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ANSGRESSIONAL.

nation, known as Gold,
onepoly and trust,

whose crue! hand we hold

n over toiling dust!

Lofd God of trusts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget, some trust forget!

All right and justice we ignore,

We voters and we judges buy,

We-lobby tews and furthermore -

The tascollector we defy.
Thou judge of schemes be with us yet
Lest we forget, some scheme forget!

A war, a senate, an electior,

Still stands their tower of de'ense,

MeKiniey, Hannea and protection.
Thou God of Gold, do not forget,
We need Thee {1 our business yet!

For common folk, who put their tiust
In countiog ballots at the p-lls

Will filud themse!ves de‘eated dust—
The Lord have mercy on their souls!

© T TPTUTHOTE Y WITT Bold Tte §way.
How long, O Lord! How long? Alway?
—David B. Page.
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DIFFERENCES AMONG ANARCHISTS.
iV,

‘““Facts are stubborn things.” Every theory or
working hypothesis to be at all enduring or of
practical value must be built on facte. Chas. Dar
win, by searching out facts for and against, suc-
ceeded in demonstrating that law of nature, “the
struggle for existence,” and the “survival of the
fittest;” it formed the complete foundation for his
“Origin of Species” and his “ Descent of Man.”
We look through nature and we find it all a
struggle for existence and supremacy. The earliest
application of man’s intelligence was to get an
advantage in this struggle, and governments were
instituted, not as the framers of our Declaration
of Independence would have us believe, to secure
to man ‘*“the inalienable rights to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness,” but to gain an advantage
by placing a certain cluss above the action of this
law, confining the struggle for existence to the
lower classes.  In trade this struggle has developed
competition, and government regulation of trade
and commerce has resulted in class combination,
confining competition to the laborer and his small
industries, and the favored classes gradually mon-
opolizing industries have crowded out the middle
man, still farther
struggle for favors

confining competition to a
from the holders of capital,
creating but two classes—the employer and em-
ployed, the loafer and the laborer, the master and
the slave.

Qur comrades differ regarding competition,
Some hold that as a law of nature it should be Eree;‘
that devoid of government regulation it would
result in the survival of the fittest; would reduce
price to the limit of cost; that banking under jts
rule would produce money equivalent to the de-
mande of trade, and the law of reciprocity would
under voluntary organizition effect true Anarchy. |
Others bold, as Artemus Ward once remarked, that
‘ you can't have peace as long as the war goes on,”
and you can’t have freedom as long as government
existe. The trouble with the mutual bank as with the |
co-operative etore is that the selfish instincts of’
man always seek an advantage; he will buy where
he can buy cheapest and sell where he can sell

tage, they will always make the business of the
mutual bank unprofitable. I might admit that
the mutual bank under freedom would work all
right and during the transition to complete co-
operation furnish at cost what money would be
required to facilitate the exchange of products, still
T believe a better system is being inaugurated by
the labor exchange. But se—tong -as guvernment
exists competition cannot be free to work out the
problem of reciprocity and be superseded by com-
plete ¢ ration and free consumption. Hence
T reg t Aals__l'x_p;liialive, a reform not at all
essential to thi propaganda of Anarchism. In fact,
Iregard it detrimental. Like the single tax and
other issues, it is based upon the idea of enforced
contract, and if it does not require government like
the single tax, it requires the machinery of govern-
ment, courts, police and jails. I believe in free
-eontract, - r-freeconmpetitlun; 1ree money and free
rum. In fact, I would have all things and men
free, but government and its machinery is in the
way and must be removed before anything can be
free. The essential of Anarchism is freedom. T
would trust liberty believing like learning it is only
dangerous in small quantities. Make rum free,
that is, remove all restriction to its manufactury,
+ale and use, and temperance organizations, like
Othello, would find their occupation gone.  Re-
move all restriction and government regulation of
trade and commerce, and competition would run
its course and die of its own inherent weakness.

Free land and all naturs opportunity, that is to
say, do away with that power of government which
protects classes in taking undue advantage and
allow all men an equal right to unoccupied oppor-
tunity, that labor may universallys be applied in
self-support, and with the everincrearing facilities
for production, price would not only fall to cost,
but cost would consist of so little labor, healthful
exercise and pride of production would abolish
price.  Value in exchange would disappenr; labor
would no longer be the work of slaves, competing
with each other for the privilege of receiving one
tenth of its value while nine tenths went to « class
of nonproducers.  With opportunity the
laborer would “look out for No. 1.” The nonpro-
ducers would have to go to work to provide for
themselves. Is it not plain that all competition
would disappear and monopoly be entirely

free

useless?
Consider facts; look at the immense production,
and the small number actually engaged in produ-
cing; look at the everincreasing army of the nnem-
ployed; lay aside all preconceived opiniong induced
by the study of some theory with ita profuse argu-
ments and tables of statistics culled under condi-
tions favorable to the theory. I ask you to study
the facts of your own observation; do not aceept
without question the assertion of “great men”, /
man may have “great learning” and yet be given
poiuts in truth by the humble plowman. The
true student of human nature does not always
come from colleges. The best teachers, experience
and observation, require no books and routine
study. The army of the unemployed have an
excellent opportunity to study conditions in our
great cities. The mortgaged tenants of farms
have an opportunity to examine facts in the con-

dition of the country. Examine and maintain

dearest. As a borrower he denounces vsury and
would gladly patronize the mutual bank. Bat
when he loans, usury is all right, and so long as
gevernment gives the bankers an unnatural sdvnn-’

your right to 1ifé, liberty and the

pursuit of hap-
piness.

