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THE ommun-ﬂm OF THE ANTI-SAVINC IDEA; the way. The important truth is that producers en- | the weak."”

<
Here again ix shown your faulty ides of

It is among the familiar experiences of a man who
thinks, to find eome one else getting credit for ideas
which occurred to himeself long before. If he charges
the other fellow with plagiarism, he almost necessarily
makes himeelf an ase, for most likely his successor in
the thoug}nt never heard of him ; and, granted that he

_did, there 'is some meanngss in degiring to make dis- |

coveries a ‘‘close monopoly by patent right.”” In the
majority of cases, too, the claim of priority is set up by
some one who neglected to ventilate his own idea, or
put it forth in o crude a form that it failed to attract
notice.  What, then, can the slighted originator do?
Generally speaking, nothing, but grin and bear it. I

¥ put the idea forward firgt, and if the eecond person
1 whom it hit upor the wing is being praised for spoil-
ing it—then, look out! Especially at the beginnifig.
“*Once, in & golden hour,
I cast to earth a seed
' Up there came a flower;

( The people said, a weed.
L T
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It wore a crown of light:

But thieves, from o'er the wall
Stole the seed by night,
“‘SBow’d it far and wide,

By every town and tower,
Till all the people cried,

‘Bplendid {8 the flo ' er.’
“‘Resd my little fable:

He who runs may read;

Most can raise the flowers now,
For all have got the seed.
“TTAna some ure prett- enough;

And some are pee: | ydeed;
" And now lzlln‘!.bé people

Call it but a weed."”

I can prove by back numbers of Frer Society; by my
Comments, published this last fall; and by my pam-
phlet Anarchy (1886); that I have long had a cinch on
this economic aphorism, A penny saved is twopence
wasted.””

He who puts away a penny which would buy to-
bacco, is & penny the richer. But the producers of
tobacco are a penny the poorer. They will, therefore,
spend a penny the less for shoes, or whatever else our

. economical friend produces. In the same proportion
| less shoes will be produced. Th us, for every penny
he hogs, production, the only source of wealth, is
diminished by exactly twopence.

In the course of thirteen years I have found a few

pereons—mostly cranke—to approve of my theorem. |

But generally epeaking, the people have called it a
weed. Imagine my wrath, to find my mathematical

demonstration set forth, with qualifications which |

spoiled it, in the December Ninetecnth

Bradley Martin, Jr. I addressed him a criticiem, in

care of the Ninetcenth Century, (becange I have no

notion who he is or where he lives) and had

turned without comment. I sent it on to Free Suceety,

which has published it. Next comes F. Spencer Bald-

win, in the February Northe Auwrican Revicyr, and

states the theory a good deal better than Mr. Martin.

But this is not the worst. Mr. Baldwin informs ns

that a school hae arisen which takes my view of that

much belauded virtue “saving”; and, in a note he

particularizes among the masters of thie school J. M.

Robertson, who, coming nearest to my light of all, has

written a book on “The Fallacy of Saving.” Mr,

Baldwin is Professor of Economy in the Boston [ni-

v versity. But otherwise all these gentlemen appear to
be as obscure as myself. Their names are not in
Alibone (1892), nor in a Dictionary of American Au-
thors, published by O. F. Adams, ag recently as 1897,

If they had improved my theory, I would have re-

joiced in their success. But their versions are ‘‘poor in-

deed.” The question which interests them is whether
rich people do better to spend or save. 1 asgure them
cordially that they may eet their minds at rest. It
makes little odds what parasitee do, except get out of

=

draw the line at this, however: If I can prove that I !

Century, by |

it re- !

|rich each other by spending, and impoverish each
| other by eaving,—contrary, 1 need not add, to that
| amusing phase of pig-philosophy which is known as
| orthodox economy. C. L. James.

* ¢ ¢ ¢ @

| AN OPEN LETTER TO A SOCIALIST FRIEND.
My Dear Friend,—You say, “My ideal govern-
ment is simply co-operation to secure various bene-

‘ﬁciul results including freedom from constant |

findividual bondage and the resistance of inva-
sion.” In other words, your “ideal government”
is no government at all, but a voluntary associa-
tion of free individuals—my ideal exactly. How
can one be free from individual bondage when co-
|operation is enforced? And if force is not used,
i"vvhy government at all?” My only conception of
}government is a power to force people to do that
which they otherwise would not do. It is the will
(of one or more individuals made supreme. It is
Jnlwsys the ““ideal government” that is_to help the
weak against the strong, the just against the un-
just, etc. But, my dear friend, you must know
that whenever a power is made supreme—and un-
less  is supreme it is useless—*it is thy will, not
‘imiu.‘ O Lord.”

| Ftobbs eaid that the idea of just and unjust had
|no ,lace until government was formed. The power-
‘ful always had and always will have the righl_ to
say what is just and what is unjust.  Mathew Ar
nold said right and wroug did naot exist until gov-
| ernment defined ivz. Year “ideal government” is

—'V;z'lljﬁriéli;'t"[;r‘l‘t;i]v organized, until you delegaté it

rpower; then, as Hobbs saye,a new person is created

having sovereign power—a master and all besides
slaves. Is your organization to have this power?
If not, why organize?

