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Jesus Christ and Anarchism.

There is a notable tendency in the world of
radical thought today toward identifying the
spirit and teaching of Jesus Christ with that of
Anarchism, and a considerable volume of pro-
paganda is moving along the lines of com-
parison and identifieation, affecting sensitive
and humanitarian natures to a new view of life
involving ethical awakening and active effort
for social regeneration. The name of Tolstoy
comes to one immediately as the head and front
of this movement, and the great Russian teacher
is followed by quite a host of more or less
conspicuous leaders ofmen in America and thru-
out Europe. The work which they are doing
is making itself felt at last even-in the churches,
where thousands of earnest men and women,
sickened by the double face which that institu-
tion wears, are asking that it take up the real
work of Christ and forget the religion of form
and ceremony, apology, sophistry, and indiffer-
ance.

Those who have devoted their energies to
harmonising religions, philosophies, and other
teachings have often held important places in
the history of progress, and their work, where
it has proceeded upon definite lines of evidence
and demonstration, has been of considerable
value; but the ways of literature are strewn
with attempts at harmonising teachiqgs‘\ and
ideals which were at variance one with another,
and which are now dead books to all intent and
purpose. The question, Do Christianity and
Anarchism harmonise? must, as it is finally
answered, determine the fate of the works
which are now pouring from the press, and
which will continue to pour, answering that
question in the affirmative. There are evidences
that the verdict 1ay be aneicipated, and it is
practically certain io the majority of those who
call themselves Anarchists that the harmonisers
and their harmonics will fail in their efforts, the
former to be wondered at for their waste of
precious time, while tlieir harmonising books
lie in the dust of forgotten things.

Ask a Catholic, ask a Protestant, ask a Uni-
tarian, aTolstoyan, what Christianity is, and you
will get four statements of a creedal characterf—
each one quite unlike the others. The attempt.
to harmonise Anarchism and Christianity is met
at the start by difficulties such as are implied in
the wide range of opinions respecting the nature
of their, religion held by those who call them-
selves Christians. The difficulties are further
complicated by the mass of inconsistent utter-
ances wich fhe New Testamnent presents as ex-
pressing the spirit and teaching of Jesus Christ;
utterances, be it observed, which go a long way
toward justifying the ideas respectively of a
Catholic, a Protestant, a Unitarian, or a Tol-

stoyan,'and which serve to confuse the thought-
ful and investigating mind at every turn. What
basis have we upon which to begin a demonstra-
tion of i&mity between Christianity and An-
archism? :

A Tolstoy writes a harmonising book ; repre-
sentatives of Greek orthodoxy, Cathoile prelates,
Protestant divines, a Matthew Arnold, a Kro-
potkin, and other Anarchists confute him; a
Byington stands for Christianity plus Anarch-
ism, a Gilroy ably calls into question his judg-

ment. As between the disputants, where shall

the thoughtful mind rest?

It appears that insuperable obstacles stand in
the way of finding any ground of agreement be-
tween these two things; obstacles which a Vol-
taire, a Hume, a Spencer, a Huxley, each work-
ing along his own lines_and for his own purpo-
ses, has piled up. The querry, What is Christi-
Q'jy, what did Christ teach ? may be answerred
inany ways, and therefore in none satisfac-
torily. C

If we turn from the creeds and sects to the
scriptures themselves the difficulties of finding
the desired harmony at once appear vastly aug-
mented. If the text of the New Testament is
to be taken as _authentic, 'Christ taught both
peace and war, liberty and authority, revenge
and forgiveness, love and hate, punishment and
immunity from punishment, and many other
rmtually contradictory things. The Sermon
on the Mount is a tolerably consistent whole,
but the Christ who is supposed to have uttered
it is also reputed to have scorned a woman who
came to him asking him to apply some of its
provisions to herself or to her daughter (I have
forgotten which), saying, “It is not meet to
throw the bread of the Children to the dogs,”
and, “I came but to the lost sheep of the House
of Isracl.” Christ preached “Resist not evil,”
and then drove the money changers from the
temple; he taught forgiveness of injuries, and
then pictured God as revenging himself finally
upon disobedient man. The list of incoher-
ences need not here be augmented, but a long
one can easily be remembered by any radical
student of the Bible. Mr. Jno. M. Robertson,
an English essayist of prominence, has pub-

