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BE BRAVE.

Arouse, ye men of brain and brawn, .
Unnumbered hosts that toil;

Assert your manhood, break your chains:
Reclaim your own fair soil!

Too long beneath oppression’s lash
Ye've slaved for robber knaves;
And gave your all to Church and State,

Contented to be slaves.
The day has come, your night is done,
1f you but act as men.
Be bold, be brave—the world 18 yours,
March on and take it, then!
But no; you hesitate—and why?
Oh. Blaves! Why fenr to die?
On! Doand daret Be brave! Be free!

A day is come, & light hath dawned,
A tide in man’s affeirs;
A star like that of Bethlehem,
And a glorious hope it bears:
Let man be FREE! The message rings,
And an echo answers back:
Uncrown all kings, unrobe all priests,
And clothe the unclothed back!
Theu stand up, men, and demand your dues,
And fear not the tyrants’ frown,
And do not bow at the shrine of his law,
Or reverence bis legal gown.
But strike—if you would be f1ee,
Oh 8laves—if you would be free!
On! Doanddare! Bebrave! Be FREE!
Ross WINN,
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WAR.

If new proof were wanted to show that WArs, at
the present time, are waged exclusively in the in-
terest of capitalists, a better proof could not be
given than the war) which the British now wage
against the Boers. -

What quarrel has the British nation against the
Datch settlers in Africa? None whatever! The
so-called “ patriots "—who are as bad, by the way,
as the French “ patriots” whom we have seen lately
at work in the Dreyfus affair—have told us, of
course, that in waging a war against the Boers, they
are promoting the interests of civilization. It is a
lie. And they themselves know that it is & lie.
The Boers have ill-treated the Black population of
Africa? Undoubtedly so. But—did the British
treat the Blacks any better?

The whole history of the conquest of the Black
Conptinent by all Europeans without exception—
British included—is a history of murder, poisoning,
extermination, deceit, slave-buying and slave-mak-
ing,—s0 much go that Africa may be described as a
true school of barbarism, under all its posgible
aspects, for all European nations. It was 80, and
still is for the English, the French, the Germans,
the Italians and the Dunteh. 8o much so that even
when workingmen of advanced opinions have gone
to settle in Africa many of them have become there
as complete brutes as any one of the capitalists, in
their relations towards the natives. We will never
forget the fury with which Maulatesta, on his return
from Egypt, told us of the treatment be saw inflict-
ed there by Italian workingmen—more or less So-
cialists at honie—upon Egyptian fellaheen.

Leaving aside individual cases, leaving aside the
letters which were written by English adventurers
during the Matabele uprising, and which have been
circulated since then in the press—leaving aside
such brutes as Btanley or Peters—what did the
English do; as a nation, with the sanction of Parlia-
ment, in Matabele Land?

Take, for instance, the work of Mr. Belous—a
man inepired by no party hatred, a hunter, who
even will find excuses for the British policy; and
you will simply be ashamed of belonging to the
British nation. England, which likes so much to
Pose a8 a bearer of civilization, has introduced in

aE

—-

Matabele Land that very same serfdom which we,
thirty years ago, considered as a blot upon civiliza-
tion in Russia and Turkey. By law,—by Imperial
law if you please,—every Matabele is bound to work
three days in the week for every British farmer
who will want to employ him on his farm for a sal-
ary which he himself will settle. The Matabele is
now, by law, a serf, bound to work three days a
week for the British settler. As to the pillage of
the Negroes’ cattle, it was simply taken by the
British—not only during their military expeditions,
but again in virtue of a law, an Imperial law, passed
in all calm at home, a law which ordered merely
and simply the seizore, the appropriation—that is,

the robbery—of three-fourths of all the cattle of the
natives. i e

The horrors which British and Dutch settlers
have committed upon the Blacks in the Cape Col-
ony at the beginning of this century were revolting.
But these were accomplished by individual settlers;
while now the policy of the British Empire, sanc-
tioned by Parliament, is a policy of undisguised
robbery, of serfdom, of enslavement. To this policy
of enslavement, robbery, filibustering expeditions—
of Imperialism in a word—the British nation has
given its full sanction at the last elections. And
the English Social Democrats have their full share
of responsibility for that polizy.

