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FROM “ MIDAS.”

We dig, we delve, we crush. we tear,

We ransack ocean, earth, and air—

All forms of ill, all shapes of suffering brave,

To build fresh heaps for those who have

Already In excess, yet dare

Still more 10 covet, more to ¢rave,

Wherewith to swell the unearned superfiuous share,
Who have not borne what we must besr,

Nor owned their wealth by toil, and misery and despair.

For them, not for ourselves we tofl.

Like forked fires that desolate the plsiu,

Their tyrant tongues lick up spoil

We gather with our sweat and labor's bloody pain.

For them we strive, for them we pine,

For them from forest, field, and mine,

We wring the go!den grain.

For them, with life and strength accursed,

Threugh heat and cold, through drought and rain,

Through hunger and through thirst,

We perish piecemea! to sustain

Their lives which out of ours like parasites are nursed.

To give them strength we drain

And empty heart and brain;

We bleed to give them blood

From every quivering vein; |

Our very flerh unnatural food,

A borrid hunger draws

To their insatiate jaws.

And this, even this, we seem to give,

Whereby the old saying is made good,

However little understood,

The many perish that the few may thrive,

And thus from age to age the laborer's lot,

While all around Lim changes, changes not;

And griefs that were the burden of old chimes,

The pangs our fathers felt, the wrongs they bore,

Like an eternal sore,

Eet fostering to the heart of our familiar times.

- —William Forster.

NoTe:—The above {s an extract from the volume published

agent-general for, New South Wales. After a life spent in help-
ing to build up the colony the above summary of the lot of the
masses is the result of his experience. C. B. COOPER.
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THE PATRIOTIC HOWL.

The patriotic how! has begun all over the land, the
hero-worshipping wolves have smelled the blood from
afar. |

The government worshipping cattle of the United
States are juet now terribly worked up over that little
explosion of the Maine at Havana. * They make more
fuss over the losa of those 260 lives, (because they hap-
pened to be enlisted, hired, licensed, professional
murderere) than they have over the ruthless butchery
of the 400,000 defenseless, starving Cubane, and
more than they would make over a million or two of
our own pecple if they were mangled and butchered
in a war brought on by our rulers in the interest of
organized capital.

I'look upon the loes of the vessel as the only real
loss in that explosion. The veesel itself was of no
real value as it was only a monster of destruction.
But how wmany days and months of sweat and weary
toil it represents! And the poor wretches that put in
those weary months of toil in its construction are vet
today engaged in a deathly struggle for a crust to con-
tinue their existence a little longer, while the con-
tractors who built it, have profited and amaseed a
fortune by its construction.

The victims of the explosion and their relatives are
receiving their full share of sympathy. Their widows
and dependants will be well provided for by the master
they served. But will our government see to it that
the wives and children of the poor workers who built
the vessel are provided with shelter from these cold
winter storms, and with other unobtainable necessaries
of life, while their husbands are vainly seeking for
employment ?

Did the victims of the Maine enlist through purely
patriotic motives? Or did they choose that career as a
businese the ea meas the workers who built the vessel? |

* This article was written immediately after the |
explogion of the Maine, but the anthor ha neglected
tosend it in. It is now published by request. 4. 1.

pure-minded, unselfish patriots that they are willing
to devote their lives and their all to the service of our
country? If so, they are many times more unselfish
than any of our countrymen who devote their lives to

any other of the peaceable and more safe pursuits. |

But what are the facts? Is it not a well known fact
that a very large majority of our regular soldiers and
sailors ar® vastly inferior in morality, virtue, and
induetry to our average self-reliant American citizen?

If a soldier’s motives are analyzed at time of enlist-
ment, will it not almost invariably be found that he

enlisted for a life of ease, or adventure? He knows |

the government will provide for all his wants and fur-
nish him a little cash for whisky and women. He
thinks it is easier to lounge around the barracks, play
cardg, and draw his pay, than toenter into the struggle
for life, on his own account.
gun, than to plough corn, or thresh wheat. He does
not possess a sufficient amount of independent, honest

| manhood to make a good citizen, su decides to throw

himeelf on the government for his support. And from
just guch timber is our army and navy recruited.

A million of our best citizens, men, women and chil-
dren, may be suffering the pangs of cold and hunger
in all parts of our country through their inability to
secure honest labor at living wages, and it does not
excite the sympathy of the press and the public as
does the death of a few government loafers.

A young man may be excasable for entering the
army through West Point as by that route there iz a
chance for promotion. And that course may he ex-
cusable in this age, when only those can live, who
hold & postion of authority over their fellcw-men.
But for a young mean in this conntry, of rehools. libra-
ries, and newspapets; to voluntarily enlist in the ranks
of the regular army or navy and thereby declare his
willingnees to become = elave and professional butcher
of his fellow-men, for pay, rather than to follow any
of the useful pursuits of life, and rather than to face

the duties and obligations of life on his own responsi- |

bility—a young man eo devoid of manhood deserves
but little sympathy, and the world has not lost much
when he goes to the bottom of the sea.

There are yet remaining too many of the same kind
of tyrant and hero worshipers who enter the army
through their ‘“‘great love of country”—and $15 per
month—especially the $15 per month. They *‘love
their country” but not their country-men, and yet if
any of them fall by an enemy’s hand we laud them ae
martyrs and patriote. The truth is they died becauge
their masters ordered them to go where they unex-
pectedly met their death, for not one of them expects
to die when he goes. Each one thinks some other
fellow will be the victim, and that he will escape and
reap honor and glory for being a brave and gallant
butcher of other fellows of his kind.

Will men ever learn that it is wrong to murder and
butcher their fellow-men on the pretext of patriotism
and love of country! Patriotiem is only a pretence
with men of intelligence, and intelligence is hardly a
pretence with men of real patriotism. So let the
patriots howl; the honest ones only show their lack
of intelligence, and the intelligent ones show their lack
of honesty at every howl. N. C. Matuews,

Wichita, Kans.
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GOLD, THE BARRIER TO REFORM.