You #ay, in a free society the invaded might have
| the right but lack the power to resist. You seem
/to have a queer idea of a free society. You seem to
|think that a free individual is an isolated individ-
'ual devoid of friends or sympathy. If he is weak he
| will be a prey to the strong; if slow, be trodden
junder foot by the quick; if just, be outwitted by

the unjust; and 80 on to the end of the chapter.
| You ought to realize that a free society is a united
| society—a natural society—a society where sym-
pathy and love would have full sway. All restric-
tion tends to destroy sympathy and love. If no
government assumed the prerogative of defining
right and justice, a free fociety would soon inau
gurate a natural justice, a natural right. Natural
laws are ever made unavailing by man’s laws. You
speak of the athlete taking advantage of the cripple.
Do you think he would §t0op to such meanness
had pot natural sympathy been prevented by man’s
ambition to rule his fellows? In a ty
that love for humanity which dwells in every heart

free soci

would see that fair play prevailed,
When an individual is invaded, government miust

intervene first to decide if it be an invasion, then

punish the invader or let him go free. Punishing
the invader never helps the invaded. The only
benefit the individual derives from government is
“ab-

to “get even"” with an enemy. You think it

surd to place the right of resistance against the

power of invasion.”  But you must understand
that all government deuies this “right,” while
powerless to prevent the “power of invasion.” A
natural society would establish natural right. You
{aleo think it equally absurd “that this equal oppor-
tunity of Kropotkin and others will right the
}wrongs of nature in the matter of the strong versus

a free society.  \What yon style the “wrongs of na-
| ture” is really the “rights of government.” A free
| society would strengthen the weak by curtailing
|the power of the strong.  Kropotkin's “equal op-
:portuuity” does not mean that the weak should go
to the wall; it means the weak shall have some
| means to become strong by taking away the power
|of oppression.  Can’t you see the strong is made
| stronger by sovereign power; that goverpment —
‘even an Tideal government ™—must be cxercised by
the strong? It is not nature that makes the strong
oppress the weak, but sovereign power. Even wild
‘animals proteet their kind. Here I will be met
| with the assertion that I favor mob rule. Nothing
of the kind.  Mob rule is the result of government
| —a reacting abuse, when the people are not edu-
lcated to rely upon themeelves, when there isa
power to give them an advantage over their fellows.

I was about to say: no power to aid and protect

them. But that power would exist in a free society

"and be real, not a pretense and mockery as now,
‘Sovereign power always gives to a few at the ex-
. pense of the many.

There are no “rights” and “wrongs” in nature.
When society is dominated by government, all
rights and wrongs are created for class purposes.
In a free society these rights and wrongs would be
recognized as an evolution towards true individual
nAvpiness. Now, while the free society we advocate
ia ;éﬁ;d;{‘,t the future to be e\'ol-.w_zd b_, education
and agitation, w# Nave nnmerous incidents to ane-

[tain our faith. 1 will mention one. | have no
data of facts at hand, but history has recorded it.
In laying out State lines, a strip of land was left
out, not included in any State. It was occupied by
early settlers and known as “No man’s land.” They
enjoyed an unconscious Anarchy without taxes or
officiale. One man of a mean disposition thought to
“take advantage of this state of affairs and refused
to pay a juast debt. A widow had loaned him money
iand the time of loan hud expired. He sneeringly
asked, “What are you going to do about i7" She
appesled to her neighbor friends; an impromptu
| meeting was called and the parties i . dispute asked
to state their case. It appeared the widow’s claim
(was just.  The gentleman was asked to pay it.
Again he refused. The meeting went 1nto “execu-
tive council” and resolved to do Justice.  They
adjourned to the man’s residence, took suflicient of
his stock, sold it under the hammer, paid the
widow and went home, returning the sneer, “What
are you going to do about it?”  Wuas this “mob
law?™  Strauge as it may appear, this incident so
alarmed the inhabitants that they petitioned and
were admitted into o neighboring =tate,

In conclusion I axk you to reconsider your idens
of organization. We ditter, it appedrs, in method:
you would employ aothority to guide and direct: [
would trust all dieving it would ex
ligh true coqual nity.  Proudhon

frater

ye

Y8,
rociety s only o tizedl when entirely free from
individual control thut all legislation iz as un-

4 spider-webs a4 beehive, T believe

the | y of eivilizati
thut hiberty
of right
proved a stambling
ness as mankind’s highest aim,
in the authority of the “wise”
trust to the « or selfhood mai. You would
employ artiticial methods, | would trust natural
development. Yet, I make no god of nature, know-
ing that evil is as natural as good. My hope is
in the Liberty of intelligence, believing it will guide
the ship of life into the heaven of happiness,

Yours sincerely,

A. L. BaLror.,

ht, will p
anee the ey
restriction has ever
We both regard happi-
You would trust
nd “good,” I would

1
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Kast Elma, N, Y.
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NOTICE.

With the assistance of some active and devoted
ue the book “’T'he

comrades we have managed to
Chicagn Martyrs, ete.” a8 the tirst number of our
Quarterly, and have now, -

request of many of our readers, hegnn the publica-
* which i

in compliance with the

tion of ** Moribund Society and Anarchy’
to appear as No. 2 of the Quarterly. We intend to
jssue three thounsand copies if the comrades will
enable nto do =0 by sending in their orders and
advance payments. e therefore appeal to our

comrades everywhere who realize the importance

of that the
assist us to the end that the

radical propaganda, to

not be

literature to

burden may

made to rest solely upon a fow comrades.
No. 2 of our Quarterly will be printed in much

..,h"gm type and on better paper, vut the price i elaes and sent his armies 1o punish them.

be the same as that of No. L I REE SOCIETY.

e ¢ & & o

NOTE AND GOMMENT.

In the article < Almighty Money™ in last
read “workers and shirkers”

week's
jssue, last parayraph,
instead of “workers and strikers”
¢ & @
News reaches us that comrade Emma Goldman
in three success-
interest in

has visited Spring Valley, I . and
ful great
Anarchi=m amonyg
ably on her way to Seattle, Wash,
this city in about three weeks.

