HUJA’
'lFof)v

BN 2

F‘REE‘. SOCIETY

ENTERER AT SAN FRANCISCO POSTOFFICE AS SECOND-CLASS lM!’tl.

Io Exponent of Avarchis!- Communism

Holog hat Exualy of pportnly alone Costets Lvety mu-mnm“mrmummmunumwmm-n

VOL. VI. NO. 1.

BAN FRANCISCO, CAL, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 18%. Corrnesaty WHOLE NO, 341

AN EPITAPH.

He died, and left the world behind!
His once wild beart is cold!

His once keen eye is quelled and blind!
What more?—His tale is told.

He came, and, baring bis heaven-bright t* ought,
He earned the base world's ban:
And—having vainly lived and taught,
Gave place to a meaner man!
—Bryan W. Proctor.
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WHAT | AM THANKFUL FOR.

About this time of year I am used to thinking
up a few things about which to be thankful; and
in 1899 I find I have a few more things to be thank-
ful for than I had in 1897 and 1898.

First, I am thankful that I am still in the Land
of the Freak and the Home of the Knave.

I am thankful that those *“waves of prosperity”
so numerously plentiful during a McKinley admin-
istration have not thrown me into a reckless sui-
cide’s grave.

Although a resident of Poverty Guleh I still am
thankful for sound money, for I do hear the Bound
of metallic currency once in a while.

I am thankful that the dearly beloved William,
President of the United States and Dictator of the
Isles of the Pacific Ocean, is still in the land of the
living Trust.

I am thankful that Abner McKinley managed to
rake in a pot of money through fraudulent contracts
during the merry Yanko-Spanko war,

1 am thankful that Willie Waldorf Astor prefers
England to this country; and may he have “ good
success” in marrying off his daughter Pauline to a
“ holier-than-thou” lordling of the British aristoc-
racy. 1 am also thankful that he has found him-
self of lordly and noble lineage through a long line
of beautiful Spanish and Moorish Astorgs.

I am thankful that Ted Sloan has become the
jockey of the Prince of Wales; and also in the same
breath that England holds over three billion dollars’
worth of investments in this conntry.

I am thankful that I am one of the 500,000,000
people that yet wear clothes and live under some
kind of a shelter.

I am thankful that the embﬂlmed beef scandal
made Alger take to the woods, vacate his secretary’s
chair and give place to Root.

I am thankful that insane asylums are flourish-
ing and multiplying, while crime, prostitution and
poverty are increasing on every side.

I am glad that I have to pay a tribute to a $50,-
000,000 Biscuit Company for buying and eating a
cracker, that I wear underclothing and socks
bought from a $30,000,000 corporation, that my
shoes are manufactured by the $125,000,000 United
States Leather Company.

I am thankful that if I eat sirloin steak in a Los
Angeles restaurant I pay tribute to a $50,000,000
dressed beef combine. I am thankful that by put-
ting salt on my potatoes I am belping out a pov-
erty-striken $5,000,000 trust, that by eating fish on
Fridays I am able to belp pay th, dividends on
$10,000,000 worth of stock of the American Fisher-
ies Company. I am glad that.in buying linen col-
lars my money helps the struggling $10,000,000
starch trust. Oh, yes, I am psalmfully joyous that
today all the necessaries of life are controlled by
116 trusts; and that after a while the liquid air
trust and the sirship trust may be maneuvering
things so that we cannot even breathe unless we
pay a breathing trust s0 mt much for that proud priv-

ilege.

I am proudly and most righteously glad that I
can still pay rent to a landlord to shelter my head
from the storms of life, profit to an employer to
hire to work for him and interest on debts which
the peculiar conditions of the times have forced
upon me.

I am thankful that wealth is elbowing honest
poverty out of existence, that the snoutling of the
porker is seen on every side, that the demon of ex-
pangion has seized the world, that the spirit of
greed is transforming an earth of beauty into a hell
of hate.

I am thankful that the reverential octopi and
denominatignal _ theological hucksters of the so-
called church of Christ are changed by the waind of
commercialism into priests and priestesses of the
church of the Golden Calf.

I am thankful that the medicine men of the
tribe of Judas must become assassinating druggists,
abortionists, poison fiends, microbe sellers, hirelings
of hell and chiefl masters in the synagogue of His
Grim Satanic Majesty.

I am thankful that the newspapers, yellow jour-
nals, police gazettes, dime novels, erotic and sexual
literature are debauching the minds of the people
and are become as intellectual poisons to the men-
talities of descending weaklings.

I am glad that we live today under the reign of
Commercialism, in which shoddy and sham rule
and honest merit sinke to the bottom of the sea, in
which™ ministars are perean-tting sreedi sad
theological hucksters selling their peculiar religious
doctrines at the highest possible cash price, in
which lawyers sell their brains and worde and anger
for money, in which sensational yellow journalists
spring into being, hired bravos of the pen, stringing
wgether\otds for a living, in which actors and
actresses do not act but exhibi\! Jhemselves as living
pictures of indecency. Thankfulness is indeed
mine that we live in a world where hope and hap-
piness is but & raving maniac’s dream.