There should be no reserved seats at
nature’s table; there is ample pruvision for all; let
each assert his independence. A. L. BaLLou.

,_‘pul» off and delay the final trinmph of the

BABYLON WILL FALL.

All signs indicate that the time is near when
those who love liberty and hope to see it realized
Among men are going to behold the fruition of
their hopes. The long winter of darkness, oppres-
sion and suffering which mankind has endured for
ages, is near its end, and will soon give place to
the springtime 6f gladness which will usher in a
period of freedom, plenty and peace.

I eay this with all due caution.

I think I see

all the signs fail, we have already entered the rapids
which are destined to swallow up the present gys. -
tem of force, fraud and exploitation. The great
sufferings of the people, particwarly during the
last six years; the political contests over the money
question; the Spanixh war; the ttultification of
American traditions in our treatment of the one-_
time Spanish colonies; and the chaotic condition
of politics today, all point to changes which
promise to prove more far-reaching than the domi-
nant powers have any conception of.

There are some things that are becoming clear.
The panic of 1893 was deliberately planned and
executed by the allied monied interests of this
country, acting through the American Bunkers’
Association, in order to foice congress to increase
their privileges through legislation in favor of the
gold standard, thereby increaxing the burdens of
the people.  Those same interests elected Mr. Mec-
Kinley in 1896 and have since guided the poliey of
hia administration in all particulurs. Tt was those
interests again, that changed a popular demand in
this country for interference in favor of Cuban in-
dependence into a war of conquest, which is now,
in violation of solemn pledges and in violation of
our ewn history and traditions, crushing out the
liberties of a weak but brave and heroic people in
the Philippine Islands.  And, it is the secret work
|of those same interests which are seeking to and

[ will divide the Demaocratic party and prevent its
[focussing its efforts, in the cominyg presidential
| eampaign, upon any measure of monetary reform.
| I'say, the intluences behind all thege sinister move-
1mc-m.u have been the organized monied interests of
‘Zthm country, commonly known as the
| pt)\’c’(’lﬂ

| And yet, strong as it is,

money

with all the resources
[that money can give, and with its absolute control
of the government, of ull political parties, of the
lcourts and of all administrations,
[certain to be destroyed

that power ig
Influences are already at
work which are destined to bréak its power forever,
It is impossible, within the limits of a short letter,
like this, to go into details; but there can be no
mistaking the result.  The end is inevitable. That
end will not come through The
#8 it huw in the past,
at the polls. Nor will it come through insurrection
lamong the people.

politieal nction.
|money power will win again,

Nothing eould more certuinly
pvnple
The clash of
{arms may come; but if it does, it will be at the/
[demand and instigation of the wealthy classes in
|order to prevent the introduction of reforms in
lhuﬁiuens methods which would destroy their hold,
[There is no doubt that they would plunge this
cauntry into a civil war at any time, rather than
[to permit the establishment of methods of buriness
|which would finally take away their power. It will
{be found that the begincing of the twentieth cen-
tury has wonderful stores of good in it for the
people. W. H. Vax Or~Num.

[ than to attempt, even, such a thing.

gome of the ateps which. will bring it;-und, urtess -
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Anarchy.—A social theory which regards the union of order
with the absence of all direct government of man by man as the
political {deal: absolute individusl liberty. —Century Dictionary.

- NOTE AND GOMMENT.

The dispatches of the morning papers of August 21
brought the shuddering news that the Anarchiste of
Parie, France, had incited a riot, shot the police and
deeecrated sgme churches. I was surprised that An-
archists sl)oﬁst&rt a war with the police with ‘‘re’
volvers and loaded sticks” when science has discovered
mucl cheaper and more effective weapons. The eve-
ning papers, however, explained the situation. There

- dais the partiesarrested and
the others were * boys from 15 to 20 years old and no-
bodies.”

* ¢ o

Ifreely concede that I had no direct proof of Inger-
soll's dighonesty, vet I caunot conceive of such a thing
as a successful lawyer being honeﬂt,‘fcralarze percent-
age and among them the best paying of cases accepted
by lawyers are necessarily known to them to be based
upon dishonesty; and a man who defends a dishonest
case thereby of neceesity becomes dishonest himself.

I still insist that Ingersoll loved the dollars more
than -hemanity:
charge any admission fee he liked, but what should
we think of a doctor who would refuse to attend to a
dying man unless g0 and so much were put before
him? Or what should we think of an Anarchist lec-
turer who would refuse to lecture to an audience eager
to hear our eide unless each could pay him a dollar?
Again, if Ingersoll was strictly honest and humanita.
rian, why did not his humanitarian impulee dictate
the defense of the Chicago martyrs wWHOM HE ENEW
AND ADMITTED TO BE INNOCFNT without the exorbitant
charge he demanded? To be sure friend Coolridge
would have acted differently in this case.

The assertion that Ingersoll died poor is amusing,
indeed, when we read of his beautiful residences, the
tracte of land he possessed in the south, and that his
life was ineured for $100,000, the premium upon which
is almost enough to support & poor man’s family.

e ¢ o

Bighop Hogan of Kansag City being interviewed in
regard to expansion eays that ‘'destiny has marked
out America's future and we could not change it 1f we
would.” Notwithstanding he anxiously pleads for the
annexation of the Pnilippine and other islands in the
Orient in order to prevent Russia from establishing
the (ireek church, ete, showing thereby that he is
not so sure that ““ destiny ”” has marked out our future,
or rather he lacke faith in this case and wante the
Americans to mind God’s business, Asils

e ¢ o o o

IS COVERNMENT A NECESSITY?

