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Les géptembriseurs.
SEPTEMBER 2, 1792.

Rouse thée, Paris, from thy slumbers,
Brunswick marches on thy gates,
Breathing slaughter,-strong in numbers,
Clothed in vengeance by the Fates.
Up! as one man standing
For your homes and wives,
> Liberty demanding
At the risk of lives.

3 Ha! the tocsin pealing

Answers Brunswick’s threat,
Freedom's sons revealing
Paying long due debt.

Quick, ye brave! f
Country calls!
Come and save!
Whoe'er falls!
Though all tyrant kings unite
F_;'ance will answer in her might.

Rouse thee, Paris, caitiff dastards.
Revel in'thy prison cells,
Highborn lords and royal bastards,
Plotting halters, grape, and shells,
Think! O fathers! brothers!
Ere ye forward stept,
Daughters, sisters, mothers,
hall they be bewept ?
use not now nor falter
’Neath appalling fears
Of revengeful halter
Seen through blinding tears.
Up, ye men!
Dare and do!
Cleanse the den!
Crush the crew!
Who in revelry conspires
'Gainst your wives.and aged sires.

Rouse thee, Paris, native, stranger,
Pity cease, let Justice deal
Swift relentless asthy danger,
Though they cringe to thee and kneel;
Naught to thee be title,
Strike them swiftly down,
"Twould be thy requittal
From the rescued crown;
On; e'er onward sweeping,
Pierce each traitor heart,
Let their fear and weeping
But new strength impart.
Strike again!
Cut red tape!
Heap the slain!
Let none ’scape!
Though the gutters ruddy run
Let the needed work be done!

Rouse thee, Paris, higher heaping ;
Pile ye up the caitiffs slain,
"Tis the day of Harvest reaping,
Let no o'er ripe grain remain;
Grain, and weed, and stubble,
““My lord and lady-fdir,”
Who laughed at our trouble—
Reaped by strong arms bare;
Wheat in royal meadows,
Now but stubble reaped
Threshed in Death’s dark shadows,
And as harvest heaped.
Men of mark!
Pallid brow !
Livid, stark!
Plot ye now!
Rank that ‘would the wild wind sow
Rank where reapers whirlwinds mow!

Sleep thee, Paris, softly slumber,

What though Brunswick near thy gates?
Stalwart breasts the foe outnumber,

'iment of selfish injustice, and portray an-

AManly hearts defy the Fates;
Hearts in acclaim ringing
Thirst to meet the toe,
France as one man springing
In new harvests mow.
Death is not more fearful
For the high than low,
Terrors not more tearful
When ye reap than sow.
Terror, hail!
For thee room!
Lordlings wail!
: "Tis thy doom!
Harvest fields e'en now are white!
Reapers, wake! The dawn is bright!
—Dyer D. Lum.
T S
An Era of Transition.
v
THE SOURCE OF EXPLOITATION.
When we attempt to analyze cconomic
tendencies and estimate their probale effects
upon labor, it becomes an imperative duty
to describe in plain terms the relation be-
tween the capitalist class and the producers.
Lét it be clearly understood, however, that
thisby no means implies any animus against
individual capitalists, nor a desire to hold
up one class of the community as the embod-

other as virtuous worshipers of the scale-
holding goddess. Conditions beyond the
control of the individual, asa rule, determine
his social status. A man's place in the in-
dustrial order, be he laborer or boss, tramp
or plutocrat,is as much the result of circum-
stances as it is due to his own volition.
There is no merit in being a wage slave, no
sin in being an employer. The workingman
has no aim in life better or worse than the
multi-millionaire. Each has presumably tried
to seize such opportunities as have come
within his reach, and according to his capac
ity, utilized them to his own advantage.
There are rats amongst the workers and
benefactors of mankind in the capitalist
ranks. But these ethical considerations need
disturb us not in dealing with the economic
results of our industrial system. The capi-
talist as a man may be an Owen, a Ruskin,
or a Morris, but as a member of a class liv-
ing upon thé fruits of other people’s labor he
isananomaly that no society founded on jus-
tice could tolerate. And it isthis idealstate,
let it ever be remembered, that the Socialist
or the Anarchist thinker, in treating of things
as they are, has invariably in mind. When
he finds that social inequality is due, not to
natural differences, but to unequal oppor-
tunities; poverty the result, npt of idleness,
but of unjust distribution; wlljllth thefruits,
not of useful productive labor, but of the
moaopoly of natural resources and the con-
trol of the tools of industry, then the reform-
er,in comparing these features of‘the present

with his ideal conception of justice and free-
dom, very naturally, in terms often more!
forcible than polite, is impelled to condemn!
existing institutions. [

It has always appeared to methatnopart
of Socialist economicsis more unsatisfactory
than the explanation of the robbery of the
wage workers by the doctrine of surplus
value. We hear it said that the laborer gets
say, one-fourth or one-tenth—as it happens
to iit the occasion—of the wealth®he pro-
duceS. Onthestrength of the statement made
by eminent statisticians, that one-fourth
or one-third of the total national product
goes to the wage.workers and the balance
to the other classes, it is often asserted that
the laborer works say two hours for himself
and six for his employer. This six hours,
whose product the toiler fails to receive in
the form of wages, is consequently called
surplus.value, which is appropriated by the
boss. Now I believe suchastatemnnt is mis-
leading, and the argument based upon it en-
tirely falacious:

Nothing more is attempted here than an
accurate description of existing relations,
but to perform this task demands of us, as
far as may be, the putting aside of personal
bias, the impartial attitude of the unpreju-
diced investigator. To interpret the work-
ing of our industrial system does not require -
of us to judge thedifferent parties concerned.
The view, to which I have just taken excep-
tion, is one that implies an irreconcilable an-
tagonism between the employer, as such, and
the wage worker. Yet the facts of daily
observation fail to bear out this contention.
The &cneml conditions that favor the one
provetheneficial to the interests of the other.
Conversely circumstances that aredetrimen-
tal to one party are no less inimical to the
other. To establish this identity of interest,
within certain prescribed limits, it would be
casy to cite well known facts. For example,
that wherever wages are high and the wage
worker most favorably situated, there you
will find the employers most prosperous.
‘Does anyone contend that an American em-'
ployer makes less profit than a German or a
Japanese?

Understand, I do not deny that there ex-
ists somewhere a fundamental antagonism
of interests; I merely claim that it does not
reside in the relation of wage earner andem-
ployer. Nay, more. I admit that there is
often conflict between the two. Their inter-
ests clash.  War is declared. But the under-
lying causes are deeper than the relation of
the parties as employer and employed can
adequately explain. Doubtless the reader
has now in mind the strike in the steel indus-
try, and is prepared to cite it in opposition
to my argument. ILet me point out that
this strike is no simple dispute between the
boss and his help, but a contest between or-
ganized capital, on a scale hitherto unparal-
ledy and united labor, for a well defined prin-
ciple. On both sides it is a question of gen-
eral policy, not of immedidte pecuniary in-
terest. |

When there is sickness in the home the
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workingman calls in the physician; when
his daughter grows ambitious to manipu-
late the piano, he provides the instrument
and engages a teacher. (Yes, indeed, even if
his grocer goes unpaid!) In these instances,
which might be multiplied, where is the an-
tagonism between employer and employed ?

In strict economic language the terms cap-
italist ‘and employer are not synonymous.
The employer is the organizer of industry,
the one who adapts means to ends. Heis
the responsible agent of useful production.
In this capicity the wage workers cooperate
with him. The interests of both are alike as
against the rest of the community. When
business flourishes both reap the benefit,
when it lags both suffer. L

The employer may be a capitalist. Thatis
another matter. The capitalist is the owner
of wealth used in industry. His share of the
product is called interest. There is an irre-
concilable conflict between the producer who
works for wages and the capitalist who re-
ceives interest. Capital is a requisite of pro-
duction, but it is simply stored-up labor. It
is seldom, if ever, the stored-up labor of him
who owns it and draws the interest. Capi-
tal is nearly always the result of the labor
of the wage working class. The owners of
capital have, as a general rule, re-invested a
portion of the income which they derive from
industry. Thus is capital the result of sav-
ing. The one class saves what the other
class creates. This is the true relation of
capitalist and producer. Nowbeit I am not
prepared to vouch that it is so taught by
university professors.

