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REVOLUTION. i

And tho' ye caught your noble prey within your hangman’s
gordid thrall; |

And tho' your captive was lead forth beneath your city's ram- }
part wall; |

And tho' the grass lies o'er her green, where at the morning's |
early red

+ Ah, no! she strikes it very strong, and bids their loud defiance

Lsoll you sfill—she (&

Tirep Tirhhrimge-fir A
not dead! ‘
And tho' from off the lofty brow ye cut the ringlets flowing long, |

And tho' ye've mated her amid the thicves' and murderers’ |

hideous throng, |
And tho' ye gave her felon fare—bade felon garb her livery be,
Andébo’ ye set the oakum task—1 tell you all—she still {8 free!

And tho' compeiled to banishment, ye bunt her down thro'
endless lands:

And tho' she seeks a foreign hearth, and silent 'mid its ashes
stands;

And tho' she bathes her wounded feet where foreign streams |
seek foreign seas:

Yet—yet—she never more will hang her harp on Babel's willow
tre-a!

swell,

And as she marked your scaffold erst, she mocks your banish-
ment as well.

She sings & song that starts you up astounded from your slum
brous seats,

Until your heart—your craven heart—your traitor heart—with
terror beats!

No song of plaint, nosongof sighs for those who perished un-
subdued.

Nor yet a song of irony at wrong's fantastic interiude—

The beggar's opera that ye try to drag out thro' its lingering
scenes.

Tho' moth-eaten the purple be that decks your tinsel kings and
queens. |

Oh, po' thesong those waters hear {8 not of sorrow, nor dismay— |

'Tis triumph song—victorious song—the pwans of the future's |
dar -

The future—distant now no more—her prophet voice is sound- |
ing free

As well as once your Godhead spake: I was, I am, and I will be!

Will be—and lead the nation on the ast of al} your hosts to meet, |
And on your necks, your Heads, your crowns, I'll plant my |

strong, resistless feet! —
Avenger, Liberator, Judge—red battles on my patbway hurled,
1 stretch forth my almighty arm, till It revivities the world.

You see me only in your cells; ye see me only in the grave:

Ye sec me only wandering lone, beside the exile's sullen wave— |
Yefools: Dol notlive where ye have tried to plerce in vain?
Rests not &8 nook for me todwell in every heart and every brain?

1n every brow that boldly thinks, erect with manhood's honest

pride-

Does not each botom shelter me that beats with honor's gener
ous tide”

Not every workshop, brooding woe? notevery hut that harbors
gricf?

Ha' Am 1 uot the Breath of Life, that pants and struggles for
relief”

'Tis th ore [ wiil be--and lead the people yet your hosts 1o

Aad on your necks, your heads, your crowns, wil. plant my
strong, resistless feet

It 18 no Loast it is no threat—thus history’s fron law decree:

The day grows hot, oh, Babylon
trees!

T1s cooi tenedth thy wiilow

—Freiligrath
® ¢ o

WHO ARE FREETHINKERS?
What is a freethinker?
thinkers of today?
Webster says: “A freethinker is one who discards
revelation, an unbeliever.” He also rays: “Revela-
tion is the act of revealing, disclosing or discover-
ing to others what was before unknown to them.”
Our present-day definition of the term, I think,
is much broader than Webster’s.

. ®

And who are the free-

A freethinker of
the present time is a human animal who iz sup-
posed to have been evolved up to that stage of in-
tellectual development _where he or she is willing

[EISATOF Eircumeisiom o -amy of~the mamy—other

many freethinkers out of the world-wide mass of
inherited prejudices that have arisen from the so-
called revelations. Will some of our freethinker

|friends, who so jealously defend the marriage gys- |

tem, tell us whence came that sacred rite, if it
is not a product of revelation the same as bap- |

Sunday school and swim right along with the pop-
ular current.  “Soft words: turneth away anger,”
but they will not subdue “wolves in sheep’s cloth-
ing.” A pillow is good to rest your head upon but
a poor weapon for killing snakes.

Freethinkers as a class—that is people who call

4l

customs that have been revealed to us by our
ancestors? Would we today be practicing monog-
amy, “marrying and giving in marriage,” if our
ancestors had not revealed to us that this is the
only proper and correct method of sex association?
Is our present system the natural result of our own
choice and our own knowledge? Or is it an in-
herited custom, a revelation?

We might be wise in every thing else, but if we
had not been told that monogamy and marriage
were better than free association we perhaps should
not have been aware of it; neither would our
fathers nor grandfathers if it had not been revealed
to them by their fathers. And o on back to the|
beginning. We cannot claim monogomy to be the ‘
most natural state of human society ax the facts

in nature do not bear us out in that claim, neither |
among natural men nor other animals.  All that is
not natural is artificial or revealed.

Monogamy may be the bighest and best possible
state of man's social development, but that is not |
yet a fully proven fact (many intelligent people |
deny it), and until it has become guch no man can
consistently claim to be a freethinker and dogmat- |
ically assert—as many do—that the rude hand uf}
investigation must be withheld from that one sub- |
ject and the marriage system handed on down to |
our children just as we received it from our parents. i

The same kind of logic is made use of concerning |

| many other revealed customs by the orthodox op-|

ponents of freethought. Many self-styled “free-
thinkers” are so completely under the intluence of
their early training, and the mighty power of estab-
lished customs, that they dare not say half they
think for fear of otfending their own associates or

of being considered too radieal.  They show too
much deference for the rules and laid
down by our teachers of the past.  Muny of the

customs that they adhere o in every day hife are

1

a8 much at variance with pature and common

some of those that they have abandoned

sense as
‘They cater a great deal too much to public opinion
to ever change that opinion.  They have laid agide

ane of their superstitions but have not discarded
the shams which are the result of those =upersti-
tions.  They are not bound by creeds, but are yet
the slaves to customs; custome, too, that originated
in barbarism. We may be infidels to the orthodox
religion without being freethinkers.

