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Please Tell Me, Which Are You?

There are two kinds of people on carth today ;
Just two kinds of people; no more, I say.

Not the sinner and saint, for 'tis well understood
The good are half bad, and the had are half good.

Notthe Fich and the poor, for to count a man's wealth

You must first know the state of his conscience and
health.

Not the humble and proud, for in life’s little span

Who puts on vain airs is not counted a man.

Not the fmpp\ and sad, for the swift-flying years
Bring each man his laughter and each man his tears.
No; the two kinds of people on carth that I mean.
Are the people who lift and the people who lean.

Wherever you go vou will find the world's masses
Are always divided in just these two classes.

And oddly enough, yvou will find, too, T ween,

There is only one lifter to twenty who lean.

In which class are you? Are you easing the load
Of overtaxed lifters who toil down the road?.

Or are you a leaner, who lets others bear

Your portion of labor and worry and care?
“Niroars Daspers

©
Legal Evolution vs. Anarchy.

The word Anarchy frightens vou, my
friend. You blame us for using it, and assail
the well-intentioned but timid people for
joining us. Youblame us principally because
we separate ourselves completely from gov-
ernment. The way of legal evolution seems
to you proper and secure.

Revolutionary Socialisni seems dreadful to
You, because, you say, it could engender des-
potism; but you are confident in the prog-
ress of evolution in organized force, and you
believe it possible that capital will be over-
thrown by it. Still you hope that the rich
and the poor will come to a peaceful agree-
ment, and, in your happy dream, you pre-
dict the precise date to be the 14th of July,
the anniversary of the overthrow of the
Bastile, the great day of the reconciliation
of all classes. Doubtless the word ‘“An-
can frighten those who stand by the
perverted meaning of the word, and only see
in it a synonym for disorder and violénce
and aimless struggles. But are we to blame
if we stand by the primitive sense of the
word, to the one that is given by every hon-
est dictionary, *‘absence of government''?
It is sufficient for us not to violate the lan-
guage; we are only sorry tofind it so inade-
quate that it cannot give us a single word
which has not been violated by illogical
usage.

In mythological kingdoms, every wonder-
ful garden, every goddess and palace, is
guarded by a ferocious dragon. The dragon
whichstandsat theentrance of the Anarchist
palace is not so terrible. It isasimple word,
vet there are many, many who turn aw ay
from it horrified, and we try to retain them
invain. Will men who fear a word, a simple
ever possess that consciousness of
mind which is necessary to study the thing
itself?  Alas, they will stick to their preju-
dices, and will continue to speak of the social

archy”

word,

tthe ugliest appearance, and yvou will readilvqc
Cmupclu-l\‘

hydra in the choicest terms of official jargon.
The present society, so full of the oddest
contradictions, so disorderly in its manage-
ment, so dreadful in its results, is the true
reigu of 1 Anarch
Uﬂum"\ give to the word. And, for in-
stance, in our schools of learning, the profes-
sors speak of Descartes, the great philoso-
pher, and eulogize his great energy in|c
“sweeping off " every prejudice, every worn
out idea, every erroneous system. In short,
they will give to him the highest praise for|1
his intellectual vigor, and will emphatically |«
proclaim him the emancipator of human
thought. But the same professors haveonly |1
an exclamation of horror for those who
would dare to imitate their hero. Following |t
the example of Descartes, who was the first | 1
"with the courage to brave the world in call-
ing himself Anarchist, we endeavor tol:
‘'sweep off " things and tstitutions which
heavily burden humanity. We would do
away with the traditional obedience, which |«
the morality of the masters has for centuries |1
inculeated into their servants. Although
we shall not imitate the great philosopher |
to the'end; in spite of the oppression which
has fallen upon us, in spite of the curse which |«
follows our work from one end of the world 1
to the other, Anarchists do not believe in re-
constructing  the government we have |
“sweptoff.” Besides, as it exists at present,
you acknowledge that the social edifice is of | «

understand that we only wait for the oppor-
tunity to establish a more beautiful society. |i
Wehave had enough of those kings, elected i |«
the “name of God and for the sake of the
people,”—of those powertul ministers, re- |«
sponsible or irresponsible,—of thosc legisla- |
tors who also have their kingly
granted to them by this same stupified i
mass, or by a prince,—of those magistrates
who sell out to the highest bidder what they
are pleased tocall* justice,”—of those
priests, who, representing God on carth, ||
promise places in heaven to the willing
slaves,—of those rude, blood-thirsty monsters | ¢
who demand blind obedience, absolute sup- t
pression of intelligence and morality from
those who fatally fall into the claws of a
‘regular army,”"—of those landlords and
masters who dispose of the work, tools,
machinery and land, and consequently, o1
the life of the weak and poor. We have had | ¥
enough of their religious morality, which
enslaves our mind and body; enough of the
dreadful officialism which is so corrupt in
every government, and the easiest to follow,
as it has been shown by Herbert Spencer. J

But, after all, let us think about the pos- |
sibility of transforming society * peacefully

power
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1
1

«
1

and gradually by legal -methods.”  Assur-
edly, Anarchists, more than others, shall f
defend the right of association, as they

expect everyvthing from the natural atfinity
w hldw\nsts.mmug mdependent individuals.

change in society wnder government.
have seen the result of many experiments,
in the sense which they|and are MLWLM—{M{-W—» Pres.
ent society is so constructed that we cannot
succeed in bringing about the slightest radi-
cal change by means of one of its smallest

than failure.

to the police for

expense

will

traitors,

upon the welfare of the workers.
great illasion.
any class, and upon that one less than any

up peacefully

S0 near t¢ its ears the cry for bread.

not with the laborer.

