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< A GLOOMY FANCY.

Methought a great wind swept across the earth,

And all the toilers perished. Then I saw

Pale terror blanch the rosy face of mirth,

And careless eyesigrow full of fear aud awe.

The sounds of pleasure ceased: the laughing song

On folly’s lip changed to an angry curse;

A nameless horror seized the idle thror g

And death &nd ruin filled the Unive
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox,

E

OUR GLORIOUS(?UH‘ST!TUTEBN.

“In order to form s more perfect union.”

se.

e + o

This declaration of purpose is, to all appearance, a
sincere one. The eigners of the constitution were, in
the n.ain, honest and well-intentioned men, thoagh

80 far from grasping those broader principtes of liberty -

which are only now beginning to enter the boldest
and most progressive minds. They could not look
ahead and eee the problems of the future. England
had indeed acknowledged the independence of the
colonieg; but they were yet far from a condition of
security. Not for many years was England torenounce
utterly the Lope of ® resumption of sovereignty.
France and Spain held large possessions adjacent to
the States, and threatening constant territorial com-
plications. The half subdued Indians were ever ready
to take to the war path, on renewed opportunity.
And with all this, jealousies among the States them-
selves threatened turmoil and disaster. From the
ediate  perila TNal BUFrounded the Tewty treet
States, there seemed but one way of deliverance—‘‘a
more perfect union.” The voices of the few who fore-
saw, though but dimly, the evils which were to arise
from the centralization of power, were soon drowned
by the geuneral cry of approbation; and the experiment

had begun. '
The Union! What memoriee cluster round that
word! How many a sincere, old-fashioned soul shud-

ders from the faintest breath of attack against it, ae
from the most appalling blaspliemy! And withal,
what dark and fearful crimes have been committed in
ite name and under ite emblem! It Las been the
theme of the orator, the ingpiration of the poet, the
text of the preachers, the watchword of the dying sol-
dier, the pretext of the legislator, the cateword of the
demagogue, the idol of the money changer and bond-
holder, the shielter of the beneficiary of public frand
and injustice. For it men have impoverished them-
gelves, and cast their lives away. For it men lave
toiled and planned, and women have wept and prayed.
From childhood we have been taught to *'s
the word country,”

peak plain
and to cherish patriotism as the
most sacred of the virtues.

And now, what has it profited us? \What is this
Union, this gigantic Moloch, which has Jemanded the
sacrificing of the best blood of the pe
ration has not yet passed away whic

ople? The gene-

saw thi
rent by a fratricidal war, in order to force a lar
tion, against ite will, to remain a gharer in this
perfect union.”

ountry
o Hous
“more
Handicapped as it wae by the mon-
strous and hideous institution of chattel slavery,
which not altogether unjustly lozt for the seceding
element the sympathies of the world, the ~onth failed,
and still fails, to receive due recognition of the justice
of its principal object of contention. Wholly wrong
on any rational system of conetitutional interpreta-
tion, infamously wrong in dreaming that their own
liberty and prospertiy were compatible with the bond-
age of their fellow-men, the Southern States were
nevertheless wholly right in maintaining the right
of freemen to nullify an obsolete instrument by which
their fathers had sought to bind them, and to gecede
from a union which was no longer suitable to their
needs and wishes. They themselves, however, had eo
little conception of liberty that their failure, thongh
enthroning a false principle, can hardly be deemed a
greater calamity than would have been their success
as & slave-holding aristocracy.

Wtihout reflecting further on what might have been,

r

Tt tesE primary amtessentinh—— —— -

|
| let us ask what the Union, as it is, actually means lo:
us. First of all, it is centrally organized power,
nominally exercised by the people as & whole, practic-
!ally wielded by a handful of politicians, who, with
| the ringleaders whoin large meagsure control them,
%and the moneyed men who purchase them, constitute
the actual rulers of this nation. Nor can it be other-
wise, as long as the Federal government remainsa
fact. The multiplication of election machinery only |
| tightens the grip of the people’s masters. ~Spasmodic |
|attempts at ‘‘purifying politics’ are either ridiculous
:Haiiun-s, or wholly unprofitable in their temporary |
| success. Witness the efforts to throw off Tammany
'rule in New York, and the stupendous fiasco in Pen- |
gylvania, where an immense majority of voters declared
| their approval of public theft and the vilest bossigm. |
The preposed remedies, the Referendum, the Initia-
tive, Proportional Representation, the Imperative
Mandate, Woman Suffrage, rigid Civil Service Reform,
are all indisputably justand desirable, if government
by majority rule ig a right ideal. But to imagine that
any or all of these can be any more of a panacea than
the gecret ballot, o much vaunted before its adoption,
is to purgue the merest chimera. A few laws would
| be altered here and there; some proposed legislation
| would be accelerated and some retarted; but the
whole machinery of government, and its general effect
on the welfare of the massges, would remain exactly as
at present. THERE IS NO HOPE THROUGH THE BALLOT.
This is a leeson which will not soon be learned, but is

| “To form a more perfect nion.’ Aye, ye have
!succeeded, men of the past! The Union is a reality; |
and we are being chocked and ground into conformity

toit. The haggard features of the wage elave, the
unmanly whine of the beggar, the rags and filth of the
sons and daughters of the slume, the fierce glare of

the criminal, the patnted cheek of the harlot, the
pompous form of the millionaire, the eycophantic

smirk of the parasite, the faded brow of the wife—the

marital slave, the coarse tlattery of the demagogua,

the myriad lies and snares of every day life, are so
many voices declaring the fruite of such aunion.  The
few are crowned with wealth and enthroned in power;

while the many, disguise it as they may, live only at

the price of servility and unrequited toil, or as social
onteasts, spurned like dogs, or hunted down like wilid

beasts.

