon as probably right.
Certain comprehensive propositions “are
also demonstrated for the self-guidance of
individuals. Thus taking the possessions
of another is justifiable for an end more im-
portant than that of property, such as to
escape death (“extreme necessity”) or dis-
grace (‘‘quasi-extreme necessity”). Resti-
tution ought ordinarily to be made, if pos-
sible; but the act being justifiable in itself,
restitution is unnecessary if it were not
meditated as likely at the time. The sanc-
tity of honor enters largely into excuses for
acts otherwise censurable: thus the casu-
ist Sadler lays it down that a person may
be killed whose life would dishonor the
slayer. A familiar example is where a man
who has been struck avenges it; another,
illustrated in actual cases, is that of killing
one who threatens a revelation fatal to
honor. The morality of deceiving makes a
great figure in these discussions. Clearly it

is not for the greatest good of the greatest _

number to give information which would
assist the exectition of a wicked deésign. Yet
the casuists shrink from saying it is justifi-
apleto lie, or, what they admit amounts to
the same thing, tell a merely verbal truth
whose realuneaning could not be suspected.
But they console the troubled conscience by
thisreflection that it is almost always prac-
. ticable to deceive the person whose better
information would be against the general
good by a discoverable equivocation or
mental reservation; i. e. one whose mean-
ing he might penetrate if he were shrewd
- enough, but probably willnot. Thegrounds
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on which chastity may be disregarded are
ingenious and amusing; but I respect the
prudishness of my own generation, and will
mention only one. The seducer is bound to
make his victim the reparation of mdrriage
unless her station be too muclibelow his own;

- in which case theinterests of society are para-

mount. It will probably be conceded that
this does not look much like Anarchism, and
it does look a good deal as if one might de-
duce from the maxims of Utility whatever
he found convenient; especially if it chances
to hitch with prevailing custom. But tho
Hedonism does not especially tend 'to An-
archism or to any other practical doctrine,
it does, as I intimated was the general case
of metaphysical theories, to run into a cir-
cle thru others back to itself. A common
landing place is Pessimism. See Windel-
brand on the *‘Cyreniacs’’ and ‘‘ Hegesias”
in “ History of Philosophy.)” The Cyrenian
school at Alexandria was closed by the
Ptolemics on the ground that it encouraged
suicide; tho I am much inclined to think
with Hallam that a defense of suicide will
make no man kill himself except perhaps
from fear it should be continued! The Pessi-
mism of Buddha sets out with the assump-
tion that pleasure is the end of action; and
is instantly refuted by denying this. Seethe
article “Pessimism’ in the Encyclopedia
Britannica.

That altruism tends any more to Anarch-
ism than does hedonism or egoism appears
to me quite a mistake. But it is less easy
to prove a mistake, because, while hedonism
is an easily stated and comprehended doc-
trine, altruism is a very vague term. "Any-
one who denies that pleasure is the chief
good may, I suppose pass for an altruist,
and an induction which should take in all
moralists who have done that would be far
too large for the probable value of the re-
sult. Comte, however, was a typical altru-
ist. He recommended the greatest good of
the greatest number as the object of life,
without, like the utilitarians giving any
such reason for following this end as that it
is the way to be happy. His pragmatic
maxim “ Live for others,” thus cuts a kiiot
which Bentham and Dumont never suc-
ceeded in untying to anyone’s satisfaction
except their own. But he no more made it
clear than they why a person who lives for
others should, (outside following the plain-

est dictates of common sense, which all sys-"

tems allow equally,) do any one thing rather
than its opposite. This is the weak point
of hig system. See the article “ Comte” in

Encyélopedia Britannica. Certainly hewas

no Anarchist. And if we consider the actual

Materigliélﬁ. is asserted by some friends *
and some enemies of Anarchism to be very
closely bound up withit. Icannotin this

‘case refute the argument dialectically, for I

have to acknowledge that I dv not under.
stand it. If an altruist thinks Anarchy for
the good of mankind, he must be an An.
archist. So'must a hedonist, if he thinks it
for his own good. But what believing in a
future state has to do with Anarchism, one
way or the other, I muSt confess myself
utterly unable to see. My own main rea-;
son for not believing Materialism tends to.