But they donot believe that cooperative asso-
ciations of workers

will accomplish a serious
We

letails. To leave capital unmolested, not

to approach those privileges which consti-
tute the State, and to think that it is po

le to construct upon this fatal organism
anew and perfect one, is just as idiotic as

to try to develop a perfect rose from a cab-

age seed.

The history of trades unions is very vol-
mminous, and we all know that in such
matters victory is oftimes more dangerous
Failure is 2 new experience,

nd will induce the vietim to join the great,
current  of
fatal has heen the

life and revolution.
result of

But
sucecee

how
An

“make

inevitably

will
will

suceeeds
and

which
become

wssociation

noney,’ rich,

conform itself’ to the conditions of capital-

sm. Itwill recognize the laws, it will resort
to the banks for
lebts and pavments, it will speculate on
yublic funds, and accumulate capital at the
of the fortunate and  the
lown-trodden. It will enter into the con-

order,

less

gregation of privilege and hecome 7 monop-

oly, and will close its doors to those who
an only offer the strength of their arms,
separated from the prolet: lres,
twill constitute itself into a state, uhtclul
f supporting the revolution of society, It
conservative, It will
lirectall its primary forees against itsformer

become utterly

rinciples and friends. the disinherited and

the rebels: and, in spite of the good will of

ts members, it will pass into the camp of

the enemy, leaving nothing hut a gang of

Alas, my friend, 1 nothing is more

acredjdepraving  than coonomical success it Our’

resent society.  As long as our vie toryvcan-

not be the victory of all, let us rather strug-

gle with the exploited for complete economic
rcu!nm
You think it possible to march towards

the general-renovation with the help of the

niddle class, whose

identical,

interests
in many

almost
depends
That is a
Let us never depend upon

are

and, instances,

of them, because the privileged elass believes
itself naturally chosen, and it will nevergive
its power, privileges and pre-
course it would he of great
advantage to the middle class not to have

judices.  Of

$o near to its eyes the sight of misery, not

There-
ore, they often make a seeming attempt to

help the poor in order that they may enjoy
life more fully; but their real svmpathy is

There is an clement
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of demoralization in theiratmosphere which
does not exist among those obliged to work
with their own hands. They look (excep-
tions excluded) withcontempt upon manual
labor. Through the effect-of their higher
education, the bourgeois, high or low, com-
mit themselves by handling a tool, and
their first thought is to guard their hands
-~{rom the stain ef work.. They.are the slaves

religion, we meet thousands of men who will
say in a very important and pompous man-
ner, “If everyone would be like me we as-
suredly could do without a government, but
we need one for the ignorant. I could live
without a religion, but we need a religion
for women and children,”” and it is by such
illogical utterances a long life is given to
religion_and government_ We highly ap-

ple increasing daily who live as equals with-
out chiefs, without rules to bind, or without
any other link than the sentiment of solidar-
ity, love, and mutual esteem? Did not the
last great event, that is, the Paris Com-
mune, foreeast a new and better future? A
new order of things is now fermenting in
which no priest, no policeman, no exploiter
will be _the master. Let us look far awav

of their fine, spotless coats, of certain exter-
nal habits which permit them to mingle
with the higher classes. In order to guard
their gaivileges they will expose themselves
to any humiliation, and to gain the favors
necessary for an official position and title
they ‘Wil stand dny debasériient.  TArents,
{riends, teachers have set them an example

. worthy of their ambition, and in order to

“reach that end the bones of his chin must be
broken to any facial mask. They become
sneaks and hypocrites.

Yes, we are the levelers. The privileged
class must disappear like the government
of which it is the product, with its tradi-
tional and legal distinctions; and it is not
by political alliance, by palliatives, or by
cooperation under government that we hope
to advance the date of the social revolu-

be divérted from our aims and the end to be
attained. By remaining Anarchists, ene-
mies of the government in every form, we
have the advantage of not deceiving any-
body, and, above all, of not deceiving our-
selves. Under the pretense of realizing a
small part of our program, we shall not ad-
dress ourselves to the powers that be, and
in this way we will avoid the temptation of
endeavoring to secure our ‘‘share,” result-
ing from the general exploitation and rob-
bery of the people.  And surely, if we would
maintain the essentials of government, we
would da no better than any other political
party. Scandals would be inevitable. As
soon as the revolutionist obtains a political
office, be he either a Socialist or an Anar-
chist, he becomes, necessarily, a conserva-
tive; from a defender of the oppressed he be-
comes an oppressor. No names are needed
for illustration. History is full of them.
And how could it be otherwise? It is the
place, the environment, which makes the
man; it is the office which makes the othicer.
It is the machinery which gives to each

—— - avheel its function. - A great diplomat. Sir

preciate liberty for ourselves and for others
as well. We do not want a master and we
will not dictate laws to others. Whatever
the advocates of government say and be-
lieve, we maintain that solidarity of inter-
ests, and the infinitely great advantages of
o Tite ot onee free md-Conmimaitstie: will be
sufficient to maintain the social organism.
Away with the changing whims of govern-
ment, which pursues the people here and
there, dragging them like a herd of suffering
and unconscious sheep to the gallows!

