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By the Wayside. .

“An alarming state (t;gairs’( is being. re-
vealed by the navy depattment. More than a
thousand men are lacking the number necessary
to man the new warships, which indicates that
not only in Russia but also in America the young
men are not eager to be slaughtreed for the be-
nefit of tyfanny :md*gre*ed.*

The Coast Seamen’s Journal now rather en-
courages the workers to go into politics. “If
they learn by ‘observation but half as much as
the trade-énionists of San Francisco have
learned by actual experience,” the editor says,
“the result may prove to be not so bad, after

—all, since it is likely g put an effective Kibosh
on the labor-in-politics fetish for some time to

come.”

* ok k

“There are fifty menin the city of New York,”
says Senator Depew, “who can in twenty-four
lours stop evéry wheel on all the railways, close
every door of all our manufacturies, and shut
down every coal and iron mine in the United
States.” In short, a few men can starve millions
of people in this country if they so choose, as
is actually done on a smaller scale by our
“captains of industry,” whicl raises thequestion,
What are the workers to do in such cases ifithey
abstain from using violence? Will those who
claim “‘that violence is always tyranny” answer?
Isit tyr\a.nny to defend myself against the high-
wayman who threatens to choke me, or who py
mean$ of property rights and “organized vio-
lence” can deprive his fellow-men of the neces-
saries of life? B

* ok

“Social Democracy,” says a Bohemian period-
ical, “may fulminate its anathemas against A{he
idea of a general strike, and continue to canonize
palliatives, but we shall continue to prove that
the success in political action does not make up
for the loss of energy, for the sacrificed pennies
of the workers, and for the now corrupted in-
telligent workers in the Socialist movement.
Disappointed hopes, the loss of self-confidence,
the betrayal of revolutionary principles, a delu-
ded people, and finally the lamentable tumble of
the labor movement over the pebble ‘govern-
ment’ — stich must be the inevitable result of
the tactics as adhered to by the Social Demo-
crats. Keep away, brothers, from the vain-
glorious ‘great,” who will be very little when the
storms of revolution will sweep over the earth.
Confide only ih yourselves and your power. ‘The
workers mugt free themsélves. In the decisive
moment the politicians will act exactly.as Luther
did — turning against his disciples.” The Chi-
cago Arbeiter Zeitung, from which the above is
cuoted, adds: “The voices against the over-
bearing and ambitious - .
(racy increase rapidly in the different countries.

he reason is plain. Not only those who are
hostile to ,political action from conviction, but
all who with open eyes have followed the de-
velopement of Social Democracy. are bound to
rebel- against its leaders — bound 'to combat
these slave-drivers of ﬂle Tf‘atstufe.

*

The International Socialist pbngresi\at-Am-

*

leaders of Social Demmo-

sterdam adopted a resolution condemning op-
portunism and upholding the tactics of uncom-
promising class-consciousness. “Social Demo-
cracy,” one clause reads, “in accordance with
the Kautsky resolutions adopted by the Inter-
national Socialist Congress of Paris in 1900,
cannot take part in bourgeois government.” And
such farce and fraud is perpetrated in the face
of facts which belie the resolution at every step.
In all national and municipal elections the So-
cialists nominate candidates — even for the
office of a sheriff, whose business it is to evict
the poor from their foul dwellings and to hang
the victims of greed and ignorance — to “take
part in bourgeois government,” and still the
dupes — the voters — do not see the farce of
such resolutions, the object of which is to throw
dust in their eyes. Only a few weeks ago Grous-
sier, an ex-member of the chamber of deputies,

said in a convention of the “Parti Socialisti dp/

France”: “There is only one voice in the par-
liament: that the Socialist deputies are the
worst opportunists. From treachery to treachery
they have sunk deeper than the bourgeois par-
ties. Where are the social reforms that they
have promised to bring about? Where is the
beneficial influence upon the é'ovemment,.y(hgn

they have not even succeeded to check arbitrary-

police rule? They have not even been able to
secure the right of assemblage on the public
places for the workers. We are also for re-
forms, but such must be forced upon our op-
ponents.” And this voice comes from their own
tanks — not from an Anarchist. Kautsky and
ebel may write and resolve-against opportu-
nism, but the fact remains that the opportunists
gain adherents day by day in spite of the resolu-

