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Speak the Truth.

Speak the truth if thou believ'st it,

Let it jostle whom it may;

F'en afthough the foolish scorn it,

Or the obstinate gainsay ;

Every seed that grows tomorrow,

Lies beneath the sod today.

All conviction shuuld be valiant ;

Speak the truth if truth it be,

Do not seck to stem its current,

Thoughts, like rivers, find the sea |

Tt will fit the widening circle
i  (f cternal yerity.

- —Mackay.
—_——

Anarchism.

{ This lecture was delivered in Philadelphia last April,
after the police had anounced that no lecture on An-
archism would be permitted in the city.)

There are two spirits abroad in the world,—
the spirit of Caution, the spirit of Dare, the
spirit of Quiescence, the spirit of Unrest; the
spirit of Immobility, the spirit of Change; the
spirit of Hold-fast-to-that-which-you-have,
the spirit of Let.go-and-fly-to-that-which-
you-have-not; the spirit of the slow and
steady builder, careful of its labors, loath to
part withary of its achievements, wishful to
keep, and unable to discriminate ‘between
what is worth keeping and what is better
cast asidé, and the spirit of the inspira-
tional destroyer, fertile in creative fancies,
volatile, careless n its luxuriance of effort,

s inclined to cast away the good together
with the bad. . .

Sodiety is & guivering halance, eternally

“wuck afresh,” between these two. Those

&o look upon Man, as most Anarchists do,
as a link in the chain of evolution, see in
these two social tendencies the sum of thé
tendencies of individual men, which in com-
mon with the tendencies of all organic life
are the result of the action and counter-
action of inheritance and adaptation. In-
heritance, continually tending to repeat what
has been, long, long after it is outgrown,
adaption continually tending tobreakdown
forms. The same tendencies under other
names are observed in the inorganic world
as well, and anyone who is possessed by the
modern scientific mania for Monism can
easily follow out the line to the vanishing
point of human knowledge.

There hasbeen, infact, astrong inclination
to do this among a portion of the more edu-
cated Anarchists, who having been working
men first and Anarchists by reason of their
instinctive hatred to the boss, later became
students and swept away by their undi’
gested science immediately conceived that it
wgs necessary to fit their Anarchism to the
revelations of the microscope,else the theory
might as well be given up. I remember with
considerable amusement a heated discussion
some five orsix years since, wherein doctors
and embryo doctors sought for 'a justifica-
tion of Anarchism in the development of the
amoeba, whilela fledgling engineer seasthed
for it in mathematical quantities,

| two tendencies of which I have spoken.

Myself at one time asserted very stoutly
that no one could be an Anarchist and be-
lieve in God at the same time. Others assert
as stoutly that one cannot accept the spirit-
ualist philosophy and be an Anarchist.

At present 1 hold with C. L. James, the
most learned of American Anarchists, that
one’s metaphysical system has very little to
do with the matter. Thechain of reasoning
which once appeared so conclusive to me,
namely, that Anarchism being a denial of
authority over the individual could not co-
exist with a belief in a Supreme Ruler of the
universe, is contradicted in the case of Leo
Tolstoy, who comes to the conclusion that
nonc has a right to rule another just because
of his belief in God, just because he believes
that all are equal children of one father, and
therefore none has a right to rule the other.
I speak of him because he is a familiar and
notable personage, but there have frequently
been instances where the same idea has been
worked out by a whole sect of believers,
especially in the earlier (and persecuted)
stages of their development.

It no longer seems necessary to me, there-
fore, that one should base his Anarchism
upon any particular world-conception; it is
a theory of the relations of man to man, and
comes as an offered solution to the societary
problems arising from the existence of these
! No
matter where those tendencies come from,
all alike recoghnize them as existent; and
however interesting the speculation, how-
ever fascinating to lose oneself back, back
in the molecular storm-whirl wherein the
figure of man is seen merely as a denscr,
fiercer group, a livelier storm centre, moving
among others, impinging upon others, but
nowhere separate, nowhere exempt from the,
same necessity that acts upon all other cen-
ters of force,—it is by no means necessary in
order to reason oneself into Anarchism.

reasonably reflecting brain, for anyone, let-
tered or unlettered, to recognize the desira-
bility of Anarchistic aims. This 1 not to

firm and expand one’s application of tls
fundamental concepts; (the beauty of truth
is that at every new discovery of fact we find
how much wider and deeper it is than we at
first thought it). But it means that first of

all Anarchism is concerned with present con-
ditions, and with the very plain and com-
mon people; and is by no means a complex
or difhcult proposition.

Anarchism, alone, apart from any pro-
posed economic reform, is just the latest re-
ply out of many the past has given, to that
daring, breakaway, volatile, changeful spirit
which is nevercontent. Thesociety,of which
we are part.puts certain oppressions upon
us,—oppressions which bave arisen out of
the very changes acc¢omplished by this'same
spirit combined with the hard and fast lines

T

Suffivient are a good observant eye and a |

say that increased’ knowledge will not con-|

of old habits acquired and fixed before the
changes were thought of. Machinery, which
as our Socialistic comrades continually em-
phasize, has wrought a revolution in Indus-
try, is the creation of the Dare Spirit; it has
fought its way against ancient customs,
privilege, and cowardice at every step, as
the history of any invention would show if
traced backward throughall its transforma-
tions. And whatis the result of it ? Thatasys-
tem of working, altogether appropriate to
hand production and capable of generating
no great oppressions while industry re-
mained in that state, has been streched,
strained to fit production in mass, till we
are reaching the bursting point; once more
the spirit of Dare must assert itself—claim
new freedoms, since the old ones are rendered
null and void by the present methods of pro-
duction,

To speak in detail: in the qld days of
Master and Man—not so old but what
many of the older workingmen can recall
the conditions, the workshop was a fairly

ploved worked together, knew no class feel-

! ings, chummed it out of hours,as a rule were
[not obliged to rush, and when they were,
| relied upon the principle of common interest
land friendship (not upon a slave-owner’'s
power) for overtime assistance. The pro-
portional profit on eiach man's labor may
even have been in general higher, but the
total amount possible to be undertaken by
one employer was relatively so small that
no tremendous aggregations of wealthcould
arise. To be an employer gave no man
power over another’s incomings and out-
goings, neither upon his speech while at
work, nor to force him beyond endurance
when busy, nor to subject him to fines and
tributes for undesired things, such as ice-
water, dirty spittoons, cups of undrinkable
tex and the like; nor to the unmentionable
indecencies of the large factory. The individ-
{uality of the workman was a plainly recog-
nized quantity: his life was his own; he
could not be locked in and driven to death,
like a street-car horse, for the good of the
| general public and the paramount import-
ance of Society. !

