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HERDISM.

He’s & hero, who can stand

In solitary ways
~Fronting with a courage grand

Uneventlul days,

Living on when hope is gone;

Bravely tolling all alone;

Doing what must needs be done
With no thought of praise.

He 's a hero, though his name

And high endeavor o
On the great world’s scroll of fame

Are written never.
In some unsuspected place
With & real herolc grace
Meeting failure face to face

Undaunted ever. .

VicTor E. BOUTHWORTH,

*® & & o o

REVOLUTIONISTS.

Our martyred comrades were revolutionists. They
never denied it and they worked, hoped and died
for it. It was a part of their lives, a religion, in a
sense, and they carried it to that last moment when
Fischer cried, “ This is the bappiest moment of my
life! »., ‘_

Bnti revolutionist is not to be comprehended by
the common mind which thinks as it is told to
think; and he is more than we are wont to believe.
He is pictured as a caricature of rage and rebellion.
He is more likely to tower above our heads, exlm,
thoughtful, courageous, realizing better than we,
the danger, yet patiently, bravely awaiting it. He
is more than a reformer; more than a well-wisher
of humanity. He does not hope—he wills.

He eees a vision of eociety as it should be, thrown
up against the sky of the future, and all his mighty
energies are bent upon making it a reality. The
terrors facing him do not count; the immediate
perils are small compared to centuries of anguish
stretching behind him, and the marvelous possibil-
ities glowing in the future. Compromises, pallia-
tives, peace measures, are but obstacles in the way
of a true adjustment of human relations. He is
standing upon a mountain top,and he knows before
we do what is coming.

He does not love violence and blcodshed; his
great heart is breaking over the sufferings of the
poor; he cannot endure that this shall go on
forever, and in his prophetic brain’ he knows—
&t will not!

But the world does not need such men, it is said.
“A revolutionist is about nine parts crank and one
part criminal,” comes from a very lenient critic;
and he adds, “ Evolution is the silent force at work,
and our impatience, our violence, our unhappiness
over sad conditions do not hasten or retard the
general progress. Why not make the best of things
and 8o add to the stock of happiness by being happy
ourselves?

But evolution ie made up of growth and sudden
changes, and painful births, and deaths of the old.
It is not all gentle unfoldment in the warm, sleepy
sunshine. Pain and struggle and irresistible energy
are elements in evolution. The destroyer is a part
of the process of up-building, and we need not
fear it.

“Whate'ex of good the old time had
Is living still.”
That fiercely, despersately, earnest soul who is ready
to die that the truth may be uncovered from the
weight of thousands of years, is a necessary factor
indevelopment. We dread his disturbing influence;
80 do we dread the furious storm which elears and
‘purifies the air, but it must come.
It is not inus all to be revolutionists. Many “of

us.are not made of that stuff which can rire above
the prese~t, troublous danger and live and die for a
coming gi ry. We have not that terrible courage
which demands justice thoygh the heavens fall. It
is not necessary, perhaps. Planners and builders
are wanted; cheery souls who can conserve the
possibilities of happiness until all can enjoy them,
sweet natures who will live beaut#ully, as we all

sible in imagination to exceed the fact as you know
in actual life, as found under government profess-
ing to exist to ensure peace, order, and stability.
Making concessions as to human nature not being
perfect, still, is it possible to conceive of a society
held together by voluntary associations alone giving
rise to such social misery, disorder and violence as
we see existing right along as the direct outcome of

“IWiBn to do sometimes, and who will preserve the

ideal. The art of living must not be forgotten
while we are struggling for the opportunities to
learn it; the poetsy of ‘life must be cherished by
some one, while others are fighting for a place fog it.

It is not easy to make happiness, to keep bright
and cheery and brave under conditions which tend
to kill this spirit; and they too, are heroic who can
always do this. But let them never belittle the
grand, great natures who can do what is also essen-
tial, and which they cannot do.

The world worships its suctessful fighters, and
questions little why they fought. The slain and
vanqaished are reviled rebels, though their cause
‘was the noblest; one lauded victor must have
climbed over the bodies of many martyrs—and they
are forgotten. Our comrades are as yet among the
vanquished; it depends on ue to rescue their names
from obloquy, and to keep bright the cause for
which they died. The love of life was strong in
their young, ardent natures, yet they shrank not
from the sacrifice. Their devotion was an inevitable
part of evolution; quiet work, endurance, patience,
hopefulness, the simple living of those principles we
love, are also necessary. But—ah, lét us never for-
get the men who could rise to heights we perhaps
never could, or blame them for being the lofty souls
they were. The martyrs of the race have been its
saviors, Lizzie M. HoLMES.
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THE NAYY,
There has never been wanting, in this country, a
fair sprinkling of clear-beaded people who have
opposed any attempt to increase the army, and
their opposition has been based upon the recognition
of the fact that a standing army is at all times a
menace t6 such freedom as we have. It has been
“patriotic,” though, to look with quite other views
upon any proposed increase of the navy. People
have said (and everyone was disposed to say so last
year), that the navy, not being a land force, could
not be used to endanger the liberty of the country,
and that a career in the navy did not afford any
opportunity to acquire political influence such as
has been used by successful soldiers with the well-
known evil results. Will any rational person say 80
now, after all this insane outburst of Jingo patrio-
tism over the official sea-pirate Dewey? Is it not
clear that the mischievous career of Grant can be
paralleled by Dewey by way of the navy, just as
easily as Grant “got there” by way of the army?
The successful admiral of Venice fastened as
much odious tyranny upon the republic as the most
successful soldier ever dreamed of attempting. Any
standing governmental force is a menace to free-
dom, whether army, navy or police, for the reason
that all such officialism is simply another name for
“vpportunity” backed by force in ppposition to a
vast herd of units legally and purpogely deprived of
means of self-defense. Any form of s nding official-
ism is & menace to freedom, and inf ead of promo-
ting order promotes disorder. I

