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Comments,

The quadrennial farce is again upon us. In
no past campaign has the futility of voting

en quite so obvious. Not one party in the
field even leans toward the fundamental prin-
ciple of liberty. It is hard to see how even the
most gullible can hope for anything thru poli-
tics. A brief glance at each of the parties
will show that there is no place in any one of
them for any worker for a free society.

What'of the Republican party? It’s cut and
dried convention effectualy proved the lack of
individuality on the part of its followers. As
murderer Taylor of Kentucky was its guest of
honor four years ago, so the unspeakable
monster, Peabody of Colorado, was this year
among the prominent delegates. Militarism,
itliperélism\ind the general stifling of free
speech and American liberty, are practically
endorsed by it; and Roosevelt, the incarnation
of these vicious principles, is its unanimous
choice. The Colorado tyranny is only a sample
of ‘what the Republican party is preparing. In
the last six years, it has struck more fatal
bld(\¥‘s-against liberty than this country has
ever witnessed in an equal period. -And all
it promises is to keep on in the same way.
There™is not a word of progress in any direc-
tion. 'The trusts, the banks, the army, and a'l
the great labor-hating and freedom-abhorring
influences dominate its every act. No amount
of sophistery can disguise the fact that a vote
for the Republican party is a vote for the most
unblushing tyranny.

Ts the Democratic party any better? In its
late convention, it presented the humiliatng
spectacle of an opposition party with literally
no coherant policy. Its platform is the weakest
and most palpably insincere ever written. On
no great issue does it express itself with con-
vincing vigor. For its candidate, it has chosen
a tool of Wall St., with no other policy than
that of doing well the bidding of his masters.
About the orly positive stand taken by the
party, in which the conservative Cleveland, the
radical Bryan, and the fakir Hearst, all agree,
is in stooping to the utter vileness of race pre-
judice. The one thing toward which all true
reformers and radicals are striving is the reali-
zation of human brotherhood. Hence all such
must avoid the Democratic party, which favors
the shamefiil principle of race discrimination—
denying human rights to a man, simply because
his skin happens to be black. Nor is this crime
atoned for by any compensating virtue. No
step toward liberty is even suggested by the
party, which seeks to creep into power. It is

~ full of criticism and abuse of its rival, but

offers nothing better. The lust of power and
s

~

motives by which it is sway&l. No Liberal has
any business in such company. |

Coming to the smaller parties, the gal-
vanized Populist corpse is too putrid to allow
much lingering. Its superficial toying with
appearances, while real issues are allowedrto go
unheeded, places it entirely out of considera-
tion. As if this were not enough, this preten-
ded reform party has nominated for presi-
dent Tom Watson, a man who has of late ren-
dered himself particularly conspicuous as an
exponent of race prejudice. *With the Demo-
crats and Populist both their knees before
the Negro haters and Iynging mobs, even the
least radical reformers can'see that such lea-
dership points backward toward barbarism,
not forward toward a’higher civilization.

The Prohibitionists ate, of course, not to be
considered from a libertarian standpoint. With
a real desire to do humanity good, they invoke
the most dangerous of principles. Dealing
with mere effects, they leave the* cause alto-
gether untouched. They would overthrow
our #whole social environment. Of the
real dangers which ™ menace our land, they
are almost grotesquely ignorant. Their
whole tendency is toward the gigantic
crime of a union of church and state.
For vice-president they have nominated a mil-
lionaire monopolist, connected with one of the
most criminal trusts in the country. Decidedly,
that way is barred to Liberals.

What remains but the Socialists? I have no
hostility~toward them. In fact, I like and re-
spect the greater number of them. They are
earnest and devoted, toiling with heart and
soul"to bring in a new and better industrial
system. But they, too, afford no guarantee to
liberty. They exhibit the same propensity to
majority tyranny that is seen in other parties.
Their success would increase the power of the
state, at the expense of individuals; and their
mechanical view of society would imply even
less flexibility than at present prevails. Good
intentions will not make bad methods good.
The new wine of industrial freedom cannot be
put into the old bottle of governmentalism.

Qutside of all this confusion stand the An-
archists, working along the fundamental line
of education. Social progress, like every other
life manifestation, ‘must develop from within
out, We cannot have co-operation without co-
operators, nor a free society without free men
and women. Prepare the soil, and sow the
seed, and the harvest will follow in due time.
Only thru thg higher development of individ-
uality can social chahge become an actuality.
Political intrigue has its fascination. It is
noisy and showy, and does nothing with as
much eclat as if it were overturning the world.