In order to demonstrate the insufficiency
of the doctrine of surplus value, the idea
that the producer parts with the major por-
tion of the value of his product to his em-
ployer, which is the customary Socialistic
explanation of the process of industrial ex-
ploitation, it will be necessary to discuss
profit, rent, and interest. This will occupy
the next paper. Meanwhile it may be
pointed out that in numberless subtle ways
the laborer is deprived of the equivalent of
his toil. As I have before noted, the worker
is fleeced not only as a wage earner, but also
asaconsumer. Beforehe canobtain thecom-
modities and services he desires, to which his
money wages are merely a pass, he must
pay so many preferred claims, as it were,
profits of monopoly in various forms, that
he is fortunate indeed if his wages will
secure for him the equivalent of half the
actual value his labor has created. The
whole economic structure of society is hon-
eycombed with snares and devices for appro-
priating value without returning an equiva-
lent. Yet it can,I think, be made clear that,
however multifarions are the methods of
robbing the toiler, in the long run, the chiet
economic avenue through which the process
takes place is the channel of interest, resting
-on privilege and monopoly established by
law. } WaT TYLER.

HE D

A Few Words About Science.

I suppose the marked copy of the Stufled
Club which I received from FrREE SocieTy,
meant to call my attention to the criticism
on Kropotkin. Defending Kropotkin against
the blows of the Stuffed Club, if that were

the moon against those canine hordes which
misuse her rays to make night hideous. The
serenity of the Queen of Night on such occa-
sions powerfully suggests ability to care tor
herself. But Kropotkin especially represents
an element which is slowly and surely awa-
kening the reading public to knowledge of
this truth, that Anarchism is the spirit and
method of science applied to social problems;
while the Stufled Club stands well enough
for another, which is doing its best to dis-
seminate the delusion that Anarchism means
speculation without data and pretension
without substance.” The latter is so capable
of recruiting from that large class whose
notions of what science consits in are ex-
tremely hazy; and my relations to it have
xonsequent]y come to be so antagonistic,
thatIgladly accept an opportunity to point
the contrast between scienee in general and
this phase of the Movement in Favor of
Ignorance.

What is Science? A reply may very prop-
erly begin with Herbert Spencer’s remark
that there is no defineable line between
“‘science’” and ‘“‘knowledge "—much between
knowledge, or science, and theory. All men,
whatever their speculative opinions, agree
that the days are longer in summer than
winter. But all astronomy consists in very
similar truths. That iron will rust, that milk
will sour, that meat and vegetables will rot,
are chemical “laws.”” All chemistry is but
a larger body of like discoveries, conducted
with greater accuracy, and so arranged as
to shed light on one another. Bacteriology,
being the youngest of sciences, is a favorite
point of attack for the Movement in Favor
of Ignorance, which generally knows better
than to tackle old ones. But every house-
keeper is aware that the processes of cook-
ing, salting, pickling, preserving in sugar or
in alcohol, will to a great extent prevent the
decomposition of food substances. These
#re the elementary facts on which bacteriol-
ogy is founded. All antiseptic and antitoxin
methods—* all the serum fads’—are but ap-
plications of like facts, ascertained and sys-
tematized with greater care. - The prejudice
against science, whether cultivated by timid
theologians or their natural allies, word-
butchering quacks, becomes too absurd for
further consideration when we realize that
the sciences differ from the practical «arts
only in being emancipated from their nar-
rowness and routine; that the physical phi-
losopher follows exactly the same method
as the mechanic, the sailor, the cook, or the
farmer, but with a higher purpose—that he
aims at original discovery; they only at
getting a living by the application of what
has already been discovered. That method
which he has in common with them resolves
itself into two branches—direct observation
of natural phenomena, and experiment, by
which ‘phenomena are artificially varied
with a view to arriving at those relations
called their laws.  With this method words,
the capital of theologians, metaphysicians,
quacks and dupes have but little to do. The
cook is not made by the cookery book but
the kitchen; the surgeon is made by the hos-
pital and the * vivisecttion hell.” The only
use of text books to either is to save himthe
necessity of repeating old observations and
experiments; and even these will be all the

all, would be as officious as taking arms for

better for repeating, if he can without en-

croacinf'ng on the time which should be-given
new ones.

As to verbal controversy, it is wholly out-
side the scientific method. Its only use for a
scientist is to call back from itself to obser-
vation and experiment, those who have be-
come befogged with words. For the man
who believes that, for example, *‘temper-
ance, purity, cleanliness, fresh air, a con-
tented and cheerful spirit” will give ‘“bodily
health” to an individual with a broken leg,
the last word of science is, ‘¥ you think so
—try it!” From this it also follows that
formal logic, or the method of argument, so
much cultivated in theology and pre-scien-
tific times, is but littld to the scientist. Its
use is only to suggest new experiments, by
which the soundness of his hypotheses may
be tested.* Very notable indeed are the re-
sults sometimes. When Cuvier, fromasingle
bone of an extinct animal reconstructed the
entire skeleton, which afterwards proved to
be as he inferred; this was justly considered
a great triumph. But observe the difference
between Cuvier and a mere logician like
Jonathan Edwards, building up what in its
way was also a masterly argument upon
‘the unsound premises of theology. The
grand merit of Cuvier’s reasoning was in
the soundness of his hypothesis. The proof
of that merit was the verification by subse-
quent tests. If the tests had disproved the
hypothesis, Cuvier, asa scientist, would have
equally rejoiced to learn something; while
Edwards, as a theologian, would very likely
have been burnt rather than acknowledged
his theses reduced to absurdity, and might
rather therefore rejoice that it admitted no
experimental trial. Lavoisier’s disproof of
phlogiston by testing the logical results of
its- existence, was a step in the progress of
science as great-as Cuvier’s. The chemists
Priestley and Cavendish, who would not be
convinced, were universally held to have for-
feited their previous high scientific character
by obstinacy for which dogmatism, religious,
metaphysical, ethical, or political, .would
rather have honored them as martyrs. For
the temple of science, theory is mere scaffold-
ing, to be pulled down when it has done its
work.

This practical method of observation and
experiment—this thinking in Things not
Words, which constitutes Science, is adeadly
enemy of Humbug under every form. And
the enmity is mutual. Aristotle, really the
first systematic cultivator of science, though
the misunderstandings of his disciples have so
often caused him to be contrasted with its
great modern apostle Bacon, remarked that
human effort follows necessarily some one of
three volitions—to Make or Do, to Persuade, «_
and to Know (in the metaphysical sense, of
knowing the Absolute). They correspond
obviously—not in the above order—to the

* Accordingly speculations essentially metaphysical,
as materialism, idealism, egoism, altruism, Individual-
ism, though often put forward in the name of science,
have nothing to do with it. Based ona “view" of
Everything in General, they lead to Nothing in Partic-
ular, and thus admit no experimental test. The Indi-
vidualist, unlike the Anarchist, who affirms that all
law-making is pernicious, can never tell exactly what
he means by his first principle, “invasion should be
resisted’’; and we have no means of ascertaining how
this thecory would work in practise, because, for want
of clearness about what is to be considered “invasive, "

it never reaches any practical appplication atfall.

