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LUCCHENI AND HIS DEED.

Beneath the fortress groans the earth;
Below the earth there gnlps a cave:
Recelve, old Farth, thine ill-timed birth,
This Titan suits his Hving grave!

What furieSbanut his sleepless night?
What spectres share his sunless day?
'Orhe tigers caged forget to fight ;

The captive marmot scorns to olay.
Yet, should the bird whose songs &re tame
When tuncd by day, be whelm'd in dark,
His free-botn heart’s & heav'nlier flame;
Hissinging shames the sky plunged lark!

Immr- * =0 thrills man's lordless sou!!

‘The rock 1u unison resounds:

‘The worst is foil'd; and, past control,

. His pean through the spheres!

Grim Horror fans the tyragt's fuce:
Foul Death the flow'r-ring’'d goblet fills;
Fear strikes the courtly lyre: nor grace
Adorps the ball that musie chillg!

But ev'ry soul that faints and fails

With longing for fair freedoms’ hour,
By new lile stirr'd, that anthem hails:
Oh sflent minstrel! Know thy pow'r!

Since the grand anti- Anarchist fiasco at Rome, the
suggestions of the bourgeois papers as to what ought
to have been agreed on, make very amusing reading,
as it seems to me. Anarchiste have had much cause
to weep. Now it is their turn to laugh. Torture, eh?
Not, of couree, the kind practiced at Barcelona. Centa,
Tortugas, or where else it is unlikely to be heard of,
but the good old fashioned Council-of-Ten " variety,
which made the people afraid of government not the
government of the people. ““The Cologne Gazette
favors life imprisonment.” That’s milk and waterish :
but Homer sometimes nods. Ne: much better is the
Vienese paper which proposes to hang all Anarchists.
That’s old by this time. The true flavor of genius,
reverting as Lombroso tells us, 10 the past for inspira-
tion, ig chiefly in Catholic publications. “Burn the
Anarchiste! Brand sympathizers with a hot iron’
Get them all in one place and blow them up with
dynamite! Sew them up in sacke, and drown tiem!
Starve them on a desert island! Make arrangements
for an international St. Bartholomew !” That’s game-
thing like it! Grin, vou devile! Ttis irresistibly re-
freshing, your consoling vourselves, after confessed
and hopeless failure to do anything, with all this ean-
guinary talk made tolerable to the average reader by
knowledge that it cannot be reduced to practice. Thig
feast of fun has heen provided for the victorious An-
archiets by the comrade who killed Fran Hapsburg.
Through the vortex of that oubliette into which he
disappeared, he hae sucked down the rnited power of
Europe; whose impotence against the idea he repre-
sented would not have been published in thig manner
had he never given it such an opportunity to expose
iteelf. And yet there are Anarchistic writers who say
he did no good! It is commonplace that if all the
working people were heroes they could not be en-
slaved. Bat such actions and their coneequences bear
witnese trumpet-tongued that it is not necesgary for
us all to be heroes. Nee what removing one parasite
hae done! Half a dozen men like him can remove

half a dozen equally conspicuous. C. L. Jaues,
& & ¢ o o
OUR GLORIOUS CONSTITUTION.
“Provide for the common -!m}x‘;w .
Here we have the ussigned excnse for “oup army

and navy, ior all the military phases of wovernnental
benevolence. For this, new battleships must be jro-
vided, and coaling stations secnred in the far islands
of the sea. For this, extra taxes mnst be heaped on
an already overtaxed people. For this, military con.
tractors have waxed fat, and coldicrs have waxed loan
—on “embalmed beef.”  And still the “common
fense” is insufficiently provided for. The ukare has
gone forth that the standing army waust be increased,
The people are supposed to clamor for more protection
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| —from themselves. The most bare-faced schemes of
foreign conquest are defended on the pretext that the
“‘common defense’ demands that we get ahead of
other nations in stealing the Philippine islands. The
sneaking hypocrite in the White House sees ‘‘the fing-
er of God” and ‘“the hand of Destiny” in this impu-
dent project of highway robbery. Every decent man
must be ashamed to be a countryman of the Peckenif-
fian McKinley, and must hope that Aguinaldo and his
soldiers will keep up the fight till they whip both
“God" and *Destiny” out of their boots.
| “The common defense”” forsooth! When has the
! military force of the United States been wielded in
| defense of the rights of the people? Establish liberty ;
| and there will be no need for any government to ‘‘pro-
i vide for the common defense.” The Constitution pro-
| vides for the defense of the government, not of the
[peop!e. The ‘‘vested rights” of the classes, founded
| in robbery and oppression, never appeal in vain for
| military protection. A Carnegie or a Pullman, en-
| riched by the unrequited toil of thousands of
| slaves, is the special pet of the “‘government of the
| people.””  But the common, everyday man, however
| diligent and faithful a toiler, must take care of him-
| gelf. If he dares to assert his manhood, it is at the
Irisk of his life. Let the capitaligt precipitate a labor
| war; and he is safe in his castle. But the striker
takes his life in his hands. If he venturee to approach
the sacred precincts of the emplover whom he helped
| to enrich; or to address a word of remonstrance or
argument to the “scab” who hae often acted through
ignorance, being hired to the spot by false pretences;
or to step on the grass, or even at times on the public
highway; or to participate in any meeting or demon-
| stration in behalf of the rights of labor ; he takes bis
| chances of being shot down in the name of law and
order. All this is for *‘the common defense.”
Within a stone’s throw of the room in which | write,
is a fortified castle. Huge, hideous, and impenetra-
ble, it frowne 4 savage menace on one of the

principal
avenues of Boston. In its turret are windows specially
contrived for the planting of gatling guns to commiand
{the street. This medin-val structure is used ne an
armory. hut avowed designed for offensive w arfare, in
caee of labor trouhles. S0 it is from beginning to end.
The privileged classes are in no sense at ease They
have lung since ceased to think of ““the common de-
fense” and are only concerned for their own protec-
tion.  Human life, except amony the Supper’” Jasses,
is at a hopeles discoant.  Better that a thousand ple-
beians should *“bite the dust,” than that one million-
aire should lose 4 fraction of hig dividend.