P

dom.

But as a really profitable expenditure of en-
ergy, it is null and void. Only the‘working of
the leaven can affect the social consciousness.
quickly discerned and seized, when sentiment
and intelligence are ripe. The thoughtful will
leave brass bands and wire-pulling to less ad-
vanced minds, and devote themselves to the
deeper work of education along lines of free-
James F. Morrow, Jr.

The Coming of Life.
“But what is he guilty of?” said Pilate. But they
only criéd the louder: “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Imtdeed, what was he guilty of? He be-
longed to that strange race that have visions
at night and dreams by day; whose spirit
penetrates higher and whose eyes see further;
whose thoughts are grander than those of the
rest, and whose language is that of the true
poet, and though incomprehensible to the rab-
ble, a prophet he stood there.

What was his crime? He saw and he spoke.
From above the stars he was imagining free-
dom descending to the earth, while from his
lips he announced the approach of a happier
morrow. “It is dawning!”

The morrow will be the grand day, when at
last man will clasp the glad hand of his fellow-
marn. Fettfr.: will be broken, dead will be the
brutishness #nd the malice in man. The “order
of to-day” has been regaled to the rubbish of
the passed. On the morrow there will burst
forth the flaming Sunrise of love and liberty
in all its splendor, while ithe spectre of dark-
ness, hatred, fear, tyranny, and all that crept
and crawled under the black mantle of the lie
will perish—smitten by the eternal light of
truth at last! g

What was the prophet’s guilt? Why, he
sang the hymns of to-morrow ; he practiced the
“immorality” of tomorrow ; he approved of the
sensation of to-morrow ; he shed tears of joy in
anticipation of the happy morrow. His “guilt”
was that he despised the high priests, and
hated the Pharises. The Scribes he opposed
with a free will and a free spirit. The sol-
diers he cursed for their violence. The judges
he denounced for their assumed authority over -
their fellow-beings. The legislators he ex-
horted to manage themselves, and not th¢
affairs of others. For the exploiters he
preached the revolt unceasingly among
exploited, whom he bid, to rule themselves
instead of being rulgd-and exploited by others.

And the prophet has not lived in vain, In
spite of the cross he was nailed to, he did not
die. His spirit lives, tho’ deep the crypt and
heavy the slab and obscure the sepulchre, he
marked out -distinctly the_ideal to follow and
he fixed the goal. The prophet always has his
posterity. His race is unextinguishable—they ,J
live not for “to-day,” but for the morrow. S
Translated from L’Ere Nowvélle, by F. C_E.

Armand. /
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By the Wayside.

According to, the Freiheit, Comrade Me-
Queen is in a cheerful mood in the New Jersey
penitentiary. He has been given a position as
a clerk in a manufacturing establishment and
has fittle to do. He is determined to study in
order to be prepared for an efficient and vigor-
ous propaganda after his release. ‘Those who
would like to loan him books should communi-
cate with H. Gossweiler, 325 E: 75th St., New
York. His address is: W. McQueen, State
Prison, Trenton, N. J.

* & %

It is gratifying, says the Freiheit, that the
workers in Paterson are finally takinginterest
in McQueen's case. 'The National Labor Stan-
dard recently published a letter of the prisoner,
and- the editor commented upon it in a yery
sympathetic spirit. A movement is on foot or
the purpose of procuring Comrade McQueen’s
release, and, judging from appearances, the
efforts will not be made in vain, The sentiment
regarding McQueen’s culpability in causing
the strike riots has completely changed in
Paterson, and the general opinion is now pre-
vailing that he is innocently suffering imprison-
ment,

* % &

A “divine” of this city has recently dis.
covered that the Anarchists and Socialists are
the real culprits of social disturbances, taking
advantage of the freedom of speech and press.
Altho this is rather a flattering accusation, in-
dicating that the “culprits” are the heralds of
progress and freedom, I would nevertheless
like to remind this reverend gentleman that
there was a time when Jesus, whom he profes-
ses to, worship, was “the real culprit of social
disturbances,” if we are to believe the writings
of the divines, and was crucified as a political
Ariminal. Besides, even some’of the “divines”
are sowing the seed of discontent nowadays, as
the divine/éiq\gather from the dailies. As
far as fifty years ago the Reverend Doctor
Paley said of our system of robbery: “If one