Despite some choice rhetoric and some rhetoric not
8o choice, our remote ancestors displayed great acumen
when they handed over their liberties to a collection
of self-seeking, power-loving gentlemen known as
kings. They paid by the sacrifice of freedom for so
much protection, accomodation and amelioration. The
accomodation and amelioration received at first must
have been considerable, though these two factore are
eliminated on the very threshold of history. lo fact,
history is a mere record of protests against mal-adminis-
tration and the congervative tendency in government—
conservatism, in this case, being the exact opposite of
amelioration. Nevertheless, after the first ancestors
had developed the beautiful spirit of toleration, so ob-

\vious among the social revolutionists of our own time,
Yo the extent of allowing one of hie kind in the same
county with him, he could not have given greater evi-
dence of hie sanity had he taken & course at Stanford
than he did when he subscribed toa government. The
one benefit derived from that sacrifice of liberty, i. e.
protection, wae compeneation for all he had to endure.
Under it society developed, nor would society have
developed witout it. Herbert Spencer says rather per-
tinently in his Principles of Sociology: ‘‘The headless
clusters wholly ungoverned, are incoherent, and sepa-
rate before they acquire considerable sizes; but along

s 1
with maintenance of an aggregate approaching to or | pr ing the of these State Socialiste, when
exceeding a hundred we ordinarily find a simple or a | they get control of the government. If he dare himt
compound ruling agency—one or more men claiming [that he is dissatisfied with the gentleman appointed
and exercising authority that is natural, supernatural | to do his thinking for bim, the kindly disposed clown

Lor- bath. - This-is-the ﬁra&amia*—di%remlmnn.-ln-#sblu‘&sleWﬂ&ny faveor-with the official ‘‘thinker,””

his Data of Ethics he says: ‘‘The rational theory, in- | will hail him before the latter’s sycophants where the
ductively based, is that a state of political subordina- | bastinado of this other *‘one true church’” will be ad-
tion gradually hecame established through experience ministered in the high style of the art. And with the
of the increased satisfaction derived nunderit.” The amount of practice the hanger of the present dictator
increased eatiefaction ariges from these facts: Man is {receivee in disciplining business, much pleasure of a
not naturally a gregarious animal, or to put it better, | serious sort may be looked forward to swhen these
he is not naturally & social being. Civilized man ig people who play at being wise, come into their king-
beyond question a social being, but this quality has dom. Josern JeEFFERSON NOEL.
been the resnlt of a long and severe experience by
which a great change has been produced in his consti-
tution. Previously to this change, though not natu- EFFECT OF HUNGER.

rally an aggressive being as toward other animals, he Hungry people think less about liberty than
Roesessed the form and strength to battle ferociously | ghout something to put into their stomachs, Hun-
with thoge of his own species. Such being his nature, | gry people will vote for food rather than for free-
if we now suppose him without reason, distingunishing Lo H be d ded figh
carelully between reason and mere ability to reason, | - 2 ungry men cannot epended an to fight
suppose that he do not reason nor reflect upon his con- | for their rights. A people reduced to want and

e & & o e

duct ar, what is the same thing, suppose that his im- | PUDger are already enslaved. A hungry people

pulsive always overbalance his rational desires, and |Pever yet achieved liberty. The stomach is not the
influence all his acts, we can readily see how incom- | seat of patriotism. Dependence, and not indepen-
patible must have been his nature with the existence | dence, is located in the stomach. The Rothschilds
of a peaceable state of society. For, if one desired an |and all the money kings understand this full well-
object which was in the possesgion of another, nothing ’Tbey plot to put the common people in the condi-
but physical cisability could prevent him from obtain- | ;1 of dependence and want; then they are easily

ing it, at whatever cost to the other. The strong and |managed. The money men, as & rule, are not law
indolent would compel the weak to erve them and the | ;

. . | breakers; they are law makers. The evils people
woret form of slavery would exist. These evils could ‘ X :
be enlarged npon; sufficient is given, I think, to prove have most to complain of come not from breaking

B ’ . ; =
that man ie utterly incapable of social existence in a laws, but from making laws. Tyrants always have

i eonrse it—was.his privilege tolpative state, anless protected in his life, his liberty [law on their side. _Thix is always the boast of the

and hie property by an artificial system—government. i()ppressor. “The crime 18 always in the violation

That government was necessary at the dawn of so- |of the law;” so say the courts. But an ancient
cial consciousness doee not, however, excuse the ab- | philosopher said: ““If the laws are of such a char-
eurdity it has become. It is a yoke upon the necks of %ﬂcwr that persons must needs break them to obtain
the people who are continually tr'yiug to u”f’W it off |the necessaries of life, not the breakers of the law
There is no record of & free nation ever crying aloud lought to be punished but the makers of them.”-Ex.
for a ruler. And could we have a state of society ab- ‘