One veare ol constitutional pgovernment
have not proved remarkably propitions to *the con-
mon defenge.”’
insecurity.

hundred

On every hand, the feeling s one of
We are standing today on the brink of a
When the masses realize their wronge and
their etrength the uplieaval will come.  On the one
side will stand the producers of wealth and the ex-
ploited millions, and on the other the small army of
paragites and hirelings.  Then will the peoplatruly
“provide for the common def

Crisis,

2nee,"” hy rooting ont al

antharitarianiem, and by reassuring their primal

to the soil. When all men are free, and rociety is no

longer divided into oppressors and oppres then
there will ex:st no serious menace to the publie satiety
and the problen of “the common defence” wili he

finally and sat

Ctorily soly
Pastis B Mogrox, Jis
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ANARGHISM IN FRANCE.

A remarkable cvolution s tiking place at this mo-

ment in the scientific and literary world of France: in

Fpite of a “coup d’etat’” on the part of the Jesnits, the
anti-Semitegs and the stapid browal generals who are
seliing their conntry to foreigners and themselyes turn
by turn to every monarchical pretender, in spite of
such threats, I say, the honest men of the scientific
and literary world are drawisg more closely into touch

wayge |

‘ with the working classes, with the revolutionists,
‘ From the outset they have been struck by the ener-
getic attitude and noble and humane propaganda of our
l Anarchist friends. ‘1’ Aurore.” the courageous jour-
nal of Clemenceau, Zola, Urbain Gokier, and other
defenders of justice and liberty, states that:

‘““The Anarchists occupy a position in the Dreyfus
camp and a very visible position ; they have formed it
| for themselves by their own initiative and by right of
‘1 their courage, devotion and intense attachment to the
| cause of justice and truth. They were the first to con-
; tend with the anti-Semites in the street—who forgets
| that day after the “J’accuse!” Sebastian Faure and
;some of hig friends (they numbered less than # hun-
‘dred!) ejected six thousand patriots from the Tivoli-
| Vauxhall, who returned home no little astonished at
| the unexpected incident. They were the first, when
(hooted in the streets, to raise their voices to drown
| those of the bawlers from Catholic circles; during
|the Zola trial, Paul Delsalle, the editorial secretary
of the “Temps Nouveaux,” together with his comirades
lent us every aesistance at the riek of being thrown
inte the Seine by the madmen who terrorized the jnry
under the protecting eye of the police. They were the
first to start in Paris and the pProvinces a campaign of
revisionist meetings; the first also to denounce the in-
famoug attitude of the press towards Zola ; one of the
most cordial and sympathetic of the letters addresed
to the outraged Master on thie matter, bore the signa-
ture of Jean Grave., Nor, throughont the vear have
they relingnished the strugele a moment, nor that of
the streets nor that of public meetings, such as that of
a week gince, when Sebastian Faure had the honor to
demelish Deroulede the Grotesque in his happiest
anner.  So many services rendered by the Anarch-
ists to the cause of justice have destroyed many preju-
dices and cleared many misunderstandings.  While
other parties deceived or tensporized, they sprang to
the front and proclaimed to the crowd

their conra-

zeons eitizens

propaganda.  Thoneane of peaceful
_have applanded their epeakers.  Todav all Krance is
familiar with their names and personalities,”

A man of considerable tote, Muanricn Vernes, Direc-
tor of a High School, wrote the other day:

“Reveral epeakers of Anarchist opinions have pro-
pronnded, with a warmth that was
argurnent: that the people should int
in the fate of Captain Drevins wd Colonel Picquart,
albeit “honrgeois and aristocrats "

contageous, this

trest themgelves

becanse in these
persons the principles of integrity and Lherty had heen

violations among

vioiated, and that to permit 1iiese
the privileged was to authorize or
they gshonld reach to unprivil

“xeige them when
Ao I there anything
more moving than
such langnage? It recalled to me the following beau-
tifnl reflections with which deep stady of the social
and morag role of the Jewish Prophets

finer, anything nobler, anyt

Hng

»of a Jeremiah
and Leaiah, inspirited Renun
“ tleaiah

was the first 1o sive forim to the cry of the
people, to the complaint of . poor, to

the obstinate

claime of those who thirst for justice. Isaiah so loved

justice that not finding tha world j1=t, Le condemned

ittoan end. Like the Anarchicrs of our days, 1o those

who sav to him: The world as ¢ SUeted] 'm‘ injue-

tees which are neceseary — he ot L othen! it

ricted—it mast be demolishied

Omen Selence s awakening Honest

nwen, astonished at the noble propeeanda of aur prin-

sk D= there anvihing noider? W als=wer—

Bt Wis to work with the

prople wirl or the rocial emanei-

pation ol the people, fur tee abolition of eve rer-

blanece of power, for the miphof universal justice
and cqity == W, Tehierkesov, i | reedom, London,

e+ o
Whateforests of lanral we bring, and the tears of
mankind, to those who stand tirm against the opinions
of their The measure of 8 master is

his ruccess in bringing all men round to his opinion
twenty years later.— Emerson.

contemporaries !
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FREE SOCIETY.

FORMERLY “THE FIREBRAND.”

Published Weekly by Free Soclety Publishing Co.

50 CENTS A YEAR.
Address all Communications and make all Money Orders paya-
ble to FEEE SOCIETY, 43 Sheridan 8t., S8an Franclsco,
California.

Anarchy.—A social theory which regards the union of order
with the absence of all direct government of man by man &s the
political ideal: absolute individual liberty.—Century Dictionary.

NOTE AND GOMMENT.