’ ° o o Lo~

mass-meetings awakened 2

and will 1

i

The white-wash beef commission

farce of the
is at an end at last, and the result is as we pre
dicted: the commissioners
sands of dollu

liave

“earned ” thou

wid the dear people foot the bill
o« o .

Whaes: *
ie making adnirable progress.
ing of the
the troops

peaceable solution ™
Ihe
miners in
n Butlalo, N Y., to
shoremen, and the shooting and dynamiting in

Cour d'

e o o

The Italian revolutionary committee in London

announces through the pr

= that Italy 1= at the
verge of another uprising and claims that the peo-
ple bave the support of 10000 <cldiers of the Italian
army. The impression prevails in Italy that lib-
erty can only be secured by foree of arms AL

s ¢ o o o

TO THE FILIPINOS.

Brave tighters in a cause forlorn!
The living protest of a race not wholly eaten by cor-
ruption—

Against the fou. i

and bloody horde of tinance kings

and gold bugs seeking wealth e'en in the rotting,
gtarving tlegh of woman and of child;

That Mammon’s horde, whose vile putrescent
for that which human ills have ever sprung,

Thrice cursed gold'

Hae made fair earth a blasted waste of simoky deso-
lation: has downed etrong men till men they ceased to
be and only slaves to cogs and cranks and fiying
shuttles.

Fight on, brave men'

Better, tlushied with the red heat of freedom’s battle,
to he carried to a warrior’s doom,

Than live the dog’s life of a modern slave, debarred
fromn love and sunshine, joy and hope,

In falsehood steeped.

And seeking only that he may not die, but keep his
craven f.rm to blight the eun. ALF BARTON.

Sheflield, England.

lust

of the labor problem
recent shoot-
Pana. 111, the readiness of

shoot the 'long-

Alene—are all signs= of “peacefal evolution.”

__ TNE DANGEROUS CLASSES. 6

reading the essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson and the
writings of Herbert Spencer, becanse they were ‘*dan-

(The following lecture was delivered before the Den-
ver (Colo.) Franch of the Social Democratic Party.}

How to locate and specify the dangerous clagses is
gomething of a riddle, because almost everybody
helonge to a dangerous clase from the point of view of
gome others.

The man whom 1 wonld regard as dangerons would
be very likely to return the compliment. On the basis
of unbridled competition, with every man looking for
his own exclusive interests, we are all more or less
dangerous to each other.

There have been, however, some men and classes of
men who have enjoved the distinction of being ‘¢ dan-
geroug ’ in the extreme.

Lvery great and noble man almoet whose name and
work have outlived his own age, has been regarded by
his contemporaries ag dangerous.

There wae no one in old Athens whom the authori-|

ties and professional politicians feared and hated go
much as they feared and bated Socrates. Socrateg
wae a dangerous man—a sort of ancient Socialist and
Anarchiet. He had to be put ont of the way to ineure
the safety of the municipal and ecclesiastical ma-
chinery.

(ialileo, ~avonarola, Martin Luther and a hundred
others of that same stripe were dangerous men from
the pint of view of all vasy-going conservatives.

King George number three considered George Wagh-
ington and the revolutionists of 1776 as a dangerous

carpentered over in‘o gomething else than a man, we
| had none of the books that dealt with the opposite side
| of the question—because they were ¢ dangerous.”’

| On the same grounds, and for the same reasons,
| some eminent people are arguing against our American
w public school syetem. They say it ie a mistake to teach
| the common people. It creates so much unrest and
| discontent. Itis‘ dangerous " for everybody to have
'an education. The pocr must not be lifted out of that
| station which was assigned to them by an all-wise

providence.

For my part, | count as really dangerous any one
| who deliberately stands in the way of true progress;
any one who makee life less comfortable for others;
any one who regards the commonwealth with lees in-
terest than he bestows upon his private concerns.
Life is not a pig-trough, and men ghould be more than
“wolves. Those who without reserve give themselves

to competition, whose bueiness it is to trade upon the
necessgities of others, who toil only to gain from others’
toil, who have but the one ambition to make money—
thece are the dangerous class.

Dangerous beyvond all others are the people who can
it down ond enjoy the labors of an over-burdened and
under-paid toiler; the people who treat humane en-

‘ ergy ae a mere commodity, and give as little to get ag
"‘ much of it as they can.

Dangerous, 1 say, bevond all others are the people

te what other people need ;—the money-glut-

From the point of view of the vested slave inlexes‘(—svf; tons who are never satisfed, “who joirr house to- house
of the south, Wendelt Phillips, Lloyd Garrieon, Theo-| and field to field till there is no place for others that

dore Parker, John Brown and Abrabam Lincoln were they may be alone in the midst of the earth.”’

a mighty dangerous class.

: With
| the old prophet Isaiah Iery: Woe upon them!”

Fven Jesus Christ was unsafe. The authorites could » They are the dead-heads of the world, who want to

not trust him. He had to be watched.

He could not|gide and will not pull, who take chief places at the

be relied upon to think as other people thought, and | feast of life and then refuse to pay the bill. They are
do as other people did, and so they put him out of the | pnot ail millionaires, but they would all like to be. The

wayv— " dropped him from the liat.”" made him an out- | evil of this class consiste in their ahsolute inabili
cast, and nailed him to the crose with only two thievee | keep within bounde.

to ehare bigtoriures.
'l'h(;ré have been & good many guch men, and it wil

the miners. She is now prob- be ¥ dark outlook for the world when we have 1o more | tynity to double up, and

men who are “‘dangerous’’ to the customs and institu
tious by which the people uf every generation are en

v to
They never know when they

have enough. Without regard to the effect of their
| transactions upon other people, they demand an oppor-
to many times donble up
- | their already superfluous wealth. They have no other
- ambition than to appropriate ag much of the common

glaved. -

—— - xa . i o
) You see, it depends a good deal on how vou look at
Rockefeller and his ilk and