the action of government? Human imperfection,
outgide of governmental influence, gives rise to a
perceptible amount of disorder, death and misery,
but with the advance in the education of the race,
all that tends to and does diminish. But it is pre-
cisely the opposite with the disorder, death and con-
fusion that arise through a government in its oper-
ation upon those it governs and quarrels with. The
horrors, disorder, slaughter and bloodshed caused
directly by government, in its wars, have always
exceeded the similar evils that arise in any given
society through the imperfections of the individual,
and the indirect evils of it were frightful to think of,
though not perceived by many as yet. And yet with
all the advance in civilization this governmentally
created evil continues to increase instead of dimin-
ishing. The wars and their attendant miseries are
on a much vaster scale; no sooner is one war ended
than governments begin another somewhere else;
they go to the end of the earth to carry them on.

The evils arising from “crime” may be fairly con-
stant, as conditions now are, but they are driblets,
drops in an ocean, mere retail business, with a sure
tendency to diminish as their causes are known
and removed by industrial and associated efforts.
But the evils incidental to government, also con-
stant, are certainly on the increase, and government
is organized and equipped with a vast machinery at
its command absolutely and deliberately planned
for the perpetration of all these horrors on an enor-
mous scale and with cold-blooded foresight, after
the manner of a wholesale business as compared
with a retail one. Only to the slow and constant
growth of intelligence in society at large is the im-
provement of society to be attributed; and that has
taken place in spite of government, in opposition
to government; it has been possible because society,
voluntary association and mutual aid, are good in
themselves. On the contrary, the application of
this greater intelligence to governmental methods
hag been a failure, has made confusion worse con-
founded, has vastly inereased the secale of corruption,
disasters and miseries of war, has failed to solve any
social problems, has perpetuated social evils, has-
failed in every direction except that of giving in-
creused power zud wealth to & larger horde of hungry
offiicials;—all this because government is in itself
an evil, an abuse,

Get rid of the navy,—it is only one of the longa
reaching arms of tyranny. We are safer with it at
the bottom of the sea. C. B. CoopPEr.

e & & & o

When thirteen years ago a small bomb was thrown
on the Chicago Haymarket in defense against an ap-
proaching invasive horde of drunken murderous blood-
houndg of capitalism, killing instantly one policeman,
fatally wounding six others and more or less seriously
injuring about sixty more, the exploiters of the world
with all their oppressor-henchmen cried aloud for ven-
geance and the word * dynamite” was carried from
mouth to moath as the most horrible of horrors.

Today news comes from South Africa that the Eng-
lish have murdered with ‘‘ Iyddite * at Mafeking 1500
Boers who had been defending their homes and liberty
—but no one cares, for it is all done in the name of

‘““law and order.”—Saa Francisco Tagr,&{uuj’ -
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J. C. Barnes in last issue of Free Society develops

for the propaganda in G:biugo Eapeddly!. thistr

into s fullfiedged Anarchist-Socialist-Greenbacker-Sin-
gle Taxer. In order to complete the circus he but
needs to add to his stock Populism-Democracy-Repub-
licanism; then he would certainly be agood sll around
man and able to please everybody. There’s nothing'

like being a Jack-of-all-trades—and master of none.

Hugh O. Pentecost, the once brilliant exponent of
radicalism has returned to his former trade of preach-
ing and is humbugging his dupes on such questions as|

o o 0

\ ddeat; Aadivitus - = | which is the proper day to worship on—Saturday or ::° used to placard the city with big posters, challeng-
f Sunday—and whether and how God wants to be wor-| -8 noted citizens to debate the social-labor question. -
NOTE AND COMMENT. shiped. The only man of sny note who accepted our publie -

Read the speeches of the martyrs. This is the same Pentecost who once so charmingly %h;fl(:g: then was William Salter, speaker for the

L e B J said: ‘It is just as ratioual to talk about a thimble- S.ltior nu:’:'s‘::“h ‘ﬂmttxg”m ‘;‘:;:

i i bob ; neither h: ing to us.”
K:ep their memory green by continuing their good | abob as ?it;ot:t a go:l‘ neither has any meaning o -t: workinbgemnobly, \nihis owwn”wsy. doring onr'md:k dave
work: = “ieF & commm 0 3
* & @

Let us hope the time may come when the memory
of the Chicago martyrs will be perpetuated in the
‘building of & temple dedicated to the cause of human

emancipation.
® & ©

It takes & good lover to be & good hater. Albert
Parsons loved his family and the cauee to which he
dedicated his life with all the power of his ardent na-
ture; and be hated the capitalistic system and all who
stood for it with an equal intensity.
> e o 0
[ *¢We are the birds of the coming storm!” We may

not make the revolution, but our very existence as
1 our interp of the signs of the
ti.mel, and our warning to the people to be ready for
the storm, make good the worde of Comrade Spies,
* \U} *

The law of retribution is said to be impartial, swift
and certain in its operation. Yet that historial mon-
ster, the Duke Alva, died peacefully at his palace in
Spain ; Grinnell and Schaack enjoyed distinction and
comparative wealth while living, and passed away qui-

“gtly in the midst of their friends, and the cold-blooded
Gary still lives, amid opulent surroundings, and stand-
ing in the estimation of the respectable world in which
he lives. He will also probably die peacefully. Re-
tributive justice is not always sure. w.

e o e

The cattle stalls (voting booths) are up again; we
shall see some mote prosperity. for the whisky and
tobacce vender, some more bloody noses and black
eyes among the rotten politicians—pérhaps another
change of bosses—and labor will resume its old tread-

~ mill

TR T,. s

* ¢ o
President Krueger of the Boer Republic is leading
his troops against the British; that is more than the
leaders of the British dynasty would do and itis more
than President McKinley did. Both of the latter are
too wige to endanger their own ‘‘ precious '’ lives; they
rather send the ignorant mudsills into the fire to per-

ish and bring them laurels.

