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“ The Boast of the Brook.

Wandered thru the meadows green,
Its surface bright with silvery sheen,
2 A brook in whose dimpled bosom lay
A hidden story. >
It leaped and car olled and, sang along
An innocent, sweet, enticing song.
Sparkling and gleaming in sunbeam’s ray,
A summer glory.
With sweet content and childish glee, <
It had no thought of the ebbing sea.
The world was naught but a vision fair;
Oh happy dreamer!
‘‘Slowly and softly I gaily glide,
I smile on the flowers that deck my side.
There is none on earth so free from care, _
No soul serener.

Little of pain did the brooklet dream,
Nor knew that a rock could turn a stream.
No thought had she of a distant goal,
No taste of sorrow.
She came at last to a damming stone
Which had kept its place thru ages gone.
Madly around it her wavelets roll
New strength to borrow.
Calmly and cold did the boulder lic,
Unmoved by the brooklet’s cry.
And the once clear stream with clouded wave
Seaward was turning.
And the life that boasts of a calm so rare,
Of a nature free from pain and care
‘Will meet with the rock—no power can save
Nor helpless yearning.
MyRrA PEPPER.

i .
Place of ‘Anarchism in Socialistic Evolution.
Part III

Now let me pass to the third part of my
subject—the most important with respect to
the future. = :

There is no more room for doubting that
religions are going ; the nineteenth century
has given them their death blow. But re-
ligions—all religions— have a double compo-

ition. They contain in the first place a
primitive cosmogony, a rude attempt at ex-
plaining nature, and they furthermore con-
tain a statement of the public morality born
and developed within the mass of the peopl :
But when we throw religions ovexboardn?
store them among our public records as hi
torical curiosities, shall we also relegate to

museums the moral principles which they

contain? This has sometimes been done,
and we have seen people declare ttlzat as'they
uo longer believed in the various'religions so
théy despised morality, and calmly proclaimed
the maxim of bourgeois-selfishness, *‘Every-
one for himself.” But a society human or
animal, cannot exist without certain rules
and moral habits springing up within it; re-

ligion may go,. morality remains. If we
were to come to consider that a man did well
in lying, decéiving his neighbors, or plun-
dering them when possible (this is the mid-
dle class morality), we should come to sucha
* pass that. we could no longer live together.
You might assure me of your friendship, but
-perhaps you might only do so in order to rob
me more easily ; you might promise to do a
certain thing for me, only to deceive me;
you might promise to forward aTetter for me ;
and you: might steal it just like an ordinary
governor of a jail.  Under such conditions
society would become im possible, and this is
so generally understood that the repudiation
of religions in no way prevents public mor-
ality from being maintained, developed, and
raised to a higher and ever higher standard.
This fact is so striking that philosophers seek
to explaia it by the principles of utilitarian-
ism, and H. Spencer sought to base the mor-
ality which exists among us upon physiolo-
gical causes and the needs connected with
the preservation of the'race.
Let me give you an example in order to
explain to you what zwe think on the matter,
A child is drowning, and four men who
stand upon the bank see it struggling in the
water. One of them does not stir, he is a par-
tisan of ‘‘Each one for himself,”” the maxim
of the commercial middle-class ; this one is a
brute and w. need not speak of him further,
The next one reasons thus: ““If I save the
child, a good report will be made of my action
~ to the ruler of heaven, and the Creator. will
. reward me by increasing my flocks and my
serfs,” and thereupon he plunges into the
water. Is he therefore a moral man? Clearly
not! He is a shrewd calculator, that is all,
The third, who is an utilitarian, reflects thus
(or at least utilitarian philosophers represent
him as so reasoding): ‘‘Pleasures can be
classed in two categories, inferior pleasures
and higher ones. T'o'save the Iilge of anyone
is a superior pleastire] infivitely fore intense
and more durable than others; therefore I will
savethe child.” Admittingthat any man ever
reasoned thus, would he not bea terrible
egotist? "and, moreover, could we ever be
-sure that his sophistical brain would not at
- some given momeht cause his will to incline
towaid an inferior pleasure, that is- to say,
towards refraining from troubling himself?
There remains the fourth individual. This
“man has been brought up from his childhood

to feel himself ore with the rest of humanity :
from his childhood he has always regarded
men as possessing interests in common; he
has aecustemed himself to suffer when his
neighbors suffer, and to feel happy when
everyone around him is happy. Directly he
hears the heart-rending cry of the mother,
he leaps iuto the water, not thru reflection
but “by instinct, and_when she thanks him
for saving her child] he says, ‘‘ What have I
done to deserve thanks, my good woman? I
am happy to see ‘you happy; I have acted
from natural impulse and could not do other-
wise | .

You recognize in this case the truly moral
man, and feel that others are only egotists in.
comparison with him. The whole Anarchist
moiality is represented in this example, It
is the morality of a people which dovs not
look for the sun at midnight—a moral.ty
without compulsion or authority, a morality
of habit. Let us create circumstances in
which man shall not be led to deceive nor
exploit others, and then by the very force of
things the moral level of humanity will 1ise
to a height hitherto unknown. Men are cer-
tainly not te be moralized by teaching them
a moral catechism : tribunals and prison do
not diminish vice ; they pour it over society
in floods. Men are fo be moralized only by
placing them in a position which shall con-.
tribute to develop in them those habits which
are social, and to weaken those which are
not so. A morality which has become in-
stinctive is the true-morality, the only moral-
ity which. endures while religions and sys-
tems of philosophy pass away. )

Let us now combine the three: pfeceding
elements, and we shall have Anarchy and its
place in Socialistic evolution. :

Emancipation of the producer from’ the
yoke of capital ; production in common, and
free consumption of all products of the com-
mon labor,

Emancipation from the governme ntal yoke ;
free development of individuals in groups
and federations; free organization ascending
from the simple to the complex, according
to mutual needs and tendencies, .

Emancipation from religious morality ;
free morality, without compulsion or author-
ity; developing itself from social life and be-
coming habitual, :

The above is no dream of students, it is
a conclusion” which results from an analysis
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" of the tendencies of modern society : Anarch-
ist Commnnism is the union of the two fun-
damental tendencies of our society—a ten-
dency towards economic equality, and &
tendency towards political liberty. So long
as Communism presented itself under an
authoritarian form, which necessarily im-

_plies government, armed with much greater
power than that which it possesses today, in-
asmuch as it implies economic in addition to
political power—so long as this was the case,
Communism met with no sufficient response..
Before 1848 it could, indeed, sometimes ex-
cite for a moment the enthusiasm of the
worker who was prepared to submit to any
all-powerful government, Lrovided it would
release him from the terrible situation in
which he was placed, but it left the true
friends of liberty indifferent.