=~
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three divisions of human consciousness—the
Subject, the Object, and what Prof. Clifford
calls the Eject (the person whom the subject,
reasoning about the object, always supposes
himself to address). The classification may
also be vindicated in this way—among our
fundamental propensities, the desire of food
is the root of “doing,” that of sex at the
root of “persuading,” and fear at the root
of our desire to explain the awful mystery
which surrounds us. And from these thtee,
all our propensities are evolved. Now, it is
aﬁlerably open sectet that while the Object,
which science investigates, appears alike to
all, the Subject and Eject appear alike to no
" two individuals. Is their contemplation
therefore useless and pernicious? By no
means. All the pleasures of social inter-
course depend on being persuaded to see
friends and lovers as others do notsee them ;
all the pleasures of literature and art on see-
ing the infinite or absolute as others do not
see it. Humbug begins when the methods
of persuasion (social practices) are hardened
into rules, when the methods of universal
- contemplation (esthetic conceptions) are
crystalized into dogmas. To set up expres-
sions of the subject for those of the object—
‘that is humbug. Besides obstructing real
science by the intrusion of false, it spoils
those things put in the place of science for
their legitimate purpose. The volition to Do
or Make alone is progressive. Morals, the
art of social life, whose very essence is persua-
ding; esthetics, the art of beautifying, whose
soul is the volition to Know, can impréve
only as they condescend to learn of it. Why
then does Humbug in all ages flourish like a
greenbaytree ? Because it enablesthe knaves
to live upon fools! That kings and priests
may hamboozle nations, morals are tied to
the practises, and imagination to the super-
stitions of those ancestors who, we know,
were savages! ”

The volition to Do, operating by the sci-
entific method of induetion, advances stead-
ily. Since Bacon’s time its progress has
been rapid. It is mow gaining rather in
geometrical progression than arithmetical.
Ask what it has done for mankind, says
Macaulay, and the answer is ready. “It
has lengthened life; it has mitigated pain;
it has extinguished disease; it has increased
the fertility of the soil; it has given new
securities to the mariner; it has furnished
new arms to the warrior;* it has spanned
great rivers and estuaries with bridges of
form unknown to our fathers; it hasguided
the thunderbolt innocuously from heaven to
earth; it has lighted up the night with the
splendor of the day; . . . it has enabled man
to descend to the depths of the sea, to soar
into the air, to penetrate securely into the
noxious recesses of the earth, to traverse
the land with cars which whirl along with-
out horses, and the ocean in ships which
run ten knots an hour against the wind.
_These are only a part of its fruits and of its
first fruits.”” In the temple of science, every
story isafoundationfor anétherno Iess solid
than the base. Ask what humbug has done

for mankind; and the answer is equally
ready. It has withstood every step in this
progress, and still withstandsevery new step.
As its essence is a false pretense of knowl-
edge, every advance of knowledge drives it
back. Its many phases, kingcraft, priest-
craft, quackeraft, understand their common
interest. They quarrel for the spoil of their
dupes sometimes; but they are an unitin
resistance to the deliverer Science. Only in
one way can- the result of such a contest be
made doubtful—by enlisting the unintel-
ligent brute force of ignorance and prejudice
on the side of Humbug. Unhappily this has
sometimes been done successfully on quite
an extensive scale. In this way, the science
of antiquity was crushed by the Chuﬁ};. In
this way, the promising science of the Maho-
metan nations was blighted. In this way,
the Chinese, naturally a very inventive prac-
tical race, have been  degraded into “a
people of automata.” In this way, the
Catholic hations have been kept behind the
Protestant; with which, at the beginning|a
of the Reformdtlon they were fully equ'll
The Movement in Favor of Ignorance is
naturally, therefore, at all times, a move-
ment in favor of more laws—Comstock laws
against sexual science, vivisection laws
against medical science, etc.* For these
reasons alone, the tendency of science is An-
archistic. But there are others. Forced at
every step to fight ignorance and imposture
backed by authority, science by this time
has learned to question the origin and pur-
pose of authority. It finds authority in-
variably based on the specious pretense of

the powerful to protect the weak whom, in|

truth, they fleece. The plebeian does the
fighting ; the noble gets the plunder. The
tenant sows; the landlord reaps. The voter
chooses one set of politicians, and finds
them in league with the other. Man en-
slaves a woman, and begets the horde of
scabs and soldiers who are used to en$lave
himself. It you must have a law of God,
here is one. “So long as you seek to be
tyrants, you shall be slaves!”

Kropotkin’s explanation of the term nat-
ural law, was not, as the Stuffed Club man
imagines, an original trait of his animosity
to human law; for it was given long ago by
scientists not sufficiently advanced to have
any such animosity. And Kropotkin is far
too much of a positive thinker to engage in
controversies about the “ proofs” of a nat-
ural Lawgiver afforded by the nature of
atoms, Did the Stufled Cluh man ever see
an atom? If not, he knows nothing about
its nature. The existence of atoms is, for

¥ The quack’s whine about laws to compel s: llll!.dl’)
precautions and prohibit persons who do not know
enough to get diplomas from practising on the lives of
others, is like the theologian's miserable tu quoque.
“The theories of scientists differ as much as ours'!”
The man who upholds a scientific hypothesis as a
theologian does a dogma loses scientific caste by the
very spirit the other must exhibit in order to keep
theological caste. It dprtainly is not scientific to en-
force sanitation by law; for there is no vindication of
sanitary measures like letting neglect of them be fully
tried. To tolerate that, however, can be expeeted of
those whose own lives are endangered by their neigh-

bors’ reckl only on gondition of their heing very

* A benefit not to be despised, though Anarchy means
peace. Gunpowder has terminated fear of the barba-
rian and subjection to thearistocrat. Dynamite, using
that term comprehensively for all the rapid modern
agencies of destruction, may be destined to make the
rich man’s “strong city " his vulnerable point.

consistent Anarchists; which, of course, few are as yet.
Pending their becoming such, I will be inconsistent
enough, if it is inconsistent, to think alaw against
quackery much less obnoxious than a law against
surgery—which the quacks are in league with the
priests and zoophilisfs to have enacted.

some purposes, a very convenient hypothe--
sis—whether true or false makesnodifference
to its use, which is only to suggest a train
of reasoning leading up to new experiments, 3
whose results will be permanent whatever
becomes of the hypothesis. It may interest ©
our friend with the Stuffed Club to know
that this reasoning has already led to- such
conclusions “ as that, if there are atoms,
there must be more of them in a molecule of
protoplasm than there are stars in the sky;
and that their distance from each other
must be as great, for their size, as those of
the stars for theirs’. Every scientistregards
such results as somewhat grave reasons for
doubting whether the great hypothesis of
Democritus and Leucippus be.true.

C. L. JaMEs.

—_— —

A Summer Outing.

Being aware of a picnic to be held at Mil-
waukee by the German comrades on July 28,
a trio of us decided to take the trip. The
steamer reached the city at dawn, so we
were the first to arrive at the chosen place
on the shore of Lake Michigan, where Com="
rade Lutz had planted a red flag.

It is difficult in this commercial age to find
a spot where nature-loving folks can enjoy
themselves; but the grounds selected were
the most beautiful imaginable near a city. |
Not only did we enjoy chating and shaking |
hands with our new acquamtances as they i
arrived, but mdulged also in swimming; eat-’ t [
ing, drinking, ganmics, songs, and made time {
merry all around. 1

-Shortly atter the dinner hour Comrade |
Isaak was called upon to make a short in- I
formal talk. He briefly gave his experience
in the Anarchist movement, and called atten-
tion to the evils prevailing in our own ranks.
He dwelt particularly on the failure of An-
archist parents to imbue their children with
our ideas by abolishing punishment and all
sorts of arbitrary instructions. “Liberty
begins at home.” Let us teach our children
the philosophy of Anarchism not by mere
words, but by actions in our own homes.

Comrade Lutz followed with a few words,
regretting the indifference of the majority of
the comrades, and called attention to the |
fact that the difference of opinions on minor
questions, causes us often to forget to com-
bat our mutual encmy—the present system.

Comrade Moser also responded to my in- {
vitation, speaking on the evolution of the /
Anarchist ideal, and the futility of political
action to abolish obnoxious institutions.

The rest of the day was passed in lively
discussions and merry-making, till we had
to part from our congenial acquaintances— i
a merry and enthusiatic crowd, which we
hope to meet again. C.. PFUETZNER.

— g
Here and There.

Comrades of Paterson celebrated the first
anniversary of Bresci's daring act on Jlily 29,

The Associated Press reports that during
the commeration of King Humbert's ussas-
sination every known Anarchist in Rome
and throughdut the provinces was arrested
and kept under lock and key until the de-
parture of the royal couple. Numgrous ar-
rests were also made on the frontiers, and
tons of revolutionary literature seized.
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ANarRCHY.—A social theory which regards the union
of order with the absence of all direct government of
‘man by man as the political ideal; absolute individual
liberty.—Century Dictionary.

The Anarchist denies the validity of
the law, and calls upon all mankind to
rise up in a mass, and resist the execu-
tion of it.—Bentham (1791).

T P
Notes.

During -the summer months numerous of
our subscribers have allowed their subscrip-
tions to lapse, so that now there are a large
number of names on our list who are in ar-
rears. We hereby again send them a gentle
reminder. It takes funds to run a paper in
summer as well as in winter, The publishers
of FrReEE SocieTy have to devote all their
time to the getting out of the'paper, and
cannot keep the paper running without
means. Look at the number on the wrap-
per of your paper, and if it is less than 326,
your subscription has expised. Please re-
new at once. A small sum from each of
those from whom it is due, will make the
work an casier task, and not compel a few
individuals to carry on the whole work.