No, we do not dream of the sudden
evolution of the human mind into the
Anarchist ideal. The education of error
and prejudice will keep them in slavery and
servitude for a long time to come. But, if
we will ignore these things, mankind will
soon find out that they can live without

professors work together for the general
debasement of mankind. Kings, generals,

magistrates, police, capitalists and bosses

accomplish theirbest results in times of war,
and in theenslavement of the people. Those
whom the people cheer as their defenders
promise them a new form of government
which will emancipate humanity, and yet
these same defenders continue to support
the interests of private property and reli-
gion. Have we not been horrified in seeing
the so-called republican
unanimous thanks to the *noble™
which have saved society by a merciless
shooting, slaving and murder of 35,000
prisoners, and mercilessly slaughtering help-

assemblies  vote

armies

less women and children in the Commune?
Do we not sec assemblies still more republic-
an give proof of their wisdom and political
good-sense in keeping their jails and dun-
geons filled with republicans? And do not
these same republicans humbly kneel before
the sovereigns of the world, so-called kings
and princes? All our legislators, the ferocious
radicals of yesterday, all change into the
greatest slaves of nobility and title today.

Robert Walpole, wisely said, *“ The interests
of all governments are absolutely opposed
to the interests of the governed.”” Thus he
who makes himself a governor becomes the
enemy of the people. If we care to remain
useful to the cause of the weak and of the
oppressed, let us know how to keepour own
place in their ranks. At any rate, we must
not separate from our comrades, even under
the pretense of serving them. Let every
honorable man strike every time it comes to
a matterof *title,” or a delegation of power
to any one which places him authoritatively
above others. Thus the revolutionary
forces shall not be divided.  The people shall
cease to send authoritative representatives
to positions of power in order to be in turn
oppressed by them.

In regard to mo are cowardly
enough to desire a /m —well, let them
look for masters! We ourselves donot want
them. In regard to government, as well as

Although, perhaps, vears and c‘entur;cs
stand between us and the final Social Revo-
lution, we shallcontinue to work constantly
for the great upheaval, studying with inter-
est the development of events. Let the dead |
bury their own dead. Iet the candidate in|
power sing louder the praises of governmen-
tal reform. We shall direct our efforts to in-
crease and gather the elements of the disin-
herited in order to establish a free society.
The aim which we pursue is not chimerical,
for we see it progressing from a thousand
points at once. Numberless associations are
springing up everywhere, and have come to
assert that a great change is taking place in
the human mind which points more and
more toward communal life and work. The
contempt with which ancient religions and
official morality is treated, and the progress
of free thought, shows us plainly that indi-
viduality is asserting itself, and that the in-

dividual will soon be free. Are not the peo-

to Russia. How great and heroic are those
men and women who abandon their titles,
their fortunes and comfortsfor the good and
welfare of the people, in order to raise them
out of their darkness and Dblighted lives,
although the snow of Siberia is before them!
Poes this-noet encourage us to devote our
efforts to the great work of gathering all
the remaining elements for the futuresociety?
Yes, the great day of re¢joicing will come.
But it will not only have the aim of celebra-
ting the federation of peoples without kings
and masters, but it will glorify the union of
men, free at last, left without masters; and
we will then realize the prophesy of our
great ancestor, Rabelais, ** Man, do as you
please ! "—Translated for FREE SociETY from
a lecture by Elisee Reclus.

— 0 —
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I have had occasion to spend several days
recently in the legislative halls of this State.
I have watched the proceedings of the assem-
blies, listened to the debates, noted the com-
ing and going visitors, the interviews in the
lobbies, the absorbed, full-of-business air of
some, the indifference and apparent non-
chalance of others, the anxiety but ill-con-
cealed in all. The building itself is awe-
inspiring and well-calculated to stimulate in
one a sense of the great importance of its
existence; with its great stone columns, the
polished, Colorado colored marbles, the shin-
ing brass work, the massive workmanship,
all combining to overawe the spectator who
might dare to question the use of it all. In-
side the legislative halls are the representa-
tives and senators, nominated, elected, sent
there at great expense to the people of the
State, occupying those spacious and beautiful
chambers fitted up with every possible con-
venience. ‘Then there are clerks, pages,
ushers, guardians, watchers, servitors innum-
erable, all to be paid and all depending fora

living on the existence of this wonderful in-
stitution.  People come and go, feelinga
sense of carrying the welfare of all society
on their shoulders; measures concerning the
conditions and conduct of all sorts of people
are pending; the very air seems to be
weighty with soon-to-be-solved problems.