The opinion of society and the church people is
the great “1 am” that they bow to and dare not
offend.  They have eliminated from their minds
the gods and devils and ghosts of antiquity, but
the ghost of “Mrs. Grundy” still haunts them.
Spiritualists claim to be freethinkers, but most of
their investi
among the ghe

tions are made in the other

world

1f people have not the courage to discuss and in-

vestigate any and all of the social shams and

to discard and abandon all preconceived ideas and _wrongs, they are yet far short of being freethinkers,

inherited prejudices, and permit their reason to be
their guide in the study and investigation of all
unsettled subjects.

1f either of those definitions is correct, I fear
that nature has not yet succeeded in cvolving

If they must be tied down to the discussion of a
few scientific facts which have already been demon-
strated and accepted as facts by all well informed
orthodox people, they might as well resolve the

freethonght organiztion into a netional oriho fox

4., ) ¢ X
" L arosupposed by their

|acquaintances and comrades to be freethinkers—

take the same stand on free-love and Anarchism
that uninformed orthodox people do on infidelity
or atheism and for the same reason, which is: they
have never taken the phins to investigate the
claims of either. They draw the line between free-
thought and iree-love and say, “‘Thus far shalt thou
go and no farther”; and they never cross the line
to see what is on the other side.

How much more restraint can a Methodist place
upon himeell or his ellows to deter him or them
from crossing over into the {reethought field?
Some of them have an honest string to their
thoughts and think, when they have discarded t}
bible and destroyed other people’s belief in i
divinity, there is no use of looking for other abuse
to conquer.

o~ o

HOLLvaw n,

While others are on a par with the unbelieving

| J S
church-member, policy (which is only another name

for hypocerisy) holds them back and “puts a pad-
lock on their lips.”  They can bear the odium of
being called an infidel or freethinker because that
epithet is becoming almost respectable in some
localities.
How such men have becomc imbued with &he
idea that they are freethinkers is a puzzle that I
have been unable to unravel. They cling as tena-
ciously to their belief in_the necessity of govern-
ment and marriage as a Catholic does to his God,
his priest, his bible, and his religious ceremonies;
and both results come from the same cause, viz:
lack of investigation outside of the beaten path.
Many men dote on their profound and extensive
knowledge of one or two sciences, and are not

thinkers at all on other subjects that are much

nearer home.  The greatest living astronomer or
geologi=t might be great ouly in that one line and
not know ennugh about hin nature to form a
correct estimate of his wifc's charact. Men have
cone thousands of bet anto the carth—in hooks—
but would not know enongls e chill of potatoes

from the ground Dook learning is not all the

knowledge that is worth acequiring or worthy of

people

eroapportianties

conxideration  as some secn Lo sHppose.

There are more and ot for gain-

ing a variety of general inf

atron on the earth
than there is either from beneath or above it. We
can learn more by studying people than we can by
studying planets; more by rtudying society than by
studying strata; and what we do learnin that line,
if pru[]erl)‘ utilized, would be of more benefit to the
humin race.  We can learn the movements of the
planets but we cannot stop them nor change their
course; but if we would study the human mind a
little more closely we

y might change the course of
society to a better chiannel than it has yvet found.
I'he tield of scientitic research does not all lie nnder
the ground mor above the elouds.  To be a free-
thinker 2 man must be a wean, not afraid to inves-
tigate any subject, and with honesty and courage
enough to admit fact= us he finds them, regardless
of respectability, and cease denouncing those who
ahead of

have gone on him and learned facts of

nature of which he, as vet, remuined

gnorant,
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NOTICE.

With the assistance of some active and devoted

comrades we have managed to issue the book “ The

Chicagn Martyrs_ete ” as fhe first number of our
Quarterly, and have now, in compliance with the
request of many of our readers, begun the publica-
tion of “ Moribund Society and Anarchy ” which ix
to appear @ No. 2 of the Quarterly. 'We intend to
jssue three thousand copies if the comrades will
enable ns to do go by eending in their orders and
advance payments, We therefore appeal to our
CO"!I’H(‘(‘F (’\'f‘]'.\'\\")(’l’(’ ‘A'll()
of that literature to the radical propaganda, to

burden lw&

realize the importance

assist us to the end that the may not
made to rest solely npon few comradex. |

No. 2 of our Quarterly will be printed in mn(:h'
larger type and on better paper, but the price will]
be the same as that of No. L. Free Sociery. '

e & & ¢ [

NOTE AND COMMENT. \

1f any of our readers like to invest money in a n«w}
invention they will pleasre write for details to E. Da-|
broveky, 620 F. 11 host., New York. |
o o o |

After the brutal and cruel treatment mwmnlexi%
the miners at Wardner, Idaho, by our federal anthor- |
ities and the 1ecent clubbing of work ingmen—wi.o had !
the audacity to ask {or one dollar and a half a day—hx !
the New York police, one wounld expect that such ont-|
rag-g would arouse the indigation and protest of the
labor leaders, but cowards as they are, they hut timidly
allfde to the ocenrrences in theirorgans and denounce |
the dertraetionef -property. Theeditor of the duu - !
can Fodorationist, ofticia]l organ of the trades unions,

does not mention the recent collistons hetween
capital and labor, evi
danger his fat position if he takes issue with hie mai-
treated dupes.  What chall we ra sneh labor
fakirs when cven the Noo YVorl .
daily, frank!y tells its readers that “‘the clubbed man
has 0o svmpathizers except an occasional Anarchist or
blatherckite yellow newspaper.”

even

sntly fearing that it wonld en-

abont

mernel,a plateeratie

and predicts that the !
inhuman treatment wiil sone day be revenged. A
great many fine ladies and gentlemen lost their hnads(‘
in France because of injuries to *nobodies’ that were |
supposed to be long forgotten.’” rays the editor and in
conclueion remarks: " You will have to pay it some |

day, gentlemen Al
Ll L] - € -

THINCS AND THOUGHTS.