When we saw the Conservatives and the Union-
ists coming in a crushing majority to Parliament
at the last elections; when we saw the triumph of
land-grabbing, capitaliam, priesthood and Imperial-
ism,—we foretold in these pages that the unavoid-
able result of that victory would be—war. And
since that time the British nation has continually
lived under the menace of a war. War was very
nearly breaking out for the Venzuelan gold mines,
and it was only when it Wes ascertained that Eng-
land cannot live as much as a few months without
importing American wheat, that the provoking
tone of the notes written by Salisbury’s Cabinet
was chauged for one of humility towards the United
States. War with Germany, and another with
France were again on the point of breaking out;
and war with Russia for the wilderness of Manchu-
ria was only conjured by a formidable effort. Twice,
in the course of these few years the na vy has already
been mobilized, and—who_knows if this time the
mobilization will not end in a real war.

For ten years the present rulers of Britain have
made all their power to stimulate the warlike 8spirit
of the overfed middle clastes. In ten years the
most vituperative language has been used—by Con-
servatives, Unionists, and their motley tails against
those intelligent men of Britain who understood that
Ireland must have Home Rule, that the Duteh in
Africa are a rising nationality, that Crete must go
to Greece, and that the country has everything to
reform at home instead of waging wars all over the

world.  And the unavoidable, the necessary result |’

of all that campaign, us well as of the protracted
war into which the Conservative Unionists have
now embarked the country, will be—fatally—the
crea‘ion of a standing army eapable of crushing the
British workingmen the moment they revolt agninst
the land and money grabbers.

This is where we are going ‘to be landed next.
For all this talk about the splendid effects of dum-
dum bullets and lyddite shells the British nation
will have to pay—with the blood of her own work-
ingmen. The beast is already well awake in a cer-
tain cluss of British society, and when there will be
no more Boers to blow up—they will seek for ene-

mies at home, in the slums of their own
—Freedom, London.
L S

STATE SOCIALISM.

State Socia ist journals point with pride to their
numerous and constantly increasing adherents. Their
remedy to cure humanity of all the ills it euffers from
at present is go simple that many of the simple-
minded, the mentally indolent ones gather around the
standard unfarled by the self-appointed leaders. No
t!ought, no exertion is needed, but at some future
time, when the present conditions will have become
unbearable, the government, the State, will step in,
assume control of all the means of distribution and
production, and the people will be happy forevermore.

While on the one hand the doctrine of the Statist
appeals to the mentally indolent, as I said before, on
the other hand a class f people are attr-cted who spe
an oppor unity to become the leaders, the managers,
the distributors of favors.

This opportunity is apt to become the switch which
will in time side-track the labor movement and turn
it from its pfesent course of complete individual liberty
into a new form of elavery, possibly like that of anc ent
Peru.

Whenever the discontent of the masseg reaches such
proportions that it cannot be suppressed any longer by
bullets and bayonets; when the exploiters of the day
will be in danger of losing all their privileges, then
the wise and cunning among them will ally themselves
with the revolutionary forces and help to eetablish a
co-operative commonwea'th on a State Socialistic
basis. The majority of the people content that their
material wants will now be satisfled, care not who
directs and commands and their erstwhile enemies
will have foxed themeelves to the top and will form ag
of old a privileged ¢l 8s. Then history will have once
more repeated itself, and a movement which tended to
undermine and destroy all authority, will have become
harmless and it will be more difficult than ever for the
few, who love liberty, to arouse the people, since one
of the main producers of discontent, the empty stom-
ach, will not be eplisted on their side any longer.

The position of the mail carrier is held up to the dis-
inhe-ited as the acme of human happinees. ‘ Steady
work, short hours, good pay,—what more can & man
wish?”’ said a Statist to me lately. “ What more do._
you need to be a perfect slave?’” I was tempted to ask,
but told him: * Liverty, freedom, my good friend,
seem to be wanting entirely in your requisites of hap-
piness. Not to acknowledge a superior, to work and
ceage working when'I feel 'ike it, to choose any kind
of an occupation 1 happen to take a fancy to, to go
where I pleate, to associate with whom T pleaee, that,
to me, makes hife worth living and striving for.”