solutely free of government there wonld be no con |
certed action on the part of the people to re-establish | THE BLUE LAWS ACAIN.
the unnecessary evil. But, rest assured, some eell-| yi . \ioiton calls my attention to Josh Billing’s eay-
lover, with a lust for power, surrounded by eycophants, . .y, : i "
would infliet himeelf on the people and become their ;zgmu?h‘tf::::‘aizsﬁ L2;:;05:lfshé;::z(;?{;r;i:
ruler by the “grace of God.” What we are pleased to says; and I would remind him of an editorial utterance
call progress in government—the securing of human [of the Sunday School Times, “The three most impor-
liberties, the establishment of human rights, arc ex- | tant things . are, first to have a point;
pressions of the fact that the different peoples have to | second, to see t'he point; and third, to stick to the
a greater or lesser extent thrown off the burden of point”.
government; for government is the most coneervative | | guid that the alleged Blue Laws of Connecticut
force in existence today and exercices a powerful in-Lyorg forgeries, and that 1o cite them as historic evi-
fluence 1n direct hosti]ity,to human advancement. | dence was to staltify one’s self. This is true, and Mr.
With these things in our minds. and admitting for Morton does not directly deny it. But hé dodges a-
the sake of argument, if my proofs have not been con- | round the bush by saying that the actual laws of New
clugive, that government ie fundamentally a uecessity, | England (mostly outside of Connecticut) were just as
shall we in our struggles for the emancipation of the . bad. Suppose this is true, it does not make the quo-
proletariat acquiesce in the claims of a certain brand | ting of the forged laws any better policy; what I said
of Socialiste—the petit bourgeois, *‘scab” brand, to|remains abeolutely unaffected. Mr. Morton seems to
be specific—that the cure for government is more gov- | take me for a defender of the Puritan government. I
ernment? If we were convinced that vulgar egotism, |am not much obliged; I think all governments are

e e o o o

cand the love of power, were not the impelling forces ' bad. The Puritan governments of New England were
{ behind these lovers of humanity, we could transfer to not in my judgment worse than others at that time;

them the trifle of liberty left ue, with the hope of en- | but the question whether they were or not is hardly
ticing a greater amount in return. But unfortunately | worth discussion in Free Society’s columns.
for their dreams of autocracy we are not convinced.  But Mr. Morton doee not even properly bear out his
Within the month I have resigned from the Socialist | statement that Peters’ Blue Laws ‘‘are in spirit true
Labor Party in protest against the dictatorship of a records.” These laws contain such provisions as the
third citizen who has done more injury to the prole- | following: **No'one shall travel, cook victuals, make
tarian movement in this country than the combined | beds, sweep houee, cut hair, or shave on the Sabbath
forces of capitalism. He split the labor organizatiohs day. No woman shall kiss her child on the Sabbath
in two, and yet the apologists for this gentleman would | or Fasting day. No one shall read the Book of Com-
affront the ‘‘good God” and tear a hole in the economy | mon Prayer, keep Christmas or Saint days, make
of heaven, trying to prove him worth while. Late re- mince pies, dance, play cards, or play on any instru-
porte eay his reign is over, but it only means the as- | ment of music except the drum, trumpet and jews-
cension to the throne of one equally bad, as the ability | harp; no one sghall run on the Sabbath day, or walk in
of a wardheeler ie at a premium in this party, in fact | the garden or elsewhere except reverengly to and from
it ie the only ability rewarded. meeting; no food or lodging shall be afforded to a
The editor of the official organ at New York is su- | Quaker or other heretic; every male shall have his
preme in the organization. No matter how absurd his | hair cut round according to a cap.” Mr. Morton’s list
tactics, or how idiotic his economics, he is, from the | of cases does not show the equivalent of these laws—
nature of hie position, above criticism. Yet many |not even if we refrain from crossing off the cases
people not so far advanced as the Socialists have long | where by his own showing the court did not sustain
ago discarded divine right and pre-science in humans. | the charge, or where no penalty but a reprimand was
The party press is closed to & voice in protest against |inflicted, and from inquiring for completer dates of
any of his doctrines, however false, and to express dis- | some of the events. Consequently even Mr. Morton’s
approval among the common members marks you a |irrelevant claim that Peters’ laws are correct *‘in
victim of that new instrument for the teaching of |spirit’’ ie not sustained.
‘!scientific’” truths, discipline. And what a charming| But Mr. Morton’s paragraphs suggest another point
prospect for the unworthy one who is incapable of ap- | which, though properly aside from our discassion, is
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quite germane to the purpose for which Free Society
exists. - Mr, Morton's list of cases runs from 1647 to
1780, or through 133 years. Without doubt he has
selected (or those whom he quotes have selected) tlie
most striking caees that were known to exist in the

* recorde of that century and a third. Now, Liberty

lately ran, for some time, a regular two-page depart-
ment of current reports about the bad and foolish
doings of government. Aund a two years’ file of that
will show cases to match almost point for point Mr.
Morton’s 133-year record. I doubt whether Liberty
gave so large a variety of Sabbath cases, but am sore
that the files of the .dmerican Sentinel, which makes a
specialty of that, will ehow within a“few years as long
and gross a list of Sabbatarian persecutions as Mr.
Morton has collected, and that in states which are not
suppoged to have been under Puritan influence at all
I remember such cases as a man punished for using a

“failin hie own barn on Sunday, &0 far from disturbing

his peighbore that they could not even get evidence
against him except by creeping up to the barn as
spieg; [ believe this was in Maryland or Tennessee.
As for Mr. Morton’s brightest jewel, the man punished
for publicly kissing his wife on Sunday, Liberty gave
the parallel to thatin the record of a coachman who
wae fined for “‘disorderly conduct” consisting of kiesing
his own wife on the public street, without even the
aggravation of its being Sunday; and this in the
highly puritanical city of Paris, France! The man
paid the fine and gallantly eaid the kiss was worth it.

In other words: We =say we have made progrese in
eivilization.  But, taking that past government which
among Americans is most famous for oppreesive and
ridiculous meddlesomeness, and eelecting the worst
instances of its work for a century and a third, we
find the governmente of today furnishing & parallel to
it all within a few yeare. The lesson ig the same as is
taught by the revival of the Inquisition’s methods in
in the Barcelona outrages of 1896 There is nothing
that we are eafe from as long as the monsier lives;
a8 long a8 people still aseign to a corporation called
*‘government’’ that power of making right and wrong
by a decree of 1t will, which some theologiane (and
only some) have ascribed to God.  Let this continue,
and the progrees of civilization puts no end to any
form of oppresgion.