. it as thrwhois dangerous.
. Eugene V. Debs and hiz ilk could not agree in thi
matter. [hey are dangerons to each other. There |
an irrepreseible corfl'ct between darkness and day
light, between justice and robbery, hetween the mu;)
ey-glutton and the Socialist ’

The Anarchiste are the Jdangeions people po
cavllies until you come to know them and can appre

ciate the sublimity of their conceptions of liberty anc
self-control. )

Any man who ig able-hodied, willing to work and
unable to get work, and who goes hungry where foo

wan abundance, ought to be “*dangerous” or he de
BETVES 1O Ktarve

Any man whoge moral sense and intelligence are out- |
raged by any one of the many miserable makeshifts '
any man who finds himself |
forced to choose between doing what is legally allowed |
but is morally wrong and what is *‘ illegal” but right,

which are called *‘ laws; **

ought to be dangerous.
In the face of all conventional hypocriey let every

true man and woman bear the cross of social contempt |

and glory in being counted '* dangerous.’’
How else can any injustice be overthrown?

el=e can the life of the race be lifted to higher levels?
I believe in people who have to be dealt with seri-

Or how |

wnnde nf "l(Coé&‘reﬁg’Sti:Cﬁ\'ﬁ&&'h}?maw ag thev can lav
BT E- NS TR ey e o, e —
hands on. To become the masters of the markets of
the world; to make men marvel at and admire them

and their success: to be on top and at the head—tins
ig their mania.

They are dangerous because they are insane—bitten
by the mad dog of avarice—greed-driven until their
very nanme is a contagion.

The victims of this wretched madness are apt to be
- found everywhere, and America and American institu-
1 tions are being speedily consumed in the rage for trade

and speculation that a few who are rich may grow
1/ richer. .

1 The vocation of eve.. wman ig to d8rve others in re-
- turn for the service of others. We are all, by nature
and in reason, a joint stock company. The very exist-
ence of a healthy social organiem demands the most
faithful and the freest interchange of service.

He who will not play according to the rules of the
game ; he who takes an unfair advantage; who makes
|8 gain from other people’s losees, is truly ‘‘dangerous,’”
|and should be treated to a course of straight-jacket

and the scourge.

The possession of money beyond one's own honest
earning is to harbor stolen goods. The man who goes
after the public armed with special privileges pur-
chased from tricky legislators, ie a robber, Treat him,
then, as though Le were caught with a sand-bag and a

8
8

ouely, who have force and convictions and who will burglar’s kit

not be gilenced.
people. I believe in the peeple of whom Emerson
warned us when he said: " Beware when (God almighty
lets loose a thinker on this planet.”

Society ie a yoke of sleepy oxen and needs an occa-
sional gadfiv

Some dangerous people are dangerous only to those

who never think or act bevond the most narrow limits |

—who swear by a ‘‘creed’’ they do not understand
and are afraid of such unusual mental effort as is in-
volved in an honeet doubt.

Charles Darwin and Herbert Spencer, Huxley and
Tyndall were supposged to be dangerous until some sly
| ‘‘divines " accomplished the feat of harmonizing sci-
ence and the Beriptures.

When 1 was a boy, the Rev. Mr. Olmstead, a lovely
jold Baptist minister, remonstrated with me against

1 believe in that sort of dangerous |

Under the present social regime the most dangerous
: thing you can put into a man’s hand is money. Itisa
poison without an antidote. It will go where dyna-
Lmiv,e cannot reach and with a far worge irreparable
' and ruinous effect.
There is no law, no court, no chamber of legislation,
' no bench of justice, no administrative cabinet that
cannot be corrupted with money. Only have enough
of it in the hands of men who want more, and where

is there a human power that can withstand its cursed
influence?

i Talk about your dangerous claeses as if a gang of
[ petty highwaymen armed with guns, or a crowd of ex-
| cited dynamiters under a red flag, were to be compared
| with the men who can never be convicted and pun-
ished for any crime so long as they have the money to
bribe the officials.

gerous.”” And in the theological seminary WhHere I was == =~
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The new cry for justice and equality is dangerous to
those who delight in tlie advantages which they have
secured through injustice and inequality.

Free epeech and free speakers are dangerous to those
who do not want to have their teachings disputed.

Henry George, Edward Ballamy and Mryron Reed
were dangerous men—thank God! :

There is need in the world for the men who think
clear and speak straight;”’ whose words are more than
cannon balls or bombs, who make it lively for the po-
litical thieves and the ecclesiastical humbugs. The
more of these dangerous people we have the better.

There is no social disgrace for a miilionaire. His
evil deeds are allgilt-edged and diamond-studded. He
never lacks a lackey. lle is the freest of freebooters.
There are no laws that he cannot have enacted or re-
pealed to suit hig whim.

e T & mtllionaire iz eversa good man he deserves uil-

limited praise, for it is in his power to surrender him-

. gelf to every form of evil and be exempt from any
human tribunal.

The meanest excuse for the enjoyment and control
of an - wnreasonable amoiint of money that 1 have ever
heard was that of John Iiockefeller, whe is reported to
have eaid that God himeelf had made him the admin-
istrator of such vast fortunes. It would seem that
money, then, has power to r‘armp( even the infinite.
For not (iod, nor any one else, has a moral right to or-
dain one man to be a millionaire while a million men
are ordained to he paupers:
guperfluities at all while go many suffer for the
necessities.

But what are we going to do about it? That’s the
question. What to do—all this talk is empty and fool-

barest

ish if it ends in talk. The trouble is, we are too fond | of beauty which is for all, and which coste no red blood ‘

of the sound of our own voices and too slow to make
decided and determined action.