The State, the government, Uncle Bam, should do
this or thaut, ia the burden of their cry. The 11th of
Noven b r, Homestesd, Cripple Crevk, Hazeton, the
Coeur d” Alene bull pen—all of this has not been suffi-
cient to awake them to the realization of the fuct that
governmen ' is an institution, a trust, the prototype of
all other trusts, for the benefit of the few to the detri-
ment of the many.

Who, if * ot government, trains men to be the butch-
ers of their fellowmen? Who makes war upon & kind-
earted and pencesble people? Who is respoueible
for the murder of thousands of young men in the prime
of hfe? Who causes sorrow, anguish and heart-break-
ing to the 1elatives of these youug men? Who destroys
the products of the labor of the industrious by the
wholeeale? Who, if not governmenit, makes it possible
for the cupniog, the unscrupnlous, the very drege of
humanity, to rule the land, +xploit nnd browbes 1he
many without rigkir g their lives? Who is it, ye up-
holdars of *“iaw and mder,” who carries the torch, the
rifle, *he cannou, th bomb, to kiil, to murder, to ma-
tilate, to destroy, who" Cer tainly not the much re-
viled Anarchist, but the Archist, the defender of gov-
ernment. Cuas. Doeging,

big oities,
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NOTE AND GOMMENT.

The recent disaster in a Washington coal mine, where
40 men were killed and several more maimed, has
caused considerable comment in the daily press. The
editors admit that greed was the direct cause of the
terrible “‘accident,” but none of them dares to charge
the mine owners with manslaughter. Under the pre-
! tence of justice an investigation will be made in order
& to whitewash the mine owners before the eyes of the
public, and greed will go on, a8 before, murdering men
by the wholesale for gain and profit, until the workers
themselves will put an end to it by appropriating all
the natural resources and the means of production for
their own benefit. As long as the tools of production
and the natural opportunities are monopolized &ll laws
to prevent such ‘“‘accidents’ are utterly fatile. =
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«The Ruesians are certainly much behind in civili-
gation,”” says the S. F. Tag “The minister of
finance of that country—Witte—has lately been sub-

| rand jected to &.most humiliating examination by his gov-
ernment, for the purpose of ascertaining whether he
had taken advantage of his-position for his own per-
sonal gain throukh news received by him at the stock
exchange. In this country sach unpleasant investi-
gations are mever made. With us it is a matter of
course that everybody makes all he can. Fat Cleve-
land saved millions out of an annual salary of $60,000;
and thue they all do it, down to the coroner who sells
the corpses of unidentified dead, as has lately been
proven at St. Louis, where the Memphis coroner was
arrested for such a deed. Everybody here makes hay
while the sun shines. That is the only plausible ex-
planation for the desperate office seeking during elec-
tions. In Russia minister Witte will probably be sent
to prison for & term of years; in this country he would
i be congratulated upon his stock jobbing success and
5 envied as a d—d smart fellow.”
e ¢ e o 0

THE INTERESTS OE LABOR.

£ ; For more than thirty days the following advertise-
ment has appeared in the San Francisco Ezaminer and
other newspapers, and still Levi Strauss & Co., we are
informed, are unable to secure anything like the oper-
ators that they need:

Lavi Strauss & Co., at 82}¢ Fremont street, are put-
| ting in the ver: bestsewing machines and will take
i on several bundred more operators; good wages. Ap-

ply to Mr. Davis.

We learn that they are unable to fill -orders for the
special goods they manufacture for lack of this labor.
We are informed that Levi Strauss & Co. pay good

* wages to the girls in their employ, work them under
pleasant conditions and treat them well.

Levi Strauss & Co. isan old firm and & rich firm.
The loss of prospective profits by its inability to fill
orders probably does not amount to more than a mat-
ter of bookkeeping with any member of the firm. They
will not drive slower horses, wear smaller diamonds,
live in staller houses or place a more stringent limit
on the ante in the evening's .musement. They are
not entitled to any particular sympatby, and would
doubtless resent the idea that any one should sympa-
thize with them.

On the other hand, we are delighted to find that
there is a scarcity of this sort of labor in San Francieco.
1t means that conditions are improving. A couple of
years ago San Francisco girls were witling to work all
day in & cannery for 80 or 80 cents, doing the hardest
kind of labor under the most uncongenial conditions.
That was bad for the girls, bad for the city, and no
particular good to anybody, for & business which will

-not properly support its employees is, in our judgment,
hardly worth while bothering about. Now, our girls
are 8o free from the neceesity of rough cannery werk
that they can afford to decline pleagant sewing-machine
employment at fairly remunerative wages. We hope
this state of things will continue indefinitely. Itscause

Blait

sewing work, and by taking 100,000 men -out of the
country to serve as soldiers r-lieved the labor market
of its glat. & y

This is & condition we would like to see always exist,
but, unfortunately, it won’t.—Ezaminer.