With the applications of steam-power and
the development of Machinery, came these
large groupings of workers, this subdivision
of work, which has madc of the employer a
man apart having interests hostile to those
of his employes, living in another circle alto-
gether, kn wing nothing of them but as so
many units of power, to be reckoned with as
he does his machines, for the most part de-
| spising them, at his very best regarding them
as dependents whom he is bound in some
respects to care for, as a humane man cares
| for an old horse he cannot' use. Such is his
| relation to his employes; while to the gen-
|eral public he becomes simply an immense

'cuttle fish with tantacles reaching every-.

easy going place where employer and em-
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where,—each tiny proﬁt-suckang mouth pro-
ducing no great effect, but in aggregate
drawing up such a body of wealth as makes
any declaration of equality or freedom be-
tween him and the worker a thing to laugh
at.

The time is come therefore when the spirit
of Dare calls loud throughevery factory and
work-shop for a change in the relations of
master and man. There must be some ar-
rangement possible which will preserve the
benefits of the new production and at the
same time restore the individual dignity of
the worker,—give back the bold indepen-
dence of the old master of his trade together
with such added freedoms as may properly
accrue to him as his special advantage from
society's material developments.

This is the particular message of Anarchism
to the worker. Itis not an economic sys-
tem ; it does not come to you with detailed
plans of how you the workers are toconduct
industry; nor systemized methods of ex-
change ; nor careful paper organizations of
*“the administration of things.” It simply
calls upon the spirit of individuality to rise
up from its abasement, and hold ltself para-
mount in no matter what economic reorgan-
ization shall come about. Be men first of
all, not held in slavery by the things you
make; let your goqpel be, * Things for men,
not men for things."

Socialism, cconemlcaliv considered, is a
positive proposition for such reorganization.
It is an attempt, in the main, to grasp at
those great new material gains which have
been the special creation of the last forty or
fifty years. It has not so much in view the
reclamation and further assertion of the per-
sonality of the worker as it has a just distri-
bution of products.

Now it is perfectly apparent that Anarchy,
having to do almostentirely with the rela-
tions of anen in their thoughts and feelings,
and not with the positive organization of
production and distribution, an Anarchist
needs to supplement his Anarchism by some
economic propositions, which may enable
him to put in practical shape to himself and
others this possibility of independent man-
hood. That will be his test in choosing any
such proposition,—the measure in which in-
dividuality is secured. It is not enough for
him that a comfortable ease, a pleasant
and well-ordered routine, shall be se-
cured ; free play for the spirit of change—
that is his first demand.

Every Anarchist has this in common with
every other Anarchist, that the economic
system must be subservient to this end; no
system recommends itself to him by the mere
beauty and smoothness of its working ; jeal-
ous of the encroachments of the machine, he
looks with fierce suspicion upon an arithme-
tic with men for units, a society running in
slots” and grooves, with the precision so
beautiful to one in whom the love of orderis
first, but which only makes him sniff—
“ Pfaugh! it smells of machine oil.”

There are, accordingly, several economm
schools among Anarchists; there are. Anar.
chist Individualists, Anarchist Mutualists,
Aparchist Commimists and Anarchist So-
cialists. In times past these several schools

* Mave bitterly denounced edch other and mu-

tually refused to recognize each other as An-
archists at all. The more narrow-minded

!
|

on both sides still do so; true, they do not
consider it is narrow-mindedness, but simply
a firm and solid grasp of the truth, which
does not permit of tolerance towards error.
This has been the attitude of the bigot in all

t}tat it is an expression ef a certain material
' condition purely, and with the passing of
that condition the State must also pass;
that Socialism, meaning the complete taking
over of all forms of property from the hands

ages, and Anarchism no more than any other of men as the indivisible possession of Man,

new doctrine has escaped its bigots. Each
of these fanatical adherents of either collecti-

brings with it as a logical, inevitable result
the dissolution of the State. They believe

vism or individualism believes that no Anar- that every individual having an equal claim
chism is possible without that particular|upon the social production, the incentive to
economic system as its guarantee, and is of grabbing and holding being gone, crimes

course thoroughly justified from his own
standpoint. With the extension of what
Comrade Brown calls the New Spirit, how-
ever, this old narrowness is yielding to the
broader, kindlier and far more reasonable
idea, that all these economic conceptions may
be experimented with, and there is nothing
un-Anarchistic about any of them until the
elemei#t of compulsion enters and obliges un-
willing persons to remain in a community
whose economic arrangements they do not
agree to. (When I say ““donotagreeto’ Ido
not mean that they have a meredistaste for,
or that they think might well be altered for
some other preferable arrangement, but with
which, nevertheless, they quite easily putup,
as two persons each living in the same house
and having different tastes in decoration,
will submit to some color of window, shade
or bit of bric-a-brac which he does uot like
so ‘well, but which nevertheless, he cheerfully
puts up with for the satisfaction of being
with his friend.) T mean serious differences
which in their opinion threaten their ¢s-
sential liberties,—I make this explanation
about trifles, because the objections which
are raised to the doctrine that men may
live in society freely, almost always dege-
nerate ‘into trivalities,—such as, ‘“what

would youdo if twoladies wanted thesame

hat? "etc. We do not advocate the aboli-
tion of common sense, and every person of
sense is willing to surrender” his preferences
at times, provided he is not compelled to at
all costs.

Therefore 1 say that each group of persons
acting socially in freedom may choose any
of the proposed systems, and be just as
thorough-going Anarchists as those who se-
lect another. if this standpoint be accepted,
we arc rid of those outrageous excommuni-
cations which helong properly to the Church
of Rome, and which serve no purpose but to
bring us into deserved contempt  with out-
siders. T T

Furthermore, having dcceptcd it from a
purely theorctical process of reasoning, I be-
liege one is then in an attitude of mind to
perceive certain material fict@Es in the prub‘
lem which account for these differences in
proposed systems, and which even demand
such differences, so long as production is in
its present state approximately.

1 shall now dwell briefly upon these var-
ious propositions, and explain as I'go along,
what the materiel factors are to which I
have just alluded. Taking the last first,
namely, Anarchist Socialism,—its uouumu
program is the same as that of pulm‘.ai So-
cialism, in its entirety;—I mean before the
working of practical politics has frittered
the Socialism away into a mere list of govern-
mental ameliorations. Such Anarchist So-
cialists bold that the State, the Centralized
Government, has been and ever will be the

business agent of the property owning class;

|
|
|
|
|

(which are in nearly all cases the instinctive

janswer to some antecedent denial of that

claim to one’s share) will vanish, and with
them the last excuse for the existence of the
State.They do not, as arule, look forward to
any such transformationsin the material as-
pect ofsociety, as some of the rest of usdo. A
Londoner once said to me that he believed
London would keep on growing, the flux and
reflux of nations keep on pouring throughits
serpentine streets,its hundred thousand buses
keep on jaunting just the same, and all that
tremendous trafhic which fascinates and hor-
rifies continue rolling like a great flood up
and down, up and down, like the sea-sweep,
—after the realization of Anarchism, as it
does now. That Londoner's name was
that he believed thoroughly in the econom-
ics of Socialism.

