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BE THOROUGH.
1 conservative? Nonsense! You astound me!
I am Ibson—the same you've ever fogmd me.
To change the chessmen! What good is that to you?
Upset the game itself and I'1! hurrah for you.
Many the Revoluticns! One only do I cherrish—
The rest were futile, feeble, amateurish. .

IT tuok the prize,—rip-rosriously
Imean the Flood!—victoriously.

Bven then Lucifer met with a traftor,
Noah duped him and turned dictator.

Ye prophets, men of poels,and action,
Next time, be thorough: to hell with sanction,

Then boom your Deluge,—foaming frightfully;
And I'll torpedo your Ark,—delightfully.
RED PENCIL. (Lranslator)
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PATRIOTISH.

Patriotism in ite simplest, clearest and most un-
equivocal eense ie_nothing but a means of the rulers
to satisfy their ambition and desires; for the governed
it means the relinquishment of all claims of manly
dignity, sound judgment and eelf-respect, and their
glavish subjugation to their rulers. Such is patriotism
wherever it is preached.

Patriotism is elavery.

Those who advocate the maintenance of peace by
arbitration think in the following ranner: two beasts
cannot divide their prey unless they fight; they act
like children and savages, but sensible people settle

_ _their differences by argument, by persuasion or by

submitting their grievances to unprejudiced and sen-
sible persons. Thus should the nations act today.
Thig argument eeems correct. Tl /e nations have today
reached the period of reasonableness, they bear no
malice to one another and could eettle their differences
by peaceful means. Dut this argnment applies only
to the people and that to a people who are under no
control of any government. A people who submit to
a government cannot be credited with common senee,
since - euch submission in iteelf signifies a lack thereof.
How can one attribute common sense to people who
promise to do anvthing (even commit murder) the
government, that is, certain persons who have attained
certain positions, may order them to do. People who
will thue bind themselves and submit to everything
that strangers in St. Petersburg, Vienna, Paris or Ber-
lin may decree cannot be considered reasonable, and
the governments, that ig, those who possess such pow-
er are even less so and it is to be expected that they
will abuee this extraordinary and terrible power and
that it will distort their vision. (Quarrels between
nations cannot be settled by reasonable methods, such
as conventions, courts of arbitration, etc., so long as
this submiesion of the nations to their government
lasts, for this condition neceesarily entails ruin and
destruction. This submission of the natione to their
governments will last as long as patriotism exists, for
all authority is based on patriotism, that is, on the
willingness of the people to submit to authority and
to defend their nation, their country or state against
an alleged foe.

The power of the French kings over their people
was based on patriotism, on it was based the power of
the Committee of Public Safety after the revolution.
The power of Napoleon, of the Bourbons of the gecond
Republic, of Louie Phillip, of Napoleon III., of the
third Republic and at last that of Boulanger was based
on patriotism.

It is awful, but there is not and there never was a
violation of one nation’s rights by another that wase
not due to patriotism.

The Russians fought againet the French and the
French "against the Russians in the name of patriot-
ism. It is in the name of patriotism that the French
and Russiane are at present preparing to attack the
Germans ; it is for the same reason the Germans are
about to engage in mutual warfare. But this senti-
ment ases not only lead to war. It was in the name

of patriotism that the Russians crushed the Poles and |
the Germans the Slave—it was patriotism that in- |
spired the commanders to kill the Versailliens and |
vice verga.

One should suppose that owing to the spread of edu-|
cation, the facilities of interconree between the various
nations, the circulation of literature, and chiefly that
tbreatening dangers from other nations are being

[ materially lessened, it would become more and more

difficult and at last altogetber impossible to sustain |
| the fraud of patriotism. But, alas! the fact is that es- |
| pecially the spread of general knowledge, the facilities
| of jntercourse, the circulation of literatures are being
| utilized by the governments to foster a feeling of mut-
| ual animosity between the nations, that while the use-
lessness or rather noxiousness of patriotism becomes
more and more evident, the power and ability of the
governmente and ruling classes to call forth a spirit of
patriotism among the people increases in the same
ratio. The difference between the past and present is
simply the fact that today a greater number of people
ghare in the benefite which patriotismn gecures to the
upper classes, therefore a greater number are endeav-
oring to spread and uphold this extraordinary super-
stitution. The more difficult 1t becomee for a govern-
ment to maintain its power the greater the number of

those wuo snure it.