Hidden behind it are the great class inter-
ests; secret wires, unspoken deals, pron.ises
and threats; the unpublished ‘‘legislation™
that changes the standing of money, property
and personal power like some unseen magic.
Thousands of people in tHe State are ab-
sorbed, saturated with the spirit, the essence
of this place. Think of trying to convince
them that this is all a useless burden—a worse
than useless burden—a thing that creates the
wrongs it is perpetually blindly stumbling
toward righting ! It is a great part of living
itself to them.
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Our somewhat radical friends, who are still better give'it up and hope and work with us,
fluttering in the borderland of legislative who would get rid of the machine altogether.
An enlightened peo le on a free carth need

Tazzie M. HOoLMES.

regions, tell us sometimes: ‘*Oh, you are so
impractical! See! After all you say about it not forevermore.
corruption, this is the mouthpiece of society.

This is the place where the thoughts seething
in the brains of the masses crystalize and
take shape to be of some use; here is where:
everything must be done finally, if doue at

—_— 00—

A Senator’s Mistake.
[ heartily wish, as a senator, I could get rid of the
idea that this government is being run by those in
authority in the interests of the rich and against the

—Chicag:
tate, and if your ideas are ever materialized

at all it must be here through the only me-
dium of materialism. How can you ever
accomplish anything after cducation, if not
through legislation? T'he expression of the
people is through their representative hodies.’

The above is a quotation from a speech |
recently delivered by Senator Tillman in|
the United States Senate.

The senator will never get rid of this idea
so long as he remains a senator. Govern-

No doubt we appear as foolish and as futile
in our efforts as these dear, unsophisticated,
would-be politicians do to us. They forget
that not a measure for the real benefit of the
people was ever carried out by law-making
bodies until by agitation, education and in-
vestigation the thing itself was ripe, and
would be whether embodied in a law or not.
They forget that far from wishing to use
their ““mouthpiece’’ at all, we want society
to be where it would be without it. Their

Government is based on authority. Author-
ity is based on a supposed justice. Thi
idea of justice emanates from the igno-
rance of a foolish people. There is no ques-
tion, senator, but that the people are in a
great measure to blame for their suffering,
but since you cannot get rid of this humiliat-
ing idea of which you speak, would it not
be a good idea to get off the people’s back?
‘“Authority’’ and the ‘interests of the rich”’

monthniece ! is also an instrument a2 ma- :
= Y ATC SY MOy TITOUS TX Pressions) -~and —we world

like to ask the senator if the poor have any
interests at all except, perhaps, an interest
in choosing their masters,—senators, etc?

chine by which a great deal that else would
be innocuous theorism has become most bale-
ful powers for evil. Our idea of using it, is
not to carry out any plan of our own by use
of its power for enforcing systems, but by
demolishing the thing itself. We would
have society with all its enlightenment,
ideals, aspirations, love and longing for hap-
piness as it is now, on a plentiful earth xo/
‘‘fenced around by a parchment scroll,’
without ,the machine, without established
authority, without the legal
tuting anybody’s theories.
If this is not also the tendency of all true
reform, why is it that every sincere, consci-
entious law-maker—and there are few such

property.  Men do not accumulate property
for the sake of mere accumulation, but in
order that thev mav force others to obey their
dictates and commands through distress and
want. If men are not naturally entitled to
respect, esteem, ete.,
others to do homage to their supposed virtues
by depriving them of the necessities of life.
Monopoly of the natural resources of life
could never exist if it were not for the basic
Gov-

they endeavor to foree

means of insti-

element of brute force in government.
ernment cnforces a humiliating dependence,
Author-

—is working either to repeal some bad law,
or trving to make another which will correct
the wrongs resulting from one? When there
is any real good being done by the law-maker,

hence charity lwcumcq a virtue (?).
pomp, humility
In authority conscious good be-

ity is the basis of all and
| obedience.

|comes a ])L’I\'Crtk’(i eg 'UUSIH.

it is something of this nature. The ground |

=B o Let the proletaire once awaken to the logic
for law-making in the original, is pretty well |

1 S ; and he will have
About every T,'hmg' is: mnonapelized \ no furth.1 occasion to decry the fatal condi-
be, everything is

. of the senator’s position,
covered.

that can ‘¢ protected,’

itting astride

1
{ige . .
_Itions that exist because of his

(for shame.

ments are instituted for no other purpose,
than the exploitation of the weak and poor. |

Despotic authority is grounded in private |

small hope that even some Chinese will get
back their dues. A special cable to the New
Vork IHerald states that **if only one-tenth
"of the charges of murder, assault and rob-
bery against the foreigners are substanti-
ated, Christendom will have cause to blush

"

i Christendom has long since passed the
blushing stage. The position of procuress
{for the State has robbed the ancient damsel

that line, and her adherents are often tound
far in the rear of the “dogs of war™ they
Ihelped  to robbing the defenseless
gpcnplc of all they possess.  Bishop Favier is
tascoundrel as well as a<Christian. Not a
1‘.x'lr.'m}_fc combination, as similar cases prove.
* *

| Mrs. Nation naturally
[arouses some speculation regarding the ab-
fsurd inconsistencies of Christian  fanatics.
A notable incident in Christ’s career upon
carth was his turning water into wine at
According to Mrs. Na-
tion's logic, whosoever gives strong drink to

loose,

The crusade of

the wedding feast.

the fact that Christ, whose instrument she
claims to be, gave the wedding guests wine
where he might have given them water! A
still more notable incident
rChmist e wie e whipped—the—
changers from the temple, ad his bitter con-
interest, that the
%humlrclh part of acent was usury.

demnation of declaring

= M
.