The government has entered nupon its poiey of 1m-
we.  The recent ire of
mail in =an

perialiem with a veny
““tin stove '’ Atkinson’s
direct line with that policy, and the forcible euppres- |
pion of journals which condemn such high-handel
proceedings will probably be next in order. The pace
once set will be an ever quickening one until the ¢li-
max is rea(‘heglﬁ Meantime the tlame is being vigor-

ously fanned by the capitalistic newspapers, and pnmr"
Atkinson may deem himeell fortunate if he escapes

punishment. lven so liberal a paper as the lenver

Rocku Mowtain News, which has from time to tinie |
printed some readable. progressive articles, etrongly
denounces his ‘‘traitorous conduct’ and clamors
fisrcely for hie arrest, The next step will be the sup- |
pression of certain radical papers.

* ¢ L d

Irancigeo is in

Three monster pro-expansion mass-meetings in Chi-
cago in one day is pretty good evidence of a strong
pablic sentiment in favor of the new government pol- |
icy. 1 have little doubt that if the question were sub-

| P L

Pdt Alene

lanwise to jump at

"stockade

. i
forma jnst as readily when the strings are pulled by

the chief manipulatore.

It has often been said that?

the people of thie conntry wonld never submit to any- |

thing like imperialism. Nongeense! The peopie of
this country will submit to anything that is dictated
by their paid officiais, provided it is properly
“greased’’ and not given in too large doses all at once.

i

Jugt now the people are ewelled by the lust of empire,

and are in a receptive mood. The money barons have
made a note of this, and the politicians are being
worked accordingly. Some Socialists that I know of
are fond of asserting that the American bourgeoirie
are ‘‘intellectually corrupt.” And this in the face of

the fact that they are our mssters, and dictate even |

the terms upon which we shall live! Would that the
workers pogsessed one hundredth part of the intellect-

| substances.

ual foresight of these American bourgeoieie; there:

[would (lien De emall need to condemn (Nerr eupidtey.

1t sounds big to prate about ‘‘ our’* poseesgions in the
tropice, and the sentiment ‘‘our country, right or

I wrong* finds ample jastification in the spread of em-

pire. Some American citizens, with that queer logic
which ie such a puzzle to etudents, justify the seizare
of the Philippines and the wanton murder of the na-
tives, not because it ie right, for thie they deny, but
because having started on the wrong conree it would
be cowardly to stop or retrace our steps. See if this
very feature ie not nade the most of by those who
seck to establish the empire at home.
* .

Among the directors of the new mammoth trust—
the Republic Iron and Steel Company—I notice the
name of Harry Rlubensg, lawyer, of Chicago

Tuis man Rubens was a candidate for offi e (I think
for city attorney ou the Socialist Labor Party ticket in
1874 ¢r 1880, and if | mistake not Wwas a member of a
section in Chicago at that time. What queer
changes are bronght about by the whirligig of time.
Aud yet there seems to be a sort of mutuality between
the ideas held by partisans of the S. L. P, and the mod-
trinst.  Perhaps I ibens has not departed very
widely from his original views, alter all.

ern

3 . .

I wonder if the va'uable lesson tanght by the Coeur
strike the brain of the average
trade un st It hae bwen the fashion, in the western
ates particularly, 1o lwapine the western miners
And why not?  Have we not a
Lealville ou Tecord? And vet the
well organized;

affair will

a'most invine ble
[TH I
Wardner noners were well anmed;

and a

many of them good types of the western dare-devil.
Fisey had boldly (if the reports are true) made a vio-
ot

giderable

demenstration involving the destruction of con-
It is
throagh
Ii members
by drastic measures to
Bat
having taken matters into their own hands in this
bold way, that they then ehould meekly subnmit to
arrest, ard to be cooped up, a thousand stiong, in a
(like cattle in a pen awaiting their dooni i
alinost beyond belief. Wi did they expect? Did

properiv—a true declaration of war.

arrived at

conclusions

reading eapitalistic n

wepaper
fecek

gire they were sorely tried.

reporte
of the miners’ union d

aid their causge, be

they euppose the preat government which they worship
inactive in the

would remain face of such rebellwon?
the

power wonld luok with inditference at such a demon-

it they suppose that Mark Hanna and

mouey
stration of insubordination?  Well, the money power,
through ite creature, the government, has spoken and
acted.
this government has openly proclaimed war upon the
miners’ union, and even threatens with puniehment
or mine owner in the disturbed district who
gves employment ty u union man. What will the
members of organized labor in this country do about it?
* o °

Not content with arresting merely all suspects,

any u

Fer my part I hail the Wardner atfair with satisfac-
tion, as a decided move toward Anarchism. While I
am not in favor of destroyving vroperty (the better way
would be for the workers to eeize it and operate the
mills, ete., for their own benefit) I am glad that the

ment has been obliged to show its hand. Hereafter
the toilers will have absolutely no excuee for believing
in the good faith of their official masters. For years
we have been trying to make them understand that

nee their machine (government) to keep the workers
in subjection, and much more to the same purpose.
Here we have a positive, direct and erushing demon-
stration of the truth of our reiterated statements.
Future events will show whether the lesson is thrown
away on the stupid wealth producers or not.
- » o

Every little while the general public is treated to an
official investigation and expoeition of the poisoning of
food producte. The eenatorial committee on pure food
investigation, which has for gome days been holding
seseiong in Chicago, is bringing to light—what has

i generally been known for years—the fact that fully 90

per cent of the prepared food products eold in this
country are adulterated, and in large part by poisonous
The chief chemist of the Bureau of Agri-
culture is responsible for this statement. Another

mitted to popular vote a majority of the people would | the government exists solely for the purpose of pro-
be shown to favor it. The average American citizen is | tecting private properiy, and that the propertyless and
bat little superior, in point of independence of thought, | disinherited have no rights which government ie
to the average wooden manakin; he dances and per- i bound to or will reepect; that the capitalists simply

ile has|
{uleo been elected general counsel for the corporation.