The incessant etruggle for bread, by those who pro-
duce all wealth, suppresses, almost to the point of
destroying, the noblest aspiratione of the soul, develop-
ing instead the worst features of the animal in man.
The struggle is 8o intense because the machinations of
greed have erected barriers in the way of equitable
exchange; the medinm of exchange has been so cun-
ningly devised that the producers are deprived of the

great bulk of their products, and as the manipulators |
of the standard of values add to their wealth, their |

power to extract a still larger proportion of the prod-

It is easier towipe a ‘

| Are the soldiers In our regular army and navy such | ucts of Labor increates in geometrical ratio, and

| appears an insurmountable barrier to reform in the
|lives of the most important class in any nation—in
| fact the one class on which the well-being of a nation
| must depend.
| Society is sc degraded by this same factor, that
those who have—by little or no exertion on their part
‘,——been able, by means of the unjust medium of ex-
| change, to accumulate the largest amount of the prod-
| ucts of others, are looked up to, as superior beings—
| the upper class—thus demoralizing the ideal of truth
| and justice.

Monopolies of land, and consequently of production,
transportation, exchange, are only possible through
|the unnatural medium of exchange. The result is,
|and must continue to be, the rich grow richer and the
1 producers of the riches poorer.

The corruption of municipal, state, and federal gOv-
| ernment is only possible through the great aggregation
|of wealth in the hands of the few, and those the most
unprincipled, the most vicious in the land, and the
| mode in which they acquire wealth, renders this a nec-
| essary corollary, and is having a most disastrous effect
;on national morals. Bribery and corruption in public
life are now the only potent element for go-called suc-
:cesﬂ: it also permeates husiness, and even private life,
In the late senatorial election in California the re-
\ publican party raised a corruption fund of £50,000, the
| newspapers giving an itemized account of the con-
| tributors, chiefly banke, Southern Pacific Railroad,
’corporat.ions and their satellites. Dan Cole wrote to
Judge Clough offering him $500 for election expenses
in case he would pledge himself to vote for U. 8.
| Grant, Jr. for senator. Howard E. Wright was
Eeﬁected assemblyman, and  #.rwaids speaker (hrougii
| bribery, at & cost of §1650 for the express purpose of
j\'oting for U. 8. Grant, Jr. Prices, however, ranged
much higher in Montana, where W. A. Clark, the
T millionaire mine-owner, paid out, according to the
| Btatement of his agent, over $200,000 for votes to elect
him to the senate. Senator Clark—no relation to the
bribing candidate—informed the assembled legislators
that he had received $10, 00 for his vota. Senator
Whiteside also stated that he had heen approached by
1 who gave him $5,000 to promise to vote for W,
A. Clark, and assured him that there was more in it
if the goods were delivered.” Representative Garr
confessed that he had been considered worth $5.,000.
Senator Myers had received $£10,000 for the same pur-
poee. These four men produced the money, and on
the motion of S8enator Whiteside tarned it over to the
state treasury. The Hanna bribery incidents are stil]
freeh in our minds, and those who think McKinley
wae placed in the presidential chair by similar means,
have substantial grounds for their belief,

As the pay for six years’ senatorial gervice is $10,000,
it euggeste an algebraic problem, which might be
stated as, « 20,000 senator’s pay for his term of office :
b $200,000 cost of obtainting the office; . real value of
senatorship.

W. E. Chandler, senator from New Hampshire,
saye: ‘“There is no possibility of doubt that | have
carefully depicted a new system of political control in
New Hampshire, under which, through money infln-
ences, all popular legislation at the coming sesgions of
the legislature is to be defeated, and hereafter all
republican political cavcuses and conventions and the
election of all delegates and norninees for office and of
all federal office holders are to be directed by the
chairman of the state committee, according to his own

athz:b:g

will and plearure, except so far as he may be intlu-
enced hy the corporations or individuals who have
furnighed to him the large sums of money necessary
to fasten upon the people a scheme of political rule.””
A simile between corruption in politics, and honey
in a full honey-comb, would fail to convey the correct
idea a8 to the amount of corruption in politics, and
consequently in the governmnent of this great country.
KiNGHORN-JONES.
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NOTE AND COMMERT.

Some time ago the New York Truth Secker (?) was
very indignant when I anewered an inquirer in
«The Letter-Box” that that paper did not dare to
speak the truth for fear of loging subscribers, In
Vol. 26, No. 15, The Truth Seeker reprints from Free
Society the poem “Onward Christian Soldiers,” and
I was amused to see that only the verses which
satirize the christians and their God ure selected,
while those that scourge God Mammon and other
earthly gods are omitted. Will The Truth Seeker ex-
plain why it has so much more consideration for
the mundane than the rupermundane gods?

e o o

The dailies have repeatedly asserted that outside
of the island of Luzon the Filipinos cheerfully met
the American troops and eagerly sought American
protection. How much truth there is in these
fabricated dispatches can ba seen from a protest
from the governor of the island Cebu, 300 miles
from Manila, published in The Star of this city. In
this protest the governor emphatically states that
the people of that island gurrendered only in view
of the superiority of the American arms. One
paragraph reads:

®

Sad and painful is the situation of thie defenseless
city, compelled to act contrary to its own convictions;
therefore it proclaims before the whole word that this
occupation is not based upon any rights which form
the codes of any civilized nation’; it never expected to
behold such a scene at the cloee of a century supposed
to be enlightened. ,

* o o

Another letter from a Filipino, published in the
Singapore Free Press before hostilities between the
Americans and the Filipinos began, tells of the
greater safety and happiness the Filipinos enjoy
since they freed themselves from the Spanish
“domination and spoilers. Gambling and cock-
pits have no existence; all are thinking of the
future and the labors of the field, and no criminal
or vandalic acts have so far been registered.” The
letter then concludes:

In contrast to the above, the state of the city and
guburbs of Manila, occupied by the Americane, is very
far from satisfactory. The latter have entirely failed
to grasp the situation of the country and people, and
discontent ie rife on allgides. Unnecessarily vexatious
regulations, taxes, and licenses are being levied on the

rer class, whose state ie now worse than under
panish rule. Even the poor ambulant vendors of
sweetmeats of the country are mulcted for licenses;
the boats plying between Manila and Cavite, carrying
assengers attending the markets, are pounced upon
Por active daties, a thing never collected by the Span-
iards, and passengers have to pay ten cents for every
package, even if only dirty linen. As a natural se-
quence, the people are discontented and suspicious of
the Americans, and one and all, even to the last rastic,
are upanimous in their intention to take up arms again
if this state of affairs is to continue. Of course, America
has had no experience of colonization yet, but her
responsible officers will do well to bear in mind that
Chicago cannot, and never will be transferred to the
Philippines; they must remember the very true Span-
ish proverb, “‘Otros paises, otros costumbres,” (Other
countries, other customs) and act accordingly.
* ¢ ¢

The outrages perpetrated last week upon two
negroes in Georgia are beneath all criticism and
comment, and to compare these white people—
called christiane—with savages would be an insult to
the cannibale. And where is the government that
is supposed to protect its citizens? ALl

e & ¢

It ie stated Dr. Tuffer brought life back to Jean

Soulie, an artist of Paris, by removing two ribe, in-
the dead man’s L
answered ques- pear before the “scientific world” as authors of

serting hig hand and manipulatin,
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heart so QP{ whatpened hie eyes an
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tions that were asked him. Dr. Tuffier was compelled
by fatigue to allow Soullie to die & second time; after
some rest the doctor again restored life and speech to
the man who had been twice dead. This suggests &
very interesting question: Where was the artist’s sool
during the two or three hours in which the medical
profession say he died three times? Had the soul to
be summoned back from heaven or hell on two occa-
sions, or if not, how long does the soul hover over or
bang about befors Radamanthus or 8t. Peter sends a
conveyance or guide for it? A discussion on the sub-
ject might enlighten some of us who freely admit total
ignorance on- the matter. Surely some of the very
large number who know all about such things, all
God’s will, all God’s intentions, all God’s thoughts,
| will instruct the puhlig on this point. No doubt many
Moodyites, Salvationists and Y. M. C. A’s would be
pleased to give us some diverting opinions as to the
whereabouts and actions of the soul under the afore-
said unusual conditions.—Kinghorn-Jones, Town Talk.
There are othere. Comrade Kinghorn-Jones
neglected to take cognizance of the devotees of the
latest superstiton, the modern “scientific” religion
of gpiritualism and occultism; they are authorities
on that s&hject and certainly have a right to be
consulted as well. # 8.D.
* ¢ o
C. B. Cooper hits the right nail in the axis of
the head when he remarks that “when the churches
go over to practically the infidel position as regards
the Bible, it is time for the Freethinkers to get a
move on them.” Full fifteen years ago, I ceased
to {eel any interest in alleged free-thought publica-
tions which divided their shot between Anarchism,
free love, and the Bible. Their little quarrel with
the churches ig a clear case of pot and kettle.
e o o
“Cover thy face, Jesus of Nazareth,” says Free
Society, apropos to Rev. Jones on the Filipinos. Poor
Jesus! He would if he could. Don’t you see the
expansionist christians have crucified him again?
* ¢ ¢
The New York Evening Post is very much in the
right. If the Philippine conquests don’t make
Anarchists and Socialists, it’s hard saying what
should.
* & &

The new legislation against ‘“‘desecrating” the
American flag is timely. A flag is an emblem of
war. War is the trade of government. A govern-
ment has, therefore, a prima facie right to say that
its trade-mark shall not be made that of D,
Swindleum’s Itch Ointment  But until lately the
American flag was assumed to be unlike qthers,
' It was supposed to belong to the people. The idea
|that any American citizen showed anything but
| zeal and patriotism in hoisting the American flag
on all possible occasions, would have revolted a
previous generation. If the American flag no
longer is the people’s, what more fitting than &
statute to o inform them?

N. B.—The American flag is not “desecrated” by
being raised below the British. They do that on
i the top of the New York Chamber of Commerce.

* & o

“Confound those ancients,” said Sir Boyle Roach,

| “they have stolen all our best thoughts.” Scarcely
i had I directed theattention of Free Society to the fact
| that some bourgeois writers of recent date and dense
| obscurity were claiming, in the capitalistic maga-
| 7ines, that Anarchistic doctrine I have long been
|advocating, in my Comments, and elsewhere—that
“saving” is a cause of poverty, not of wealth—when,
lo! a namesake of mine, one William James, sup-
ported by another ideckleptomaniac named Lange,

comes out in Scribme’s Magazine to take credit for
“our bran new philosophy.” And simultaneously,

in the I’Uj,uu[ur Science Monthly, J. Havelock Ellis,

| known to Anarchists in connection with the Bed-
borough case, writes a paper on Dreams, in which

bie gives Messrs. William James and Lange just

| what they want. “The James-Lange doctrine,” as
he calls it, is simply this, that will precedes, and is

the cause of feeling; a doctrine perhaps as old as

Schopenhauer, but applied by W. James and Lange,

physiologically and psychologically, rather than

' métaphysically, Thus W. James and Lange ap-

what has been thoroughly dircussed in Free Society
long ago. “There’s something more in this than
natural, if philosophy could find it ont.”

C. L. JaMES.

* e o ¢ o

ANARCHISTIC VS. STATE SOGIALISM.

After writing a long letter to a Socialist friend to
impress upon him the fundamental difference in
these two schools of thought, I am impressed my-
self with its importance and would cowmmunicate
my idea, while fresh in my mind, to my comrades of
Free Society.