I am glad that Aphrodite still raises aloft her
scarlet banner in" the market-places of the world;
that marriage is a nightmare dream and that pro-|
curers and procuresses of discontented beauty roam
up and down the land dressed in the fine feathers
of their hypoeritical tribe. .

I am glad that Bacchus sends men and women
to the devil, while Poverty, Despair and Insanity,
the three Furies of our modern life, send suicide-
ward many a noble man and beautiful woman.

I am thankful that the bombthrower, the aseas-
sin and the pyromaniac now and then throw a
little spice into our life by some dramatic escapade.

I am thankful that in this civilization of com-
mercial cannibalism Millionaire Borden has discov-
ered the utility of the mnaked bodies of living,
breathing babies; and living up to his doctrine of
belief hires hundreds of small boys to work in the
bleaching departments of his New England mills
without a rag upon them, the chemicale bleaching
their skin to a snowy whiteness.

I am thankful and most supremely glad to know
that perhaps after I die impecunious medical stu-
dents may steal my body to sell the skin thereof to
tanners and jewelers, who may make it up into
shoes, belts and card cases for their millionaire
customers. Joux A. Morris,

e & ¢ ¢ o

“Freedom is the one purport, wisely aimed at, or
unwisely, of all man’s strugglings, toilings and suffer-

ings, on this earth.”—Carlyle.

Adolph Fischer,

Adolph Fischer was born in 1800 in Bremen, Ger-
many. At the age of fifteen he came to this country-
and’ Lecame an apprentice of hig brother in Little
Rock, Ark., and learned the printing business. WHa
worked at his trade in differhit Statee, joined the Ger-
man Typographical Union in St. Louis in 1870 and
finally came to Chicago in 1883, where he was engaged
on the Arbeiter-Zeitung, being foreman of the compo-
sing room at the time of his arrest. He lelt & widow
and three children, one girl and two boys.

He had imbibed the principles of Bocialism when a
mere youth, his father having been a man of very pro-.
gressive tendencies. In 1883 he joined the Interna-
pational., He was & revolutionist and one of the most
active members of that organization. He was not at
tire Haymarket when the bomb was thrown. His last
words on N -.ember 11, 1887, on the scaffold, were:
“This is the | .ppiest moment of my li\fe! Hurrah ‘or
Anarchy!"”

Adolph Fischer was tall and angular in form; of .
strong physique and commending appearance; & man

of indomitable will power and unswerving adherence
to principle.

Ouar last issue being cramped for epace we were ob-
liged to omit the biography of August Theodore Vin-
cent Spies whose picture appeared therein. Spies was
born in Central Germany December 10, 1855 and was
consequently thirty two years old when he was hanged.
He had received a good education in & polytechnical
institute in Germany and immigrated at the age of
seventeen. In 1875, when twenty years old, he became
identified with the Workingmen’s Party of Illinois.
In 1877 he joined the Socialist Labor Party, but be-
came disgusted with the Bocialistic program of political
action, and two years later in 1870 he allied himself
with the International Working People's Associstion.
In 1880 he was elected managing editor of the Germau
Anarchist paper Arbeiter-Zeitung at whose helm he

remsined until he was taken off by the monopolistic
murderers.

Physically Comrade Spies was & handsome man, of
medinm height and weight and erect in carriage, and

his sppearance indicated the man of superior intelli-
gence and mental force.

His personal magnetism meay be roalized from the
fact that Nln Vln mdt, tbo niece of the presiding
judgo—Gsry er nncln to the mjr:

lou witb him nnd was married wﬁ; in prison:

Ever green and riverberating will remain his last -
words: ‘“There will come a time when our silence will
be more powerful than the voices you strangle today.”
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T0 COMRADES EVERYWHERE.

Comrade Viroqua Daniels is in need of assistance.
She came down from the mountains a year ago to re-
ceive medical treatment for an obstinate trouble she
has been fighting for nearly twenty years. Under the
able treatment of a dietetic physician she is gradually
improving, and the probabilities are that her health
will be completely restored in a few months. But her
means have given out and she is now obliged to look
to the comrades for assistance.

Those who have closely read the Firebrand and the
earlier issues of I'ree Saciety will recall Comrade Dan-
jels’ able prose and poetry contributions with pleasure.
Her “Declaration of Principles is stirring and beyond
doubt the most radical document issued. Her ailment
mterrupted her work lately, but she will take up her
vigorous pen again as soon as her healtl: is restored.

Comrade Daniels is one of the ablest and most en-
thusiastic workers in the cauee of human emancipation
and her speedy recovery is much to be desifed.

All contributione should be addressed to her at
Peralta, Calif.