Now this branch of the Anarchist party
came out of the old Socialist party, and or-
iginally represented the revolutionary wing
of that party as opposed to those who took
up the notion of using politics. And I be-
heve the material reason which accounts for
their acceptance of that particular economic
scheme is this (of course it applies to atl Bu-
ropean Socialists) that the social develop-
ment of BEurope isa thing of long-continued
history ; that almost from time immemorial
there has been a recognized class struggle;
that no workman living, nor yet his father,
nor his grandfather, nor his great-grand-
father has seen the land of Europe pass in
vast blocks from an unclaimed public inhe-
ritance into the hands of an ordinary indi-
vidual like himself, without a title or any
distinguishing mark above himself, as we in
America have seen. The land and the land-
holder have heen 1o himalways unapproach-
able quantities,—a recognized source of op-
pression, class, and class-pssession.

Again, the industrial development in town

Zond oty =<oming as wmeansof escapefrom—— ——

teudal oppression, but again bringing withit
its own oppressions, also witha long history
ot wartare behind it, has served to bind the
sense of class fealty upon the common people
of the manufacturing towns: so that blind,
stupid, and Church-ridden as they no doubt
are, there is a vague, dull, but very certainly
existing feeling that they must look for help
in association together, and regard with
suspicion or mthﬁu’ffﬁ( any proposition
which proposes to help them by helping their
employers. Moreover, Socialism has been

story of revolt in Europe; Anarchists like
others, are born into it. 1tis not until they
pass over seas, and come in contact with
other conditions, breathe the atmosphere of
other thoughts that they are able to see
other possibilities.as well. ) -

If § may venture, at this point, a criticism

of this position of the Anarchist Socialist, I

John Turner; he said, on the same occasion,

an ever recurring dream  through the long-
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would say that the great flaw in its concep-
tion of the State is in supposing it to be of
simple origin; the State is not merely the
tool of the governing classes; it has its
root far down .in the religious development
of human nature; and will not fall apart
merely through the abolition of classes and
property. There is other work to be done.
As to the economic program I shall criticise
\ that,together with all the other propositions,
when I sum up.

Anarchist Communism is a modification,
rather an evolution, of Anarchist Socialism.
Most Anarchist Communists, I believe, do
look forward to great changes in the distri-
bution of people upon the earth’s surface
through the realization of Anarchism. Most
of them agree that the opening up of theland
together with the frec use of tools would lead
to a breaking up of these vast communities
called cities, and the formation of smaller
groups or communes which shall be held to-
gether by a free recognition of common in-
terests only.

While Socialism looks forward to afurther
extension of the modern triumph of Com-
merce—whichis that it has brought the prod-
ucts of the entire earth to your door-step—
free Communism looks upon such a fever of
exportation and importation as an un-
healthy development, and expects rather a
more self-reliant development of home re_
sources, doing away with the mass of super.
vision required for the systematicconduct of
‘such world exchange. It appeals to the
plain sense of the workers, by proposing that
they who now consider themselves helpless
dependents upon the boss' ability to give
them 2 job, shall constitute themselves inde-
pendent producing groups, take the mater-
1als, do the work (they do that now), de-
posit the products in the’warehouses, taking
what they wWant for themselves, and letting
others take the balance. To do thisnogovern-
ment, no employer, nnmoney system is neces-
sary. (here isonly necessary adecent regard
for one's own and one’s fellow-worker’s self-
hood. It s not likely, indeed it is devoutly
to be hoped, that nosuch lurge aggregations
“of men as now assemble daily in mills and

factories, will ever come together by mutual

desire. (A factory is a hot-bed for allthatis
| victous in human nature, and largely because
—otits cenwding only. )

The notion that mencannot work together
unless they have a driving-master to take a
percentage of their product is‘contrary both
to good sense and observed fact. As a rule
bosses simply make confusion worse con-
founded when they attempt to mix in a
workmans' snarls, as every mechanic has
had practical demonstration of; and as to
social effort, why men worked in common
while they were monkeys yet; if you don’t
believe it go and watch the monkeys. They
don't surrender their individual freedom
either.

In short the real workmen will make their
own regulations, decide when and where and
how things shall be done. It is not neces-
sary that the projector of an Anarchist Com-

* munist society shall say in what manner
separate industries shall be conducted, nor
do 'they presume to. He simply conjures
the spirit of Dare and Do in the plainest
workman—say to him, it is you who know
how to mine, how to dig, how to cut; vou
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will know how to organize your work with-
out a dictator; we cannot tell you, but we
have full faith that you will find the way
yourselves. You will never.be free men un-
til vou acquire that same self-faith.

As to the problem of the exact exchange
of equivalents which so frets the reformers
of other schools, to him it does not exist.
So there is enough who cares. The sources
of wealth remain indivisible forever; who
cares if une has a little more or less so all
have enough? Who caresif something goes
to waste? Let it waste. The rotted apple
fertilizes the ground as well as if it -had
comforted the animal economy first. And,
indeed, you who worry so much about sys-
tem and order and adjustment of produc-
tion to gonsumption, you waste more
human energy in making youraccount than
the precious calculation is worth. Hence
money with all its retinue of complications
and trickeries is abolished.

Small, independent, self-resourceful, freely
cooperating eommunes—this is the eco-
nomic ideal which is accepted by most of
the Anarchists of the Old World today.

As to the material factor which developed
this ideal among Europeans, it is the recol-
lection and even some still remaining ves-
tiges of the medieval village commune—
those oases in the great Sahara of human
degradation presented in the history of the
Middle Ages, when the Catholic Church
stood ‘triumphant upon Man in the dust.
Such is the ideal glamored with the dead
gold of a sun which has set, which gleams
through the pages of Morris and Kropot-
kin. We in America never knew the village
commune. White Civilization struck our
shores in a_broad tide-sheet and swept over
the country inclusively; among us was
never seen the little commune growing up
from o state of barbarism independently,
out of primary industries, and maintaining
itself within itself, There was no gradual
change from the mode of life of the native
people to our own;—there was a wiping
out and a complete transplantation of the
latest form of European civilization. The
idea of the little commune, therefore, comes
imstinctively to the Anarchists of Europe,—
particularly the continental with
thems it is merely the conscious develop-
ment of a submerged instinct.  With Amer-
icans it is an importation.

[ believe that most Anarchist Communists
avoid the blunder of the Socialists in regard-
ing, the State as the offspring qfgmaterial
conditions purely, though they lay great
stress upon its being the tool of Property,
and contend that in one form or another
the State will exist so long as there is prop-
erty at all.

I pass to the extreme Individualists, —those
who hold to the tradition of political econ-
omy, and are firm in the idea that the sys-
tem of employer and employed, buying and
selling, banking, and all the other essential
institutions of Commercialism, centeridg
upon private property, are in themselves
good, and are rendered vicious merely by
the interference of the State. Their chiet
ccans;mic propositions are: land to be held
by individuals or companies for such time
and in such allotments as they use only;
redistribution to take place as often as the

OnNEes |

what constitutes use to be decided by each
community, presumably in town meeting
assembled ; disputed cases to be settled bya
so-called free jury to be chosen by lot out of
the entire group; members not coinciding
in the.decisions of the group to betake
themselves to outlying lands not occupied,
without let or hindrance from anyone.