A comrade offers twenty-five cents per copy of the
following numbers of The Firebrand, Vol. 1: 1, 2, 3,4,
6,7, 8, 4, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 24, 28, 33, 35, 87
and 47. If some of our readers can spare the above
numbers they will please communicate with Free
Society.

e ¢ ¢
The Social Science Club of New York, the object of
which is to promote the propaganda in the Knglish
langgage, meets every Wednesday evening at 61 .
Fourth st. Everybody interested in the propaganda

of Anarchigm is cordially invited.
¢ & >

“The $90,000,000 Wire Trust has already advanced
the price of wire §2 a ton, and has cut the wages of the
men in the rod mills at Newcastle, Pa., 10 per cent,
with the warning that if they do not accept the reduc-
tion those mills will be closed indefinitely and the

nills at Beaver Falls, where wages are lower, will be

operated instead.” Thus is labor crushed while the
labor leaders live on fat salaries and take luncheons
with those that depress the returns of the producer.

. & @

Grant Allen, the renowned Socialist of England, in
reply to Anderson Herbert’s attack on Socialiem, ex-
preeses sentiments for which he will be rebuked by
the mejority-worshiping Socialists of this country.
He clams to be more of an Individualist than his
opponent and says among other things:

Knowledge of natural selection in animal life has led
me to believe that free natural selection in human
communities would be better than the coercion and
restriction which Mr. Herbert at heart believes in
almost as much as anybody else, since hie does not
realize that the results of injustice of other ages must
be sweptaway by free citizens, just as must the aggres-
gions of living majorities [ am against the rule of
any majorities, dead or liying; I am for the free band-
ing torsether of the free, to resiet invagions of their
freedom. No government, but a voluntary co-Gpera-
tion of all the workers.

All liberty-loving intelligent Socialists  gradually
develop into Anarchism.

LI I
That the reverence to legislators is diminishing, even

amony the conservatives, thows the following ;mm»L

praph, taken from the Industrialist, a monthly of the
Kansas State Agricultural College :

The people have little direct efficient control. They
are sovereign de jure, but not de facto, except at elec-
tion titme. The actual power exercised by the people

congigts chiefly in the periodic choice of a new set 0f|

masters, who can make laws to suit themselves, and
enforce them till their term is up regardlese of the wi
of the people. We call our legislatore agents, but it i=
a queer agent who can gell or give away my property
against my wish and protest, a queer agent who can
refuse to manage my buginess in the way I ack him to,
and who can violate my orders and disregad my in-
gtructions, and still be safe from discharge till the term
for which 1 employed him to act for me has expired.
You engage an architect to draw plans for your house,
but you expect to have the plans submitted to von
before your money is spent in building You hire a
cook to prepare your food, but if the soup ehe makes
does not seem good to you, the agency does not confer
the right to compel you to swallow it. Legislatures
are not agents, but masters, and the people do not,
for the wost part povern themselves, but merely
select the persons who are to govern them.
e ¢ &

Hers is another eve opener for the worshipers of a

government by the people, for the people, and of the

people:

And now comes the news that the courts have en-

joined the insurance commisgsoner of the State of Texas
from collecting the tax on foreign insurance companies
doing business in that state.  This s yetting to be an
all around government by injunction, with the federal
judiciary as the arbiter of the nation's welfare.  Con-
gress pagses an income tax law, the president signs it,
and the supreme court declares it unconstitutional.
The state passes a railroad commission law; the rail-
roads declare the rulings of the commission unjust,
and the courts enjoin the operation of the law. The
foreign insusance companies doing business in Texas
gay that to tax them is unjust, and the courts enjoin

the State from taxing them. Have the people any
rights at all that the federal judiciary is bound to
respect?—Labor World.

® 4 & & &

FREE SPEECH ON THE SOCIAL QUESTION.

When asked to write a paper, [ felt that nothing
would give me greater pleasure than to comply; but
what ehould 1 write about? It seemed that every
topic relating to social emancipation had been pre-
sented. At last I decided to write on freedom of ex-
pression of our views.

The need of outspoken advocacy of our beliefs and |
the unashamed living of free lives before our acquaint- |
ances and friende and especially before and with our |
children.

In the popular world, men and women profess to
have great respect for d-ad reformers, but that they
would have added a thorn to the martyr’s wreath had .
they lived in his time, is proved by their treatment of |
the living innovators—of the outspoken non-conform- |
ists of today.

Many for fear of being called cranks, let slip chances |
to do propegandistic work that they might eaeily do.

George William Curtis, in his oration on Wendell |
Phillipe at the time of Phillips’ death, said: |

“Phillipe cherished profound faith in the people, and
because he cherished it, he never flattered the mob, |

|
|

nor hung upon its neck, nor pandered to its passion,
nor sufered its foaming hate or its exulting enthusi-
asm to touch the caln poige of his regnant soul  He
moved in solitary majesty; and if from his smooth
speech a lightning flagh of satire or of scorn struck a
cherished lie, or an honored character or a dogma of |
the party creed, and the crowd burst into a furioue"
tempest of dissent, he beat it into silence with uncom- |
promising iteration. * * * Phillips did not shrink |
from the gternest denunciation or r.dicule or scorn 1.»(17
those who seemed to him recreant to freedom and hu- |
manity. The idols of a purely conventional virtue he |
delighted to shatter, because no public energy seemed
more deadly than the American who made moral cow-
ardice respectable.

“‘Hie voice alone among the voices that were every-
where heard and heeded, challenged every word, or
look or deed, that seemed to him poesibly to palliate
oppreseion or comfort the oppressor.”