Where, oh where, is the Christian that will
head o erusade against the money sharks?
Christ tavored wine drinkimg and raided the
money changers.  His devoted followers do
exactly the reverse of the plain examples He
set them. The rich and the powerful Shy-
locks of the land have nothing to fear; no

wiave of Christian wrath will ever flood their
blood from their vietims.  This sccurity is
hased upon the fact that they help fatten
the shepherds of God, and go halves with
them in fleecing the flock.

- . -

The comments of Abe Isaak Jroin reference
to Grand Allen's “Plain Words on the Wo-
man  Question,” are right to the point.
There
than there is the
duty of paternity on man. The term duty
is never more out of place than when it is
Lused to impress asense of " obligation in this

maternity upon woman,

stence is open to

everyboay 18 privieged that 15 WoTtr Wit T 5 =
; [of the poor man’ "(‘CL S 108 ¢ S | respect to some one or something apart from
everybody else is restricted and restrained lieselt, The: calue of o8
| ONECSCH. 2 ¥t ] -
, ; S she —_— 0 —
:mfi held down, «md'tho:.e punished and un-} (question even under the happiest cireum-
prisoned who are likely to make the powers | Comments. stances. A decrease in the birthrate will not

that be any annoyance ; and this is the sum |

A church dignitary in Peking, Bishop Fav-
and substance of original law-making. Now |jer, is charged by the family of Lu Scu, with
there is nothing to do for conscientious ones | rohbing their home of money and valuables
who v.ould like to earn their salary, but luitu the amount of $700,000.
legislate on the evils that result from all“l‘l\' created quite @ sensation.
probably remember that
foreign affairs, and

This charge

The Teader
And here there is end- | will L Seu was
\lha hnmu minister of

previous legislation.
less room for work. For one restrictive iaw
necessitates another,

they all conflict and cross and cause ceaseless

and this another until Fwas exceuted by the Chinese government.

I'he family declare the stolen property to

. S . . . be in the hands of Herbert G. Squires, first
disputes and complications which bid fair to : - 4
seerctary of the American legation: and

ep the lawyers and law-makers busy fi iy . s
keep the lawyers and law-makers busy from that itis about to he shipped aboard.  The

arch thief, Bishop Favier,

Does any good soul ever hope to di.scn-l It is that
tangle the mass of knots and snarls? Helluiu mds of every nationality in Peking are
will sicken with disappointment if he tries; [ quarreling over their hooty, and there is !

; ooms-day. 1 in I
now to dooms-day is now in France.

rumored the league of civilian

solve the cconomic problem, hut it will lessen
the amount of human misery.
Caplinger Mills, Mo, Kare

AUSTIN.
— )

The objections which have been brought
against a standing army, and they are many
and weighty, and deserve to prevail, may
also at last be brought against a standing
government.  The standing army is only an
arm of the standing government. The gov-
ernment itself, which 1s only the mode which
execute  their
will, is cqually liable to be abused and per-
verted hefore the people can act thrmwh it.
—Thoreau. -

the people have chosen to

his hrother is a murderer, and this in face of

in the life of

temples, though they wring the last drop of

is no more need to urge the duty of

R — —“‘*rf—m‘r tenderrer—shenryheve posessedin—— |
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worse, and the rulers have gradually become
more and more arrogant in the wielding .of
power. '

* =
-

At the dawn of the new century matters
were certainly tranquil enough; and from
the ease with which scoundrelism has been
carried into the Philippines, South Africa,
China, and other places, the masters were

g -ways and—means-with-which|-

not-di

NG R

of order with the absence of all direct government of
man by man as the political ideal; absolute individual
liberty.—Century Dictionary.

Notes.

After considering the matter carefully,
we have decided to raise the subscription
price of FREE SOCIETY to $1 per year. The
size is now doubled, the quality of the paper
is much better than before, and other ex-
penses have increased proportionately ; so we
are compelled to add this extra expense to
our readers, in order to make the paper more
self-sustaining than heretofore. It is both
just to ourselves and the many friends who
have to the past devoted themselves untir-
ingly in the effort to keep FrREE SoCIETY
and its publications above water, that this

_labor should be nore equally disttibuted. - It
shall be our aim to make our readys feel

that the paper is well worth a dollar, which
can aid will be done with ample funds at
our disposal, and so they will have no cause
to regret the increased price. However, as
this is an unexpected measure, we will, in
order to give the subscribers who are in

arrears an opportunity to renew their sub-

- scriptions;-reeeive and credit at the fifty-cent

rateall renewals and new subscriptions which
are received'at this office on or before March
6, after which the dollar rate will prevail.
But those who are unable to pay for the
paper will receive it by droppmg us a postal
stating the fact.