There are without doubt vast numbers of people,
known as Socialists, who, while opposed to all exist-
ing forms of goverament, cannot relinquish the
superstition that some form of associated authority
is necessary. Their argument is that some form of
authority must be to finally decide, and men must
be compelled to do right. They have an ideal gov-
ernment that is to be altruistic; poverty is to be
abolished and all men to be made happy; liberty is
not 8o essential. If men’s wants are supplied they
will be happy without liberty. They notice the
economy of corporations and trusts and propose
that their government shall absorb and administer
them for the good of all; they do not propose to
kill monopoly, but to confine it to their State. The
trusts now control the government. Then the gov-
ernment would control the trusts. A distinction, I
fear, with very little difference, when we realize that
human nature is about the same all around and the
individuals composing government are ‘‘all honor-
able men.” But they tell us the people as a whole
and not the politicians are to govern. That, how-
ever, is what democracy claimne. O, yes! but a new
system is to be established. Our Fabian friends
have outlined the policy, and it is being inaugu-
rated very fast.

Sidney Webb tells about the gigantic strides to-
ward Socialism in England. After enumerating
the thousand and one industries and enterprises
formerly condueted by individual interest he says:
“Step by step the community has absorbed them
wholly pr partially and private exploitation has
been lessened.” In reading his essay I expected he
would point a moral by showing that poverty and
general exploitation had been lessened. But I looked
in vain. These Fabian essays and the literature of
State Socialists in general have convinced me that
the trend of all government i toward the control
of all industries and enterprises. Sidney Webb
says: “No member of parliament has so much as
introduced a bill to give effect to the Aunarchist
principles of Herbert Spencer.” Why should they?
Politicians do not propose to cut their own throate.
Chauncey Depew said at Buffalo: “From Washing-
ton to McKinley we have evoluted from the weak-
est form of federation to the most concentrated one
—executive centralization.”  Let Mr. Webb take
note. Unecle Sam is not far behind “Merry Eng-
land.” I want my friend to note that our politi-
cians are “cheek by job” with State Socialists, and
I want him to understand that political governments
in their unconscious endeavors toward State Social-
ism are in fact struggling for more power, concen-
trating their territory. The life of government is
as dear to them as the God idea is to the theologian;
the bages of each are identical—alsolute sovereignty.

Pollock in his history of the “Science of Polities”
says: “Inevery form of government you must come
at last to some power which is absolute, to which
all other powers are subject, and which, itself, is sub-
ject to none.” Is not that a pretty good definition of
master and slave? I defy my friend to show where
in his ideal form there can be any less a master and
its subjects lesser slaves. Can there be any other
basis of government than sovereign authority? [
quote Bakanin, substituting government for God:
“In vain flying in the face of good senge and all
teachings of history do they represent their govern-
ment as amimated by the tenderest love of human
liberty; a master, whoever he may be and however

liberal he may desire to show himself, remains none

i
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the less always a Its exist rily
implies the slavery of all that are beneath it, there-
fore, if government existed, only in one way could
it serve human liberty—by ceasing to exist.”

Having defined the State conception, let us turn
to Anarchist Socialism. It is quite popular for the
various schools of so-called Bocialists to deny the
Anarchist. Yet when we come to contemplate a
true social condition, should it not be composed of
free individuals? Can we conceive of a true society
when some are given power over others? May we not
assert that Anarchism—absolute freedom—is the
only true basis of Socialism? The word is too god
to allow our opponents to monopolize it. The An-
archists would advance society by making its units
free. The “Bocial Organism’ of Webb is set to
catch gulls; it is government in disguise. Give it
power and it will develop into & tyrant. Between
the two extremes, State and Anarchistic Socialism,
that is to say between all government and no gov-
ernment, are ranged all schools of political thonght.
“The currents of duty and destiny that flow through
the hearts of the people,” as our “great” McKinley
has it, are urging men on to the imperial heighte
where wealth and power have absolute domain. But
an undercurrent of independent common sense is
rising. The tinsel and show—*‘the pride and pomp
of glorious war” is being recognized as but another
phase of the war-paint of the savage. The “Duty
and Destiny,” a “The White Man’s Burden” is sim-
ply the rich man’s subterfuge. The man who mur-
ders his neighbor is no worse than the soldier who
shoots to kill. The government agent with his tax
warrant is no better than the highwayman with
his pistol. Crime and invasion is nowise lessened
by being made respectable by authority, and our
altruistic friends must learn that happiness can
never be forced upon the people. Invaslon is none
the less a crime because of the good intentions of
the invader. Man is not his brother’s keeper, but
an equal heir to nature’s bounty.

Hail Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, with par-
tiality to the greatest of these—Liberty.

Porterville, N. Y. A. L. BarLrou.

¢ ¢ & & @

SOME IDEAS.

There are some of my notiong, which, when I was
young and green, I treated lightly because they were
my own, but which, now I am growing old and grey,
I think the better of on that account. For, what
another man has told me he can teach others still ;
but what that mysterious ‘“little bird” has told me
will never be known unless [ tell it. As to the chance
of their not being worthy to tell, I perceive that some
of these ideas have raised quite a racket since they
were first hinted at in Free Society and elsewhere.
They have been decried and misrepresented, which,
according to Garrison’s Law, is the measure of value
in radical thought. Besides, they have saved me from
wasting a good deal of time in roade leading nowhere,
which I am eorry to see go many radicals follow.
There is 8o much to do, that no greater service can be
rendered thoge who really desire to advance the world,
than warning them off the by-path thus radiating
from the straight highway. Therefore, to silence mis-
representation, I repeat, in worde perhaps clearer|
than the others.