We need more of the moral courage manifested by |
Wendell Phillips.

|
who do live it fail to defend its principles. We do
“flatter the mob’’ and “ hang upon its neck and pander
to ite paesion and suffer its foaming hate” to limit our|
expreisgion to an extent that amounts almost to sup- |
presgion of opinion, to enforced conformity and social |

4

slavery.
We can defend principles as abstract principles, can|
drop a word from which ideas will grow, in almost any |

When we hear persone censured for being|

| Bociety.
| unconventional, we can say a word in defense of free-
| dom of action.
i We are hindered in our advancement by those who |
| propose to foist some new limitations or conformity |
upon ue—who, for instance, propose a ‘‘system of
| morals'" as a substitute for the ‘‘eacrament of mar-
A “system of morals’ and the “‘sucrament of |
| marriage” differ about as much in reality, as differ a
| cemetery and a graveyard. These persons d) not real- |
| ize that an investigator cannot atford to accept a limi-
; tation, and that wé certainly do when we subscribe to
| creeds, sacraments or ‘‘ethics.”” Not until we have |
| reached complete development are we capable of mak-
ling a tixed code of ethics, and when we have reached |
| such perfection we ehall not need it.
| We are 8o enslaved by our tinancial system, by our
'1 fear of employers and the fear of loring our bread and
| butter, that we forget that we can acknowledge our |
| belief and life to those who believe in freedom. Une
| reason for our fear of believers, however, is that here
lagain we are met by the ‘‘liberal” who can accept
theories, but is shocked by the person who tries to
| prove his theory practicable. |
Amoung my personal friends are those to whom I can|
| advocate the freedom of love and they accept the idea, ‘
but if [ point out to them a varietist, giving the nanes |
| of the lovers, they are terribly shocked. They muy!
| admire each individual mentioned, but when they ﬁml;
| that all these admirgble persons love each other, aver-
| gion is shown, alﬂf“'ﬂm‘. is all | want to know about ‘
them," we are told. !
Few have any conception of real freethinking. The |
most advanced teacher, end one of the grandest men 1|
|ever knew, said : “‘It is the prejudice that is shocked. |

A .

| riage.””

Many who call themselves ad- |
vanced thinkers, fear to live their thought; and many i

The intellect cannot be shocked.” I believe he was
right. But just try to see how many will be shocked
by an idea. From the believer in free marriage or
monogamic union outside of law, who i8 shocked at the
idea of variety, to the varietist who ‘‘believes in free
love but not in free lust,’” on to the free speech, free
press and free art advocate who hates Comstock’s
power for prohibiting the nude in art, bat is shocked
at the idea of lovers sleeping nude, we find nearly
every one has a ‘“principle on the brain’’ that hinders
his or her development. We ought to remove s much
of this prejudice as we possibly can.

Many times I astonish persons who are sluring An-
archists or free lovers by telling them that I am per-

l sonally acquainted with some of the leaders of thought

in that field and giving them an idea of the meaning
of the word as used by the advocages of the principles
assailed.

In & claes of literature in a school of six hundred
pupils the teacher asked if such and such a thing
“would lead to Anarchy?’ The class eaid “‘Yes.”” I
asked the professor to define Anarchy. He looked at
me in astonishment and said:

*‘I do not understand you.”

1 replied that if I knew the meaning of the word
these things would not lead to Anarchy; but ‘‘people
have such different understandings of the world that I
cannot properly answer your questiou without your
definition.”

“Would it lead to chaoe?” he asked.

“Oh, yes.”

At the close of the session the professor came to me
for an explanation which I gave him, together with
the information that the faculty were often laughed at
by the Anarcgrists who visited the school and by two
or three Anarchistic pupils, who thonght the instruc-
tors would do better to study the writings of the An-
arthists of the country before speaking of Anarchy as
chaoe. That same week at a lecture, the president of
the school used the word, and made an explanation
that showed he had been informed of the talk in the
literature ciass.

In the same school it was said with horror, **There
iz a free lover in the school!”

One of the lady students who knows something of
free love asked :

“Whois it? I = _ .ld like to make his acquaintance;
I have known a few free lovers and found them very
houest, estimable people.”

Such little remarks can be made and they help our

| work along immensely.
|

Persone who have livad free lives for years blamed
me for allowing my children to know my views. Be-
fore 1 hiecame free enough in my mind to think a per-
gon could be guite *pure’” and love more than one, a
woman who was herself an illegitimate child, who was
married but had a lover, thought it was “awful” that
I let my children know that 1 believed it was right to
love and express that love outside of marriage
not let them know that I believed in illegal love, even
though it was monogamic. A man who had been a
varietist all his life was surprised that T told my
daughters I hoped they could be mothers, if they so
desired, without being married. Members of a radical
group in Boston, which is similar to Lucifer Circle,
were surprised that I brought my daughter to the
meeting. Yet these individaals seem honest in their
opinions. T cannot understand such persons.

I brought my children into the world, and am thus
responsible for their existence. I love them and want
them to have all the happiness possible. The more [
care for them the more I dislike to see them hindered

| as I was by religious, political and social superstition ;

consequently, I never sent them to Sunday school to
be taught a belief in God of which I am glad to be rid.
I never taught them that anything was right or wrong
uim;»ly because it was legal or non-legal, and I have
felt that however much they might think my judg-
ment at fault, they would respect my honesty, and
learn enough from my experience to make it better for
them to know my thought, and how it resulted in life,
than to let them struggle throngh many trials that an
honest expression of opinion and knowledge of others’
experience would avert.

Parents are afraid of their children, are afraid that
society will turn the child against them. In many
cases it will do so but if the parent never lies to the
child from the first, furnishes amusement for it ontside
of churches, and if the child is endowed through here-
dity with sincerity and honesty of purpose, society is
not likely to alienate it fron® ite parents. Even if the
child may be turned from you that does not relieve

I must*
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you of the responsibility of trying to teach it all that

you Enow.
means, when it learns with Emerson that ‘‘society is &
joint stock company, where each man agrees for the
better securing of his bread to surrender the liberty
and manhood of the eater,” it will derstand, and

—Samuel Gompers had recently the honor to dine

‘alter years when it learns whaf society | with the “rough rider” Roosévelt. Gompers ander-

stands his business, but his dupes have much to learn.
—The co-operative glass’ factory at Albi, France,
which was founded during the Carmaux strike, and
d d by the Socialists Rochefort and Jaures, is a

having early heard your ideas will be better prepared
to accept them than it would if they were entirely
new. At least that was my experience. My father
and mother cared nothing for legal marriage. I re-
spected them, but thought them mistaken. I married,
and when I found the love gone, it did not take years
of agony and eacrifice in imaginary duty, accusations
of criminal conduct, and all the popular scandal and
abuse to make it poseible to diesolve the union. I
knew what the ideas of my parents meant when they
applied to mgcase.