* . *

We do not, however, think it advisable to
send the paper indefinitely to subscribers
after their subscription has expired, unless
we or our agents are notified that the paper
is desired. We would especially urge our
delinquent subscribers in New York to com-
municate ecither with us or our friend M.
Maisel, 170 Henry St., otherwise their names
will e taken off the Tist ™™ e

& —
Note and Comment.

It is said that ‘‘great events cast their
shadows ahead.”” If this‘is true; the revo-
lutionist who has had little encouragement
in the last quarter of the old century may yet
see the glimmerings of a brighter dawn in
the future.

* . *

Sinceé the days of the Paris Commune, all
people who have worked for and hoped that
the proletaire of all lands would soon rise
and shake off his back the parasites of the
world, have met with one disappointment
after another. The burdens of taxation have
been increasing all the time, the condition of
the laborer has been going-from bad to

to face an awakened proletanat which will
some day surely demand 2 reckoning for past
wrongs. But hardly are they sure of their
places, when the mutterings of relellion are
already heard. In Spain the people aie vi-
ciously discontented, and seize upon every
occasion to make demonstrations hostile to
the reigning dynasty. During the past days
the hatred of the people for the Jesuits and
rulers has taken such a violent form that the
entire country is in a state of unrest. The
royal household of course defend their best
friends (the Jesuits); and as a result the dem-
onstraticns in Madrid have gone to such an
extent that the royalty have thought it nec-
essary to lock themselves up in their castles.
Martial law has been proclaimed, and Wey-
ler, who shocked the world by his brutality,
is ‘““master” of Madrid. It is reasonable to
expect that the end is not yet, and that the
horde of ruling brigands who have dominated
Spain, will do some more trembling in the
near future. The newspaper dispatchés have

attachied great importance to the recent mar- |

riage of a royal couple in Spain as being a
cause of all this unrest. But that is only an
attempt to give a light character to events
that are of deep significance. The Spanish
people are ready to throw off the yoke of
kings, and the event which is likely to set
the fires of revolution ablaze may be entirely
insignificant, although considered as of great
importance by some writers. The important
matter is that the conditions for a revolution
are ripe, to be seized upon at any time.

* *

Austria is also contributing her share to
the general unrest of the times. In Buda-
pest the unemployed laborers have had sev-
eral street fights with the police; while ‘‘so-
ciety’’ in the fine cafes looked on and ridi-
culed the starved appearance of the multi-
tude” "Their time is nol yet, but the “dayis
coming on !

. .

The Russian czar is learning that the price
of tyranny comes high. Since his return to St.
Peteisburg from Lividia, the political police
have been in constant fear of a conspiracy
against his life, and they have inaugurated a
reign of terror. Hundreds of houses have
been forcibly entered, and every day a num-
ber of arrests take place. Members of the
so-called ‘‘best’’ society, as well as journal-
ists, lawyers, students and workers are daily
arrested.  All papers criticising the govern-
ment are promptly suppressed. In addition
to this, the health of the czar is looked after
by twenty-seven physicians, and a number of
expert chemistsexamine his food, through fear
that he may be poisoned. Among the stu-

dents in the universities great unrest is mani-
fested, which probably gives his Iz;ecnous
majesty good cause for fear. The fate of his
tyrannical grandfather undoubtedly haunts
this parasitical vagabond. ¢ Uneasy hes the
head that wears a crown !’

* *
*

» Lo those who expect any comment on the
shows which have recently been enacted by

[Toyalty in England and Holland, it may be
said that time and space are too valuable to
notice every circus performance that takes
place. . -

* e -

The resistance of a few Boer farmers to
English aggression in South Africa is meet-
ing with a success that was hardly expected.
All the expert ‘‘defeat-explainers’ in the
British Empire have long ago exhausted their
excuses. The Englis] statesmen sadly admit
that the ‘“war is not yet ended,” and are
coming with bills to the English worker and
asking ““pay, pay!" “T'he masses of Britain
sanctioned this war, the barharity of which
horrified even the brutal Weyler, and the
time has come when the bills are falling due.
But above the show of the ‘“court,” dim

»Tmurmurs are-heard-from the amasses, as they

are beginning to realize into wh’lt they have
been humbugged and fooled.

* *

Meanwhile the twins, militarism and mi-
perialism, ar eslowly getting in their work
in this country. Already a vast amount of
blood and treasure has been poured iuto the
Philippines in a hopeless effort to subdue a
liberty-loving people. Porto Rico is fast
learning how to play the role of India to the
United States, and party organs are demand-
ing that the Cubans be deprived of indepen-
dence in spite of all ‘‘ill-considered pledges
and emotional resolutions,’" as the Cleveland
leader puts it.  America is fast reaping the
results of a ‘‘world-war-policy,” although
some time will pass before the American
‘‘sovereign’’ knows what he is ‘‘up against.”