Money to represent all staple commodi-
ties, to be issued by whomsoever pleases;
naturally, it would come to individuals
depositing their securities with banks and
accepting bank notes in return; such bank
notes representing the labor expended in
production and being issued in sufficient
quantity, (there being no limit upon any
one's starting in the business, whenever in-
terest began to rise more banks would be
organized, and thus the rate per cent would
be constantly checked by competition), ex-
change would take place freely, commodi-
ties would circulate, business of all kinds
would be stimulated, and the government
privilege being taken away from inventions,
—industries would spring up at every turn
—bosses would be hunting men rather than
men bosses, wages would rise to the full
measure of the individual production, and
forever remain there. Property, real prop-
erty, would at last exist, which it does not
at the present day, because no man gets
what he makes. .

The charm in this program is that it pro-
poses no sweeping changes in our daily ret-
inue; it does not bewilder us as more revo-
lutionary propositions do. Its remedies
are self-acting ones ; they do not depend ap-
on conscious efforts of individuals to estab-
lish justice and build harmony; compet:
tion in freedom is the great automatic valve
which opens or closes as demands increase
or diminish, :u_ul all that is necessary is to s !
let well enough alone and not attempt to
assist it.

It is sure that nine Americans in ten who
have never heard of any of these programs
before, will listen with far more interest
and approval to this than to the others.® i
The material reason which explains this at-
titude of mind is very evident. In this
country outside of the Negro question we
have never historie division of

had the
classes; we are just making that history
now ; we have never felt the need of the as-
sociative spirit of workman with workman,
because in our society it has been the in-
dividual that did things; the workman of i
today was the employer tomorrow; vast i
opportunities lying open to him in the un-
developed territory, he shouldered his tools
and struck out single-handed for himself.
Even now, fiercer and fiercer though the
struggle 1s growing, tighter and tighter
though the workman is getting cornered, {
the line of division between class and class i
is constantly being broken, and the first

motto of the American is ** the Lord helps

(Continued on page 6.)

o

® Here, I think, Comrade de Cleyre errs. [ have met
many Americans who had read Tucker's Liberty, and
after explaining to them the theory of Anarchist Com-
munisin, their typical answer was: ** That's something
different; I can understand its worki'ng; but I could
never comprehend how the Individualist Anarchist
could get along without government tc protect their
property in land and machinery. Their voluntary
police system seemed to meeither a farce orgovernment

members of the community shall agree;

under another name."” AL
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Account yourself happy if it be your
lot to espouse some noble and unpopu-
lar cause in the beginning ; to stand by
its cradle, to throw yourself onits broad

tar; to see it grow, to help it grow;
to see it first arouse curiosity, then at-
tention, then contempt, then hatred,
then fear, then respect; always grow-
ing and growing, until at last, over
prejudice and hate and party and old
customs and vested interests, the irre-
sistible current makes its way.—Author
Unknown.

— ) —
Notes. E

Owing to the long delay iu publishing
FRER SOCIETY since our arrest, it has been
deemed advisable to cut off some of the
routine discussions going on in the paper.
No further papers will therefore appear from
Fox and Wight, and Walter Leighton and
his various opponents, in the controversies
in which they were engaged.

If some who have sent their subscription
or orders for books, and fail to see the money
credited next week or their orders attended
. to, they are asked. to notify us.
munications, as well as other things, -were
‘*seized "’ by the police, and got lost.

-0 —
By the Wayside.

All newspaper writers lay great stress upon
the fact that McKinley ‘‘loved his wife.”
Is this really such rare phenomeneon among
the wealthy that it is necessary to emphasize
the fact as a meritorious trait of character ?
It seems to me that ought to be understood
as a matter of course.

- -
«

Very characteristic mourning was mani-
fested by some of the ‘* patriotic American
busiriess men.”’ They &ffered funeral pic-
tures several days before McKinley’s death.
‘“ Money does not stink,”” saysa German
‘proverb. -

* .
»

A conscious-stricken heart is an uncom-
fortable ‘thing. In all European countries
—even in Russia—the assassins were given
an opportunity in court to assail governments
and prevailing institutions. Buf not so in
the ‘ freest country on the globe.”” Czol-
gosz was told he could speak on three prop-
ositions, but would not be allowed to talk of
the *‘social orderof things.”’ Did the judge
apprehend that a mirror might be put before
him, reflecting some horrible-looking pic-
tures of injustice, misery, and suffering,
mitigating the crime somewhat in the eyes

Some com-.

of the general public? Russia will, of
course, not hesitate to adopt such methods
of arbitrary court proceedings, as exempli-
fied by the authorities of a ‘* free republic.”
- -
-

‘* Well, how does the stamping-out craze
effect your subscription list?’ I asked the
publishers of FREE SocieTy. ‘‘We received
more new subscribers and requests for sample
copies during the last three or four weeks,
than during the whole year previous to the
newspaper attacks,’’ replied Comrade Isaak.
‘“Here is a letter just received, which is
typical of all the others we have received.”
The letter reads :

Dear Sir,—Enclosed find $1 as a subscription for
Free Sociery. Kindlysend sample copies to addresses
below mentioned.

1 did not know that there was an Anarchistic organ
in this city, hut read a few sentences quoted from FrEE
SoctETY in a daily paper; and as I have found more
sense in those few words than in a complete Sunday
edition of any of our " independent ' dailies, [
like to know more about Anarchism.

That's the trouble: there is ‘‘sense'’ in
the teachings of Anarchism! And I may
suggest to the ‘“intelligent’ members of
the Marquette Club, that ‘‘stringent laws,”
mob violence, rifle bullets, or other ‘‘noble
means of persecution, are rather poor argu-
ments against a philosophy based on induc-
tive science. INTERLOPEK.

would

s
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tLeon F. Czolgosz.

In the 1ssue of September 1 of Freg Socr-
ETY, thereappears anote of warning against
a person as a spy. It is now practically cer-
tain that the person alluded to was Leon F.
Czolgosz. Although at the time the warn-
ing seemed justified, it was an error. No
matter what opinion one may have of Czol-
gosz, it will be admitted that he was not a
spy. For that note, I offer to Leon F. Czol-
gosz, hated and despjised as he is by all the
world, an apology. ABE IsaAk Jr.

e

Whe are the Guiity?

Four years ago. September 16, 1901,
there died at Lattimer, Pa., twenty coal
The immediate cause of their death
was a bullet in the back of ecach, fired by
Shenfl Martin and one hundred licensed
murderers, commonly known as deputies.
The miners were charged with trespassing
on the property of the coal operators. They
refused to disperse at the first command of
the sheriff. Hot words followed. A few
stones were thrown, and then that awful
volley of death, fired, as was proven by the
nature of the wounds, after the miners had
turned to retreat. None of the deputies nor
Sheriff Martin were injured. The dead
as well as the living miners had no
weapons, some not even a pocket-knife.