. lot, reserving nothing for the

- tells the toiling slaves.
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ﬁock of pigeons workmg 'wﬁth

. .might and main,gathering together a pile of
~/ corn'and then titrning it all over to one pigeon,

and that perhaps the poorest and weakest inthe
elves, and then
sitting around all winter shivering and star-
ving, while the other was devouring, throwing
about and wasting the fruits of their toil ; and

Af one pigeon more hardy than the rest.should, .

when driven by the pangs of hunger, dare to
touch a grain, the rest springing upon him
and tearing him limb from limb, we would
have a fair example of what mankind is doing
at the present day.”

* & %

“Avarice, our greatest curse will (‘c\lisappea:
when science shall have made it impossible for
any willing man to lack the comforts of life,”
the New York Evening Journal com&jngly
A great number of the

drudges will certainly accept the inference that
they are doomed to suffer because the means of
production -are still insufficient, but some ot
them may remember, _héwever, that similar
predictions were being made many centuries
ago, yet the promised savior (science) had
never the ghost of a chance to make the idlers
get off the backs of the under-dog. The ancient
philosophers predicted the disappearance ot
slavery when it was discovered that warer-
power could be substituted for hana-power.
Today almost every implement of production
is set in motion either by water, steam or
electricity, yet we have the POor and drudging
slaves still with us. Decades ago Dr. Hertzka
figured out that, if every ablebodied man would
be put to work, the amount that was consumeaq
by mankind at the time of his writing cou}d
be produced by working only twenty-two
minutes a day.
machinery has been going on rapidly, and the
facilities of production are such that, if it
were not for monopoly,
comparative luxury and ease. But the insti-
tution of property in natpral resources and the
means of production ‘and distribution, upheld
by organized violence —\“good government”
— have prevented an equitable readjustment
of things. Abolish property and government,
and there will be plenty for every human
being.
* k%
Russia is in mourning. One of its beloved
writers, Anton Tschechoff, is dead. It is not
_official Russia that bewails his death, but that
element in Russia which struggles for the de-
liverance of mankind. Even the most conserv-
ative press in Russia admits that the country
has lost in Tschechoff a man who deeply penc-
trated the mental make-up (the so-called soul)
of man. Coming from the peasantry, and
having lived in his early youth among the
drudging toilers of the harbor in Taganr A
desire to ameliorate the conditions of mankind
arose in him before he entered the struggle of
life. After having graduated as a physician,
he devoted himself also to the diseased social
body. He vividly portrayed and satirized the
Russian bourgeoisie, — a generation without
any vigor and aspirations. Like Diogenes, he
looked in vain for a man — even among the
professors, the teachers of the coming gener-
ation: Everywhere he saw only living beings
hidden in shells. “We have absolutely nothing”,
says one of his heroes. “In order to live in the

Since then the invention of.

‘e
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present, we must ﬁr.st‘atone_‘foyr -the past —
put.an end to it.” These words contain his
program. He did not support any party pro-
gram or any definite tendencies, He had made
it his task to show his countrymen their shal.
lowness. and ‘the mire in . which they were
wallowing, believing thag only a general eleva-
tion of the people could bring about the desir-
able liberation. Many of his critics have called
him a pessimist,—a man who wasted his talent
with the portrayal of every-day man, void of
all characteristics. But this was not Tschech-
off’s fault. There was hardly any other ma-

-terial in Russia during the last two decades,

And if he has Here and there expressed pessi-
mistic sentiments, these have never developed
into despair and indifference.” Behind his
scath.ing, sarcasm and ridicule with which he
exposes the life of his countrymen”, says a
German critic,” is hidden deep and tender sad-
ness, and his strokes with the lash are fo!lo\wed
by the exhortations of the gentle educator. 2 1M
He was a physician of the soul, a psychologist,
an inquirer of the intricated paths of human
erratic wanderings and aspirations.” Tschech-
off was born in 1860.
* ok %k £ .