1. Be not imposed upon by formal logic. I will not
remind you how conclusively it can be proved that
this side of the street is the other side, or that every
dog has three taile; for in these theorems, well adapted
ag they are to puzzle all but the subtlest logicians,*
there is a formal fallacy. But there is none that any-
body has been able to expose in the proofs of such
contradictory propositions as that matter ie infinitely
divisible, and that itis not; that all things are fated,
and that the human will is free. Remember labor |
expended by no contemptible thinkers on these futile
logomachies, and learn that eyllogism is empty with-
out certain precognita et preconcessa which can have
no place in a method professing, ae all philosophy
does, to begin by discarding authority. The only use

* The great mathematician 8ir William Hamilton,
inventor of quaternions, confessed he did not sée the
fallacy in the famoue proof that Achilles could never
overtake the tortoise ! G s L

of logic to the positive thinker is that it suggests ex-
periments by reasoning from hypotheses, which serve
as the (profersional) precognita or preconcessa of a sei-
ence. And “bad” logic will do that just as well as
‘‘good.” Bat, if the hypothesis be such that it leads
to no experiment, or if it be a dogma, which will per-
mit none, then, the more logically you reason from it
the more you ‘‘will find no end, in wandering mazes
lost.”” The conflicting assumptions of idealism and
materialism seem to me very good examples of the
first kind ; those of egoism, altruism, optimism, pessi-
mism, illustrate the second. An Anarchist can make
a rhetorical plea for Anarchism out of perhaps any
one among these metaphysical first principles. Buat if
he thinks to have his Anarchism rest upon such in-
secure foundations be ig only doing the cause an in-
jury. Heeaddles it, quite un rily with a doubi
embarrassment : that that by which he wants to prove
his conclusion cannot itself be proved, and that, if it
could, anything else can be proved by it just as well
as what he wishes to prove. =

2. For, everything in general meane nothing in
particular.  What follows {from the assertion, 8o com-
mon nowsdays, that something objected to as unjust
is “‘evolution?’ Of courre it is—because whatever
happens ie part of evolution in the widest sense? And
what then? Why nothing. Equally inconsequential
is the assertion that the thing is right, because it is,
and whatever is is right. And equally inane is the
pessimistic plea ‘It is no more than everything else.”
The uselessness of all thest propositions, in which one
of the terms amounts to ‘‘everything,”” may be shown,
in general, by this reflection that they really are iden-
tical. The sum total—the universe—being the only
thing there is, ie, of course, neceesarily, the best thing
possible and the worst; the great ego and the great
non-ego; the object and the subject. All these propo-
sitions alike, though they sound contradictory, are
but opposite statements of the same relation. They
boil down to this typical truism that whatever is is.
To vary and complicate them ie multiplying words,
not deeds; and while very eunitable in mere declama-
tion, it ie totally foreign to serious inquiry.

3. It would not be very original to say that the
only true wisdom is a doing. The more we try to do
anything—any one thing, not a contradiction involv-
ing the term infinity, such as squaring the circle or
constructing a perpetual motion—the more we learn
how to do it. But we must not delude oureelves with
the idea that we can learn in that manuer to promote
either our own happiness or another’s.
higher vision, attained in another way, if at all.
learn how to do what we wish to do—whether we shall
be the happier for our success, wno knoxg?

4. Heonly, I conceive, to whom the secret of hap-
piness 18 & subjective revelation, not learned but
natural and instictive. lle who finde his whole nat-
ure 80 posseseed with benevolence, #ay, or music, or
mathematicg, or what you will, but anyway by a
single ruling passion, that he is content to look at
nothing eave in relation to this, really does know what
ig for his happiness. And obeerve that though that
which constitutes his happiness makes him try to
succeed, it ie not the success but the effort which

makes the happiness. This man’s anewer to the argu-

ment of pessimism ig extremely short.
denying ite first principles.
5. Such men are few. it may be said

reason why they should be.

He begins hy

[ eee no
I believe every man hae

| such a natural bent, though it may be of 8 much more
cdmplex kind than any among those above stated.

What a progressive world this wonld be if every one
acted out this his originality! But most men are
trained and bullied away from it. Is not this an argu-
ment for Anarchism?

6. It is a truth, at any rate, which men learn by
experience as they grow wiser.
monkey. He does as others do because they do it.
The half-civilized man does as others do becanse that
is the easiest way to wealth, or quietude. or some-

| thing elee, which he ig taught to think is for his hap-

piness. The enlightened man perceives that the
eprings of life are in the instinctive automatic portion
of his nature; and that to depart from them is moral
death. Hence, as they become wiser, they become
less inclined either to obey external rules or to make
others do so. This ie the law of social progress.

7. The names of God, eoul, conscience, have been
8o much abused that most rebele have a prejudice
against them. But there are momentous truthe which
can scarcely be expressed without them. It is ‘“God”

4 !

i

This is a|
We |

The savage is likea |

who inspires original action ; that is, it is the first cause
operating in the directest manmer. Conscience is a
real faculty. It is the foreshadowing of remorse which
every man feels who is about to violate his instincts.
As a negative guide, though not as a positive one, it is
the best. When it was proposed a while since to
sterilize degenerates, most utilitarians applauded the
notion, which intuitionaliste unanimously condemned.
Science has come since to show that degeneracy is a
cause as well as an effect of genius, and that artificially
assisting its disappearance could only reenforce Phil-
istia. But she was not in evidence ae soon as (on-
science, C. L. JaMes,

- & ¢ o o

A FREE UNIVERSITY TRAMMELLED.

Tne discontinnance of the Belgian free univergity is
‘an additional proof of the struggles true and inde-
pendent regsearch and investigation are encountering
with the reactionary forces.