In early times the reigns of government were in the
hands of a few leaders, such as emperors, kings,
dukes, their soldiers and attendante, but today this
power and the benetite resulting therefrom are not

,only shared by government >fficiais and the clergy,
but also large and small capitalists, land owners,
bankers, members of parliament, professors, scientists, '

"and even artists, but above all authors and journalists.
All thoee people spread either intentionally or unin-
tentionally this illusion called patriotism, which is to
them indispensible if they wish to secure the advan-
tages of their position. And this deception is practiced
as succeesfully now ae in former ages, thanks to the
many and variouge meane at their disposal, notwith-
standing their number being greater and that it has
become more ditlicult to deceive. The uneducated peo-
ple of a hundred years ago who had no idea what their
governments coneisted of or by what natione they
were surrounded obeved blindly every local govern-
ment official or noble whose gerfs they were; the gov-
ernment found it only necesgary to keep on yood terms
with these officials and nobleg by occasionally hribing
or rewarding them, thereby compelling their people to

/do any and everything they desired. Now, since the
people can read, since they possess more or less infor-
mation regarding their governments and know by
what nations they are surrounded, since workmen

{may travel from place to place and give an account of |
what happens in the world at large, the siniple request
that the mandates of the go.ernment be obeyed ig
not sufficient, hence it i8 necegsary to ingtil false ideag

of life and their relations to et-~r nationg into their
minds. ¥y

Thanks to the development of literature, of educa-
tion, and commerce, the governments who have their
agents everywhere are enabled to imbue the minds of
the people by meane of laws, through sermons, the
schools and the press with the most peculiar and erro-
neous notions concerning their own interests, the
mutual relations of nations, their characteristice and
intentions. The people on the other hand being over
burdened with labor, having neither the time nor
energy to examine and criticise these false conceptions
that have been forced upon them, submit to every de-
mznd without & murmur.

Men of the people, who have succeeded in freeing
themselves from the yoke of everlasting toil, and ob-
taining an education—who ought to see through the
manner in which they are imposed upon, are subjected
to 80 many threats or bribes by the governments that
they without an exception take sides with the latter

| by accepting lucrative pogitions ag priestg, teachers or
lofficials, thus becoming accessaries to the criminal :

fraud which destroys their fellow beings. It is as if
traps were set at the gates of culture and knowledge in
which all those are caught who, by some means or

' other, manage to ercape from the drudgery and toil of

oppreesed humanity. When one begins to compre-
hend the enormity and cruelty of this deception, one
is involuntarily tempted to accuse those who, through
selfish motives, aid and abet this body and soul de-
stroying frand, of heing crafty schemers. It is never-
thelees a fact that they deceive unintentionally, they
cannot help it. They do not deceive after the manner
of Machiavelli; they are not even conscious of it, but
live under the impression that they are doing some-
thing that is grand and noble, a euppogition which is
strengthened by their surroundings. Of course they
know that they owe their advantageous positions and
pow er to this frand, but they do not practice it in or-
der to deceive, but in the belief that they really bene-
it the people. Thuw are emperors, kings and cabinet
ministers with their crowning festivals, military pa=
rades, reviewe, or maneuvers and mutunal visits, while
dresged in many gorgeous nniforms, going from place
to place, and looking very dignitied, all the time con-
sidering how to preserve peace among hostile nations,
—nations who would never dream of going to war,—
firmly convinced that their dongis are very wise and
useful. In the same way are cubinet ministers, diplo-
mate and officials tirmly convineed, that, when dressed
in nich uniforms, deeorated with ull kinds of ribbons,
badges and crosees, while writing with great care on
the very beet paper their aitogether ugeless conimuni-
cationg, advices and projects, that without their doings
the world would come to a standstill ¢r at least be
thrown into disorder.