Anarchist Communism maintains that most
valuable of all conquests—individual liberty
—and mereover extends it and gives ita
solid basis—economic liberty—without which

political liberty is delusive; it does not ask-

the individual who has rejected god, the uni-
versal tyrant, god the king, and god the
parliament, to give unto himself a god more
terrible than any of the preceding—god the
~ Community, orto abdicate upon its altar his
independence, his will, his tastes, and to re-
new the vow of asceticism which he formerly
made before the crucified god. It says to
him, on the contrary, ‘‘No society is free so
long as the individual is not so! Do not
seek to modify society by imposing upon it
an authority which shall make everything
" right; if you do,"you will fail as popes and.
emperors have failed. Modify society so
that your fellows may not be any longer your
enemies by the force of circumstances; abol-
ish the conditions which allow some to
monopolize the fruit of the labor of others;
and instead of attémpting to constructsociety
from top to bottom, or from the centre to the
circumference, let it develop freely from the
simple to the composite, by the free union of
free groups. This course, which is so much
obstructed at present, is the true forward
march of society: do not seek to hinder it,
do not turn your back on/progress, but march
along with it! Then the sentiment of socia-
bility which is common to human beiugs, as
it is to all animals living in society, will be
able to develop itself freely, because our fel-
lows will no longer be our enemies, and we
shall thus arrive at a state of things in
which each individual will be able to give
free rein to his inclinations, and even to his
passions, without gny other restraint than the
love and respect §f those who surround him.”
‘This is our ideal, and it is the ideal which
lies deep in the hearts of peoples—of all peo-
ples. We know full well that this ideal will
not be attained without violent shocks; the
future has a formidable revolution in store
for us: whether it begins in France, Ger-
many, Spain, or Rustia, it will be an Euro-
_ pean one, and spreading with the same rapid-
ity as that of our fathers, the heroes of 1848,
* it will set all Europe in a blaze. This com-
ing Revolution will not aim at a mere change
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of government, but will have a social charac-
ter; the work of expropnat:on will com-
mence, and exploxters will be driven out.
Whether we like it or not, this will be done
independently of the will of individuals, and
when hands are laid on private property. we

" shall arrive at Communism, because we shall

be forced to do-so. Communism, however,
cannot be either authoritarian or parliamen-
tary, it must either be Anarchist or non-exis-
tent; the mass of the people does not desire
to trust itself again to any savior, but will
seck to organize itself by itself.

We do not advocate Communism and An-
archy because we imagine men to be better
than they really are; if we had angels among
us we might be tempted to eptrust to them
the task of organizing us, thoegoubtless even

_they would show the cloven hoof very soon.
But it is just because we take men as they*”

are that we say: ‘‘Do not entrust them with
the governing of you. This or that despic-
able minister might have been an excellent
man if power had not been given to him.

- The only way of arriving at harmony of in-

terests is by a society without exploiters and
without rulers.” It is precisely because men
are not angels that we say, ‘‘ Let us arrange
matters so that each man may see his interest
bound up with the interests of others, thea
you will no longer have to fear his evil pas-
sions.”?

Anarchist Communism being the inevi-
table result of existing tendenciesy it is to-
wards this ideal that we must direct ouhgeps,
instead of saying, ‘‘Ves, Anarchy is an exs
cellent ideal,”” and then turning our backs
upon it. Should the approaching revolution
not succeed in realizing the whole of this
ideal, still all that shall have beei: effected in
the direction of it will remain; but all that
shall have been done in a contrary direction
will be doomed to disappear. It is a general
rule that a popular revolulion may be van-

“quished, but that, nevertheless, it furnishes

a motto for the evolvtion of the succeeding
generation. France expired under the heel
of the allies in 1815, and yet the action of
France had rendered serfdom impossible of
continuance, all over Europe, and represent-
ative government inevitable; universal suf-
frage was drowned in blood, and yet universal
suffrage was the watchword of the century.
In 1871 the Commune expired under volleys
of grapeshot, aud yet the watchword in France
today is ‘‘the free Commune.”” And if Au.
archist Communism is vanquished in the com-
ing revolution, after having asserted itself in
the light of day, pot only will it leave behind
it thejabolition of private property, not only
will the workingmen_have learned his true
place in society, not only will the landed and
mercantile aristocracy have received a mortal
blow, but Communist Anarchism will be the
goal of the evolution of the twentieth century.

Anarchist Communism sums up all that is
most beautiful and most durable in-the prog-
ress of humanity; the sentin.ent of justice,
the sentiment of liberty, and solidarity or
community of interest. It guaranties the free
evolution, both of the individial and of so-

»

ciety. Therefme it will ‘tnumph —Pe!er
Ki ropotkm.
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Divorce: War or Arbitration?
“What fools these mortalsbe,” says Puck:
“ Mostly fools,” says Calryle. True, appar-
ently. Apropos: Here are two people,—

" one.a confessed Anarchist,—both doubtless

far above the = average in culture and intelli-
gence, some- time since drawn together in
marriage, présumably by a mutual love;
they have lived together for.a number of
years, and have brought up a family to'ma- -
turity or thereabouts. Now,thru circum-
stances and for reasons which, it is not our °
business to inquire into, they have ceased.to
love. Natural enough, as anyone of expen-
ience knows! No particular folly in this;
but an occurrence quite common. Why not
separate quietly, and if it be thought requis-
ite, procure a legal divorcement from a (pre-
sumably) legal marriage with the least pub-
lic' scandal? Questions of an. equitable
division” of the goods of the pair, if they
could not be settled”between themselves,
might easily be adjusted and settled by dis-
interested friends—one to be chosen by each
of the parties, and a third act as umpire, to
be chosen by the first. But no! The courts
must be appealed to, by one party in the
role of complainant alleging misdemeanor—
perhaps crime,—while the other party isput
upon the defense to deny orjustify. And
what is the reason at the bottom of this?
Property !

Of course the outcome of this strife is
heartburning, lite pendente; and enmity
afterwards. For.all this there is neither
necessity nor reasonable excuse; and the
chances of a just award on what we may
suppose to be conflicting claims, are greatly
in favor of friendly arbitration. But this is
is not all. With such a settlement of prop-
erty and financial claims, enmity in the
future is almost necessarily barred : ‘mutual
indifference can at worst be the result of
such a separation. A legal divorcement
can easily be obtained by the wife abandon-
ing her husband for the statutory period;
and her enforcement of her claims, as deter-
mined by the arbitrators can be secured by
a trust-deed to the required amount made
to the umpire, or other trustworthy friend.

_Ad interim allowances can be secured in the

same manner. It is true that some legal
acumen might, under these circumstances,
be requxre;i to aveid thecharge of collusion :
but all things are posgible with the lawyers!
GEo. PYBURN.
—_ 0 —
Four Men.

‘There was a politician, He was a-sur-
passing knave and an excellent scoundrel.
He was the chosen leader of men. In return
for his baseness the people paid him gold.
Loathing him they heaped honorsupon him.
In the course of time his reign drew to a
close. The State was grateful for his supe-
rior service; the city bowed low. Then the
politician laughed gleefully, rubbing his
hands. They were very dirty. But his
pockets were full.