This enterpriee provoked the enmity and hatred of
the Be]giin conservatives on account of its interna-
tional character. They did not rest until the state
withdrew from that institution the right to issue
diplomas. Thue it was made imposeible to the gradu-
ates of that university to obtain state positions. Of
course there are but few students who follow science
for its own sake; most of them follow it as & means
of obtaining a livelihood through state positione. Hav-
ing to produce diplomas from regular state universities
in order to secure such positions, students are thus
prevented from attending the free university, which of
couree was a fatal blow to that institution. Thus the
state and church superstition trinmphed over genuine
science. Only two or three special faculties remain
‘open, among them the ‘‘Institute for Industry” in
which young workmen receive an excellent theoretical
|and practical education. The continusnce of the
geographical institute, managed by Elisee Reclus, the
greatest geographer of the aye, 18 also assured for the
| preeent, although Reclue is the person against whom
| the most violent opposition wae made, not only from
| jealousy because of his scientific superiority, but on
| account of his open avowal of Anarchism.
| The ranke of darkness will hail this victory over
| “infidelic science,” but truly enlightened and pro-
| gressive people will regret the failure of an enterprise

whoge gole aim and object was the advance of science
‘nnd research and the progresé of the human race:i—
Chicago Arbetter-Zeituny.
1
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Litevature,

Blue Luws of Connecticut.
Co., 2% Lafayette Place, New York

Published by the Truth Reeker
Price, paper cover 5 cents
Thix book will be interesting to those who con-

stantly prate about the “good old times,” and ip-

structing to those claiming “the world is as bad as
ever.”  The gulf between the past and present is so
great that our contemptible Comstock seems to be
an angel in comparison with his predecessors, the
puritans of old.  Men were fined for kissing their
wives on Sunday; people were not allowed to sweep
their rooms nor make their beds on that day; wom-
|en were stripped half naked and whipped for little
offences, etc. This interesting work also includes

the persecution of witches and

Quakers in New England and a summary of the

blue laws of Virginia.

an accuunt of

¢ o o

Awful Discloxurex of Marin Monk, or the Secrets of the
Black Nunnery Revealed.  The book contains 240 closely
printed pages. Published by W. E. Price, 1203 Market St., Ban

| Francisco, Cal. Price by mail 30 cents.

This is one of the most formidable books against

nunneries and their practices ever published, and
the awful disclosures of Maria Monk, an escaped
nun, makes one wonder that such criminal institu-
tions are not wiped out of existence in so-called
civilized communities.  After the deluded girls
have taken the veil they are told that priests do
not gin, and everything they do and wish is proper
‘and right. Thus the nuns become the victims of
the libertines called priests; infants are born as a
| consequence, but they are immediately after birth
| baptized and strangled! But to grasp the moun-
strous and abominable things pragiiced in the nun-
| eries the bk must be -
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‘New Soath

The number printed or written on
the wrapper of your paper shows that
your subscription has been paid up to
that number.

A LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA.

Comrades,—No. 12 of Free Society to
hand today. It ig'of course alwaye wel-
come, but more ezpecially as we have no
Anarchist paper published in Australia,
We have Anarchists here for all that,
and comrades fairly alive to their reepon-
gibilities as euch ; and whi'e not yet with-
in sight of an appreciable realization of
Anarchist ideals, we have reached devel-
opments in social matters that will com-
pare favoiably even with the environ-
ments and personal enjoyment of a fuller
measure of individual freedom in the
livee of the producing masses dof thé
“great republic.” However, with usin
Wales as with you there
existe a ctate of things that is utterly
loathsome and rotten, so far as we con-
ceive the best interests of the workers'
development and evolution.

We have no ‘‘Chicago,” but from '90
to '94 we most certainly had a fierce and
merciless attack upon all apd every form
of freedom, except as duly allowed by
the goverament Gaczette ; Andrews, Wolf,
Shellenberg, the writer, and others were
caged up for terms of varying lengths of
from twelve monthe with hard labor to
years in the case of the so-called shearer
rioters in '84. Personally 1 think of
those years with sadness and shudder,
and often ae I slept iu the cell under the
gallows of the Maitland jail [ have real-
ized in some measure the soul strength
of those brave ones who died for con-
acience eake—martyrs for freedom.

Early in '92 we adopted the title of
Active Service Brigade as a bond of unity
with others not perhaps sc far as our-
selves on the road to pereonal emanci-
pation. We have retained and utilized
it up to.date. As Anarchists, professed
and open, our numerical strength leaves
much to be degired, but the influence we
have had, and perhape in a measure may
retain, is great. From '90 to the present
time few movements have been in prog- |
ress without the help or presence some- |
where of Anarchists. In Sydney the in-
dustrial movement hae had its Anarch-
ists—men commanding respect. .Jour-

naliem, even capitalistic organs, were |

considerably influenced by them. Dar-
ing '95 to '97 thousands of city workers,
unemployed, were helped by the An'zrch
istic asgociation under the title of A. 8. B
to honorably hold on to mdr-pendencp of !
action that would without their methods
probably tave been impossible.

We are taking another stand. We
are starting a camp of gold miners and
rettlers at a place called Nerriga.
just returning to this city from there.
The pioneer party are now camped, hav-
ing selected a location. We think it will
do.  From the prospects I washed it
seems that we will get enongh to pay for

few things. They are starting to cat
down timber to build with.

More later, if accepted.

Sydney, Australia.

1. Dwh kg,
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“SPIRITS.”

Under thie heading, in No. 210 of Free
Nociety, 1 find Kate Auetin hae criticised
the National Anti-Christian Spiritual Or-
der, the angel directors of the same, and
several mortal members who are earnest
for action as co-laborers with the great
minds who started this reform move-
ment with the view to instruct minds
away from ignokgnce and superstition.

Kate Austin

{

Iam

vened H. spiritualisye

friend; I wish to say to this woman of |
much ability to be witty : Come up out |
of the wilderness; remove from a little
mill village and take up vour abode where \
there is an activity of thought which |
demands to know ‘“‘what of the hour.”