How are we going to overcome thie ineane madness
for more and ever more money? 1f this inordinate
and unscrupulous lust alter money is the great evil
and danger of the world—as | most firmly believe—
what are we going to do to put a stop to it?

It is not as if we had to deal with a small minority
_a few dirordered people. Thie dangerous class can-
not be confined within the limits of Wall street or on
Capitol Hill. It does not congist of thiose only who
already are the money masters: it
more of that greater number of men and women who

but

CONns1s 1ar
rest not day or night in their * dreams of avarice.’
Even the ranks of Socialism have been invaded with
thie inhuman epidemic. We have among ug a great
many who look to ~ocialiem to make them rich.
cialism can never make any headway in the world so
long ae our hatred of the rich proceeds from a mad
wigh to be richi ourselves.

So-

Put away from your hearts all avarice, all expecta-
tion of a soft and luxurious life. Dream not of a treas-
ure to be unearthed, of a fortune eaeily acquired, of a
day to come when we ehall live without work
egotism and self-indulgence to the winds.

If the curge of the purse is to be lifted from the
shoulders of the toi'ing miliions, we must have the

Throw

courage to scorn the aliuremente of an easy-going life. |

We w:ll never cure the millionaire craze by makiny
every man a millionaire. In a world of madmen some
men ehould be sane.

Proi. Agassiz said Le was €0 busy with his scientific
investigations that Le had no time toget rich. That’s
the sort of spirit we need. We want men and women
who can give heart and mind to other questions beside
the question of simple and component interest.

Let's try to get ourselves set right on this money
question. Let us examine and then re-examine the
standards of value which are so much exalted in the
world today.

What is the criterion of real wealth? What cons!
tutes good fortune? Whom ought we to envy? Isthe
posgession of momney in any amount, however vast, an
evidence of a man’s worth?

other uan’s life and labors a desirable and praise-
worthy condition? Do the foundations of health and
happivees rest upon money?

Not a bit of it. All bealth that is real and all happi-
nees depend upon right relations between the mind
and the body of man. Life is a simple, natural, eaey
thing, il it were not so complicated and demoralized
“w a stupid civilization. We have made life worse
L death by our false valuations. We have made a
goa -t of some glittering clay, and the human beart
is broken and submissive before ite golden Moloch.

I am here today to declare to you in the name of

right, reason, and good eense,
zation is a self-imposed curse; that we are spending
our lives for that which feeds us not, and toil for what ‘
can never satisfy. What can cheap calico and rapid |
transit do to make life more worth living? How much

that our modern civili- | another’s tracke.

to be disturbed.

We are 50 submissive, so innvcent,

soimitative, so amiable, so indifferent.

They do not want
Just pet thew, pander to them, tell

The crowd is against all reform.

them smooth things, praise them; and then you can

more are we gefting out of life—I mean the average| shear them to your heart's content. Oh, this sheepish
man and the average life—than was enjoyed even by | conservatiem ' This thinking as other people think and
our pre-historic ancestors? Who cares about the mar- | doing ae other people do! This living & horrowed life!

- Ne-one—has a-right tol

velous discoveries and inventione of this remarkable |

age if men are not thereby wiser in head and kinder
in heart?

It je a world of stucco in men ae well ag in buildings
—a cheap plaster world—a world of force turned into a
world of crafty trade.
| s‘Property, property, property —that's what the people #ay

Property, property, property —canter and canter away.”
There have been other civilizations on thig earth,
| and they bave taken the road to ruin—they have di-
| vided the world into debtors and creditors, into slave
“and master, into thie man who works and the mmman who
lives on the man who works.

Our civilization is on the same road and ie certain
to meet with the eame disaster. The Niagara of revo-
lation will follow the madness of greedy and selfish
| injustice. o . . )
| The ultimate civilization will abolish money—will
[ do away with thege bite of fraudulent silver and gold

by which one man exacts the labors of other men, and
for the sake of which we all dogo many things we
would never dream of doing otherwice.

Iet us begin now to revolutionize in our thoughts
| and i our condnet -the-standards of value.. Let us

cultivate and exercise ability to withstand this avari-
| cious frenzy of a sordid world.

| Let usshow that it i= worth while to live and to earn
our own living,and to tin'd our enjoyment in the world

! and no cold despair to bave and to use.

\ake it an honor to be wisely simple and moderate
in life. Make it a social distinction to live without
ostentation, without parade, without foolish display.
Let us hold up to ridicule this strutting, swagygering,

| gushing idiocy of fine clothes and fine manners, To
| be gentle, not genteel : to be frank. not polite ; to enjoy
| and create beauty, not to follow a senseless fashion;
| to have real pleasure in natural thing, and not to try
' to astonieh and outshine our neighbore.
|t something like thie be our ideal.
live as if there were no other values in life to be com-
pared with what is simple, real and in bharmony with
our nataral human instinets and fmpulses,

@t us exalt simplicity of life. wise simplicity of
life, wise industry and intelligent nio leration.  Let us

'have all manner of natural and reasonable pleasures,
but alwaye in such a way ae to never yrow weary of
any enjoyment.

While we are waiting and working for the great go-
| cial transformations, the economic and political revo-
| lutione which must come sooner or later, let us learn

to treat the vanities and follies of the wealthy and the
| would-be wealthy with the contempt they deserve.
Let us be content with being an honest, plain people,
a natural, simple people, uncorrupted by the ghnt and
| tinkle of this golden lure.