tions adopted at the different congresses.
x %k

In the Rewue (France) George Cheretic
publishes a number of letters from the renowned
Russian painter Wereshtshagin, who was killed
2t Port Arthur in the explosion of the flagship
“Petropavlovsk.” The correspondence extends
over a period of almost thirty years. March 17,
1880, Wereshtshagin writes from St. Peters-
burg: “I beg you to publish the following little
picture of Russian conditions. The censorship
of Moscow has found half of my paintings ‘in-
flammatory’ and 'so prohibited their reproduc-
tion. Do you remember my painting “The Spy’?
Only after great efforts have I succeeded in se-
curing for it the right of reproduction. The
censor found that the ‘Spy’ looked as tho
he did not care a pin for military author-
ity and the punishment he"was to meet!” In
another letter he says: “It is especially the im-
perial court that is dissatisfied with my works.
The Prussian general von Werder, a friend of
the emperor (Alexander IIL.), has advised him
to purchase all my pictures and to burn them
forthwith. The crown-prince and other ‘high-
messes’ are in a rage. Lack of patriotism, al-
most treason — that is of which I am accused;
but the public as a whole holds a differedt
opinion altogether.” Weresheshagin tried ‘to
instil the people with abhorance for or the
wanton ‘slaughter of 'human ‘beings -and
hence the -wrath 6f those ‘whose idle and per-
nicious existence depends upon the cannon and

o
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rifle. But not only in Russia is art — art which
threatens to undermine the present social ‘or-
der’ — looked upon with displeasure and resent-
ment. Only recently Mr. Shaw, secretary of the
United States_treasury, told a representative of
the New Yorrk Tribune that the modern car-
toon is the spur to “Anarchy.” “The firebrand
will follow its teachings,” he said, “if something
is not done soon to control the artists. I believe
in the freedom of the press as firmly as any
one,” he continued, “but ‘I do not think™ the
cartoonist ought to be allowed to go as far as
they do. For instance, those pictures showing

e trusts with their heels on the neck of the

mmon people ought not to be allowed in any
newspaper.. If they continue to appear without
any bridle put on’the untamed artist's imagina-+
tion it is only a question of time when a good
many people will begin to believe these pictures
portray the truth.,” Thus we see that the Rus-
sian censor and Mr. Shaw practically hold:one
and the same opinion, namely, that freedom of
press and art endanger the stability of the
system qf legalized robbery. The people might
learn, altho slowly, that governments exist
solely for the purpose of carrying out the will
of those who prey upon labor, and Rence the
2nxiety to put a bridle on genius. INTERLOPER.

Attention]

As many readers of FRee Sociery know, I am
now in the east, and intend to returp.west this
fall by slow stages, meeting as njally comrades
as possible, and delivering lectures where de-
sired. As I wish to arrange my tour so as not
to disappoint any, T desire to hear at once from
comrades east of Chicago, who would like to
arrange for lectures or to receive a .personal :
visit., It is my wish to do as much propaganda
work as possible; and T desire especially to
speak on the subjects of Anarchism, sex reform,
free speech, trades unionism and the race ques-
tion. However, I have a number of other sub-
jects, and will send lists to all requesting the
same. In order to help meet expenses, I will
accept enga%ements to speak before conservative
literary or €ducational societies on topics con-
nected with travel, art, literature, science, his-
tory or philosaphy. Even in small towns, these
lectures might be arranged. My address, until

~ further notice, will beé Andover, N. H. T must
hear immediately from those furthest east, and
as soon as possible from others,,
Jaues F. Morrox, Jr.

i

The people finally legalized property. ‘God
forgive them for they knew not what they did.
. . . But how came the people, whose voice, they
tell us, is the voice of God, and whosemstffﬁ:e
is infallible — how came the people to err ?'How
happens it that, when se¢king liberty, they fell
back into privilege and slavery? Always thgu
copying the ancient regime: — P. J. PROUDHON,

“Do you suppose grafting will .ever be stop-
ped?” — “I don’t know,” answered Senator

Sorghum. “Somehow we don’t get started to
investigating a graft until it is a played out pro-
position. And in the meantime ing else

has developed. ‘We are always on theitrail, but
we can’t catch up.”

g
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Human Nature and Anarchism.

Some time since there appeared in Freg So-
cIETY an article by-Parish B. Ladd, entitled,
“Government a Necessary Evil,” in which se-
veral pertinent questions were asked relative to
establishing anarchistic conditions, the general
trend of the article going to show that Anarch-
ism is but a beautiful and illusory dream, and
must ever remain so; that government of some
kind is necessary ,and that all radicals should
unite in a peaceful endeavor to establish the
best government it is possible to secure. The
same issue of the paper contained a reply by
comrade C. L. James, which while it may have
been perfectly satisfactory to Judge Ladd, did
not in my opinion sufficiently cover the ground
suggested by the questions, hence I am moved
to add a few thoughts to the discussion.