S
—

expert chemist stated before the committee, under
oath, that nearly every butcher in Illinois uses so-
called preservative liquids on scraps of meat which
they lay aside for hamburger steak and other alleged
‘“delicacies;’’ and that these chemicals are known to
be extremely injurious to the digestive organs. Poi-
eonous substances are aleo used by farmers, canning
establishments, etc. to pregerve milk, butter, fruit and
vegetables; and according to the testimony of several
witnesses it was shown  that the common basis of
jellies manufactured nowadays are the cores and par-
ings of apples, utilized after they have bzen evapora-
ted.”” All this is very interesting reading to the poor
proletariat who is obliged to purchase cheap goods and
eat and drink the poisonous, filthy stuff prepared for
their especial benefit. But while the committee is
perhaps doing good services in exposing this commer-
cial rottenness, it has thus far offered no suggestion as
to the means of preventing or abolishing the evil, ex-
cept the cheap advice to consumers ** to buy no baking
powder which doee not cust at least 50 cents a4 pound,””
and expressing surprice that people will continue to
use adnlterated milk. doctored hutter, preserved meat
and canned goods. Bat eince 90 per cent of all food
products are adulterated, for heaven’s eake, zentlemen,
what is a poor person to eat? Tue Purtosormen
~ * & o &

THE S. L. P.

Under the headimg “What does it Signify?” the
Cluss Strugagle of last week, quoting the Tuesin, seeks

“to belittle Eugene V. Debs:— -0 course, nothing signi-

| affair has turned out in such a way that the govern- |

ries onteide the cheap party, patent med.cine methods,
and cheaper “organs” of the 8. L. I’.  *There is the
reasons” according to this 8 L. P. luminary,
“for suspecting either the sincerity or ability of all
labor champions” outside his own picayune organiza-
tion.  Thie party of verigated failures contains within
itself all the sincerity and all the ability of the world.
The ('lasx Ntrugyle has not the capacity to see that
never from the very beginning of representative gov-
ernment have parties gettled but those
questions which invelve only the miserable ambitions
and petty rivalries of a few political place-hunters.
This is true of the jirst party; and it is equally true of
the last party in point of tinie, importance and in-
telligence—the 3. L. P.

1f some of the leaders of that “‘great party,’”’ as the
Cluss Struyyle editor, by the slip of the tongue, once
called i, could get outside their 8. L. P. hides for a
few minntes and see this ‘‘great party’” and themselves
as others eee them, they would quit makicg asses of
themselves and refrain from stunting a great move-
ment by seeking to identify it with this contemptible
“toy political party.”

Eugene V. Debs probably had something to say and
knew how to eay it, while those who would belittle
him develop jaw at the expense of brain. -

Hexry J
e o o o »

THE PARIS GONGRESS IN 1900,

The aunnouncement that an effort will be ade to
hold an international revolntionary labor congress in
Paris next year is a piece of good news. The well
known names signed to the call are a sufficient guar-
anty of the earnestness of the purpose. There is no
reason why ench a gathering, properly instructed and
conducted, should not result in lasting benefit to the
revolutionary movement. Not only would it yive an

best of

anything

WEEKS.

' opportunity for representative men in the movement

in all countries to fully and freely exchange ideas, but
& plan or plans leoking to the unification of the revolu-
tionary forces of the world might be adopted and a
common line of tactice agreed upon. The Aua clists



FREE SOCIETY.

4

of this couatry should certainly be represented at the
congress by one or two delegates, and they should be
fully instiucted as to the position they should take on
important matters. It is true, the expense of such an
undertaking would he considerable; but the outlay
counld be fully met by voluntary subscriptions, the pro-
cpeds of entertrinments, etc., and would be amply
compensated for in the benefite to the general move-
ment which intelligent action at the congrees would
give.

One of the great needs of our movement, in my

|

l marriage revelation as a divine institution, and
| denounce those who dare to be innovators on that
line. Ve have all heard the chrixtians tell of how |
Ithey converted such and such an infidel after he!
had been an unbeliever for years; but we who are|
| made infidels by thorough investigation, know that |
|it would be as easy to convert an educated man|
linm an uneducated, us to convert a man back to

P - R e T e e e = St

| mit to the decree whether it be right or wroug.Tfthe Philippines. The only thing we can do'is to thrash™ —
o | . & .

', They are not thinkers 80 long as they accept the ;Lhe natives until they understand who we are.
li’e\'e every bnllet sent, every ecannon shot means
| righteousness.”

1 be-

This Rev(eling) Dr(unk) is evidently too drunk to
remember that christianity is supposed to be based
upon “Peace on earth and gool will to man.” =, D.

e o 0 0 0

-~ ''HONEST” MONEY.

You say the assertion that the ““ tool of exchange is
the only factor that prevents the producers owning all

opinion, is a thoroughly organized and eflizient inter- ¢hristianity - it investi- : "
P ’ ghly org christianity after he has once thoroughly investi e resnitaiof Pisir Tabiar,® jaubterly mnsognds. (I réa-

national correspondence bureau; and this should be
planned and conducted in such a way as to make it 8
really valuable factor in the dissemination of Anrach-
istic and revolutionary ideas, as well as to convey in-
formation of the radical movement to different parts of
the world. Some central point in each country should
be selected as the head of the bureau in that country,

__ahd branches ghould be eemhlisl)?d and maintained in

every place of importaree where the niovement Tag
gained a foothold.