Nor yet are our aste mis

satistied. lmperial
the order of the day—the Union ig to become an cm
pire. Millious of men and women are
to be held in bondage, Many new prizes are to reward

unconsenting

the obedient vassal to hie party and his party boss
New and immense fields are to be opened to the un-

thg stand-

satisfied grecd of capitalisin, - By degrees,

ing army of the United States is to be increared—that
S &

ever-present enace to our few remaining hberties,

A dfresh impetns ig to be given to the growth of a

The
Union in form has bred

Aristocre

Amonyg us,

powerinl

Union are manit
‘l‘\!l‘
more distinct.

lirnnion

more and
will

in spirit, line of cleav becomes

The dawn of a better day cone

only when we learn that liberty is more than majority

rule, and when we discard union of form and foree,
“in order to form amore perfect union” of epirit and
. Mokros, Ji.

voluntary endeavors. JaMEs
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SOCIAL EVOLUTION.

Society ig a growth. Oar pregent form of society is
the reeult of all that for trillions of years has heen,
We, with our governments, poli*

, church, religion,
mannerg, customs, wisdom, ana prejudices, are not the
producte of an eruption.  We are what we are because
former people were what they were.  Those will
follow us will be affected by what we are. Revolution,
by force of armes, ie never a cause of gocial changes.
It is but an incident in the progess of evolution. It is
a system of what is. Help does not lie in that direc-

| tion. Thought is the cause of gocial betterment.

who

' under the circumstances.
|

el they.

smodities iteell by thought.

As an individual thinks, o is he. As a people think,
so are they. Conditions are as favorable they can be
They represent what the
mass of the people think. The mass of the people be-

=3 :
| lieve in land monopoly, trade monopoly, and money

monopoly, and support monopoly becauge monopolists
in thought. TIf they object to monopolistic systems
which now blight the world, it is because they are the
victims instead of the fruit pickers of monopoly. The
ownerehip of a thousand acres of land, or a factory
whoee products are protected by the tariff, or a million
doliars in government bouds would promptly trans-
form many a hot reformer intoa satistied conservative.
1 once knew the voice of reformer to be gilenced by
marrying a woman with an income. He howled
against monopaliste until circumstances made him
one ;

then he discovered that all along, in hie heart,

"he had heen one.

Take workingmen, for example. They s;xy they
want freedom, but they vote into power the people
who enslave them. The explication of the paradox is
that though they feel the gting of poverty, they believe
in the eyvetem that produces pu\‘url‘y. They interest
themselves only in the gchemes of amelioration which
leave the system intact.
them.

The tree drope poiron among
They emart, but love the tree, and vill use
lotions, poultices, anything—but an ax. Ni e-tenths
of all the people believe that involuntary po erty is a
necessary condition of human existence. As long as

they helieve that, it is so, for as a people think so are

Now take women. Some of them think they want
to be free, and they make the grave mistake of think-
ing that hut for men they would be; overlooking the
fact that most women do not wznt to be free, and do
not want their men folk to be free either. The mass
of women like to be petted, pampered, flattered slaves
of men who will also be their slaves. They despise
the only women who are free. They care for the men
only who will be their slaves. She ig a rare woman
who thinke freedom or wonld have it.  Any one can
be free who really wante to be free.  Slavery is a state
of the mind, Bat alimost no one regarde freedom as a
blessing.  If hiere and there one thinks freedom would
be desirable for

imeself, he is sure it would be danger-
ous for others.

I gocial evolntion, then, is the result of thinking
and not the resnit of anything ¢lse but thinking, how
i the world to become a happier place to live in? How
ure war, vengeance, anger, inequitable debasing pov-
erty, enslaving monopoly, enslaving thoughts, relig-
ions and political superstitions (which are worse), pre-
Judice and gnorance to be crown ont of 7 In the same
manner that they wére grown into—hy thinking. The
people have acoguired all these things and habits by
thinking that they were condu

r

¢ to happiness; for
it i« alaw of our being that we scek happiness,  And
shoone of them ull they think
promoted by doing go.

v will never relingm

their happiness will he
I

Ience
the wortinwhileness of iy turning from other occupa-
tions to write wil this.  We cannot teach any one any-
thing.  Lach Las tolearn for higaself and from him-
relf.  Dut we may start some one to thinking., It is
hetter to start one thinking than to give him bread, or
a bank note, or a hlow; for thouuhit is the only power
that can enslave a people or set them free.
the sune and planets s thought.  In the heart of the
rose ig thought. In the tin of the tish, in the wing of
the bird, the foot of the animal is thought.

3ack of

Society
There ie no way on and
up except by the old, old way of thought, We thought
ourselves into to the labyrinth in which we flounder.
We must think ourselves out.—Hugh Pentecost, in
The Coming Light. -«

ERRATA. °

In Free Society No. 195, page 2, line 42, the words:
“The Idols of the rulinglclaaaes," were intended »-
caption for the note wi  ph follows them.
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within bounds by authority, by law! He who pre-
scribed the first rude rules for the training of associat-
ed humanity, and he who guided the enforcement of
the rules, discerned the superlative quality in his own
1 lishing Co. e
Pablished Weekly by Free Soctety Publishing Co individuality, but saw the bulk of mortals as through
50 CENTS A YEAR. a reversed fieldglass; to him they were the pygmies
Address all Communications and make all Money Orders paya- they looked to be, quite insignificant. He treated
ble to FREE SOCIETY, 43 Sheridan 8t., S8an Francisco, th dingiy N
o iternia. em accordingly. N
Lawe are revised, elaborated. Class distinctions
Anarchy.—A social theory which regards the unton of order | more clearly marked by time. The importance of the

with the absence of all direct government of man by man as the resumptuoug ruling egos i 2 5
is magnified in correspond-
political tdeal: absolnte individual liberty.—Century Dictionary. p p g eg 2 ¢ i
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FORMERLY “THE FIREBRAND.”

ing ratio with the minimizing of the subjected atoms.
The truth of the kinehip of man to man is ail but
denied.