L 3 ,' -
“There was an editor. His service was
bornof courage. His work was sturdy and
true. The. public féted him. The public




hated him. There were times when the strong
man threw himself upon the ground and the
earth grew moist with his tears; for there
was not one who could understand. - His
friends cursed him and with threats sought
to remove the pen from his hand. But the
courageous man said grimly: “The public
is a mole, blind from eternal digging 'in the
musty alleys of the earth deafened by the
clamor of self-glorification.” The editor
turned once more to his desk, smiling with
strange tenderness, and again took up his

soul’s travail.
- -

*

There was a reformer whom the people
scoffed and'spat upon. Breathing theirscorn
he died. Multitude stood about his gaunt
frame. Sneeringly they said: * He would
havedestroyed our property and our wealth '
he would have abolished law and religion.
"He came to rob us of our liberty, perverting
our children with shameful doocttines.”
With shrill jibes the vast crowds turned
away. In alater day the multitudes again
assembled. They reared a massive monu-
ment to the memory-of the reformer, tread-
ring-gentiy(gbout the desolate grave. With
voices heavy with love they called the de-
spised one Messiah. .

* -
-

/

A poetcame to earth. One night he
walked with two rich comrades thru the
city’s slums. -Slowly, with bowed head, he
led themon thrugrimeand filthand squalor.
His friends drew their, garments carefully
about them. Their brows were heavy with

- = disgust and horror. They fled. In the thick-
est of the misery, the poet raised hisface, illu-
mined as by a vision. Intense pity and great
love swept over him. He wrote strange,
grand songs, such as the world had never
heard.” The powerful refused to listen. Th y
drove him from their midst. But the popu-
lace gave him welcome; the street laborer
blessed ~him; the lowly woman prayed for
him. The poet’s heart gladdened.—Polly
Dawson, in The Whim.

—_— ——
Comments.

At a recent reception given his excellency
the president of the United States, the news-
papers inform us it was rumored that “ the
Chicago Anarchists” were going to blow up
the hall. His excellency, accordingly, ap-
peared under an unusually strong guard of
police. We are used by this time, to having

- the police and newspapers lie about us; and
since September, 1901, we have concluded
that it does us no particular harm. But
they really hadn’t orter frighten Mr. Roose-
velt. The well-known delicacy of his nerves
appeals to our humanity. -

- -
-»
Consequently, it is injudicious to say that
the greater number of assassins will corfie
om among Anarchists.”” Qurname should
not be used to agitate so harmless a wind-
bag as Terrified Ted. Send him the papers
about Voltairine de Cleyre; and let the poor
critter have one fear the less.
B I *
»

All Anarchists must rejoice attherecovery

~of our beloved comrade. I should suppose
there are very few who do not admire her
attempts to protect her assailant. The
newspapers have been forced to do justice

\
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to the spirit of Anarchism in this case, of

which the whole country has heard. The
time is an auspicious one for gereral en-
dorsement of her position by Anarchists;
who' should be able to give it very consist-
ently. The fellow has been sent to prison
for seven years. His punishment is almost
as foolish as his crime. The latter was evi-

dently one of those actions classed by crimi-

nalogists as Impulsive. The Impulsive mur-
derer never does more than one act of the
kind. A person who is not in the same

category never does the same sort of ‘thing. -

One who is, cannot be prevented from his
crime, or cured of thinking if justifiable “un-
der the peculiar circumstances.” Nothing,
therefore, is gained by locking him up.

* *

v -

But there are other morals of the event,
which have not been noticed. At the begin-
ning of the very tedious vivisection con-
troversy, Comrade de Cleyre told me that
she would rather see a murderer come into
her room than an operating vivisector.
Every surgeon at least has been an opera.-
ting vivisector. If he is a fogy, it may be
pleaded that perhaps he has not vivisected
since he was a boy. But the surgeon who
came frequently into Voltairine de Cleyre’s
room during December and January last,
does not seem to have been a fogy. She
was shot, with three bullets, in the body,
above the diaphragm, on Dec. 19. The
wounds were, at first, reported mortal.
This means that under fogy practice her re-
covery would hardly have been possible.
By nothing short of a miracle, which Dowie
may believe but not I, could three such
wounds have healed in less than many
months. During the last week in January,
she was about as usual. . This means anti-

-

septic practise. Antiseptic practise was in- .

troduced by Lister in 1875, It was dis-
covered, in the only way it could be, by
trying its effects on living animals, some of
which were purposely inoculated with septic
germs, a form of vivisection more than un-
usually cruel, since it involves causing pain-
ful disease of too long duration to be made
painless. Apparently Comrade de Cleyre
has.reconsidered her Spinion on the com-
parative merits of vivisectors and murder-
ers. At any rate, there can be no doubt she

reason to do so. 3

-
¢ B -

Comrade de Cleyre was at one time (I do
not say recently, but shé has published no
retraction) in the habit of deriouncing va-
riety. The man who shot her was described
in the papers as ‘‘a rejected suitor.” She
had cautioned the public not to believe *gall
thé foolish love-talk ”’; and I don’t believe it
—all. But she has not gone so far as to
deny that there was something in it. Now
the fundamental objections to variety is
jealousy. So far as a man is jealous, he is
no varietist. The nature of jealousy is turn-

ing love to hate. Varietists, accordingly,

never prosecute love-suits with revolvers. [
have sometimes been accused of disregard
for formal logic, and confess to thinking its
powers limited, since ‘it can only convince a
man of the consequences of premises which
he already admits, not furnish him with
new information, like induction. Yet I
know too much about it to say, with a
critic who used to pick at mine, that an

@

b

ignoratio eleuchi is a piece of agricultura]
machinery. I conceive the abovesyllogisms
to be logical. Calling variety prostitution, -
as Comrade de Cleyre did, is only rhetorical,

It cannot even show anyone that something \\

follows from his premises, but at best, only
stimulate him to do—with revolvers or
otherwise—what he admits heshould, Itis
“a piece of agricultural machinery *’—like
everything else rhetorical.  C.L. Jamgs,
—o— :

. A Letter. "’
Jonn Sparco, editor of The Comrade.

Dear Sir,—I have just received a little -

pamphlet bearing the imprint of The Com-
rade Publishing Co. Upon page@ight I find
an article, “ The. Toiler's Alphabet,” com-
mencing thus: ;

A for the Anarchists, Morgan their chief.

-Now I feel that to be a misrepresentation
of both Mr. Morgan and the Anarchist;
and, therefore, at the risk of being dubbed an
intruder, take the liberty of calling your at-
tention to the fact. I cannot believe it to
be other than a typographical error. For
surely The Comrade is betterinformed upon
the subject of economics than to make the
gross-blunder of identifyingAﬁafcbism with
the person of J. P. Morgan.™'I cannot he-
lieve. you to be so densely ignorant of the
principles ‘and philosophy taught by the
AnarcHists, as knowingly to call the chief
of modern commercial piracy, their chief,
And how am I to-think you such a wilful
prevaricator of truth as to knowingly and
deliberately misrepresent the Anarchists by
such a shameful misrepresefftation? I can-’

not do it. I have too lofty an opinion of

The Comrade’s high regard for truth and

justice and of the honesty of its purpose to .

entertainfor a moment the thought that its
editor would knowingly write or sanc¢tion
the publication of an implication so vile.