"Property is robbery! That is the war-cry
of 93! That is the signal of revolutions!”
wrote Proudhon some sixty years ago; and
today the exploiters of this country are given
the toilers such object lessons in property
rights that cannot fail to open the eyes even
of the most benighted specimens of drudging
humanity. Encouraged by the tyrannical and
arbitrary procedure of the “servants of the
people” in Colorado against the miners, the
mine-owner, Leiter, of Illinois, is endeavorin
to prove to the world that Proudhon was cor-
rect when he stigmatized the proprietor as “an

’ essentially libidinous animal, without virtue or
~shame.” When the union men refused to work
mankind could live in ~in his mines for lower wages, they were driven

from the houses, the town Ziegler was fortified,
and only those were permitted to enter the
town that had not violated the dictates of his
majesty. According to law and court decisions,
the street of a city or town are public property,
but that does not concern Leiter. There is also
a postoffice on the premises of this money-lord,
and the union men are not permitted to receive
their mail, thus interfering with the United
States mail service, which would have been
sufficient to bring troops to the scene if the
workers had been the culprits. But Uncle Sam
is conspicuously lenient with the weak property
holders, and it is no wonder that a federal
judge, Humphrey, has issued an injunction
forbidding the strikers to talk with the strike-
breakers. “The united miners could now easily
avail themselves of this opportunity”, says'the
German Socialist weekly, Neues Leben, “to
find out whether property rights, as exercized
by Leiter, are also conceded to the workers.
They could purchase a strip of land — 3 to 400
feet — around the town Ziegler, erect houses,
and incorporate the town Circleville. All com-
munications with Ziegler and its inhabitants
should be strictly prohibited, and My Leiter
and his friends could remain in theirftown in-
disturbed. How long do you think 1d the
‘honorable’ authorities of Illinois tolerate such
state of affairs before tifey would find them
‘unprecedented and intolerable’ and take
measures against the ‘tyranny of th}workerS’ i

~d
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The Anti-Military Congress,
The'international ~anti—military‘ congress, held
in Amsterdam, Holland, at the end of June,
was attended by delegates of labor ofganiza-
tions of Holland, France, Belgium, Spain, Por-
tugal, Switzerland, and Bohemia. |

F. Domela Nieuwenhuis was the chairman,
and the following is the gist of his introductory
remarks : z ;

The possessing classes derive advantages
from militarism by being protected in their
social positions, by the application of force, and
by preserving so-called order. But what kind
of “order”? The capitalist order which always
proves to be the greatest disorder. Anti-mili-
tarism wants the reverse. But anti-militarism
must be international or else it is of no avail.
Confined to a nation it must necessarily remain
a nonentity. Our aim is to call into life a new

teract the black International, the prop of re-
action, spreading ignorance and obscurant-
ism, hatred and strife ; to counteract the Inter-
national ©f the financiers, whose patriotism
{ aoes not shrink from serving those nations that
‘are at war with their own country if thereby
they can fill their pockets. We trust in
the red International of the workers—one that
is for peace. For labor and war are hostile to
cach other. Labor is a blessing, while war is
a curse. War is against the iaterest of labor
and therefare it remains for the toilers to abol-
ish it~ The armies must be met with a univer-
sal strike. Had the International Socialist con-
gress, held thirteen years ago in Brussels, car-
ried the motion to go onra general strike in
case a nation should declare war, and a vig-
orous propaganda had been made during the
last decade, the cause of labor would be in a
much better state than is now the case. But
Dbetter late than never. It is high time that the
toilers begin to oppose militarism and expose
the hypocritical peace congresses at The
Hague. And when we are ridiculued as ideal-
ists and utopians, I say: “To be sure, we are
idealists. It is better to dig, for an ideal than
to live without any aspirations whatsoever;
better to die as a man than to live as a brute.”

The folowing are some of the resolutions
passed by the delegates: \

1. — The establishment of ah International
Anti-Military Workingmen's Association. It's
motto to be: Neither a man nor_a penny for
militarism.

‘ 2. — The association to consist of national
and local groups, which are to be represented
by an International Committee, consisting of
two members from every nation. The secretary
of this temporary committee is F. Demola
Nieuwenhius, Schookhaan 12, Hilversum, Hot-
land.

3. — The next congress to take place in Ox-
fore, England, in June, 1905.

4. — The committee is intrusted to issue an
appeal to women, explaining to them why they
should join hands with those who struggle
against the Moloch Militarism.

5.—In order to disseminate the idea of anti-
militarism, the committee is instructed to'com-
municate with the trades unions and working-
mens’ associations, thus trying to make propo-
ganda for the general strike in favor{of peace
and freedom.

