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PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

O. Lord, from thy exalted perch,
Inform us by what rule
The state—=a dev!l In the church—
Becomes a saint in school?
—Whittick.
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THE GENERAL STRIKE IN NOWHERE.

(This articie appeared in & Hollandish paper, **De Friji Social-
ist"’ (The Free Boclalist) just when the coronation of the Queen
took place in Amsterdam,)

Once apon a time, away back in the past and in a

country that lay hidden from the rest of the busy |
world, great preparations for a eplendid celebration

were made because a young girl, gorgeously arraigned
in gilks and jewels, was to be crowned queen of this
country. To add splendor to and increase the impor-
tance of this memorable event all the great dignitaries
of the realm were commanded to assemble in high
state at the capital where the coronation was to take

Onee more the dangar was past.

In the meantime like
capital.
night asked their bossee an increase in wages aod a
decrease in working houre. Unanimously the journey-
men had decided to stop work unless their request was
granted. The bosses were at their wits’ ends. Large
contracte for delivery of bread, coupled with high fines
for non-fulfillment, had been signed. Nowhere could
help be procured at this late hour, as everywhere the
werkers took like steps. The journeymen emphasized
their demands by etating: “Yon masters want to
make money at thiz occasion ﬂ)‘ working us harder
than before, hut we are not foolieh enough to allow
you to make al! the protits and us to have all the work.

had started in the
journeymen bakers had the previous

troubles

?Besides, now is a good time to follow your example

place, so that the many sightseers who had come fiom |

all the four parts of the world might be impressed
with the greatness and riches of the country and
spread its renown in their far away homes.

Then the workers of this country took secret council
and eaid: This is all very fine and nice, but at this
time we, too, ought to reap our harvest and likewise
give the great lords and their dames a lesson which
would imprese upon them the fact that it is the work-

ers who accomplish everything and that without our |

aid notbing can be done.
What they did to effect this was all secretly ar-

——__ranged, so that the masters cou!d not take counter

.

measures and frustrate their plans. The workers had
learned at least that to herald their intention and
boast of it generally brought defeat.

On a Monday the queen with her retinue was to
leave her country palace for the capital. And every-
thing was ready. The coaches drove up to the grand
portal; but while the drivers and mounted escorts
were awaiting the appearance of the queen they left

and take advantage of favorable conditions. No con
| cession, no work.”’

The bosses were compelled to give in.

While this peaceful and effective strike was being
fought and won in the bakeriee, the hack and cardriv.
erse made their demands. ‘'Listen,” they said to the
hack owners and streetcar directorg, ‘‘yon have de-
cided to double fares, and for that matter you are right
in seizing a favorable chance tu make money, but we
want our share and if S do not get a rise in wages we
will not drive”

Great was the consternation among the hack owners
and the streetcar directorzs! What stepe should be
taken to prevent a stoppage of travel at ench a time as

(this? But there wae nothing else to be Jdone except

granting to their employes their demands, for well
had time been chosen to force this increase.

In the gas factories there aleo was a lively time: the
workere made their demands and threatened to leave
the city in darkuness if they were not granted. Now
can one imagine a city celebrating a coronation in
darknees! That certainly would not do. Other work-

| ere were not to be got, the strikers having guarded

| too were granted.

their geats and diemounted from their horses, saying

to the officers in charge ‘‘We won’t drive nor ride to
the station nnless we receive a rise in our wages. Ouar
pay is so small that we are compelled to live in hovels
and our families suffer the cruel pangs of poverty,
while we clothed in this splendid uniform appear well
off and as not knowing what want and suffering is.”

This newe quickly reached the Grand Master of Cer-
emonies, the Chief Equerry and the other dignitaries.
Then there wase surprise, consternation and confusion.
What would the queen say if she heard this! And
what would be the fate of the dignitaries? Such a
calamity certainly must be averted, and after a huried
consultation the strikers were informed that their de-
mands were granted. But their leader then spoke and
said: “‘Thie is all very fine, but with promises we are
not satisfied, we have been too often cheated. What
we now want is pay in advance.”” And this oo wag
granted. The danger wae now passed and the mayni-
ficent pageant could start without the qneen having
noticed that anvthing was wroug.

To the station it moved, accompanied by the plau-
dits of admiring strangers. The train, gay with flags
and bunting. stood ready to pull out. But here too at
the last moment consternation reigned among the offi-
cialg, for the engineer and fireman declured that nnlese
they received a Ligh rise in their wages the engine
would not etart up. In vain the Minister of Railioads
argued and in vain tried the expedient of reserve men
—they too refused, eaying they would not go back on
their comrades.

What was to be done? Good council was searce,
any moment the cozches could drive up, and the idea
to have to tell the queen that there was no train ready
was preposterous.

themselves against ecabs. Qnickly the demands here

T Compliance was a virtue forced by
necessity.

And worse was still in store for the masters and offi-
cials. Listen and wonder! The police patrolmen
had unanimously refused to keep order in the streets
unlese their pay was aleo raised. The inspectors
brought this alarming news the chief of police and the
police commissioners. They stormed, they raved, they
disarranged their pretty uniforms and swore ae only
such high dignitaries can swear. A chief of police
without a police force and the queen holding trinmph-
ant entry into her capital! Thunder and l'ightning and

! But the mutinous patrolmen for once re-
fused to be ecared hy the wrath of their chief, and
that method failing nothing wae left but to grant the
increase.

Quickly this got abroad, the zood news travelling
with the speed of lightning to all places where workers
were wearily dradging for a pittance. Fnecuraged
by this succere of their comrades, all to:l-rs made de-
mande for better conditions—uand gained them. For
once the proletariang felt their power; for they
realized that all they needed to see jnatice done to
them was unity of purpoge and action at the right mo-
ment.

and that the dignitaries in spite of all their assnwmed

onee

The workers realized that they prodnced all

greatness were helpless withont them,

e & o o e

0DDS AND ENDS.