But it is there, Mr. Editor; and I am one
that regrets very much its publication. For
sarely, such misrepresentation only belittles
the cause of Socialism in the eyes of fair,
broad-minded people, and is countenanced
only by narrow, bigoted fanatics, whose
unthinking zeal leads them into flagrant vio-
lations of every principle of progress and
truth.

What impression do you think the re ing
of that line will make upon such men as
Tolstoy, Carpenter, J. Wm, Lloyd, Ernest
Crosby, et al.,, whose writings keep The
Comrade in‘the front rank of radical jour="
nals, and who belieye so implicitly in truth
and freedom, and to whom Anarchism rep-
resents the highest ideal of mankind. Place
beside these the names of such valiant lovers
of their kind as Louise Michel, Reclus, Kro-
potkin, Parsons, Spies, Malatesta, et al,
and ask yourself if it is fair, honest, or any-
thing short of knavery or wanton igno-
rance to call Morgan their chief? I shudder
at the thought, and am dumbfounded to
see The Comrade author of such a blunder.

:But surely it must be a mistake ; and I hope

that steps will be taken at once to remoye
the stain it has made upon the sparkling
pages of The Comrade, and the reflections it
casts upon the fair name of its editor. :
S , Jax Fox.
[No notice, not even an acknowledgement
of this-letter was made by Mr.
The reasons are obvious. J.F.]

i

pargo.
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Outpost Echoes.

He who thinks revolts.

Civilization means abattle.

Slaves do not work, thc}'.fuil.

‘Worman does not live by sex alone.

Strikes are not crimes; but defense.

Darrow has finished roasting Baer.

Free love is as reasonable as free labor.

Handiwork is the work of a whole man.

Truth can explode abomb every morning.

Ideals are like cats; they have nine lives.

Many who call for peace have killed peaee,

Love is the blossom of life, f: eedom is the
root. °

Washington has been dead thousands-of
years.

The best of govemmen}s isbut benevolent
murder!

Lincoln's birthday sees Lincoln’s ideals
forgotten.

The measure of a man’s greatness is his
individuality.

Watered stock dampens the mad hopes of
the workers

Rockefeller is guarded by detect )'v
Where’s his God ? e

Anarchism is the science of minding solely
your own business.

A cause is not to be judged by the frailties
of its advocates.

. Those who are unwilling té trust freedom
cannot be trusted.

The world was not made for man; but
man ig remaking the world.

Thosé who begin by hating everything
will end by hating themselves. -

' Also to anyone"

<
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The *get-rich-quick” men are being ar-
~rested; that is the poorer ones.

The double standerd™of morals prov
that there is no standard atall. ~

E‘thmal culture is only another name for
the worship of fashion in conduct.

The \ strike commission has not struck
anything, nor even committed itself.

A full diuner pail does not make a full life
any more than a full water pail does.

Philosophy is the tribute that understand-
ing pays to mere ‘word juggling and shift-
ing.

Rockefeller has protested against trust
legislation; his protest failing, he wﬂl pay
for protectnon.

The civil war in Morocco seems a very un-
civil affair, but of course war is not assasina-
tion at all, you know.

@ Severa! capitalists are Baptists. Thisper-
haps accounts for the extensive watering of
the stocks which they possess.

The strike in Holland is at an end, but-not
the discontent, or the growing knowledge
which results at last in freedom.

Mark Hanna introduced a bill in the
Senate providing for the pensioning of ex-
slaves; only Negro slaves were referred to.

When, as in Spain lately, men must riot
in order to prove that they need bread,
nothing but a formidable show of arms will
keep the ‘‘ peace.”

The pessimism of Russian Literature seems
an fonexplicable matter to many literary
critics  An ¢scaped Siberian exile might en-
lighten them.

The greatest of wisdomris first to learn
how humanity was enslaved and thea to
learn how its chains may be most quickly
and thoroly broken.

It is on record now that Spain finally con-

ceded every demand of the Americangovern-

ment, and that McKinley suppressed the
facts to declare war. Noble McKiunley.

Another Chinese uprisingisfeared. What,
with all the good German, English, French
and American Christians among them, the
Chinese still doubt civilizition ?

It is openly and generally charged that
the anti-trust laws passed in this session of
Congress are mere subterfuges to delude the
people. Other laws delude without subter-
fuge. 2

State Socialism is a Socialism with a rob-
ber, the State, at the head of affairs; a peo-
ple that canonly be social under theshadow
of the club of government has its Socialism
yet to learn.

Education today is verv,mu&.h in the na-
ture of a sick man’s efforts to make his
fellow beings well and” hearty. Sweating
under the heavy burden of exploitation,
man is mstruatcd in the poor-arts of life.

The ideals of Anarchism have met every
criticism but this; that they are too high,
too uoble for men today. This admission
that government is low and ignoble is more
than we could have hoped for from our
masters.

The fact that a man cherishes an ideal,

-
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the fact that even he will die for that id:al,
furnishes no proof that he lives for it or will

T/hve for it; nor is it a wonder that those

who have been educated as slaves find their
minds outrunning their feet in escaping -
from slavery. AMERICUS.
f SRS e :
— By the Wayside. o
“Right-or _wrong, we will stick to the the-
ory of econcmic determinism,” said the edi-
tor of The International Socialist Review, re-

‘cently, and now the editor of The Comrade,

another “scientist,” retorts: “Wedo notbe-
lieve in the old fatalistic cry that Socialism
is inevitable as a result of economicdevelop-
ment.” Thus one “scicntific”’ proposition
after another tumbles down, and the faith
in State Socialism takes its place.

: * = *

Comrade John Most, having read Zollner’s
book against ‘“ Vivisection,” retorts: *The
mah se€ms to be a friend of animals, and
pictures with a heart-rending pen the pro-
fessorial cruelties displayed with animals in
their very often superfluous ‘studies.” But
what is the matter with the vivisection per-
petuated upon men! Here I do not think
of the operations which were sometime ago

proposed for ‘ traitors’ by the Kreuzzeitung,

and which are actually practised in China;
no! I have only those procedures before my
vision thru whichinnumerable men and chil-
dren, confined alive in the mines, factories,
etc., etc., are slowly tortured to death, in
order that the trusts may swell until they—
well, until they burst. To say nothing of .
the ‘doings of the black dung-beetles, who
vivisect the brains until nothing but relig-
ious pap is left and the *Lord of all Crea-
tion’ is transformed into a monster.”

® *
. L ] -

Because the workers had elected the mayor
in San Francisco over a year ago, one from
their own ranks, some journals of organized
labor fell into hysterical spasms of joy, pre-
dicting that the millenium would beinaugu-
rated at the metropolis of the Pacific coast.
But power corrupts, and all their hopes
have been frustrated. The office trans-
formed ‘the honest musician” into a cun-
ning politician, an * expensive luxury,” who
** has used the labor movement and his office
primarily to bring an era of unexampled
prosperity for all the masculine Schmitz’s
who are in town,” as The Star of San Fran-
cisco laments. Try another one, boys, until
you learn that not corrupt officials butgov-
ernment and the wage system must be re-
moved. INTERLOPER.