The families of the dead men amounted to
something near seventy souls. They were

miners.

faces hung the weeping ones who loved
them. From house to house went the par-
ish priest, counseling forbearance, submis-
sion to the will of God! The dead were
buried amid- the weeping and wailing of
wives and children and the curses of com-
rades.

What was the sequel to this awful trage-
dy? The great dailies did not lay much
stress upon the matter. There was some

tried and acquitted. It was found he had
murdered the men—of course the court did
not word it so—but he had done the killing
legally, strictly within the law. The news-
papers did not gush over the widows and
orphans that were on the verge of starva-
tion. Neither did they write fool editorials
on the “stamping out" of corporate greed,
or of how they would submit to God’s will,
in thus removing twenty of the useful mem-
bers of society, if only it would lead to the
destruction of that power called monopefy,
which robbed and murdered the poor. No,
the press was dumb, likewise the pulpit. As
for the members of the legislative and judici-
ary hodies of our iand, they are part of the
machine, aud dare not criticise the workings
of any part, lest the whole thing go to pieces.

Having briefly . recalled the terrible mur-
der of those poor labotng men four years
ago, I will now touch more briefly still
upen a late murder. counting it of far less
importance, as it involvés but the death of
one man, or of twe rather, for the second is
the same as dead, namely Wm. McKinley
and Leon Czolgeass

As [ have aiready stated, that class who
is pepularly supposed to hold the public ear
and conscience, were coldly indifferent to
the Lattimer murder. But when the shot
was fired at Buffalo, which meant the death

flood-gates. of wrath were opened. The
pulpit, the capitalistic and so-called reform
press, members of our legislative bodies,
governors, lawyers, judges, with a few ex-
ceptions, all went into hysterics. For three
weeks they have talked blood, dreamed
bleod, and shed blood. Dare a man ex-
press a criticism of the dead president, he
ran the risk ot being knocked down. Drutiken
men who expressed gratification on his
death, came near being lynched.  Worse by
far than all this is the cry of *Stamp out
Anarchy " Men of brains and culture, used
to the so-called refinements of life, ministers
of the gospel, and public educators boldly
demand the extermination of those who
advocate Anarchism, and the persecution of
all who cherish these views. The governor
of Georgia calls for an amendment to the
constitution of the United States making
the advocacy of Anarchism treason, the
penalty death, and an amendment to the
constitutions of the various States making
it conspiracy for two or more to listen to a
teacher of Anarchism. A number of gover-

left in such destitute circumstances that one

norsexpress similar views, among them Sav-

labor organization raised a small sum of age of Nebraska who made thecall for pray-

money for theirimmediateneeds. Intwenty
houses of that poverty-stricken mining com-

|

ers for rain last summer. Let us hope his
petition to the throne of the State will be

munity, lay the corpres of twenty working as bare of results as his petition to the

men.

Their labor scarred hands crossed throme of grace. Stone of Missouri, our ex-

over breasts that would never more feel the governor, declares the propagation of An-
pangs of injustice, or thrill with the passion archism should be punished as treason. Stone
Over their rigid, unresponsive is the man who once threatened to throw

of revolt.

criticism of the sheriff, and he was finally "

of Wm. McKinley and his assassin, then the-

&
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the United States troops into the Missouri
River, if President Cleveland sent them into
the State while he was governor. A min-
ister in the St. Louis Christian Advocate
demands death for the Anarchists. 1 men-
tion him as a fair sample of the rest of his
cloth. I consider ministers of the gospel,
and the judges in our so-called courts of jus-
tice as the most cruel and unsympathetic
creatures on earth. Their position robs
them of the very quality which most embel-
lishes the human character, viz. reason and
sympathy,

A professor in the public schools of Web-
ster City, lowa, declares that our form of
government is responsible for Anarchism,
that the constitution does not define the
proper limits of free speech. He charges
that Patrick Henry, Svho prior to the Rev-
olution made hes famous speech “An Ap-
peal to Arms,” over-stepped the bounds of
free speech, and was dangerourly near An-
archistic grounds. It isfortunatefor Henry
that he is long since dead, or the form of
government which he h'cllml-l to establish,
and that is worshipped by his posterity as
the ultimate of all perfection, might serveas
a means of extermmating him. This bril-
liant educator further declared for the death
penalty for Anarchists, or else marooning
them on some desolate island, when they
might work out their own salvation. This
last sems to be a favorite methods among
the ‘‘suppressors,” but they little know
the Anarchist. We want the earth, and
will have it. It is only a matter of time.
History teaches us that each generation
discovers and appropriates new rights, and
that every discovery of this nature is a step
towards more liberty instead of less.

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat comes for-
ward with the remark * that Anarchists are
glad to give the life of one of their number.
for President McKinley, and assassination
will continue and increase if no greater pen-
alty is exacted.”

It is supposed that death is the final pen-
alty that can be exacted from so-called crim-

- inals. Perhaps the Christian gentlemen who
presides over the Globe's editorial depart-
ment would add torture to the death sen-
tence?  When the lives of the ruling class
were ever protected by extra penalties, his-
tory fails to discover. If the representa-
tives of government would abdicate, 1if
they would conclude that any calling in life
was more respectable than that of profes-
sional politicians, they would be in no dan-
ger from a revolutionist. As it is, like Huin=
bert of Italy, they must take the risks with
the trade. And as their risks in their nefa-
rious business are far less than the risks of
honest laboring men in machine shops, fac-
tories and mines, where itis an every-day
occurrence for some of them to lose life or
limb, part of suchaccident at least the result
of improper precautions by the employers,
who fear any extra cost that will detract
from profit. If theseignorant, loud-mouthed

' saviours of society are sincere in their ex-

" pressions of horror at theshedding of human
blood, let them prove it by their works, in-
stead of passing laws restricting free speech

and cease togive mena legal permit toshoot
down workingmen in the name of law and
order. When they do this, they will prove
their sincerity, not before.

When one reflects that the wild ravings of
the past week have emanated from our law-
givers, it causes serious thought as to what
may arise, before the mass of the people grow
enlightened enough to question the all-
powerful State, the foundation of which is
based upon ignorance. But our law-givers
will probably come to their senses, as some
of them have already said thatlaws are use-
less to protect our rulers against aman who
has no fear of death, and they will find that
no law is powerful cnough to close the
mouths of those who recognize the real
character of government, and that those
who aid and abet it in any way become a
party to its crimes. KAaTe AvsTin,

—_—0—
The Price of Empire.