If we teach our children the rightfulness of an act is
determined by its effect, not what law eays about it,
they will by experience in life justify us if we are
right. They will learr not to be shocked at the living
and practical application of the principles we advo-
cate. They will learn to face any idea without think-
ing it proper to be horrified because it is new or un-
usual.

Te mind should be developed to deal not merely
with isolated incidents, but with#related factore of
conduct ; it should he go trained in scientific methods
that it will not generaiize from insufficient data, nor
lose sight of the fundamental fact of the multiplicity of
causes and effecta.

When we come out boldly and show that our lives
are a8 good and as happy outside of conventionality as
they would be in it, we may expect young people to
join us and help liberate the world. While we act as
if ashamed, and furnisb no eocial entertainment for
them, we must expect the social element of the church
propaganda to attract them, and through its attrac-
tione bind them in rlavery to custom, from which it
will require years of hard experience to free them-
selves. *‘If men are to wait for freedom until they be-
come wige and good in slavery they way indeed wait
forever.” Theonly way people ever gained liberty
was by taking it and defending themselves against
their rulere. The fight is on now. We must educate |
the people, and must not hesitate to “‘strike a cher- |
ished lie, or a dogma cf the party creed,” simply be- |
cauee some one will call us “‘narrow,” or “bigoted”
when we object to a thing that eceme to ue to “palliate
oppresgion or comfort the oppressor.”

I think no one knows what is the best life, and 1 ece
no way to find out until all restrictions are removed,
and every one who is brave enough is allowed to try
bis experiment, gain experience and give the resnlt to |
the world. The idea of those calling themselves social
reformerg may prove to be wrong, but they ehould
have a chance to show by recults whether it ig wrong
or right. There may be many abuses accompanying
liberty, eepecially until “‘experience bas given Julg-
ment.” It is hardly to be supposed, however, that in
the first one hundred vears of freedom the abucee
would equal those cauged by law in the last one hun-
dred years.

I would not interfere with the freedom of any one
who is willing to take the responsibility of his life
upon himself. The moment such a person intrudes
upon another, he or she is at the mercy of every lover
of liberty.  Each must in self defense recist the ag-
gressor.  With Phillipe, I think “no public enemy is
more deadly than the American who makes moral
cowardice respectable.”’— Lucifer, Chicago.

* ¢ e+

NEWS ITEMS.

—The Churchies of this state are endeavering to im-
prove their business by exempting their property from
taxation.

—An anti-carton bill was passed last week in the
legislature of california. Thus is freedom of the press
gradually cuartailed.

—In Pana, Ill., both the white and colored miners
are still armed. The troops have been withdrawn and
disturbances are expected. What a glorious civiliza-
tion!  While the mineownere are traveling in Europe
enjoying life the poor slaves are prepering to kill each
other.

Emperor McKinly is now Ruseianizing this govern-
ment. Papere in Manila that dare to criticize the
Americans have been suppressed and cengorehip is
now applied to all outward and homeward telegrame
containing political news. America is not an ewmpire
fn.(:cording to our laws and constitation, but is such in

act.

BBy
-

failure. It was started with a capital of $30,000, $20,-
000 of which was furnished by an old lady out of her
savings. The operators complain that the Committee
of Management are the hardest taskmusters they ever
had to deal with. Moral: Socialist tyranny is no bet-
ter than the present. Let the workingmen conduct
their own affairs without vesting power to anybody.
—King Humbert has liberated 3,000 prisoners con-
cerned in the May disturbances. Public opinion com-
pelled him to be prudent.
| —Mueller, a Socialist and editor of the Magdeburg,
| Germany, ‘‘Volks-Stimme,” has been sentenceld to
{four years and one month’s impriconment for leze-
| majesty against the Emperor’s second ron, who is 15
ars old.

—The editor of the “\Volks-Anwalt,” Giermany, pro-
| poges means tc combat the Anarchists; they shall be
| void of all civil rights; not Le allowed to vote, to
| marry, nor to serve the army. (Good!
| —The German people are paying 41,475,000 mark to
| pensioned army officers. This eum, paid to idle para-
| sites, would eupport 51,535 workingmen’s families.

—In Berlin the editor of the “*Arme Konrad,” an

Anarchist weekly, has been sentenced to six weeks
unprisonment “for insulting religion and church.”

—A renowned German writer, Panizza, has fled from

his fatherland.  He was charged of “leze-God.” It i
not known whether God or his attorneys have made
‘the charge.

| —Last year 463,554 persons were convicted in Ger-

many, among whom were 45,251 under the age of 17
years. Eighty-four thousand six hundred eighty-eight
offended government, religion and * The
“erimes’” againet property were 369505, The increase
of violation of the “sacredness” f property was 174,-
163 in one year. It is supposed that five-sevenths of
all the so-called crimes are not discovered by the gov-
ernment.  Soch are the fruits of our glorious civiliza-
tion.

—The arrival of the coldiers at Barcelona from

‘order.”

Manila caused great excitement among the Spanish
people. They looked like live ekeletons and when
they came to shore the cond:tion of these victims of
capitalism and government made men, women and
children weep.

—In Barcelona, Spain, the shoemakers are on a
strike.  Detectives attempted to break up one of their
méetings, and in the excitement two strikers were
wounded and one detective killed.
have not been molested since.