" lished a scholarly book in which all these and

kindred difficulties are met by the carefully
argued claim that the scriptufes are but patched
together fragments of folk lore from a hundred
sources ; that they are mythology, and that prob-
ably Christ never existed as a person, but is
onl} an imagined composite figtire, into whose
mouth has been put the many and varied words
of widely different oriental and obscure Jewish
teachers. ~This interesting investigation does
but serve to weaken the claim that a harfnony
canbe found between the words of Christ and

the utterance of human experience as expressed
in Anarchism, and increases our difficulties.,

It is pertinent, here finally, to note the marked
difference between the basis of Anarchism and
Christianity of whatever kind, differences which
cause many Anarchists to regard as making rid-
iculous all attempts to bring their oil and water
together. W. E. Gilroy in a recent issue of Frep
Sociery implied differences in his distinction
between the two things; perhaps the difference
which he finds is this, or includes this. Anarch-
wm takes nothing upon authority, either from
gods or men, but rests its claims solely upon
human experience and experiment ;}fristiam’ty
on the other hand, however near it nfay seem to
approch Anarchism at certain points, offers its
message to the world upon the authority of God,
and commands unimistakably. Sp, tho it were
demonstrable that Christianity’ enjoined the
kirid of life which Anarchism stands for,theprin-
ciples of Anarchism, namely liberty and experi-
ment, wouldmark off the line forever separating
the two teachings. Christianity gave the world
agodanda master ; it is the office of Anarchism
to give the world men. -~~~

In the heat and fever of prépaganda men
grasp at anything which seems to promise help;
thus some Anarchists have grasped at Christian-
ity, caught by its novel and interesting utter-
ances echoing. some Anarchist tenets; but I
cannot help thinking that the course is injurious
to our propaganda, in that it will serve finally
to confuse the issues between us and the world,
and thus dissipatg(\)ur force and strength. How
a man who thinks today can call himself a
Christian, T marvel, but I marvel more ‘when I
know of a man who thinks and who describes
himself as being a “Christian Anarchist.”

WirLiam F. BarNARD.
A Chicago Announcement.

The Social Science League~ will present a
course of le€tures this fall and winter, in a hall
located in The Masonic Temple. At this writing
the exact location has not been determined upon,
but it has been decided to begiri the series on
the first Sunday evening in October. A variety
of well known advocates of radical views have
been secured as speakers, a number of Anarch-
ists being among the number, and it is anticipa-
ted that this ayinter will witness some vigorous
propaganda in our midst. A group is also work-

ing to bring together the interested comrades so-

that we may have a central meeting place in the
nature of a club, and if is proposed to start-a
general propaganda fund and lend financial aid
to our great cause wherever we can.

Example is the school of mankind, and they
will learn at no other—EMUND BURKE.
* ¥ %/
In a just cause, the weak o’ercome the strong.
— SOPHOCLES.
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--ANARCHY.—A social theofy which regards the
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ment of man by man ds the political ideal; absolute
individual liberty.—Century Dictionary.

ith

Hyour this paper t having paid for
it, soméfriend paid for it. It will not be sent any
longer than your friend paid for. Will you not sub~-
scribe?

All delinquent subscribers are carnestly requested to
renew their subscriptions if they wish to receive the
paper. A blue pencil mark on the wrapper indicates that
the subscription cxpired.

By the Wayside.

The newly appointed executioner in Madrid:“
Spain, who, being struck with horror, fell dead

at the feet of the man he had just executed, evi-
dences the fact that humanitarian and conscien-
tious feeling is not yet dead among oppressed
humanity, and that the most callous murderers
are to be found among the judges and other

governmental officials. |

* % t\\

A few years ago the czar of Russia called a
peace conference at The Hague, and imme-
diately after it had been decided that swords
should be beaten into ploughshares, Russia ap-
propriated millions of dollars for new warships.
Now comes Teddy I, who boasts that “No
triumph of peace is quite as great as the

~ supreme triumph of war,” and calls for another
“show” at The Hague, and one wonders what
all this farce and hypocrisy is about, and who is
to be duped.

* * *

Meredith’s idea that a state of society will
obtain in which the so-called sacredness of ma-
rital ties will last only a limited period, has
caused a storm of resentment and disapproval.
But the couple who in New York since entered
the ‘sacred ties,” openly declaring that they did
not love each other and was “simply a business
proposition,” has caused no resentment in the
press. They fulfilled the letter of the law and all
puritan busybodies are satisfied that the tie is

“sacred.”
* * *

It has often been pointed out to so-called
Freethinkers that there are other gods besides
those in heaven that have to be overcome befare
mankind can enter an era of freedom; and the
governor of Georgia verifies this contention.
The burning of Negroes is of but small import-
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ance, he says, “as compared with the great
crimé_against the law,” which “has been trod
under foot by the mob.” Here we have the
law deified, altho everybody knows that this
deity is in most cases the creation of the most
unscrupulous schemers of the land.
: 3 vk e