Comrade Daniels requests to know the names and
addresses of all comrades contributing so that she may
have an opportunity to repay them as soon as she is
enabled. | AL
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NOTE AND COMMENT.

Twenty men killed at the elections in Kentucky! It
was a fight for “principle”—the principle involved be-
ing which party, the Republican or Democratic, were
to get the spoils of office.

® ¢ O
This Kentucky Kilkenny-cat business would be a

. blessing to huwmanity if the fighters were tho rotten

politicians themselves who perished, but unfortunately
they stay at home and, general-like, send out the igno-
rant horney-handed sons of toil to fight their battles;
the workingman fights and dies for the loafer who
lives and thrives. That is the glory of patriotism.
* ¢

A little incident occurred the hypocritical ministers,
who do the praying for the wholesale butchers, had
not ordered with their christian god: the cruiser
Charleston was lost. It's a blessing to the boodlers
who will now have an excuse to rob the treasury of

another couple of million dollars to fill up the gap, but.

—poor Mr. Mudsill will have to foot the bill; he’s
got muscle enough, even if the brain isn’t properly

Jbalanced.
® & &

What a wholesome effect the hypocritical preachers
have upon the sol’yer boys is evidenced by the “sac
red”” vestments the boys in blue have ‘‘captured” in
the Philippine churches and deposited in the San
Francisco pawnshops.

* & ¢

In France things are boiling again. The Chamber of
Boodlers in Paris is in uproar; for the radicals—the
only honest men there—‘‘threaten the foundation of
society’’ by offering to abolish the French god and the
French murderers’ engine (army) both of which are
indispensable with the peace and tranquility of the
boodlers. The boodlers, of course, are ‘‘society.”

* * -

“Aguinaldo is captured”—by his own brave men

whom he is leading on to repel the loud-mouthed,

bragging invaders the same as'ever. Hm!
® ¢ ¢

rw era is upon us. Whother it be the era that
poets have sung and martyrs bled for, is doubtful, but
certain is that with Pentecost defending god, with Vie-
tor Yarros as editor of a monopolistic newspaper, with
Byington advocating Anarchistic police, courts and
jails; with a lot of Anarchists, among the latest of
whom Henry Cohen is reported, studying and practis-
ing LAW; and with some other new Anarchistic stars
peeping into exist in the def of the ballot—a
new era is moset undoubtedly ushered in. What era?
Well, being just after dinner and in an exceptionally

N

-

good and forgiving mood one can hardly be more lib-
eral than to call it the era of freaks. * ' 8. D.
* & & & o %

KROPOTKIN'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY . .

Kropotkin’s autobiography, published recently in
the Atlantic Monthly, will soon be issued in book form
by tbe same publishing company. This will give all
who are able to spare a small sum the opportunity of
reading a life sketch of one of the most remarkable
men of the 19th century. Not only will the reader feel
the presence of a great and noble character—the man
of the autobiography eo modestly keeps himself in the
background, that his presence is felt rather than seen
—but there will arise before his mental vision a grand
panorama of the great struggle for the principles of
human liberty that took place in Russia during the
’60’s and '70’s. The duplicate of that terrible struggle
may be found in many lands, hut it seems to me that
in no other can be found that devotion to principle,—
the exalted courage, and utter self-abnegation, that is
80 remarkable a feature of the Russian revolutionist.

Kropotkin bas condensed, in & wonderful manner,
in a limited space, sketches of many noted people con-
nected with the radical movement; descriptions of the
scenery about his native birth-place, household cus-
toms, laws, etc.; terrible incidents in the lives of
serfs; stories of prison tortures and executions; his
school days, and glimpses of court life; reviews and
masterly criticisme of the various schools of thought
that are contending for the rights of man, and in place
of the half-way measures that fear of what the people
will do in liberty, which is so characteristic a feature
of many notable reform movements, Kropotkin offers
Anarchy as the only real solution of the questions per-
taining to freedom. This solution was reached only
after the most thorough investigation on his part.

To reach for the truth, to discover factg, is a paseion
with this man. United with these traits is a nature
that overflows in kindness and sympathy for others.
This it was that led him to fling the ambitious dream
of & great scientific career to the winds when confront-
ed with the sufferings of the people. “Of what bene-
fit,”” he asked himself, ‘“is all this knowledge to & peo-
ple who lack bread, who cannot read, and who, in
order to support the class to which I belong, in our
idle quest for knowlédge, merely to gratify our own
gelf- love, must ever remain in this deplorable condi-
tion?”—~And the answer to that question, as well as
the price that was paid for that answer, you will find
in the “Autobiography of & Revolutionist.”

Nothing I have read in many a day, gave so much
pleasure as this pen sketch of Kropotkin, = All the
emotions of which the heart is capable are stirred to
their depths: wrath, tears, smiles. With the most
exalted feelings we vies*the splendid men and women
who stood shoulder to shoulder with the anthor during
those memorable two years prior to his arrest, ‘* when

to live,”” declares Kropotkin, *‘ meant l/i/e in the fullest
senge.”’