Muitary oflicials dressed in
ridiculoue costumes, considering what kinde of weap-
ons and cannons would hest answer the purpose of
killing human beings, are perfectly sure that their re-
views and manenvers are of the utmost importance to
the nation. ‘The same is the cake with priests, jour-
naliste and anthors of patriotic school und text books,
who are always richly rewarded.  And the arrangers
of international festivities snch as the ranco- Russian,
are themselves sincerely moved while delivering their
patriotic orations und toasts,  All these people are
unconsciougly fraudulent, hecause their whole lives
are bhased on thie lie, and because they do not know
w hat else to do.  Furthermore their doings have the
sympathy and appreciation of those in whose midst
they live, becaure they are independent, they mutu-
ally approve of and excuge their actions. Emperors
and kings excuge the actions of soldier’s oflicials and
priests and vice versa. The inhabitants, and egpe-
cially thoee of cities, to whom everything that is done
by all those people, is completely incomprehensible,
attribute to their actions a peculiar and almost super-
natural significance,

The people witness, for instance, the erection of
triumphal arches*and grand pyrotechnical displays;
they see men adorned with crowns, clad in gorgeous
uniforms and precious garments; they hear the roar
of cannone and the ringing of bells; they see the regi-
ments of soldiers and their miueic bande march up and
down; letters and telegrame being exchanged ; mes-
sengers hurrying from place to place; and since they
cannot poseibly believe that all this (as ig really the
case) is done without the least necessity, they attri-
bute to it a peculiar and mysterions meaning, and
receive those persons with great noiee or in solemn
gilence.  And eepecially this loud cheering or respect-
ful silence tends to encourage those who are regpon-
sible for all this nongense.—lLeo Tolstol.
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NOTICE.

lor the benefit of comrade Fmma Goldman's propa-
ganda tour a ball hae been arranged in thie city for
January 21, 8o'clock p. m., at the Apollo Hall, 810
Pacitic street, between Powell and Stockton. All
readers of Free Society and friends of Emma Goldman
are cordially invited.
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Anarchy.—A gocisl theory which regards ibe union of order
with the absénce of all direct government of man by man 88 the
political {deal: absoiute fndividual 1iberty.—Century Dictionary.

———

OUR mén‘mus”?ansmumn.

“Establish J\mce."

There are certain great words in every language, 80
great that the race comes slowly to any adequate con-
ception of their meaning. Yet the moment the light
of intelligence beygins to dawn on human conscious-

o -~ negy; their greatness it vaguely perceived. Travestied

In their name, inconceiv-
Hypocrites and scound-
Yet with all their

they are again and again.
able crimes are perpetrated.
reld delight to use them for cloake.

misuse and the foul contamination associated with | on earth.
them, the senge of their immortal® glory never quite | ag to possess one, from his kitchen to his hed-chamber

L . : 7 y
Seience remains the mighty key to this | st come under surveillance.

vanishes.

marvellous universe; though the student of history,

Evidently no such conception of justice could have | lacked constantly food, shelter and clothing. 8o
been in the minds of our forefathers. A trifie over a|steeped were they in their reverence for the laws of
hundred years have passed gince the framing of the their land, so possitive were they that things were or-
constitution ; and today the average citizen has very | dained by one above, that it occured to but a few that
little business of his own to mind. A network of com- | their miserable existence might be due to human
puleion is stretched all over his path. Under the be- | greed, to human beastiality, to human abuse of tyran-
nign influence of the constitution, and the myriads of | nical power. Rare, indeed, were the occasions when
statutes begotten from it, they have found a few indi-|one of them would ventnre to say that some change in
viduals gradually relieving them more and more of | or the abolition of certain rules and regulations, im=
their own affaire. The laws which they must obey are posed upon them by their ““guperiors,” might result
very obligingly, (but by no means gratiously), made | in improving their condition.
for them by a little clique who have intrigued their How, they asked, could any one wish to alter that
way into power, and who can never be displaced, (still | which had always existed. Did not their priests tell
under the fostering care of the venerated constitution}), them that this is “‘as it was in the beginning, i8 now
{except by the more wily machinations of an equally | and ever shall be, in this world without end?’ And
self-centered set of schemers. A3 great riches are a|did not their prieste know what they said? Did not
source of great care and responeibility, another little | the professors of their big university' preach the same
group of philanthropigts very kindly volunteer m‘ gospel?  Did not their own labor-leaders hold the
aseume the entire burden, aven against the will of at same views? In winter ice covers the waters, snow
proverbially ungratefal pepulation.  The burden of | lies on the fields, the snn Jdoes not give sufficient heat
deciding vexed problems in ethice is spared by the|to warm their shivering bodies. Could any one
Ktate, (the clique of politicians aforesaid), and the remedy this? The sun is 80 far wway; what good
Church, a revered organization, which eells t.hroughlcould complaining d0? And eo the kept on in their
tickets to Heaven to such as will acquiesce in slavery | Way. the same old way, thinking it the only way.
A man’s whole house, if he is so fortunate | They hungered and they were thirsty, they shivered
and had no shelter, they were naked and could get no
His pleasures are clothing, they died and were buried ; and all the time
carefully selected for him, lest he should make the great heaps of all the necessities of life were piled up