* *
*

Comrade A. Hamon, editor of L' Humanité
Nouvelle, asks us to announce that his new
address is 9, rue Garnier, a Neuilly-sur-Seine,
France.

P
Note and Comment.

From every quarter news comes of strikes
and labor troubles. What makes the pres-
ent tendency significant is the fact that in
almost no instance is there a demand for
higher wages only. The very life of the
unions is in many cases involved, as employ-
ers everywhere are taking the initiative
to crush labor organizations. Butthe work-
ers are found to be firm, and ready to fight
for their mutual protection and benefit.
This pressure brought to bear upon the
workers by the employers may prove more
disastrous to the employers than the work-
ers, for the latter retaliate by demanding
shorter hours and better conditions.

* *

“The whole trend of modern thought,”
said Professor Triggs, of the Chicago Uni-
versity, to his class in English literature,
“is towards Anarchism. Allfour great think-
ers display this tendency. Emerson, Walt
Whitman, Shelley, in fact,” all poets, are
adherents of Anarchism. The individual-
istic tone is the predominant in all our re-
” He further explained his
views in speaking to a reporter of the Chi-
cago American. ‘‘We are moving toward
Anarchism and individual freedom,” he' de-

clared. “Now,T don’t want you to under-

stand by that that I am an Anarchist. I
am merely commenting on the spirit of the
times. This is an age of industrialism, and
America is leading the way to a greatindus-
trial revolution, just as Europe inthe past
lead the way in political progress. - People
don’t care much for politics nowadays.”
Professor Triggs than gave a historical out-
line of facts which tend to show that politics
are ceasing to attract general attention in
social progress, as was the case during the
latter part of the cighteenth and first partof
the nineteenth centuries. In this connection
it is well to remember Comrade Kropot-
kin’s recent visit to Chicago, when he at-
tended a social arranged for him by the
pigfessors and students ot the University.
It "appears that he has led at least one dis-
tinguished person to see the light. May
the good work go on!

- *
-

““Scientific Socialism”’ has now suffered its
final_collapse. The Social Democratic Her-
ald, July 20, reprints with its approval an
article by Bernstein, contending that the
prefix “ scientific” is altogether out of place
with*“Sccialism.” It is to be hoped that
rthose Socialists who repeat glibly such words
as ‘‘class-consciousness,” * working class,”
“capitalism,” * production and distribu-
tion,” ““‘scientific Socialism,” ctc., will now
follow suit, and give a suffering public a rest.

* *
*

P

Quite a number of the German Socialist
papers have been publishing Zola’s ¢ Labor”’
in serial form. A late issue of the San Fran-
cisco Tageblatt informs us that the Vor-
wiirts, Berlin, has been censoring the novel
secretly. While the authorities of Germany
permit Zola's works to be published without
hindrance, the ever-growing conservatism of
the Socialist party editors applies the muti-
lating blue pencil. Another straw, which
sh&wvs us the way of the wind, and what we
can expect of the “coming slavery.”

- - N
* .

A comrade writes to us objecting to call-
ing Anarchist king-killers ‘‘assassins,” con-
tending that they are much rather ‘‘execu-
tionegs The fact is, that “‘execution’ has
beco‘{lc respectable because legal; and the
word “assassin’’ bears no opprobrium to
those who understand that legality does
not constitute a moral sanction to any act.
The evolution of words are to a certain ex-
tent an indicator of the evolution of ideas.
The word “despot” was once as respectable
as “prince” is at present; and the time will
come when “¢xecution” willbe as odious as
“despotism.” All honor to the Anarchist
assassin ! ABE Isaak JR.
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Is Society an Organism?

After reading the controversy between
Comrades Wight and Fox, Lam seized with
a desire to comment thereon myself.

I have noticed that whenever a Socialist
sets out to be very scientific he invariably
clinches his argument with the “social
organism.” This shibboleth of the Socialist
—'‘society is an organism’ —is put forth
with all the assurance of the politician when
he shouts, “ the consent of the governed con-
stitutes the just powers of thegovernment.”

Neighbor Wight tells us “society is merely

another name for an aggregation of human
beings.” Quite right; butcontinuing he says
‘“in proportion as any givensociety is organ-
ized it is a higher or lower organism.” Then
‘‘society” isn’t “an organism,” until we
organize this ‘ aggregation of human be-
ings.” If I rightly understand my neighbor
‘‘the highest attainable social organization”’
will be brought about when government as-
sumes absolute control of society.

He assumes that all our social conve-
niences have been brought about by this
‘“imperfect social organism.” It willbe per-
fect I suppose when the Socialists have cap-
tured the government. “There is little or
no organization,” he tells us, “when each
individual tries to provide for his own needs
by his individual effor't. . . When there is a -
division of labor, and each does that which
he is best adapted by natural ability and
environment, then society becomes organ-
ized.” I beg to correct my neighbor com-
rade. Organization must precede the divis-
ion of labor. The laborer as an organ is as-
signed his place in the organism. Now my
neighbor may deny that this is his ideal,
that he simply wants a mutual interest co-
operation, that his ‘ organization” issimply
for the perfection of this cooperation.

Will our comrade contend for an organiza-
tion based upon voluntary cooperation?
Then he ‘is an Anarchist, and should study
what Herbert Spencer says: “The sponta-
neous cooperation of men in pursuit of per-
sonal benefits will adequately work out the
general good.” He finds that *for subserv-
ing material needs, theactions of individuals
stimulated by necessity, and made quick by
competition are demonstrably adequate.”
“When each individual tries to provide for
his own needs,” there may be no organiza-
tion, but there is what is better—individual
initiative. Organization is subversive ot all
this, and I take our comrade’s definition,
‘‘an entity that is organized—that has or-
gans or instruments of use.”” Many of our
Anarchists contend for organization; but
they fail to comprehend the meaning of the
term. Organization is but another name for
government; acentral authority converting
the individual into organs or instruments of
use. The “social organism” will exist’only
when society is merged in government.

I am aware that there is among Anarch-
ists an idea of a social organism. Herbert
Spencer, an Anarchist as opposed to Nation-
alism, has written an essay on it, but there
is no comfort in it for the Socialist in his
analogy. Hc says: “It is well that the
lives of all parts of an animal should be
merged in the life of the whole; beause the
whole has a corporate consciousness cap-
able of happiness or misery. But it is not
so with a society: since its living units do
not and cannot lose individual conscious-
ness; and since the community as a whole
has no corporate consciousness.” Proud-
hon believed in a social organism. He says:
“Society is perpetual motion. It does not
require to be wound up; and it is unneces-
sary to beat time for it. It has its pendu-
lum and its spring is always wound up. An
organized society needslaws as little as law-
givers. Laws are in society as a spider’s
web in a beehive. They only serve to catch
the bees.”

This social organism of Proudhon, like
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John Locke’s state of nature, “teaches all
mankind who will but consult it that all
being equal and independent, no one ought
to harm another in his life, health, liberty
or possessions”; and he further states that
man ‘“hath by nature a power not only to
preserve his property, that is hislife; liberty,
and estates against the injuries and at-
tempts of other men, but to judge of and
punish the breach of that law in others.”
That is to say, soctety is true to itself when
under the dominion of no man, or men. As-

' sociation creates its laws and engravesthem

upon the hearts of the people. Comrade
Wight would have “no word against lib-
erty.” But the organization he sighs foris
the death of liberty. What has an organ to
do with liberty ? Is it not an instrument of
the will of the organism? Can an organ be
governed and be free? The cooperation of
organs obeys a central will. - It is never vol-
untary. It 4s the result of government.
But the cooperation of individuals may be
voluntary, spontaneous, and require no gov-
ernment. organization. This is Anarchy,
liberty, and it is essential to true coopera-
tion. Cooperation under the ‘“social organ-
ism” should read coercion.

Oscar Wilde, whom our comrade bids us
read, was never a State Socialist. He spoke
up grandly for liberty. There must be no
compulsion. *“If the Socialism is authori-
tarian; if there are governments armed with
economic power as they are now with pol-
itical power; if, in a word, we are to have
industrial tyrannies, then the last state of
man will be worse than the first.”