With him we feel the gloom of the great prison
made infamous through the noble lives that were
strangled in ite dungeons; with him we follow the
long line of illustrious names, Russia’s glory and Rus-
sia’s eternal disgrace.
‘rom the same place
wag borne to the scaffold the tortured and almost life-
less form of Karakosoff, but his spirit steadfast to the
last. The details of that last scene, as related by an
eye witness, are simply torture to the reader. What
monstrous deeds, what revolting crimes occur in the
name of justice! What thoughts crowd upon Kropot-
kin as the iron Joor in that gloomy dungeon of St.
Peter and St. Paul shuts between him and the sun-
light! Among the names of all those martyrs whose
fate he seemed destined to share, was one, that in the
_hour of his. despair shone like a star of hope, that of
the great Bakounine, who after eight years in that
very prison, emerged with more vigor and energy in
the cause than those outside could show, and so Kro-
potkin summons all his fortitude: *I will not die in
prison; I, too, will conquer,” and so he walks his five
miles a day in that small cell, and, denied for some
time the use of writing ‘material, he composes and
commits to memory long plays. This is very exhaust-
ing, but finally, through the intercession of his friends,
he is allowed to finish his work for the Geographical
Society. Then after long months the cells are filled
with prisoners, and by a system of tapping on the

SRSy

* Fortunately all these people mentioned are so-
called *‘Individualists” or ‘‘Tuckerites,” whose con-
ception of freedonm goes not beyond that of ‘“‘equal

liberty,”” i. e. equal slavery. AL

Here was confined the-poet:
_| Ryluf, hanged back in the "20's.

walls, they communicate with each other. Kropotkin
dil a dear comrade in one of the cells, and this
one tells him of a poor peasant confined in the opposité
ecell, who, being uneducated and used active life,
is ill-fitted to cope with his hard conditions. They
communicate with him and try to encourage him, but
all in vain; the man went slowly mad. “It was a
most terrible experience,” writes Kropotkin, *this °
daily feeling the torture that a fellow being’s mind is
slowly going to decay.”

A.noteworthy incident, showing Kropotkin’s desire
to impart knowledge to others, was his tapping the
history of the Paris Commune to a youthful prisoner
in a neighboning cell. This occupied a whole week.

There is so mnch of interest that I might relate, but
space forbids. But I must tell my readers of Kropot-
kin’s one weakness—it is tea. The cups of tea that
this dear man drinks would astonish you. After his
escape he lande in London. He can read English, he
can write tolerably fair English, but, unfortunate soul,
he cannot speak it worth a cent, and with comic grav-
ity he relates how difficnlt it was to make his landlady
understand that ‘“ instead of a tup of tea—it was many
cups of tea he desired,” and he adds quaintly, “I fear
she thought me a great glutton.””

Among the many sad incidents of Kropotkin’s child-
hood, incidents that were a powerful factor in ghaping
his destiny, we note one in particular. A serf in his
father’s household had been flogged ; at the first oppor-
tunity little Peter crept into the hall, and claspi.ng the
man’s hand covered it with tears of pity. The poor
elave drew his hand coldly away and said in his bitter-
ness, ‘“And you too—when you grow up—will be like
the others?” ‘‘ Never, never,”” sobbed the boy—and
the world knows how nobly the man’s life has fulfilled
the promise of his boyhood.

1f you desire inspiration, if you would inepire others,
read and circulate the ‘‘Autobiography of a Revolu-
tionigt,” you will learn of men and women who have
expended the wealth of their magnificent minds, for
the benefit of humanity, and whose lives are devoted
to the cause of liberty. Sublime are the moral heights
to which Kropotkin and his comrades invite us.

Caplinger Millg, Mo. Kare AusTIN.
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BIRDS VS. HUMAN BEINGS.

“The King’s Daugliters and Sons at Baltimore are
taking action in favor of prohibiting the%wearing of -~
plumes, feathers and birds on hats.” How affection-
ate! What a pity that these Tyrant’s Daughters and
Sons are so oblivious of the fact that there is another
species of beings in existence who are treated much
worse than birds and whose attention is first in order
—their own species—their suffering fellow human be-
ings. The weaging of birds on women’s hats, it is true,
does not indicate a spirit of refinement by any means;
but the birds are-at least dead and beyond pain; their
killing is done suddenly at all events. The millistis of
men, women and children, however; who are worked
year in and year out every day from early morn till
Jate-at night in mines, factories and workshops for a
pittance hardly suflicient to keep their body and soul
together—these poor human wretches unlike the birds
are made to die a death of slow starvation, misery and
agony. And the millione of poor men tramping from
one end of the country tc another in search of employ-
ment they cannot find are obliged to live off the mo-
nopolistic robber’s swills and offals and be kicked and 1
cuffed about and have their manhood crushed out of
them are indeed in a much more pitiable condition
than the birds, but—the religious training of the
Tyrant’s Daughters and Sons was presumably not
looked after with the view of instilling love for their
own species ;—kings don’t love their own species. D.
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THE CHICAGO MARTYRS.