What has been occuring with almost pe-
riodical regularity in Europe, happened at

then break its moral promises to the “lib.
erated " people. It isduring McKinley's reign
that we have the spectacle of American
soldiers going to the Philippines to crush a
people struggling for liberty; and we have
starving and outraged Porto Rico, heg-
ging again for their Spanish masters. Taxes
have increased enormously to pay for a war
of extermination. It was during this time
that peacepul miners were shot down in
Lattimer; and the bull pen of Idaho is yet
fresh in our memories. McKinley did not
hesitate to send the soldiers to Wardner,
as King Humbert sent them to Milan.
These things have been forgotten now,
but it is here we must look for the cause of
assassinations. It is repression, and not
liberty, which causes man to pull at his
chains. So long as men are victims of mis-
ery and oppression, those in high places are
bound to suffer, as well as those in low
places.  So long as our whole life is a con-
tinuous war, victims will fall on both sideg
The difference is gnly that those on the one
side arc numerous and unknown, and those

Buffalo on September 6. The ruler of this|on the other side few and conspicuous.
nation was assassinated. Tt is not the| Much has been said upon the folly of Kil
first time that an assassination has occured |ling the president. There is always another
in the United States; but for the first time | man to become president. It is these same
it is the government itself which has been | people who talk blood and gore, and ery for
assailed. That makes all the difference in| vengence upon the Anarchists. They do not
the world.  For it was not for partisan |appreciate their own statement that a pris
gain that the assassin struck, as was the ciple cannot be “stamped out' with vio
case in Kentucky: nor was it done by allence. Not only one, but hundreds steqysed
disappointed ofhice-secker, as in the case of into the places of the martyrs of Chizago;
Garfield. still the hysterical reaction_is cadling for an-
The apostles of innovation and progress other *lesson ™ But such comments oot
have ever chosen the peaceful path; but they apply in the case. W there was anvthing
have been ruthlessly crushed with violence | to show that any assassizs ever cxpected to
and death by the apostles of conservatism.|kill the office with the man, the argument
Government is the personification of conser- | might he admissable,
vatism, and always lends its forces to reac- | Sa long as_we have rulers in the world,
tion. Then why is it so surprising if at rare [ who crush out the life and aspirations of
intervals some individual strikes back with | mankind, there will be men who will feel the
a forceful hand ?

[ patin of the iron heel, until the pressure be-
At the present time our whole social life is comes so grent in their hearts that they
basen upon continual warfare. In order to must rebel. They will strike at what repre-
succeed in the world, one must do so on the ! sents their oppression. It is a protgstof the
heads of his fellow beings. Every _\'cr\r%m;m, and the cry of pain which humanity
thousands of men go down in the industrial | feels.
struggle, men who are nevery way equal| Where pressure is greatest, the resistance
to and surpass the character of McKinley. s equal to the pressure. For this reason
They are unhonored and unwept; and no{many have confessed their mability to un-
hand of sympathy is stretched our to their | derstand Czolgosz's act, although it would
widows and children. Mothers are swept | be perfectly intelligible to them if committed
off, and the orphans are turncd into the' in Europe. But the very fact that such a
streets, tobe picked up or left to the ir fate. | deed was committed in America has opened
In the factories young girls and small child- theceves of thousands of men to the fact that
Fren waste away their lives, and go to their| the politicaland cconomic difference bet ween
graves in the bloom of youth. No tears Europe and America is to o great cxtent
mark their death, and flowers are not ceasing to exist.
strewn on their graves. If fortunate they | As Brooks Adams has recently pointed
leave a few friends or relatives to mourn out in a magazine article, if America has
their loss; but the nation does not weep. made up its mind for a carcer Jof crpire, it
Then again thousand of men fall victims to must be willing to pay the price; large
murders and mob violence; they arce pas- armies and navies arc neeessary ; and high
sed off with a shrug, and are forgotten. taxes, resulting in an economic tension of
Why then all this weeping and mourning at the masses, are inevitable. The murder and
the dedath of McKinley ? It is said that the rapine incident to an imperial program are
nation itself has heen struck in the person accepted as a matter of course. But what
of its president, | Brooks Adams did not see, 1s that the price
What of the nation? L of empire includes an occassional assassin-
During McKinley’s reign the United States  ated president.So long as there are men to fecl

and .press. Lot them examine the mines of

| have passed from anominal republic to an'the wrongs and pains of their fellow men, so

this country, and the sanitary conditions of | empire. It was during this time that we long will imperial Life incite themto strike,
the tenementdistricts. Let them put a stop have seen the nation wage a war for the often blindly and unwisely, but with their

to legal executions, a disgrace to this ‘age,

ostensible purpose of freeing Cuba; and’' heart and soul.

!
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The whole world has hastened to rcpu~.

diate Czolgosz and his deed, including some
supposed Anarchists. Itbehooves us there-
fore to understand and explain his act,
whether he has declared himself an Anarch.
ist or understand the principle of Anarch-
ism or not. Anarchism has nothing to do
with violence in itself; but an Anarchist, as
well as any one may commit a violent deed,
the same as agovernmentalist and a Christ-
If I can applaud an Angiolillo
or a Bresci, it is not Anarchism that does
so, but my individual temperament, the

. same as another temperament will applaud

even a Luccheni and a Czolgosz, while I
explain them.

Blind rage at the assassin, with an at-
tempt to hush up and hide the evils of pres-
ent condition, will surely not stop 8ssas-

_sination. The sooner an attempt is made

to study in a rational way the psychology
and temperament of the assassin, combined
with the most open criticism of societary
conditions, the sooner will these causes be
known. Without removing the eauses, ef-
fects cannot cease. Oppression and repres-
sion will but augment the evils.
ABE Isaak Jr.
—

Hungry Strikers.

Not long since, I saw in a labor union
paper the remark that the steel workers on
strike were firm, and would doubtless win
their case;
the men would “ get hungry”’ first”

Hungry? That is an ugly word to be
spoken so glibly ! And it occurs to me that
hunger, or the fear of it, must curtail the
efforts of those who are afflicted or threat-
ened with it. Strikes cannot be successfully
carried through in company with starved
stomacks; that is certain.

All of us who desire freedom wish to sec
the strikers come out ahead in the struggle.
But, looking at the matter from an An-
archistic standpoint, should this strike be
won, the winning will cause but a tempor-
ary lull in the battle between employer and
employe. Nothing short of a complete revalt
against the system of bossismi and obedi-
ence can end the difficulties. To perma-
aently scttle the conflict between capital and
labor, the positions of master and hireling
must be discarded, and free associations of
men and women i all occupations es-
sential to the welfare of mankind take the
place of the wage system.

Whenever a strike of any magu‘tu(lc oc-
curs hopes spring up in the minds of many
agitators for human emancipation, that de-
sires akin to their own may infiltrate the
ranks of the workers, both those who quit
work and those who, though still slaving,
sympathize with this passive proust against
grinding conditions.