All the forces connected with this planet may be
used by man in a variety of waye. They promote his
| wellare, or cripple, or destroy, as his keeness of vision
or lack of insight regarding their properties determines
hig application of them. If advancement in civiliza-
tion be unduly hastened, the effect upon the organized
body is similar to that produced by administering
stimulants to the material body; a reaction equal to
the accelerated activity of the organs ensues. The
persistant repitition of the process results, finally, in
| the‘ extermination of the organism. |
the cost of this bouk depends Largely upon the num- ‘ lllF annll'n]a(lu.n of present st?('ml orgamzatlotts lsi
bei printed, 8o groups and indivicuals- will -please pre«ht‘:}v}lr. 1[‘15'8 \u:;ld of Wotker_s is lvankmpt.' What |
respond AT ONCE and state the amount they are able ‘?’rfe thetr sinad }'M,,p”\ ergicns of enargtes have |
and willing to ¢ontribute for this parpose, giving us eft ruin in their wake? Only €0 far as man's powers
thus an opportunity to determine the number to be
published. To those making contributions in advance |
booka will be furuished at cost for the amount received. |

The Chicago comrades have also suggested to pub-
lish the splendid book **Moribund Society’ by Jean
Grave, and we hope the comrades. all over the land
will do their utmost to enable us to publish these
Free Sociery.

NOTICE!

At last our hopes will be realized. “The Famous
Speeches of the Eight Chicago Anarchiste in Court”
and ‘‘Reasons for Pardoning Fielden, Neebe and
Schwab by John P. Altgeld, Governor of Illinois,”” will |
be republished in one volume. Some comrades of |
Chicago have sent us one hundred dollare to begin the
work with at onnce, suggesting to appeal to other
cities for liberal contributions toward this publication |
fund. |

We want to call attention of those who would like |
to see this book circulated broadeast to the fact that

for discriminating between harmonious and inharmo- i

the new society outrank the old in utility. Man’s
strength has ever been mainly expended in subjugat-

; }frum the oppr J ins §
R i . e opp vesyul ngum. t d(npotl‘-m;

‘ espotism is generally ganged by the amount of
| plunder controlled by the despot or combinativn of
|
|

despots, and is to some extent democratic. Petty tyr-

d_in the family by the husband over

| nious principles have developed will the structure «')f]
|

1 ing his fellow man, but there is a safety limit to the|
pressure of the human species as well as steam. ¥rom | force? Go through the entire catalogue of laws and
time to time wordy and blocdy protests have arisen |ceremonials and you tind maximum expenditure and

';maxiumm return of value. A live “law-abiding citi-

One who is consecrated to profit cultivates a love of
ease, of luxuriant debauchery or of power, else be-
comes a dupe of avarice. Power, as has been tersely
£aid,

“ . .. like a pestilence,

Pollutes whate'er it touches,’””
and avarice, if it completely master its man, kills
every vestige of pity, affection, every sense that makes
of man a human.

The Church, in America, occupies the position of
lackey No. 2 to the commercial dictators. The contri-
butions to its strong tox are, chiefly, what we call
‘““voluntary.” However, the law aseures the feeing of
its clergy by couples contracting marriage who prefer
the sanction to their union of a divine to that of a civil
official.  Kcclesiastical property is granted the “‘privi-
lege’”’ of exemption from taxation in most of the states.

The revenue rejuisites for the execution of the civil
laws is a compulsory charge upon the citizens, for the
dictum of the exulted is regarded by the populace as
indispensible for the keeping in “*order’” of man’s evil
propensities. The repeating of a marriage ceremony
by perrons degignated by statute is believed to be con-
dusive to good moraie.  When ehorn of superstition
and sentimentaliem we have left—fees! The contract-
ing parties pay & county ‘‘servant’ {or a permit to en-
page a priest, preacher or peace-officer to declare them,
with more or less flourish, *“man and wife.”” Does the
clerk or the clergyman inetract the couple in sex or
sociolugical laws? Are the legal obligations and re-
gtrictiong relating to marriage made known to them?
Then why the fees? What benefit has been conferred?
W hat barrier to immorality bas been raiged? s soci-
ety bettered by withhoiding knowledge and applying

‘lzvn” would be a monstrosity excelling in curiousness
| anything ever caged by Barnum—the laws are go con-
| tradictory. Said Wendell Phillips, “government com-

| menced in usurpation and oppreseion,” and ‘‘the law

Civilized man thinks with horror of the sacrificial i the wife, by the parents over their children. The wife
offerings by his heathen brothers of human boies to‘ is, in theory, supported by the husband ; her labor is
their gods, yet Lie hesitates not in the worship of Lis!| counted &s nzught. Children are, by law, made the
own god, Greed, to slaughter his neighbors on the 1(|<‘pen«it~rxts of their father or guardian, even after they
battle field. Nor does the carnage of other people | are old enough to maintain themselves.  Authorities
suffice to satisfy his worshipful longings, so he is con- ! maultiply and compel object submission and reverence
stantly giving to Mammon lives from around his own | when dispensed by the Chureh, the Crown, or by

- Commercial Cabal. Today, the ‘‘finishied” business
k man, the tinancier, takes precedence of and is abetted
| by Church and State. He may with honer and glory
| turn into the street, in “‘free America,” hundreds of

hearthstone.

The high priests of Greed choose environments the
most pernicious for their victims; they exact incessant
service, causing intense mental and physical sutfering.
When the work performed by the brain or the bocy of | thousands—a million?—of unemployed; may take
the subject stupeties or degrades or deforms in any ‘ away their gubstance and leave on the “verge of star-
manner, does not the drudgery sacrifice the part of the | vation,” fifty million inhabitants of India; in pride
person effected by it? and trinmph may lus mercenaries march away from