Had Kate been so placed as she merits,
ghe coultl have learned of great men who |
have investigated that which she knows |
naught regarding. I note that ehe reads
Free Society and Lucifer, and wish hereip |
t@Bffer to her mind a thought from the| ;
great naturalist—Alfred Russel Wallace. |
Of that which ghe has eneered at A. R, |
Wallace save:

.My podition, therefore, is that the
phenomena of spiritualism in their en-
tirety do not require further confirma-
tion. They are proven quite as well as
any facte are proven in any other sci- |
ences, and it is not denial or quibbling
that can disprove any ofthem, but only
fresh facts and accurate deductions from |
those facts. When these opponents of |
spiritualism can give a record of their |
researches approaching in duration and
completeness to those of its advocates; |
and when they can discover and show in
detail either how the phenomena are
produced or how the many sane men
have beeen deluded into & coincident
belief that they have witnessed them;
and when they can prove the correctness |
of their theory by producing a like belief
in a body of equally sane and able unbe-
lievers—then, and not till then, will it
be necessary for epiritualiste to produce
fresh confirmation of facts which are,
and always have been, sufficiently real
and undisputable to satisfy any honest
and persevering inquirer.”

This quotation will suffice, with any
| sane and honest mind, to let the person
\know ’'tis evidence of ignorance to de-
| nounce spiritualism. I hope Kate Aus-
| tin is yet sane enough to grant she has
not learned all there is worth knowing. '

And with this my kindly notice of her
lengthy article in question, I will but!
add, for her further instruction, that I
had endorsed spiritualism for several
years when [ penned for Lucifer the
| offerings she has perused which led to
| her classing me as one of that paper’s
interesting correspondents. There is
only the difference between me as then
and now of a few years in age and a
greater wisdom attainment.

Any reader of Freo Socicty—which 1
know to be read by a number of spiritu-
| alists—who wiches to read the little
| book which Kate believes she has given
| fair criticiem, can have a copy of same—
(for critical perusal—if he will gend his
full address to one who loves truth and
labors to teach it—the friend of human-
ity. ArLie Linpsay Lyxon,
20 Ind. ave., Chicago, 111
- -

Alexander Berloman.

Some friends of comrade A. Berkman
had a photographer sent to the peniten-
tiary and his picture taken, which can be
had for 25 cents. The proceeds will be

| utilized for the benefitof Free Sueiety and
Freedom, London, England.

The pictures are sold by Emma Gold-
man, 50 First St., New York; H. Bauer,
75 Springgarden, Allegheny, Pa ; and
Free Suciety.
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RECEIPTS.

Please do not use private checks nor bank
checks i you can avoid {t

The safest and most agceptable mauner of re-
| mitting is by postoffice or express money order
i Week ending April 22

Bookbinder, §2. Gladstone, Bnellenberg, Falz,
) Hassan, each $1. Maisel, 75c. Johnson, Henry, |

Mathers, Lachman, Tannen, Autoneill, Sohn,
|Elnglter Emanuel, each 50c. Latzky, Tannen.
Wissouff, Abrame, Ribakoff. each 25c

| da’s Home & story exposing the horrors of their
! condition a8 faithfully and as fearlessly as
|

| Chieago, fll. C. Pfuetzner, 469 Wabash Ave.

| Milwaukee, Wis, Geo. Lutz, 1519 Lioyd 8t.

| monthly.

H/LDA S HOME

By ROBA GRAUL,

Women in marriage slavery will find in Hil-

'ncle Tom's Cabin’ exposed the horrors of
Negro slavery {u the South. The plain truth it
tells will find respousive echoes in the aching,
bursting hearts of many women who know the
| galling effects of marriage thralldom.

The book contsine 425 pager. Price, hand-
somely bound in cloth, §1. In paper cover 50
| cents. Bend your order to Free Society.

* PREE SOCIETY'S AGENTS,

The_f{ollowing persons will -recaive
| and receipt lor donations and subsc: 1
FREE BOCIETY : HipHons for

Schlichenmeler, 40 Orchard St.
New York City. H. Maisel, 163 Henry St.
Brooklynm, N. ¥. A. Levin, 555 8tone av.
Buffale, N. ¥. Hattie Lang, 205 Mouroe 5t.
Philadeiphia, Pa. N. Notkin. 242 Second St.
Allegheny, Pa. H.Bauer, 73 Springgarden av.
Baltimore, Md. F. Hirshson, 122 8. Exeter St.
Atlantic City, N.J.  B. Morwitz, 2018 Baltic

1

in lets of ten or more, fve-cent pamphicts
farnished af three cents each.”

The State: Its Historic Role. By Peter
EropotRin .......coccnvnreiinnnercnnenens 10
8Bocial Democracy Iin Germany By
Q. LandRDer....... coccoeoinecnnanenenens 02

Bocial Conditions and Character.
“Ireland.” 2 03
*God and the State. By M. Bakounin..... 05
10

05

When Love is Liberty and Nature Law
Law and Authority. By P. Kropotkin. .
A Talk About Ansarchist Communism.

By Malateste. s ses s s i 3
The Emancipation of Soclety from Govern-
ment. By Dallan Doyle.......... ....... 06

Anarchist Morality. By Peter Kropotkln 05

Mating or Marrying, Which? A Lesson
from History. The Problem of Crimi-
nality. By W. H. Van Ornum...........

ERs4yE ofi Tiie Sceial Problem. By Hemry ™~

05
AAGIE o cocsnsevssusn s saamnins i 05

The Wage System. Revolutionary Gov-
ernment. By Peter Kropotkin. .. .. s 05

Apsarchism: Its Philosophy and Idesl. By
Peter Kropotkin.......................... 05

My Centurv Plant. By Lois Waisbrooker.

A treatise on the sex problem. Ctoth..... 00

Helen Harlow's Vow. By L. Waisbrooker 26

Hilda's Home. By Rosa Graul. Cloth $1.
POPErCOVer: . ik isiveivoin
[i\re W, In Compnny regu

Providenee, B 1. Boolb‘m.e’ 31
. Cook. 40 Hamnover St
| 8t. Louis, Mo. C Normnu, 110 8 16th 8t.