In my opinion, strikes would be more ben-
eficial if OPERATIVE, not mere deadlocks.
Before this change from blockading to act-
ing can be initiated, the laborers’ idea re-
lating to ownership must be altered. They
must see that the product pelongs to the
producer, and renouncé and denounce the
claim that ““to the victorbelongs the spoils.”
When the origin of * proprietary ‘rights” is
known, when it is understood that they
commenced in the conquest of land by sol-
diers and conquest of BRAIN by priest and

.

but that it was likely some of

i

politician, it does not then require a grtatl

wrench of “‘conscience’” and ‘“honor” to
decide that the land naturally belongs to
those who occupy and use it ; the “improve-
ments,” transportation facilities, food, cloth-
ing, decorations and means of amusement
to those who built, raised, or manufacured
them instead of to those who “own’” them.
When the strikers come to this conclusion,
the object of a strike will not be to merely
ameliorate their relations with their mas-
ters, but to rid themselves of the parasites
altogether. With this for their aim, the
first move should be to insure every one
against HUNGER. Provenderstored by those
who wax fat in handling it, belongs to the
producer and should in justice be distributed
amongst the needy. What food may still
be in possession of the cultivators can be
secured by exchanging for it manufactured
articles desired by this class of workers.
Every other product should be procured in
like manner. A strike should not increase
privation butdecreaseit, and that instantly.
“Hope deferred” is sorry comfort. Exposure

'to the elements, hunger and rags should

not be tolerated.

When governments ‘‘seize”’ lands or
goods, dispensing with, the usual formula
and routine of law, the performance is
glossed over by calling it “confiscation.”
Confiscation is an orderly and meritorious
act—in the eyes of the multitude! This is so
because the multitude has béen taught to
look upon the governmental proceedings of
whatever character as quite proper. The
suggestion for wage carners to confiscate
the essentials for life and happiness from
which they are now penned off by super-
stitions, reverence for titles and other paper
obstructions, is contemplated with horror
not only by "l)\\'ncrs” but by thc toilers
themselves.

Perhaps you may say the fmu: displayed
by police, sheriffs and the army is more sub-
stantial than paper. So it is. But these
marauding forces are made up of individuals
taken from the working class, and only
require light to dispel the darkness of their

superstitions, which are patched up out of

the same pieces of rotten cloth as are those
of theclass they are pitted against. Thorough
investigation into the whys and wherefores
of the impoverished condition of the in-
dustrials in every *‘civilized” country will
transfer the feeling of abhorrence from the
proposal of appropriation for the common
people of what 1s really their own to the
present cruel system of robbery and murder.

Welcome the day when the strike for dis-
possessing the thieves and assassins begins.
The tragedies of the times are too frightful
to be viewed with indiflerence by those who
observe them. Happy, happy will we be
when no one need be killed by inches through
Exposure, by overwork, or worried to death
by lack of it. Then shall no one be doomed
to breathe foul air, to Bo about ragged,
filthy, and hungry. A

A malignant industrial and social system
breeds and broods our pains and sorrows,—
away with it. VIROQUA DANIELS.

Los Angeles, Cal.

. SO
Anarchism.
Continued from page 3.

him who helps himself.” Consequently this

economic program whose key-note is “let
alone’’ appeals strongly to the traditional
sympathies and life habits of a people who
have themselves seen an almost unbeunded
patrimony swept up as a gambler éweeps
his stakes by men who played with them at
school or worked with them in one shop a
year or ten years before.

This particular branch of the Anarchist
party do not accept the Communist posi-
tion that Governmentarisesfrom Property ;
on the contrary they hold Government re-
sponsible for the denial of real property—
(viz: to the producer the exclusive nosses-
sion of what he has produced). They lay
more stress upon its metaphysical origin in
the authority-creating Fear in human na-
ture. Their attack is directed centrally
upon the idea of Authority; thus the ma-
terial wrongs seem to flow from the spirit-
ual error (if 1 may venture the word with-
out fear of misconstruction) which is pre-
cisely the reverse of the Socialistic view.

Truth lies not ** hetween the twe,” but in
a synthesis of the two opinions.

Anarchist Mutualism is a modification of
the program of Individualism, laying more
emphasis upon organization, cooperation
and free federation of the workers. To
these the trade union is the nucleus of
the free cooperative group, which will ob.
viate the necessity of an employer, issue
time-checks to its members, take charge of
the finished product, exchange with differ-
ent trade groups for their mutual advan-

tage through the central federation, enable,

and like
The nut
ualist position on the land question is iden
tical with that of the Individualists, as well
as their understanding of the State.

The material factor which accounts for

its members to utilize their credit,

wise nsure them against loss

‘i such differences as there are bet ween Indi- -

vidualists and Mutualists, is, I think, the
fact that they first originated in the brains
of those who, whether workmen orbusiness
men, lived by so-called independent exer-
tion. Josiah Warren, though a poor man,
lived in an Individualist way, and made his
free life social experiment in small country
settlements, far removed from  the great
organized industries.  Tucker, also, though
@ city man has never had personal associa-
tion with such industries.  They had never
known directly the oppressions of the large
factory, nor mingled with workers’ associa-
tions.
their leaning towards a greater Commun-
ism. Dyer D. Lum spent the greater part
of his life in building up workmen's unions.
himself being a hand worker, a book binder
by trade.

I have now presented the rough skeleton
of four different economic schemes enter-
tained by Anarchists. Remember that the
‘point of agreement in all is: no compulsion.
Those avho favor one method have no inten-
tion of forcing it upon those who favor an-
other, so long as equal tolerance isexercised
toward themselves. .

Remember also, that none of these schemes
is proposed for its own sake, but because
through it, its projectors  believe, liberty
may be best secured. Ewvery Anarchist, as
an Anarchist, would be perfectly willifig to
surrender his own scheme directly if he saw
that another worked better,

The Mutualists had; consequently

T
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For myself, I believe that all these and
many more could be advantageously tried
in different localities; I would see the in-
stincts and “habits of the people express
themselves in a free choice in every com-
munity; and I am sure that distinct envir-
onments would call out distinct adapta-
tions.

Personally, while I recognize that liberty
would be greatly extented under any of

" these economies, 1 frankly confess that none
of them satisfies me.

Socialism and Communism both de-
mand a degree of joint effort- and ad-
ministration which would beget more regu-
lation than is wholly consistent with ideal
Anarchism; Individualism and Mutual-
ism, resting upon property, involve a
development of the private policeman
not at all compatible with my notions
of, freedom.

My ideal would be a condition in which
all natural resources would be forever free
to all, and the worker individually able to
produce for himself suthicient for all his vital
needs, if he so chose, so that he need not
govern his working or not working by the
times and scasons of his fellows.® I think
that time may come; but it will only be
through the development of the modes pf
production and the taste of the people.
Meanwhile we all ery with one voice for the
freedom to try.

Are these all the aims of Anarchism?
They ‘are just the eginning. They are an
outline of what isdethanded for the material

“producer. If as a worker, vou think
no further than how to free vourself
from the horrible bondage of capitalism,
then that is the measure of Anarchism for
you. But you vourself put the limit there,
if there it is put.  Immeasurably deeper, im-

~measurably higher, dips and soars the soul

~which has come out of its casememit of cus-
tom and cowardice, and Jdared to claim its
Self.