If the hwman being fail of the fullest development oi the battle ground where e four thousand slain Der-
which it is capable, what the odds, whether it pander | vishes.
to the palate of vne god or another, whether its life be The three great institutions of Chureh and State
cut short by the saerificial kunife, or waste away from | and Commerce have taken turne at dominion.  Fierce
have been their contlicts over the “spoil,” conflicts in

scarcity of food? “
The law of Moses and the civil colde, Greed's etanch-  which the lives of the hoodwinked and patriotic de-

est supporters, presuppose the natufal depravity of pendents were unwercifully sacriticed. Prace branght
man. Matural depravity! Can the mind of a close stu- | numerons conpromises, one being a partition of the
wxitnilate the idea of natiure wholly or | eystemns of spoilation.  Another and more encouraging

dent of natore

partially depraved?  Prior to s tnve-tizations of tie resalt has been the filtering of particles of truth
vigible and the invisible, the tenet may be accepied  through the almost impregnable co'lumng of the op-
as the wisdom of his illustrious predecess Itisa pressed. But woe to him who discovers and uncovers

portion of his public inheritance, aod niay remain in- oa truth directly menacing the prerogatives of the
tact in a cntical mind, sharpened by researchies in) “powers that be' T the poisoned draught, the
other channels, whici discards withoul a regretial dungeon, the gibbet, the stake, the ax, the **still
panyg other innerited delasions. hunt™ or “freeze out,” has his life ever been forfeited.

Mankind iz a wonderful division of the creation. A A martyr goes to his doom, separate and potorious,
unite -of the division, 1§ be withelraw from the ma-s with a protest on his lips, knowing the reagon for his
1 as hie detects g fow  untimely demise; bat the mas-es, as if devoid of feel-

apprars wotderiul to nimsel

of his manifold powers his cgo enlarges o secining ing, ns ally hear their lifelong torment with the stoi-
disproportion to the prowth of his natellectoal aned ctem of i savage, or, being devout, with resiguation.
mechanical facunltes. Dodie the issue ag we may, profitis the embryo of
We behwold hun o his primitive condition, ignerant, our viviization. Macanlay informs us that in the last
paturally wgnorait—naturaily depraved? He discovers quarter of the seventeenth century, children of “ten-
peculiarities abont hitngell, aboat nis companion der ave’ residing in the city of Norwic reated wealth
about lus surrounding=.  He iz ystitied by force valued at iwelve thonsand pounds per annum more
seen and unseen; he is acutely conscious ol their read- Uhan was actiually needed for their sustenance, twelve
ity. Hig exo prompts him to acconutfor them; this he  thoasand ponn 15 of clear profit te—thie owners of the

Owners by rizht of e Al invested™ o1

Poe codgglion of trath and factories!

does, rightly or wroneiy.

agntruti is transwitted from n:u-\.mn.»}\n.u.. o the next, hoarded profit, and profitis invariably that which ig

v
d to hittle by httle, torn up siftend, patched o obtained from ot
: O e 10 age, titlat last, aceompa-  plunder. Man's necessity is profits—opportunity, as,

re without recompense, namely

I'he
ying the huge conyglomeration of wisdom and unwis- | witness, the famine i Lreland. The principle of protit
wom, we have civilized man, velievithe amony infinite | is the samwe whether ittlow into the coffers under the
; ' :
liefs and unbeliefs in the total and natural de- | gaise of tithes or taxes, Is handled in the bickerings of
Lqra | . :
kind. lJupfA\'ll‘ ays he,must be kept | the valgar, or ie scientifigally managed by a coal baron.
gicter mif -

er, passed on

| sigstic advocate of governmentaliem {rankly admitted
| that a poor man could not procure justice in the Unit-
ed States courts. Questions of law are taken into
| court for cettlement, so in the courts is vested the vis-
|sible power of government, lackey No. 1 asitieto
{cummcrcialistﬁ. Lf justice be refused the poor man,
| the producer, he who adjusts the accounts of the
:huumu family, why ehould he longer bow to the
! court’s mandates? To whom are 1ts decisions avail-
able? To the professional profit-monger, and, inci-
dentally, to the host of elective government otticials,
appointed employees and non-official attorneye.

Aided by the hali hidden, and to the uninitiated
mysterious and perplexing, government maneuverings,
the tinancier defies and legalizee his instruments for
cencentrating wealth, then cannigly protects his for-
tane and himself with the civil and miiitary armies
he audaciously insiste are necessary for the secarity

of the weak commonwealth! By fictitious medinms,
fictitious riches are accumulated.

The vigor of the despot depends upon tue regpect
the multitude gnarantee to his orders on present and
future labor. The orders, devised by the propagan-
dists of prefit for the purpose of unlimited aggrandize-
ment, are eroneous!ly conceded to be property.  So
long as sacred rights of property avowedly supercede
all other rights, =0 long shall we have puwr{j-'-«lxickru
shall we have human sacritice.

workers, g0 long

The order “on demand,” money, ‘& of tirst impor-
tance among the weapons wielded ©y modern tyrants.
Money is the lubricator that facilitates the easy ship-
ping of profit, hot the beilei prevails that it i the
sotar” actor in exchange,  The law 1g violentiy strain-
led that lLife may be infused into the inanimate thing.

Ak the Jaw has in its keeping no supernatural agen-

civs I merely succevds in arranging formulas whereby

the shrewd, by manipulnding coming interest, ete.,

may devour all lands and every tiing pertaining there-
0. Couid o one amass more weaith than be is able
to preserve from the ravages of rats and rust, from fire
amnd tlowd, the arrogant aristocrat would quickly
dwindle {o his normal size and be truly measured by
all men. Could protit apon the labor of others be
eliminated from our social order, und we, individually,
| be contined in our possessions to what we have, un-
aided, produced, wonld we not view with astonishiment
our holdings?  For who can place his hand on a single
articie that he claims ie “mine,” and trutbiully eay,
|1 made all this?”  Was he the first to conceive the
LXU““? To discover the effects that follow certain
‘

2 16.50
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causes? Did he'perform every detail of the work?
We, as & race, may have improved upon the preced-
ents or tricks of our ancestors, may be more expert in
combining and acting them, but by our very proficien-
¢y has our dependence upon one another been aug-
mented.

What changes are inevitable when-we free ourselves
from the existing commercial form of slavery? It em-
braces chattel, Church, State, wage, financial—every
manner and degree of profit-mongering.