Fhere has been no progress exceptin the individaal,
The race never progresses as a race. Among a nation,
one individual stronger than the rest feels the prompt-
ing of freedom und makes the attempt to gain that
freedomn. The attempt may ead in death, but it has
accomplished eome good; for another seeing that at-
tempt is encouraged to make an effort and he being

Under stress of such circumstances the demands stronger, or circumstances being more favorable to

were conceded (o and the railroad directors signed an

| bim, i8 successful; hie example may be followed by

It may be a group ef individuals, but by close observa-
tion yon will find that one individual makes the great-
est effort and heare most of the responsibility, While
to some it is natural to take the lead, it is just as nat-
ural for others to follow, each taking the line of least
resirtance.

* ~ *

Just now the government is taking the line of least
resistance “‘ontil after election.” * Report of rough
riders sufferings in Cuba iz pigeon holed until after
election.  Why? Well, it would be quite embarrass-
ing for Roosevelt to ““stump the state,” as he is now
doing, if he were not *‘iu’* with the administration—
the Alger part of it at least. and so the report is snp-
preseed. Compare the reports given before to investi-
gating committee and their method of suppression

; with the trial of Zola and note the similarity. As
soon as any damagiog testimony ie given, they find
some excuse for etopping right there, and not investi-
gating any further.

. . .

And so Sargeon Tabor is ““diemissed!” You know
what he did.  When a suffering soldier already help-
less begged to be sent to the hospital, Tabor brutally
rebuffed him, shortly after the soldier was found dead,
and {or this act of inhumanity Tabor is “‘diemiesed !’

+ ¢ ¢

Some thne, perhaps, the United States will be as
France is today, i. e.,in an upheaval over the attempt-
ed revieion of the Dreyfus cuse. The people are
aroused aud their actions call to mind the days of the
Comuune. The French are so mercurial that they
are as eaelly aroused to joy asto hate. Yesterday
frantic for Dreyfus’ banichment, today wild for his
acquittal. The people of the U'nited States are not so
easily “‘switched off ” and once let them become con-

| 8eious of their wrongs, let them understand the cause
|of the wrong and know that the power of redress is in
‘their own hands, then Look ouvT.

. & @

This question of freedom is a very complex one with
the negroes and whites pitted against each other in the
south. The Indians demanding their righte it bids
fair to become a race war. The oppressed against the
oppreseor. What will be the ontcome of all thie? Let
ue hope that from all this secthing ferment good will
come.  And yet with all thie trouble the government
18 hunting more and will get it, too, when the Philli-
pines, (‘'uba and Porto Rico are annexed.

¢« o o

I cee that the the I'eacock miners have been starved
into suiinission; thongh well organized and though
they have made a hard fight ¢hey have given up and
signed an agreement to make no complaint except
throngh the boss and 10 never again join a Union.

The approaching winter, the refusal of the colmpany's
stores to trast them compelled then

They

cenits lesy than

work for 3155 a hinndred, that beirn

4 before the

they re @ strike, and so ends an eight
moatl’s tight.  Failure for the cmplove, victury for

the empioyer.

A8 & result of the experivients “in the interests of

science’” by the legalizad butchers several |ves have
been sacrificcd in Vienna and the United <tates is
gerionely menaced with the bubonic plagne,  [1 re-
minds one of the ancient Tsraelitish king who had a
digsease of the feet and “songht not th Lord but the
phyeicians” and note the resalt “and Asa slept with
hig fathers.'"  Not wvery mneli progress in all these

Old Mother Nature is |
Huethure, Tenn.,

VERrs, you see.

e Yest M. D,

Nervie M. JeravLp,

© These notes have been crowded out for severa! weeks. 4. 1.
¢ ¢ o o o

By the way, T have jutt read an outline of Rie
marck’s will. The ertate is valued at 20,000,007
| It was sworn to by Biemarck in life at 3,00

A + 7 on t!
sgreement to pay heavy damages should their manager | others and so step by step the coveted goal ia reached | nd from the way he bronght on 1l

*~harge the engineer and fireman.

| and yet it is done by individual effo~ * Vividuals,

| sian war, that ewearing is quite F
land Independent. \
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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The financial report of 1897 of the United Miue
Workers' Union of Pittsburg is an iWresting item and
says more ggaingt the labor fakirs than the argu-
mente of the Anarchists wnd Sccialists combined.
Here it is condensged:

.
Per capita tax and levy .. §2,000.00
Tneome from other sources in h“ puab-
lic donations for the sirikers o 2
Spent for campe

Office expensce and ealaries

Balance on hand 3
Thus we see hy the fakirs” own statement that $10
040.27 was absorbed by the fakirs and only 3 -’»1 4
went to support the hungry men. No wonder the la-
bor leaders ciamor for *‘a strong organization.”
¢« & &

If a note like the following, taken from the Clarion
of London, should appear in an American Socialist
paper, the editor wpuld be considered a criminal by
Mr. De Leom:

Kropotkin, the weil-known Armn-hist philosopher,
contributes to the “‘Humanite Nouvelle” a learned
essay on ‘‘Mutnal Aid in Mediival Society.” His

purpose is to show how artieans in the middle ages
n.anaged to do without either State protection or gov-
ernment intervention of any kind, and

nevertheless, in uniting and organizing i

the first

place to ineure their own existerces, and in the second |

to withstand feudal oppression then begnning to
spread. Kropotkin also points ont that by means of
association latent aptitudes were bronght to light
which would otherwise have remained nnused by the
community, whereas, on the contrary, art in nearly
all its branches has seldom in any other aze prospered
a8 well asin medwval time. Kropotkin's essay iv in-
structive reading.