" wards Anarchism is that, on a large view

of the subject, 1 see quite as little tendency
towards Anarchism among Materialists as
among those who were not Materialists,
Among decided precursors or promoters of
Anarchism, Burke was a sound churchman;
Godwin a deist; Proudhon a Catholic;
Emerson, Thoreau, and Whitman, transcen.
dentalists; Garrison, as he always took
pains to state,a Christian; Tolstoy a Chris.
tain indeed—in whom there is no guile;
Heywood a Spiritualist. Shelley, Byron,
Paine, Jefferson, Condorcet, Marx, Bakunin,
Voltaire, and Rousseau, were indeed known
as decided opponents of religious dogma.
But excepting perhaps Condorcetand Marx,
there were no materialists among them.*|
On the other hand Hobbes, Molingbroke,
La Mettrie, Hume, Gibbon, Billaud Varennes,
were Mattrialists, or Positivists not easily
distinguishable from MaterialiSts. Hobbes
advocated despotism. (See *his *Levia-
thaa.”) Varennes was the most tyrannical
member of the Great Committee. Hume's
once universally prized **History of Eng- -
land” is; an elaborate apblogy for the °
king’s party, La Mettrie was a courtier,
Bolingbroke a Jacobite, Gibbon a Tory,
See also, Lecky's *“ History of Rationalisni®
on the very general political conservatism
of sceptics between the Reformation and the
French Revolution. If more modern ex-
amples -be wanted, there is certainly not
much Anarchism in the Blue Gras$ Blade or
the Freethought Magazine. f

It is far however from my intention to
make out that belief in a spirjtual sphere
tends any more“towards Anarchism than
unbelief. There is a greatdeal of Anarchism
in the Hegelian Left, which has sublimated -
Hegel’s idealism into Nihilism. But Hegel
himself was as far from an Anarchistas pos-
sible. See the article under his name in the
Encyclopedia Britannica, and the summary
of his social theories in Schwegler’s ‘“ His-
tory of Philosophy.” There is a strong An-

archistic tendency in modern Spiritualism,

which can be traced as far back as Andrew

lives of persons who have professed to live \Jackson Davis’ “Penetralia.” But it illus-
for others withscme appearance of sincerity, | trates thisgeneral truth that ametaphysical

we shall find among them every possible |
variety of idea as to how the good of others’

should be promoted. The philanthropist
Howard; the model gentleman Chester-
field; the- philosopher Confucius; the blun-
dering reformer Joseph II; the conqueror,

tyrafit,and legislator, Bonaparte; all gave ~

some evidence of having the go6d of man-
kind, as they understood it, very much at
heart; they were as unlike each other in
personal character and public views of util-
ity as possible; but not one among them
was an Anarchist or showed any disposi-
tion towards Anarchism. 5

>

system, being a gigantic effort of the human
imagination, worthy of all respect as poetry
if it only would not set up for science, comes
after instead of preceding a bad‘x of physical
knowledge which it seeks to systematize. T
E.B. Tyler’s ** Primitive ‘Culture”’ will show

* Voltaire, it is well known, professed to believe in .
God, and pronounced La Mettrie's materialism non-
sense. Rousseau’s most sceptical work is the deistical
confession of the Savoyard Vicar. His equally famous
culogy on the Bible and Jesus is quite enough to shu.\\'
that settled disbelief in Christianity was not the habit
of his mind. < . .

f This is also the order of precedence as between the
different - sciences and those metaphysics sometimes
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! the reader that all-institutions having a
religious or quasi-religious character, that
is all institutions, rest on Spiritualistic first

principles. Tolstoy deduces Anarchism from -

the teachings of Jesus. But seeing he is
probably the first Christian who found it
there, | must suspect that the part I have
allowed Christianity in introducing modern
civilization, and therefore Anarchism, was
considerably slighter and less direct than he
supposes. .

InsAfact if it be true that the propositions
of Anarchism follow from application of the
inductive method to their subject matter,
then they can have no special affinity with
any metaphysicalsystem. Fortheinductive
method condemns all such systems alike
upon certain common grounds.