Humanity, eays.the conservative, may possibly ad-
vance a few eteps beyond the farthest point yet gaincd
by it, but profit cannot he dispensed with. Oh! Mr.
Conservative! what a funny fellow you are! You
drive your stakes into this or that ism, tie your ropes
to them and declaimgp “Thus far and no farther.”
Would a last century conservative have listened to the
tale of a prophet who prattled of steam or electiicity
propelled carriages? s the electrician standing still?
We have grown almost out of me forms of Church and
elavery, must we adhere to others? “You may,” say
a writer, “‘dezlare by law a slave to be free; bat yon
eannot by law root out of his nature the education he
received as a elave.”” Think you that the loosening of
the fetters will check growth? And may not the
growth, fostered by opportunity, “‘reot out’® the false
of the former edncation? The repealing of the slave
law affects oo gter as well as slave. The master re-
quires room -and time to reconcile his mind to his
altered circumstances, to ecast ofl the false dignities

and feelings of superiority not his due but habital to

him in his old station. Time mnet be given him to

The famine among the Parisian poor abated not a jot | reasoning faculties, whose every endeavor to free him-
after the monthe of wrangling indulged in by the|self has been sidetracked or directly foiled, if he,
French constitutional conventions, but an insurrection | vaguely surmising the origin of his inflictions, kill and
of women ferreted bread out of its hiding places for the | lay waste promiscuously? There are, doubtless, in
nonce—uumixed with plaster of Paris! the oppressing division, many who are unconscious of
Governments protect the idler in his assumed privi- ] guilt. If a portion of the bejeweled innocent are num-
leges of overseer and spendthrift. What use has a bered with the human sacrifices, is the horror more
free people for sheriffs to evict? To compel compliance | horrible than that fifty million of equally innocent
to a contract when it is found to be detrimental to one | people should perish of needless starvation?
or more of the parties to it? Land as a source from| An ‘irredescent dream,” this. of free co-operation,
whence rent may be derived, or whereon hirelings | says Mr. Congervative. Thought is the driving wheel
may be farmed, will not be wanted by the man who "of humanity. If the thought be merely a dream, im-
has learned the lesson of his own and his brother’s possible of fulfillment, why declare the dreamers out-
righte. The right to so much land as he ean occupy laws? Ah, “the actual final rights of man lie 1 the
and use is inherent with every inhabitant of the globe, | far depths of the ideal.  Every noble work is at firat
man made laws to the contrary notwithstanding. The impossible.”
“supply and demand” of common parlance is a cruel | The scheme of frec co-operation, or Anarchist Com-
practical joke, but with voluntary co-operation in full inunism, 18 dreamed and interpreted so extensively,
blast a demand, or request, from one district for an | that the anthoritivs in the United States have felt it
article produced in another will be promptly eupplied their duty for the preservation of the peace, to hang
and vice versa. or imprison, within the last decade, drewmérs of this
Who will “turn on the light'* that the workers may school who could be convicted of no eriminal uet.  Re-
see that dependence upon themselves is their first wmewber, lovers of precedent, that Socrates dreamed!
need? Who but they should plan their work or in-| 80, 00, did Marat, Clootz, “Tow™" Faine, Thomas
spect it? Who but they ehould dispose of the proceeds  Carlyle, Lovejoy, Jolin Brown, and, to the boast and
| of their toil? Let but the idea permeate the mass shame of our freedom and eivilization be it said, so,
that the object for two to work together is for the ben- algo, did enght famous men of Chicago, as yet unknown
| efit of both, not that one may gain an advantage over in their true characters, and, therefore, mfamous,
the other; let the terror of the total depravity of their| Concisely stated, the ultra radieals of the hour
fellows, g0 carciuliy ealtured by the mighty of earth, dream of the abohition of the profit systems of Chureh,
be displaced by the knowledye that there is no de- State and commerce ) of the universal adoption of true
pravity e

8

epl fhie depiavity of igincrance, and e G-operation . producion, teensporation o aud ex.

learn that the pleasure of ruling another is a primitive | thwarting of the union of Iaboring men will end, and change; they dream of the duy when the profit insti-

and Frutish pleasure, and is abhorent to the traly re- | unconstrained, spontancous co-operation will begin its

fined sensibility as is the drunken caroucal of a de- | mission of civilizing mankind.

bauchee, | We hear in these “‘hard times' of charity for the
What ie the task the revolutioniste have before them | “worthy pour.”” A laborer eating the bread of charity !

During the transi- | Preposterous! From the phil-

Then black is

in the impending social npheaval? Charity from whom?

tion period clamor and commotion will be prevalent. ?nmhmpipt evelved from the exploiter!
Worn out tricke of thought must be get aside, for white! “‘Free” public libraries!
without new brain niovements new deeds cannot be | Monomental churches! Built with fundg miraculonsly
done. Paper agition alone will be inadequate; action lor “providentially
should unite with theory. The imperions and hitherto | humble “instrument BBase creatures, without whose
muscle books and buildings could not be, with com-

mendable docility and  gratitude accepting crunbs

Dowered colleges

thowered upon a deserving and
o

unquestioned jurisdiction of precedent must be re-|
nannced, for what past was as is our present?

pated strite 1or mastership shall be an mnpotent prece-
dent, and human sacritice obsolete.
Vi Daxiges.,

-« ¢ & & &

TWO GREAT CRIMES OF CIVILIZATION.

George Henry Sandy, aged 71 comnuntted suicide in
San Francisco on the sth ot July, ander the iollowing
circumstances: He was a type-setter, unmarried, who
had been unabie to obtain employnient since the ap-
pearance of the type-setting machine. At one time

recently he had nothing to eat for three days, he owed

offered in pity and love!
Oh! when shall we dare to demolishi those impedi-

commerce?

Food, clothing, shelter; these must be taken under
advirement, and it is incmmbent upon every able
bodied person to aesist in supplying them.
tation and exchange included in obligatory work. Not When we go dare there will stop, as a matter of conrse,

Tranepor- ments to progress—churel, covernment,

co-operation jor profit, but for mutual benefit, gennine,  numerous enterprises,”’ such as insurance, banking,

free co-operation shonld he preached and practiced, ete., braces of commerce  This will throw out of em-
fully and speedilx.