and even the careful observer of our own day, can view ‘fatal blunder of attempting to be happy in his own \ in this misery, and nothing could rouse them from

with naught but diggust and horror the immense mass
of bigotry, humbuggery, and cruelty which that great
name has, covered., Art, made the idle plaything of
dilettante triflers, hideonsly Jdistorted by theoriste,
prostitated to & thousand vile ende, remaine now and
forever the supreme guide to he interpretation of na-
tare, and to the revelation of truth. Even religion,
hateful ag the word has become to many of us, used a8
the bulwark of every tyranny, may yet, in an bonest
gocial system, prove o correspond to gome real need
of man’e nature, and rai-e him
though all that aegutes ite name is now, a8 formerly,
ustd as an engine to hurl Lim into the wire.

There are, howevyer, larger and more fundamental
worde than these. Seience, art, religion, whatever
{heir true meaning and value, are mere inetrumentali-
ties for the attainment of larger ende. The greater
words are such as liberty, fruth, love, justice. How
little the human mind has yet been able to grasp of
the full meaning of any one of these! They are trans-
cendant in their signification and importance. All the
ignorance and misconstructions of all the ages, the

pollating voices of millions of bigots and hypocrites, tering social system.

the uncounted crimes perpetrated in their pames,
have never availed to tarnish their lustre. Endowed
with immortality, they have defied the power of men
and gods. They have burst through prison walls, and
forced tyrante to tremble on their thrones. Prome-
theus, chained to hig naked rock, may well laugh to
scorn the thunderbolts of Zeus.

Now one of the main purposes of the Constitution of
the United States i8 announced to be to “establish
justice.” Who dare say that this ig an ignoble aim?
Truly, if the constitution of our fathers ghall in any
large measure effect go gublime a purpose, it may well
behoove us to cease our iconoclastic propaganda, and
join the ranks of the “*obedient and well-disposed citi-
zens.”  Fstablish justice!  And what is justice?
When we have determined this elementary fact, we
may see how far the constitution hag fultilled the ex-
pressed design of authors.

In seeking an apt definition of justice, we may
almost exclaim: “uot homines, tot sententie," (t'ag
many opiniong, a8 men'' ).
pose, the greatest of ancient thinkers has bequeathed
to us a treatise second in value to none ever traced by
the pen of mai. The core of this yreat work is pre-
cisely what we are seeking, an examination ol the real
sense of the term “justice.”
one. but expreesive
justice means Sto mind your own businese.””

In our homely
This ie

Plato’s solution ; and modern theorists have for cen- |

turies vainly striven to find a better one. It remained
for the philosophic Anarchiste to revert to the defini-
tion of Piato, and in applying logically to social prob-
lems, to discover the true law of rational and nniver-
gally beneficial human acsocciation. This small, mis-
represented, and almost outlawed school of thinkers
has solved the riddle of the Sphinx, and has effected
the long-sought reconciliation between human progress
and the full development and expression of individual-
ity, Such glory is abundant recompenge for any
amount of present social obloquy.

to majestic heights,

Fortunately for our pur-|

The solution is a simple
Faoglish idiom,

He must not even deal as he sees fit with his | their stupor. They wondered at nothing, and they

‘ way.
kept on toiling.