The foregoing editorial, doubtless paid for by the

men of fast horses and large diamonds, is from the
Monarch of the Fakirs, a paper that gives full de-
tails, of the latest prize fight and a bible lesson in
the’same issue, and will reply to any question asked
about back prize fights.
' The writer of the editorial is a fool or a knave, or
both compounded. The facts are: the ad has been
running for months; when persons apply who can
work the machines, they are not wanted; when
those who have to learn apply, they are taken and
charged for the teaching, and when it comes to re-
ceiving any pay, it is so small, and then reduced by
numbers of petty fines that, of course, the fast
horses and large diamonds are most easily account-
ed for.

You brutal editor, you hope men will continue
to be killed so that girls may get such work as de-
scribed, and you “hope this state of things will
continue indefinitely.” You unmitigated fool, do
you know these very girls have to pay for the sol-
diers’ food, clothing, guns, powder and burial? If
you don’t, I'll forgive you; but you do! and I spit
at you metaphorically.

In the “interests of Labor”1I! Damn youll!

JamEs ALFRED KINGHORN-JONES.

224 Geary St., room 48, San Francisco.
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HAS BYINGTON SET HIMSELF RIGHT?

Our friend complains that I did not reply to what
he said, but banged at a straw man of my own
making. I have not his article at hand and may
not get his words exact. He said, “Anarchism is &
theory of political science and is opposed to govern-
ment in a political sense.”” Now, I may be lacking
in “political sense ”; many good Christian friends
claim we Anarchists have no “moral sense” and
would call to their aid *“ courts, police and jsils” to
protect society from this obnoxious theory. Again
he said: “The essential principle of government,”
to which Anarchism is opposed, “is the use of force
to prevent & man from doing a8 he pleases.” But
he said, “people will be violent,” hence Anarchists
must organize and adopt this ‘essential principle
of government,” not only this but must “retain
the ordinary machinery of government.” He aleo
said “ many Ararchists approve of this machinery.”

" He did not go as far as some, and deny the Com-
munists the right to be known as Anarchists. Per-
haps his article did not contain “a good deal of ad-
vocacy of courts, police and jails,” but if any one
can read his article without being impressed that
he advocated it just the same, their * political
gense” differs a good deal from mine. If he did not
say “ that courts, police and jails” were part of An-
archism, if I remember right he said “ the triumph
of Anarchism might be in the retaining this ma-
chinery of government.” No cne could imagine
that he “ acknowledged them to be contrary to An-
archism.” Now, what was the “straw man” I was
banging at? And what was our friend driving at
in his article entitled “ What is Anarchism?”

East Elma, N. Y. A. L. BaLrov.
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A FAIR DAILY.

The Commercial Tribune of Cincinnati, Ohio, gives
its read the qui of one of John Most’s
speeches made in that city, a8 follows:

Herr Most said a free country is one in which there
is no ruler or superior. America, he found, is not that
kind of a country.

The forefathers who made its government had good
intentions, but they made the mistake 0% not wanting
to do away with private property or religious supersti-
tion. So-called foreigners like himself, Herr Most said,
coming to this country to flee from the power of em-
perors and kings, find America a great country in ex-
tent, wealth and riches heaped up by nature and in-

is the war with Spain, which ted ad d for

ded for man, but held absolutely by trusts and

monopolies. The kings are here just as in Europe,
only they go by another name, and they are as supreme
aa their like in Russia, Austria and Prussia. The dif-
ference is that while there are a few over there, there
are from 500 to 10,000 of them here. The politics of the
country, he declared, is worse than in Europe. The
speaker thonght that free press, free speech and free
assembly were largely a sham. He alluded to the
Chicago Anarchists of twelve years ago and declared
they were clubbed, shot down and hanged by & capi-
talistic police; there wag no bomb throwing, he eaid,
but the men were revolutionists, that was all. Capi-
talism, he thought, was the same in this country as in
Europe, only here it went ahead faster and did in fifty
years what it took Europe to reach in 500. Seven-
eightha of the wealth of the United States, he asserted,
belonged to one-tenth of the population. *What is the
boasted liberty of the American under the present sys-
tem?” he asked; “the liberty to sell himself, and be
has to do it or face beggary, theft, workhouse or sui-
cide.”