Their meetinge

—The condition of the Italian Anarchist prisoners
on the island Assab, Africa, 1s becoming unbearable,
Lack of water has compelled them to drink their own
urine, and, in order to cod their sntferings, they re-
belled, hoping that they would he shot by their guard.
But their hopes were in vain and their agony pro-
longed.  Thege victims of government, capitalism and
ignorance, have committed no other crime hut that of
believing in a better society, vet should one of their
relatives stab the Italian king—the reprecentative of
the Italian government—the prostitnted press would
not find worde enongh to condenn the Anarchists.

—In Budapest, Austria, two workingmen have been
sentenced to five years imprisonment for eaving that
the emperor did not concern himseli about the condi-
tion of his land and that the officials were sucking the
life-blood out of the people. The charge was that they
bad conspired against the life of the emperor.

— Eight Anarchiste were arrested in Bucharest, Ru
mania.  As no crime could be charged to them, they
were convicted on the pretense of helonging to a secret
organization. Considering the persecations of An-
archists all over Earope, who will blame then if they
strike back at the “‘representatives’ of rociety ?

—In Kalista, Hungaria, a priest and a younyg ygirl
who had been seduced by the priest, were arrested for
infanticide.

—The coal miner’s congress in Belginm resolved to
inaugarate a general strike in case the coal
should not accept the demanded increase of wages.

—The “Independencia’™ of Cuba writeg: ‘It will re-

harong

main an eternal shame in American history to have
sent a lot of bandites to Cuba under the pretense of
freeing the Cabane from the Spanish yoke. The Span-
ish rule was barbarian, but in comparison with the
Americans the Spamards were innocent angele.”” Poor
Cubane!

Such are the fruite of a three year’s rebel- ,

flion, privation and misery. The insurgents were con-
(fident that they could rid themeelves without tha aid
|of the Americans from the Spaniards. but whether
{they will be able to throw off the yoke of American
| greed remains questionable.

! * & ¢ o 0

| HOW TO IMPROVE OUR CONDITIONS.

! I implicitly agree with comrade Viroqua Daniels
| that profit and nothing else, outside of ignorance, is
| regponsible for the present deplorable social conditions.
| If action is taken by those intending to engage in
| co-operative enterprises and pnt the operation on a
isolid basis, they can meet monopoly in an open field
(and put it to flight.  Monopoly can only last as long as
| the monopolists get something for nothing, but when
| that opportunity is removed, then competition, as at
| present practiced, must die.
| Ttere are numbers of idle craftamen in every city
and town, and of every industrial branch, who, when
combined for common bhenefit, and would start to pro-
duce commodities in their line, could teach the profit
mongers a lesson.  But they must eliminate all vestige
of profit and unly work for themselves in order to live.
When the idle spend their time in practical work, in-
stead of political nonsense, they will sooner reap more
benefit than by waiting and ‘whining at the dJoor of
political tricksters,

A few shoemakers, tailors, bakers, or any other
trade catering to the immediate daily needs of the
people, producing at cost of production) conld—if not
undersell their dealers in trostificd goods—at least
compete with them; and a itthe energetic work will
convines their veighbors that it is of more benefit
to support working families at home than some mill-
ionaire on his pleasnre trip around the world. All big
achicvements had enall beginnings, and o in my
opinion the co operative commonwealth, which is snre
to come, will be no exception; but we must not creep

rand whine tike cars—we nust act.

Under profit I anderstand all material advantages
and inequalities over one another.  Profit, vven when
only five centr ax a starter, creates inequalities which
in due time will grow to great proportions

very one g entitled to a living, to all they may
need to sustain a happy hife, but receiving or retaining
more ig dangerons.  To achicve equality of opportuni-
ties we must work accordingly and hielp one another
antil we reach esuch high level where everyhody will
have plenty, F. K. Rorscneck.

¢ 90 00

PENTECOST A THEIST.

Free Society of January 15 publishes an article on
“Nocial Evolution,” hy  Hugh Pentecost, which has
the ring of the sound, concise golden thoughts that
Le used to deal snt to nain the Twentieth Centary.
Put he winds up with some vague metaphysical rub-
bish which exposes his retrogression, and which, if
taken cerionsly, onght not to 2o nnchallenged,
Thought “‘in the tin of a whale, or in the wing of a
turkey, or in the foot of an animal,”’ ury expressions
that Hugh Pentecost 10 vears ao would have treated
with gneere. 1 wonder i he does not carry a rabbits
foot in his vest pockel to keep the bhughear of wateri-
alism away,

But seriously, to accept the idea that thonght exists
now, or ever ddid exist, back of the suns, or in cow
horns and cart wheels, 15 to surrender all scientific
knowledge of evolntion and go back to theism.

E. R. N,

Literature,

What Is Capltal?
Publiishing Co , 23 Dunne st

By Ferdinand Lassalie.
New York

Interuntfoual

Imim Price o cents,
There is nothing that is new to the average Anarch-

gt in this pamphlet,

tracted from one of las

yet

1t is a brilliant essay—ex-
2w larger works—on the
historie development of ecapital, an-l the part it plays

In present society.  “Capital,” save Lassalle, “ig the
octopus which sucks up the entire surplug of the toil
and sweat of the-worker, leaving him only what are

the bare necessities of existence.””

Roctalism and Slavery. |
nifsting Co, New York

H. M. hyndman
Pitee 5 centn.

International

This ix an answer to Herbert Spencer’s attack on the
Social Democratic Federation in Contemporary Review
under the title “The Coming Slavery,” and although
containing sweeping arguments against the present
mode of production and .lmribuxrm,‘mhv irrational
belief of the authyr that Socislistic legislation will be
neither injurious nor abusive to society is tedious and
disgusting to readers who have studied the nature of
wovernment and its phenomenon, in spite of his aflir-
mation that “‘ecientitic Socialism means for all future
generations not slavery but a tull and never-ending
freedom.”  Had he observed that freedom and Kovern-
ment are irreconcilably opposed to each other his reply
to Svencer would be an instructive docament. A, I,
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The number printed or written on
the wrapper of your paper shows that
your subscription has been paid up to
that number.

VARIOUS VOICES.