There was an appreciative audience at the Free-
thought meeting, 1133 Mission St., last Sunday
evening.

Chairman R. T. Simpson said the meeting was
devoted to the commemoration of an event which
is far reaching in its influence upon society. Twelve
years ago—on November 11, 1887—five men were
sacrificed upon the altar of prejudice and supersti-
tion for their honest conv:ctlons, for the advocacy of
principles which are to uplift downtrodden human-
ity and for their unswerving allegiance to these
principles. This meeting was to review the tragedy

of the judicial murder of the Chicago Anarchists
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and to judge the judges in that memorable case.
S. Silberberg reviewed the case at length. The
tragedy, he said, grew out of the eight-hour strike
which had been agreed upon for the 1st of May of
1885 throughout the United States. Some trouble
arose at the Chicago McCormick reaper factory
where the strikers hi#d attempted to induce the non-
union workers to desist from working in their places,
The police interfered and killed several persons. To
p;'otest: against these wanton police murders the
_ memorable meeting on the anmnrk'et was called.
‘Fearing trouble mayor Harrison attended the meet-
ing until it was about to disperse #nd in going home
left instructions with the police not to interfere
with the meeting because it was a peaceable gather-
ing. In spite of that the police rushed in ready to
repeat their murderous work of the previous day
when some party, unknown to this day, threw the
bomb which resulted in the killing and wounding
of a few of the uniformed murderers. Being unable
to find the thrower of the missile, yet being anxious
to take revenge the united monopolistic and gov-
ernmental forces concocted a plan to get rid of the
Anarchists by trumping up charges of conspiracy.
By packing the jury, bribing and buying witnesses
and judges and managing the whole case in such a
manner that even the most conservative people,
whose minds were pure and whose hearts were lean-
ing toward righteousness, were shoeked, they sent
five noble lives to death. They had killed some
Anarchist agitators, but they had not killed An-
archism, for the cause of oppiessed and downtrod-
den labor is still erying for an adjustment, and An-
,arhism—the only correct solution of the question—
is making rapid strides. Though five Anarchists
had been murdererd by the law their cause is now
stronger than ever: “the blood of the martyr is the
seed of liberty.”

J. Kirkwood said the strangling of these men by
the law was a most shameless act of injustice. Soci-
ety had a right to defend itself against the encroach-
ments of a lot of loafers in uniforms who threaten
the lives and liberties of peaceful people in the pur-
suit of their happiness.

An old man with snow white hair and beard, al-
most blind and using a cane for his support, now
rose in defense and eulogy of the martyrs. The
whole Haymarket affair, he said, bad been the result
of the existence of the Chicago “Citzens’ Associa-
tion,” a brutal knownothing organization of monop-
olists and their tools whose purpose was to crush
the labor movement which had assumed such large
proportios and had threatened to undermine mon-
opoly. This strike was their opportunity and they
had engineered the case which accounted for the
appearance of the police on the Haymarket in spite
of the contrary orders of the chief magistrate of the
city. The police interference with that meeting
was a plain violation of the constitutional rights of
the people which guaranteed free speech, free press,
and the right to bear arms. When that peaceable
assembly at the Haymarket was disturbed and
threatened by a band of uniformed murderous ruffi-
ans the person who threw the bomb was but mak-
ing use of his constitutional right of self-defense
which was implied in the provision that the people
had a right to bear arms. /

J.T. Kewish said from the standpoint of justice
the act of the authorities in murdering those An-
archists was indefensible, but society is but a slow
growth; it has not yet arrived at the lofty standard
of the Anarchists and in its present infantile men-
tal attitude it thought itg safety endangered, and in
its ignorance thought its act of the destruction of
what it considered a menace to its existence justifi-
able.

W. Eagle thought the hanging of those men was
a shameful disregard of the simplest laws of com-
mon sense; it was a travesty upon justice and an
indelible blot upon the history of the United States.

Dr, Jno Wetzel showed that these men had been
arrested for murder, tried for conspiracy and mur-
dered for treason; such an act was an anomaly in
the world’s legal history; they had advocated the

loftiest principles human beings could aspire to and
had to pay the price of their loyalty with their lives.
It was revolting, but nevertheless it was the course
of the world’s history; truth and justice have a per-
petual struggle with falsehood and injustice, and
the advent of righteousness is a matter of evolution.

J. A. Gillie said with reference to the remarks of
Kewish that what the ignorant part of society felt
iteelf juctified in doing was immaterial; the act of
the authorities in hanging the Anarchists was a
brutal judicial murder.