Begin now to

There is no other way to control this dangerous class
—these money gluttone—than to make 1t a diegrace
for a man to live on the labor of hig fellow men.
| But somebody steps up here and saye in reply that |
| am talking in a language far-fetched and poetic;
I am advocating impracticable ideals; that it is all
| good in theory but it won't work. I hear them <4y,

““\We are all human, and we want all we can get.”’
| They tell me that :t is not natural not to want money

and luxury; that no reform can succeed that does not

appeal to the natural reed of man.
| Right here 1 want to point out to you a second clase
! of dangerons men. | would describe them as the peo-
| ple who are content to take things as they are.  They
Icall themselves * practical people.” They bhelieve in
| the bridge that carries them safe over, and once over

Is the ability to buy an-| themselves, they never turn back to see about repairs !

| or reconstruction.  It's good enough as it ie,’”" ia their

lidea. Their lot in life is comfortable. By some lucky

| turn of the wheel they are on top. And they don’t
know and they don't care to know ‘‘how the other
half lives.”’

| There is a great mass of easy-going people who take

| the world as they find it, and go sauntering to their
| graves with no idea of improvement. Children of to-
| day, all they agk is8 to keep in the procession.

| A great man once asked, * How much better ig a
| man than a sheep?’’ Many men are no better. The
ways of the world are sheep paths. We follow in one

1 sav that it ie dangerous to the highest interests of

’ They Tia
1
|

that |

humanity for people to live in a herd, to think in a
herd, to be always eo many cattle. The instinct of
ithe crowd is & dangerous instinct. The crowd is so
“childleh, g0 unthonghtful, so easily manipulated, <o

i ready to go after any man's ‘“hip, bip, hurrah.” The

! crowd will do anything that the crowd will do. ©*We'l

wo with the boys." If vou say go it must be 8o, whether

l it is 80 or not. The blind leading the blind—such is )
; the crowd. .
| Onar prieste and onr politiciang understand the pev-

chology of crowds.

This appeal to the majority is an
appeal to seltish interests and low motiver,  Ouly oifer

of

|'a sutlicient inducenent—a leaven unadultesed
| pleasure in the sweet hye and hye, ora new appreprn-
| ation of the public money for some local gratitication,
i and the prople are with you.

Dangerous men, | call then, these men who ke
use of the erowd; who utilize for their pereonal ag-
grandizetent this dead weight of the mass. We tind
‘.‘ in every profession men and women who to comm and

the attention and the support of the crowid will doand
say thinge which they cannot do or say with their
whole heart.

invéiited a whole vocalmlary with which- —
to extennate their crime. The cunning of theee adroit
caterers to the popnlace is called ** tact.” They speak
{of prudence as a virtue and call the grossest moral
cowardice by that name. To be ' wise as serpents
and harmless as doves,” is the acme of their profes-
| sional ambition,
A .
| The world has never gained anything at the hande
| of these intellectual and moral jugglers. Progress has
been sidetracked and switched into wrong directione

[y the sly makeshifts of people who have b en oo
| cowardly to spsak the whole truth. Christian
| ters and educators, politicans, judges, journalists and

writers, evervwhere are to be found who play with

miniis-

| principles to suit the place and the moment. [he
agility of these time servers and place-hnuters is nust
| remarkable, They bave the idea that you must plerse™
the people at all hazards. They regard the common
gense of the majority as an inviolable criterion. Vs
pupnin, von Di, the crowd
i never right. and but slowly getting right. A-a

when, ae a matter of fact

| matterof fact no crowid hag ever advorated or d

a single noble canse or a single great reform. I e

crowd will foidow where the loaves and tishes are 1o '

Lhad. The crowd seeks after a sign. .
Ihe crowd want to be amused and entertained with

an exhibition of miracles.

will etrew
roadwav with palm branches and cry Iosanna! Ho-
one dav: and on the next will shout ** Craeify
Cracify him'"

Ihe crowd the

:iﬂllnﬂ
| him! To be a popular idol for a day
it is almost necessary to be such a man aes future days
execrate

will while to be a popular idol in lays to
it is almost necessary to be siuch @ man a8 the

world will execrate today.

come,

I say to yon that we have arounmd us a dangerous
class of people who are alwaye preachiog patience and
tact. who want us to he content with things as they
are . who tell us about the beautiful zraces oi snbmis-
gion and resignation; who assure us that our present
| losses and sufferings are to work out for us a far more
| exceeding weight of glory. There is nothiny quite go
smooth as the oily utterances of these men who cry
“ Peace. peace,’’ where there 18 no peace.

[hey are all the more dangerous becanse they will
say to the people only what the people are ready to
hear and applaund, while as a matter of~fact the peo-
| ple are deai, dumb and blind to what is for their own
permanent interest  This leads me to my final classi- J
fication. The people themselves, the people in maes,
are a dangerous class. The people, as a people, are
their own worst enemies. The soul of the people is
great, but tney know it not. Human drnity, the
iﬁret of man ag man, is immeasarable, but they have

barterel it away—to be comfortable, to satisfy mate-
rial needs, to make a show of life, to eat, drink and be
merry—this is their pitiable and paltry satisfaction.
The people are content to be a crowd ; to admire and
| be admired ; to look up to somebody and to look down
i()u somebody. They deceive themselves with false
| valuations; they borrow from each other their ideas;
.mey change and interchange ready-made opinions;
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they flock to the polling-booth or to the chapel merely
from the instinct to finck. Principles, political ideas,
religions standarde, ethical criterions are manufactured
by & popular vote, by a ghow of hands; and the out-
voted are made heretics, exiles, criminals only because
they are in the minority. "The people, consciously or
unconscionsly, regulate in’ almost every iota the
thonghts, desires and moral conceptione of ea« hseveral
_and separate life.