. e e

Lie New York wetropol:s ie planning a new zoniog- !

ical garden in Bronx Park  *The monkevs wil

a £40 000 honse .

deep and extending more than the length of a city |

block. and also a great swimming pool for the polars;
the sea-lions wiil have a lake half as larpe as City Hall
Park, with a beantiful icland and cliffs, with fountaine
playing about its surface and colored electric lights
beneath the surface of the water, Then there will be
a reptile house, tropical scenery and foliage for alliga-
tors, great tiving caves for hirde, warming and cooling
apparatus t) muke thie seasons comfortable,”” and the
public is a~sured tnhat ““life will be one long, glad holi-
m.ale in‘the Bronx Park Zoo.” In short,
the arimals wiil be well honaed and well-fed and the
men and women who create al! the luxury and beauti-
ful eceneries for the rich to enjoy can starve and suf-
ferin the midst of plenty. When will the laborers
awaken anl annihilate those who keep them in sub-
jection?

day to the am

o o e

There ie hope and coneolation, Lowever. (iompers
hae visited the White [Houee and hoth “presidents”
agreed that eomething ought to be done for American
labor. But I apprehend these ‘‘gentlemen’ are for-
getful and that the workingmen will be compelled to
belp themselves by aboliehing these otlicers and ex-
propriating land and machinery.

ANARCHISM, THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY.

Nineteen centuries of Churchianity has resulted in
crughing the good and developing the woret featuree
and in humanity, so that now the chief aim
and motive of life is to obtain money. The Church
and State have decreed that it shall not be possible to
live in civilized society (deceptive term. without mon-
ey, this being made (hie prime necessity of life; and,
to add to the iniquity, the money is made of the met-
als most ditlicult to obtain. The first command that
Church and State—whose hearte are stone, write with

iron1—is, Laborers ghall in the sweat of their
obtain gold or silver before they shall
~ second is, We, Church Dignitaries

* o &

desires

succeeded, |

the hears will have eight pita 70 feet |

and State Officials, will thus be able to live on the | really valceless, being out of use, its accumulation has

aweat of others, been at the expense of the life-blood of millions raked

Therefore thie Churches uphold the metal standard |in by means of superstitions taught the ignorant
of values instead of exposing the wickedness of the | by priest-craft. St. Peters, St. Pauls aund all other
scheme whose gole purpose is to rob Labor; this and Cliuarches are monuments of robbed Labor. Money

| nothing else canses the poverty and misery of those | was the device by which Labor was cajoled out of his

who produce all wealth. Parsons know that this un- ' products. KINGHORN-JONES.
natural standard enables them to live in lnxury, while |
thev produce nothing but saperstition, professiog to
inetruct the people as to the future state: whereas the
concentrated knowledge of al! the priests in the world! The French revolution began the demolition of &
does not exceed that of an idiot witl regard to his |tyrannical frameworkof law. Let Americans continue
next evolutionary existence. ' the work of demolition and be more thorough about it.

No evstem more degrading can be imagined than i Anarchy is a good thing so push it alopg It is nearly
one in which an honest man—sail to he the noblest | time to be springing some new sensation on a slumber-
work of one of the gods—anxiou= to duv even more than | ing world. Fither in form of great deeds or lively
his ehare of the work of the world, if without money, | words. It takes a little of both to keep the ball aroll-
ig an outcast; but aman so dishonest that he never ing. The ostracised papers of this country ought to
did, or ever do, anything that benefits humanity, | follow the pace set by the English papers and make
if he has millions, is courted, Jauded, worshipped as a |the sparks fly. They have a limited circulation any-
god, but so it is—what a standard! Money is now |way and that only amongst the fervid followers.
also the standard of happinese, encouraging hopes that | Fresh interest might be awakened in the sabject if
are never fulfilled. This is illustrated daily by those |[they were not so extremely mild and luckewarm in
who possese millions craving for billions; but the four | their utterances. None but the million a day papers
mijllion trampe without a dollar are prevented by the ! dare to speak rampantly. Americans are perforce and
same cance from enjoying the reasonable amount of | preeminently a nation of lawbreakers. Against
happiness that every rman, woman and child is enti-  thrones and dynasties they have always been the en-
tled to in a country of such vast natural wealth as|fant terrible. But therise of a class of millionaires has
America. | developed a truckling spirit. Our country now fur-

The only vue value is nse; delightiully simple, a  nishes some of the finest and richest Bucking-Ham
beautiful corollaryto, ““the trath shall make you free.” | machines on record. May their tribe increase as his
This was the mission of Zoroaster 1000 B. C.), Con- llhglmesa goes on.
fucine (551 B. C.), Buddha ‘43 B. (. and (‘hnnl and | Luigi Luccheni, the exterminator of one of the flow-
is th e miseion of the Anarchists. (ers of the royal family. the queen of Austria, states the

The parasitical, h\pm ritical, conceited yuides to the | pian of procedure very aptly when he writes thusly,
far away and unkrown heavens, “‘who devour widow’ e\ ‘Above all it is the great who must be struck. Not
houses and for pretence make long prayvers,” have |only sovereigns and their ministers will be reached by
made the word Christian a synonym for bigotry, frand ithe comrades, but all who make men miserable on
and The naturil honesty of the large majority |earth.” He says he committed the deed in order that
of the toilers has compelled them to abandon all |such crimes, following one upon the other, might
{cause all who impoverieh the populace to tremble and
ehiver in their shoes.

How shall we plant our ideas? Those most greatly
to be benefited by the dissemination of Anarchistic
ideas are too poor to obtain our literature—too busy
to read or study what ig even given to them. A fortu-
pate thing it is for the cauee of liberty that human
rofit sin their text book, such ae.  nature is such an unaccountable thing that the germs
“the land rot be sold”” and “‘money is the root of revolutionary ideas are nearly always originated in
of all evil,” ar- ignored. It is childigh to say isis the the minde of the well-to-do clags. Somewhat para-
'ove of money that is the root of all evil, for seli-pres- | doxical, perhiaps, but nevertheless true as is shown in
crvation is the firet Jaw of pature, and Church and a multitude oi cases at home and abroad.