Even then, he continued, the capitalists are mnot
satisfied. They have bought 8,000,000 Filipinos for
$20,000,000, so that they might bring over cheaper
labor to this country. They were going headlong, he
claimed, into militarism and imperialism, to wind up
with a czar. Only the man and a few more circum-
stances were needed, he said, and the country would
have it. ‘

““Don’t you believe it?” he cried. “Didn’t they
make a god out of Dewey? The Americans-will.want
to look out sharp if they escape it.”

Society at present he summed up as consisting of
poor devils on one side and robbers on the other. He
himself had been chased out of every country in Eu-
rope, he said. He wished to become & citizen here,
but was refused. He was more—he is & citizen of the
world. He denounced the police a= going around with
clubs, like savages, and as being nothing but ruffians.
No country had so many laws as America—made by
lawyers for the benefit of capitalists. In mo country
head he seen so many churches; in no other had he
met so much narrow-minded superstition. Sunday
laws he declared barbarous. He had been told to go
to Europe if he didn’t like it; they called him a for-
eigner.

“ Who is not a foreigner here?’’ he asked. The only
genuine Americarris the Indian, and he is killed off
like the buffale.

The existin~ social system is that of the lunatic asy-
lum, he said. People have to starve periodically just
because they have too much.

What Herr Most wanted himself instead of this ar-
rangement was a Communistic Anarchism, equal
chances for all, brotherhood, and harmoty, and ability
for each one to satisfy his wants. To get that he
favored revolution—not that he wanted bloodshed, but
only because the aristocracy of wealth was prepared to
fight and left no other choice for those against it. He
didn’t want State Communism ; crime is due only to
private property, and only cranks would want to be
lazy in the new condition of no State and no law. The
new arrangement necessitated atheism, too, so that
there would be no superstition.

After Herr Most finished, listeners popped questions
at him on his plan of operations. One wanted to know
how he meant to bring about his scheme, by the ballot
box or by pistol and shotgun.

“ Most likely,” was the quick rejoinder of Herr Most
to the latter suggestions. He ridiculed the ballot box
mode.
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NOTES.

A local paper of this city says the Anarchists have
not put themselves in evidence of late, and intimates
that undoubtedly some atrocious deed will be commit-
ted at some future time which will again shock the
whole civilized world. Our plutocratic friends have
become so accustomed of late to the destruction of life
and property in the Philippines and South Africa,
under the name of benevolent assimilation and civili-
zation, that they really crave for something else t0
tickle their nerves with. But let them not worry; the
Anarchists are still here in spits of their detectives
and hangmen, and perhaps sooner than they expect,
someone may consider the time favorable to offset the
wanton murder of many innocent people for the benefit
of & few, by the killing of a few guilty ones for the
benefit of the many.

c e N

The gospel sharks, the Revs. D.D. (doubly damned)

have started on their annual advertising crusade.
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Every fall they ge to a large t of
free advertising for themselves and their churches by
attacking the saloons, gambling dens and brothels.
After having seen their names in print as reformers,
Pprog ve preach etc., the~ g ily subeide till
the vacant pews call them out again., Suppression is
their‘onl- remedy, but since the revenue which the
city officiale derive from theee sources is too large to
be relinquished, all the labors of these self-appointed
guardians of public morals are futile.

Some of these preachers make a apec'ré!ity of inves-
the lled h of ill-fame. These good
shepherds evidently like to have their morals tempted
by a lot of fair damsels who, of course, fill their ears
with horrible tales of their downfall. They were all
good, pure and virtuous according to the orthodox
standard, until some vile brute of a man accomplished
their ruin, and then being cast out by friends and eo-
ciety, they were forced to take refuge in their present
abode. This is an old standby tale and serves as an
excuse for their position towards society, which would
be horrified if told that most of these rocalled fallen
women deliberately choose the life they lead, and that
they prefer a gay life of * men, wine and song” for &
few years, to one of drudgery for many. The idea that
a poor young woman should prefer such a life to that
of their from god appointed lot, as servants to the
cranky wile of some bloated plute, and serve inciden-
tally as concubine for the latter, is quite incomprehen-
gible to the highly moral people, which make up the
exploiting classes. Even some radicals affect to pity
these women ; they do not need and;@_ not care for
pity, for they evidently enjoy life better than the ma-
jority of women who obey the behests of Mother
Grandy.