Dealing first with the conclusion arrived at by
Judge Ladd, viz., that the only practical remedy
for the present intolerable state of affairs is
for us to join our forces “and establish the best
government we can secure,” I wduld like to
suggest what seems to be a self-evident fact;
that governments at any given time are always
the best that it is possible at that time and under
the conditions then prevailing to secure. While
the judge’s severe arraignment of government is
perfectly just, ours is nevertheless a government
fitted in every way to the present status of the
people. With conditions as they are (and by
“conditions” I mean the present social, educa-
tional, political, and industrial status of the

ple), we could not have a better government,

o however completely we mlght unite our forces,

any more than we could” ‘do without government
at all. /I-\bcheve it is true that the character of
government. is always determined by the eco-
nomic form, ‘and that the political, judicial, and
social conditions are but reflexes of the eco-
nomic. This being true leads me to consider the
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judge’s twelfths question: “How are you to
change human nature?” which I consider the
crucial one, for I presume it will readily be ad-
mitted that if what the questioner regards as
“human nature” could be changed to such an
extent as to admit of Ana.rchiw in practice, every
one of the objections raised against it would
melt away like fog before the sun.

Let us here consider this thing called “human
nature,” and see whether it is such a block in
the way of human progress as to need a change.
In the absence of dictionary definitions I would
say that human nature is an attribute or number
of attribtites natural to the whole human family.
Thus.it is human nature to eat when hungry, to
drink when thirsty, to express joy by laughter
and grief by tears and lamentations;_to propo-
gate the species, to resist invasion, to tourt ad-
migation, to practice emulation, etc. It always
will be necessary for us to do these things, hence

“call them fixed attributes. Now the free exer-
cise of these attributes. or functions would be
beneficial to the humian race, and no one can
truthfully say that the present capitalistic
system is the result of their exercise. If it is
eontended that it is human nature for one class
to deny to another class the free exercise of
these attributes, I shall question the assertion
unless it can_be shown that such denial is a
universal practice among men, and I am sure
this cannot be proven. 'We are in a low condi-
tion because of man’s imperfect development,
not because human nature needs to be changed.

i People are deceitful, dishonest, tyrannical, de-

based not because it is human nature to be so,
but because the evolution of the race has not
vet progressed far enough for them toadopt
customs, and institutions fostering vxrtue hon-
esty and civility. Customs, habits, opmmms “and
institutions change with ever changing enyxron
ment. We-all know that some things whith are
very proper in some parts of the world are te-
garded as grievous dffenses and crimes in other
places. We know ]also that conduct that is
deemed right and perer in one age is looked
upon as abhorrent in the next. Thus, it
was considered justice and good law in
Blackstone’s time to impose the death penalty
for petty thieving, while today it would be
regarded as monstrous and impossible. People
almost universally believed in witches and fairies
during the eighteenth century; today such be-
liefs would be considered childish and idiotic.
And it can be demonstrated that the opinions of
men change very quickly. At the breaking out
of the civil war, my father, an ardent Aboligion-
ist, was mobbed and nearly hung in the court
house square at Chicago for expressing too
treely his abolitionist views.© A month after
Lincoln issued his emancipation proclamation a
man publicly voicing his pro-slavery views
would probably have meL with a harsh treat-
ment.

Thus we see that while customs, institutions,
and opinionts change constantly, human nature
never changes. The difficulty with Judge Ladd
and a great many others is that they have mis-

taken the fleeting, changeable propensities and *

opinions of men for natural attributes and
immutable laws. The’propensity of self-esteem
is perverted to such an extent as to cause world-
wide misery and. destitution, but when we have
progressed far enough to do iwithout govern-
ments and invasive laws it will be seen that en-

lightened self-interest is a ‘noble an and necessary
‘attribute, of inestithable benefit to' man.

I presume that Judge Ladd will not deny the
fact of evolution; or that we are gradually dray-
ing nearer the goal of human solidarity, des-
pite ‘the great amount of evidence to the con.
trary. Previous to the age of steam and electri-
city progress seemed slow, but during the past
hundred years what wonderful changes have
taken place in economic conditions, and these
changes have been quickly followed by others in
the social and political world. “Events edu-
cate,” as our esteemed comrade, Dyer D. Lum
used to say; and it is not necessary to depend
upon verbal or book education to make Anarch-
ists, for we see the people everywhere in this
rapid.age easily adapting themselves to constant
changes of environment. Anarchism will not
be brought about by vain efforts to “put brains
in empty skulls,” but by the never-ceasing forces
of evolution, which are continually at work
shaping human destiny. A few years ago a well
lknown scientific writer, in a magazine article
predicted that in twenty-five years scientific dis-
coveries and labor-saving appliances will force
upon the world systems of human- activity more
radical than the wildest dreams of the Socialist
or Anarchist, and when we come to think of it
this does not seem like a “rambling talk,” but a
sober prediction based uponcommonplace,every-