Let our comrade question himself: would
not his Socialism arm the ““social organism”’
with economic power like unto the political
power of government? Liberty may be
‘““the one fitting ornament for the rich gar-
ment of fraternity,” but it will never orna-
ment society under the ‘““social organism.”
Read Oscar Wilde. ‘It is only in voluntary
associations that man is fine.”

Wellesly Hills, Mass. A. L. BaLrou.

— ) ——

A Socialist’s Position.

As Mr. Fox has takenupon himself the task of pound-
ing Socialism, it is my purpose as a subscriber to cast
a ray of light upon the subject, so that the laymen in
our movement may understand what we are “driving
at.” I propose to give an explicit and comprehensive
definition of the term “‘Socialism™ as understood by
and embracing the proposition of the “ political Social”
ist”” (if you desire so to designate us).

Socialism is that system or proposition which
stands for the reconstruction of the economic condition
in civilized society upon a basis that will make of every
man, woman, “and child an equal copartner in land
and the social tools ofproductimMcrenge to
so-called civilized society, and fthe la teols in
use by such society. Our critjcs should bear in mind
that this is the goal of *‘poHti Socialists,” and
should confine their criticisms within this boundary.(1)

I maintain that the Cooperative Commonwealth in-
stituted upon such basis would tend to the equal bene-
fit of cvery iudividual human being within the com-
munity. That he should expect more or get less,
would be doing injustice to society, of which he ig:m
integral part. Civilized man is a very much dependent
being. (2) >

If we admit the law of progress, we must also admit
that man has progressed, and that civilization as it is,
good, bad or indifferent though it may appear to some,
of us, is an improvement upon the past; and isin its
nature an evolution bringing in its wake a higher de-
gree of intelligence, that secks expression as manifested
at all periods within the few, who in turn are, how-
ever, simply the creatures of their environment and
acquire their knowledge as a result of that environ-

ment; being ever dependent for the utilization of their
““supreme” or “ superior " knowledge upon the will or
“eaprice” (if so you wish to style it) of the active
majority sentiment in their community. (3)

To assume that the individual is greater than the
*“herd,” is to also imply that the “individual” posses-
ses and embodies a greater quantity ‘of intelligence
thanthe *“herd " combined. (4) Sucha propositionisfal-
lacious, and easily refutable; for it that be a fact, then
it must be demonstrated that knowledge is innate;
that man does not depend upon his physical environ-
ment for his understanding of physical things; that he
is the embodiment of perfection; that he is in fact a
self-conscious independent entity, voluntary in his acts
and in his relationship. Prove this, Mr. Fox, and you
demolish the Socialist proposition in a “jiffy.”

If you Mr. Fox and [ (in the social sense) are not
mutually dependent upon ecach other for our wants,
our aims, our aspirations, then the “social organism”’
is a farce and indi\%ual sovereignty is a fact. (5)

You eriticise Mr.§Wight's ““stomach troubles,” and
say ‘‘such an ideal is worthy of the fellow with the
long snout.” Is it not a fact, Mr. Fox, that “stomach
troubles” are primary essentials of material ex

Can “humanity aim higher” before the digesti
organs are replenished? Is not the object of life first
existence, and second happiness ?

When man's intelligence will have developed a condi-
tion that by the iaere inhalation of the atmosphere
environing him, he will be cn:n)alcd to perpetuate his
physical existence, then Mr. Fox'and those who agree
with him may have some grounds for such contention ;
but until then the “political Socialist” will hold fast
with both.fect on the ground, and agitate for better
material conditions. M. KarLax.

COMMENT.

1. In my comment upon Wight I said
that if the Socialists got a hold of things we
Anarchists would have to “come in” or
or clse “get off the earth.”” Now my friend
Kaplan rises to state that the Socialists
only intend appropriating that portion of
the earth which contains * so-called civilized
society” and its ‘“‘social tools of produc-
tion.”” I thank friend Kaplan for this cor-
rection; and I am more than grateful to
the Socialists for being permitted to remain
on the earth, even though it be that I will
have to take to the woods, and dwell with
the savages.

Notice how “&pﬁcit and comprehensive”’
his definition of Socialism is. Definitions
like that we have by the score, and none of
them are worth the paper they are written
upon so long as they do not give us some
idea of the conditions of equal copartner-
ship.

2. And Anarchism proposes to make of
him a very much independent heing, by
teaching him to be a man and stand erect
and alone, and for the first time in his * civil-
ized " history cease heing a pillar of institu-
tions ; for institutions enslave him.

3. Itis a serious mistake to say that the
utilization of superior knowledge depended
upon the majority sentiment. The majority
sentiment is always opposed to the utiliza-
tion of superior knowledge. The few must
utilize it first; and later when the majority
has seen the thing working it may approve
or not. Who will say the majority favored
the utilization of bloomers?  If a vote were
taken upon the question tomorrow, I bet
they would be condemned.

4. I would like to know where I have
ever said even by implication that one man
standing alone was greater than ten men
standing together. What 1 have said, and
{will say again, is that the one man stand-
(ing alone has, in equity, as much right to
"the earth and its fruit as any one of the in-
'dividuals who compose the ten. As to the

wisdom of the ten compared with the one,
the lone man’s ideas are unadulterated—
they are his own. The ideas coming from
the ten—the herd—are either the i#deas of
the wise man among them, or what is

worse, a compromise betWween him and one-

or more of the mediocre minds of the crowd,
whose ideas, because of their mediocrity,
were best liked by the “herd.” The wisest
man may be the one who shuns the herd;
and if he should happen to be within it, his
ideas will not be understood, and before the
herd gives them to the world as tis own, it
will have adulterated them. Schiller was
thinking on this line when he wrote of the
herd: “Each of them taken singly id pas-
sably gifted with reason; let them assemble
and straight into a blockhead he becomes.”

5. If I need groceries and you need black-
smithing, and we mutually and voluntarily
exchange those commodities, what ever
measure of interdependence it may show, it
certainly does not show the existence of, nor
the necessity for aisocial organism. Read
Ballou’s article in this issue, and answer to
Wight in next week’s issue. Jay I“)\'

s
Here and There.

Comrade Berkmann was visited last Mon-
day by II. Gordon of Pittsburg. Hereports
that the prisoner looks well and is hopeful.
Recently a new commutation act went into
cffect in Pennsylvania, according to which
Berkmann will have three years and eleven
months more to serve. Ie now has a toler-
able situation, and thinks that if allowed to
retain it, hé¢ will be strong enough to enduré
the rest of his time.

The steel worker's strike was not settled,
as was reported last week,  The trust with-
drew the terms submitted, and M organ is
said to have declared that they willconsider
no proposition except that the men return
to work on the old conditions. President
Shaffer of the Amalgamated Association has
called upbn all the workers employed by the
steel trust to strike. The steel workers have
the support of the American Federation of
Labor.

San Francisco is now in the midst of a
labor war. The teamsters are on strike,
and nearly all traflic is stopped. The full
membership of the City Pront Federation
has resolved to refuse to work at the docks
of San Francisco, Oakland, Port Costa, and
Mission Rock.

The rapid rate at which benevoleut assi-
milation is progressing in the Philippines
mustgive joy to the heart of the imperialist.
Twenty teamsters employed in Manila by
the quartermaster’s department are in jail
on’bread and water, because they dared to
stop working. On June 18, several of fhem
were ordered to break stone, for which they
were not hired, and they refused. For this
they were jailed, and refused trial or coun-
sel, and in addition were read a lecture by
Captain Terrett of the Eighth Infantry on
the *“ Crime of Being a Civilian.”

The press reports the arrest of an Anarch-
ist named Galliotti in Viedkon, Switzerland,
for an alleged plot to assassinate Queen
Dowager Maria Pia of Portugal. It is
rather queer that we always hafeto learn
of these “plots” from the capttadist press.
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History of the French Revolution.
XVIII it

During the 11th, a crowiassombled to

demand the heads of the Swiss. Vergniaud

denounced them as ‘““cannibals.” Danton

pacified them by an assurance that all re.