Pt
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The advice of Kinghorn-Jones not to pay rent is ex-
cellent. To never pay for the permigsion to live on
this earth, if I can get out of it, has been my doctrine
gince my boylicod, when I read some pamphlets ad-
vocating ¢ free land.”” I was so thoroughly convinced
of the justice of these theories that ever since 1 have
tried to live up to them. Being gifted with a fair
amount of nerve, I generally take possession of a va-
cant house, when in need of one, without asking any-
body’s permission, When the owner or agent turne
up, I manage to prove to them, for the time being any-
way, the advantage which they derive from having
gomeone occupy their property who takes care of it.
If the owner canmnot be convinced that he ought to be
thankiul that his property is being looked after free of
charge, then either compromiee by paying a small
percentage of the rent he demands, or wait till the
sheriff and his deputis help you move your stove and
other heavy furniture out of the house, load it on an
express wagon and make a tee line for the next vacant
house which suits you. 2

Of course circumstances very often prevent us from
carrying out in practice our theories, but whenever
possible we ehould do g0 and help the cause by this
less dangerous propaganda of deed. C. DoErING.

Portland, Or.
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REFUSED TO SERVE A JURY.

Dear Friends of Free Sociwety:—You will eee by the
enclosed that I have had a slight brugh with the law;
and I think the representatives of the law will admit
that I did not come out second. best, especially as I
have heard nothing further from them eince sending
in my report, a copy of which I hereby enclose.

You are at liberty to make such use of the papers as
you think best. I wish our people could be induced to
refuse everywhere to take any part in the worse than
farce that ie constantly carried on under the forms of
the law. W. H. Vax OrxuM.

(Copy.)
Jury Commissionere.

Sirs: Yours of this date, notifying me that I am
liable to be drawn for jury duty and commanding me
to report within five days whether eligible for duty or
not, is received. In reply, I willeay, that I do not fall
within any of the clasees named as exempt; and yet, I
think you wi'l admit that I must be excused, for the
following reasons, viz.,

I believe that government derives its just powers
from the consent of the governed; and, as I do not
consent, it has no authority over me.

I deny the right of the law to-interfere in the dis-
putes between individuals without the consent of all
the parties, or to coerce any of them; and, were I to
become a plrt; to such coercion, I should violate their

rights and should be doing to others what I object to
their doing to mé. This I shall not do.

But, most of all, I protest against the monstrous
wrong which is constantly enacted againet what are
called eriminals, by means of your laws. The law
assumes to act in the name of, and by the authority of
gociety ; but it is notoriously wielded in the interest of
a minority, which, in one way or another, is in the
enjoyment of special privileges. It is-bv reason of
these privileges that poverty, crime and all manner of
violence prevail. 'n other words, s-ciety, by means
of the law, is making men criminals and then punish-
ing them for being what it has made them. I protest
against it. I refuse to be a party to the wrong any
further than I can help; and, for this reason, I notify
you that I would refuse to convict any man of anything
no matter what the evidence and no matter what the
circumstances.

Hoping that you will see the error of your ways and
cease to do evil and learn to do good, I reman,

: Yours very truly,

Chicago, Nov. 23, 1899. W. H. Vax OrNUM.
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SILVER DOLLAR VS. SILYER PUNCH-BOWL.

S. T. Byington requests me “to explain how An-
archiem shows a silver dollar to be any less wealth
than a silver punch-bowl.”” Well gir, you have asked
too much, for Anarchism does not show nor attempt to
show a eilver dollar to be any less wealth than a silver
punch-bowl. As I understand it, Anarchism does not
consider either the dollar or the punch-bowl wealth,
nor that either is productive of wealth. One is, per-
hape, a convenient national token, redeemable in the
products of labor, the other & relicof barbarism, some-
thing to p'ease the fancy, a kind of keep-sake or fancy
article of uge.