“We are told by the New York Herald's
Washington correspondent,” says the Literary
Digest, “that ‘a marked change of feeling’ tow-
ard Japan is becoming evident . . . in official
circles, both civil and military.” The Japanese
are supposed to be too “overbearing and inso-
lent” in their hour of victory, and resent the
occupation of the Philipines by the Americans.
It is rather strange that the “official circles”
should expect “civilized Japan™ to be free from
the traits which characterizes all other civilized
nations on the globe — the spirit of grab and

imperialism.
* * *

According to the Public, of Chicago, there is
trouble in the camp of the sky pilots. Rev.
Priest, pastor of the “Church of the Redeemer,”
cvidently does not believe in the regenerative
force of the religion he preaches, and therefore
suggests that highwaymen should be reformed
by the “just, swift, terrible, certain” infliction
of capital punishment. Such “just” punishment
is, of course, to be inflicted upon the lowly, those
that Christ intended to redeem. But Rev. Bart-
let contends that it is the “man high up” who is
the g;%atcst highwayman — that while the
“thief” {leeces one, “the man in a palatial suite
flecces a thousand,” and that it is the latter who
prepares the soil of all crimes. “If this is true,”
asks the editor of the Public, “whom shall we
send to the gallows, if the gallows is the remedy}
for highwaymanship?” Now, the Anarchists
would suggest that both the poor thief and the
bigger thief in a palatial suite are the product of
law — government — and the institution of
Property, and history shows that the gallows
does not diminish but increases thievery in high

and low places. And when people begin to learn.-

that if they want to abolish crimes they must
first remove its cause, the gallows will dwindle
into oblivion like tho torture chambers of the
Middle Ages.

* * *

The Socialist national councillor of Switzer-
land, Mr. Greulich, who is now speaking before
German Socialist bodies in this country, capnot
refrain from touching the question of a uni-
versal strike as a means of liberating labor from
the grip of capitalism and governmental oppres-
sion. “And Greulich spoke”, says the Chicago
Arbeiter Zeitung.  The workers cannot be
helped thru a general strike, he said. Not one-
fifth of the toilers are organized, how. then, can
you maintain and carry out a general strike?
Hold on, Mr. Greulich! How many of those
who stormed the bastile in Paris on July 14,
1789, who overthrew the kingdom, and who
established the republic in France, were organ-
ized? Or how many of those who established
the United States were organized? Surely, not
one-tenth of the population.

“But, says Mr. Greulich, what are we going
to do on the second day of the general strike?
How are we going to get the bread necessary
for our maintenance? Sacred simplicity ! We
will take it where it can Be found. (Do not the
Socialists teach the workers that all the accu-
mulated wealth has been stohlen from them >—
Trans.) We shall not inscribe u;’)’on the doors

~

of the rich: ‘Property is sacred.” The inscrip-
tion shall be: “The commonwealth belongs to

all.” And thus we shall find the means to appease

our hunger and to quench:our thirst.

“The millennium will come’ when the distinc.
tion of classes has ceasgd to exist, and when the
proletarians have shaken .off their chains, Mr,
Greulich solemnly declared. To be sure, the
time of promise will come, Mr. Greulich, but
differently from what yod and your comrades
imagine. Certain is that the ballot-box will not
bring us the golden agc*of *freedom.”

*

It is to be hoped ‘that the reply of President
Roosevelt to the Chicago strike leader, Don-
nelly, who pitifully had asked Teddy to use his
influence in behalf of the ill-paid toilers in the
packing houses, will serve as an eye-opener to
those pusillanimous and ignorant labor leaders,
who still harbor the idea the puzpose of govern-
ment is “‘to protect the weak against the strong.”
Roosevelt frankly tells Donnelly that the pur-
pose of government—law—is to “put down the
mob with an iron hand”; that he stands ready,
if the strikers should not behave, to *do as my
illustrous predecessar, Grover Cleveland, did,’
and assert the pawer of this nation against all”
local nullifiers”; £that he does not intend to
crawl before labor unions in order to get their
votes; that the president is not an “earthly pro-
vidence”, ..
that seriously affects a locality, especially if a
labor union is in any way involved” (italics
mine) ; that Americans are supposed to stand on
their own feet; and last, but not least, “the law
must take its course, and 4t will run over you if
you get in the way.” In short, Teddy plainly
intimates that he is not supposed to help labor—
that God helps-those who help themselves. Now.,
will the toilers heed the lesson? Will they realize
that it is their cringing and crawling attitude
that heaps contempt upon them? Will they
learn that those who want to be free must strike
the blow? I:'\_:'_TERLOI’ER.