¢ o o
‘“ Five great powers to prevent England from grab-
bing the South African republics.” What’s the differ-
ence under what flag the South African * republics”
— are? The landlord and the moneylord rule anyhow
£ — — and everywhere; thegovernments of Loth-“‘repablice”
and monarchies protect them, and labor is fleeced and
robbed equally under both. Down with both and all
rule. Let us have a free humanity composed of indi-

VYiduals.

* ¢ o
In London some of the comrades are contemplating
the opening of a cooperative restaurant in which good
meals could be served at low prices. This is gratifying.
Everything helps and no effort is too small to be of
some benefit. San Francisco ought to follow suit.
\ Those interested in the plan are requested to corres-
{ pond with Paul Schramm, 7 Wells St. W., London.

¢ o @

7 b A comrade from Cleveland, Ohio, reports the boy-
|4 - cott there is broken and the great strike practically
i ended. Thus a great deal of means has again been
wasted in this struggle without much effect. Will the
workers ever learn that & strike cannot be successful
.mlﬂ it be general, and then it is not worth while

* ¢ & & =~

REMINISCENCES.
BY WILLIAM AND LIZZIE M. HOLMES.

On the recurrence of this anniversary, the first
memories which present themeelves are sad and hope-
less ones. The dark, sorrowful November day when
the sodden earth lay brown and desolate beneath our
feet, and the dull clouds brooded low over our heads,
while our beloved dead were being put out of sight—
the fatal hour which none of us believed could come,
the awful day in which we moved about benumbed,
which Lucy Parsons and I spent in dark, dirty under-
ground cells locked from each other and stripped by
the minions of the law, back further to the long weeks
and months of strain, anxiety, work and waiting, these
all come to us first. But beyond that, brighter visions
arise and it is a sad pleasure to recall the scenes when
they were with us, full of life, energy, devotion and
delightful comradeship.

Our comrades were peculiarly gifted with social fac-
ulties, and brightened every gathering of which they
were a part. I believe nothing in my life was ever
more enjoyable than the socials and picnics at which
Albert Pareons and his wife, August Spies, Sam Fielden
and other good comrades would gather around a table
and talk. I consider that a good part of my early eco-
nomic education was gained at those places. The men
were usually at their beat; their brightest thoughts
bubbled up as from a fountain and rippled around us,
calling out all that was streag or-goed—os- clever{rom-
the rest of us. Spies was alwaye a little sarcastic, but
80 keen and fine that we enjoyed it even when turned
against us. Parsons was genial, brilliant, ever ready
to adapt himself to the moods and natures of those
present; Fielden, whole-souled, humorous, full of
quaint touches of tenderness, simple uncultured poetry,
and good heartedness. It was a Bohemtian crowd,
without conventionsality, or elegance, but with more
brightness, wisdom and earnest longing for truth than
might be found around any millionaire’s table, where
sparkling wine flowed instead of the more plebei

of the last two years. 1 moved away from the city at
the commencement of the year 1885, but kmow 3
general way that from that time nntil that fatal day
in May the agitation was almost at & white heat.
Daring the years 1883, 1884, and 1885 I was very closely
associated with the active movement, and therefore
with its principal actors. As of the Ameri

Group,; I. W. P. A, I attended all the muﬁm both _
at the hall and in the open air. In those days we
never d an tunity for & “d tration.”

PPV

mense parades were held, and it was a great sight to
see between three and four thousand men and women
marching in orderly pr every p d ted
with red, with fully a hundred plood-red ban held
aloft—one long, moving line of red—and with bands
playing the Marseillaise and other inspiring airs. Par-
sons and Neebe generally acted as marshals of these
parades, and the former’s skill and grace as & horse-
back rider I remember were especially admired. On 32
Thanksgiving Day we held open air meetings on the
market square (not the Haymarket) when Parsons, B
Spies, Fielden and G. 8. Griffen would pour forth
floods of oratory calling the attention of the invited
guests (for we had previously circulated hand bills
among the so called ‘‘ hoboes ”’ inviting them to our
Thanksgiving * feast’’) to their own hungry, ragged, -
homeless condition in comparison to the turkey and
turtle-fet residents of the rich quarters. After the
speeches we would marshal the ragged outcasts into
line, and, several hundred strong would march through
the avenues where the wealthy dwell, so that they
might gaze, from their lnxurious drawing rooms, at &
sample of the misery and poverty wrought by them
through their greed. I would generally act as chair-
man of these meetings, and frequently of the open air
meetings held every Sunday on the lake front. My
voice was not strong enougb, nor had I the capscity
otherwise, to make telling speeches in the open air.
* * @

1 think one of the most remarkable and exdﬁng
demonstrations we éver held was at the opening of the
magnificent new building dedicated to high-toned
gambling in Chicago; I refer to the Chamber of Com-
merce. On the night of the opening the great hall of
the Board of Trade was filled with the representatives
of the wealth, beauty and fashion of the city. A few
blocks away, at the market equare was gathered a _
motley crowd of radicals, tramps and curiosity seekers.
I think I never knew Parsons and Fielden so eloquent
a8 on that night. From the salt barrels near the river
wuebonees they poured forth a torrent of invective,

beer.