London, Eng. F. Goulding, 39 Meredith St.,
[Plaistow, London E.
Glasgow, Scotiand., Wm. Duff,9 Carpin Bt,
Gowan Hill.

Free Society is sold by:

New York, M. Maisel, 1(2 Henry St.
Chicago, €. Pluetzner, 469 Wabash Ave.
Bostom. C A.Sibley, 642 Washington 8t.
Paterson, N. J., Jos Planas, 317% Market St.
Engelkirchen, 10 West 8t
Paper Covered Book Store, |
[1203 Market St.

“LIVE QUESTIONS”

EX-GOV. JOHN P. ALTGELD.
A BOOK FOR THE PEOPLE

CONTAING ALL THE FAMOUS SPEECHIS, LEYTTERS,
MESSAQLS AND ESSAYS OF THE AUTHOR.
EVERY IBGUEL OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE AND
PORULAR INTEREST EARNESTLY CONSIDERED.

san Francisco,

Trusts, MonoPOLIES, GOVERNMENT |
Owu:nsmw Civit Semvice, TAXATION, |
Money QuesTion, Tarirr, EpucaTion, |
ELeEcTION quna STRIRES, LasoR
ORGANIZATIONS, [MPERIALISM AND A&
Hunoreo OTHER Torics Discusseo. |

HANDSOME LIBRARY EDITION, 1,000 PAGES,
BUBSTANTIAL CLOTH, POsTPAID, $2.50

Beo. S. Bowen & S, Unity Bldg., cncm.

Agents wanted everywhere. Write for terms.

50 YEARS®
EXPERIENOCE.

|

TRADE MARKS,
DESICNS,
COPYRIGHTS &c.

Anyone sending a sketch and description may
quickly ascertain, free, whether an invention is
probably patentable Communieations strictly
confidential, Oldest agency forsecuring patents
in Awmerica. We have a Washington office.

Patents taken through Munu & Co recelve
special notice in the

SCGIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

beautifully H lxﬂrnlﬁl Iary circulation of

{UNN & GO,

361 Brandway, New Vork.

The Niksur Magazine, a new 20 page jour- |
nal devoted to practical Soclalism. Price 59|
cents a year: single copy 5 cents. Published
monthly by The Minneapolix Publishing Co., |
4 Washington AvenueBouth, Minneapolis, Minn \

The Eagle and the Rerpent proclaims the |
gospel of “Salvation by Selfishness ' For free
sample copy write to A Mueller, 18 Clark 8t., |
Chidago. 1. ‘

Discontent, Mm.hu of !’mgreu A weekly |
advocate of Aparchism. Price 50 cents per |
yelr Address: Discontent, Lake Ba.y Wasa, |

The Truth Seeker, & Jnumnl Devouzd to
Mental Freedom and Bociel Progress. Publised
Sent postpaid to any sddress, 40
cents a vear. Address: J. W. Gott, 36, Villiers

| Bt., fradford, England.

v

It will save you doctor bilis.

| Home remedies.

| rubbisb.

| can be both Prevented and Cured

lar price 50c, but while present supply

lasts “they go at'”.... ...
The Proletarian Revolt, a History of the

Paris Commune 1871. By G. B Benham 25

*The 8-cent nv.e does not apply to those
marked with a

Ive Thought, the oldest organ of
lht Labor Exchange movemeut. It sfull of L.
E news, gives co-operative facts and advocates
the way out of hard times. Address: Olathe,
Kans. Bend for um;\le cop

l‘r«-do-. a monu:ly jouru-l of An hist-
Communism. Address: 7, Lambs (‘onduit Street
London, W. C. England. Price 40 cents per
year, postpald. Order from Free Society.

- Lmetfer, the Light Bosrer. Woekly eight
pages, §1 per year. This paper gives lighton
the Bex Question, Humanity's greatest need.
For Sawple copies write to M. Harman, 1894
Congress 8t. Chicago, 11}

'A PHYSIGIAN

< - 4{QUSE-

A NEW
Family Medical Work.

IT IS THE BEST MEDICAL BOOK FOR
THE HOME YET PRODUCED.
BY
DR. J. H. GREER.
It has 16 colored plabee showing
different parts of the human

body.
This book 1s up todate In every particular.
It tells you how
by simple and harmless
The book recommends Ne
It teaches

to cure yourself

Poisonous or Dangerous Drugs.

| simple Commeon Sense Methoeds 10 accordance
| with

ature’s laws. Itdoes met endorse dan-
gerous experiments with the surgeon’s Knife.
It teaches how to save Health and Life by safe
methods. It s entirely free from techulcal
It teaches Prevemtion —that {t is
better to know how to live and Avold disease

| than to take any medicine as a cure,

It teaches how Typheld and other Fevers
It gives
the hest known treatment for La Grippe,

| Diphtherin Catarrh Consumption, Appendicites

and every other disease. This bouk {8 Net an
Advertisement and has No Medlicine tosell.
It tells you how to live that you may Prelong
life. 1t Opposes medical fads of &1l kinds and
meakes uncompromising War on Vaccination
and the use of anti-toxine. Ithas hundreds of
excellent recipes for the cure of the various
| diseases. The chapter on Painless Midwifery
is worth its weight in Gold to women. It has
a large number of valuable illustrations. The
“(Care of Children” is something every mother
ought to read. It teaches the value >f Alr
Sunshine and Water &€ medicines. This
book cannot fail to please you. If you are
looking for Health by the safest and easiest
means, do not llrlay Getiing The Book .

This book is printed in clear type on
good book paper, beautifully bound in
cloth with gold letters. It has 800 Octa-
VO pages.

PRICE $2.75.
Send Orders Te FEEE 50CETY