__day facts, just as the telegraph, the telephone,

“the linotype, and a thousand other more or less
common devices are every-day facts. In this
connection it is interesting to read the following
extract from an article just published by Profes-
sor Edgar L. Larkin :

To keep up with modern, scientific progress, an ar-
ticle ought to be written at least once every three
hours. At this writing the most intense activity pre-
vails »*in the laboratories of 'the world. The sciences
that are in the forefront just now are electricity, ra-
diation, psychology, electro-chemistry, and astronomy.
The advances in electricity now made daily seem to

"prefigure, and forecast the fact that the habits, customs,

mode of living and the civilization of mankind. will
all be changed by the common use of electricify. Per-
haps 4t is not wild to say that three-fourths of the
work of the world will be done by electricity. The
writer believes in nine-tenths, but will say three—qga\r- ,
ters. Vs
On every hand we see abundant evidence of
changing conditions. The radical student is ac-
customed to look deep for signs of coming
change, but one need hardly look below the sur-
face to discover them now. In a short article
like this it is impossible to enumerate many
examples or illustrations of this simple fact, but
two or three will suffice to show the general
drift. One of the most significant signs to the
Anarchist is the steady growth of the principle
of voluntaryism. Most if not all of our great
labor organizations are based upon this prin-
ciple. So also are vast combinations of capital,
which in the line of ‘manufacture are-teaching
us how remarkably cheap raw material can be
turneéd into finished goods. The growth of
voluntary co-operation in Great Britain, on the
continent of Europe and in the United States
is very remarkable. In Colorado co-operative
stores are springing up in all the large cities and
towns. The co-operative store in Pueblo, star- |
ted only a few months since, last month (July)
did a business amouting to over $10,000, and
the stores now in operation at Denver, Trinidad,
Salida and other places are equally successful.
People generally have a hazy idea that the de-
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portations and other official outrages in Colo-
rado are the result of radical labor agitation and
the presence of Socialists in the mining camps.
This is but a superficial view: they are some-
thing more than that. Co-operative stores in
Telluride and the Cripple Creek district were so
well patronized that the very existerice of pri-
vate commercial enterprise in those places was
threatened. 'The most malignant and persistent
persecutors of the'union workers have been and
zre the retail merchants and their friends. T'wice
have the co-operative stores at Victor and
Cripple Creek been looted by the “respectable”
business element and their sympathizers. Man-
agers and emiployes of these stores have been
run out of town under threats of assasination
if they return. "

Now what does all this mean? Is it reason-
able to suppose that these co-operative enterpri-
ses, which as yet are only in_their infancy, will
shortly fail and be abandoned, or that persecu-
tion will lessen their number or influence? Not
for a moment can we harbor such an idea. On’
the contrary, their number is increasing rapidly,
and while thus far they have dealt only in gro-
ceries and provisions, steps are already being
taken to widen their scope and activity, and the
result will be that shortly Targe department
stores run on a co-operative basis will spring up
in all our large towns. From buying and selling
to manufacturing is but a step, especially when
inducements are offered to customers and pa-
trons in the shape of pure goods and a handsome
rebate, which is the prircipal cause of the suc-
cess of these stores up to the present time.

I think I Kear Judge Ladd, or some other well
intentioned critic, exclaim: “Well, if the forces
of evolution are bringing about radical changes,
and we are to have Anarchism whethef we will
or not, what is the use of further agitation ; bet-
ter take life easy, do nothing and simply wait
for the millennial change.” So it might hav
been said of the abolition of chattel slavery\
during the days of Garrison and Lovejoy.
while the agitation of the early abolitionists did
not directly abolish slavery, it did prepare the
minds of the geople for the inevitable change;
and that is the true work of the Anarchists to-
day. It is necessary to keep on teaching An-
archy, to show that governments exist solely to
carry out the will of a very small capitalistic
minority (as exemplified in the Colorado outra-
ges), and to prepare the minds of the people for
vast economic changes which are a direct result
of the ripening of evolutionary forces. “We are
the birds of the coming storm!” cried August
Spies to the Congregational ministers in Chi-
cago, and in this exclamation lies the reason for
anarchistic agitation. Ww. HoLMEs.