" sponsible for yesterday's tragedy would be

tried. This included very particularly the
king and queen. That night they were
guarded by-jailors, and their friends ex-
cluded from the monastery. At length they
were removed to the Temple in care of the
new Parisian Commune. The Temple, near
the site of the Bastile, (named from Solo-
mon’s shrine at Jerusalem), was originally
the fortress of those brave and pious cru-

\/ﬁader-kmghts whom a former French-sov-

ereign plundered and destroyed. It had re-
cently been the residence of D’Artois. But it
was a gloomy tower, each story occupied
by the royal family consisting of one room
thirty feet square, with narrow windows
darkened by stone screens and iron bars.
The doors were iron, and so low that a man
could not enter without stooping. During
two months, the cost of the king’s kitchen
still amounted to $5,749. Butas Paris wa

full of royalist plots, he saw no friends fmm
outside except one cook and his faithful
valet Clery. Commissioners were now sent
the army to announce what had been done,
and remove doubtful generals. Lafayette
imprisoned the commissioners, and, with his
soldiers, rencwed the constitutional oath.
This was made known inParis onthe 17th.
He was, of course, outlawed immediately.
In these times of general wakening, the man
fares worst who sleeps best! Lafayette
discovered that the army, though it had
sworn to stand by him, would not; and on
the 19th, after doing his best to provide re-
sitance against the enemy, he fled to expiate
his pedantries in the dungeons of Olmutz. *
The constitution contemplated its own
amendment by a Convention, still to be
clected. The recent acts of the Assembly
were, accordingly, not legal, but capable of
being made so. As an excuse for not doing
them sooner, this was a paltry quibble: it
may pass as a reason for resolving now up-
on a new clection and adjournment; which
the Assembly did.  The Convention was to
meet on the 20th of September.  Meanwhile
the Assembly played at being the govern-
ment; and continued to do what it was told
by the new Commune of Paris, itself the
organ of 4hat mob which first rose to the
necessities of the hour. The self-denying
ordinance did not apply to the Convention.
It was sure to consist largely of men who
had been in the States General.  Whether

a2 lhs treatmeut fully Iullbll’ﬂ{((l lhn -;nnt of that re-
action against which Paris rose with such terrific en-
ergy. He was arrested in the neutral State of Licge;
sent first to Wesel, and afterwards to Magdeburg. The

~Prussians objected to the odium of keeping him, and

transferred him seeretly to Austria.  The sovereigns of
both were in the field, with headguarters at Mainz.
They must, therefore, be held personally responsible.
At Olmutz he was denied all news of his family or the
political situation; and not-allowed knives or folks,

lest he should attempt Suicide. He had vanished as

completely as any Bastile prisoner, till a physician
named Bollman succeeded in tracing him out. In Eng-
land there was much indignation. Colonel Tarleton,
who fought against Lafayette in America, expressed it
in the House*of Commons. Burke, however, was im-
placable. It was very reluctantly that Austria, I'uur

.years later, gave up her prey to Bonupnru

-~

it worked any better on that account, is a
thing to be considered in due season. We
may remark that the Committee of Watch-
fulness (afterwards Public Safety) which
furnished a_model for its principal bureau,
was organized by the new Commune, be-
fore it displaced the old one.

The day after Lafayette’s flight, Longwy
was besieged by the Prussians. Bombard-
ment béegan on the 21st; on the 24th, after
fifteen hours’ heavy fire, the city was evac-
uated. Lafayette, as 1mapable in war as in
politics, had put his army behind strong
fortresses, Lille, Sedan, etc., against which
the Austrians could in no case have done
anything, leaving open at his rear thjs way
for the greater host of Prussia, which they
aided. But outside positivescience, methods
move in circles. ‘The Prussians, since the
Seven Years’ War, had adopted the dilatory
strategy of Daun, the Austrians to some ex-
tent the bold tactics of Frederick. While
Hohenlohe, and Clairfayt from the north, in-
vested Thionville, Brunswick moved with
the deliberation of a McClellan. It was
not till the 30th that he appeared before
s| Verdup—some even say September 2; but
that is wrong. Meanwhile Dumouriez, who
had taken Lafayette’s place, was bringing
his 27,000 men in front of Brunswick’s 90,-
000, under protection of the swamps and
mountains talled Argonne, which lie north
and south between Sedan and Ste. Mene-
hould—drained by the Aire and Aisne to
cast and west., Verdun might have resisted
a féew days; but the people and garrison
were mostly monarchists;* so the capitula-
tion was without blood. The commandant,
Beaurepaire, blew his brains out, after re-
proaching the other officers with their base-
ness. The conventionality of Brunswick's
movements still- gave Dumouriez time to
take up ground. The same few days were
decisive also in Paris. The news from Long-
wy excited the'utmost consternation. Ro-
land proposed abandoning the metropolis;
others, calling in the armies to fight before
its gates. Then it was that Danton, the
Mirabeau of the mob, proved the mob to
know what was needed from a military as
well as a political point of view. Paris
must not be abandoned ; and Paris must be
defended at the frontier, not the gates. Un-
fortunately the majority, even in Paris, was
royalist rather than republican, and royal-
ists could not be too trusted toabstain from
taking arms against the nation in Paris it-
self as soon as the defenders sallied forth.
The logic of democracy required that the
majority should rule. But Danton did not
intend that any logic might let France be
conquered by foreign armies. In a speech
which swept the Assembly before it, he pro-
posed thatall suspected persons be arrested,

* Some royalist women who went to welcome the
king of Prussia, were guillotined during 1794, But
certain tumbrilsful -of little girls were not. (Tumbril
means the old fashioned country wagon, which served
during the Revolution as a * Black Maria,” and carried
victims to the guillotine.) Only two children are
knowrn to have taken part in the demonstration—their
names were Barbe Henri and Claire Taboiullet—and
their youth availed to protect them. Beaurepaire shot
himself in his own house about 2 p. m., at which time
the message of surrender had been sent. Its immediate
certainty’s being reported in Paris the same day, Sunday
the memorable 2d of September, was a detail founded,

doubtless, on prévious approach of the advance guard.

h3

"all arms and good horses seized, all soldiers

sent to the front, and all towns instructed
to follow the example (August 28). The
Commune, anticipating the Assembly, as
usual, had already closed the gates. All
people were now ordered to stay at home.
All the places of business were shut. The
defenders of Longwy, arriving at 7 p. m. on
the 29th, were told.they should have died!
Three hours later, patrols, each of sixty
pikemen, began going from house to house.
Before the 31st dawned, at least 3,000 sus-
pects were in prison. Danton, scorning to
mince, had said it must be done if there were
thirty thousand! Among noteable persons
arrested now or earlier, were Sombreuil,
Lamballe, and the intriguing poet Cazotte.
On Sunday, September 2,it was known that
Verdun had fallen or must quickly fall. That
Dumouricz had effectually closed the Ar-
gonne, was not. Thionville indeed resisfed
bravely,—a wooden horse hoisted on the
walls announced, “I'll eat my oats when
you get in.” But at Paris the report went
that Brunswick was rushing on, leaving
places like this, masked, behind him—that
he was only three days’ march away.
About 5 p. m., the black flag was raised on
public buildings, as a signal of extreme dan-
ger. All the bells were set ringing. Every
sixty seconds, the boom of a cannon pealed
over the frantic city. At the Assembly’s
door, Vergniaud explained the terrible rea-
son to excited crowds. Sixty thousand vol-
unteers were called for—not in vain. Be-
fore the trembling Assembly, Danton’s voice
of thunder proclaimed: “ Legislators! what
you hear is not an alarm. It is the charge
against your enemies! To conquer them,

to hurl them back, what need we? De lau-

dace, de Paudace ! toujour de 'audace! (To
dare, only to dare, and always to dare!)”
About this supreme moment (3 p. m.) a dis-
mal rumor began to circulate. It was said
that as soon as the soldiers marched, those
twenty seven thousand missing royalists
would appear, and Paris become a spoil to
fire and sword! The idea was just about
as absurd as that Catiline meant to burn
Rome, or that ““the Papists” did burn Lon-
don; but there is no reason to say Danton
played the part of Cicero or Shaftesbury.
Even the story about his mutteringa threat
interpreted by later events, is ill-attested.
The report, as paralyzing as if it had been
true, unless, instead, it should become mad-
dening, sprang from danger, excitement,
royalist bombast, and treachery, for which
those who suffered the consequences are
alone to blame. A man pilloried on Friday,
the day after Brunswick reached Verdun,
had persisted in threatening all which
people feared; until they guillotined him.
Admidst that tumult raised by such alarm-
ing tidings, six carriages passed through a
throng,eachcarrying non-juring priests from
the Hotel de Ville to the Abbaye (prison).
Men began to mutter, *“ Here Kre the traitors
who intend to murder our wives and chil-
dren while we are in the field.” At the door
of the Abbaye, the prisoners having drawn
up the carriage blinds, an angry crowd
began to pull them down. A quick-tem-
pered priest about to get out, struck with
his cane an unoffending hand—then an ob-
structive head—twice. Lo, the Promethean