.It condemns them indiscriminately, first,
upon the ground thatthey arenotinductive.
The modesty of science, which always seeks
to learn, waits for more light, accepts cor-
rection, doubts whatever cannot be immedi-
ately verified, has, like all genuine modesty,
another face of wholesome pride, rejecting
with no small scorn every speculation which
assumes that the author has dived into his
inner consciousness and found there the
secret of all this complex universe. The
spirit of induction instantly recognizes in
such pretensions the ear-mark of the quack.
The man accustomed to follow this slow
and certain method makes short work with
current views of God, morality, society.
The mark of the Beast, the stigma of dog-
matic assumption, is upon them all. But
he has not thrown these venerable images
out of the window and into the dust hole,
that their niches may be occupied by another
lotof *“stonedolls,”” which Bentham, and La
Mettrie, and Fichte, and Comte, and Nietz-
sche, constructed, evidently upon the same
principles. *“Truth alone doth judge itself”
and induction is truth. To the humblest
estimate of actual knowledge, it unites in
the minds of those who accept its restraints,
the most absolute assurance that it is the
only way knowledge can be attained.

But again, the inductive method condemns
transcendental generalizations indiscrimi-
nately, on the ground that they are mutu-
ally destructive. A legend asserts that
when the patriarch Abram was left alone
with the idols his father Terah made, he
seized the opportunity to take a stick and
break them. Being brought before Nimrod,
the king, for this sacrilege, Abram gravely
said : ** They did it themselves. They got to
fighting with each other about whichshould
be God; and as they were all demolished in
the battle I suppose none of them is.” The
philosophy of Abram has descended to
every true iconclast, hisspiritualson. *Sup-
pose,” he reflects, “I ‘were to fill up the
places of Calvin, and Moses, and the deur
called their bases. In geometry, for example, it was
first empirically ascertained that the square of the
hypothenuse is equal to the squares on the other sides.
When Pythagoras translated the practical demonstra-
tion into words, it became necessary, or at least it was
thought convenient, to give the words metaphysical
f!eﬁnitibns—a line is length without breadth, a point
Is that which has position but no magnitude,etc. The
Proofs of Sextus Empiricus and other Sceptics that

these definitions are contradictory has nothing to do _

with the physical demonstration that actual figures
approach the properties proved for them by geometers

:s they approximate the ideals implied in the defini-
ions.
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old Roman lady who reminds me of that
unquotable title which Ford gave his best
drama, with the effigies of Hume and Kant,
Berkeley and La Mettrie, Comte and Ben-
tham, etc.,, ete,, I fear they would not keep
the peace any better than their predecessors.
Theories of the universe f:ancel one another,
the moment we put them side by side, be-
cause, as Dr, Watts said about dogs’ fight-
ing, “’tis their nature to.” And when they
have all killed each other, I see the same ob-
jection as Abram saw to receiving any of
them for the living God. “The best I can do
with them is to play Cadmus, and set them
killing each other again, like sons of the
dragon’s teeth, as they are; whenever I feel
as if looking at a battle would amuse me
Suave etiam belli certamina magna tueri
Per campos instructa, tua sine parti periculi.

This ground for common rejection of all
such systems, found in the old book “De
Tribus Impostoribus,” is very well stated
and applied to religious ones by Lord Am-
berly, * Analysis of Religious Belief,” and to
metaphysical by Mr. Lewes, ** Biographical
History of Philosophy.” In Macaulay’s re-
view .of James Mill’s “ Essay on Govern-
ment,” he also points out that the Utili-
tarian philosophy is among those which
revert to the pre-Baconian method of syllo-
gistic deduction from assumed first princi-
ples. This brings the rest of what we have
been considering under the same double
condemnation. If Utilitarianism be not in-
ductive, no more is Altruism. If these hos-
tile creeds encounte: with the old weapons
they must attain the old result.