Mr. Morton closes with the name of Giles Corey,
talking as if he suffered for witcheraft.  Surely, Mr.
Morton is too well informed to be ignorant of the fact
that Corey wae neither tried nor punished for witch-
craft. Il Mr. Morton chooses to eay that the English
law of contempt of court at that time was very bad,
and that 1f the Salem judges had been civilized men
they would sooner have resigned their officer, or even
entered on firmal rebellion against England, than
been concerned in executing that law,—why, he will
be right. But the same thing ie true of a great many
laws that are executed today. 8. T. Byvixgrox.

*« & & & &

FAILURE OF RUSKIN GOLONY.

It seems that Ruskin has wound up its ““little ball
of yarn’’ and qnit. The demise, according to an
ex-member, now an employee of the New York Jour
nal, wae a case of suicide. The ex-member referred to
8ays:

The failure was not commercial. The association
was perfectly solvent. It had alwaye discounted all
its bills, and was rated Al at Bradstreet’s.

The cause of the trouble was the dissatisfaction of
legs than a dozen members.  These people attempted
to disseminate the doctrines of Anarchy and Freelove,
but were prevented by the remaining two hundred,
who stood firmly for law, order, and morality. .

This ie pretty thin. We know that to shout ‘‘Infi-
delity! Boo!” at a Christian will scare him out of a
year’s growth. But to suppose that these coloniste,
who had a good thing, an “A1” thing, were scared to
death by a cry of free love, is too much, especially
when the statement is accompanied by the assertion
that the ‘‘law and order”” people * prevented”’ the
dissemination of the doctrines of Anarchy.

The Torcl of Reason, commenting on this gtatement
of the ex-member of Ruskin, ‘* believes it” and 8aYyS
that “ when free lovers and Anarchists begin to show
themselves, people who believe in homes and good
government begin to move out.” Thas he who smiles
at the Christian’s fear to meet Infidelity on the
grounds of fact and logical deduction, admits that folly
in his own law-anJ-order class when Anarchism
presents itself and asks to be investigated.

Even though Anarchy is as great a cause of un-
reagoning terror to the ““Socialist ” as Atheism is to

the Christian, very few reasonable people will believe
that Ruskin Colony vacated because *‘less than a
dozen” of the membership held opinions differing
from those of *‘the remaining two hundred.”

The official organ of the colony has from first to last
told us that co-operaiion ®as on trial at Ruskin, and
has paid no attention to other questione. Then so
long ae co-operation was a succees, the colony had no
bueiness to fail. If the real object was to prevent the
diegemination of the doctrines of Anarchy and [ree
love, it etill had no bueiness to fail, as it is declared
that success was attained in this line. Evidenly,
then, if we accept this ex-member’s statemcent, Ruskin

among intelligent people, for religion is one of the relics
of the past. There are other questions of far greater
importance that demsand the attention of the peaple
at present, such for inetance as the social and sex
questions. Up to a few months ago the management
of the 8. F. Freethought Society was in the hands of
conservatives who sought to exclude from discnssion
ull subjects of modern tendency. Lately however a
change in the management has been effected and the
policy of the society has been radically changed so
that all eubjects pertaining to the advancement of the
human race are beiny freely discussed.

Last Sunday Evening the subject under concidera-

could not stand success and prosperity, and died as ation was “Would society be safe without government ?"”
result of these calamitous conditions! Looked at in al The opening speaker as well as the majority of the suc-

common sente light, it ie etill more evident that some-
body is interested in preventing the whole truth being

ceeding speakers were united in the conviction that
not only wouald society be eafe without government,

known. J.H. M. |but tha! government is the underlying cause of most
PR OT exigling inharmony in society and the distregsed

A. I. AND S. D. CRITICIZED.

A. LI’s remarke on Ingersoll, published in Free
Society of August  are, in my opinion,, opensto cfiti-
ciem. | am pot g hero-worsniper and do not look
upon Ingersoll as a divinity. 1am aware of the fact
that he wae only & human being and, like all of us,
bad his faults and limitati_as. [ disagree with many
of his views, and on several occasions I have com-
bated his utterances. But | believe that he wae an
honest man and that he did his best, in hig own way,
to advance the interests of mankind. He might not
have fully realized the meaning of the word liberty;
he might heve been a **paradoxical cifaracter” and, in
gome reepects, a “‘living coutradiction ;" he might have
been a lover of the “filthy lucre,” but the fact tiat,
deepite his large earnings he died a poor man proves
that he was not so greedy as some people would have
ue believe he wae. A. L. says: ‘‘He spoke in high-