It is to be hoped that next year the congress
at Oxford will be attended by delegates from
all over the so-called civilized world. In this
country the trades unions look already with
contempt upon the militia, and it should there-
fore not be so difficult for the comrades con-
nected with organized labor to awaken interest
for the next congress of anti-militarism.

That the Socialist press in Germany has not
even taken ‘notice of the congress is only an-
other proof that political action has utterly cor-—
rupted their aims and principles of swhich they
boast so much.

. nternational, — a movement which is to coun- ®avords to you.

FREE SOCIETY.

Rural Workers in Spain,

The _correspondent of the  Socialist party
organ in Berlin, Germany, the Vorwdrts, re-
cently informed the readers that at last steps
would be taken by the Social Democrats to
rouse the. farm -workers in Spain. This is
evidently intended to dupe the “comrades” in
Germany, for in reality a vigorous and success-
ful propaganda has been carried on among the
country people for many years. Already in
1891 a congress of rural laborers took place in
Cordava_, and the fact that they refused to join
the Socialist party perhaps explains why the
correspondent of the Vorwirts is not aware of
the movement. At the congress the folowing
manifesto was drawn upy which since has been
distributed all over Spain:

“Comrades in Misery, greetings, — After
the close of this important convention-of farm
laborers we think it to be urgent to utter a few
¢ desire your co-operation in
the work of the common cause of freedom
which we have begun with ardor and energy.

“We will not be verbose, for writing is not
our profession; but we want to be clear and
distinct.

“Fellow workers, you know very well thatall
of us, who receive only a piece of bread for the
hard work we perform on the land’of the privi-
leged — the land that should be possessed by
all mankind—Ilead a miserable life, full of priv-"
ations, and are so terribly enslaved that it is
hardly possible to endure any longer. We are
human beings like the rest of humanity. We
provide society with the most important neces-
sariés of life, and we are consequently of great
importance_in the social body. It is therefore
base and berivath dignity that we are consid-
ered to be the lowest class and treated like
beasts of burden, and it is still more degrading
and vile that we put up with such tyranny, in-
sult, and contempt.

“On the other hand, the other classes of
workers — in factories and mines — are ma-
king great efforts to break their chains, and
thefneed our assistance in this irresistable
movement, which will make an end of slavery
and establish a condition of freedom and fra-
ternity for all human beings.

“There are consequently two reasons why
we should join the struggle of deliverance:
Misery and our human dignity.

“Our ambition is to be free, and as free men
we shall proceed~when the circumstances de-
mand it

“The most important thing to do is to unite
ourselves, to form groups. FEach individual
and each group should be at liberty to work as
they please. The main thing is to establish a
possibility of understanding, so that we may
not stand isolated, which has almost become
fratricide. Let us join hands, form little or
large associations, the 'first means to culti-
vate the spirit of fraternity, in order to prepare
ourselves for the struggle against capital and
to defend ourselves against the eternally tramp-
ling under feet of our interests.

“A simple form of assiciation, in which
the individuals as well as the ‘groups retain
complete independence, suffices to establish a
union of interests.

“If we want to make an end of commercial-
ism, a form of work which only gives advant-
ages to the greediness of the middle class, let
us unite.

“If we do not want to endure any longer the
competition of hunger and starvation wages,
let us unite.

“If we want to improve the conditions for
the present, and desire to be treated more
decently and respectfully, let us unite.

“If we want to call a halt to economic and
political despotism, then all our associations
must work jointly. ?

“If we desire to be free once for all; if we
wish that all torture and tyranny“disappear ; if
we want Anarchism — the most beautiful and
the most. just conception of man—to take root,

s
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it will require the union and mutual understan-
ding of the oppressed. .

“If we forever continue to be miserable
slaves, then we ourselves are to blame.

“Feeling confident that you do not wish to
remain slaves, for none of us wishes his own
misfortune, and hoping that yo?; will listen to
our voice, we greet you fraternally, wishing for

all of you:
“Welfare! the social tranformation und
.-\1;archy! “TuE DELEcATES”.