Again, the congress should, it seems {o me, use every
effort to onca more arouse the old international spirit
among the world'e workers, not merely as a sentiment,
but, if after #horough consideration it is deemed wise
and practicable to do o, to take immediate steps to
securely place upon a practical footing the old Inter-
national organization, or a new one based upon the
principles of the old International but embodying new
ideas which have been fonnd valuable in other organi-
zations. The Anarchists of this country have been,
gince 1886, practically without an organization, and
this fact has materiallv retarded the growth of the
Anarchistic movement here. Everyone knows what a
wonderful growth of the International followed the
Pitteburg convention held in 1883, Of course the large
increase in membership was not entirely due to that
convention, hu' it wa= largely so. 1t created an organ-
ized movement in this country, and g0 made it poasible
for those who were led to hecome Anarchists and revo-
lutionists as a re=alt of the election frands in Cnicazo

in 1580 (0 combine their forces in one organization. 1
believe tue old Iaternational, inaugurated in London
in 1864 wae the greatest movement the world has ever
seen fur the unitication of the workers of the world for
a common purpose, and 1 the Paris cingress next year
does nothing else except t) revive and pat permanent
vitalit Jnto that movement it will Lot have been held
in vain.

Other matters of great importance wonld need to he
consgidered, and meisurss genepaliy  adopted  for
strengthening the revolutionary movement throughont
the world. 1am in favor of a wide expression of opin-
ion upon this important subject through the columne
of Frev Suciety and Discontent. 1.t us hear from com-
rades in every state in the union. Wy Hopves.

e o o ¢ o

WHO ARE FREETHINKERS?
‘Coptinued irom page 1.)

KRehgions, governments, and marriage are all
sisters of the sume purents, and a freethinker who
has discarded only the first of the trio of hailots, is
gtill in bad company. After they have safely
crossed the durk guli of skepticism, and arrived at
the port of atheism they anchor in the harbor of
materialism, and imagine they have reached the
end of the chinin of investigation of human” aflairs
But if
they will continue to fulew up that chain it will

and human possibthities and human rights,

lead them onward and vpward into the broad
light «f Aparchism and frec-love just as surely as
an nvestigation of the foundation of orthodoxy
will lead to intidelity.  They are not freethinkers
80 long as they believe and aflirm that one man or
afew men have a right (by law) to dominate, domi-
neer, and tyrannize over the many, under the guise
of government, as ix done in every country and in
every city every hour in the day and every day in
the year.

Who has not seen the policeman’s club used as
brutally and with ag little show of right or justice
as the slave-driver's lash was ever nsed in ante-
bellum day«! And what power or chance has the
victim of his club to retaliate or resist if he is poor
and friendless, no matter how innocent he may be
of any crime? They are not free so long as they
believe in and have rulers to say, “Thou shalt” and

| gated both sides sufliciently to arrive at a firm
| decision in favor of infidelity. Ile would have to|
| uulearn or forget all that he has learned; he would
;hn\'e to lose his reason, or his power of reasoning,
| before such a result could be obtained; and the
| only reason why all christiaus are not converted to
| a disbelief in the divinity and inspiration of the
Hhibte i because they either do not attempt to in-
?\'extigate, or have not the mental capacity and
‘cunragw to give the other side a fair, full, and com-
plete investigation. The same logic holds good
| concerning the stand the so-called freethinkers'
| take on marriage and government.

A man cannot give those subjects a complete in-
vestigation and then go back to the freethinkers’
camp any more easily than a thoroughly converted
| infidel can go back to the orthodox camp.

Prominent and leading freethinkers say: “We
may study and dizcuss any of the sciences in order
to be able to refute and disprove the divinity or
alleged inspiration of the bible, but we must not
| question the rightecusness of government, of man's
authority over man nor the sanctity of the mar-
riage rite.”” They wuant to tear dowu the church
but foster, nurture and protect two of her worst
(»t\'spiingv or partners in producing poverty. misery
and crime. 10 a revelation is something that has
been disclosed to us by others, then it naturally
follows that government obtains its power and
authority by and through revelation.

Muarriage being also a revelation or i product of
government and the ehurches, it naturally follows

that freethinkers are necessarily compelled to be at

Jeast theoretical Anarchists and frec-lovers, for to
be freethinkers they must discard all revelation.
W hatever isxight in theory cannot be wreng in
pragtice to those who wish to practice it. The con-
clusion naturally follows that those who denonnee
| Iree-love and Anarchy canuot consistently claim to
be freethinkers. Who, then, are the frecthinkers
since the theological skeptics have forfeited their
right to that title, by calling a halt and denouue-
ing all who dare to carry the investigation beyond
| certain prescribed limits?  Those only who are
willing to sacrifice any custom, or any revelation,
to better the condition of the human race; those
who are willing to permit—without ostracism—per-
fect and absolute freedom in thought, and in act,
to every human being =0 long as that frecdom does
not condlict with, or abridge the frecdom of auy
Anarchists and free lovers are ALoNE
On the

other side are fvund all thaesploiters of the hutan

other person.
in the advocacy of that kind of freedom

race.

The orthodox, the skeptic, the intidel, the would-
be frecthinkers are ranged side by =ide fighting
against that freedom of thought, and act, which is
our just heritage, whether we ever attain it or not.

Anarchists and frec-lovers are the only logical
and consistent freethinkers of the present time;
but our ranks are open and we hail with joy the
accession of new recruits from either orthodox or
infidel ranks. N, €. MaTHuis,
Wichita, Kans.
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CHRISTIAN BRUTALITY.

Mountebank Wayland Hoyt of Philadelphia, Pa., be-
fore whose name some of his accessories in erime have
prefixed the letters * Rev. De.” (meaning no doubt
Ieveling Drunk), thus expresses his cannibalistic

linstincte : ** Christ is the solution for the difficulty re- |
| garding national expansion There never was a more

son thusly: the writer in the London Timex, referring
to the greenback, eaid *‘that government, which issues
them, must be destroyed, or it will destroy every
monarchy on this globe.”” Now, il honest money could
destroy a monarchy, honest money could destfoy a
rotten republic. There is no need for legal tender, but
every need for a medium of exchange pot made by
any government. ‘I read that the Commercial Ex-
chanye, in a small place comparafively, a< Wellington
New Z-aland, is, has 500 members, and makes itx
own paper money

We Anarchists in San Francisco shonld get together
and make our own medium of exchange. Think this
out. Kinanory Joxgs,

COMMENT.