State have made money a necessity of life. Those  There will always be men enough to support the
who say Uncle Samuel has plenty of land which any- government, never fear. Men and women enough to
one can have for the taking up, know that the would- support the church, never fear, as well as warlike
be user must have money to enable him to hunt for measures. But those of ug who disbelieve these things
vacant government land, and then have more with should not hesitate to throw a wet blanket over the
which to pay the land office fees, and still more to buy | whole business. We should dam them up and dam
tools, eeeds, stock, etc. The present society cancer them down.

can only be remnoved by Anarchy. Sacerdotalism is  As to strikes, do not give up your faith in a well-
plaved out—ireedon cannot exist under it. Now for planned strike. Strike when the iron ishot and where
true freedow—Anarchy and the millenniurn. The it will do the most good and be felt the sharpest.
world is tired of empty forme and ceremoniee. also of Hannaism and Algerism ought to be proof enough to
fabies too absurd for children to believe: even the impecunious Republicans who have seen better days,
threut, ‘swallow them whole or be damned.” does not that our United States government is nearly as rotten
now render them digestible. as some of the European dynasties.

Hooley, the promoter and god of the English nobles It is all by suggestion that people are under the in-
—who gold the mselves to him for a few thousand dol- ' tluence of the present regime. It muost be suggested
lare—pregented a gold communion service to *t. Paul’s | that they make a grand change. No wonder the law-
cathedral. It ie said that the first time the body and | brokers endeavor fostifle Anarchistic methods of inter-
blood of Christ (a smile ig permiesible here were preting the laws of right and wrong. Let us ponder
served in these vesgels, which cost the flesl and blood the (uestion deeply, what can we suggest that will
of I cause the multitude to reviee their old time servility
and to some Yankee tiick. For instance, a
lightning eradicator of government of man by man.
Anparchy and Christianity ought to join forces but in-
stead of that they do the split in a very undignified
manner. Even were it possible good people have little
reason for desiring to stamp out Anarchy. It ie the
only true antidote for wickedness, which may be a
piece of news to those who have always associated An-
archy with bomb-shells and dynamite. However
deplorable the ugly fanatical spirit may be, it is a
mighty good lever to move things by. It furnishes
leaders with the comforting assurance of a strong aod
tenacious backing. Holy ghosts. holy water, and other
holy tlim-flams are very handy tools for the clergy to
ply their vocation with. Mothe:s you should teach
your infants de I’Anarchy instead of de le dieu, and
then you may have the unquestioned liberty to wear
bloomers if you choose orgo to the polls and cast your

* 6 & & o

A LIST OF SUGGESTIONS.

wreed.

churehes. and as the number of such increases, so the
Lope for A man who is fooled by
the ballot-trick, or who allows himsel{ to be guided t
a priest cannot be free.

Churehism, or up-to-date christianity o all intents
and purposes commercialism. DParson, choir, deacons,
sextor, and congregation uphold rent, interest and |

freedon. increasea,

the beet lessorn

shail

or, the choir =aug
Hoolev! ' Hooley'!
Lord God Almighty—
The archbishop of Canterbury and his eatrap the bish-
op of London knew that robbed Labor was the price of
this gift: all ecclesiastice must know that living on
the life-blood of others would be termed cannibalism
among savages, and forsooth they profess the greatest
refinement of manners.

Anarchy s true Christiapity as taught "by the man
who eaid “‘and ve shall know the truth and the truth
shall wake you free.”’  Anarchiets object to rent, in-
terest and protit, and hope once more to attain the
ideal life of “having all things in common,” like the
believers in Jernealism. The term Anarchist does not
now frighten thoughtiu] seekers afier better condi-
it is however most appalling to those on the side
of anti christ.

What a lesson can be drawn from the unkn wn and

Hooley ! resort

i doubt'ess incredible wealth buried in the vatican, 'little ballot in the slot.

i
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The percentage of women in private jailsis very
large. Many of them are married and their darling
hubbies gerve as jailors for them. (eorgecan have a
change of dishee whenever he wishes, but Geitie must
not get her skirts dirtie by taking mixed drinks on the
Q.Q.T. Christians are .a dishonest people for the
following reasons: They will permit no public discus
gion or debate with unbelievers. ThLelrs is a science
full of glaring absurdities, but believe you must with-
out any ifs or ands. Their system is 80 contrary to
human nattre and human reason that nothing hut
the stronyg arm of the law enables them to sustain and
perpetuate their paganistic delusion. Why do An-
archists object to oligarchies or any %é_kex old gar-
chies? They object by the rule of general principles.
Same as the infidels scoff at theology. Not but there
may be some good features about them but the trouble
is they are soinsignificant that they are lost sight of
while considering items of more vitai importance.
Christianity 18 responsible for much wickedness, and
hypocrisy in particular. Liguor drinking is denounced
28 something heinous and straightway the apparently
decent church member drink® his toddy on the ely— |
the sly dog. Sexual intercourse without a license ig '
strictly against the law. So the Sundayschool teacher
with a few qualms of conscience regorts to the whore- |
house to gratify his or her appetite for incarnation
pinks, missing links, etc.

The low-born gentleman who a short time ago etuck
a sharp instrument into the soft and tender tleeh of a,
high-born lady, expresses himeelf as.follows:
fact that I murdered the empress should cause no
surprise, for I am ao Anarchist. You ought to know
what that means, becauze some of our brothers were
murdered in Chicago. 1 am the Messiah of all suffer-
ers of those who have not, who eat not, and drink not.
It is emphatic and unmistakable. The social condi-
tions have made us what we are, and sociely may try
to remedy onr ilis when we have killed off some of its
pampered favorites. Anyone similarly prominent or
conspicious would have answered just as well as the
empress. Fate put her in my way. [heard she was
here and seized the opportunity to strike a blow that
would be heard around the world.”