Chairman Simpson concluded: The question was
not to be considered from the standpoint of ex-
pediency, but from that of principle and simple
justice, and as such the hanging of the Chicago
Anarchists was an unjustifiable coldblooded murder.
The basis of governments has always been brute
force; their existence has no moral justification
and they are therefore obliged to perpetuate them-
selves by physical force. But they will find in the
end that no matter how many men they kill they
eannot kill an idea; the club, the bayonet and the
cannon will not put an idea out of existence; there
is but one way of doing it: reasoning it away. And
since Anarchism is an idea that is based upon rea-
son it cannot be clubbed or reasoned ont of exist-
ence and will therefore live to eventually bless the
human race. S. D.
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CHRISTIANITY.

Every religious movement, every struggle between
religious sects, presupposes as its principal eause, in
the last analysis, economic conditions. Questions of
religions antagonism illustrate clearly the theory
maintained by Karl Marx, of historic materialism or
rather the economism of history. Christianity is one
of the best illustrations of it. To the student of the
origins ofithe Christian movement, of the conditions
out of which it arose, the views which it opened up to
the human masses, the work of Jesus and of Paul was
more economic, social, thap religions. M. A. Chirac
has recently proved thisin a study published in L’
Humanite Nouvelle.

The truth of the theory ie also made clear by the
« Natural History of Jesus’” Ly M. Gustave Lejeala
given in this same review.

Primitive Christianity was essentially a social move-
ment, & movement of the poor against the rich. Con-
sider the teacling of Christ and you will easily see
how he was a despiser of the powerfui, of riches, of
masters, of chiefs. I speak of the official teaching,
that of the four gospels, and especially d&the sermon
on the mnunt.

To support my assertion, let me make a few brief
quotatione:

“But be ye not called rabbi : for oune is your master,
even Christ,and all yeare brethren.”’—Matt. xxiii, 8 ¢

There are only ¢quals. There are neither masters,
servitors, chiefs, nor subordinates, but brothers, equals.

Other texts (Matt. xxv, 40, 42; Luke xxv, 26) sup-
port these affirmations of Jesus, for again and again he
returns to the same subiject in order to impress his
hearers thoroughly with it. .

In a celebrated parable, that of the workers of the
last hour, Christ does not hesitate to formulate thie
audacious doctrine : * To each according to his needs.”
Elsewhere he opposes all judging, all condemnation,
all magistrates. (Matt. vii, 1, 5, 25, 26; Luke vi, 87;
xii, 58, 59.)

He thunders sgain’i!t the rich and cries to them:
«And agaiu [ say unto you: It is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God.” (Matt. xix, 24;. It
is the express condemnation of the rich, the exaltation
of the poor. The fathers of the church, too, did not
deceive themselves, and in their turn stigmatize the
rich. Thus do St. Basil the Great, St. John Chrysos-
tom, St. Gregory of Nysea, etc. Thus does St. Jerome,
who says:

“ Wealth ie tk]e product of theft. If it has not been
committed by the actual holder, it has been by his
ancestors.” .

Jesus, moreover, preaches Communism. In this
connection how expressive are verses 35-40 of chap.
xxv of St. Mathew, the verses 10 and 11 of chap. iii of
St. Luke, and these words of the Acts of the Apostles,
confirming verses 44, chap. ii, 34 and 37 of chap. iv:

«And the multitude of them that believed were of
one heart and of one soul: neither said any onme of

them that aught of the things which he possessed was
his g{gn:’ but they had all things in common.” (Acts
iv, 82).

No doubt is possible, that Christ was a Communist.
His Communism is go certain that the fathers of - the
church have affirmed it in their sermons, discourses, .
etc. So numerous are the passages that choice is diffi-
cult. We can give only a few.

*Life in common is obligatory for all men,” said St.
Clement. *‘In simple justiee, all should belong to all,.
It is iniquity which has made private property of it:
Hence has arisen digcord among men.”

And St. Ambrose exclaime: :

¢ Nature, then, has made community right, usurpa-
tion has created private right. The earth has been
given to men-in common.”

Five centuries later, in the sixth, St. Gregory the
Great wrote:

“The earth is common to all men. It is not enough
not to earry off the goods of others; in vain they be-
lieve themselves innocent who appropriate-to them-
selves the goods which God has given in common: in
not giving to others what they have received, they be-"
come murderers and homicides, because in retaining
for themselves alone the goods which should have
helped the poor, it can be said that they kill as many

of them every day as they could have sustained with
them.”

The family, militarism, country, have been the sub-
ject of attacks not lese keen on the part of Jesus and
his disciples. Read Matt, x, 37-42; xii, 47-50; xxvi,
52, ete., and you will be convinced.