spirited words about justice, yet he did not hesitate to
defend Hauna and his accomplices in 1896, ag a polit-
lcal etump speaker, when he knew that justice was on |
the side of the people.” Puat in plain English lhie‘
means: Ingereoll knew that McKinley and his party |
were “‘congpirators,” and yet he made stump speechies
in favor of the Republican caundidate; he defended a
cause knowing it to be wrong; he spoke against his
own convictions; conseqneutly he was a dighonest
man. Let me tell you, A. L., that no matter what oar
own convictions may be, no matter how much we may
iove the “people”’ and what we consider justive, vther
people who disagree with ue may be just as honest as
we are. Now what are the facts under consideration?
During the presuh—.mial_uampmgn of 1896 Ingersoll
appeared as a champion of McKinley and the gold |
standard against Bryan and 16 to 1. I am not defend
ing Ingersoll’a political views—far from it. In the |
McKinley Bryan campaign | was oo the side of the
people and against Hanna, McKinley and Ingersoll ;
but ‘how do you know that Ingereoll was not sincere
in his support of McKimley” As Ingersoll was a be- |
liever in government, what right have we to say that |
he was dishonest because he wasa Republican? [Lat
us have a little charity and remember that we have ‘
not monopolized the realm of honesty; let us accuse |
no one of dishonesty unlees we can prove our charge. |
In the same issue of Frec Sucicty S. D. calls “Citizen” |
Train to account for some wretched verses, absurd |
statements, and other things that have appeared in |
the Penny Magazine. 1 find no fault with S, D.e )
criticism, and yet I am convinced that it was a waste |
of space. The fact is, George Francis Train shouhli
not be taken seriously. His utterances are a mixture |
of sense and nonsense, wiedom and folly, witticism |
and coarseness, and you must take him as he is or|
ignore him entirely. I heard him speak scores of |
times at the Manhattan Liberal Club, and long ago |
came to the conclusion that he is above or beyond |
criticism. If you find something in the Peniy Maga-
zine that pleases you, be grateful for it, but do not
stop to criticise Train for anything you may dislike,
for Train will always be Trainesque and nothing else.
Cyrrs W, CooLrinGi.

* e 0o o e

THE S. F. FREETHOUCHT SOCIETY.

Of the many societies carricd on under the banner
of Freethought the above named is one of the few that
is real) deserving of the nobility of its name. Most
of existing Freethought societies are free onlyin name.
They adhere strictly to the antiquated program of
fighting gods and devile—a subject that is getting
threadbare and is beyond the neccessity of discussion

condition of the peopls. Thomas Paine was quoted
in aapport of that position.
One dissenting speaker agreed that the preseat gov-

[ernmem of the United States was a seandal to eivili-

zation and that therg is a downward tendency of civi-
lization altogether, but he could not understand how
government could he digpensed with entirely. He said
that any set of people intent upon accomplighing a.,
end must be organized ; he favored a change of govern-
ment; he wanted a yood government in place of the
present bad one.

The concluding spesker set the foregoing objection
right by stating that a ceseation of government did
not necessarily involve cessation of organization; that
society may be organized without government ; that
government and organization were two different things.

The above society meets every Sunday Fvening at
S P.M. at 1133 Miesion street. G U

* ¢ 2 27 e

INGRATITUDE.

Like the monntain torrent that,obeying the laws
of gravitation, rushes from the heights with thun-
dering noise and by its force starts mills and facto-
ries to useful labor, 8o battles and strives the soldier
for freedom for his ideals, because his overflowing
strength, his intellectual powers, his individuality
guide him and he acts thus, unable to act n!.hel:-
wise. Such a man finds his reward in his own acts,
und therefore it is absurd when the pessimist refers
to his past activity and harps on the ingratitude of
his fellowmen, really seeking to justify to himself
his own conservatism and inactivity,  More closely
ob erved, the latter's argument is but a concenlment
of hix own weakness. In the first mstance, this
self-di=charged soldeir for freedom, has not labored
for gratitude, but to propagate his convictions,

| Recondly, he has no claim on the gratitode of soci-

ety, huving received from it and the preceding gen-
erations his abilities, his knowledge, which he at
all times uses for his own gratification and satinfae-
tion, while the gain from this to society is like the
unconscious “good derived from the mountain tor-
rent, and can, at most, be counted ax a self-evident
part-payment to humanity,  Thirdly, he fonght
when in his prime without thought of the thanks
of others, and only asks them when he has ulready
outlwed his usefulness und strength and lies growl-
ing and snorting in the corner—a humnn fruit
given over to rot. No, not the ingratitude of others
is here the cause of pessimizm, but one's own de-
cay; 1t is but an attempt to hide one’s own weak-
ness with the dragged-in weakness of our fellow-
men.

As the monntain torrent oft exhales bad odors
when it lazily crawls through the plain, 80 mai
commences to get shallow; and mired once, he loae'l
hig creative powers and energy.—~Sturme ogel,

*® ¢ ¢ ¢ @

‘‘When a white man governs himeelf, that is gelf-

government. But when he governs himself und also

governs some other man, that is more than self-gov-
ernment,—that is despotism. What I do mean to say
is that no man is good enouh to Bovern another man
without that other’s consent.”—Abraham Lincoln.

‘“Lawe aever interfere with the enterpriges «
rich and great; they strike the feeble, who o
the contrary, to be protected.”’—B;
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EMMA GOLDMAN IN OURAY, COLO.
‘Through the kindly efforts of com.
Wm. Holmes of Denver, the radicals of
the “'Gem City of the Rockies” were en-
abled to hear the great apostle of An-
archism in three successive addresses.
Two of these were delivered from the
“Bench”’ of the Court House of Quray
county and the third at the Opera House.

Her subjects were: Friday evening
Auvgust 11, “The Aim of Humanity,”
Saturday evening, ‘‘Aunthority vs. Liber-
ty,” sand Sunday evening, ‘'The New
Woman.”” The attendance was mnot
what it might or should have been, but

-are-not- men;-they are
simply tools; and how much better off
are we, all of us who are forced to help
support those toold! I wish there were
s hundred thousand Abner J. Popes,
men who would act upon the principle
he did when nnjustly confined in Port-
land jail; men who would refuse to
recognize governmental authority.

It has got to come to that and those
who take that position first are the
bravest, strike the deepest into the pois-
onous tree of government.