The powers of Europe have united to crush out An-

———— arshism - Phe-Anarchizts answer by spreading broad-

. Switzerland shcuted,

cast & manifesto signed by a revolutionary committee.
The police arrested an Italian who was distributing the
manifesto. The prisoner who had just arrived from
when he was seized, ‘‘lLong live
Anarchy ! Death to the king!” Some of the people in
the crowd present at the time of the arrest interiered
with the-pnlice, who made the capture, and hefore the
reckless propagator was placed in durance several
persons got almost as badly handled ae the lamented
empress in the melee and scuflle that followed.

The consecrated body of the defunct queen has been
duly blessed and sprinkled with some holy water 8o
that St. Peter will bide her welcome with ontstretched
arms through the pearly gates of heaven. Peace 10 her
ashes and the ashes of other kings and queens who
may accidently meet with the samne sanguineous fate.
Let those who have access to the printing press put
them to work more effectively. PFrinted words
accomplish a great deal towards what the aristocric
most dread. Guess what that is”

There a'e two clasres for the eii‘or to interest.
Those who arz up in the sciences and those who are
not. Executors as well as directors are quite useful in
a no garchy asz is a garchy, W. S Anes,

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF
FREE SOCIETY.

There are certain parts in Free ~ociety which blister
my eyes when reading them. Theee are the parte de-
voted to the everlasting debates that are gracing the
pages of the journa! at the head of which yon stand.
I am fully aware of the fact that in the early days of
each and every movement there are points which are
not clear even to the persons who assume to have
grasped the theories on which rest the principles that
have become the watchword of that movement and as

. A . S :
the aetive promulgators of which (principles) said per-

sons consider themselves. And further, that owing to
the lack of a literature rich enough to impart informa-
tion on all possible disputable points the airing of cer-
tain subjects becomes now and then a necessity, hence
follows discussion.

“The

! avoidabie concomitant and true sign of the dev e!op-
ment of that movement. [ know that, too. It is not,
discussion I want to see eliminated from the columns !
of Free S y. What fills me often with sorrow is
the trivial character of the subjects that are taken up
as fit for debate and the manner in which the latter is
carried on:

As an illnstration of the former take for instance the
Byington-Loveridge discussgions concerning Talmnud-
istic and purely theological, in the col-|
umne of Free Society’s predecessor—The Firebrand--|
the Addis

debates.*

iore matters
under the eecond bead,
of late the Morrig-James
the ipressor been made that the major
of these debates constitntes what we call in
common partance “idle talk” colored with whatis
termed “‘sophisiry,” inst the resource to which the
upassuming suicide of Central Park, New York Citv,
Arthur Bloch, so rightinlly remonstrated. Al this 1s
due to the fact of some debaters having but half-
digested the new theories. And against the resuit of
this later evil even an cuormous literature on the eut
ject could not guard u=. Our thinking apparatus is 50!
wonde‘ful Iy constructed that into the heads of certain!
of us a given idea wouldn't enter, do what we will, |
and with certain others—as our ripe and experienced |
comrade, Flisee lleclus, is reputed by a reviewer of |
Dr. Zenker's book on “Anarchism” to have responded |
to the latter, when asked for his advice as to what
method to employ in condncting his ‘Zenker’'s) work,
' —the rule obtains: “We see in a thing what we love,
to see.’’ |
This is true not oniy of persons who, like Zenker, |
are not Anarchists but merely impartial, honest stu-|
dents and cpponents of our theories, but even of men
who congider themselves Anarchists. Take for ex-|
ample our iriend . L. James. Despite the author’s
of “‘Anarchist Morality’' clear and plain langnage, so
plain and convincing, indeed, that a normal thinking
would experience no ditficulty
in trying to understand him and finally suec eed in the
attempt, in spite of all this our bookish, but somewhat
metaphysical and still basking in the sunof altruism,-
Comrade James, cannot grasp Kropotkin's grouping!
of facts based on data yathered from natural |

and, as coming
Morriz [s2ak. and
On

me

portion

lad of 15-16 summers

history |
and the logical deductions made by him in favor of the |
theory of Egoism, or selfishiness as the motive of all
actions of man as oppo
altruiste.  In his arti
in Free >ociety, No. 4
quite unable to see that the philosophy of Egoiem, or
does any such thing. It is trfing
Anarchism only because 1t is a

=d to those of

theologians and
‘Our Brand-pew Philosophiy
1 am

, Comrade James says

seeking happiness,
to hang on behind

Weary Willie and Anarchism a decidedly fast coach.”
A very witty and really mirth-provoking senteuce
this' But did Comrade James ever deign to earnestly |

study that little pamphlet “Anarchist Morality,--
wherein Kropotkin has so clearly demonstrated the
theory on which the philosophy of Egoism (seltis

ness rests and how it is linked to Anarchiem? Kro-
potkin opposes the altruistic assertion that *‘ail ac-
tions are dictated by a calculation that they will pro-

duce a larger proportion of pleasure to pain than their

opposites.”: He agrees with James that “all actions
are antomatic to a very considerable extent.” as Jumes
puts it, but still Kropotkin, in my opinion at least,
aucre! n establishin: aad rendering unassailable
the theory of ‘‘selfishness” and in linking it to An-
archismn. But if Comrade James did read “‘Anarchist
Moral ¢ d is nevertheiess still at sea,—then it
must of Kropotkin's thoughts not being
abstrnse enough that certain hrainy men wouiin't un-
derstand hin But in that case why Jdid not Comrade
Jamee rather attack Kropotkin, who to my knowiedge,
was the tirst to introduce the theyrs Fyoism to the
Anarchist Comimuni il in ng tois step he
wouid e had an open tlauk of pages ol printed
matter fuor a target instead of meager four sen-

~hould
was

tences cited from Tak Kak
“ Anarchists
columis oi Free - Lave escaped Comrade lames’
tien, well, tl.en friend Jamea appears in a pe-
ar light, No one
could attack that theory geltishiness) in its connection
with Aparchism withont assailing Kropotkin.