I stand corrected and start with: ‘‘Nothing but
labor produces or aids in producing.” A person may
have bags of silver or gold dollars, but without iabor
(either his own or that of his slave’s) to produce for
him fogd and clothing he must go naked and hungry.
By legielative enactments money is given an unnatural
power to monopolize the good things of this earth,
which makes it appear to be wealth and productive of
more weslth, but it only prodaces by its power o mon-
opoly, its power over the slaves who are compelled to
labor and produce for it the things needful for the wel-
fare and happiness of mankind—things I call wealth,
that is, food, clothing and shelter, necessaries of life
and for the comforts of life.

1 look upon money as & convenient acknowledgment,
under present conditions, of the indebtedness of the
person who gives it, to the person who receives it; in
short a note, as for inst : I have rendered you
service, I have produced something which you desire
for your comfort and wh'ch I am willing to exchange
with you fur some of the products of your labor. Now,
if yon have not the things I desire in exchange, you
hand me the dollar as an acknowledgment that you
owe me that service. It saves writing a note besides:
being currency it passes current, which makes it an
indebtedness the ‘“‘nation’” owes me instead of the in-
dividual—it makes no difference who pays it.

If you follow my idea, recesearily very imperfectly
expressed in so short an article, you will see that the
person who gete the dollar without laboring and pro-
ducing for the benefit of mankind, whether he steals it
or takes it in profits off the laboringman’s products,
holds it a8 an indebtedness which the world owes him,
the same as if he had rendered service for it. He hol
false evidence of having rendered society service for
which society owes him service in return.

What I am trying to say is: money does nothing; it
builds no mills, weaves no fabrics; all is done by labor
at the command of money, a8 the consequer ce of legis-
lation. Money, protected by law, implies power and
command of wealth, and, therefore, is capable of much
harm in the hands of the money-changer. Abolish the
law and it has no power and consequently no value—it
is not wealth. Money does not pay debts; the person
is not paid until he receives such products of labor as
he desires in exchange.

Now you will see that the percon who consumes all
he produces—spends all his money in consuming—
leaves the world provided with none of the wealth he
has produced, whilst the person who hoards his earn-
inge—his money—retains evidence of the world’s in-
debtedness to him; evidence that he has produced
more'than he has consumed, and that he has benefited
the worl 2 to the amount of his hoarding.

Rutland, Vt. A, A, OgcuTT-

oy

TO KEEP OFF THE-STREETS.

Dog Moiner, Iows, Nov. 17.—The city council has
passed un ordinance prohibiting all persons from walk-
ing the streets after 11 p. m. unless they can give eatis-
factory r therefore relating to b or some
other necessary occupation. The penalty is a $10 fine,
and it applies to adults as well as children. The ordi-
nance is not taken geriously.

I am inclined to smile and wonder if Comstock
is the father of such & messure. In slavery days
the slaves were forbidden to leave the masters’
premises after sun down. We fought to free those
poor devils; I wonder who will fight to free us.

It seems to me that even the Anarchistic idea of
passive resistance is not adequate to combat such
outrageous invasions of human liberty. I think
an organized resistance would eventually be suc-
cessful in this instance. Some years ago there was
an ordinance passed here (in Denver) making the
riding of wheelmen without bells 2 misdemeanor.
The wheelmen here then numbered about 28,000.
They organized in open revolt, but their revolt was
on the parody order. Hardly a wheelman appeared
on the street without a horn, or a cowbell or an
engine bell. Tin cans were made into bells; in fact
anything that was noisy was used. The first police-
man seen was always the signal for noise, and the
poor lackeys of misinterpolated good were driven to
some place of retreat to escape the awful noise.
That procedure eventuslly caused a repeal of the
obnoxious ordinance.

The poor Des Moines people should try the same
method of active resistance the Denver wheelmen
used so successfally.

Of course this is only a wail of & “ new Anarchist
light,” who wants “equal slavery,” as A. L. terms
it. Yet we accidentally stumble onto the right
kind of an idea of slavery. Miss B. F. BRUKK.
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LIBERTY.

In reviewing “An Open Letter to William Jenning
Bryan” by W.E. Nevill, the 8. F. CLAss STRUGGLE
says: “The book should find a resting place in the
hands of Anarchist readers, for it has all the cry for
‘liberty’ that is common to Anarchist publications,
and aleo in common with Anarchist publications
makes no offering of any method of obtaining the
smallest additional freedom.”