Assassination of Von Plehve*.
Appeal of the Central Committee to the Civilized

World.
\‘Tn/ you, citizens of the civilized world, who

enjoy primal liberties and individual and social
rights, we, Russian revolutionary Socialists,
address this appeal which is at the same time
an explanation.

Russia has no revolutionary bourgeoisie like
that which elsewhere, leaning upon the work-
ing masses, whose class interests it was soon
ta betray, has broken the yoke of absolutism
and conquered the rights of the Man and the
Citzen.

It is we then, strugglers grouped round the
flag of International revolutionary Socialism
and marching in advance of the awakening
masses of laborers, whom the political destiniess,
of our country have transformed into spokes-
men of the political and social demands of all.
modern Russia. .

Yes, citizens, the bloody act of justice which
has just been accomplished by the Organisa-
tion for Combat (Boievaia Orgonisatsia) of
our pasty and of which the Central Committee
does not hesitate to take upon itself the full
and complete responsibility in the face of
history and the conscience of the civilized na-
tions, this act is neither an isolated fact nor the
actiol of an individual. p 7

It is delii)erately and after ripe reflection
that the party has seén itself obliged to put an
end to the nefarious policy of the actual auto-
crat of all the Russias, the minister of the in-

*) Reprinted from The International Socialist Re-

view,
s
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terior, Viatcheslaf von Plehwe, as it has al-
realy crushed or attempted to crush the instru-
ments of the same policy : his last predecessor,
Sipiaguine; the executioner of -peasants, Prince
Oholensky; the murderer of working. men,
jordanovitch, and other local tyrants or insul-
tors of political prisoners or exiles.

In this our party is only taking up the tradi-
tion of the energetic struggle carried on by
The Will of the People (Narodnaia Volia) in

‘%hich a quarter of a century ago Marx and
Engels saw the vanguard of the world-wide
social revolution. ;

The execution of the public man in whom
j(rrc incarnated all the abominations and all
the horrors of czarism has called forth from the
public opinion of the civilized world, in spite
of all its habitual and conventional reticence, a
cry of relief{gming from a conscience at last
emancipated.

It would therefore be useless to point morals
on the political and ethical significance of this
act.

Viatcheslaf von Plehwe has been executed:

1. DBecause it is he who, twenty years ago,.
caused our brothers of The IWill ;of the People
to be entombed in the stone walls of the
fortress of Peter and Paul and of Schliissel-
burg and directed such persecutions against
them, contrary to the laws even of the Musco-
vite Empire, that many of them died there, vic-
tims of their privations and of the insanity ex-
cited by these infernal conditions, while the
few survivors continued still to drag out a hor—
rible life.

2. Because it is he who, once more omnipo-
tent tyrant of Russia, had renewed in an aggra-
vated form the policy of unspeakable reprisals
against the intellectuals, the laborers, the peas-
ants, against every one who lives, thinks and
suffers in Russia. It is he who, during the two
vears of his irresponsible ministry to the melan-
choly Sultan of the North, has destroyed on
the scaffold or has buried alive in the tombs
of our bastiles, Balmasheff, Leckert, Gershuni,
Frumkin, and many other valient cham-
pions of right and liberty; it is he who pierced
with the bullets of his soldiers a hundred work-
ingmen’s breasts at Oufa, who flooded with the
blood of proletarians the pavements of our in-
dustrial centres of the South; itishewhoraised
to the level of a regular institution in our politi-
cal prisons the worst outrages and mutilation of
those detained there, even to the violation of
women, and the cutting off by sabres of the
arms of prisoners against the knces of their
cxecutioners; it is he who at the time of the
agrarian movement of 1902 caused the flogging
of throngs of peasants, the violation of their
wives and daughters by drunken Cossacks, and

_tho fixed collective ‘responsibility for offenses

upon entire villages, a thing unheard of since
the times of Oriental despotism and barbarous
tribes. TN

3. Because it is he who, wishing to oppose
the ever rising flood of the revolution,'forced
himself to stir up enmities between| different
nationalites of the empire, to oppose ‘them fo
cach other and all of them to “Holy Russia,”
orthodox and loyal; it is he who pushed to
extremities the Russification of Finland, crush-
ing the constitution of the loyal and peaceful
country; it is he who bitterly .pursued. the
Poles, the Armenians, the Jews, organizing
against these last, at Kishineff, and at Gomel,
a veritable Saint Bartholomew, where t}}e poor
Russian helots, crazed by brandy and instruc-
ted by the police, hurled themselves upon old
men, women and children, as wretc'hed as
themselves, inflicting tortures surpassing the
imagination of a Saadi.