—— ) —

At the Chicago Philosophical Society.

In spite of the snow-sterm quite an au-
dience had gathered last Sunday to hear
Comrade Lucy E. Parsoms’ discourse on
“The Struggle for Liberty.” The savage
was a free man, according to the speaker,
who had only to contend with nature; but
with his mental development he began to
fear destructive natural phenomena, and

. not being able to understand the forces of

nature, gods were created in his mind. Chus
authority was established, and the man of
today had to struggle against tyranny and
superstition. Millions and millions of men
were slaughtered in every century, not for
the ptzrpose of _wplifting mankind, but for



he sake of conquest or to impose a super-
titious belief upon people. Christianity
ad given the slaves some hope for a better
ife—after death, yet Christianity had but
ittle mitigated the condition’ of slavery.
he reformation was a step toward relig-
jous freedom, the French Revolution a step
toward political liberty, and since political
liberty had been proven a failure even in a
republic, the present struggle was toachieve
economicfreedom by abolishing government.
But the reform movement needed a revival,
as the present reform movement was not

Anarchists and philosophers, who had, so to
say, killed the revolutionary spirit.

The reflection upon the present Anarchist
movement gave those present an ample op-
portunity for criticism. It was admitted
that a revival was necessary in the move-
ment, for many of the so-called revolation-
ists had still to learn that Anarchism also
meant a reformation of the individual and<
not only of conditions. The latter change
could not be achieved unless the individual
was ready to defy governmental and relig-
ious tyranny and to apply the ideal of free-
dom in his home and among associates. On
the surface it would appear that the move-
ment was not as fervid as in the past, but
the ideas had broadened and permeated cur-
rent literature to such an extent that any
book of merit freely expounds the Anarchist
ideal. If it was so that of the thousands of
revolutionary Anarchists only a few philoso-
phers had remained in the movement it was
casting reflections upon the “revolution-
ists,” showing that only the ‘‘philoso-
phers” had remained active. And whyisit,
asked a critic, that the revolutionary ele-
ment unfolds so little activity as not being
able even to counteract the activity of a few
‘ philosophers "’?

In conclusion Comrade Parsons first re-
peated that she believed the philosophers
had killed the revolutionary spirit in the
movement, but after a few moments she
contradicted her belief by stating ‘“that the
revolutionary Anarchists had crawled into
their holes since 1887."

Sunday, Feb. 22, Mrs. Warren Springer
will speak on *“The New Way,” and it will
certamly be interesting to hear what a rich
woman has to say on the social question.

L e
A Query.

Can there ever be a revolution without leaders? In
other words, will there ever be a time when the masses
shall become intelligent enough to understand the phil-
osophy of Anarchism and act sccordingly without
leaders? I, with my poor judgment, think that the e
vill always be leaders; but at the same time I recog-
nize that leaders, as such, always influence their fellow
men, which usually results in directorship and au-

thority. S. S. RicH.
REPLY.

!t all depends what is meant by revolu-
on, and leaders, In the conflict Between
the British and Americans Geo. Washington
was the leader of the war; but the turn of
“the revolution was influenged by such men
as Thomas Paine and others. The same
can be observed in the history of the French
Revolution, during which the progressive
element pushed the populace forward by
Speech and pen, while the chosen leaders
vested with power always tried to check the
demands of the revolutionists. The failure
of the Paris Commune dates from the day

N

revolutionary, but consisted of kid-glove

‘safety of the workers.
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when the people chose a body of men to con-
duct the affairs of the Commune.

The same phenomena can alsobeobserve,d .
in all political parties and labor organiza-

tions. The leaders will always oppose the
progressive element, fearing that theradical
demands will jeopardize both their positions
and the movement. Consequently leaders
become a stumbling-block to progress only

~when they are.given executive power and

the affairs of the people are entrusted to
them. When the intelligent people realize
this, leaders and governors are doomed.

What turn the coming conflict is going to
take nobody can fortell. But the more we
succeed in spreading our ideas, the more suc-
cessful the revolution will be. A. L

ANt
Here and There.

,Comrade G. Severino writes from Federal,
Pa.: “On the 13th of January our friend,
Peter Costélli, was killed in a/mine accident.
The cause of the accident was neglect of the
There was an in-
quest the next day to establish the respon-
sibility for the accident, but the coroner’s
jury and the mine_inspector showed them-
selves very blind. Well, we must come to

. the conclusion that some gold dust hasbeen

flying in the air, and obscured their vision.
Thedead manleavesbehind old parents who
are without support. The case has been
placed before a lawyer, but he says that
he can do nothing in behalf of the parents.
Such is the protection granted to laborers
by law.

Comrade F. Domela Nieuwenhuis, editor.
of the Free Socialist, writes us that the An-
archist movement in Holland is very lively.
There are now three weeklies and one semi-
weekly periodical in that little country,
and some others which sympathize with the
Anarchist ideal, Comrade Nieuwenhuis is
is of the opinion that the Anarchist move-
ment at present is most active in Holland
and Spain.

In\England the number of the unempluyed
is growing daily. In London thousands
are parading the streets begging for work
or bread, and the government is absolutely
indifferent to the sufferings of these unfortu-
nate, emusculated humanbeings. Butnoth-
ing else can be expected so long as the
workers patiently endure starvation.

— gy
Literature.

THeE NaTUurRaL Max. By J. W. Lloyd.
Prieth, Newark, N. J. Clotb, price, $1.

A story, a phxlosophy of life; a theory’ of
diet, and a religion in one—such is the con-
tents of this interesting book. Its author,
who is imbued with Anarchistic ideals, has
an enthusiasm for the natural life, and cre-
ates a character which interests us by its
daring, freshness, and manner of existence.

A man who is neither rich nor poor makes
himself a home among the rocks and trees
of a wilderness near a town, and there, half
naked, lives with birds, dogs, snakes, cattle,
and his horse ; engaging himself in primitive
industries, and gaining his living partly from
gathering fruits and nuts, and partly by
killing small game with bow and arrows.

He is a poet too: in fact he seems to care

more for poetry than for many things which
the world deems of first importance in the
economy of life.

Bmed\ict

Our hero is visited by an editd¥ for whom
he occasionally writes, and two young
women accompany that worthy;. to be de.
lighted of course by the primitive menage,

ith its neatness and touches of barbaric
- splendor. Nor arethey at all shocked by the

brown nakedness of the wild poet, whogoes
about stripped to the waist; but.are wholly ~
charmed. All listén intently as he . gives
an account of the impulse which possesses
him and lays before them his objections to
vegetarianism; the principle of his refined
pantheism, and a conception of the uses of
life. All are edified, if not convinced; and
indeed anyone properly constifuted, that is
with a love of individuality and a passion
for liberty, would be edified by following it
all in the book.