We, such as Pope and I, have the ad-
vantage of yon who laugh at what you
call ghosts and epooks, for we know that
we live after the body has gone back to
its native dust, and®We shall defy arbi-
trary power there as well as here, shall
continue te work for freedom, by self-
government, Well, never mind, we can

ety —

when we take into consideration that the
city’s population is less than 4000, and
that for Sunday evening at least there
were sixteen saloons in full blast as well
as four churches with a majority of the

,.‘l.‘n_;ber, if not all, making a special effort
to finally dispose of Mr. In:ersoll, we
may congratulate ourselves on doing as
well as we did. The number of men.and
women who attended our meetings rang-
ed-from 125 to 150, the men of course
largely prédominating, and all agreed
that the speaker was one of the best that
ever came to OQuray.

The program as originally arranged in-
cluded a side trip for Emma Goldman of
24 miles to Silverton, ghich fell on Sun-
day ; but as there'is no Sunday stage nor
train the comrades here secured the
Opera Houee for that evening, thinking
that they would have a large turn omt,
but found that the attractions above
mentioned were too much for the people
in Ouray. However, the audience was
fullg as large as at the Court House, and
the collection was selightly better.

Owing to the fact that Ouaray is not on
any main line of railroad it costs more
to get there from the Pacific coast than
it does to Denver direct, although nearly
400 miles farther east, but we had no

great trouble in making up this exta ex-
pense and a little besides. In thie con-
nection | wish to state that our Italian
comrades contributed the larger share of
of all that had to be raised and therefore
deserve extra credit.

The radicals of Ouray are well pleased
with the reenlte of Emma Goldman’s
work and hope to eee her again in the
near future. C.H.W.

—— > —

MACHINES.

A so-called reform paper, The Public,
saye of Dewey:

Americans will want to know whether
he acted under orders or upon his own
judgment when last winter, without
giving the usoal notice of bombardment,

he shelled Filipino towns and villages, |

and ruthlessly elaughtered the inhabit-
ante by the thourands regardless of
nor.-combatante, age or sex. 1f he acted
under orderg, he was not culpable. But
whoever ordered that infamous slaughter

merite the contempt of the American |
peovle; and it is only discret to restrain |

applanse of Admiral Dewey’s name until

__ @saurances are forthcoming that the

arbarous order to bombard without

tice did not originate with him.

I have never read anything that
brought home to me the horror of gov-
ernment more strongly than does the
above pargraph. If we do & thing on
our responsibility and that thing isa

horrid violation of human rights, then

Uwe are blamed, bat if government com-
denands us to do the sane thing we are
tineriltless if we obey, and traitors if we
clustere to obey.

rate befoiy together with every other officer
'OVM@ the rank and

afford to have you [augh &t u8 11 you can |
afford to laugh at what yoy do not un-
derstand.

““The harbarous ord'r to bombard
without noticg.”” The bombardment
in and ef itself was not barbarous, oh no!
That is a highly civilized method! Out
upon it all! We have no civilization!
Well, 1 will turn to another subject.

Iam glad that Emma Goldman lec-
tured npon the sex question, for so long
as gex is owned, ruled by church or state,
there will be conflict in the creatory, and
so long as there'is conflict between the
firer forces of men and women, as there
must be if women submit unwillingly,
as they are so often forced to do under
the present system of things, so long will
the war spirit prevail,

Sex is the source of all life, and it fol-
lows as & logical conclusion that it is the
source of all power, for where is there
power unless there is life behind it to
control and direct. So long as church
and state control sex they control every-
thing and there is no hope for it.

Bnt as your gpace is limited I will eay
no more now. Lois W AISBROOKER.

P.S. The Light of Truth, a promi-
nent Spiritualist paper, has given its
readers my face with the words, “I de-
mand unqualified freedom for woman as
woman, and that all the institutions of
society be made conformable to such
freedom,”” under that face.

The world does move L.W.
1 THE REVOLUTION.
| The. Social Revolution is bound to

come. It will come either in full pano-
| ply of the law, and surrounded with all
‘me bleesings of peace, provided the
| people have the wisdom to take it by the
hand and indace it betimes; or it may
break in npon us unexpectedly, amidst
'all the convulsions of viclence, with wild
[dishevelvd locks, and shod in iron san-
ldals #£ume it must, in one way or the
other. When | withdraw myeelf from
| the turmoil of the day and dive into
Thieory. I hear distinctly its approach-
| ing tread.— Lasalle.

HE DON'T WANT IT.

The Washington Star thus deecribes
| the process of civilization :(—

| ““As I understand it,’”” eaid the heathen,
‘“you propose to civilize me?”’

“Exactly s0.”

“You mean to get me out of habits of
idlenegs and teach me to work 7"’

“That is the idesa.”

‘“‘And then lead me to simplify my
methode and invent things to make my
work lighter?”

“Yea.!

| **And pext I will become ambitious to
ge trich, 8o that I won’t have to work at

N at g 2

“Well, wl;nt's the use of faking such a
round about way of getting just where 1
started ? I don’t liave to work now.”
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RECEIPTS.

Please do not use private checks nor bank
checks if you can avoid it,

The safest and most acceptable manner of re-
miiting is by postofiice or express money order.

Week ending August 19.

Johneton, $5. Uhl, §1. Tarr, Dilg, Freyman.
Morzan, Frenzel. Ls Fetra, Gelis, Gelis, Popke,
Wesseier, McNabb Pfuetzner, Klein, each 502.
Clarkson, 25¢. Lallis, 10c.
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JEAN GRAVE
By Vorrairine pe CLEYRE.

— e
Price 25 Cents.

5 copies $1 00. 10 copies $1.50

Send orders toe FREE SOCIETY.

HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNE OF 1871.

Translated from the French of
LissaGarY by
Eleanor Marz Aveling.