4. Because it.js’ he who attempted . to en-
velop in a single network of international police
the,_civilized countries of Europe, attempting

{to emtail upon them the outworn re ime, O

czarism, venturing to spread everywher, in
Italy, France and Germany traps for the Rus-
sian revolutionists who had escaped the talons
of the Muscovite eagle.

S
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5. _.Bccagse‘ finally, it is he who always
pursuing his policy of divérsion, bent all his
influence upon the czar to provoke the war with
Japan, and thus plunged the unhappy ‘country
into one of the most sinister adventures that
history h-as ever, known, coldly sacrificing to
the appetites of his friends the filibusters, Be-
zobrasoff, Alexeieff & Co., the livesofahundred
thousand young men, and billions of rubles ex-
tracted from the famishing existence and the
superhuman labor of the entire nation.
~And it is for these crimes against the na-
tion and the country, against civilizauon and
humanity that Viatcheslaf von Plehwe was con-
demned to death and executed by the Qrgani-

. zation of Combat.

And now we address this appeal to the citi-
zens of the entire world, and we say to them:
Yours is the task to disseminate in the
free countries true conceptions of the meaning
of the duel now-in progress betWgen the auto-
cracy and modern Russia. This duel will end
only with the disappearance of one of the ad-
versaries, which will be czarism, vanquished by,
the Revolution, by the Russian nation at last
free.

Do not lend eaf to the interested calumnies
of the partisans of czarism, who wish to trans-
form us into barbarians, enemies of civiliza-
tion, it is' to break the barbarous mold of des-
potism. It is to liberate a great nation from the
czar's voke, to give it access to modern civili-
zation, to unite the country with representative
institutions, that we revolutionary Socialists
are struggling at this moment, not only for our
flag, but for the liberals and democratic de-
mands of all modern Russia.

The necessary vigor of dur means of combat
should not conceal the truth from any one; we
are foremost in verbally reproving, as has been
done by our heroic predecessors of The IWill
of the People, the tactics of terrorism in free
countries, but in Russia where despotism ex-
cludes al open political conflict and knows only
arbitrary power, where there is nd recourse
against the” irresponsibility of al)S()I)IIL’ power
in all degrees of the ommipotent bfireaucracy,
we shall be obliged to oppose to the violence of
tyranny the force of revolutionary justice.

Let it not be forgotten, moreover, that apart
from the special activity of The Organization
of Combat, all the cfforts of our party are, and
always will %be,| devoted to the propaganda of
Socialism among the laborers and peasants and
to the revolutionary organization of the masses
in full communion of ideas with them conform-
ably to our revolutionary socialist program.

We hope then that, in this historic struggle
for liberty you, citizens of the civilized world,
will be at heart with the champions of right
and justice.  (Signed)

Tue CenTRAL COMMITTEE.
Of the Russian Revolutionary Socialist Party.

«Higher Criticism"'?

I do not suppose I can blame C. L. James for
having heard that in the year 1900 I was
employed as a preacher; nor for not having
heard that T had to quit at the end of six manths
because no church would hire me any longer,
and that I have not been in that line of work
since; mor for inferring that I possess what-
ever qualities he r.cjards prgachers.in general
as possessing (if only he will admit that this
is a purely deductive inference of his, anc! from
very shaky premises at that); mor, since I
began with personalities about his public work,
for answering with personalities about my pri-
vate affairs; nor for charging me with being
actuated by such motives as he guesses at,
since 1 remember
led by a love of smartness.
things be lawful.” : !