The idea of liberty is as far from the crowd as the
east from the west. People who habitually a‘tand
think from an external initiative become incapable of
eelf-government. How can we look for greatness of
sag or beauty of life from men and women who have
such a slavish regard for each other’s favarable opin-
ion! This willing servitude in emall things renders
the personality incapable in the day of great things.

_ The man islost in the men, like the proverbial forest,

ment, but when all do the neceesary work to make
possible for each the largest and finest realization of

his own being; then, and only then, will I be satisfied
with the world.

Liberty and a people capable of liberty—a wise
people and a just liberty—is the great need of the
world. And we whqstand in the way of its complete
satisfaction are the enemies of humanity—the danger-
ons classes. Vicror E. fovrnworth,

| * ¢ & ¢ @
|

i NOTES.

| Free Sucicty’s readers will be interested in the

| following passage from a personal letter from a
)

miszionary in Natal, South Africa:

| “The' natives now are full of the independent
spirit (a good spirit when kept in moderation and
bounds) and all over South Africa the spirit of fac-

where, for the density of the wood, you could not see
the trees. People are too anxious to count as one, to
have a vote, to belong to & party, to join hands; and
this not so mueh in political and commercial affairs as
in matters of daily eocial and ethical conduct. TPeople
stand in each other’s way and trample over each other
until society becomes a virtual stampede. This is
what I mean when I say ‘‘ the people, as a people, are
their own worst enemies.”

No worse Janger threatens the future than that the
people, as a people, will swallow Socialism ag blindly,

as-thoughtlessly _and from ae mean motivee as have

actuated them in thefirrheadlong adoption of other
new ideas in the past.

I am afraid of the crowd, the irresponsible mass, the
mob. The great political crimes of history, the great
moral and religious atrocities of history have always
had the support of the crowd. Duped by some sudden
enthusiasm men have gone together into new condi-
tions for which they have had no adequate prepara-
tion. How essily can the most exalted ideas and
ideals be degraded into a mere fashion or fad! [t was
a sorry day for Christianity when it became the pop-
ular idolatry of the Roman empire. It wasa gorry
day for the great Protestant reformation when it
gained official State support and became iteelf as
tyrannical as the corrupt institutions it had previously
denounced. It wag a sorry day for the divine idea of
Democracy, of self-government, when the man as a

eremaes

Tfee citizen hecame an exultant member of a trium-
phant and arrogant party. . _
And it will be a sorry day for Socialism when the
new life of industrial eqnality and economic freedom
is thrust upon a world of people who have no individ-
ual strength or wisdom to use, as they should be used,
the greater liberties of which we dream. The great
temptation is the beaten track; the great tyrant is the

crowd; the great misfortune is self-distrust, seli-igno-
|

rance, self-neglect.

What the people need ie liberty for the expreseion—
each man of the best that is in him. The danger is
not that man will make mistakes, but that he will
make nothing. Fmptinese of life ie the great mistake.
Let humanity stumble, and lose its way at times; only
do not let it be indifferent. Do not let it go on with
no magnificent goal in view. I would not have life a
jeast for the belly merely, but a feast for the soul. I
would have men more than machinee, more even than
that great productive and Jistributive machine which

we call “ocialism. I would have men 8o great of mind

and go pure of heart ae to reduce political and eco-|

pomic ueetione to that subordinate place in life
which they deserve. What would you think of an
army that did nothing hut hang about the provieion-
ny department; that went out only on foraging ex-
peditions?  Onar physical appetites are too much with
r love of dieplay, our vanity, our desire for
ion is too much with us.  We are tco much of
We want to agree to be agreeable too much.
good ior man to live g0 much on the outeide,
in the sorface of life. The level
crowd ie not g0 good as the lonely height.  Idonot

a crowd.
1t i= not

to be so interested

want Socialisrn that will abolish all differences and
dietinctions. I do not want a condition wherein each
man will travel in a path made for him by other men.
I do not want all men to agree as to what each man

mnet do and be. I do not want more thinge for each
man, but more freedom from the tyranny of things for

all men.

The great mission of Socialiem ig to liberate man |

from the tyranny of men, to put material coneidera-

tions under our feet, where they belong, and to give |

wings to the human intellect. When no man will be
allowed 'o efand in the way of another man’s develop-

theatrical and ball given for the benefit of the
Edelstadt Publication Fund under the auspices of
the Edelstadt Memorial Society on the 15th of
April at Wicker Park Hall, Chicago.

The object of the above named society is to
issue a complete edition of the works of the poet.
Many of the Russian poems have never been pub-
lished, and others are scattered in various Russian
papers and in manuscripts among his friende. An
effort will be made to have Kropotkin write a bio-
graphieal preface to th2 book.

The society calls upon comrades in other cities
to arrange similar socials for the benefit of the fund
20 that the book may be issued as roon as possible.

418 W. Division St., EMILE EDELSTADT.

Chicago, 1L
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tion and rebe fe in the churches.
some political significance to the movement also.” ‘
& |
A fault in most social agitators is that they (101
not sufliciently recognize the importance of t};naI
still uncivilized races. If a man does not count
China and Africa in his plans for the next century,
his plans will be upset. This movement of the
Zulus to break away from their missionary teachers |
in church government, as well as from their Eng-
lish political lords, is a sign that they bave force
in themselves—il they only knew what point to
strike at.

e -
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Free Socicty No 213 reviews favorably a compila-
tion of the “Blue Laws of Connecticut.” In men-
tioning these it ought always to be stated that
they were forged by Rev. Samuel Peters, whose
History of Connecticut also says that the current
of the Connecticut River is so violent in one place
that a crowbar cannot be made to penetrate the
water. To say that these laws were actually in
force in Connecticut, or that people were burned as
witches in New England, or any such well-known
)furgnries and errors, will help no cause in the long
Lies are bound to grow ridiculous in the

StepHEN T. ByiNcroN.

run.
end.
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| THINKS PROFIT IS THE CAUSE.