Albert Parsons could quell a mob with his voice and
his presence, meet in mental combat a room full of
college bred preachers, make plain the truths of An-
archism to a hall full of stolid workingmen, and turn
to a social gathering of friends and become its life,
On the evening of November 29, 1885, Wm. Holmes and
myself gave & little party on the occasion of ofir imaf-
riage. I shall never forget how full of wit, animation
and aelightfnl resources Parsons was that evening.
He made us forget ourselves; even the two or three
friends who were not in sympathy with our views who
were present, forgot that Albert Parsons was to them
a curiosity and Lucy Parsons a startling innovation,
and really enjoyed themselves.

During the course of the evening, Wm. Holmes
thought it a good joke on me to pretend that he was
very badly intoxicated; being a great deal of an actor,
he carried out the idea with wonderful realism, so
much so that I began to feel badly. I remember so
well, how quickly Albert Parsons caught my thoughts
and sprang to my side to comfort and re-assure me,
saying lie would take care of him, that I should not
let it worry me one bit; it was only the occasion that
wae to blame for it that it was not serious in the least.
Then he proceeded to ‘“take care of Wm. Holmes’’ and
get him proparly sobered up; by that time Will him-

Ml‘ﬁwpdtry cents more or a reduction of
: lllnh 8 csse fundsmental issues,

self thought the joke had gone far enough and sobered
up to the point. at least which the rest of us were
“at.” L. M. H,

-

* & &

to_1885 inclusive were active years'

high-toned gamblers in the necessities of life were well

t and app After the speeches we got the
crowd into line, and headed by two of our women
carrying red and black flags, we somberly marched to
the brilliantly lighted building where the festivities
.were at their height. When within a square of the
building we were confronted by two rows of armed and
uniformed policemen, stretching across the street from
building to huilding, who disputed our further. punge e
We then hed to her street and pted to
reach the building from a different direction, again to
find the way blocked by a grim double-line cordon ot
police. From four different directi we
to reach the temple of mammon, and each tuneimmd
our way disputed by the officers of the law. Those

Sy

guarded that night. At the last stopping place Neebe
stepped to the front and shouted ‘“‘Men, make ready!”’
The moment was intense. Many of us expected the
next instant to be mixed up in & fearful fight, but after
& short and hurried council it was decided that the
time had not yet come for bloodshed, and we hed
back to the Arbeiter-Zeitung office, where Fielden and
others harrangued-the crowd on the street from the
second story windows. It was principally for this that
Neebe received his sentence of fifteen years in Joliet
penitentiary. I have often’wondered what must have
been the feelings of the gay throng in the Chamber of
Oommree building that memorable night.
* & »

Another eventful occasion, although of & d.ufumt
character, was Comrade Spies’ address before the Con- ~
gregational ministere of Chicago. An invitation M/




i ___.__revolutionists sod martyrs. I love Yo think of them

as they appeared when free, and were full of enthusi- ‘amusements Were
flict which be looked upon as inevitable. For Fischer
was a revolutionist, and his most ardent hope was
that he might take an active part in the great struggle
Even his personal needs
were sacrificed to hie enthusiasm for the Cause. Al-
though receiviLg good wages as foreman of the Arbeiter-
Zeitung composing room, he yet lived amid the poorest
sarroundings, and begrudged every cent needed for
bome comforts. Possessed of & powerful physique,
great vitality and love of life, with the tenderest affec-
tion for his wife and pretty children, young, ardent,
with s wonderfully analytical brain and mental abili-
ties above the averages an, he yet deemed it a glorious
ege to sacrifice hi life for the cause which he
We all admired

Shel _ until the next morning, when if the reports of the day

b take part in the conflict, -, Meantime we talked, not of

= I felt that it would have been almost sacrilege for me

<3 ‘hurt, he would treat us to some of the most comical

== a slight acquaintance, aseured me that Chicago was
477 T glveady 0 YHGTThIOUS Oi-revotutions ~ihat-the “*red character_shone out the completest. He was like a
strong granite wall. Neither the ‘brtitality of “Ligper-
secutors nor the pleading of hie friends moved him in
the slightest degree. He scorned every overture for
capitulation or compromise. He disdained the services
of intercessor and priest. Liberty or death! this was
his shibboleth, and no influence could prevail to shake
him. His calmness during the long months of his im-
prisonment, and his quiet enthusiasm for the death
that awaited him when his fate became certain were
marvelous. His whole character was revealed in that
last terrific moment, when, with hisinward gaze already
fixed npon efernity he exclaimed from ont the fulness
of his heart, *“THis is the happiest momentof my life!”
We may never look upon bis like agsin,

* o &

ot declared the social revelution had begun, and but for

.
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‘been sent by the

_ “tothe number of twenty or more. Ve were courteously
"' ent. After getting through some routine work the
phdmnmdtwﬂnmnﬁnshdmﬂeé
: mﬂnl;!wadlnnuimeith.odﬂ question, and in-

_ groduced Comrade Bpies.” The latter made a fine

;- addn though I ber I thought at the time

. that it was too brueque, his eriticiem of the class to
 which our hosts belonged being eep cially severe.
When he had finished one minister after another arose,

> pouring the hottest kind of shot in our direction, and
plying Spies with questione. It was an exciting time.