N. K. Mikhaylovsky.

On February 12th-St. Petersburg witnessed
an unusual sight. The privaté rooms of a pri-
vate person, the whole of the staircase leading
to them, the whole of the street before the
house, were filled with a throng of silent,
solemn, and -intelligent faces, among which
those of students of both sexes predominated.
People who witnessed the funerals of Tour-
guenev and Dostoyevsky say that even they
did not call together such an immense €fowd
of mourners. All these people came to mourn
the death of Nikolay Konstantinovich Mikhay-
lovsky, the acknowledged leader of Russian
Progressive and Socialist thought,

St. Petersburg was not alone in its deep, sin-
cere and reverent sorrow. Seventy-five wreaths
were put on Mikhaylovsky's grave by different
journals, institutions, frisgds and followers.
The monthly edited by tha(‘leccased publishes
the text of 220 telegrams ahd letters received,
and ends the list with the words “to be con-
tinued”. The text of these messages speaks of
the deepest love, greatest admiration, and
truest grief. They come from all parts ot
Russia and from beyorfd her borders. Among
their authors we find a congress of primary
school teachers, law societies, societies for the
promotion of education, workmen, groups of
Jews, ecclesiastical students, statistitians of the
Zemstvo, doctors, barristers, women-students,
univegsity and other undergraduates, Russi: 1
Colonies in Paris;~Geneva, Ziirich, Leipzig,
Berlin, Karlsruhe, Nicé, Vienna, . Darmstadt,
Clarens, Kharbin (Manchuria), ete. Surely
a man who could command sympathies so
strong and so widely spread, and that-at a mo-
ment when a great national calamity has befal-
len the country, and when an oppresive
Government ruthlessly crushes the slightest
sign of independence in thought and action —
surely such a personality was not an ordinary
one.

Mikha{lovsky has left behind him two big
legacies — aver 10 large volumes of writings,
and a numerous following of disciples. From
his start in literature (and he began to write
very early) he worked on two parallel lines; on
the one hand he was a thinker, the creator of

:a sociological school, a brilliant writer; on the

other, he was the leader of a whole movement,
never weary of standing up for right and the
interests of the people,.fearlessly condemning
wrang, and giving the necessary watchword at
any particular moment. During his life Mik-
haylovsky was at the head of three monthlies
consecutively : Otechestvenniya Zapiski (“The
Annals of the Fatherland”), Severny V yestnik
(“Northern Messenger”), and Rousskoye Bo--
gatstvo” (“Russian Wealth”). The two former
were, one after the other, suppressed, the third
was never allowed to be conducted without
preventive censorship. But even with the cen-
sor’s sword of Damocles above him Mikhay-
lovsky knew how to make himself understood
by his followers. x

“Many conditions have combined in Russian
life,” says another eminent writer of to-day,
V. G. Korolenko, “to originate that type of a
periodical as it is seen in Russia and that t
of a\journalist of which N. K. Mikhaylovsky
was one of the most characteristic and greatest
representatives. There being no Parliamentary
or other platforms upon which Russian socil
could take active part in directing the desti-
nies of our country, a special type of social ana
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political Press has naturally and logically
sprung up which is*most characteristically re-
presented by our imonthlies. A Russian monthly
is not merely a collection of articles; it is not
a store of sometimes diametrically opposed
opinions; mnor is it a review in the French
sense of the word. Whatever section it belongs
to it endeavors to present a certain homoge-
neity of ideas which reflect a particular school
of thought or view, unified and harmonious.
Attacks on this ‘doctrinaire narrowness’ have
become a commonplace in our reactionary
press. And yet, such is the fofce of circum-
stances, faced quite consciously by the progres- '
sive press, that it reflects as an unconscious law
on the reactionary press. We remember several
attempts to foané’ periodicals without ‘ten-
dency’ or ‘tolerant to all tendencies”. They all
ended .in miserable failure. From the very
beginning they came into conflict with their
own professions, and very soon changed thetr
colourless indifference “into the glooWiest
-extreme of reactionary dogmatism.”

“Mikhaylovsky was a rare combination of
abilities,” says the same writer: “with a powe:
of plirely scientific thought he compined a
brilliant journalistic talent,.and these features
constituted together that bright, original,
powerful and fine literary figure which we have
seen during forty years on the heights of Rus-
sian journalism . . . . . Far-reaching ideas
based on the very beginning of primary life
and embracing its most complicated and high-
est emanations too the form of semi-philoso-
phicaTEemi—joumalistic essays, or of purely mi-
litant articles, afid-a fresh fact of the present
day often became an illustration of an abstract
philosophical or sociological scheme.”