spark has passed into that Frankenstein

'S
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monster which Church and State have
made! he rises to destroy his creator! In a
few moments all the nonjurors were mas-
sacred, except a famous one, of whom we
shall hear again. At the Carmeliéeconvent,
a hundred and fifty more were under re-
straint. A cry arose, “To the Carmelites,
to the Carmelites!”” The mob, which did
not consist of above two hundred persons,
ran thither and murdered all the prisoners.
Back to the Abbaye it came’ next, furious as
a tiger after the intoxicating taste of blood,
A jailor jumped on a stool, and-asked the
populace if they would not distinguish the
innocent from the guilty? They immedi-
ately organized a tribunal, of which Mail-
lard was president. Similar ones were
formed almost simultaneously for other
prisons. Municipal officials were found to
sanction them. The Section Committee sat
in the Abbaye (Sicard). At La Force, the
president, Chepy, was assisted by Hébert
and D’Huillez, members of the Commune.
Anti-revolutionary writers say such things
as that “ of course, there was no real trial.”
But the following details tell a different
story., Maton, a prisoner at La Force,
gives his experience. He, had three cell-
mates. All were discharged at once. He
alone was brought before the court—and
acquitted. Abbé Sicard, inventor of the
deaf and dumb alphabet, * recognized by a
person named Moton at the Abbaye door,
was that one priest who got in alive. He
shared a cell with two men, who concealed
him. Both weredischarged. Sowas Sicard
himself; on being found, and identified
again. There were 3,000 persons just ar-
rested for treason, we remember—some say
4,000. The Judge Lynch of Paris applied
his style of justice also to the Swiss—180 in
number,—and the common felons, of whom
one class, counterfeiters, were sure to die if
convicted. What was the sum/‘of murders
or executions in Paris? One thousand and
eighty-nine—a fearful total: but in gross,
therefore, as in tale, we find much more
than three acquitted or remanded t for each
one put to death! The process lasted four
days. Witnesses were heard ; and many seem
to have attended. Danton was one. He
saved several lives—among them. those of
Dupont, Berardier, and Charles Lameth.
The political culprits (subject to interroga-
tion by the laws of France) were asked such
things, as to what party they belonged ?

* The holy monk Pedro Ponce (died 1584 ), first
taught deaf and dumb boys to talk and write. Bonet
about half a century later, wrote a treatise on this
philanthropic problem. Wallis, in England, about 1661,
devised a rude sign language. His contemporary Dal-
garno produced a work which contained the germ of
the two-handed letters. Baker, son-ih-law to Defoe,
taught many children by means of this. Braidwood,
about the end of the century, established a school; ar_xi:l
the good work never after ceased to be prosecuted.
But these projectors generally, like some Germans, and
the French Deschamps, were misled by the tempting
but almost impracticable scheme of teaching mutessto
articulate. De I'Epee, contemporary with Deschamps,
gave that up and confined himself to signs. He died in
1789, lamented and adored By Paris and the Assembly.
Sicard was his pupil, but improved on his methods. His
signs, being rather ideographic than phonetic, are not
the basis of the present system; but he was the first to
show practically that definite ideas could be expressed
by gestures easily understood.

+ This was rare, The vigilants proposed to “empty
the prisons,” and generally released those they did not
convict.

Whether they could throw any light on roy-
alistplots? Whether they would swear alle-
giance to the de facto government? The
worst who did the latter, seem to have been
discharged (see below the case of Lambelle).
So also were non-jurors who spoke frankly.*
“We do not punish -opinions,” Maillard
said. On the other hand a lie was fatal;
and - influence for proved conspirators did
not usually count ( Jourgniac, ‘““Agony of
Thirty-Eight Hours”). Sometimes, however,
compassion prevailed against evidence. Ca-
zotte (soon afterwards guillotined by regu-
lar authority) was spared this time to his
daughter. M. de Sombreuil, ex-governor of
the Invalides, was cleared by testimony of
the old soldiers. The fable that Mlle. de
Sombreuil said they were republicans, and
drank a glass of aristocrats’ blood to prove
it, may have been suggested by Cazotte’s
case.t A ghastly style of dignity and con-
sideration for weak nerves pervaded this
sanguinary jail delivery. The tribunal sat
indoors. The words, “ Monsieur must go to
La Force—to the Abbaye,” meant death
outside. But this Monsieur did not know.
Much oftener, as we see,—oh History, what
lies have been told in thy name!—the form
of acquittal was rendered, thus, “ Monsieur
may go—Vive-la Nation!” Every person
cleared received an ovation. When a mis-
understanding threatened the life of one,
Maillard ran out among the pikes and
saved him at fisk of his own. Yet ‘‘histor-
ians” had the impudence to call this Rhada-
manthus and his’ cacodzemons ¢ assassins
hired by Danton’’; and this absurd slander
still contindes to be insinuated!i Unim-
peacheable royalist testimony shows they
refused gifts. No women suffered at the Ab-
baye, though there were many there. At
La Salpetriere, where the Lamotte did her
penance, thirty-five (counterfeiters, it seems)’
were butchered.§ The queen’s ladies, ex-
cept some who had been already discharged,
were in La Force. It appears that Hébert,
whom they call so blood-thirsty, saved all
except the Princess Lamballe (brought from
the Temple, August 19.) Her fate was the
crowning horror. Against the queen’s ad-
vice, she had left a safe retreat in Normandy
(a misunderstanding of the name Bizy has
made some say Provence), and had come to
share her mistress’ peril. By the multitude,
she was scarcely less hated—on account of
her intrigues in England. But the judges
tried to screen her. After she had refused
the oath, her escort to the fatal door said,
“Cry ‘Vive la Nation!’ and you will be all
right.” Some say she uttered an exclama-

* Weber, the queen’s foster-brother, e. g., and Molle-
ville, who was to have aided her escape. See also
Jourgniac’s ““Agony of Thirty-Eight Hours,” and
Maton's *‘ Resurrection.”

t Sombreuil was afterwards guillotined. He had a
son; who was among those royalists kicked down-
stairs for bringing concealed weapons to the Tuileries,
and was now fighting in Vendée.

t Maillard gave the executioners certificates ad-
dressed the Commune, that they had a claim for their
services. Al property found on the slain, they had
accounted for. Yet Sergent says that Marat indig-
nantly refused ter honor these drafts. This may be
true—it was like Marat to think such work should be
gratuitous. A reason for doubting the story is that
Marat was not a ber of the icipal govern-
ment, though his patriotic reputatior. procured him a
certain informal place in the deliberations.

§ Madame Roland has stated that they were rav-

ished. It is somewhat natural to ask how she knew ?

tion of reproach on seeing the blondy heaps;
others that she stood petrified, and her
silence was taken for defiance. Ablow from
a sabre struck her down. Her body was
mutilated—like a male traitor’s—her head

carried to the Temple on a pike, about,
Which the beautiful hair still curled. Before '

those windows, had hbeen signalled yester-
day, “ Verdun is taken!” The guards pro-
tected the royal family from seeing the hor-
rible reply of Paris! But they could not get
rid of the furious crowd till delegates had
been admitted to make sure the prisoners
were safe; and one of these had the brutal-
ity to tell them what the sight was. Two
hours later the queen still remained stand-
ing in a cataleptic st%c; so that Pétion’s
secretary, who came with a message to
Louis, was surprised at what he thought
her respect for “la loi”! (September 3). All
defenders of the Tuileries were massacred.