I must confess I had forgotten the existence
of ‘that editorial in Freeland, in which Mr.
James conceived himself to be attacked; and
{ doubt whether Mr. Horf has not been as
much surprised as I at learning that Mr. James

Therefore “let these

-than James.

that I accused him of being

; 3
regarded himself as the attacked party in that
controversy. 3 A

My use of the phrase “crowing on top of
that wall” was meant as a way of saying that
the result of the James-Simpson discussion, so
far as it tended to show where truth lay, was
to show that truth was with Simpson rather
If my words sounded like a
gladiatorial allusion, I 'may have been uncon-
sciously led by the recollection of the gladia-
torial attitude which “James maintained thruout
that discussion, always fencing for,tactical ad-
vantage. As to the main poiit in dispute, I
note that he now repeats in general terms his
claim to have th¢ evidence which he has-dis-
avowd having when he was asked to
come te* particulars; I do not know that
it would pay to ask him over again for
particulars; perhaps it will pay better to refer

+ to my article in Liberty entitled “The Engen-

derment of Laws” (which James now confuses
with my criticism on his *Vindication”; but
no matter), in which, with abundance of par-
ticulars, 1 gave the evidence that government
and all its characteristic crimes do not spring
from ‘“organization to resist invasion,” ard
that the abolition of such organizations would
give us no prospect of being rid of oppressive
laws, regulating the individual’s life and en-
forced against him by the brute force of those
who arrogate to themselves the title of repre-
senting the community. /I have C. L. James's
word for it that “the article in-question is, from
all points of view, a remarkable one; its treat-
ment of the subject is inductive enough to have
been taken out of C. L. James's ‘Vindication,””
and 1 have not yet his attempt to show any
flaw in the argument. Perhaps it is because he
is not sufficiently accustomed to dealing with
inductive investigations in history, for I have
lately noticed that the kernel of one of our chief
points of quarrel is this: that he insists on
establishing historical facts by deduction from
“self-cvidencing facts,” while I insist that these
deductions are very uncertain, -in genéral, on
account of the insufficiency of the major prem-
18¢.

As to the etymology of the name Jehovah,
go more know what jt is than does Mr. James
or the wisest scholar on earth. T do not see
how anybody can look thru such a secries o
theories as is given, for instance, in the new
English-Hebrew Lexicon, without seeing that
the only thing it proves is the truth of Prof.
Skeat's saying, ‘‘People will have etymologies ;
recti si possint; si non, quocunque modo.” . *
The most that can be really settled is that the|
name seems on its face to be of Semitic, forma-
tion; yet even this might be delusive. /1f
James's theory of the date were to be accepted,
of course, we should have from the circum-
stances a strong presumption that the etymol-
ogy was classic Hebrew. The trouble is that,
whatever it may be, it does not seem to be_clas- |
sic Hebrew. As bearing on the date I may add
that according to any intelligible theory of its
origin it must be taken as a simple name with
preformative J, that is, a verb in_the “imper-
fect” tense without a subject expressed. But
names of this sort all belong to the earliest
traceable period of Hebrew history: Jisaac (I
Hebraize my spelling to show my point), Jacob,
Joseph, Judah, Jissachar, beside prehistoric tra-
ditions like Jabal and Jubal. The latest spora-
dic formation of this sort is Jephthah; later s
are either compounds like Jeremiah, or riddles
presumed to be compounds like JeSse and Jehu,
or have J in the root like Jonah.

I confess that I have -read very little of Co-
lenso, whom the higher critics of today do
not speak of as having contributed anything
particular to the progress of criticism; nor
have ‘I read very much anyhow of what was

_written on the higher criticism of the.books of

Moses before the general recognitionof the four
main documents E, J, P, D. Mr. James may
learn the difference between E and P by re-
reading the same authority to which he sends

¥) “Righting if they can; if not, then. anyhow!”
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me for proof of their idex;ltity,v “Enc. Brit. art.
‘Pentateuch’.” Perhaps attention will also en-

- able him to discern that I did ndt identify P

and J.

As to his statement that the name Shaddai,
(English “version, “Almighty”) “occurs con-
tinually” in the writings of the Jehovistic,
prophets, the. fun of this may be enjo}'pd by|
anybody who will look up “Almighty™ in a
‘concordance, remembering that no one rates
Jobasa pr(;hhetic ‘book.

I cannot complain of his calling me “or-
thodox,” if he will not make it a reason for
ascribing to me opinions which I have not pro-
fessed. But really it strikes me that when
James argues that we ought to accept as true
whatever etymology will suggest the most exal-
ted thoughts of God, and on the other hand he
dismisses as “callow nestlings” all the German,
Dutch, and English higher critics who at the
present day hold that Moses did not write the
books called by his name, while I on my part
accept and present the higher criticism in the
form that is now causing so much horror
among Presbyterians, — then it looks as if be
would find a readier welcome in the strongholds
of theological consefvatism than I should. *

At the{risk of getting real information, | in-
quire what reason anybody has for beliéving
that it was the priests who changed the name
Jove to Jupiter ; also (tho irrelevant) how Jupi-
ter is any more Greek than Jove.