The sooner all classes are relieved of the notion that | for while tindiny suitable places o the new reciprocal
the “Great” are by natare disqualitied for manual co-operative association.

ploymenta multitude that must be gratuitously cared

As ot a single rarment uor
labor the better it will be for those concerned. The a mouthinl of food war adided to the pablic stores hy

time will come when, ii the able shift the burden of the cecupation of these people, the temporary break-
gecuring his livelihood npon the ing up of their daily rounds will make tr
lic opinion’ will denounce the act as disgraceful.  [n- toilers no heaver

88 competent, “pab Ioad o1 the
Join with the present workers the

dolence, however ornamented it may be, or whatever vast army of monopoly outeasts, those engaged in

styie it may carry, will cease to command respect.

Confiscation and redistribution of property follows and the hours per day 1 wiich they will be basied in
as a degired or unavoidable consequence of a revolu- the necessary “grind 7)) 77 wil be registered o the
tion. The commercialiste of Fiance, during the famed small tiza
firein of terror,”” dispossessed the nobles and clergy

less drudgery, and the society pleasare scekers

c5. None bt the ghirk can bea thief:

virtualiv t idler 1= a thiel now, thourh the Law en-

the rebellious slaveholders of the South unwiliingly dorse b, Leisure witl there be tor all, and cach one
helped to replenish the purses of Northern and foreign may contribnte hic mite or his nenntain of knowlhedee
financiers,
Tion of the laborers apainet the capitaiistic svetem and can abeorh, nnrestricted by pay, pa

In the rebellion that i8 to be, the rebel- to the common stock, and draw from it =0 nuch as b

t, or copy right.
its blind or unscrupuloue partisans, what can the Oar tastes, real or afected, may be nartured i we
rebeis do but to ignore “vected righte '’ adapt the attend to the domng ourselves, withont a “pall’” or a
precedent of confiscation to the times; appropriais “equecze’

or charity !

and work the land and the factories for the entire peo- Thie “lower orders," ac they make room for then-

ple; conduct transportation and exchange — com- selves to expand, copy the food, fashions and foitl
mence, in o earnest, interc: angeable  co-operation? those in Chich Life Instead of eating to Hve
Parieians, irrespective of rank, dupg and built together, live to eat.  They dress not for beanty and coufo
harmoniously, for a few weeks, “without money and but “toy up” for show and to make an hnpres-ion.
without price,” preparing the National Amphitheatre Dot already, paths are “blazed” for better thin
on the Champ de Mars for a grand anniversary cele- Judge not harshlv the disinlierited if they mistake the

If this
in revolutionary struggles, why discontinue it when thu

bration. rort of co-operation be advautageous paraphernalia the sion to them of greatness for the

itseli. The lowly occasiona Ly mmie their nos

the surface quiet called peace returng? ters in another particular, in terrorizing Wher an

Profit as an incentive tolabor is a humbug. The atternpt is made by the harassed at some gpot wiere
laborer profits not. thonuh he strive to satisfy hie imposed conditions make lite a tortare 1o peaceinlly
wants by his master’s methods. The Lest work 18 not break their bonds, do the oppressors think the contes-

stimulated by hire, nor isa wage an inducement for tants
ascertaining truth. istence on the hichway, by enforeed il
factor in an wndertaking, say of a World's Fair, with  vigils within prison wails, by exle, ‘i-u the wallows,
the phrassg, “It cost lots of money.”  Money ! a lifelees the puillotune or the gatling-gune”  When an order]y
sy in by Brain and brawn rather—aye, with limbs and aprising is met with terrorizing resistance by s s
lives ﬁw\n in, for the grandeur of the Fair glossed cures, what conrse is left the bound but connter ter
over ma!)\ﬁ a human sacrifice.
Governments, the best of thein, do no

ainst privilege can e cowed by the terror of a

We cover the faet of the labor begrarly e

rorigm ?  May we not condone the offense of a slave

U furnish food. whose edncational (dis advantages have stunted his

Tor (e roomn Tie Goeapien nedny 8 Vel $FenT, - hie he-

longed the the ~un Franci=co Typegraplieal Unon No.
21, Buat what can labor unions do againg! machines?
They cannot save theirr members from starving and
sutceide,

Mr Sandy left some letters of which parts are inter-
eelitn, One is o the lodgimg honse keeper, who had
provably stopped his bed to remind b of the year's
back rent. o him Le writes that he thinks the anion
will | guidate some of the de

tyand that “the condi-
teon i whieh T fonnd my bed la-t evening is the tinal
blow that crushes me to earth. | have strageled hard
to get employment sod earn money, for I wished to
Live and do sometinng for the good of mankind ; bat
the fates were agani=tme, and Lacoept death by my

own band in preference to starvation and the mental

torture to which | have been snbjected 1o on aeeount
ofmy poverty,’

e writes also o fig Union soieitiog it to pay the
landlond who “has wloswed e to rewm in his houge
withont paying the rent ol my rovw ionger than any
re=onahic man e spect s poor and needs the
ot Dothis for the old man who hag been logal
to cnton principles for half aceitary and in defending
them adwavs swallowed s mebicime” withont com-

pldine.

Inother ietters are these thonglits

ve cpdured st sneers, humiliation, hiunger,
and poverty untn Lie has lost its charm and

1 Ledirihe
For the friernds 1 lewve hebad inothis big eity 1
Her o prayer to Coond thee nriver o that he may
protect them frens want eld then fromgahie big-
tert ol tuitating caanp e of Aelief from
1 e eoand when the lahoring
Iterns b tn s prit ) Gependent, han-
ceontinne bis tight lor existence, he

lon Best by droppiog ont of gight.