My brain fairly burned with the seething thoughts to
which<I longed to give utterance, and I even felt re-

sentful at the timé that Spies was taking all the time

and giving me no chance to get the floor. It was om

this occasion that Spies, when twitted by one of the

fi- . _ shellowbrained ministers present with trying to create
s revolution, gave utterance to that famious sentence, |
“We are the birds of the coming storm!” 1 can see
him now as he thundered forth those prophetic words,
= ~ his form drawn to its fullest height, his arm extended,
hie handsome face aglow with enthusiasm and pride.

After that sentence I thought no more of speaking,

and when at the close of the two hours’ session one of

the ministers apologiz~d for overlooking me 1 hastened

> to assure them all that I would not then have it other-
wise for the world. In the enth of the t

to attempt to address them. I was quite satiefied to

let well enough alone. w. H.
e e e N
For two years I accompanied Alb. and Lucy Parsons
to the ings of the Inter 1, every Wednesd

evening and Sunday afternoon. These walks and talks
are among the pleasantest memories of my life. ‘Albert
Parsons was & great caricaturist. When he thought
his words wouid not reach sny party whom it might

«take offa” I ever heard. He could tell a good story
or laugh at a good joke. Withal he was always deli-
cate and gentlemanly, and was careful not to hurt the
feelings of those present, or even to shock their preju-
dices unless with a serious purpose of doing them some

1t is well to bring up the lighter and brighter mem-
. ories of our comrades now and then, or we will leave
to the coming generations the idea that they were only

sam and & sort of cheerful but serious determination.
I never remember them as I saw them the last time.
I will not, unless I need the picture to inspire we; I
Jike best to recall them as they were in their best days,
as I present them to you today. L. M. H,

¢ & @

Distinet and vivid in my memory are the incidents
of the 5th of May, 1886. The morning papers report-
ing the Haymarket meeting and the hurling of the
fatal bomb; the early appearance of Comrade Parsons
and his sccount of the tragedy of the night before.
And then the dreadful uncertainty and the feverish
excitement caused by rumors in the village.

About eleven o’clock in the morning I went
down town. All kinds of rumors were floating about.
The telegraph operator at the depot, with whom 1 had

devile”” had destroyed several public buildings and
sacked private residences; that troops had been called
out and fully & hundred persons killed. I mingled
with the crowds on the principal streets c. we village,
and wes everywhere met with dark, suspicious looks
and muttered curses. Some people with whom I had
been on terms of intimacy crossed the street to avoid
meeting me. I could not, would not believe the alleged
3 reports of riot in Chicago; nevertheless I told Comrade
Parsons what 1 had heard. He became greatly excited ;

my earnest pleading would have set off immediately
for Chieago. It was finally agreed that we would wait

were corroborated by the newspapers or if no Chicago
papers came to hand we would both go to the city and

the future, for there seemed such a brief futare for us,

- iter, hoWe.
J X es by this rol v
~ narket for the

people had
Chicago was
Ll mob:’

Fisch:

than ever, and ugly gl
main street showed the temper of the people. The |arose into wondrous mood where he had little in
operator gravely assured me that the great city was in | ommon with the ordinary affairs of society, and he
a frenzy of
buildings, including the
had been blown up with dypamite; that h
been slaughtered in street fights, and that
practically powerlegs in the hande of the rades, and the varying phases of the movement of
ot what to think or do. To this which each of them was an active part. The eighteen

excitement and alarm ; that several public | preferred to_be left there. Yet he was as truly brave
post-office and court house and composed as were the others.
undreds of

1 knew i
day I have never learned whether these reports were A
actually received by the operator or hatched in his | Chicage were crowded with incidents which would be
fertile brain. ‘WhateveFtheir origin they were given of more than passing interest to the readers of Free
out to all the people of Geneva as true, and were be- Society, but which lack of space will not at present ad-
1 dared not tell Comrade mit of narration. Neither Lizzie nor I knew the bright,
Varsons what 1 had-heard-—He was already chafing at handsome boy, Lingg, prior to his arrest, but during
what he termed his ** cowardice ”’ in remaining in & the many months awaiting trial and re-hearing of the
y while the greatest of mod- | case we got to know him well, and to greatly admire
but & few miles distant. I|him. Even his surly jailors spoke of him and of his
told him that there had been no additional particulars; conduct in terms of the highest praise. Eogel I had
that all as yetgras doul
Again, toward eveni
get no denial of the earlier reports. 1 was 80

lieved by most of them.

purchased the Chicago
cooler judgment confirm

die, He|him one or two

: : 5 . >
ministers through their secretary for movement which had become, at least to him, the best | not have seen anyone. When I saw him sod gave
o Anarchists to meet them.|part.of hia lifa and for which he expected to

from the outaide world, he

t at me,

tobe ied ; he looked up,

iasm |

; representative
. - Parsons was out of the city, and Spies gent for me to ‘was all enthusiasm, all expect!
i " apcompany him. We found the ministers sseembled | fired me, although my better j
the morrow would reveal a very
received and introduced to the leading ministers pres- affairs from what he anticipated.
Immedistely after the dinner hour I again went to reached him. Fischer could remain in 8 natural con-
thicker | dition and truthfully declare that it was the happiest
d on the

and his P P
u::lgment told me that | He seemed like a person who had shat ogt'all the pos-
different state of | eibilities of life, and sounds from the straggle only dis-

the telegraph office. Startling rumors were

turbed him. He was alone, and I'doubt if any of us

t of his life; Parsons’ nature was such that he’

place of safety and securit
ern conflicts was going on

little affairs in the village.
aged mother who was with me and who I feared would .
make it very hard for me to go, but she was a eoldier’s sociation of which there were then several in the
daughter, snd in turn surprised me by her calmness | City- w. H.
and fortitnde. Perhaps she realized, as I seemed toin
a vagup sort of way, that the next day would bring
no parting or rushing into danger.
The next morning; 88 early ae theycould be had, I
papers and there found my
ed. Lizzie and our comrades
had been arrested, and parties were already frantically
searching for our fugitive. )
* & o

when I

bt and uncertainty.
ng, I went for news, but could a well known character at our numerous public meet-