But thirdly, the inductive method, we
have seen, condemns all such speculations
as these on the ground that granting one of
them to be true (which it might be, tho it
has renounced the only hope of proving
itself so) still it is useless—it leads to noth-
ing. From any theory of the universe any
practical conclusion whatever, may, on ac-
count of all such theories’ antinomical char-
acter, be deduced with cqual ease; and,
since the theory equally proves everything,
it proves nothing—to have the pleasure of
quoting myself,- Everything in General is
Nothing in Particular. Like most other
things “we have stated, this is an induction
sufficiently old in respect to all its aspects
except an application which only the ob-
structiveness of superstition can have kept
from being made long since. It goes back
to an early period, of Greek philosophy. The
Sophists were, indeed, as Grote has pointed
out, no such sect of doubters as some his-
torians, mostly German, have represented
them. They were collectively nothing else
than teachers of the higher branches. But
the art most in favor at Athens, the princi-
pal scene of their activity, was disputa-
tion; and, as teachers of that, they did
maintain with great success until Socrates
showed the practical arts to imply a true
tho neglegted theory of practical methods,
that “man is the measure of things,” in
other words that anything could be proved
with zqual ease from any premises. See the
article *“ Sophists,” in Schwegler’s * History
of Philosophy,” 111, 7. At a later period,
yehen the inductive side of Socrates’ phil-
osophizing was forgotten in the war of dis-
ciples who conceived of him from onelimited
standpoint or another, the Sceptics revived

F
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the methods of Zeno (the Eleatic) and Pro-
tagoras, disposing of all theories alike by
showing that contradictory conclusions fol-
lowed from all of them.® - For the applica-
tion, see Macaulay’s review of Mill. Mill
deduced democracy from the principles of
hedonism, and from them proved all other
forms of government to be very bad. Ma-
caulay showed that,starting with the same
premises, and using logic just as plausible,
it would be equally easy to provedespotism
perfectly good. The fault then was not in
the logic but the premises. They would
prove any Q. E. D.: which is just as good as
proving none.

In Herbert Spencer’s * The Unknowable,”
(first part of his volume** First Principles,”).
and in the various metaphysical or anti-
metaphysical parts of his * Principles of
Psychology,” these annihilating objections
tometaphysical methods aredemonstrated;
and as far as Materialism or Idealism set
up for bases of any system, the objections
are applied. But Herbert Spencer was him-
self inclined to metaphysical reasoning; and
accordingly relapsed into it when there was
nothing like his ontological Agnosticisni to
keep him safe, and a sad large part of his
* Principles of Morality”’ is given to vindi-
cating Hedonism, with as much gravity as
if any use could be made of it after it were
vindicsdted. Nor does he ever inquire why
it is that men so persistently revert tosyllo-
gistic reasoning-from assumed first princi
ples, after such abundant demonstration of
their futility. Bacon, tho as concise as
Spencer is prolix, does better. Reference to
his *“Novum Organum,’”’ book I, or to the
Popular Science Monthly, October, 1899, or
to my own note 2, Sec. VII, will show that
he reckoned this propensity among the
Idols. It springs from the Volition to Per-
suade, but in a certain indirect manner, im-

* plying a previous Volition to Know. The a

priori philosopher first secks to escape from
the slow drudgery of accumulating facts
and testing theories. He climbs on the
wings of Icarus, towards a satisfactory
theory of the universe. So far heis wor-
shipping an Idol of the Race,—that idol
whose false oracle teaches that things needs
must be as they seem to us. But when the
sun begins to melt the wax, Icarus, as it
were, spreads himself a parachute—his a
priori assumption, tho it will not bring him
nearer to heaven, will retard his descent to
earth; and instead of tumbling head over
heels, he soars majestically above the heads
of an unthinking rabble, and is a good
enough high priest for an Idol of the
Theatre. ' C. L. JaMEs.
(To be continued.)

* They impugned not only metaphysical but physical
conceptions, such as motion. But to this sort of
sophistry Diogenes’ reply was good. The idea of ‘mo-
tion shall be as contradictory as you please; but /
walk, therefore the Thing of which I have this contra-
dictory idea exists. The fault of metaphysics, as we

sually understand the term, is that unlike the meta-
physical base (so-called), of a true science, their defini-
tions correspond to no ible .ohjects, and thus are
not the end but the beginning of this pseudo-sci

= —_—0 —

As long as our civiiizatiou is essentially
one of property, of fences, of exclusion, it
will be marked by delusions. Only that good
profits, which serves all men.—Emerson,

*
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