| own life, since it belongs to his masters.
I To leave irony, and come tu stern fact, what is more One day, however, a stranger came there in search
manifest than that the attempt to «eptablish justice’” | of information. He wondered at many things.
through a written constitution and a povernment Wherever he looked he found the same condition. On
Uosmded thereon, has proved an ignominious failure. the picturesque hille, sarrounded by beautiful wood-
Fvery man in this yreat republic must wear a collar | 1and and fertile valleys, he beheld a few commodious,
‘ from the cradle to the grave. With some, it is of gold, | impoging manor-houses; while the unattractive plaing
| and lined with softest velvet. We are wont to envy were covered with ugly, decaying, dirty, rickety old
1‘ them ; for their lot seems easy, comparel to that of hute—built closely together. On the fields and in the
the vast majority, who bend under a yoke of iron. But| factories he noticed men, women and even little chil-
lit is only & relative matter. No man, w hether on a | dren bent over their tedious work ; they were urged
| throne or in a hovel, can be happy unless he is free. |onby the nard voice of their foremen, their faces were
[he Czar of all the Russias is one of the most wretched 1 haggard, pinched, prematt rely aged, expreseionless;
and discontented men on the face of the planet. These | their bodies were lean and their tattered rags did not
| tavored children of furtane are forever uneasy in their |cover them sufliciently. From one of the manor-
‘gllded cage. The wrongs they and their kind have!.honaes awell-dresaed,wen-gmomed,over(ed man came
inflicted on the toiling masses recoil ‘on their own| down, strolling leigurely. With utmost contewpt
True, they eit at magnificent feasts; but the ghown in his every movement he paseed by the cring-
aword of Damocles is ever guepended ahove them. | iDg, abject toilers and gave orders to an overseer.
!Their class maintains its supremacy; but no individ- | So etriking a difference between the habitations and
|ual in that class finds safety or happiness in our tot- | appearance of men of the same race excited the curiog-
The dawn of an era of social ‘ ity of the stranger. tHe sought for an explanation and
justice will ghine as brightly for them as for the great “ began to make inquiries at the humble doors of the
“hmlherhood of the diepossessed. | migerahle hute. But his efforts were in vain. The
| Ie justice established? No, by the groans of thp'\ hut-dwellers had peither time nor inclination to bother
| heaten and degraded wage-glave; no, by the pallid | with guch trifles. They were too busy with their work
“ faces of the starving seekers for employment; no, by | to waste gome precious moments on an idle, curious
| the tears of helplese women and children; no, by Ihel fellow. Anyway it has alwaye been g0 and alwaye will
| festering slums of our great cities; no, by the \w,;,_vgrg‘ be. They were horn to work, while others were horn
|and paupers who £l our streets and throng our insti- to enjoy the benefits of their labors. In some fature
watione ; no, by the army of criminale bred of despair | life, in the great heyond their obedience and their
| diligence will find their due reward.

| heade.

and madness; no, by the martyr-gisterhood of prosti-
ltules, often nobler, truer women than their proud sis- Unable to learn anything from the hut dwellers our
“tere who pass them by in scorn; no, by the working- | stranger went up to one of the manor-houses. But all
| men of Homestead, Chicago, Lattimer, Virden, sho!‘ approaches to it were guarded by men in blue and
| down like doge for demanding their rights; no, by our | brase.  They refused him admittance, they knew
J)Olluted courts with ditlerent standards for rich and | what they were there for, they had their orders and
| poor; no, by the land, and the fruite thereof, wrested they would keep out a tramping vagrant, whose sole
from the tuilers and prodacers, to fatten the parasites a'T Was probably to stir up some strife among the
In no gentle manner was he

| of the social body; no, by the deep, ominous mutter- | obedient workers.
ings of the social revolption. 0 ordered off the land of the lords; clubs of hickory and

I
How long shall a1 r constitution hold in thrul-l,repeming rifles were brought in cloge nearness—-our

dom the bodies and minds of men and women? When |stranger fled as fast as his legs could carry him.
will the countless victime of oppression arise, and ‘‘es-| Finally he found an old, gray hermit, seated on a
tablish justice’” for themese!ves and the race—that jus- | rock on the snmmit of a mountain, lost in meditation.
tice whose other name i3 liberty? | “Forgive me, if I dieturb you. [am a stranger in
Jases Fu Morrox, Jk. | this part of the world and I am eeeking for an explana-
| tion of what I observed.” Encouraged by a nod from
the hermit the stranger continmed: “Why is it, that
l the manor-liouses—a few in number, beautifully

located, commodiously built—are inhabited by idlers,
o1
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A STRANGE PEOPLE.