‘‘ The St. Bartholomew of the Revolution '’
will sustain no comparison with that of the
monarchy either in extent or atrocity. It
was confined to four- cities==Paris; Ver-
sailles, where fifty perished, among them De
Brissac; Meaux, and Rheims, in the track of
the invading army. It was a savage but
not a treacherous crime. It sprang, with-
out premeditation, from the passions of a
moment, principally from panic. There is
no reason to believe a single life was saeri-
ficed to private emnity or cupidity. Men
observed, that no enemy of Danton’s suf-
fered. Above all, the patriots did not boast
ofit. No paintings, no medal, no jubilee,
commemorated a deed of which all radicals
and Frenchmen had some reason to be
ashamed. Two men were hanged for the
murders (eight about) at Rheims. On the
other hand, it is evident that no one ob-
jected much—tillallwasover. Santerre,com-
manding the Guards, put off Roland, who
did not insist. The Assembly, with the ma-
chinery of government in their will, and an
army at their call, made no serious effort to
stay the hands of a few score men and
women with only swords and pikes, dur-
ing the four days” bloody work. Theymade
it capital to keep arms atd not enlist. The
Commune of Paris put forth that circular
in which its example was recommended to
others. Soon, however, reproaches and re-
criminations began. The army expressed
disapprobation of an act likely to aggra-
vate the horrors of war.* The grotesque
epithet Septemberer or Septembrist, hecame
one of dire abuse. Marat was vchemently

Lupbraided for having signed the circular of

Paris. Chabot, an ex-friar, defended him
with the following churchly logic: “It is
well known that the plan of the aristocrats
has always been and still is, to make a gen-
eral carnage of the common people. Now
as the number of the latter is to that of the
former in the proportion of ninety-nine to
one, it is evident that he who proposes to
kill one to prevent the killing of ninety-nine
is not bloodthirsty.” C. L. James.
(Continued next week.)

* Louis Philippe came to Paris with their cmuplnints:
Danton told him he did not undertand the situation at
Paris,—must mind his military duties, and not talk
too much; but by and bye he would he king, for the

French did not want a republic. The “ Carmagnoles " -

were much annoyed by the cold reception they met in
campgand said, not without justice, that the army
needed purging as well as the city, Dumouriez re-
proached the most turbulent with their. recent crime,
and threatened instant death unless they obeyed, They
did not come to fight Frenchmen but Prussians, and
soon de\'sl(xlxll into the hest troops Europe had ever
seen.

+ There is really more than casuistry in this. At
Nantes or Lyons, a few judicious executions, just then,
might have saved much bloodshed later. A recent ex-

cerpt from some official document reduces the slaughter
in Paris to 966, ;
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For Chicago.

An important business meet-
ing-is to be held next Wednesdév,
August 14, at 515 Carroll Ave.
All comrades who have the prop-
aganda at heart are cordially in-
vited to attend.

For Boston.

A Day or LIBgr rv.—Inter-
national picnic on Sunday, Aug.
18, on the beauiiful farm and wild
woods of Comrade Buitta at New-
ton Upper Falls. Music by the
mandolin and guitar club of Lynn,
and singing by our famous tenor
Comrade Lippi. Dancing and all
kinds of games can be arranged
free from outside interference.
Refreshments and eatables can be
purchased on the grounds.

Directions.—Take subway cars]
for Newton Boulvard. There take
cars for Norumbega Park and ask
conductor for transfer (free) to
Newton Upper Falls. Ieave Up-
per Falls car at Oak St., where
guides will conduct parties to the
farm. Fares 10 cents each way.
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Justiae of the State.

Is there not something radi-
cally wrong, something absurd
even and outrageous in our whole
judicial system? The innocent
suffer more frequently than the
guilty, and men are tried daily
for crime not because they are
known to be guilty, but to ascer-
tain whether they are guilty or
not. Wherein does this method
differ from “the tortures inflicted

» |allowed to continue ?

duaring the Dark Ages to make
men confessthat they were guilty,
whether they were so or not?
The court and its officers have
too many privileges accorded
them. They are never better
than ord‘mary men, and some-
times they are known to be worse.

Where do you see bloodthirsti-
ness exemplified in a more strik-
ing manner than in the case of
officers of the law in pursuit of
what they term a fugitive from
justice ? What tricks, what frauds,
what stratagems are bronght into
play in conrt to prove a man
guilty! What pertinacity on the
part of the officers in their efforts
to convict the prisoner! Then
consider the motives that prompt
theése officers to pursue the course
which they adopt, Sometimes
it is pride of opinion, sometimes
desire for fame and sometimes
thirst for gain. Sometimes it is
spite, and sometimes it is igno-
rance or stupidity. Alas! from
what a detestable source.does our
boasted justice spring ! And then
how craftily, how sneakingly and
unfairly does the State proceed in
in weaving its net around the
poor victim |  How was it in the
case of Robert Forburg just tried
and acquitted ?  Did the prosecu-
tion proceed openly and fairly, in
its efforts to convict the prisoner ?
No, most certainly not. The
evidence was carefully concealed
till the last moment, and the aim
was to surprise and confound the
defense. The aim of the prose-
cution was not justice, in the
proper sense of the word, but
victory. How long shall these
wicked methods of our courts be
The time
will come, some day in the future,
when some remedy will be found

| for the wrongs thus perpetrated

upon individuals in the name of
the State.—Newark Cowurier.
.y
Literature. L
dward Carpenter: Poet and Prophet.
By Ernest Crosby.
Philadelphia.
This is an appreciative sketch
of Edward Carpenter, containing
a short biography and a brief
summary of his views. * Numer-
ous quotations are given that tend
to rouse the reader’s interest in
his writings.
SR P — ’
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MEETINGS.
PHILADELPHIA—~The Social Science Club
holds open-air meetings (weather permit-
ting) at the North Plaza, City Hall Sq.,
every Sunday evening, 8 p. m.

The Conservator,

MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST.
8y
PETER KROPOTKIN.

This interesting autobiography of the
well known Anarchist and scientist, is
one of the most important books of the
Anarchist movement, as well as one of
general interest. “He is more anxious
to give the psychology of his contempo-
raries than of himself,” says the noted
European critic Georg Brandes. ‘“One
finds in his book the psychology of offi-
cial Russia and of the masses underneath,
of Russia struggling forward and of Rus-
sia stagnant. And he strives to give the
history of hiscontemporaries rather than
his own history. The record of his life
contains, consequently, the history of
Russia during his lifetime, as well as the
history of the labor fgovement in Europe
during the last half-céytury.”

The book contains two portraitsof the
author, and one of his mother. It is ex-
cellently printed and well bound; 519 pp.

Price $2.

Send orders to FREE SoCIETY.

HISTORY OF THE COMMUNE 1871,

Translated from the French of
P. 0. LISSAGARAY

By ELEANOR MARX AVELING.

The above hook is the most reliable
history of the Commune of 1871, and
should be in every library of the student
of revolutionary movements. Arrange-
ments which we have made with the
publishers enable us to mail the hook
postpaid for

75 CENTS.

Send orders to FREE SoCIETY.

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS.

g
THE FAMOUS SPEECHES OF THE EIGHT
ANARGHISTS IN COURT
AND
ALTGELD'S REASONS FOR PARDONING
FIELDEN, NEEBE AND SCHWAB.

This book contains a half-tone picture
of our eight comrades and one of the
monument erected at Waldheimcemetary
to the memwory of those murdered by the
government. ‘This is the best edition ot
the book ever printed. It contuines 168
pages.

Price 25 eents.

Send ordess to FREE SOCIETY.

MORIBUND SOCIETY
AND ANARCHY.

Translated trom the French ot
JEAN GRAVE

~ By VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE.

CONTENTS:
The Anarchistic Idea and its Develop-
ment.—Individualism and Solidarity.—
Too Abstract.—Is Man Evil ?—Property.
—The Family.—Authority.—The Magis-
tracy.—The Rigth to Punish and the Sa-
vants.—The Influence of Environment.—
“The Country.”—The Patriotism of the
Governing Classes.— Militarism.—Colo-
nization.—There are no Inferior Races.—
Why We are Revolutionist.—As to what
Mecans follow from the Principles.—Revo-
lution and Anarchy.—The Efficacy of Re-
forms.— The Experimental Method. —
What Then?—Anarchism and its Practi-
cability.—The Unvarnished Truth.
“The book is printed in large type, and
consists of 176 pages.
Price, paper cover, 25¢;
Five copies $1.
Senr orders to FREE SocIETY.

bound 60c.
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