Christ is then, as Renau has said, a sort of wild So-
ciuligt. Ile unites the vague aspirations of the poor,
of the servants, of the elaves, and propagandises whilst
etirring up the proletarian masses against the capital-
ists. Therefore the latter.do not fuil to kill him legally.
His disciples continue the struggle. The poor, the
glaves, the destitute come to them. The rich, the
noble and bourgeois of the time Lold aloof. They see
in the new sect & menace to their goouds, their estates,
to their persons even. Therefore the rulers, the serv-
ants of the rich, pergecute the innovators, the revolu-
tionists. Officials of all kinds, priests of every sect,
the military, serve the rich by pursuing, by condemn-
ing, by excommunicating and killing the proletarians
who wished peither masters nor servitors, neither rich
nor poor.

But amongst the poor the propagandsa makes coutin-
ual converts, Christianity spreads unceasingly. In
the eyes of tha artisans, of the cultivators, of the
slaves, of the petty traders it symbolises a better
future, a society where man will no longer be exploited

by man, where man will no longer be the property of
maun.

In proportion as Christianity, this proletarian social
movement, grows, the capitaliste become alarmed.
They persecute unceasingly, and increasingly the
movement spreads.  Even rome of the middle clags,
some of the nobles, from emotional enthugiasm, from
gentiment, have gone over to Christianity. Others
have gone over from ambition, to become the leaders
of the movement, to directit. Others, prelerring to
be firet among Christians, these enemies of society,
rather than to be lost among the crowd of rulers,

The invasion of the * barbarians’’ continues. In
their turn the poor wish to enjoy life. In their turn
they wish o be their own mdsters. The danger is
great for the capitalists and their servants: priests,
magistrates, military, officials of all kinds.

Not being able to extinguish triumphant Christianity
in blood, the capitalists decide to side-track it, and by
slow degrees they prepare the way for the trick.

The main point of the doctrine of Christ is Commu-
nism and the struggle against the rich; unconeciously
or not this struggle is little by little abandoned.

The propagandists, the leaders, are gained by fine
words, by sounding arguments, by honors. The prop-
aganda becomes less and less social, more and more
other-worldly. A few protest. Some, old in the move-
ment, workers from the first, predict the ruin of Chris-
tianity. But in vain. The fine talkers, the intelligent,
the young, ignorant of what Christianity is, excom-
municate them, lash them. And the mass, not per-
ceiving that they are being purposely deceived, or
caught by words, listen and follow obediently. And
one day the emperor, his dignitaries, his officers, his
magistrates and officiale become Christians. The trick
has succeeded.

Christianity is now & thing of possessors, of capital-

ista. It rules in name, but it exists no more. The
master is, &8 before, Capitalism.—A. H ,in Le

Reveil Social, Nantes, France.




G 3

- FREE SOCIETY.

241

The number printed or written on
the wrapper of your paper shows that
your subscription has been paid up to
that number.

SEXUAL SLAVERY OF WOMAN.

The following was taken from fhe
Methodist Times, London England:

Mrs. Josephine E. Butler, in a circular
letter she has just issued, speaks of a
printed document in which some of the
officers and medical men of the canton-
ments of Northern India advise the gov-
ernment to appoint recruiting sergeants
to scour the country in search of young
and attractive women to be dragged into
the Chuclas dens ot vice, in which they
are held as complete slaves. They advise
also that the government pay three ru-

s a head for every girl thus captured
and brought in. Well may Mrs. Butler
ask: ‘ Has anything ever been recorded
worse of slave bunting in Africa?” She
continues:

Your readers have probably seen
Alfred Dyer’s letters. I need not dwell
on the horrors they have revealed.
will only say that one word contained in
an official document from which he
quotes is alone sufficient to raise a revo-
lution; and it must do so if England is
to stand clear of the deepest guilt. That
expression is made use of by our repre-
sentatives in India when giving minute
instructions for the drill of the poor girls
and women hunted up by recruiting ser-

eants and compelleX to live a life of in-
nfamy : such and such things are to be
done and observed when the women are
UNFIT FOR DUTY. Let the word be, writ-
ten in letters of fire! Duty indeed! and
this is what men in power have come to
consider the duty of woman! . . . Our
first word—the word of woman—on car-
rving the fiery cross over the channel to
France, Italy, and the whole of Europe,
was: ‘‘ We rebel.”” We raise once more
the cry of rebellion today, and louder
than ever against this surpassing wicked-
ness, this imperious formulation of the
duty of woman.”’

Ican quote no more, though I have

. used less than half the article, for I want

to make some comment.

“The flery cross.” If:Mrs. Butler will
study ancient symbolism she will find
that the cross itself is an emblem of the
masculine generative organ, and the
aggressiveness of Christianity—its entire
disregard for the rights of all others is in
porfect keeping with man’s aggressive-
ness in the sex relation. Permit me to
say that what so arouses her indignation

: is entirely legitimate to the other condi-

tions that government enforces.

Women for the use of the soldiers is
just as right as soldiers for the queen—
to uphold her power. They are slaves
as well as the women. They are hunted
up, conscripted, or inveigled by recruit-
ing officers while under the influence of
liquor freely furnished. But a few of
them go willingly, but let them once try
to escape and they are shot down like
doge. They are made worse than beasts
and lest they become unmanageable
with pent up forces when not in active
gervice, they must have women. The
officers know what they are about.