Out of the blue waters of & far-away Sea rises a
beautiful and fertile island. It is peopled by a race of while the toilers live in miserable huts?
industrious, thrifty and peace-loving men. They had { «Agk the folly of the many, ask the greed of the few
linherited certain traditions, they revere and hold | to explain to you the justice of & social order, which
| gacred old customs, and their thoughts have hevome\y permits a few to own all the land, with its vast re-
| fixed and rigid. They have learned to look upon the|sources, while the many must toil without ceaging to
| laws come down from time immemorial as & part of | render paymeut for the privilege of living.”” With
| the eternal order of things, and as the immutable | eyes flaring, with his voice trembling, the hermit
gystem of the universe.

answered ; then calming down he proceeded :
They have always been diligent workers, they knew “By force and fraud, by statute and law, by keeping
not what rest meant, they toiled on and on, they filled

armed thugs (called soldiers and police), the idlers
storehouses with the products of their labors and they | have made themselves masters of the industrious.
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Praised and upheld by hypocrits (called priests), en-

aged by drels (called legislators), and
approved by rascals (called judges), they have en-
trenched themselves in their positions. The lords
make the laws amd the lorde administer them, they
beat and starve, they imprison and hang, they club
and shoot the workers, and by such means keep them
in submission. The hut dwellers themselves help their
masters to do go. Each year they march to the ballot-
box and each year they elect their tyrants. Many
and devious are the ways by which the lords befog the
fools. Now it is the tariff question, then again the
silver issue, at another time it is prohibition, on other
occasions the immigration question which is made the
question of the hour, todivert the attention of the
workers from their economic misery. And if every-
thing else fails then patriotism is appealed to to
enthuse these benighted wretches. They respond
eagerly, they offer their bodiee and their labor, they
become the food for the cannons fired by wretches
gimilar fo them (whom the lorde are pleased to term
‘enemies’; they engage in wholesale murder, bloody
war, all in the name of humanity; while the lords
remain safely at home and grab everything those poor
fools toiled and fought for.”

““Is there no one to enlighten thie people?’’ asked
the stranger.

“"Big gad to relate, but they will not hear. Years
ago I recognized the iniquity of all that which horri-
fles you. Day and night did I try to open their eyes;
1 talked, but few would listen. So steeped are they
in their ignorance that they fail to grasp their own
misery,—my words had no efect on them. And when
after years of unremitting labor, some few began to
understand, the lords of the manors sent their minions
after me. They took me foreibly from my humble
dwelling, they dragged me before a court,—parody of
justice! My doctrine of human liberty they declared
& heresy—I was called a rebel. They exiled me to the
forest and to the mountains as a wild beast, dangerous
to human society. One or two of my pupils stepped
into the breech,—the lords found willing judgee,—the
hut-dwellers furnished the jury —their own brother
became the hangman,—my pupils were silenced on
the scaffold.”

For a few mements both remained silent. Then
suddenly the stranger asked:

““How many are those who dwell in the manor-
houses?”

““A bare twenty.”

“‘And how many in the hute?”

*A million.”

“A million fools and a million cowards!!!"”

EUGENE LIMEDORFER.
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COVERNMENTAL PHILANTHROPY.

Italy and Switzerland are philantropic countries.
The death penaity has been abolirhed there. The
horrible fate ot Luccheni shows us what they mean by
abolishing the death penalty. The closing act in the
Geneva tragedy awakens in our memory the recollec-
tion of another who was overtaken by the same fate.

In 1578 a youny soldier attempted to assassinate the
Italian king. His name was Giovanni Pasonante.
He was sentenced to life imprisonment because the
death penalty had been abolished. For two years and
a half he was confined in an underground dungeon on
the Island of Elba. The cell was wrapped in eternal
darknpess and the exessive dampness caused all of his
hair to fall out. To save his life, that is, to prolong
hig torture he was taken to another cell, which, while
being quite as dark as the former, was dry. Here he
wae chained to the wall day and night, and the keeper
who brougt him his food had strict order not to speak
to him. Many men of distinction tried their utmost
to be permitted to visit him, bat all in vain, for not
even the archbishop of Porto Feraja was allowed to
see him. Only one gained admission to his prison,—
Signore Bertani—and that only after his violent attacks
upon the premier minister. He was allowed to look
at the prisoner through the key hole under the condi-
tion that he would not speak to him. It took Bertani
a long time to accustom his eyes to the darkness, and
finally with the aid of a small lamp he saw an emaci-
ated human being with an extremely pale counte-
nance, one of his hands preseed against his agonized
heart and holding up his 50 pounds chains with the
other.