#rattled” | ings, where she used to distribute literatare. Parsons,

that I did not even think it necessary to settle up my Fielden and Spies were members of the American
I talked calmly to my | Group of the International. The others were salso

< t
er's character seems to have been but listle ples of this, for

at

L. M. He
LR B J
A great deal more might be written about our com-

the of their impri t in Cook County jail at

met many times, and his daugh Mary had b

of the same ag-

ted with revol y.g

P
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AN OLD JOKER.

One Louis James, of Hillsdale, N. J., who ornaments
his name, or thinks he does, by prefixing a “Rev.,” in
2 *“special”’ sermon to the Order of United Workmen
the other day let loose the following piece of sophistry :
«(apital and labor rily go along together.
They are component parts of & complete whole. These

wo beautiful yachts, Shamrock add Columbis, are
pital had to have the skill of the

pravil
loved far better than all else beside.
and loved the mau prior to his arrest; but it was after
he was enmeshed in the toils of the law that his strong

even
isc§ is unt. he was one of those rare sonls who tower | /. .4c3 the capital to ensble them to do their part.”
so tiiajesticaily sbove his follows ss virtually to belong . mhe listle joker that this skypilot carefully hid from
to another sphere. His whole being was 8o bound up
in the movement that he was literally a part of it.
His days weré passed in labor so that be might bave| i oo the capitalist and the laborer. Capi %

3 A . pital is the
money to spend for the Cause ; his nights in agitating, | ;pi1q of labor and, if justice were had, would never

EE: pﬁ':cip"l part out of the laborer’s hands, but by the hokus-pokus
_the great con-

his

The

for oppressed humanity.

planning, working for its success.

W. He

workingmen to produce them and the workingmen

his hearers consists in the fact that there is no conten-
tion whatsoever between capital and labor, but be-

-profite, interests, rents aud taxes, backed by
the mb-tb}iel government, this labor-produced capital
has beensrobbed from-the laborer and is now in the
hands of a lot of loafers who style themselves capital-
ists. Now, translated into plain Eaglish this sky-
pilot’s sermon would read thus: ** The capitalists who
had robbed the laborers of the resuait of their labor,
in spite of all the capital they had robbed them
out of, needed the skill of the workingmen to prodace
them (the Shamrock and the Columbia), for robbers
do not know how to do anything bat rob, hence must
have others to do labor for them, and the workingmen,
after being robbed of the outcome of their labor—the
capital—and the means to produce anything with, nat-
urally needed the capitalists who had robbed them out
of these means and had to humble themselves before
their robbers to get some of these robbed means loaned
to enable them to do their part, that is to prodace
more out of which to be further robbed.”

proposition in its proper light, let him study this over
a8 many times as he has his useless bible; and if he
ie insincere, let him continue humbugging the people
by his legitimate profeseion of skypiloting instead of
mixing up with political economy which is out of his
sphere. 8.D
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YOICE FROM THE PAST.
COMRBRADE PARSON’S LETTER FROM WAUKESHA, Wis.
The following letter, written to me by Comrade
Parsons from his place of concealment at Waukeshs,
Wisconsin, on May 22, 1886, has never been pub-

1 last saw Parsons on Wednesday before the fatal lished. It was of necessity forgarded to me in the

Mot 3

Fridsy. 1 beliove few were allowed to see him after- | 208t secret and roundabout-way, as & close espio-
ward. His wife did not, and only his connsel and one nage had already been placed on all my mail, and
and it was impossible to tell what the morrow would|or two newspapermen, were admitted. I have some- |it is safe to say that scarcely & letter mailed or re-

bring forth; but we talked of the past,and of the!times thought thst if he had_ had his way he would 'ceived by me for several months while in Ganeva

Wt

- s o

" If this skypilot 18 réally W00 ighoTant to ses this plain

e
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Sl _passed toitsdestination unopened by the suthorities:

: eommunies—
tion is a true friend and most worthy comrade.  He is
comfortably situated, and I have received all necessary
- % - —aid-from him. - Heeomes-from mé to talk with-yeu
*  and Lizsie M. about our persecuted comrades, the glori-

ous cause, and especially to let my noble wife know

- that T am well, and foll of hope.

" Be careful and let no one know where I am. Keep

it from"my wife and friends: It is not necessary that
they know anything more than that I am well in
every respect.