Was it not our Comwrade James who penned these

* Do not misiake me to be ipcapable ot discriminating
between Lne grain awi the chan! e

ropotkin's essay

Moralit

w hich run througl the

Societ

conversant with our literature

~1 assert that appeais to the so-ca.led altruistic motives are

It may also be asserted with some semblance of . msmu-uug only when they iuvite positive conduct.”'—C L

roth tbat as long as the movement will remain a real
ving thing such subjects are boundgto rise as an un-

|

| James, in Free Society, No.%).

1 Aurlbuuﬂ to Tak Kak and an 1
5,

imes. Free soe?
ety.

that

lines:* ‘I began at an article on Anarchiem, and
quickly found that the author knew just enough about
Anarchism to carricature it. I turned to another on
Ingersoll.  The writer knew just enongh about Inger-
soll to carricuture him.”  Well, does not friend Jawmes
attempt to do the same with the theory of- *“selfish-
fFeoism) when he says:* itis a Weary
Willie and Anarchism a decidedly fast coach.” What
can our friend say”? *“Two plus two does not always
make foac?” Or, is it easier to notice the mote in the
other tellow™ eye than the beam in your own?!

In view of all these facts [ question the wisdo.n of
further adhering to the pelicy of protracting theee
the final resnlt of which is
ases the debaters retain each

ness’”

never ending discussions
that in the majority o
his own peculiar standpoint. be it right or wrong.

Or what good can acerue to our movement from the
giving of space to sach productions of the brain as
thosc hurled into our camp (with what view in end
can easily be guessed) by Chas Doering?  Wonldn't
the scanty space of Free Society part of which is now

| being occupied by the debators, be more advanta-

geouely utilized if devoted to the announcement of our
pamphlets and such publications as issued by the
Freedom Group, London? And, by the way, I'll say
of that journal itself, the reading of which will prove
to be of grent assistance to those who are endeavoring
to familiarize themselves more clozely with our theo-
ries.  And then it may help cementing the ties of
closer friendehip with onr Fnglish comrades.

Discussion ia an excellent thing, but too much of
even a good thing may prove hurtfni in the end.

I ehiall not answer any (uestions directed to me as a
pretext for further debates. I have rimply recorded
some of the impressions gained by me.

AN B ASTERNER,

+ See Free Sovicty, No 20

L 2

JUST A QUESTION.

Wihat is it we imagine with, the mind or the body?
It may he becanse I am sostnpid, but | always sap-

LR

| posed it was an attribute of mind, that of imagining;

S D.admitted all that mental scien-
one of

and if so, has not
tiste claim in the two instances that he givee,
which killed and the othier cured?

I do not care to Jdircuss the various things he names
ag the i Any paper
that i tighting for freedons @ there is cnough elee to
write But 1f thore who do not helieve i any

outgrowth of supernaturalism,

about.

L of these things do not want ta hear alout them, will

I know that some of the
best of our workers do believe in gome ol the thinge
named, and it is not fair fing at them and gives them
no chance to speak back. I believe I am as ready to
do my best as any of you, and o far as a future life is
concerned I am a Spiritnalist.  Not because of what
some one else has said or done, hut trom the proof in
my own personal experience. 1 do not sneer at those
of you who do not believe, at those of you who have
not had that evidence, and why should yon sneer at
e’

Ope thing [ can to o~ I le can
find no Spiritualist who believes in <upernaturalism.
They believe thut all is natural.

they ple let them alone?

4y and that is:

I'ey do not helieve

It is sible to go onteide of nature, but he who un-
derstands all of nature’s laws must be.a very wi.se
man. | ather wonder that 5. Do did not incinde the

telegraph . [ teleplone in his enumeration,

things that

48 soIe
nates are as muach demonstrate { seien-
tific facte ae any other gelence.  Lors Warspioon v

* e 0 e

The imzzards of Cuba are not permiitted 1o he sn
- ertain usetul pur ¢ by feeding ononpodd
m.  Dburing the war ey fed and lullvnml

on the bodies o1 the glain, and go ravenous were they
as to lead to the impression that the =paniarnds had
mutilated the dead but the American soldier: were
not allowed to shioot them.  Now, when the American
soldiers are returning they will not bheallowed to shoot
the creatures whom their politician<appointed to he
ds of the various departinents of their war oftice,
—The Spanisli-American War, by an eve-witness, in
The Saturday Keview, October 5, It

. - - * *
BBufinlo.

Butlalo, N. Y., inl-;rm“
the lucky numbers at the fair were 155, 1), |
2,470 and 40s.

The comrade has volunteered to undertake '
agreeable taek of collecting subecriptions
ety, and the readers in arrears are
i ut their home, boardiv
—and time and

1“or
Cemrade Hattie Lang,




* :
man than the oiher.
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1933
The number printed or writlten on
the wiapper of your paper shows that
your subscription has been paid up to
that number.

NOTIGE.

Some friends of Emma Goldman, re-
-cs of her last lectur-

membering thesice
ing tour to the West, have received her
con-eut to make ariangements for lect-
ures gt ntermediate points—the lecturer
to etart from New York the latter part
of next January. Comrades desiring
farther information will write to Emma
Goldman, 70 First =t New York.

It has also been decmed advisable to
start a fund to cover the traveling ex-
penses, and those wishing 1o assal
do eo by eending their
either to the lecturer direct
Society, which will also aknowledge all
contrihutions.

liay
contributions

~ - - -

A GOOD SUGGESTION.