Agrg Isaaxk Jr.

—_—— ) —

Law, Crime and Anarchy.

If it were not for fear the criminal class
would, in the absence of law and the re-
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1strainmg forces of The -State, TEgr supreme, T T

many persons would espouse Anarchy, who
now, on account of that fear, dread it and
consequently strenuously oppose its propa-
gation whenever, wherever, and by what-
ever means they can.
Anarchy are not governed by such motives,
but with them I shall not attempt to argue
now.

Without government there could be no
crime, because crime is the commission or
the omission of an act, either forbidden or
required by law. Law necessarily preceded
crime, because the committing or omitting
to commit an act does not hecome a crimi-
nal offense till a statute governing the act is
created. This forces the conclusion that hu-
man law produces human crime; that hu-
man crime is the offspring of human law :
that the human criminal is the victim of hu-

man law. Reasoning thus, law and not the

All the opponents of
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human being is the criminal in human soci-
cty. Persons denounced as criminals are
not such at all, but instead .are the victims
of a criminal whose name is—Law. When
such persons disobey it, when they evade it,
when they defy it, when thev resist it—the
law—they are not, as we have been taught
to believe, committing a crime; they are en-
deavoring to protect themselves against the

To discove’r the criminal in humansociety,
a few indisputable facts must be considered.
In order to live man must eat. He must
labor to produce his food. Aside from his
labor, the soil is the chief factor that enables
him to produce food; and without the soil,
though the other elements that enter into
production of food stuffs, air, light, heat and
water are present, life could not exist, be-
cause the womb of production—the soil—
is lacking. To deprive him of access
to the soil is to deprive him of food—life
itself. Statutory law has done this very
thing. It has separated a large portion of
mankind from-the soil, by making land
an article of commerce, private property, in-
stead of leaving it to become the common
property of all, to be freely used by all.
Human society. as a result of law and gov-

ernment, is divided into _two classes: the

landlord class and the landless class. The
former is a propertied master class, the latter
a propertyless, subject, servile, pauper and
dependent class, with none of the advantage
in the struggle for human existence possessed
by the propertied master class.

Out of this system of land holding has
risen a desire for large holdings of wealth,
and capitalism is the result; and it has
produced - two - distinet - and -diametricatly
opposite commercial and economic classes
—the employer and | the emplove.  And
since. mankind accepted laws which made
land and the natural resources private prop-
erty, the results ¢duld not have been other-
wise, because the disinherited, not being
able to comply with the law relative to
acquiring ownership in the soil, and be-
ing too ignorant to ignore the law, and
seize the unused land, which they should
have done, and will ultimately have to do,
have been foreed to accept terms dictated by
For the use of the land they
—the workers—give to the landlord a por-
tion of the products of their labor. (**No
crime in that,” shouts the exponent of law

the landlords.

inrdhorder:y —Or 4 other—words, as the fand-
lord has them securely shut off from the
land, he employs them to cultivate the soil
and produce wealthfor him. The portion he
takes is rent, the portion he leaves the work-
er is wages.  The amount of wealth that

entirely, from the need to toil; but it makes
the worker labor the more, because he must
produce support for himself and the land-
lord. The landlord would not be able to
levy this tribute if it were not for the law
and the blind belief of the worker that laws
are made chiefly for his benefit. The portion
of production left to labor is just sufficient
to sustain muscular energy in the worker,

| but not sufficient to allow accummation-of

wealth; for if he were to accumulate unto
himsel{ wealth—a large store of food—he
would not work steadily, willingly and prof-
itably for the employer. When the landlord
is abundantly supplied and cannot profit-
ably employ the dependent worker, he dis-
misses him—evicts him from the premises.
But the worker cannot dismiss his appetite
nor evict the pangs of hunger merely hecause
he is out of work. Unable to sell his labor
and without the means to buy food, should
he vield to the force of ncecessity and beg, he
is according to law a criminal.  Should he
take it without asking, steal it or attempt
to do so, he is also a criminal.  Should he,
as a last resort, attempt suicide, he is again
a criminal, and will in cither case he severely
punished. Knowing this he often commits
murder in attempting to evade the law, not

 because he_loxes to murderany more than

he does to g, steal or commit suicide, bt

to protect hims:f against the law.  Who,

then, is the criminal, the law or the indus. jean he sustained Dy 2 less

trial outcast?

Law also int:rleres whenexchange of com-
modities tale place.  Law has made of one
kind of prcperty a measure of value for all
other kinds of property, land included. Here
law has further strengthened the propertied

class; il comespondingly. weakeneil thie

propertyless class.  The money law enables
the employer to utilize the labor power of
the employe for his own henefit, and makes
the mastership of the emplover and the sub-
jection and dependence of the emplove com-
plete.