. Experience Talks.

What a boon it would be for the labor move-
ment if those who constantly prate about the
tyranny of organized labor would be put into
the shoes of the wage-slaves for a while, we can
learn ftom a book, enfitled “As a Workingman
in Americd,” by the German Councillor of State
Alfred Kolb, of Wiesbaden. In the preface of
“his’book the author frankly admits that he had
no sympathy -for the laboring class before he
came to America for the purpose of'studyxlr_llg
social problems from persorfal observations. g
leaned towards the employer and entertaine
the idea that the demands of o’{gamzed totlerg
were “unjust and unreasonable.” After he ha
been in this country over two months, he was

" deny that my s

But |
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suddenly seized with the desire to study the con-
- ditions of labor from practical experiences. He
discardéd the dress of a “gentleman” and put
on the overalls of the workingman. After a six

~, weeks! search for work he secured employment

\2s a common laborer in a brewery. He did not
‘prove

Jto be satisfactory, however, and after a
month was discharged. Then he ‘worked for
three months in a bicycle factory in Illinois,
after which he lived for four weeks in a logding
house in San Francisco. “I did not work here,”
he candidly confesses, for my energy was ex-
hausted.” 4

“I went to America,” Councillor Kolb writes,

_ “with the intention of gathering material for a
book in which I had hoped to prove the injustice
of the demands of the working class, but my
practical experience entirely changed my view
of the labor question. I found problems of
whose existence I had no idea,:and I cannot

pathies are no longer with the
employers, and must admit that most of the de-
mands made by the unions are just and fair.”

Having disguised himself ar.d being in a posi-
tion to receive the sneers and snubs of affluence,
he applied to the German Aid Society of Chi-
~cago for work., He was treated kindly, but
could not help feeling how painful a .certain
kind of kindness is to the modern workingman.

“Here I heard for the first time in my life that
condescending tone of pity and contempt, which
turns gratefulness into shame, and which ren-
dered it comprehensive to me why the modern
toilers with such stubborn energy demand cer-
tain social services as a just claim, and refuse
to accept them as charitable gifts.”

‘For six weeks he vainly looked for work.
“How often had I asked-with indignation:
‘Why does the wretch not work? ” Kolb con-
tinues. “Now I knew it.” Finally he found
work and with it also new misery. At the break-
fast table in the lodging house sat a young man
with soiled and untidy clothes, which aroused
Kolb’s ‘anger. “But wrongly. It took only a
short time and I was on the way to become one
like him. To work ten hours day after day is
not a mere trifle, arid aften we had to work over-
time, making it fourteen and fiftegn hours a day.
Then we were too tired to think about the laun-
dry and the patching of clothes. T have.often
groaned under the hours of overtinie, and there
is no question of the social problems that I have
become so clear on as on this. I can condense
my opinion into one sentence: that I unre-
\servedly stand for shorter hours very exten-
sively, the possibility of which reaches much
farther than humdrum and fixed ideas dream
of. And in this opinion I have been supported
Ly superintendents of large establishments, and
also by—which is of still greater weight—large
manufacturers friendly to labor.”

Notes from Fratice.

Those who think that society can be revolu-
tionized without violence, or that-legislation will
accomplish the task, can learn a lesson from the
late occurrences in France.

At Cluses and its neighboring towns more
than 20,000 men support themselves by work-
ing in clock and watch factories. “The maximum
wages for men are 8o francs ($16) and for
women 30 francs (k6) a month. Some time
ago these workers were organized, which great-
ly“displeased the employers ; and when the work-
ers sustained the Socialist candidates in the
municipal election, the employers threatened *
vengeance, (It may not be amiss here to tell the
American readers that a “Socialist candidate” is
nothing more than a liberal Republican.) After
the election seven of the “agitators” were dis-
charged in Crotticz’s factory—the largest em-
ployer in Cluses—with the result that all the
workers went on a strike. For two long months
no results were obtained, for Cretticz was de-
termined to starve his employees into submis-
sion. Then (July 12)'a general strike was de-
clared inyolving' all the clock factories, and im-
mediately the very administration that the work-
ers had elected called for troops to protect the

[

i

-employers, altho the situation was nh,x_a,bnly;a_

few window-panes having been broken in one
of the factories. it

On Monday, July 18, the strikers decided to -
parade the streets in a body, having first ob-
4ained a permission from the mayor. e striks
ers marched peacefully thru the streets until they
reached Cretticz’s' residence, where they were
met by a volley of rifle-shots, fired by Cretticz’s
four sons and his foreman, whereby gve strikers
were killed outright and one hundred and five
wounded. £

Being exasperated by this unexpected and
outrageotls attack, the strikers violently entered
the house in spite of the troops, and not finding
the perpetrators, they burned the factory, pre-
venting the soldiers and the fire department from
extinguishing the fire. Only late at night the |
authorities gained entrance to the place where
the sons of the manufacturer were found in a
cellar under the ruins, the foreman having made
his escape during the turmoil. The shéoters
were placed under arrest, thus being protected
against the wrath of the strikers.