Phe new-paper reporter who wrote of the care de-
sentbes L as a we b educated, reticent man, with
very high ddeas of honer and considerable dignity in

It recanis the vonng nont of work in Paris, who
killed bittncell alter writing ‘Hell s on the earth;

paradise s under the cartd

Of ull events that could have oecured in these ha-
mane United States this one is surpassingly the most
singular.  We po to wae @

sainst another yreat nation
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FREE SQCIETY.

and spend many hundred millions, destroy many
thousand lives, to succor its starving colonists, and
here in the heart of our own country we permit our
own flesh and blood and citizens to die of hunger for

Journal would hang all Anarchists. The Jesuit sheet
in Spain, ElCatholica, thinks they ought to be burned
at the stake, and their sympatizers should be branded
with a hot iron. The editor of the Stadtboten in

——the want of a little petty work. This is a greater crime | Zurich, Switzerland, has become mad, he writes:

A

than ever Spain committed against Cuba, because we
are more enlightened than Spain. It is the greatest
crime that civilization can execute.

But the second gréatest crime of civilization was
perpetrated by the man who killed himself because
this clean, holy, rich, enlightened American common-
wealth would give him no way to earn life. That crime
was his suicide. And now he do not speak to him,
for he is dead ; but to many others who are as he was
yesterday, we offer words of duty.

That man ought to have destroyed public property,
gone to jail for it and lived at the public expense. He
ought to have broken a window in the City Hall of
Ban Francisco, as another unemploved man once did.

| “Hurrah for the gallows! Hurrah for the rope!
| Down with the Anarchists.” The Observator, Rome,
would like to see another night of St. Bartholomew
inaugurated, that is, a general massacre of Anarchiste.
The Moniteur Catholic, France, would have An-
archists sewed up in bags and thrown in the sea.
The Vaterland, Switzerland, would drive them into
a large field and to be torn to pieces with dynamite.
The Geneva thinks thy ought to be traneported to a
barren Island and there allowed to starve slowly to
death. Surely the representatives of humanity and
civilization are not at a loss for methods that exel, as
| far as brutality is concerned, nearly everything that
Ecould pogsibly be brought forward.

—Comrade Krach has been sentenced to death in

And every time we was robbed of work by the iron :
law of unemployment he should have repeated the (iraetz, Austria, because he stabbed a spy to death.
act. Kvery unemployed man should do this to force| —An Austrian censor wrote under the caption of an
the public to perform its duty of giving him work, or article “The Austrian State,” that was to appear in
to support him as an honest criminal in a public ingti- | the “Swoboba” (Freedom), the word “confiscated.”
tution. These would be brave men vindicating the | The next Jay the patrons of the paper read the fol-
right of all to Xivepnd toil. |lowing: *‘‘The Anstrian State was confiscated.”
There is now a man in the jail of an Eastern state! —In the pawnbroker shops of Paris are 37,000 quilts
who is there because he hae refused to pay certain un- ' and blankets, 10,000 mattresses, 152,000 sheets, 435,000
just taxes. That man is a hero. He far surpasses in  differentarticles of wearing apparels. A wealthy lady,
courage and nobility any of these war heroes who will | whose daughter was about to be married, wished
be richly paid for all their risks and eufferings: | to make the poor of Paris a present. She concluded to

with him. Would there were more of his caliber in
this country! And we plainly assure the unemployed
men that the power to do entirely away with that
curse is in their hands. The public cares more for
lawe than it cares for men, and more for property than
it cares for laws. Tease the dozy public by a little
breaking of laws and destruction of property then.
Teach it in this way that men are more than things.
Let it be public property, that private individuals may
not suffer, and continue this as long as there is one
honest unemployed man who cannot get work. It ig
the shortest way to awaken the people from their im-
moral and cruel torpor.— Public Ownerghip Review.

NEWS ITEMS.

—Even among the police we find decent men. The
police inspector of Geneva requested some of hie de-
tectives to enter the service of the political branch,
the men however declined, eaying that they felt it
their duty to hunt resl criminals, but’considered it
beneath their dignity to wulest and spy people on

account of their political opinions, whereupon they |

were summarily discharged. Of course the police
have no use for honest men.

—In Geneva, Switzerland, the Socialists elected their
candidate to the city council.
act was the paesage of & measure to raise the salaries
of the city fathers. It had, of course, the sanction of
A fine fellow this Socialist,  He will

His first revolutionary

all the members.
goon have solved the social question for himself.

. English and Belgian delegates of the
the extradi-

—The Swiss

anti-Anarchist conference were against
tion of foreizn Aunarchists.

—The wgovernor of Madrid hLas issned an order to
legally close all Carli~ts clubs,

—Our comrades in Portugal have founded a weekly
paper  Their twofold:  They 1o
free the people from religious superstition in this
Jeguit ciursed country, and to teach them to read and
Phe ity of Riode Janeiro has a new Anarch-
ist paper, too.  In Duenos Alreg appear two new An-
archist weeklies, and also a monthly magazine.  Our
comrades in Argentinia have yquite a number of weekly
has a new Anarchist paper.

miseion i have

write.

organs, lven Greece

The world moves.
— In Rumania they arrested our comrade Valendrino
and gave him up to the lalian government.  Valen-

drino had been editor of *'L’Agitazione’” which has

been suppressed,
erate violation of the Rumanian fugitive law aund
shows that the governments are ever ready to violate

This extradition which 1g a delib-

their own laws and do anything that auswers their
purpose, be it ever so dastardly.

-—Now that the failure of the anti-Anarchist confer-
ence to provide waye and means for the suppression
of Anarchy has become apparent, the prees prostitutes
are advancing ideas and suggestions: The Neue Freie
Presse (Vienna) suggests the torture. The Cologne
(Gazette favors life imprisonment. The Vienna Otlizier

- —-Dewer, Hebson, Wainwright, Shafter_cannot campare_ redeewn all eugagemeunt rings.  But ber astonishment

may be imagined when she learned that not less than
63,000 rings were pawned and that it would require
over a half million francs to redeem all. The woman
then concluded to pay the interest due on the rings for
a year, but she was not able to do that either, for the
| sum needed wae 35,000 france. What an amount of
misery is expressed in these figures!

| —Not less than 353 Cabinet ministers have been en-
| gaged in criminal transactions within the last hundred
| vears in Spain. That explains to a certain extent the
systematic exploitation of the Spanish people.