“Yes, it was a beautiful life from beginning
to end, fresh, intense and untiring in work;
followed by a death which, tho no doubt
premature (Mikhaylovsky was only 61 years
of age) was a fitting end to such a life. He died
at his post, and neither illness nor fatigue
caused any interruption in his work, nor in-.
terfered with the beautiful completenes of this
life of fiery thought and of feeling preserving’.
its warmth to the very last.”

The January volume of Rousskoye Bogar-
stvo appeared with Mikhaylovsky’s article, in
which he warmly defended the memory of
two other leaders of Russian progress — Cher-
nishevsky and Elissee,vsjr- against a vile ca-
lumny of their having been unprincipled men,
and the good character of Russian students put
under doubt by a recent book. The February
number of the same periodical was heing com-
piled under his keen direction, and he intended
to insert in it an essay on patriotism, false and
true; a question which just now greatly agi-
tates many Russian minds and hearts. But that
number had to appear with Mikhaylovsky's
obituary, instead of*a production of his own
pen.

He was for many years on the executive ot
the St. Petersburg Society for Assistance to
Necessitous Literary and Scientific Men. On
February 8th he attended its usual meeting,and
seemed neither ill nor particularly tired. Past
midnight he returned home and walked up the
staircase without any assistance. Qn reaching
fiis room he took off his jacket, put it on the
chair, prepared the powder he had taken of
late for his nerves, and sat down upon the bed
to undress. When, after a while, his nephew
looked into the apartment, he found Mikhay-
lovsky — white-faced and immovable, but with
a'peaceful expression — .eclining on his bed.
A physician was at once sent for, but all that
remained for the doctor to do was to establish
the fact of death from paralysis of the heart.

“So died this worker in the field of the Rus-
sian tongue,” says V. Korolenko, “immediately
after taking part in a meeting of a literary
organisation, between the writing of two usual
artidles and between the issue of two volumes
of his periodical, of which he had just-con-
cluded one and had already begun thé other.. .
Tempered in the fire of perservering work,
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his mind glowed brightly and powerfully to the
very moment of his death. — Free Russia.

A Query.

If “husband and wife”, to use the conventio-
nal phrase, separate, the woman taking the
children and the man magnanimously promi-
sing to help her support them, is she not justi-
fied in refusing to accept any aid and in
breaking off all social intercéurse with him if
he constantly offends her by his doubts as, to
whether he is the father of the children? s
she not degrade herself by accepting his money
and continuing to meet him for the sake of the

.children? ‘On the other hand, would it not

be unjust to the children if they are prevented
from enjoying the company and friendship
of their father, even though he abuses their
mother? Should the children not be told the
truth as to the cause of the strained relations
between father and mother

These questions may not seem to be of great
importance to many, but they are of great sig-
nificance to a suffering mother, and I would be
gratefulifsome of the writers in FReg Socigry
should deem it worth while to answer the
above queries. A MoTHER.

The Anarchist Convention.

Since our first call for an Anarchist-conven-
tion, we have received a large number of let-
ters from all over the globe, encouraging the
convention and promising moral and financial
support. We have, therefore, decided that the
convention shall take place on September s,
lasting about five days. Those wishing that
the convention may bring forth practical re-
sults, but cannot be present themselves, are
requested to send essays and suggetions on
the following subjects:

Anarchism, Communism, Individualism, Col-
lectivism, Anarchism and Trades Unionism,
The General Strike, Anarchism and Social
Democracy, Political Action, Religion. Federa-}
tion of Groups, A Defense Fund, The Sex
‘Question, Our Literature, The Modern Drama
and Anarchism, Ways and Means of Propa-
‘ganda, and other pertinent questions. .
., Those intending to attend the convention

3. . . .
will please communicate with us in order that
the arrangement committee may provide ac-
commodations for them at low rates.

DesaTING CLUB.

1008 N. 17th St., St. Louis, Mo.

Among Ourselves.
S., Philadelphia. — 1 read your appeal and hope
you will not suspend the paper. Enclosed find 25
cents — all I can do at present.

W., Colorado. — You will find enclosed $5 to give
Free Soctery a small lift. I hope you will not have
to suspend publication of the paper, and if all the
subscribers have the cause at heart they will not let
Free Sociery go down. The delinquent subscribers
who are able to pay should not receive the paper.

T. H. K., London, England. — I am very sorry to
see that you are only able to print four pages, and
can understand the-struggle you are having with the
paper. You have the best wishes of all the comrades
here, and we hope you will soon be able to publish
eight pages regularly.