Three days after this occurrence the employ-
ers conceded the demands of the strikers. But
the authorities attempted to arrest those who
had been instrumental in the burning down of

the factory, but the workers sent an ultimatum

that a general strike would again be declareg if
a single man should be arrested, and thus
averted prosecution.

But the irritation among the toilers his not
vet subsided. Protest meetings are being held
all over the country, the Bourse du Travail
( Workers’ Exchange Building) in Paris hoisted
the red flag draped in black, and several papers
have opened subscriptions for the f(a"mi ies of
the murdered strikers, amounting already to
several thousand franes.

’ % * *

Our valiant comrade, Louise Michel, who has ;
completely recovered from her sickness in spite
of her old age, has,addressed a series of meet-
ings thruout France. This winter she hopes to
go to Algeria, Africa. e T
* *

The Bourse du Travail his recently installed
its new officers, all of whom are members of the
revolutionists, which-is quite a blow to the re-
formers—Socialists  included—in the labor
movement.

*

* ok *

The waiters of Bordeaux are on strike, one
of their claims being the right to wear mus-
taches. What an irony that hundred and fifteen
years after the taking!%f the Bastille people are
not even free to wear mustaches. L

J. Gross.

172, Rue Boileau, Lyon, France.

Attention !

ComraDES :—It is my intention to visit thq
cast the coming fall on a tour of ‘propaganda
and especially t6”try to put in circulation the
“Life of Albert R. Parsons,” as I believe this
book is one of the greatest sources of educa-
tional work along anrachistic lines extant. It
is the one desire of my life to get it among the
masses. ‘

I will be in the east about the first of Septem-
ber, and will renain for four or five weeks, in-
tending to address commemoration meetings of
the 11th of November. And if groups desire
me to do so, I will also addgess trades unions.
My subjects will be “Trades Unions and the
‘Open Shop,’”” “The Struggle for Liberty,” and
“Anarchist and the World-wide Propaganda.”

Comrades will please bring this matter before
trades unions and groups, and unicate® s
with me regarding the result as soon as pos- |
sible, so I can arrange my affairs here accord-
ingly. : Lucy E. Parsons.
"1777 North Troy St., Chicago, IIL
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Thfe St. L4 Coligfess ubid Afiti-Miitarssth

Sed _ées of M"W¥’:ﬁ¢Aﬁ r;‘uiu
prided @t iyour dilence régardirig the Atiarchist
» 5 to be held in.St. Louis, , We are aware
b il ) :

0 C i doi; .
Evemﬁmg. Aiming to promote the propaganda
should be'!l‘lteq‘esug!g to all, eépecially in Amer-
ica; where mifitant Anarchists are so rare.

More attention should also be paid to the In-
ternational Anti-Military Association, the riem-
lers of which are to fieet in Oxford, England,
mext year. There ‘gréat ‘deal of work fo be
done in this respect, Militarism is spreading its
evils in every conntry, And fn Anierica the pirit
of militarism is growing rapidly, where it is the
aim ‘of the 'capitalists fo have theniost powerful
ravy in the world. " Already the federal troops
and the militia ‘are oftehh used against strikers,
and it is wr'ong €6 sdy that ‘there #s no military
question in this country. THe fact is that the
idea of a strong army and navy is becoming
mor'e 'and more popular artiong ‘the masses.

The “THiternatiofial” fhténds to 'exterld tHe

anfi-military « moveément all over ‘the world.
Bratiches have already been 'organized ih Eng-
Iand, Hollasid, sgaih. ?‘oﬂhgmstﬁa, Switz-
erlaiid, Frarice, Belgitfi and Denmark, arid we
hope the ‘congress at Oxford will also be repre-
sented by this and other countfies.
" We 'have a!reﬁ&y taken steps to form anti-
gﬂ{t@? ﬁ‘rodp’s in this country, and we hope
the Ehglish-speaking comrades, who have a
s?eater opporttinity to make. their influence felt
Hdh we ‘have, will understand the importance
of this movement and aid ‘us in weakening the
Weapoh against the proletarian rebellion.