What a howl of rage is going up from the wounded
Property Beast! What sl ricke of despair and cries
for blood! This is music to all who strive for liberty.
The Property Beast is in the last days of its power, its
) bloodthirstiness, its cruelty. Private capital with its
pack of bloodhounds—the police and militia—will ere
long be powerless in the presence of an aroused and

fearless people. As for the Haymarkel tragedy—not
" upon our hands ie their guilty blood. They fell ignobly,
striving to suppress free speech and to emother the
manifestations of the dircontent of enslaved and op-
pressed labor. From the echo of that Tuesday night
the tyrants of earth may take warning that the reign
__of brute force and bloody violence is nearing its end
all over the world.
Our imprisoned comrades, do they bear up well nnder
their new burden? Poor Fielden, is his wound dan-
~ gerous?  And how are his wife and child? I knowour
comradee will divide the last crust with them. Augnst
Bpies, nature’s nobleman ; he will with Fielden prove
& match more than equal to all the lies and arts of
liberty’s foes.
: The trial will prove abortive. Myself and comrades
" held for riot and murder by the Coroner’s jury cannot
be justly convicted. The Grand Jury in turning Schwab
loose proclaim the faleehood of the charge that we were
guilty of comspiracy to produce a conflict that night,
The testimony of the reporter, English, before the
Grand Jury as to what I eaid disproves it; Schwab’s
abeence, as well as the presence, unarmed, of myself,
my wife, and my two children. As for inciting to riot,
well, if what I said has moved the people to resist the
oppreesions and throw off the yoke of the capitalist
loafers and labor robbers, then I would be happy even
in & prison cell to await the dawn of the day when
emancipated Labor woull proclaim and eet me free.
Those fellows who claim the earth as their private
property are themselves on trial for grand larceny and
wholesale murder of the people. Let them beware of
the verdict! I have no fear of the speedy victory.

Now comrade, what is your advice? Shall I put my-
‘#€il into the bands of the blcodhounds? Shall 1 etand
trial? Confer with Lucy E. and Lizzie M. and other
comrades. I am ready now as ever to do my best in
the cause against the foul system that keepf labor in
bondage to capital. Talk with the bearer of this nofe
freely. Write me the program, if you have any, and
believe me a8 ever yours for the Social Revolution.

ALBERT R. PaRBONS.
T “F. 8. “This letrer was intended to be delivered to
you in person, a8 the party was going to Chicago; but
a change of program has caused the letter to be mailed
to you.
My present eeclusion is perfect. Iam resting and I
.. need it. My health was never better. I, in common
iy ‘Mevery Anarchist, abhor the strife and conflict of
evil men ariging from arbitrary power and brute force
resulting from statute law. The etatute laws and the
written constitution are a foul usurpation of the natu-
e erm % s e 23} }a%0; 8 _nsnrpation which deprives mankind of its
peace and liberty by conferring privileges upon the
few. Obedience to the lawe of man is treason to the
natural law. But the question now is, where can I do
most to proclaim this vital trunth? The decision once
made I will not hesitate:

The papers say that I am in Pennsylvania, Missouri,
Florida, and Cuba. This is in keeping with the capi-
1Yoty talist witnesses before the Grand Jury; they are busy
R - one day deunying the testimony of the day before. I

see the capitalist papere are abusing and elandering

Mrs. Parsons in a shameless manner. What does this

mean? It shows that this woman is a power whom

her traducers fear. They hate because they fear. Keep
cool. By no means get excited. Be calm. Be wise.

Can’t a reduced size of the Alarm be printed? It would
: do great good. Thisjs seed time. The harvest is near.
We are sowers now, but'we will reap very soon. The
K. of L. and the Trades’ Unions are being forced to
proclaim Socialism. Wait. Wait.

-

S G FRER sgczn'rv. ;
it is unnecessary. - I have not suffered or wanted for |
Lanything. Iamdoing well Letno
‘one, no, not anyone know where I am. Be cheerful.
Love to all. Hand the enclosed letter to Mrg. Parsons
Hin person.— It is the first word she has received from-
me and it contains matters of importance. ALBERT.
Here we have revealed many of the characteristics
of our comrade; sentiments welling from the depths
of his great heart.- Courage, hope, love of family
and friends, hatred of oppression; readiness to do
and die for the cause which had become so dear to
him, ‘Ww. HOLMES.
e ¢ o o o

" POLITICS.

In an election cartoon published in a democratic
paper of this city, the pictures of Abrabam Lincoln
and James D. Phelan (caadidate for mayor) appear
alongside of each other with the following words:
“Which will the sensible voter listen to: They (re-
publicans) ask you to read the record of Abraha
Lincoln and vote fox Horace Davis (republican can-
didate for mayor); we (democrats) ask you to read
the record of James D. Phelan and vote for James
D: Phelana-~ -~ Lo—mim oo

Whatever act@or remarks of Lincoln the repub-
licans bad referred to it is pretty safe to guardntee
they did not mention the most impartant words that
ever escaped his lips, viz : “No min is good enough
to rale another.” * The gentlemen of the republican
party could certainly not have referred to that, for
it would be the death of their party and every other.

But Phelan’s picture is accompanied by a trans-
parency with the following inscription: “Good Gov-
ernment—Just Taxation—Honest Administration
—Equal Opportunities—Public Improvements,” all
of which is clap-trap.

Government means subjugation, coercion, the
rule of physical force—a principle that is contrary
to the epirit of the Declaration of Independence
which makes “all men born fiee and equal” and to
the progressive spirit of the age which unmistake-
ably declares in favor of the principle of voluntary-
ism_and attraction rather than the ‘barbarous epirit
of compulsion.

“Good Government” is about as rational as a good
poison, a good conflagration, a good tidal wave, all
of which are simply elements of desolation and de-
struction and not of construction.

““Just Taxation” {8 a Coniradiction. The robber

holding up bis victim upon the highway might as
well speak of a “just robbery.” There certainly is
Do justice in burdening the people with the pay-
ment of enormous amounts of money for the sup-
port of a lot of loafing officials.

“Honest Administration” is a farce. Govern-
ments are based upon violence-and dishonesty and
must breed hishonesty.