Ah, once to stand unflinchingly on the
brink of that dark gulf of passions and
desires, once at last to send abold, straight-
driven gaze down into the voleanic Me,
once, and in that once, and in that once
forever, to throw oft the command to cover
and flee from the knowledge of that abyss,
—nay, to dare it to hiss and secthe if it will,
and make us writhe and shiver with its
force! Once and forever to realize that one
is not.a bundle of well-regulated little rea-
sons bound up in the front reom eof the
brain to be sermonized and held in order
with copy book maxims or moved and stop-
ped by a syllogism, but a bottomless, bot-
tomless depth of all strange sensations, a
rocking sea of teeling wherever sweep strong
storms of unaccountable hate and rage, in-
visible contortions of disappointment, low
ebbs of meanness, quakings and shudderings
of love that drives to madness and will not
be controlled, hungerings and moanings and

* This is exactly what is understood by Anarchist
Communism.  Yet not only to let natural recources to
be free to all, but also the products of society. Man
may produce individually, if he so chose, and also live
all by himself, yet price and property in the products
being absent, he. would live in &4 state of Communism,
being free to render his surplus products to the com-
munity and to consume in rclurufﬁcéurding to desire.
In such a state of society freedom is guaranteed to

every oue man, woman and child. : A X

sobbing that smite upon the inner ear, now
first bent to listen, as if all the sadness of
the sea and the wailing of the great pine
forests of the North had met to weep to-
gether there in that silence audible to you
dalone. To look down into that, to know
the blackness, the midnight, the dead ages
in oneself, to feel the jungle and the beast
within,—and the swamp and the slime, and
the desolate desert of the heart’s despair—
to-see, to know, to feel to the uttermost,—
and then to look at one's fellow, sitting
across from one in the strect-car, so deco-
rous, so well-got up, so nicely combed and
brushed and oiled and to wonder what lies
bencath that commonplace exterior,—to
picture the cavern in him which somewhere
far below has a narrow gallery runninginto
your own—to imagine the paiy that racks
him to the finger-tips perhaps w?lilc he wears
that placid ironed-shirt-front countenance—
to conceive how he too shudders at himself
and writhes and flees from the lava of his
heart and aches in his prison-house not dar-
ing to himself, to draw back respectfully
from the Self-gate of the plainest, most un-
promising creature, even from the most
debased criminal, because one knows the
nonentity and the ¢riminal in oneself—to
spare all condemnation (how much more
trial and sentence) because one knows the
stuff of which man is made and recoils at
nothing since all is in himself,—this is what
Anarchism may mean to you. It means
that to me.

And then, to turn cloudward, starward,
skyward, and let the dreams rush over one
—no longer awed by outside powers of any
order—recognizing nothing superior to one-
self—painting, painting endless’ pictures,
creating unheard symphonies  that sing
dream sounds to you alone, extending
gympathies to the dumb hrutes as equal
brothers, kissing the lowers as one did when
a child, letting oneself go free, go free be-
yond the bounds of what fear and custom
call the * possible,”—this too Anarchism
may mean to you, if you dare to apply it
so. And if vou do some day,—if sitting at
your work-beneh. vou see a vision of sur-
passing glory, some picture of that golden
time when there shall be no prisons on the
the earth, nor hunger, nor houselessness,
nor accusation, nor judgment, and hearts
open as printed leaves, and candid as fear-
lessness, if then you look across at your
low-browed neighbor, who sweats and
smels and carses at los  toil, —remember
that as you do not know higy depth neither
do you know his height.  He too might
dream if the yoke of custom and law and
dogma were broken from him. Even now
you know not what blind bound motionless
chrysalis, is working there to prepare its
winged thing. )

Aunarchism means frecdom to the soul as
to the body,—in every aspiration, cvery
growth. )

A few words as to the methods, In times
past Anarchists have excluded each other
on these grounds -also; revolutionists con-
tempeously said ' Quaker” of peace men;
“savage Communists " anathematized the
Quakers in return. .

This too is passing. I say this: all meth-
ods are to the individual capacity and de-
cision.

There is Tolstoy,—Christian, non-resist-

ant, artist. His method is to paint picturesof _

society as it is, to show the brutality of
force and the uselessness of it; to preach the
end of government through the repudiation
of all military force.. Good! 1 accept itin
its entirety. It fits his character, it fits his
ability. Let us be glad that he works so.

There is John Most—old, work-worn,
with the weight of prison vears upon him,
—yet fiercer, fiercer, bitterer in his denuncia-
tions of the ruling class than would require
the energy of a dozen younger men  to utter
—going down the last hills of life, rousing
the consciousness of wrong among his fel.
lows as he goes. Good! That conscious-
ness must be awakened. Long may that
fiery tongue yet speak.

There is Benj. Tucker—cool, selt-contained,
critical,—sending his fine hard shafts among
foes and friends with icy impartiality, hit-
ting swift and cutting keen,—and ever ready
to nail a traitor.  Holding to passive resist
ance as most cffective, ready to change it
whenever he deems it wise. That suits him ;
in his field he is alone, invaluable.

And there i1s Peter Kropotkin appealing
to the voung, and looking withsweet warm
eager eyes into every colonizing effort, and
hailing with a child’s enthusiasm the up-
risings of the workers, and behieving in rea
olution with his whole soul. Him too we
thank. .

And there 15 George Brown preaching
peaceable expropriation through the feder
ated unions of the workers; and this s
good. Tt s his best place; he 1s at hom
there; he can accomplish most in'his own
chosen field

And over there in his cotha cell Ttudy,
hes the man whose method was to kill o
king, and shock the nations into a sudden
consciousness of  the hollowness of their
law and order.  Him too, him and his act,
without reserve I oaccept, and bend in silent
acknowledgement of the strength of the
man.

For there are some whose nature it is to
think and plead, and yicld and yetveturn to
the address, and so make headway in the
minds  of their fellowmen, and there ‘are
others who are stern and still, resolute, 1m-
placable as judah's dream of God;
those mea strike—strike  once and  have
ended. But the blow resounds across the
world.  And as on a night when the sky is
heavy with storm, some sudden great white
flare sheets across it, andevery object starts
sharply, oy, so in the flash of Bresci's pistol
shot the whole world for amoment siw the
tragic figure of the Italian people, starved,
stunted, crippled, huddled, degraded, mur-
dered ; and at the same moment that their
teeth chattered with fear, they came and
asked the Anarchists to explain themselves
Aund hundreds of thousands of people read
more in those few days than they had ever
read of the idea before.

Ask a method 2 Do vou ask Spring her
method ?° Which. 1§ more necessary the suu-
shine or the rain? They are contradictory
—ves; they destroy cach other—ves, hut
from this destruction the lowers result

‘Each choose that method which expresses
your self hood best, and condemn no other
man becaus he expresses his Seif otherwise.

p VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE.
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