The motto of the International Anti-Military
Association is: “Neithér a man nor a cent for
militarism.” GROUP ProTESTA HUMANA.

3 GRrOUP GERMINAL.

P.'O. Box 2648, Sah Frandisco, Cal.

« CoMMENT.

There is perhaps no one more eager to pro-
modte the Anarchist propaganda than 1 am, and
no one ‘'more ‘desirous ‘to meet cothrddes from
everywhere with whom I coulli ‘exchatfige views
dfid ideas ‘relating to Anarchism and its realiza-
tion. But being in “the swim” and observing
the apathy prevailing among the Anarchists in
this country, to most of whom “success in busi-
ness” and persdnal comforts dre of miuch gredtér
ithportatice than their ideal, drid being aware of
the great difficilities with ‘which the Anarchist
press in this country has to struggle in order to
keep above water, I did not feel justified in en-
couraging the raising of funds for the expendi-
ture of the St. Lodis congress. The appeal of
the St. Louis comrades appeared twice in Free
Soerery, und T was confident ‘that'those who 'in-
tended ‘to visit tie Fair dnd hdtl the movemetit

* at heart 'would ‘select the ‘date 'for their visit set

/7

for the ¢congréss. But T am not so'cotifident
ds to the benéficialtiess of 'the “cotigress.” T do
not thik ‘those ‘asseitibling there cdn enjoin a
greater love, enthusiasm, and activity for ‘the
propaganda that there'is‘at presént. These are
qiialities'thdt caninot be commanded or even rec-
ommended with ‘ary'éffectiveness. A 'vigorous
activity ‘i olir movement ¢4n corme abotit only
from'a deép conviction of our'ideal, an ‘intense
love and cravitg for fréedotn, the deésire'to live
one's ideal, gnd uhity 'of séhtiments. Bt so
long'is 6ur Htérature is lying itle on'the shielves,
and' 1o atrangements made'to'have speakérs go-
“inig'from city to city, cofiventiis and congresses
will be'of little'avail. ' | -5, e
T'am'likewise in'favor of ah ahti‘military pro-
pagands, but T see why it should be sepa-
rated from ﬁ': Ygenéral - Anaréhist movement,

‘to failure in a country -where military

"L/ Ea 3
: S
ki FREE SOCIETY.
which 1§ anti-militaty in itseff. o make mili-
tarism 2 special issue is, to my mind, doomed

ice is
voluntary. The danger that militarism offers
it the United Statés can be averted | vely

 only by the dissemination of radical ideas among

the toflmg masses and the literary people. To
accomplish this the Anarchists must display a
greater activity in thé trades unions than has
herefofore been the case, and odr literary com-
rades come before the public.

And ‘will our anti-military propaganda not

iack force as long as even well-meaning An- -
of life in common, to the &xclusion of all domes-

srchists do not hesitate t6 work in may-yards,
gun and ammunition factories in order to earn
big wages? AL

-“Peacefal Awmarchists.”
Under the above heading and the subhead-

- ng, “They Live in Paris and Seem to Be

Happy,” the New York Tribune Illustrated Sup-
plemeitt publishes ‘the following corséspondence
from Paris, France:
“Paris, August 1.

“About twenty years ago a movement was
set on foot in Paris to bring increased educa-
tional facilities within reach ‘of the working
classes. Th twd Vears, however, ‘the movement
died out froth géneral debility: In 1891 another
cffort was made to reach the minds of the
masses and ‘a cabinétmaker of Montreuil gath-
ered together ‘a few of his friends and started
a ¢ottrse of ‘evénings for workingmen.” M. De-
herme obtained for ‘their delectation ‘the co-
operation of some of the leading lectiirers of the

capital. The ‘People’s University,’ as the mem-

bers ambitiously called themselves, was soon
torced to move into larger prémiises, and in that
Idiig stteet of 'teething life, the Faubourg St.
Atitoine, was started in May, 1898, the ‘Co-
operation des Idees,” which has during the last

few ‘weeks held its first gress.
“Wheh a ptoviﬂéia@ért, a wealthy manu-

facturer, presented t embers with the free-
hold of a charming villa in the heart\of the Bois
de Boulogne, formerly the property of the Auto-
mobile Club, anarchic principles were put in
practice, and the ‘Chateau'du Peuple’ (the Peo-
ple’s Castle) was'tHrown open to thembers, with
riéither laws nor by-laws, neither managers nor
directors. Each member is responsible to all
the rest for the property he is thus permitted to
enjoy, and, although 'it'is inevitable that abuses
should ‘creep in, it miist 'be said that so far the
systetn has worked adrhirably.