From time to time the prisoner gave vent to such
horrible shrieks that he was heard by the sailors on

the island. Even the prisoners of San Francesco, :of the present day that diecriminate against woman, | we love less for that which we love more.”’—Nie*

near Naple‘n, often heard his unearthly cries while he
was tortured in order to compel him to divulge the

nevertheless continuously tortured because hé would
not mention any name. In this way they broke down
hig health and epirit until he became insane and began
to eat his own dung. When the government learned
the result of its horrible barbarism Pasonante was
taken to the prison of Montalupo, for the government
began to fear the moral responsibilitv—for a catas-
trophe in consequence of the indignation of the people
seemed unavoidoble.

Pasonante was a man of great intellectual abilities.
Experte who examined him before he was sentenced,
to determine his state of mind, that is, whether he
was sane or not gave it as their oppinion that he was
an unusually profound thinker. When aeked if he
felt justified to disregard the sentiments of the major-
ity, he answered: *“‘When the majority is devoid of
sentiments, the minority is justified to rebel against
it.””  And to the question, haw he, a simple workman
could write articles and pamphlets, he replied: *The
| ‘ignorant’ are sometimes successful where the ‘learned’

the Italian government.—S. Meriino.
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ARE WOMEN INFERIOR?

Like Comrade Doering, 1 have a habit ot observing,
and many times have I noticed little boys of three and
four years tenderly nursing a dolly, and gazing upon
the pleasing sight, I conld not help but remark to my-
self, how goon the paternal instinct, “the care of ofl-
dpring,”” manifests itgelf in man. But [ stopped here.
Luckily I did not drop my “observer,’” and like Com-
rade Doering infer a lot of trash, such as “‘man’s life
| is bound up in his offspriny,’” “his sole part is the re-
| production of the species,” and argue from thig that
| great intellects, high aims, and deathless courage did
i not bhelong to mwan. Yeton such frail assnmptions ig
| built the wide spread fallacy of woman’s natural infer-
i iority to man.
|

| present, to exaggerate the maternal instinct in woman
|and ignore the existence of paternal love in man
While the real facts of the case are that “love and care
}of offspring’’ exist equally as strong in man as in
j woman ; one has but to note the toi! and self sacrifice
| of many fathers, who long to give their children a bet-
:tur bringing up, or startin life than theirs has been,
{to feel the trutn of this sratement. Man’s life—no
|less than woman’s—to the extent of protecting and
| caring for helplese infaney, is “bound up in his off-
i epring,” and when both realize that self development
| —mentally and physicaliy—is the grandest gilt paren-
| tal love can bestow, we will sec that “reproduction of
the species’ will in no way interfere with that devel-
opment, but will on the contrary be the strongest in-
| centive to self culture. Itis a virtue common to both
sexes, to ‘“‘clothe the loved one with attributes of mind
and character’” he or she never posgessed. It is fortu-
‘ nate for the most of us, that “love 18 a litue blind.”
| True it is, that in literature, art and science, man
j leads the list in point of numbers, but it is an open

It hias been customary in all times, down to the

question as to whether this etate of affairs arises from
| the natural inferiority of woman, or from that cramped
position in society in which it has pleased “god, gov-
ernment and grundy'’ to put her. Darwin argues that
| “woman’s abject state of hondage’ is ample proof of
' her nataral meatal inferiority to man.
| Therefore, argne many, if woman's slavery is found-
ed upon the rock of mertal ipizriority, there can be no
galvation where bralne are jacking; and if Darwin's
reasoning is correct, woman mast forever remain de-
pendent npon the chivalry of her superior—man. But
there are flaws in the old theory as regards the un-
equal brain development of women compared with
that of men. In the light of the intellectual progress
made by the “inferior sex’’ during the past century,
when some of superstition’s bars had been removed, it
lis only reasonable to hope that with equal opportunity
to develop her intellectual powers woman will at last
stand on a proud equality with man.

The underlying cause that led to the enslavement of
woman was undoubtedly the advantage taken of the
physical disability of maternity.

In a eavage state of gociety, woman beinyg physically
inferior to man, was obliged to submit to brute force

{or be exterminated, so it was not a question of lack of
1 brains but lack of muscle that is reeponsible for the
| degraded pogition of woman, and all laws and customs

names of his accomplices. He had none, but he was |

fail.” And this man was slowly tortured to death by

T
iars but the surviving relics of a barbarous age and the
| reign of brute force.