As to astronomy, what I said was said after
consultation with a professor of physics in one
of America’s foremost universities, whose
“sidewalk opinion” “Was that I was right.
Nevertheless, on further reflection-I thought I
was not. My argument, more fully stated, was
this. The “center of the earth,” to which the
earth’s attraction is referred in all discussion of
the carth’s astronomical relations, is not the
mere center of the coherent ball taken by itself,
but the center of gravity of the composite mass
consisting of the earth with all beas‘s, birds,
breezes, loose stones, and everything else on it.
Now' the center of gravity of this composite
mass is not, and cannot be, shifted by the lifting

“or shifting of any stone or other body on earth;

consequently no such lifting or shifting can
affect the motion of any other heavenly body.
I repeat that I now consider this argument
fallacious; but Mr. James has not yet shown
himself capable of pointing out the fallacv. an-l
I am not yet quite sure that he can do ib, Does
he wish to try? Si}%xzn T. Byixctoy.
\

\

\
Report from France. x

The strike, or rather lockout, at Marseilles
was caused for the following reasons:

According to the laws of France, a captain of
a ship can have a sailor arrested for leaving the
ship in French and foreign ports. Thus the
sailors were befng subjected to all sorts of
abuses without having resource to redress. But
the sailors Dbecame strongly organized, and
finally the ship~owners signed a contract that
they would employ only union men. Thus the
sailors became powerful enough to resist the
abuses and harsh treatment of the officers of
vessels, which, of course, caused great discon-
tent among the ship owners.

The_dock laborers numbering six thousand,
of whom' five thousand and five hundred are
organized, had succeeded in wresting from the
ship owners nine francs ($1.80) for a nine-hour -

day. Besides, delegates watched the ports and_

had the legal power to stop work if the contract
between the dock laborers and ship owners was
violated. Such stringent measures were most
displeasing to the shipowners, and they finally
decided to disrupt the unions at any cost. They
now demand, (1) The “open shop.” (2) the

*) There, I forgot to remark that the scholars

’ who agree with James about the etymology (and they

are imposingly numerous provided that you count
scholars of little reputation) are almost to a man
‘those who go on the basis of the historicity, in some
sense, of Exodus 3.13-15; so he cannot take them as
witnesses without accepting this foundation of theirs.
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abolition of deputies at the ship yards, and (3)
compulsory arbitration, and a deposit of a
hundred thousand francs as a security from the
dock laborers’ and sailors’ unions. =

~  The capitalist papers have so far been fair and
in favor of the unions, and the calls upon the
government by the ship owners to enforce the
law regarding the desertion of ships has not
been heeded, but numerous bodies of troops
have been sent to Marseille.

Such provocation of violence has caused. the
teamSters to go on strike, in consequencé of
which the flour mills and macaroni factories,
which employ eight thousand workers, have al-
ready been closed. Oil mills and soap factories
will be forced thru want of material to close in
a few days, and if the strike lasts a few days
longer coal will be wanting in aH the factories of
the city. Like the dock laborers, the tcamsters
demand an eight-hour workday.

There is greatagitationamong the dock labor-
ers ofgall French ports-because these laborers
are stromgly federated. At Genoa, Italy, the
dock laborers have also refused to unload the

+ships coming from Marseille, and it is expected
that in a few days this refusal will extend to
all the ports of Italy. J. Gros.

Comrade Guiseppe Ciancabilla,
the editor of the Italian Anarchist weekly, Pro-
testa Humana, died in San Francisco, Cal., on
Friday, September 16, from consumption, the
proletarian disease, which he had contracted
from overwork, misery, and persecution.

Literature,

The Hammersmark Publishittg Company, of
151 Wabash ave., Chicago, Ill., recently organ-
ized especially for the publication of advanced
literature, and which is managed by a comrade,
S. T. Hammersmark, has already put forth
several books of note. A work by Kropotkin is

promised for the near future, and a book by

Oscar Loveli Triggs, “The Changing Order” is
now in press. Ernest Crosby will also soon put
forth a bodk under the Hammersmark name,
“William Lloyd Garrisoh, Non-Resistant and
Abolitionist.” ~

Easily standing first in the present Hammers-
mark list is “Resist not Evil,’> Clarence S. Dar-
row’s remarkable book, in which physical force
and all its works are judged and found wanting.
All of Tolstoy's truth about resistance and its
evils is presented in this volume, which is now
in a second edition: and presented in a new
light and from a new view point; for Clarence
Darrow, being a lawyer, knows the state and
the law, and shows the evil which they do in a
powerful and convincing manner. The price
of the volume in cloth, 169 pages, is 75 cts.,
postpaid. -