“Here those whose minds have been elevated
by the course of study provided at the Faubourg
St. Antoine during the long wintér months may
¢énjoy the 'fresh beauty of the woods, accommo-
dation at a nominal price  (from 5 to 11 francs
a month, or $1 to $2), together with the services
cf a cook. The number of persons ‘who'can be
admitted in this way is, of course, limited, the

" villa'beitig of a moderate size, but on Sundays

&nd Thursdays, on payment of a trifling gate
toll, members of the society and their families
are able to enjoy the gardens, where archery,
bowls, ‘chess, ‘étc., are carried on in the open
air. Here, too, in the evening, the dinner ‘in
common’ takes place tindér the trees, the service
being done amang themselves by volunteers,
“The villa boasts two pianos and very little
other furniture, and to the spirited Strains of a
waltz'played by a long‘haifed young Anarchist
in ‘a'high’ collar ‘and tightly buttoned jacket a

gay and motley crowd took the ficer as T
glanced into the room otte day récently. Tt was
a public holiday, and from eatly morning there
‘had Been a succession of classes atid addresses,
and, after the attending intellecttral Strain, an
intefval of chess and dancing had been eageily
seized upon. For the céntral idea of the So-
ciety ‘of Co-operation is to himanize a8 well as
éducate the masses, and every Stunday from 8
o’clock in the niorning till the midday meal sees
2 dizzy Succession of classes 6f wiodelling, pho-
‘tography, bicycling, chess, ‘etc.

“The application of the principles of Fourier,

“ticity, has in the limited degree possible in the
Chateau du Peuple proved at least a very inter-
ging experiment,. and the Anarchism of the

is de Boulogne, judging from the cheerful
countenances of the ‘companions,” as they call
each other, seems to have little in common with
that of the co-fraternity of Russia.”

[There is no difference between “the An-

* archism” of France and Russia, and if the

Anarchists in Russia enjoyed the- freedom of
spéech, press, and assemblage, their counte-
nances ‘would be as peaceful and cheerfiil as
those of the Bois de Boulogne. A 1]

Letter-Box.

M. N., Laurium, Mich,—Thanks for prompt re-
newal. Hades-for the Peabody’s and the Bells will
come when the drudges awaken ‘from 'their long, lotig
sleep. Unfortunately most of the Anarchists are also
drowsing at present, neglecting the propaganda alto-
gether. .

J. F., Culver, Kans. — We do not like to lose
friends on account of their poverty, and shall only
disconfinue sending you the paper when you do not
care ty'(e\ad it any longer. Greetings.

F. L., Yonkers, N.(¥. — Comrade J. Allen Evans,
of Cripple Creek, Colo., writes 'that ‘he, tho still ‘very
weak, does not mneed financial aid any longer, and
expresses His heartfelt ahd sincére thanks to those who

responded to his appeal. [ -

L. E. P., Chicago, Ill. — For the benefit of our rea-
ders I quote from your letter: “I have just finished
reading ‘A Critic and™C. L. James’. Tt is pretty rich
reading. But when the critic saysel have always
thought that one of the most pathetic things about
it (the judicial mutdér of our comrades) was Spies’
plea for his fellow prisoners to the effect that their
only fault was that they were idealists, then I think
this piece of information about Spies will cause the
‘horse’s smile’ 'to spread over the faces of all the old
comrades in Chicago, and ‘is enough to cause Spies
10 turn under the big slab in Waldheim. I think
James ‘hits’ our critic off to a nicety.”

M. T., Columbus, O. — Tolstoy’s famous letter on
the Russian-Japanese war, entitled “Bethink Your-
selves,” has been published by The Hammersmark
Puab.'Co,, 151 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. The booklet
contains 64 pages. Price, to Cents. It'can also be
ordered from M. Maisel’s book store, 194 -‘E. ‘B'way,
New York, or from Free Socrery. It is certainly an
excellent pamphlet for propaganda purposes among
more or less conservative people. <

We declare war with the wage system, which
demoralizes the hirer and the hired, ¢heats both,
and enslavesthe wbrkingtén. We affirm, as a
fundamental principle, that labor, the' creator of
wealth, is entitled to all it creates. — WENDELL
Pairries.

“All men believe and repeat that equality of
conditions is identical with equality of
rights; that property and robbery are synony-

~Tiolis terms; that every Social advantage accor-
ded, or rather usurped, in the name of superior
talent or service, is iniquity and extortion. —
P. J. ProupnoN.