Dear Comrade —I sugygest announcing
in Yree Society, that, since the Earo-
pean anti-Anarchist convention is now
sitting in Rome, all comradeg should
gend it tLeir receipte for getting rid of
Aparchiem and **Aparchist outrages.”
The opportunity of presenting our ideas
where they will be most novel is too
wood o i¢ lost. The convention is ex-
pected 1o remain in session till after
Chrietn a8, g0 we have plenty of time,
but 1 ne to epare.  Address all com-
munication= to Vice Admiral Canevaro,
minis'er of foreign atfairs, Rome, Ttaly.
1 have sent mine already.

let me second Mr. James' advice to
A. 1 . “Concede nuth'ng’’—not even the
truth. 1f your opponent calls a spade a
epade, iusist that it is “simply’’ an im-
plement. When he gays that the imple-
nient ig a epade, he has not only £aid all
vou have eaid, hut more—he hag ex-
plained the kind of implement  But
that is nothing to you; you have said
that it is an implement—stick to it, with-
out ifs, andg, or buts.

When I say that the martyr at the
wtake is there in preference to recanta-
tion, or lying, becanee lie finde greater
happiness (or less pain) in that courge
than in the other, I have not only stated
that bLe “‘finds it more difficult to tell a
lie than to be burned alive,”” but I have
told in what that ditlicalty
Mr. James insistg that one

consiste,
course  1s

Adilicnlt to an honest
I might ask him,

implv'’ more
by way of assertaining the nature of the
ditt 3
tongue would cleave to the roof of his
mouth if he attempied tl

¢, if he thought an honest man’s

e lie, and the

angwer would probably be that, since
Iying is dishonest, none bat a dishonest
person could atte: lie.  Ntill, the

difficulty is not a one, like a

barbed-wire fence: we are stifl in the

dark. The dificulty is simply asserted,
not explained. Here we have a man
acting apparently withoat a motive

Honeety itelf cannot be set up as the
cause of action, for it is the cffect, rather
the name, of acti
call honest, and certain others we call
honest. Why is this man honest?
Why does Lie burn at the stake, rather
than recant and go free? To say that
one conrge is more difficult than the
‘s 10 bey *he whole ouestion, It
b ire1—Is, l““’"r":auae he is

obtain golu
* second 1 hat, sum-
adividr»!

Certain actions we

the course he purenes yives himn the of the conference.

If these reporte are

greatest patisfaction of them that, under| published in the daily papers of the

b i

Ttht TetHY: €8,
taining, and in the case of the wurtyr
onegreat interest overshadows all others
and Le finds his greatest satisfaction in
living or dying by it.

lour heing are determined

!Plal qnaiities, by education and *inviron-

! o that hone

iment,
along with all other so-calied vices wnd

Uhese desires of

our inher-

ty aned dishonesty.

I virtues, are dependent upoti the prepoin
| derance of desires in this or that liae,,
jconpled with the nppdﬁm:lle-s for its
satis
being the creatur:
trol.

Desire, then, is not of our choive or
‘eecking, lut is horne to us upoun the
wings of every «hangiog circumstance.

ction, and over which the will,
of desire, :a% no con-

tcation of the degires svith which we find
lour heing invetesd ; and the gratification
iof desire ig happiness, actual or compar- ‘
iﬁti\'l% J.o HLML

- - - —

TO THE HAPPINESS-SEEKER.

[ wish eome happiness-seeker wonld
show how his philosophy explains the
following three cases: °

1. Assincere christian, who believes
that at death he will pase at oncetoa

be highly to hie interest to have done
his duty on earth, comes to a peint where
doing hie duty involves a risk of cudden
death  He shrinks back and does not
do it—he is “'too big a coward.”

2. A sicere materialist, who ig sure
that toere isno life after death, is tor-
ured other circum-
| stances are also painfol, and he finde
| that living is more painfal than not liv-
[ing.
; but ebrinks back and does not do it—he
|

with cancer: his

He gete a pietol to shoot himsell,

!is “too big a coward.’
i 3. A sincere materialist, whose life ig
|a happy <ne and who heartily enjoye
!nml appreciates life, finds that the cause
‘101 Anarchism cau be advanced by doing
| something in which he issure tobe killed
at once. He does it and dies.

How can it be made out that these

apabie of al- world, the conierence will prove to be a

¢giod propaganda meeting after all, and
this fac: will disarm those Anarchiste
who clafmed that the act of Lnecheni
was of no avall.

ENTIRELY FALSE.

s It is net true that the in-
Machine power
-y i ihie enterpriee
a¢ never had money

ventar of tiwe

* Spent’

vearg ago.”’

to epend and lose since he was robbed of
got hurt. This is
move engrested by hie
a dresemaker. 1 think
ws s about right: O, F.
in those who have not the

his wheat header and
an entirely new
danghter who i
Kinghorn-J.
a8 0o faith

or to Free! What we really do reek, is the gratifi- zold, and if he can do nothing only to

hinder ottiere, [ think he had better
keep quiet. Lots WAISEROOKER.
e - ——
The Letter-IBox,

M. s, Redwoud, Calif.—Thanks for
flattering compliments and kind wiehes.
Put you are mistaken: such sentimente
do not exite ns—we rather pity you. Ae
to the “‘unhent justice practiced in
America” we may remind yoa of those
who are eruffering ten and twenty years
imprisonment for stealing a trifle—
hardly enough to pay for a sqnare meal,

life of increazed happiness, where it will and of “Mr."" Flood who stole $160,000

and is now after a short imprisonment
to be pardoned as the daily papers inform
us,  You attempt to steal a meal and
vou will urely land in San Quentin, but
Abner McKinley, the brother of our pre-
sident who. according to the New Time,
hag stolen hnndreds and thousands dar-
ing a few months is considered a‘‘gentle-
man.’’

M. W., Boston, Masgs, —Sent your com-
munication on to Bolton Hall as re-
quested.  You have mis- .cretood the
anthor though, and ¥ ° _pe hie comment
will make the subj.ct clear to vou.