-

The above book Is the most reliable history
of the Commuue of 1871. and should be in every
linrary of the studeut of revolutionary move-
ments. The book containg 500 pages, bound in
cloth. We have made arrangements with the
publishers and are enabled to mail the book
postpaid for

75 cents.
send your erders to FREE SOCIETY.

THE GHIBAGQMARTYRS.

The Fameous Speeches of the Eight
Anarchists in Court.

—AND —
Altgeld’'s Reasoms for Pardosing
Fielden, Noebe and Schwab.

This book contains a half-tone picture of
our eight comrades and one of the monument
erected at Waldhelm cemetery to the memory
of those murdered by the government. This {8
the best edition of the book ever printed. It
contains 168 pages, Cloth 60 cents. Paper,

Price 25 Cents.
Address Orders to FREE SOCIETY.

Special rates for quantities, and to
newsdealers.

Freie Licbe oder Ehe'?
(Mating or Marrying, Which?)
BY W. VAN ORNUM,

This excellent pamphlet is now for
sale in the German language and ought
to be distributed among our conserva-
tive German friends.

Write to A. Gross, 330 E. 76th st.,
New York.

8ing.e Copies 5 cents. In Quantities cheaper

Freedom, & moutbly jourual of Anarchist-
Communism. Address: 7, Lamba Conduft Bireet
London, W. C Eugland. Piice 40 ceuts per
year, postpald. Order from Free Boclety.

The Truth Beeker, & Journal Devoted to
Mental Freedom and Bocial Progress. Pubiised
monthly. Bent postpaid to any sddress, 40
cents a vear. Address: J. W. Gott, 36, Villiers

all??

8t., Braafprd, England.
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In lots of tem or more, five-cent pamphlets
farnished at three cents each.
The State: Its Historic Role. By Peter
EXOPORIR: 1. o nicin s ousmsmawilitemedis soumt
Law and Authority. By P. Kropotkin...
Anarchist Morality. By Peter Kropotkin
The Wage Bystem. Revolntionary Gov-
ernment. By Peter Kropotkin..........
Aparchism: Its Philosophy and Idesl. By
Peter Kropotkin.
War By Peter Krop! 5 .
An Appeal to the Young. By Kropotkin..
Anarchist - Communism: Its Basis and
Principles. By Peter Cropotkin.
Evolution snd Revolution. By E. Reclus
Anarchy. By Enrico Malstesta e
God and the State. By M. Bakounin
Direct Action vs. Legislation. By Smith..
Monopoly, or How Labor is Robbed. By
Willlam Morris...........................
The Emancipation of Society from Govern-
ment. By Dallan Doyle......... .......
Mating or Marrying, Which? A Lesson
from History. The Problem of Crimi-
nality. By W. H.VanOrnum...........

8 8 RE888 888 & 883

Essays on the Bocir]l Problem. By Henry

Socfal Democracy {u Germany, By
G. Landauer....... ......................
Boclal Conditions and Character. By
CIreland.”. .. ..o
When Love is Liberty and Nature Law.. ..
For Love and Money. By Leighton Pagan.
My Centurv Plant. By Lois Waisbrooker
A treatise on the sex problem. Ctoth,..., 100
Helen Harlow’s Vow. By L. Waisbrooker 25
Hilda's Home. By Rosa Graul. Cloth §1.
PRDEFOOTOL. it b iR it e e s 50
Wherefore Investigating Company, regn-
lar price 50c, but while present supply
lasts “they go at”... .........
The Proletarian Revolt, a History of the
Paris Commune 1871. By G. B Benham. 25

538 8 8 (B

Mother of P A weekly
advocate of Aparchism. Price 50 cents per
year. Address: Discontent, Lake Bay, Wasa,

Lucifer, the Light-Bearer Weekly eight
pages, §1 per year. This paper gives lighton
the Bex Q 1 Humanity's g need.
For Banple copies write to M, Harmap, 57
Carro!l ave. Chicago, 111

A PHYSICIAN
<= #{QUSE.

A NEW
Family Medical Work.
IT 1S THE BEST MEDICAL BOOK FOR

BY
= DR. J. H. GREER.

It hae 16 colored platee showing
different parts of the human
body.

This book is up todate in every particular.
[t will gave you doctor bills. It tells you how
to cure yourself by simple and harmless
Home remedies. The book recommends Ne
Polisonous or Dangerous Drugs. It teaches
simple Common Sense Methods 1n accordance
with Nature’s laws, Itdoes mot endorse dan-
gerous experiments with the surgeon’s Knife
It teaches how to save Health and Life by safe
methods, It s entirely free from technical
rubbish. It teaches Prevention -that it is
better to know how to 'ive and Avold disease
than to take any medicine as a cure.

It teaches how Typhoid and other Fevers
can be both Prevented and Cared It gives
the best known treatment for La Grippe,
Diphtueria,Uatarrh,Consumptiou & ppendicites
and every other disease. This bock {8 Netan
Advertinement and hax No Medieine to sell.
It wlis you how to live that you may Proloag
life. It Oppeoses medical fads of all kinds and
makes urcompromising War on Vaccination
and the use of anti-toxine. Ithas hundreds of
excellent recipes for the cure of the warious
diseases. The chapter on Painless Midwifery
is worth its weight in Gold to women. It has
a large number of valuable {llustrations. The
“Care of Children’ is something every mother
ought te read. It teaches the value >f Aflr
Sunshine and Water &s medicines. This
book cannot iail to please you. If you are
looking for Health by the safest and easiest
means, do not Delay Getting The Book.

This book is printed in clear type on
good hook paper, beautifully bound in
cloth with gol(ﬁ:ttem. It has 800 Octa-
VO pages.

PRICE $2.75.

Send Orders Te FREE SOCETY
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