I, however, do not find Mr. Lloyd alto-
gether convincing in his thoughts about
diet; and what he tells the reader about his
new pantheism seems to me to stand sadly
in need of justification. Pantheism, in any
of its many forms seems tolack just the juice
necessary to give anyone an appetite for it;
that is, it seems to lack the principle of
recognizing differencesifi things—differences
with respect to truth and error, good and
bad, ete., and furnishes no hasis for a life of —
energy, ideals, resistance, or even love. Pan-
theism, as Bruno and Spinoza left it, seems
the aridist and most lacking in color of all
faiths.

But our author does not insist either that -
we shall eat meat, or accept his religion,
‘“but only that you should fearlessly and
gladly live your own life”; the life of free-
dom.

-When a man takes an attitude like this
we can all grasp his hand and then listen to
his tale: and so it may be said at the end
that this pretty book with its illuminated
title page, deckle edges, containing an inter-
esting tale, and a tender and serious mes-
sage, is well worth reading. W. F. B.

— ) B

LETTER-BOX,

S. T. B.—Thanks for copies of Tucker's Liberty.
is now on our exchange list. 2 o
W. D, City.—When the “editor’’ is manager, com- -
positor, etc., etc., there is very little time left for him

to {*write more extensively on current events.”

B. W. R., New York.—The paper is mailed regularly -+
on Thu sday or Friday, and it ought to reach you on
Monday or Tuesday. Remonstrate at your post office.

H. C. R. Bennington, Kan.—Wearenot aware of any
arrangements being made for a conference of comrades
at the St. Louis Exposition; but it is an idea worth
considering.

J. P. M., Columbus, 0.—Your article contains sothe
interesting suggestions in support of Comrade James’
theory; but we think enough has been said regardi' g
the Czolgosz controversy.

Jack Oliver. It is pertinentto tell you that you have
abandoned the discussion of free love and are rdising
an entirely new issue, viz., that of invasion. One
thing at a time. Free love has been vindicated.

In tcruatmnal Propaganda Group, New York.—We

- are alwaya pleased to publish meeting announcements;
but your letter came too late for insertion last week.
Bear in mind that our forms are sent to ‘the pess on
Wednesday morning, and all matters intended for pub-
lication should reach here Tuesday at'the latest.

Leroy Berrier.—You have wholly missed the point of
the review, which was that, true or false, your ideas
ought to have been presented with amplitude of dem-
onstration (your workisa text book) instead of withso
mfich ipse dixitism. In matters of so great importance,
and about which there is sb much contryversy, dogma
should be avoided. The moon may be made of green
cheese, but only evidence can make us believe it.

It




A Vindication of Anarchism.
. IV (continued.)

A certain difficulty about tracing The de-
pression of civilization by serfdom arises
from common prepossession that at the dis-

- solution of the Western Romafi’ Empire in
the fifth century, civilization was already as
much depressed as it could be. This, how-
ever, was by no means.the case. The great
Roman cities were still in a tolerably flaur-
ishing condition. The great Roman estates
still preserved the magnificence and hospi,
tality of Roman aristocratic life in the coun-
try. (See the pictures given:by Sidonius in
Hodgkin's ‘“Italy and her Invaders.””) The
Church still possessed afair share of ancient
learning ; and, as proved by the writings of
Boetius, this was not confined to ecclesias-
tics. The poor class of rustic freemen had
not all sunk into serflom. This. institution
enormously increased during the eighth and
ninth centuries, when Europe was ravaged
from all sides by the Saracens, the Scandi-
navians, and the Hungarians; and when the
feudal system, sown by theemperors, sprang
full blown from the weakness of general or
royal, as compared with that of local aris-
tocratic government. (Hallam’s “Middle
Ages” traces the process.) Knowledge, ex-
cept among the Culdees, appears to have
reached its lowest point in the seventh cen-
tury~(Ib.) Allodial land was mostly made

dal about the time of Charles Martel, in
the eighth. The barons fortified themselves
and attained the acme of their independent
tyranny in the ninth. Thogiving exact dates
to great changes is impossible, it must have
been about then that the serf system reached
its highest developrilent. The darkest year
in European history was, beyond all ques-
tion 1000 A. D., when universal expectation
of the Last Day had caused even agriculture
tobe neglected, so that famine and pestilence

~ closed the scene. For most lurid pictures of

these horrors, as well as ample corrobora.-
tion of the above statements, consult Mich-
elet’s ‘“History of France.” From the be-
ginning of the eleventh century, when citizen
life began encroaching on serfdom, improve-
ment, fitfully seen before among the Culdees
and at the court -of the Frankish emperors
who patronized them, becomes reasonably
steady ; and after the Black Deathitis rapid.
Maitland, in his book on the Dark Ages, has
shown that they possessed more civilization
thiuout than has been commorily supposed.
But the great intellectual advance is well
known to have followed the general discon-
tinuance of serf tenures in the fourteenth
century. Between this period and the Re-
formation, it is Hallam’s opinion that the
real wages of labor, the chief measure of
proletarian welfare, were higher than they
have commonly been since. . The same view
is cautiously hinted by Froude in his ** His.
tory of England,” and maintained by Cob.
bett, in his so-called history of the Reforma-
tien, with absurd exaggeration, but not
without very considerable statistical
grounds. ‘The improvement from country
to country keeps very even pace with the
decline of serfdom. - Till after the Reforma-
tion, it was always most pronounced in
Spain, where a general permanent crusade
made every peasant a warrior too bold to
.be oppressed. Later, but in a very striking
:}qannet, it appears among the Flemings, the
\ X

FREE SOCIETY. =
Italians, and the Getin#.ns of those States

where, as in Flanders and Italy, the nobles
‘had been humbled by the cities. InEngland

there is little sign of it before the Black ~therefore, the protectionist reasons, we saye

ath; and France, where despite ineffectual
decrees, the institution lingered longer, was
~ still more backward. In one respect alone
- (the arts connected with religion) do we
everywhere find a sensible progress 'before
serfdom began to decline ; and that progress
was mainly in the cities, where serfdom did
notexist., Altho medieval serfdom furnishes
/uch the largest’and most important ex-
ample, similar systems have, as previously
stated, prevailed in various countries; and
what we know about them, tho it may
hardly afford sufficient basis for a general
induction, gives very §imilar impressions.
The helots were serfs; and Sparta, whose
institutions alone were based on helotage,
was the most backward State in ancient
Greece. See all the accounts of it in Grote’s
great work; and Macaulay’s review of Mit-
ford may.also be consulted.
Unlike chattel slavery, the caste system is
compatible with great longevity in a civili-
zation founded on #.* But its effects are

. terribly depressing. Caste prepared the way —branches of technical skill reach, indeed,

for slavery in Egypt, and it appears to be
“doing the same in India.+ The manners in
which it operates to impede the normal ad-
vante;of mankind are not very difficult sub-
jects for the student. "The natural division
of labor, so highly praisel by economists,
springs from, and in turn reacts upon, the
jntinct of saving labor. ‘‘Men seek to sat-
isfy their desires with the least exertion,” is
the fundamental economic maxim; and it is
a manifest truth, because it only translates
into subjective phraseology the mechanical
law that motion follows the line of least re-
sistance.. Corn is grown in our Middle
States and-champagne is made in France,
because these products can be obtained each
from its own country with less labor than
.can another. Yet attempts might be made
at producing champagne in America or
growing corn to export in France, but that
experience teaches it is more profitable to
import what.does not suit the climate and
other conditions than to raise it. A dis.