While I do not deny the fact that the iesunance of
greenbacks would have a disastrous effect upon those
who at present control the highways of prey, I deny
that it woull destroy monarchies or republics ag long

as governments control and monopolize the tool of ex-
change.

*“ 1lonest money”’ or ‘*scientific money ' is on par
with ‘“scientific Socialism’ of the S. L. P.  The first
ig imaginary and the latter arbitrary. To accept our
own medinm of exchange, we must either accept the
present standard of legal tender, or, if we fix remuner-
ation proportionate to the hours of labor epent, be
arbitrary as to the value of merchandise, for there is
no science that can meagare and determine the exact
equivalent for a piven article,

All proporitions in regard to the medium of exchange
nmust ever remain mere palliatives, for the canse of
prevailing iniguities is not the quantity of wages 1o
this or that medinm of exchange, but the wage system
itgelf consequently the remedy ie not the reformation
of wage slavery but its abolition. Al

e+ o & 2
FOR CHICAGO.
THE ~OCIAL 8CIENCE CLURB,

Fmma Goldman’s vigorous campaign in behali of
freedom hae hrought into existence the Sociad Science
Club, w
Masonic Temple,

The principal object of the club is to gather the
seattered fragments of the Awmerican liberals who
singly have been anable or disinclined to do very

Iomieets every Sunday 3P0 Moar Hall 013,

much toward epreading the truths they fecl, and from
the amount of interest manifested in the first meeting
the futare p ospects of the club are very enconraging.

I'he ablest representatives of all progressive ideas
will be given opportunities to lay their grievances
hefore ns, we reserving the right to disayree with them,
ard that in ax plain, emphatic and forceful language
as we chiooge to employ. 11 scn=sion will be as free as
political promises at vle tion time.

It ia projos.d that the members de<«end occasion-
aliy foru their sublime philoplueal heights apd
meet in socidl tete-a-te s with sony, dance, ice-cream,
ete., thereby caltivating both sides of ther natures in
about equal proportion.

For rome vears back the American comrales have
not heen us active in the propaganda «« they might,
the work devolving mainly upon the foroign element,
thereby necessarily confining it largelv to the con-
tinental langnages.  In their work amooy Americans
they have Had to meet a certain am nut of ruce pre-
jndice, as well ag the ditlicalty of exp-ession in the
Euglish langnage, requiring a considerably greater
expenditure of energy 1o perform a given iantity of
work than were it done by natives.

These obstacles are, however, fast disappearing,
first, hecause _of the increasing number of foreiyners
who are mastering the langnage, and gecordly, because
of the increasing number of Americans who are mas-
tering economic and political scrence.

This club aspires, with the aid of our foreign born
comrades, to pnsh the educational work among the
Englieh epeaking races and invites all who would see
the flame of liberty blaze from the Eagh-h tongue to
asgist ue in our endeavor.

Those who cannot attend meetings ar d wish to ex-
tend financial aid mav address E. 3. Fox.

“Thou shalt not” and they, like willing siaves, sub- | manifest providence than the wavingof Oid Glory over | 469 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 11l
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4. S FREE SOCIETY.
i 21T and a enare? Does it not prove, if it|town, cold-bloodedly conspired to hri‘rlgr i BOOK LIST.

The number printed or written on proves anything, that absolute reliance
the wrapper of your paper shows that | on the judgment of great minds ig a dan-
your subscription has been paid up to|gerous guide and one we should never
that number. follow?

In conclusion I will state that itis
true, as Allie has intimated, that I live
in a hollow of the hille in southwest
\lisgouri, two miles from the “little mill
village,” which she evidently regards
with coptempt and not at all conducive
to ““activity of thouglit”’ or the presence
of “spirits.” But circumstances over
which I have no control prevent me
“ coming up ont of the wilderness”’ and
taking upggny abode where angels dwell
and braing predominate. Yet when I
reflect on all the imbecility that faith in
inspired fanatice has led people into, Tam
thankful that. liké Lois Waisbrooker, I
digpel that hop- am not ‘‘ ripe for an angel xnoxvenign!.”
on that point. et men and women who love liberty,

I am of the lower clase, the descendant | depznd upon their own resources, for
of those who for long centuries thought Q"l}' through the exercise of their mental
it right they sl oull do all the work in‘ faculties can they hope to become as
order that the “ m nthpieces” for gode|‘‘ gods knowing good from evil.’®
and kinge should liave ample leisure to| They who barter their own private
think up a plan for their salvation, both | judgment for & bundle of wisdom, bear-
of body and soul. Asa result, in com-|ing the stamp of revelation, truly ‘‘sell
mon with my fellow sufferers, I am|their birthright for a mess of pottage.”
handicapped in the struggle forknowledge |  Caplinger Mills, Mo.  Kate AUSTIN.
as weli as bread. It doee not take much
study of past events, to trace the source
of onr ills to man’s credulous beli¢f and
reliance on the saving power outside of | . 8, Neb.—X
himgelf. Andit is eafe to assert that all | SRS 0 ;tl_ef:géo ;oct:é:: e
only human progress was and is poseible | | oo generally advocated by the 8. D.
as human beings discard their childish | and S. I.. P. is a means to greater sla-
credulity in regard to gods, ghosts, devils | very Those who control production and
and spirite; for as long as they harbor | distribution would also control the social