“England’s guilt,” forsooth! Why
talk of gnats in the presence of camels!
England’s greater guilt of subjugating
India involves all the rest. England has
no right in India, no business there with
her armies, but as in all else that is
called reform, or attempted reform of
present conditions, Mrs. Butler cries out
against the cffect instead of the cause.
Let Mrs. Butler demand that England
take her armies out of India and see
how much sympathy she will get from
the churches. =~ -

“Jesus shall reign.”” They took poe-
gession in the name of Jesus. If there
is a name nnder heaven that has cursed
the world it is that of Jesus.

Now, to show up the beauties of gov-

ernment a little further, I will give some| {

statisticts taken at the time of the

queen’s jubilee—50 years on‘n throne.
The following was taken at the time
from Lucifer, Moses Harman’s paper :

It is compated that in Ireland alone
during Victoria’s reign 1,255,000 have
died of starvation; 3,365,000 have been
evicted, [[ wonder how many have been
evicted in this country during the time];
4,185,000 have been compelled to emi-

rate to escape starvation or eviction.

bile her suhjects were thus starving or
being driven from their homes because
they could mot pay their rent Victoria
and her household were living in gorge-
ous palaces rent free. During these fifty
years—according to_a pamphlet before
us entitled * Royal Paupers,” by G. W.
Foote—the royal family have drawn
from the nation about $120,000,000.
What have these royal drones done to
justify this emormous expenditure by
the workers of the British hive?

The Rev. Newman Hall gives us an-
other page of Victoria-ism. He says
that in the fifty years of Victoria’s reign
there have been sixty-three wars, and
that $10,000,000,000 was epent by Great

1| Britain in the last thirty-three years of

her reign; that the Crimean war alone
cost $1,800,000,000, and the lives of 850,-
000 men: i

Such are the beauties of governmen-
talism, and with all our boasted liberty,
we are in the same boat.

Oh, the blindness of the people!

Lois WAISBROOKER.

WHAT MONEY DOES.

If John Brown, a toiler, happens to
get drunk he is promptly locked up by
the police. If he resists he is usually
clubbed and then charged with aseault
on an officer. He is arraigned in court
the next day, and possibly fined. In
addition his name is sent abroad through
the newspapers.

When a millionaire club man gets
drupk and is rolling helplessly about the
street, a policeman carea.ior him ten-
derly, leaves his route, neglects his duty
for hours and sees that the gentleman
gets safely home. When the officer is
complained of for neglect of duty he
pleads guilty and says he thought he
was doing right, and the Police Board
agrees with him. The officer even re-
fuses to give the name of the man he
assisted, and the board sustains him.
Technically this is proper, as the officer
pleads guilty. But do you suppose he
will be disciplined for leaving his route?
It is hardly possible, no matter if & bur-
glary had been committed, or even mur-
der, while the officer is neglecting his
duty. He is taking care of a millionaire
drunk and a8 man of good family, who
needs his attention. Even if he is disci-
plined by the Board of Police, no doubt
the gentleman he cared for will look to
it that the officer does not suffer.

So much for money ; so much for posi-
tion and name!—Boston Traveler.

@The Letter-Box.

M. C., Aurora, I1l.—Of course, if you
are ‘‘able to disprove Kropotkin’s argu-
ment on the eight-hour movement in a
ghort and concise article,” we will gladly

ublish the same. But yon claim that

rades Unionists are revolutionary,
while a writer in the last Federationist
says ‘‘there is nothing revolutionary in
the advocacy of and the adherence to
the trade union principle. . . . Ite
methods are as legal and loyal as the
church.”” Sad but true; trade unions
will never amount to anything as long as
they are not revolutionary, but ‘‘as legal
and loyal as the church;” for the law-
ahiding have never reformed nor im-
proved society, but always the law-
breakers, the “‘enemies of society,” have
been paving the road to progress.

J. K., Turner, Mich.—'A complete
separation of Church and State’’ is an
impossible proposition: both stand and
all together. Noj it is not sufficient to
bave ‘‘free thought” granted by the

State. -Thoughts, as well as love, are
free and cannot be suppressed by any
eternal power, but the freedom to act is
hampered by governments and such
freedom can only be achieved by repudi-
ating authority in every form.

F. A., Livermore, Ia.—Glad to hear
that the book ‘Moribund Society and
Anarchy ” is circulating and stirring the
minds.  The pamphlets ordered have
been mailed.

G. 8., Summerland, Cal.—We really
rejoiced when we read your lamentations
that your wife would not ‘‘obey any
more’’ since she has been reading our
“terrible sheet.” If women and work-
ingmen alike would cease to obey and
did resist tyranny conditions would soon
improve. But, by the way, do you really
imagine that *“ your wife’” will love you
better since you wonld * not allow her
to read Free Society’? Poor creature!
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