®.Slavery continued to be the curse of Egypt long
after her old fns'itutions were gone; but the new ones
founded on it have proved equally perishable.

t Itis among the open secrets that the African slave
trade is increasing. Tho it began in the demand for
slaves made by the American colonies, the domestic
branch, as-with most other trades, is much larger than
the foreign. On this, abolition has had no effect. The
slaves, captured in the interior by parties of Arab ad-
venturers from Egypt, Zanzibar, and other countries

ox the coasts, are first employed in carrying thither
ivory, which the same Arabs obtain by shooting ele-
phants. A large number perishes en route. Many more
are easily sald to farmers in the coast countries, where
slavery exists tho the trade in slaves is ineffectually
-prohibited. The surplus are shipged, with moreor less
risk from the patrol, across thosf narrow seas which
separate Africa from Arabia and Madagascar The
home market in Arabia has long been overstocked, and
-accordingly a great many Negro slaves are sold from
thence to further eastern countries, principally Persia.

- Now, however, Persia has more than she needs, and
has begun sending themon into India, to the embar-
assment of the Ewg‘li::, who never took measures to
procure the abolition of slavery in that country, where
it existed only on a small scale.

¥ This was recogniz*d by thinkers as I« ng ago as
Virgil's time

Nnone vides, eroceos ut Tmelus odores,
India mittit ebur, molles sua thura Sabai;

€

-the difficulty of getting anything consider-

/

torted acquaintance with these truth
underlies the fallacy of protection——becauk
something can possibly be raised at home

expenses by producing it ourselves, ang if
the troublesome fact is that we may mport
cheaper, then the advantage of home pro-
duction must be secured—by imposinga tgy
on foreign goods! In somewhat similaf
fashion the legislators of caste had no douht
a dim perception that division of labor pays;
which benefit they ‘sought to secure by di-
viding employments artificially. But like
other artificial parodies of those thi;lgs which
come naturally, if good at all, the system
produces effects widely different from those
on whose account it might seem to be con,
mendable. Becauseno Hindoo willdo work
which is not included in his hereditary trade,

able done is enormous. While this entailsa
loss wpon the employer, it puts nothing into
the pockets of the proletaires.  Néw indus.
tries are impracticable; old are overstocked,
Wages are actually reduced to the minimum
not only at which laborers will live and re.
produce but at which they can, A fey

marvelous perfection; but it isa stereotyped
perfection, achieved long ago; and there is
no general improvement, :

Usury, according to a previous generaliza-
tion, attains itsdevouring maximam amidst
universal stagnation. At the same time,
the lowness of wages allows free scope to
exactions by the owners of land, which, as
before shown, are widely different from eco-
nomic (‘*‘farmer’s’’) rent. The extreme pov-
erty of the people puts.rebellion out of their
power; for to cease working is to perish.
Worstof all, thesy stem, wherever it appears,
is bound up with superstition. The real
aim of caste legislation in India was very
evidently to restrict amalgamation of races;
and this was probably also the case in
Egypt. But the prejudices of the lower race
as well as the upper, favor such restraints,
which readily work into one texture with
the ritual of race religion. A recent very in-
telligent traveler (Julian Hawthorne, in the
Cosmopolitan) lays the last great Indian
famine, which it was the purpose of his jour-
ney to see,upon the high usury of India;
and the leech-like bite of usury he attributes
to the expenses of caste. Earlier writers,
familiar with Indian-affairs, so far sustain
this remarkable view as to say thatitis
chiefly financial famines which desolate the
very country whither, since the days of the
Roman Empire, money has been”constantly
flowing from Europe, but whence it never
returns. Certainly the famines should not
be attributed to a peculiarity of the agricul-
tural method, as by Macaulay, (essay on
Lord Clive’s biography *); for thefirstgreat

At Chalybes m'di‘femm, virosaque Pontus

Castorea, Eliadum palmas Epirus equarum ?
Continuo has leges, aternaque foedera, certis
Imposuit natura locis, quo tempore prinum
Dencalion vacuum lapides jactavit in orbem,
Unde homines nati, durum genus.
“Georgica,” I, 56-63.
* The cause he assigns is that every family lives di

rectly on the produce of its own garden patch, so that’

a comrmon failure of the principal crop means starva-
tion. But why have the Hindoos so little exchange?
Want of currency parily explains this.  Want ot cur-
rency in that very country which always imports and
never.exports money, must be due to hoarding. Hoard-

“~




¢ recorded wasin thereign of Aurungzebe,
+ which time India had possessed its pres-
t civilization for three thousand years;
ot upon a peculiarity of English rule; for
he English had no power in India until
Lfter the death of Au!‘ungﬁebe. But as a
ast result of Indian usury kept up hy caste,
‘financial famine’ is at least conceivable.
And here we seem to reach tHe gate beyond
hich there is no hope—the caste system
ontinues to oppress India betause the peo-
ole of India like caste.* Againstithis beet-
ling crag in the way of human prog-
ress, Buddhism, Mahometanism, Parseeism,
Christianity, and Secularism, have hurled
themselves, perhaps not without some visi-
ble effect, but certainly as yet without suc-
cess. The subject possesses a peculiarly ser-
ious interest for us, because in animportant
part of our own country, conditions very
similar to those whick produced the caste
systems of India and Egypt, appear to be

creating something by no means unlike it..

Because the whites, and to a less extent the
Negros, have a prejudice against miscegena-
tion, the two races, inhabiting the same
country, must be separated by artificial bar-
riers. Unlimited association, even to the
point of concubinage, may, it should be ob-
served, be practised with little or no cen-
sure, provided the pride of the whiteisgrati-
fied by ability to regard the Negrp with

whom he is so very familiar as a servant,.

while that of the Negro is not mortified by
exaltation of his fellow servant into some-
thing socially 1aore distinguished. But as-
sociation suggesting equality (it is difficult
in the chief seat of amalgamation to con-
sider such things with perfect gravity) must
be barred by positive law or stringent eti-
quette. There must be separate schools.
conveyances, churches! cemeteries! taverns,
drinking shops; and occupations suitable
for the white must be held unfit for the
Negro. The ridiculous vanity which under-
lies all this, goes further; and the simple
distinction of whice and black ramifies into
finer lines between mulatto and quadroon,
nay between ‘‘free nigger” or descendent of
“free nigger” and freedman or descendent
of slaves. It was necessary to enlarge on
this for the purpose of showing that caste,
tho a curse imposed on a nation by its own
folly, has the nature of a system established

ing was practised by the native princes as a po'itical
and military resort; but it is certainly encouraged by
high usury, and high usury by the expenses which re-
ligious usages, bound up with the caste system, im-

. Pose upon a very poor population Of course, Indian
usury is not at all **le. itimate business.”” It is not ex-
pected that liens will be paid off but that they will be-
come permavent. Thus the bulk of the pcople are re-
duced to a sort of peonage, as in Mexico.