I sce in No. 473 of Free Sociery that “Mr. Tols-
toy”, etc. Why “Mr.”? What's the matter with Leo
Tolstoy? Ay ’

(Leo is all right of course, but the printer thought
differently. A1)

Mrs. ——, Richmond, Va, — The enclosed $3 are
for the benefit of the paper. Of the books you sent
me I-have already loaned several to men residing in
the same house with myself, and the books have in-
pressed them greatly. The South is a poor field for
radicalism, and it is dangerous for a man to intro-
duce new ideas. But much js forgiven in a woman
if she does not cut her hair off, and wear trousers.
But a tactful woman ought to be able at least to

break a path. iz
e
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There is no use writing afticlu.{or the Richmond
newspapers, — they will not publish them. I tried
that soon after I arrived, and for my trouble was
“roasted” in an editorial half a yard_ long. They
scolded me for the benefit of their readers, and then
sent me a letter approving the article; but advising
me “not to agitate such things in future”, if I did
“not want to starve”, which was more than they in-
tended doing. )

Attention !

As many readers of FREE SocIETY know,
I am now in the east, and intend-to return
west this fall by slow stages, meeting as many
comrades as possible, and delivering lectures
where desired. As I wish to arrange my tour
so as not to disappoint any, I desire to hear
at once from comrades east of Chicago, who
would like to arrange for lectures or to receive
a personal visit. It is my wish to do as much
propaganda work as possible; and I desire
especially to speak on the subjects of Anarch-
ism, sex reform, free speech, trades
unionism and the race question. However,
I have a number of other subjects,
and will send lists to all requesting the same.
In order to help meet expenses, I will accept
engagements to speak before conservative liter-
ary or educational societies on topics connected
with travel, art, literature, science, history or
philosophy. Even in small towns, these lec-
tures might be anged. My address, until
further notice, wilk be Andover, N. H. I must
hear immediately from those furthest east, and
as soon as possible from others.

James F. Morroy, Jr.

27
“ Letter-Box.

Readers who have Nos. 265, 295, 206, 297, 208, 306,
439, 445, of FREE SoCIETY to spare will kindly send
them to our address. They are wanted to complete
the files of a public library. Vol. IV., Nos. 12 and
38, and Vol. X, No. 36 are wanted for Comrade Nett-
lau in London.

M. C, City. >:There was a meeting sin Brooklyn
in which the execution of von Plehve was discussed,
and $35.62 were collected for the benefit of the Rus-
sian revolutionary movement, while FREE SociETY re-
ceived $20.00 from the admission fees. Of course
it is to be regretted that no meetings were held in
this city on the occasion; but why _blame “the

— editor”? Staying home and blaming others for “not

doing enough” is an easy task indeed.

J. J., Toronto, Canada, — You are perhaps justi-
fied in saying that “if the trade unions continue on
the same line they will son be too tyrannical for An-
archists to stay inside"the fanks, suporting politicians
and grafters”. But things will not be remedied if the
Anarchists keep aloof from them. Stay with them,
and if you are sincere in your endeavors to promote
the welfare of the workers you will soon exercise a
greater influence over the rank and file then the
politicians and grafters.

. B Comfort.

_ Life seems so long to me at times. And again
it seems too short. Doubt overshadows me, and
despair grins at me. But the golden sun of faith
In my fellow-men illumines my way, and leads
me out of the night of pessimism. en my soul
is overwhelmed with sorrow the bright rays of
hope permeate it, and make life worth iving.

en misery overtakes me and wretchedness op-
presses my soul, I feel the woes that torture man-
kind. T see that men and women suffer. I see them
robbed of their birthright, the right to be happy.
How can they be haippy if they hate each other?
How can happiness live among them -if they op-
press and are oppressed ?

¢ San of Love shines seldom before them.
Freedom is only a guest, and even then they clothe
her and hide her beauties. O, how my heart bleeds
for the sufferings of mankind! I suffer with them.
I would busy my heart and brain with the prob-
lems of life, and in striving for the good of all,
I would forget/my own woes. I would throw my-
self into the /struggle for better days. I would
knock at every door and speak the word of awaken-
ing. I would walk from land to land, from clime
to clime and instil the hope of a new order. An
order based on love would I proclaim.

Leclaire College, Edwardsville, HI
: -
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