Kinghorn-Jones is mistaken; it is not the gold
| nor any other standard that robs the producer; it
|is profit, which takes all it can get and returns as
:,lime as possible to keep the working mule in phys-

|ical condition to produce more.

Thereis |~

Now, let us adopt the standard of time to base
the production and compensation on. Suppose
ten hours to constitute a day’s work, and $2.50 a|
day's wage, or 20 cents an hour. Everyone willj
admit that to be a good wage; but if a man pro-|
duce $10.00 worth or even $7.00 worth, he is|
robbed all the same even without a metal standard.
It is not the use of money but greed for proﬁt;
which brings about the present conditions.  After
a readjustment of conditions the results of a new
system are not so perceptible until a certain stage
is reached; then the work of destruction proceeds|
| with tremendous rapidity and without possibility
of ite arrest; it must then destroy itself. Only by
leliminating profit mongering in any form from the
new system to be inaugurated can we expect to
make 1t lasting. |

No colony, co-operative enterprise or labor ex- |
change can expect to live and prosper if it retain
the present system or any of its parts in the ex-

change of products.

All we have to do to make money (in its present;
senxe; harmless is to use it right or not at all: not |
to accept nor render apy profit—then all the hng-}
aboo about money standards will lose its terror. |

How could Rockefeller or any other fellow accu-
mulate wealth, even by a gold standard, if there
were no fools who accept in return less than U;ey‘
render? . F. Ror=cieck. |

* . . * .
© THE EDELSTADT PUBLICATION FUND.

Undoubtedly the most brilliant atfair, both from

a financial and sgeial standpoint, was the Russian

| on hetter paper, but the price will be the same.
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ATTENTION!

That the tield of the oral propaganda of Anarch-
ism may not become fallow, comrade Voltairine de
Cleyre of Philadelphia will start on the 15th of
June or thereabouts on a three months’ lecturing
tour westward. Meetings are being arranged for
her already in Pennsylvania, and from the lst till
the 16th (inclusive) she is to stay in St. Louis
where the Workingmen’g Self-educational Club has
taken the initiative in arranging meetings for her.

There are plenty of pravate parks and tents in the
United States, wherein and under which addressing
audiences during the warm season is made possible,
and all those who are anxijus to have the “Word”
rung wil! not be slow in grasping the opportunity
and arrange meetings.

It is desirable that all the dates be fixed before
our comrade’s first move. Prospective workers will
therefore communicate with Voltairine de Cleyre
immediately upon reading this. Her address is
620 N. 8th St., Philadelphia, Pa.

To those not familiar with comrade Voltairine
de Cleyre’s range of information it may here be
added that the scope of her lectures embraces Free-
thought in the broadest sense of the word, sociol-
ogy, the labor movement, ete. Ccurt NURMAN,
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RECEIPTS.

~ “Week endlng May 13,

Valet, Broadbelt, Staller, Ryan, Notkin, Kuhn, Klein. each §1.
Cummings, Motte, each 75. Frenzel, Liveshitz, Auth, Krapohl,
Hallbeck, Thomas, Hallstein, Cornfield, Gartman, Moore, Porter,
Zimmerman, Seldes, Goldhaber, Deardorf, Hludelblum, Jerly,
Pocker, Koppen. Valain, Huneke, Smith, 8chuster, Williams,
Nelson, Hamersmark, each 50c. Trieloff, Otto, Brown, Dubin,
Schlichepmetier, Banowitz, Aulman, 8hisgald, Aronberg, Hanna,

Novack, Bender, Baldridge, Rosentahl, McCaleb, each 25 cents.
Dobransky, Seigle, Brownstein, each 10¢.

The ZLetter-Box.

M. Seklew, Bradford, England.—If you can explain
the difference between an altruist hangman and an
egoist hangman, it may dawn upon my humble mind
what you mean when you say: ‘‘Formerly altruist
Avarchist—now egoist Anarchist.”” 1 think ‘‘formerly
confused—now rattled ” would be a more appropriate
appendix to your signature. Sapienti «at.

J. A. Shaw, Ventura, Cal.—To the ‘‘well balanced
mind’’ the word Anarchy is the most appropriate term
to define its ideal, i. e., no government or authority in
any form, while the term ‘‘ Intelligent Order ” is but a
relative termn and does not mesn anytbing. We gee
cause and effect manifesting themselves in the uni-
verse, but thoee that assert that ‘‘intelligent order is
the order of the universe ”’ know very little of it. If
order signifies harmony there ig often great disorder in
the universe. Anarchy cannot be brought about un-
less we repudiate all authority and act accordingly.

N. (. M., Wichita, Kans.—Your article will appear
next week. Thanks. Nearly every Sunday night I
find occasion to point out, t6 the go-called Freethinkers
that they are fighting God and the Bible, but tena-
ciouely cling to the abominable customs and perverted
morality that resulted from the belief in God and
* His Word.”

0. F., San Jose, Cal.—Yon will have received the
hooks by this time. The book “ Moribund Society
and Anarchy’’ will be printed in much larger type and
Com-
rade Fmma Goldman has by this time left Chicago for
Tacoma, Seattle, whence she will go to Porlland and
San Francisco. We expect her in about three weeks.

J. W, T. Morrie, Summerland, Cal.—You are not
the first subseriber who has Free Society discontinued

| becanse we do not endorse Spiritualism, but this fact

doee not annoy us in the least. We would rather sus-

| pegd the paper than to endorse a belief which is as

absurd as the belief in a supreme being. Not the
skeptice, but those who claim to know without being
able to substantiate their belief are conceited.