* Numerous misapprehensions about the castes are
common here, The code of Menu only recognizes four
of these social rapks and two of them are practically
extinet. Thus thg system “which makes every trade a
caste, is modern.§ It has grown out of the instincts of
the people. Neither is there, as commonly supposed,
any absolute prohibition against intermarriage be-
tween castes or change of occupation : on thecontrary,
the laws provide for both; and mixed castes are nu-

merous; but all such processes are hampered by cere- -

monieyand costs. That the people are attached to the
system is proved, not merely=by the fact that only a
minority ever adopted Mahometanism or Christianity ;
“but that caste manages in a great degree to perpetuate
itself even among natjves professing other creéds than
the Brahminical. Cofsult for very full and conc se de-
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by authority; and is in no way connected
with any aversion which the races as indi-
viduals may feel for one another; nor de-
pendent on how raré or common such aver-
sion actually is. /

The authority exercised over the fainds of
posterity by a venerated igdividual has its
great example in China. As even adopting
Mahometanism, Christianity or agnosti-
cism, scarcely avails to liberate a Hindoo
-from the fetters of caste ; so,thothemajority
of Chinese are Buddhists and a considerable
‘minority Taoists, religions despised by the
true disciples of Confucius; tho a foreign
dynasty occupies the throne, and a sangui-
nary tyranny most alien to the mild philoso-
phy of the native sage has been introduced
by the Tartar conquerors into almost every
part of theiradministration; yetthe Chinese
etiquette, -ceremonial, worship, education,
jurisprudence, established by Confucius, are
objects of universal regard; and travelers
tell us that the existing civilization must be
torn up by the roots before his people come
to think that there can be any realimprove-
ment on his models.* The effect of this per-
sonal idolatry in depressing Chinese intelli-
gence has been remarked by every writer.
The Chinese were once a most original peo-
ple; for they have anticipated almost all
our inventions. But they perfect nothing;
and for centuries they have invented noth-
ing. It is difficult to teach a Chinaman a
new art, because he never asks the purpose
of anything; but nothing is easier for him
than to copy a new model, because copying
with docile accuracy is what he has always
been used to do. The result of this depend-
ence upon other people’s bruing is that the
Chinese, having long since outgrown the
capacities of their ancient arts, are in a
state of true decline. They are growing
poorer, large portions of the country are re-
lapsing into wilderness, defense against for-
eign invasion appears no longer practicable;
but bad as all this is, their situation might
“be worse; for the one hope that Chinese
civilization may escape the fate of Egyptian
or Roman is in Chinamen’s being cured of
that inordinate national conceit which
makes them regard even those foreign
arts to whose value they cannot ‘he
quite insensible, as the mere lucky hits of
barbarians who were never taught funda-
mental principles. On a smaller scale and
to a lesser extent, it would be easy to find
endless examples of a like sequence in causes
and effects. Aristotle, during a great part
of the Middle Ages, was almost the Confu-
cius of Europe; and the progress of Europe
since then measures the extent to which his
influence has declined, altho he was perhaps

the greatest, sucely, to adopt a favorite-

anachronism of Grote’s, the most Baconian
among all the ancient sages. What Aristotle
wag to philosophy, Galen was to medicine,
till'the advance of inductive science affected
this most valuable of all the arts. That
these and other great men have had the ill-
luck to be immortalized verylargely by their
mistakes, is a circumstance often described
as remarkable, but in fact perfectly natural.
A gieat man’s authority is not needed to

* For views of Confucius’ infl , see the
Encyclopadeia Brittanica, article “China, and the vol-
umne “ Confucianism and Taoism,” in * Non-Christian

t E{LMngierWilli iis, “Hin 'uism,” also Eucyclopedi
Bnm“nka}\gﬂ/’cié“{(:ule." -
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perpetuate his discoveries. They stand on
their own footing, for after ages as they did
for him. It is only his errors which those
who submit to the authority must cite him
for; and accordingly such worshippers are
the worst_tributaries to his memory. It is
evident, merely civic Anarchy canhot cor-
rect evils like these. I refer tothem because

_ the capital impediment with which Anarch-

ismhas to contend is the disposition of man-
kind to go by authority ; and because their
effects are witnesses that authority is a
malign influence, which never hinders man
from going wrong and always hinders him
from going right.

It is quite a commonplace that religious!
authority is unfavorable to original think-
ing in general, but particularly to physical
researches, and therefore to progress, which
has been conditioned principally by increase
in knowledge of natural law. The reasons
usually given—as that religion isfounded on
faith, while the first step towards attaining
knowledge is doubt—are, however, almost
too off-hand and a priori to be satisfactory.
Faith has reference chiefly if not wholly to
matters admitted outside the sphere within
which knowledge can be attained. Why,
then, should it quarrel with doubt in an-
other sphere? The State religion of Rome
under the pagan emperors was a political
institution having very little to do with
faith. Yet it persecuted the original thought
of that time (Christianity) with cruelty
which, tho usually exaggerated, has never
been actually surpassed except by Christian
bigots; and timés were then very unfayor-
able to physical duriosity,—nowhere more
so than among the Christians. Agairisome
religions are clearly less averse to science
than others; and those which answer this
description, as Buddhism and _Taoism are
by no means always the least dogmatical
or superstitious. C. L. JAMES.

(To be continued.) &
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Clippings.

No woman can be ‘“‘ruined"” by a man;
public opinion does the ruining.

Many of the greatest man of history were
born out of wedlock. Are we then to con
clude that natureisan Anarchist 7—Ironicus,
in Lucifer.

* »
- -

There seems to me to be a painful inability in our
city churches to deal with the problem of churching
the- toiling masses. The Christian church, -however,
has the power and authority to secure legislation, and
we should have such laws upon our statute hooks as
wonld cofupel the laboring men and their women to
attend God's services on Sunday. Without a compul-
pulsory attendance law our churches will continue to
dwindle in membership, and therefore I ask, If it not be
high time our. Christian soldiers acted.—Rev. Eugene
B. Willard, of Boston.

Good. Let us have legislation of this kind
by all means. But do not let us be sur-
prised if the saloop-keepers (who are also
quite influéntial with legislatures) come
along and demand a law which makes it
imperative for laboring men and their wives
to attend Bacchus services once & week.
And then a few more such laws and no fur-
ther legislation will be required to send the
entire laboring class to lunatic asylums and
jails, which are already comfortably filled,
thanks to the deluge of foollaws with which
this country is blessed.—7he Whim.
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