—More than hundred Nihilists have lately been
arrested in Rusgia. Among them were two army
+oflicors-and-one professorof philogophy. — .
i * e @
| ItaLy.—The gendarmes in Italy are still engaged in

hunting down the Anarchists, sending them from
three to four y

|

ars forced domicile.

twenty Anarchiste were arrested right after the killing
of the emprese of Austria, and nothing has been heard
or seen of them since. The talian government sar-
passes thie Russian Czar.

In Liverno the Socialist lawyer Modigiliani, who
had been arrested, was found innocent, but fearing

that he might make propaganda if leit out, he was |

imprigoned for two years. Such is justice in Italy.
In Reggo Calabria, after five day’s trial of the An-

archi

tribunal sentenced each—except comrade Finari—from |

twelve to twer

v monthe imprisonment and over one
thousand francs fine.

In Ancona, comrade Tito, who was imputed in the
trial with Malatesta, was condemncd for three years
imprisonment. He was arrested in Vienna and given
up by the Austrian police to Italy. Comrade Falbi, a
student of Macarata, who was arrested a year ayo and
condemned to be sent to forced domieile,is still kept in
prison in a emull gell because there is another trial
pending for him. .

At Milan the Republican club called New [taly was
disgolved and all its members present were arrested.

GisvaNy.—Twenty-four ltalian laborers who were
working ina tunnelin the city of Woring, were ar-
rested on suspicion of being Anarchists,

Russia.—The peace loving czar of Russia who made
the proposition of disarmament has ordered ten new
battleghips to be built and finished within two years.
This proves him to be a fraud aud hypocrite who looke
for notoriety.

Hovrraxn.—Two brothers by the name of Hooger-
huig, laborers, who were arrested and unjustly con-
victed have now been proven innocent, but they are
not get free. Our comrade Domela Niewenhnis has
promoted an agitation in behalf of these poor innocent
victime. Naturally hLe finds it quite a hard task be-
causge he has much opposition. It is the same as in
France with the Drevias case: the government does
not want to expose its fallibility.and Niewenhuis is
now trying to expose the affair of those two brothers
in London by holding conferences. lle addresses

B. Jtiveslave law would have-been supe

In Fuligno about |

ste and Socialists who were arrected in May, the

F. Lussallein 1
| New York.

the meetings in the French, English and German
languages,

SwirTzERLAND.—Many Italisn and Tyrolian- Ansrchr-
iste are being expelled from Switzerland and going
over to other countries they meet the eame fate. Al-
though our comrades are thus persecuted and driven
from place to place they are neither pessimistic nor
inactive regarding our ideas. Anarchy, or rather the
truth, cannot be suppressed by force and brutality.

Fraxce.—The editor Zo D’Axa of the paper Feuille
excited public indignation by exposing the horrible
cruelties that were perpetrated upon little children in
a so-called correction houre. Young boys eight year
old were for trifles confined in narrow cells for eight
days, hands and feet being tied with ropes. They die
of inactivity and physical weakness. Hunger forces
them to eat lime from the walls of toilet rooms. The
Socialist deputy Fourniere interpellated the chamber
of deputies about these outrageous facts, and the gov-
erment promiged to investigate the case and to provide
for the abused children. JESs1E LEVINSON.
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THE UNWRITTEN CODE.

I have just been reading in the San Francisco Bulle-
tin of December 28, 1508, of the proceedings of the
anti-Anarchist conference recently held at Rome and
it made me think of some principles I announced
nearly twenty years ago, eo I looked them up and here
they are, or at least the part that applies to this pres-
ent movement to suppress the natural rights of the
people: . S

It has been demonstrated that laws which go
against the unwritten law of pablic opinion are very
!mrd to be enforced. The Fugitive Slave law is a case
in point. Northern men, when the anti-slav ues-
tion was first broached, were ready to hang a Garrison,
but in time they became so imbued with the spirit of
human sympathy that they would not act the blood-
hound for the slaveholder even with the whole force
of the government at his hack. The accepted law of
public sentiment in which they had been educated
had been swept away by the deeper law of sympa-
thetic justice, that law which always responds if you
can once get through the crust of a false education to
the genuine man and woman.

When the question of human slavery began to be
agitated the unwritten code was 8o strong that & fugi-
t ! : +Huons; and when -
it did come it was proof that the unwritten law was
crumbling.

This applies to Anarchy as well as the question I
then had under discussion and the fact that such a
| conference has been held, as is told by the Balle.in,
ig one of the best evidences that Anarchistic ideas
| have so permeated the masses that the unwritten code
| that concedes to government the power they hold is
| erambling, otherwise there would have been no need
'\ for such a conference.

As the hanging of Parsons and his comrades made
| thousands of converts where their unpersecuted per-
sonal efforts would not have made hundreds, so the en-
forcement of the elicts of governments will act in like
manner upon the people, and no movement on the

partof those who now rule could have shown so clearly
that the day of doom for all arbitrary authority of
man over man is hastening on apace.
\ Lots WAIsBROOKER.
Litevatuve,
The Workingman®s Programme. Au address delivered by

Iuternations! Publishing Co., 23 Duane st.,
Price 10 cents.

This little book, consisting of (2 pages, contains
much that ig new to our American readers who are not
thoroughly acquainted with the history of the Euro-

| pean labor movement and ite respective literature, and

it 18 also an excellent

sye-opener for the conservatives.
The subject is treated from an historical point of view,
and besides points out the injustice of taxation—
especially that indirect taxation is the most burden-
gome and injurious”to the producers.  Unfortunately

| Lassalle was at that time still imbued with the idea
‘ that the State would be the promoter of freedom—the
i only objectionable feature in the book. For this speech

Lassalle was imprisoned by the German government.
. * o
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