Bro. Benham speaks of liberty with that flippancy
which one is used to hearing from the lips of mon-
opolists or occasionally from a raw, shallow Social-
ist agitator, but of whi%z one would not deem an
editor of a progressive Journal guilty.

Liberty carries with it the solution of the social
question because it presupposes the cessation of
government which is throttling the independence
of the individual and protecting monopolies—prin-
cipally the monopoly of land and the medium of
exchange—which are thus the source of social in
iquity and misery.

Liberty—that is the cessation of government—
then means: No profits, no rents, no interest, no
taxes, If Bro. Benham can point out anything on
the governmental Socialist program to effect.a more
thorough revolution in society and bring about a
more satisfactory condition of affairs it would in-
deed be worth knowing.

The “ methods” of obtaining it are a matter of
secondary conrideration. The first requirement is

d8 | the lodgment in the minds of the people of the

principle and importance of liberty and the realiza-
tion of the economic and political results to flow
therefrom. “ Correct ideas must precede successful
action.” Once the importance of liberty is grasped
by the people and takes the place of its thoughtless
flippant use, they will find means of realizing the
same. Buch knowledge is to be imparted to the
people by literature—by education and agitation
generally.

‘We have no “ parties,” it is true, that spring into
existence like mushrooms and go out of it likewise
or split up into factions by internal strife doing no

arthly good except to give the masses a chance to
ﬁeoome confused and in their blind woiship of lead-
ers lose sight of principles.

‘When society is rid of its present incubus of gov-
ernment and its resultant monopolies it will enter
upon its normal business of the voluntary associa-
tiop and co-operation of its industrial forces and
bring about the regeneration of the human race
with plenty and contentment in its wake by the
very niethods Bro. Benham so carelessly chooses to
sneer at—Liberty. 8.D.
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ALL ABOUT MORALITY.

The nation is at present convalsed
over the Ruberts ¢ se. Whether he can
seat himeelf is a question of importance
and doubt; whether he shou d be seated,
is to a thinking mind one of lmnportance,
but not doubt. Roherts made the mis-
take of having a ewall harem, and sup-
porting it openly, and not denying -his
position. If he were like his colleagues,
he would have had his harem, just the
same, but would havs had it secluded.

There is but one crime in the aniverse,
and that is, of being found out. o
' Nothing connts against that: Roberts
should have had all the women he want-
ed and could support, but he should
have faced the decent (?) world with
one wife, one howe, etc., and not
shocked the m(rﬁeaty of the Senate and
its incumbents by doing eqnarely what
they sneak around dark corners to do.

I tell you immorality is what ails us.
We want to ruin one man for being
honest to his beliefs, and living up to his
religion, be it social or orthodox, and
another.man doing the same thing in a
cowardly manner is feted and dined and
held up as an ideal of morality by the
ignorant and moral people.

Morality is the cure all. Men like
Roberts are beasts, 8o they say, but men
like Breckenridge are sympathized with
—it’s all in the way you do a thing.

Get thee morals, ye sinners, and then
have your harems galore, but have ’em
in a whisper.

We encourage you to rob every one
else, but not us; we will keep you, but
don’t be honest about your gain. And
above all : Don’t get found out.

Denver. Miss B. F. BRUkk.

z GOURTS.

Q. What are courts?

Legal tribunals.

Why do they exist?

For the benefit of the property
owner.

Anyone else?

The lawyer.

What do courts have?

Authority.

For what purpose?

To send the poor to prison.

Do the courte send the poor to
prigon?

Yes.

Why?

Because they have no inﬂuenca._
What do the courts do to the rich?
Keep them from going to prison?
How do they do this?

By pronouncing unconstitutional
all laws that are likely to give to
rich any trouble.

Are pot the courts ashamed of
themselves?

No.

‘What do they say?

They say they exist to administer
the lg#.

What does that mean?

It is all humbug.

Then what do the courts amount
to?

They are merely institutions for
oppressing the poor and protect-
ing the rich.

Is there no help ‘or this?

Not while the system of humbug
-and fraud upon which the courts
rest is maintained. —

‘Who makes the laws?

The corporations.
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