: 3 . lorganiem, which wonld mean the utter
these mythe in the fecene of braine suhjugation of the individual. “‘Justice"
capable of bLetter things, just €0 long|jg a relative term and means “‘anything
will they blindly follow the Jeadership of | in general and nothing in particnlar,”
rascals—priests, and those who have the | coneequently your religion means no-

Sy sl i ) “lthing. The same is true in regard to
knack of interpreting shadows to their| o 0 Gfreedom.”” What is freedom

own interest and advancement. Chris-|ts the christian and the “municipal
tianity is founded upon revelation. Toe | ownership Socialist” is slavery to me.
priest demands that we accept as truth Let us repudiate all authority and then
tsotent: wisd s revealed in and everybody will have sm&)e to develop
0"““‘”’0_ ent. iwisc om Lil bt b 8 according to his individuality.
by Christ, and bils us repudiate as false e o e .
e g i the-fal tiets (. F., Nevis, N. Y-—Certainly, if
$8" revelationsros ‘Lho-ia se prophels, | heqyen is a fine place, every good chrie-
who are always secking to out-rival the | tian should te anxious to die or commit
only true prophets. suicide, but yoa as a Spiritualist are a
The National Anti-Christian Spiritual- | victim of the gamne absurdity. Mies

ist Order i also based upon revelation, Beilstein in Pittsburg murdered her
. | mother becanse a medinm told her that
and the mediums for the same have

THE “ANGEL BAND.”

Allie Lindeay Lynch, ‘‘mouthpiece and
amanuensis for the angel hand” of the
National Anti-Cliristian Spiritualist Or-
der, resente my rejection of her claim to
infallibility. In her greeting to mediums
she modestly asks them, “to let their
strong aspirations for truth banish any
guide opposed to the great minds’’ that
speak through her. In the face of this,
Allie hae the heavenly charity to * hope
that 1 am sane enough to grant, that 1
have not lean d all there is worth
Not for the world would 1
i aw perfectly sane

knowing

—————

The Letter-Box.

H.T., St. Edwards, Neb.—Your name

NBVE | «iather felt lonesome in spirit land’;
jesued a call to the brethren of the Spiri-| will you blame her for sympathizing
tualist faith to repndiate and © banish | with ber departed father?
| M, L, City.—Not only “‘cranks’ have |
that speak tirough metiomistic powers lost confidence in political action.  Sen- |
of A I do not like | 8tor Ingalls save: ““The purification of |
B . tod @ politics ig an iridescent dream; govern- |
the intolerance, the narrow minded €20-1 one e farce, politics a battle for eu-
tism displayed in those words. Granted premacy, parties are the armies.”

Lind ay Lynch.

that ~piritaaiism be true, is it reason- | paoene Ross.—Books were sent. We
ahle to snppose that gix spirits only, oul | receive nothing for the advertisement |
of tie namer me ho ts in *epirit land,” “Patents,” excepting the weekly journal |

Seivtitie Amecican which we like to

are capalle of pointing ot “the way, the

ad and are not able to pay for.  The|
Wien clothed in read and are not able pay he

institution is not a swindle. but one of |
those who are now suap-| the most reliable m-d.ators forinventors. |
angel realm,’ to guide the: i

truth and the hie?”
mortal flesh,
pozed, trom
bark of this =piritua'ist order, made
grave mistakes, were even guilty of
cuseedness,’’ and vet we are

— - —

NOTICE.

Beins witlicte! with an im’um'hl«‘
disca<e 1 am compelled to separate |
fom my child, a bright, healthy boy,
seven years of age, who has no mother

wilfn
agked 1o accept a8 absolute authority the
spiritual instruction of the spirite of

th s most fallible men. It is too much and whose father has*,10 home.” Now,
to ask of any sane pereon. as an Anarchist, I would like to see my

In regard to my being “placed as I | child raised in a liberty-loving family
merit,” where I could learn of ‘‘great and to become a useful member of the
men who have investigated’’ Spiritual- coming generation, and if there i8
iam, 1 do not see how that would help my  4n¥ comrade who has the meana and
desire to raise a child, he or she will
please communicate for further infor-|
ma i with . H. MiLLer. |

1408 Pasture St., Pittsburg, Pa. |

Rndical papers please copy.

cage, g0 long as the epirite did not give |
their niessages direct to me; I certainly
would not accept them as true, coming
gecond hand from anybody, no matter
how great and geod he might be.  Well,
we know how often the great have bit-
terly erred in judgment. Look at the
great mindsof which (uristianity boasts, T. A. Hickey, a Socialist agitator and
Yet, because every religion on earth hag organizer, has been investigating e

) ) i  tellen | recent Pana riot, and now mukes the
been espoused by men of great intellect, [ gopgational charge that the operators,

e ——m —

HOW RIOTS ARE MADE.

dses it make religion lessa iraud, a lie led by Penwi 1l vho iwalso m ‘vor of the

| and must have anoth

on the trouble that resulted in the death
of eight persons and the wounding of
many others. It appears that during the
last few months scores of negro non-
unionists deeerted and went back to the
South, and at every moment it was
feared thata stampede of negroes would
take place and the mines would be de-
serted. Driven degperate the operators
held a meeting and decided that the de-
gertion could only be headed off by
bringing the rtate militia upon the
ground, and to bring about such result
trouble would have to be made. A big
black desperado named Stephens was
loaded with whiskey and a gun and gent
forth to start a fight, and how well he
sncceeded the dispatches have already
told. Notwithstanding the declarations
of the sheriff, who was the first man that
the ruflian Stephens shot at and that
he and his deputies were masters of the
situation, Gov. Tanner, who seems now
to be siding with the operators, sent
trcops forward, and the bosses have
trintphed.— Cleveland Citizen.

NOTES.

Byington’s conundrum * How, under
nataral selection, could a purely selfish
race ever have been evolved?”’ is timely ;
but the man, as well as the hour, is nec-
essary, 1'm afraid the egoists will not
understand him. Their philosophy
belongs to a8 period earlier than the
time ‘‘natural selection.”