1. C., Spring Valley, 111.—The foliow-
ing letter from Pana, 111, probably will
interest some of your readers:

« Apout 600 miners have been on strike
here for twelve months. For the first
two months we received no aid; then
we were paid §2 per week and at present
$3 and $3.50 are the weekly paymente to
the strikers. Every striker has a rifie.
There are about 400 scabs who have been
armed by the companies and are camp-
ing around the mines. At nights there
has been some shooting done, provoked

C. L. Jumes’ sdvise to colonists is
good. The city is the best place for New
Idealism and, too, it is wise not to covert
publicity which isanother name for per-
gecution. Sam Foss says, ‘‘Drop your
bucket where you are,’” and it is & good
thing to prove capable of Anarchist-
Communiem before announcing the fact
you are one.

L. M. H., Paterson, N. J.—Pleace put
me on the subscription list for another
year. I have read Free Society now for
about a year and have been satisfied
very well. Of course we find in a paper
what is open for discussion—some
articles we don’t agree with, but that
cannot be avoided. Let every body have
his say, and then use our own judgment
about it. Once more, Free Society isi
just the paper we need for the propa-
ganda of Anparchism. 1 am very sorry

by the colored miners, but the more in-
telligent union men, instead of shooting
at the scabs, were firing through the
windowe of thoge whoare crushing labor.
«Soon four battalions of infantry, foar
pieces of artillery and four squadrons of
cavalry were sent to the scene 0 protect
the mineowner’s interest. Ordinances
were isgued ; all meetings of union min-
ers were suppressed ; the miners dare
not leave their dwellings before 9 o'clock
a. m., and all houses which supposedly
contained ‘‘dangerous’ people were
gearched. The cavalry is strolling up
and down the streets and the canons are
guarding the mines. Thus the S tate of
Tllinois paye $32,000 per day to protect
the interest of & few greedy capitaliste.
«“The troops are to be withdrawn now
and the miners are determined to keep
up the struggle. The mineowners de-
clare that they will rather lose the mines
than to yield to the depands of the
strikers. The colored miners are not
able even to supply the city with coal.
“]t is our opinion that if it was right
for the American capitalists to violently
seize Cuba and the Philippine islands, it
is right for the workers 1o fight for their
rights and defey the laws that are made
in favor of monopoly and to crush labor. |
When lawse are aholished and vlmn*hvs{
tarned into shools then peace will reign, |

but not before.”’

Myra Peppers, Ottumwa, Towa.—1 |
have jnet finiehed reading No. 11—104 |
of Free Society and it seems to me to he |
the best number I have yet geen. Every |
article is fine.  Tolstoi’s article on “‘Pa-|
triotism’’ voicer my OwWn sentiments, |
and 1 have been called hard namee for
even venturing to say that patriotism s |
one form of slavery. |

I alwaye read James F. Morton’s
art:cles with pleasure; “Our glorions
Constitntion, 111" is one of his beet. |
1 think we can never es'ablish justice
until the people learn what justice is
When they learn that the present con-|
dition of society is the result of a canse, |
they will study to make future results|
better—just what a few of us are Jdoitg.

The allegory by Fugene Limedorior is
well written and onght to make any on
think. The trouble is, too many shrink
from the faith of the hermit and would |
rather drift with the magses than totry |

to teach them.

It seemns to me that one such example
as related by =, Merlino would rouse the
inditlerent to action.

Kate Ansin’s “Are Women Inferior’”
18 just splendid. 1 wirh 1 could see the
article reprinted in every wotman’s jour-
nal in the world, By the way, when 1
pick up the averaze paper devoted to
woman's work 1 feel 8o indignant to
think that womien will eupport such
papers. The driveling nonsense that
ia dished up to them ie enough to make

one almost sorry she wasn't me a man. |

| tribute such all over the land?” Your |

the treasury of Free Society is not bet-
ter supplied with “‘hard cash,’” an indis-
pensible necessity inour present ciety ;
but this scems to be the trouble with all
the reform papers. They are noteup-
ported by those who possess the “‘cash.”
Therefore it is the duty of every reader
to-pay his subscription in time.

We had a very enthusiastic meeting |

here January 13, in whichi comrade Em- |
ma Goldman lectured on, “Politics and
Their Corrupting Effect gn Man.” The |
questions agked by =. L. I men were|
promptly and satiefactorily answered.

Morris Wolfman, Brooklyn, N.Y.—
Comrade James tells me that my ques-
tione were “‘sufficiently answered” in
the very number in~ which they ap-
peared, but to me the explanation wae |
not satisfactory. ‘ i

Webster, for instance, defines pain a8l __

“‘an uneasy sensation in animal hodica,"'
from which I infer that that whichis
“painful”’ ie ‘‘uneasy” or “difficult,’” |
consequently, if “motion fullows the line l
of least resistance’’ it also follows the |
line of “‘pleasureableness,” or “‘happi- |
ness,” both deliberalely and instinet-|
ively ! Thate plain logic, I think. |
Regarding his *'Egoiam in History,” |

I must adinit, however, that it wag a|
pleaging article, being a source of valu- |
i

able information for a good many read- |

| ¢re of Free Society, as well as for myseif; |

nevertheless my questions  were not |

answesed even there.
—_— |

Cora Dreidau, Hulings, Pa —J. S 1.
of Philadelphia, in Free Society No. 147, |
asks the question, ©Why shall the com-|
rades not find plang and means to iseue |

an e'ght page paper regulariv and dis-|
|

anewer ie that it would increase .\'uur‘
expenses about ten dollars per wwk.l
Certainly it would, but why not also |
raise the subscription price accordingly '.‘\
I think Free Society an exellent paper|
and well worth one dollar per year. |

Comrades and groups, who are su p~i
porters of Free Society, will pleasge tell ]
us their opinion regarding the above |
|
|
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BOOK LIST.