The phrase “Equal Opportunities” under the co-

sult to injury. There can be no opportunity for
equality under government; the only opportunity
is to do the government’s bidding or be clubbed, im-
prisoned, shot, hanged or annihilated in some way.

“Public Improvements” are out of the question
where a horde of hungry officials are swallowing up
what Tittle the Iandlord and the moneylord have left
after going through the people’s pockets by the vil-
lainous system of rent and interest which is backed
by government.

The only way James D. Phelan or any other poli-
tician or political party can pave the way to public
improvements would be to abolish themselves and
leave the people attend to their own business. 8.D.
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REVOLUTION---RESISTANCE.

In an editorial on ‘“S8ocislism and *Anarchism,”
which recently appeared in the New York Journal
the writer who is evidently & very fairly inclined per-
son, falls into a common error. H- classes Anarchists

existence of government simply means adding in- g

A revolutionist, according to the Standard dictionasy

radical and usually sudden change, whether peaceful or
[violent, a8 in-gevernmental or-social conditions;-or the

of character or ideas.” Italics are mine, and are to
prove that, as the word ‘‘ usually ” shows, revolutions
are not necessarily sudden as according to the miscona
ception of many people, and that they are neither
necessarily violent, as the words * peaceful or”” show.
The essential part of & revolution consists not in the
methods employed in ite accomplishment, but rather
in the principle, in the fact of its accomplishment, a8
is shown in the concluding part of the definition: ‘‘a
total change, as of character or ideas.”” It will therefore
be readily perceived that any one who desires or works
for “a total change, as of character or ideas” of ‘society
is & revolutionist, and that the radicals who by the
writer of the editorial in question are characterized as
represented by Most as well as those by Tucker are rev-
olutionists alike, for all schools and shades of A h
iaté"as well as Socialists aspire to a ** total change ”’ of
social conditions. It is in fact this feature only, namely
the fact of their being revolutionists, or more correctly
speaking abolitionists, that distinguishes them from
the * reformer ”’ who only aims at partial changes and
modifications of existing conditions.

Nor, it may be stated in this connection, are the so-
called ‘“peaceable’” Anarchists opposed in principle to
violent methods of accomplishment. Benjamin R.
Tacker himself in treating this question somewhere
in Liberty admitted that he opposed the use of physical
force not on the grounds of principle, which he recog-
nizes as being just, but on the grounds of expediency
alone.

Upon the grounds of principle, Tucker admits, the
employment of physical force is justifiable by Anarch-
ists and Socialists because they are on the line of de-
fenee; repelling invasion.  The upholders of present
conditions are invaders of the principle of liberty—
equality of opportunities—and the repulsion of an in-
vader is & matter of self-preservation which is the first
law of nature. The guestion only is what methods are
most practicable, wost effective in the repulsion of or
resistance to such invadere, & question of mere expe-
diency, and upon this point revolutionists are divided
into three scheels, namelyi-active resistants, passive
resi and non-r The distinction our
friend, the Journal editor wished to make should have
been made on this line, and such classification would
have brought Most among the active and Tucker
among the passive resistants. S. D.
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. ERRATA.

A bad mistake occurred in the last issue of Free
Soeiety through haste and oversight. In 8. D.’s foot-
note to J. C. Barnes’ article ‘“ Mouey an Uunnecessary
Evil” the word * monopoly ”” was omitted; it should
have occurred in the fourth line of the sentence which
should read: ** . . . rent and interest are the effects
of lani and money monopoly,” etc., ete.
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For Pittsburg, Pa.

The eleventh anniversary will becelebrated Nov. 11,
p. m., at 510 Wylie Ave., John Most being the
speaker of the evening. Admission 10 cents.

For St. Louis, Mo.

The 11th anniversary of the legal murder of the Chi-
cago labor martyrs, will be held at Druide Hall, Ninth
& Market Sts., Saturday, November 18. ~English
oration by Voltairine de Cleyre, and German by John
| Most. _Admiesion, 10 cents. _All friends of labor are
cordially invited.

For <Chicago.

VorrateiNe pE Crevee will deliver the following
lectures:

Sunday, November 12, 2 p. m. For the Social
Sei Club of Chi Hall 918, Masonic Temple,
cor. State & Randolph Sts. Subject, ‘‘ Expansion to
Bursting.”

Monday, November 13, 8 p. m. For the Hull House,
cor. Halsted & Polk Sts. Subject, ‘ The Poetry of
Reform.”

Tuesday, November 14, 8 p. m. For the Chicago
Commons, 140 North Union St., two doors East of
;I{!wtukee Ave. Subject, ““ The Evils of Impersonal

ule.

Friday, November 17, 8 p. m. For the Single Tax
Club, Handel Hall, 40 East Randolph 8t. Subject.
*“A Comparison of the English and American R idical
Movements.”

into two kinds, namely: ‘ the revolutionary, violent
Anarchists, represented by John Most, and the peace-
able, philosophical A hists, who work for & condi-
tion that may exist 1,000 years heuce, represented by

could write you?jncb more, my dear comrade, but
£

Benjamin R. Tucker, of New York.”

Jaues F. MortoN, Jr. will pay a visit to Chi

| where te will remain from Novemoer 30 till Ducember
28. All thuse desiring him to lectare for them in Chi-

¢ago and vicimty darnng his #tav, will please commu-

ni ate with C. Piue zner, 467 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

s *one.wbo-favoss or takes-part in & revointiony"and—
8 revolation, according te the same dictionary is “a

means by which it is accomplished; a total change, as'