A. A. Orcutt speaks equally to the
point, and any fool can understand him.
If you should propose to believers in law
and order the following syllogism, they
would think you crazy: ‘‘Man is totally
depraved; therefore man should have
liberty.” But their own doctrine boils
down to this, “Man is totally depraved;
therefore man should have power.” Oh
shade of Aristotle! Which conclusion
follows the more legitimatly from the
major premise? o Tisidy
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RECEIPTS.
Please do not use private checks nor bank
checks if you can avoid it.

The safest and most acceptable manner of re-
mitting {s by postoffice or express money order.
Week ending May 20.

Locke, DeVaux, Meyers, J. Marx, M. Marx,
Gernhard, Holmes, each 50c. lHoechner, Hein
ritz each 23

JUST 0UTI
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS.

g

The Famons Speeches of the Eight
Anarchists in Court.

—AND

Altgzeld's EBeasons for Pardoning
Ficlden, Necbe aud schwab. |

This Look contains a half-ione picture of |
cur eight comrades and one of the monument |
erected at Waldheim cemetery 10 the memory |
of those murdered by the government, This is|
the besxt edition of the book ever printed It

containg 168 pages, Cloth €0 cents. Paper, |

Price 225 Conts. i
FREE SQCIETY. ‘
.\pe;(-‘ml rates for quantities, and to|

Addyess Opelops

newsdealers.

MY GENTURY PLANT.

By LOIS WAISBROOKEK.

«1 demand unqgualified freedom for woman
as woman, and that all fnstitations of soclety
be adjusted to such freedom.” Such is the
position taken by the autor ofthe above work, |

The following are extracts from letters re- \

ceived by the author:

Mrs. Walsbrooker,— Your last book “My Cent-
ury Plant” is worth its weight in gold, —H. F.
Myers, Denver, Colo

1d “My Century Plant”
. The man who bought
it. a teacher, saye he wonldu't take £23 for it.—

Dear Lois,—1 have s

| Mrs. M. Baker, Lake View, Okls.

Bownd in Cloth, 272 pages, $1.00 l

Address vour orders to:
LOIS WAISBROOKER,
Santa Ana, Ca'.

In lots of ten or more, five-cent pamphiets
furnished at three cents each.
The State: Its Historic Role. By Peter
Kropotkin . £
Law and Anthority. By P. Kropotkin. . 05
Anarchist Morality. By Peter Kropotkin 06
The Wage System. Revolntionary Gov-

ernment. By Peter Kropotkin. ... 05
Aparchism: Its Philosophyand Idesl By
Peter Kropotkin . - o 05
War Ry Peter Kroptkin. : 05
An Appeal to the Young. By Kropotkin.. 05
Avarchist-Commupism: Its Basis and
Principles. By Peter Cropotkin . 05
Evolution and Revolution. By E. Rec.us 05
God and the State. By M. Bakounin...... 05
Direct Action vs. Legislation. By Smith 05
A Talk About Anarchist C
By Malatesta............o..coo.oovnes [
The Emancipation of Society from Govern-
ment. By Dallan Doyle................. 05
Mating or Marrying, Which? A Lesson
from History. The Problem of Crimi-
nality. By W, H. Van Oroum........... 05
Essays ou the Soelal Problem. By Heury
. [ 7 CONRRR R 5 haisisivs 05
Social Demoecracy {u By
G, Landauer....... ..o 02
Social Conditions snd Character.
“Ireland.’....... 03
When Love is Liberty aud Nature Law. .. 10
My Century Plant. By Lois Waisbrooker.
A treatise on the sex problem. Ctoth..... 1.00

Helen Harlow's Vow. By L. Waisbrooker 26
Hilde's Home. By Rosa Graul. Cloth §1.
PAPEr COVer.....oovoiiteeeminnneneenns 50
W herefore Investigating Company, regu-
lar price 50c, but while present supply
188t8 ““they 0 AL . ... ....ooomuniinniinnn 25
The Proletarian Revolt, & History of the
Paris Commune 1871. By G. B Benham. 25

HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNE OF 1871.

Translated from the French of

LissaGary by
Eleanor Marr Aveling.

— - e -

The above book is the most reliable history
of the Commune of 1871. and should be in every
library of the student of revolutionary move-
ments. The book contain 500 pages, bound in
cloth. We have made arrangements with the
publishers and are epabled to mail she book
postpaid for

75 cents.
Send your orders to FREE SOCIETY.

Free Socrety Library.

Puablished at 5 cents each.

No. 1, ““Law and Authority,” by P.
Kropotkin.

No. 2, ‘A Talk About Anarchist Com-
munism,” by Fnrico Malatesta.

No. 3, “Emancipation of Society from
Giovernment,” by Dallan Doyle.
“Anarchist Morality” by P.

kin. .

“Mating or Marrying, Which?"”
““A Lesson from History’” and “The
Problem of Criminality,” by W, H. Van
Ornnm.

No. 6, ‘‘lssays on the Social Prob-
lem,” by Henry Addis.

No. 7, “The Wage System” and
“Revolutionary Government,”” both by
Peter Kropotkin. *

No. %, “Anarchism: Its Philosophy

and Lieal,” by Peter Kropotkin.

IN QUANTITIES.

10 100 1,000

30 cente $2.00 $16.50

cents 1) 16.50

25 cents 13.50

30 cents 16.50

25 cents 13.00

3 30 cents 16.50
0.7. 25cents 13.00
0. 8. 30 cents 16.50

Freie Liche oder Ehe?
(Mating or Marryiug, Which?)
BY W. VAN ORNUM,

This excellent pamphlet is now for
sale in the German language and ought
to be distributed among our conserva-
tive GGerman friends.

Write to A. (iross, 330 L. 76th st.,
New York.

Sing.e Co i s 5ecute. In Quantities cheaper.
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