NOTICE.
Some friends of Emma Goldman, re- In lots of ten or more, five-cent pamphlets
furnished at three cents each.”

membering the success of her last lectur- | the gtate: Its Historic Role. By Peter

ing tour to the West, have received her | Kropotkin .10

consent to make arrangements for lect- Bocial Democracy in Germany. By
ures at intermediate points—the lecturer | G- Landauer....... ... 02

to start from New York the latter part Bof;‘:i]ﬁ:’;‘,’,““’m and Character. By
of next January. Comrades deeiring|+Goq and the State. By M. Bakountn. .
further information will write to Emma | When Love is Liberty and Nature Luw 10
Goldman, 50 Firet St., New York. Law and Authority. By P. Kropotkin. 08

It hae also been deemed advieable to | * Talk About Anarchist Communism.
By MAIRLOSLR .. i sviis wusomsinn vsimn st 4e ot

start & fund to mve:" "be traveh'ng €X* | The Emancipation of Soclety from Govern-

penges, and those wishing to assist may | ment. By Dalian Doyle................. 05
do so by sending their contributiong | Anarchist Morality. By Peter Kropotkin 08
either to the lecturer direct, or to Free Mating or Marrying, Which? A Lesson )

5 i s from History. The Problem of Crimi-
e}y. Yuh\ch will also aknowledge all nality. By W. H. Van Oroum......
contributions.

) Essays on the Social Problem. B Hevm;.
Her subjects are: ? ’

Addis ..
“The Power of the Idea.” The Wage System.

Revolutiopary Gov-

“Theory and Practice. A Criticism | ernment. By Peter Kropotkin.......... 05

on Ethics.” Aparchism: Its Philosophyanc Idesl. By
e Sy Peter Kropotkin........... 05

4 e | Peter KropOtRim..........ciiieieiiiinien

. Th‘f (?ngm Of_ Evil. X My Century Plant, By Lois Waisbrooker.
‘Politice and its Corrupting Influence | A treatise ou the sex problem. Ctoth..... 1.00

Helen Harlow's Yow. By L. Walsbrooker 2%
Hilda's Home. By Rosa Graul. Cloth §1.
PAPET COVET .. vviuvrraniriiinnsneseneneens 50

on Man.”
‘*Sex Problems.”
«Trades-Unionism ; #What it is, and R omriny
, Tegu-

. )
What IF Could Be.” ) lar price 50c, but while present supply
Meetings have been arranged in Barre, | lasts “they g0 at'...............coooeeees 25

. § . ) ,

Hr.,'}’hxlrfdel_p)na, Pittsburg, and the| <The s.cent rate docs not apply to those
mining districts of Western Penneyl- marked with & *
vania, Chiicago, St. Louis and other

ry.

|

| Published at 5 cents each.
No. 1, *‘Law and Authority,” by P.

Kropotkin.

No. 2, *‘A Talk About Anarchist Com-

unism,”’ by Enrico Malatesta.

No. 3, “Emancipation of Society from

Government,’”” by Dallan Doyle.

¥Freie Licbhe oder Ehe'?
(Meting or Marrylug, Which?)
BY W. VAN OBNUM,
This excellent pamphlet is now fur} -

to be distributed among our conserva- |
tive German friends.

Write to A. (iross, 330 E. 76th st.. Kﬁ’?’bttin“;mamme{ Morality” by P.

New York. | s & . -
N ) | No.5, “Mating or Marrying, Which?”
Sing.e Coples 5 ceuts. In Quantities cheaper. | 4 T eggon from His!,or'v” and “The
s | Problem of Criminality,” by W. H. Van
Ornum.

A PH Y S‘ G ' AN No. 6, “Essays on the Social Prob-

IN THE H (]U SE |lem,” by Henry Addis.
« | No.7, “The Wage Svstem” and
“Revolutionary Goverument,”” both by
Peter Kropotkin.
No. 8, “Anarchism: Ite Plilosophy
and Ideal,”” by Peter Kropotkin.

A NEW
Family Medical Work,

IT IS THE BEST MEDICAL BOOK FOR
THE HOME YET PRODUCED. IN QUANTITIES.

BY | 10 100 1,000

DR. J. H. GREER. 30 cents $2.00 $16.51

— 25 cents 75 .
It has 16 colored plates showing 13.50
16.00

different parts of the human
body.

pook fs up to date in cvery particular, |

wave you doctor bills. It wlis you how

to cure yourseif by slmple and harmiess

» book recommends Ne

It teaches |

wome remedics. T For Chicago.
Polsonous or Bang-rous Drugs M eontrl s o~
simple Common Sense Yethods 10 necordance | I will ”7"Uﬂ_n‘.h = per 'e_r'( of all
with Natare's laws,  Itdoes met endorse dan. | charges for repairing and cleaning clocke
gerous experiments with the surgeon’s Knife and watches to the Propaganda Fund.
It teaches how to save Health snd Life by safe | Comrades will pleage take notice.
methods. It is entirely free from techuical | (v = | S . i .
rubbish. I teaches Preventlon -that it is Chicago, 111, C./BEBLICIENMATER.
betler to know how to live aud Avold disense |40 Orcharde street. )
an to take any medicine as g cure.

It tenches how Typhold aud otner Fevers|
can be both Prevented nnd Cured It gives |

Alexander Berkman,
~Some friends of comrade Alexander
known treatment for L& Gripp Berkman had a photographer sent to the
Diphtuerin,Catarrh Consumption,Appendicites penitentiary and  his  picture taken,
and every other diremase. This bock 18 Notan which can be had for 25 cents. The pro-
Advertisement nud has No Medicine tosell. ceeda will be utilized for the benefit of
It tel & vou how to live that you may Proleng our imprisoned comrade.
life. It Opposes medieal fads of wil kinds and Address: H. Baner. 73 Springgarden,
makes tgcompromising War on Vaccination | Allegheny, Pa
nnd the use of nuti-toxine. It has hundreds of I
excellent recipes for the cure of the various

iseases The chapteron Patniess Mid wifery
ix Worth its w :
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