F. 8, Kansas City.—One or two of the
most ably written repliee to 8. D.'s
article ‘‘Superstition’’ will appear, but
should we only publish all those that we
eo far have received we cotild print noth-

| ing elge for eeveral weeke.

RECEIPTS.

|
| Please do not use private checks nor bank

| men aimed at their greatest happinese? | checks if you can avoid it.

| If some one says ' ‘The fact they expected | The salest and most acceptable manxer of re-
|to get most hamrlnees by what t}le_\‘ did, | mitting is by postoffice or express money order.
|

| is proved by the fact that they did it,"" I |

say that he begs the question. If he|
denies this I ack him to tell what heg- |
ging the question is.

Most of us profess to believe in evolu-
tion. I wish some one would explain
" how it is poesible in a world of evolution
for arace of beings to come intoexistence
who should act alwaye with a view to!
their greatest happiness,

How can the

ions of uatural evoluti
character” It

~ternex T Byisorox,

n prodae

£eems to me in-

— — > —

NEWS ITEMS.

Not long dago seven persons cotnmat-
ted ruivide in the city of New York in

one day on accomn® of privaticn.  An in-
dubitable phenomenon of a great na-
tion,’

—There are now six wen in onecell in
tue San Francisco connty jail for mur-

dering their wives and lovers, and one
woman for killing her huasband. Vet
marriage is 4 “'=acred n=titution.”

—The anti-Anarchist eonierence  re-
ceives daily from all parts of the world
manuscripts and printed matter, retting
| forth the Anarchist
rand intentions, and others suggesting
measures against them. The delegafes
 have decided to read all these cOmmni)i-
|catione. even thosze that are anonyren

doetrines, desires

3

{ T524 Avenue 3

Week endicg November 26,

Proceeds from 11 November celebration, St
Louls, Mo , $7.05.

Proceeds [rom Bufi4lo fRir, I

New London and Waterford, group, §i.

Int, Arb. Bund, Elizabeth, N, J., &

“Anti-Colgate.” §2

Ronge, $1

Vosburgh, Breidan, Bauer, Brueldeid,
Lengberg, Audres. Buth, each e

Hahnp

Matre! exin 1

tuformation
I would cal

f this beok, t

Order of Free moclety.

IPrcee Reading IRooms.

o4l S Ashland Ave., cor
Chiecago, 11
Labor Literature
Nowspapers of all
uages,
The Keading Room it open from ¢ a.
m. until 10 p. m. evervdav,
Subscriptions for Free Nociety and all
j other Anarchist papers can be made by
the janitor. )

W. l4th St

of every degcription,
conntries and lan-

Now York City.

BOOK LISI.

In lots of ten or
furnished

*Appesl to the YOUng. By P. Kropotkin, § 05
Anarchist (('m;inm;lsq;. 118 Basts and

Priuciples Kropotkin 05
Expropristion. Br Peter Kropotkin.. 5 05
Avnerchism state sociailtm. By . Ber-

nard Shaw; 3 for e : 02
Social Dumocracy i Germany., By

02
03
05
¥ ¢ Law 10
ifiention. By H. Addis 10
By P. Kropotkin. 05
About arciist Comwrunism.
3 08

¥ Mal A s
The Emancipation of fociety from Govern-
meut. By Daliau Doyle 06
Annrebict Moraiity By Peter Kropotkin
M eptury Plant. By Lois Waisbrooker. 1.00
erefore Investignting Company, regu-
lar price 50c, but whil
lusty ““they go at". .. ...

*The 3cent

riete dock not epply to those
marked withu *

[ree Society Library.

Puablished at 5 cents each.

No. I, ““Law and Authority,” by P.
Kropotkin.

No. 2, “‘A Talk About Anarchist Com-
muniem,” by Enrico Malatesta.

No. 3, “Emancipation of Society from
Government,” by Dallan Doyle.

No. 4, ‘‘Anarchiet Morality” by P.
Kropotkin.

No. 5, ““Mating or Marrying, Which?”?
““A Lesson from History’”” and “The
Problem of Criminality,” by W. H. Van
Ornum.

No. 6, “‘Kssays on the Social Prob-
lem,” by Henry Addis.

No. 7, “The Wage System” and
“‘Revolutionary (rovernment,’” both by
Peter Kropotkin.

No. X, “*‘Anarchism: Ite Philosophy
and Ideal.” by Peter Kropotkin.

IN QUANTITIES,

10 100 1,000
No. I, 30 cents $2.00 $16.50
No: 2, 25 cente 1.76 13.00
No. 3, 25 cents 1.76 13.00
No. 4, 30 cents 2.00 16.50
.5, 25 cente 1.76 13.00
No. & 30 cents 2.00 16.50
No.7. I cents 1.75 13.00
No. 8. 7730 cents 2.00 16.50

WHEREFORE INVEST-
GATING COMPANY.

LOIS WAISBROOKER.
e

An interesting book, written in story
form, showing the inevitable and pad
results which arice from monopoly in
land. A eplendid miseionary book of
313 pages.

““LEND A COPY TO YOUR CONSERVATIVE
NEICHBOR.” '

N& OF THE WORLD CRY
~-THE LAND

This Book is Printed in Large Clear
Tape, and on Good Book Paper.
Regular Price, 50 Cents.

OUR PRICFE. 26 CENTS
IPublic Meetings.

International Workingmen's Association,
meets every We

ctures will be made in English
Kpeakers

Wendell Philitps Educational Club will

1eet every satturdsy 8 1M, at 31 Robinson s8t,,
Providence, K | Pamphlets in English, Ger-
man, Frepch, Jewish aud Ruesian languages
on haud.

The Enternal Libertaire €lub, of 8an Fran-
cisco, meets every saturday evening at 111934
Kearney &, Everybody 18 welcome.

Gremp Proletaciat meets every Friday even-,
ine «M165 Broakway, New York City.