Comrade Doering’s assertion “‘that the striving for
things of no immediate benefit, the sacrificing them-
' selves for an idea, is not woman's part’”” and that the
few women who are ‘‘like men in this respect’” are
masculine in appearance, is so utterly ridiculous as to
hardly need refuting. I have thought, and there is
ample evidence to warrant the thoanght, that in “‘striv-
ing for” and ‘“‘self sacrificing themselves for an idea,”
or cause they deemed just, woman fully equalled, if
she did not surpass, man. Especially has this been
true in every struggle for human freedom. Woman’s
record here is one that she may proudly place side by
side with that of man.

On their never ending struggle for liberty, the insur-
gent women of Rusgia have faced every danger, suffer-
ed every privation, and gladly given up life in the hépe
that their sacrifice might hasten the dawn of freedom.
The personal description of many of those noble wom-
en contradicts the Doering theory that the feminine
possessor of brains is masculine in feature. Stepniak
in a pen sketeh of the immortal Sophie Perovekaya,
beging with the words, “She was beautiful,”” and elo-
quently portrays the physical and mental charms of
the woman who in the secret societios was the life and
suiding spirit of more than one movement that cansed
tyrants to quake. To think of Soplie makes one
proud of womanhood. May her memory live as long
as the cause for which she died. Among the names of
those who adorn history at the time of the French
Revolution, are two at least that refute the statement
that braing, courage, and a self sacriticing spirit in a
woman are always coupled with masculine features.
One is Charlotte (:ornl;l_\', the other Madam Roland.
Carlyle speaks of Charlotte ue *“‘one to be held in
memory through long centuries 4o bright, Lo complete
was she.  Of a beautifnl still countena

e with a come

pleteness and dicision about her.” Sl was an ardent '

Kepublican, before the Revolution, and to quote her

worde at the trial, “Never wante | energy,” meaning
“the spirit that will prompt one 1o sacritice himself
for iniz country.”  For the sake of lier country, to save
the lives of theusands and give peace to distracted
France, Charlotte toow the life of Marat. Then, while
Paris raged about her, ghe went quietly to the prison.
Her hours were few—a swift trial and a death sen-
tence. A priest was sent, hut she declined his aid.
“Clothed in the red smock of a murderess, 80 beauti-
ful, 8o serene, ko full of life journeving to death, alone
amid the world.”  ““Many take ofl their hats saluting
reverently, others growl and howl.”” At the vuaiilotine
Charlotte wears “the same still smile.” Joyfully
“eealing her faith with her blood.”” Of Madam
loland Carlyle speaks as one who will claim remem-
brance from several centuries. Intellectually gifted,
an ardent Republican, a beautiful queenly -uomaa,
und we are told with as “brave a heart as ey
a woman's bosom.”’

er beat in
Yet she, too, was sacriticed ;
doomed to die she went calmly to the guilotine, cheer-
ing the fears of & poor man, Lamarche by name, who
shared her fate. At the foot of the scaffold she paused
and asked tor pen and paper, 1o write the strange
thoughte rising withun her,” bat w 48 refused. Her
last worde were, “Oh liberty, what things are done in
thy name!”  Her last act was “to die for Lamarch’s
sake, to show him how easy it was to die,””

Louise Michel! When
all the virtues of the virt

gee that name, I think of
: L nes common to humanity and
not the private property of cither sex. I see her—the
hatpion of liberty—in the fuce of imprigonment and
death fighting in the streets of Parig,

comforting the
k, giving her last cent to the aeedy orknitting socks
for her fellow convicts, and I am glad that all those
virtuee, that big loving heart, biesses luunsmity in the

form of & woman, even, thongh the features are a little
matculine.  There is one more feminine reality I
would like to refer to, and that is Emma Goldman,
The braipe and the courage and the really horrid inde-
pendefice posseesed by that sniall wouian, are purely
masculine, viewed from Doering’s observatory; yet in
appearance she is an armful of feminine sweetness,
neatness and completeness, and 1 count it as a “gift
from the gods” to have so fine an object lesson, as that
embodiment of brains, courage and energy, known as

Emma Galdman, to counteraet the false dogmas of
masculine egotism,

Caplinger’s Mills, Md.

Kare Avstix,

* & o o o
“Every act is a sacrifice—a sacrifice of that which
-ghe,
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