“The Cost of Something for Nothing,” the
late ex-governor Altgeld's last work, is a pow-
erful arraignment of a spirit which obtains in
the fields of economic and general social life, the
spirit of theft. The struggle to get something
for nothjng, the author argues with convincing
eloquenge, results in the forced payment of the
debt in the retribution which nature visits -upon
all the guilty. The price of this volume in cloth
is $1.00. The Hammersmark Co., has made
a very atractive piece of book work in this
volume. “The New Star Chamber and Other
Essays,” by Edgar Lee Masters, is a volume
dealing with the abuses which have crept into
public policy and political 4ction of late years;
and the author lays special stress upon the
causes and conditions which result in Roose-
velts and their like. A believer in democracy,
Mr. Masters does what he can to clear the skirts
of that old fashionéd damsel of the dirt which
ages of street sweeping*has left upon them.
This volume is a well-written book of a mildly
radical tone. The price in cloth and board bind-
ing is $r.00. - -

An~important Hammersmark publication is
“The Social Economic Series,” at 10 cents a

' copy, or $1.00 a year for 12 numbers,
first issue of these pamphlets was “Tolstor's
LetterOnThe War,” 59 pages. Coming monfj,
issues will include Darrow’s “The Closed Shoy,
an argument for unionism, and “Useful Work
vs. Useless Toil,” a little masterpiece by Wil
liam Morris. These pamphlets will, some of
them, be excellent for propaganda /purposes,
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Something we can do now.

What ever is essential to the development of
the individual, society should furnish. At fir«
absolutely until the work-age is attained. Then
the individual should have opportunity to earn
whatever he needs or wants. 2

Thru-life, man needs food, clothing, including
houses, education, recreation, and constant o).
portunity to learn by doing. g :

The opportunity to secure these ought to Ie
as permanent and universal as the light and air.

He must live on the earth,and enjoy the prod-
ucts thereof. The right to land is fundamen-
tal. Physically we are of the earth. Our con-
tinuous sanity depends in a measure on our
keeping close to the soil. Physically it invigo-
rates us; physiologically it feeds us; psycho-
logically it teaches us and inspires us.

Every man who does not till the soil is an
orphan, is being cheated out of his birth-right.

How much land should a man possess’

¢ Actually none. But practically just what he can
use. It is a profanation to hire?en to cultivate
your (?) ground. By whatevir inherited so-
called right, if you are holding land that person-
ally yon do not use, you are logically doing
wrong and ought to cease:therefrom. How >
you ask. In the absence of any state provision
for such work, lend it to sonfeone. Why should
not each land owner take one or more broken
down men and build therrup. Impossible, you
say? Have you tried it? Should you not be
able to reach the desired results with the man,
you may with the children. Do not expect too
much. :

You are}wdrking‘{onth\e human race. In
doing new things, failures led to success. The
genius will come and he will show you how to
restore the incompetent.

We are a company of ignorant beings feeling
our way thru mists and darkness, learning oniv
by incessantly-repeated blunders, obtaining a

. glimmering of truth by falling into every con- ..

x:zivable error, dimly discerning light enouch

r our daily needs, says Leslie Stephen.
This is a little overdrawn, but suggests the
usableness of Qur experiences.
4 J. W. CALDWELL.

* Was read before the St. Louis Convention.

Letter-Box.

To whom it concerns. — Thru Comr&(je Maryson
FREE SoCIETY received the balance of Turner’s propa-
ganda tour fund, amounting to $11.07.

Readers who have Nos. 263,.205, 206, 207, 208, .306.
439, 415, 0fy FREE' SociEry to spare will kindly send
them to our address. They are wanted to complete the
files of a public library. Vol. IV., Nos. 12 and 38, and
Vol. X, No. 36 are wanted for Comrade Nettlau in
London.

M. J., Chicago, Ill. — 1 had almost decided to an-
athemize the “windy city,” but since “Americus” has
sent me an encouraging letter and you have followed
with six new subscribers from the ranks of the “for-
lorn,” T do'not think any longer that Chicago deserves
the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. That the club has
resumed its activity is also réfreshing news. Greeting:
to all comrades and fl'iSIdS.

; The concessions of the weak are the conces-
sions of fear. — EpmMunD BURKE.
* * *

One murder made a villain, millions a hero.
Princes were privileged té kill, and numbers
sanctified the crime. — PorTEUS.

* % *

Enli.ghten the heads and there will be no
necessity to cut them off.—Vicror Huco.
7
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