That the workers eagerly defend the law
and submit to its resultant conditions, is
something for which the propertied class
should Te truly thankful. Should the pro-

ducers of the world ever come to see the law

inits trie light and understand itseffect, the
masters will be quickly thrown from the

comfortable place they now occupy on the

back of Labor.
Governments claim a legal right to ory

ize large forees of armed men called armies
to invade and seize the territory and destrov
the lives and property of smaller nations.
Thisiscalled “conquest,” **henovelent assim-
An
individual imitates the government on_a

ilation,” and **spreading civilization.™

In the absence of the State, a condition of
freedom—Anarchy—will prevail.  In such a
condition no landlords, nor landless could %
be possible; for land would be free to all as
air and sunshine. Likewise there would he
no money-lords to trafhic in the toil of free
beings, because exchange would be free and ‘
money would be useless, as there could be no
law to give it arbitrary value.  Men could

the fruits of their labor to others for the
privilege of producing subsistence for them-
selves. Release from taxationfor the support
of officials and soldiers is another henefit
Anarchy would bring to humanity. The
idlers in society, being relieved of the power
to exact support from labor, would have
to assume their share of labor.  This would
effect an equitable distribution of the bur-
den of toil, which, instead of heing extremely
exhausting and consequently more of less
repulsive, would he o health-producing exer-
cize for body and mind. Exhaustive toil
dwarfs and stupefies the intellect which. is
very often the cause of irrational deeds. An-
archy will remove the cause of erimes that
arise from this source.,

In Anarchy the trend of population will
reverse itself. Population then will leave

bhack to the ruruT\\dislricts, hecause of the
freeland and opportunity it affords. Life then
amount of labor
The village will take the
This will have a whole-
some ceffect on the conduct of the people.
The large cities are the result of Liven con-
ditions,

Ithan in the cities.
place of the city.

In Anarchy these conditions will

not prevail, therefore different results regard-
g eetert-ef—population wit follow - and - —

the manners, habits and customs of the peo-

ple change. The eriminal—the liow—heing
repudiated, courts, ptisons, police and ¢
cutioners will he needless under freedom: for
the unfortunate victims of Taw, now ealled

criminals, will not exist, hecause heing given
the opportunity to live unplundered, there
will he noincentive to he vicious.

Inits nature man-made law is contract-
Contraction is death,
pansive.

e, Freedom is ex-
Expansion is the Low of life, Man-
made laow contracts and kills human action,
while frecdom expands and promotes human
action. No civilization ever perished hee
of

ause

freedom. Al civilizations have fallen

i“‘t;\'crlmulu) with laws.

Nothing in art, scienee, literiture or indus-
try owes birth to man-made low. For ages
men have suffered and died that Taw might
flourish and government live.  From hence-
forthlet government die and law perish that

men may live, Controlvonr_feac tbat it

Tabor anually pavs in rent to the benehicia-]
ries of law, for the privilege of living, is far
in excess of what it retains foritself; still lhcl
hosts of labor strenuously uphold and defend
the law. What interest they have in uphold-
ing and defending it when theyv are its sole
victims, is hard to determine; nevertheless,
they are continually demanding the fulfilment
of the law, and the greater the reverence
for the law the more is labor oppressed, sub-
jected, humbled, ragged, hungered and out-|
cast. Itis like the victim of the knout de-
manding that more lashes be laid across his
bared back.

The rent frees the landlord in part, if not

4

ale, and the Taw declares that
to Le murder and robbery.  But if the indi-
vidual can multiply his force dnd be suce

dimmutive s

ful, as Diaz, the president of Mexico did, the
law thenis silent about murder and robbery.

Driven by law from the land, denied sub-
sistence, unless gained by legal methods, the

imdividual is often forced to commit deeds
which the law declares to be eriminal, when
in reality the law—society—is the eriminal.

To rid society of crimind, the cause of

crime must he discovered. Upon investiga-
tion law has been found to be the cause, and
nothing short of the extermination of law—
government—will rid society of criminals.

may not control you and keep vou from in-
| L . .
Pvestigating and embracing that which may

“odoy o good, vou timid workers who hear

the burden of the world's toil,
there is nothing for vou to fear.

In Anarchy
Listen to
the voice of rez

son, and learn that priest-

craft and Stateeraft are not—for vou, the

workers—the gods vou think them to he.
San Francisco, Cal. Cox Lyxen.

—_—

- Butificis of such o nature that it requires you to he
the agent of injustice to another, then, Isay, bhreak the
Haw.  Let your life be a counter friction to stop the

Lmaching. What I have to il is to sce, ¢

any rate,
that Tdo not lend mysell 1o the w rong which [ con-
denmin.—Thorean,

Hha- congested - conters—thecities—mmid fhotg - emmm e
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The honrable Mr. Pingree, a very good,
very brave and very usefal man, deelares his
belief that if conditions are not bettered this
country will witness a bloody revolution.

Mr. Pingree is perhaps a trifle too dra-
matic in his utterance. .

But what is the use of getting excited

This country is based on a revolution, and
the only other republic of any importance is
also based on a rev n)utmn—the very bloody
French Revolution.

It is cheap &d easy to rail at Pingree be-
¥ cause he happens to be among plutocrats,
£ that queer bird—a real republican.

* Let us take some other authority, to avoid
prquduc

How %vould Thomas Jefferson do?

He was a good man, was hemot? The
writer of the Declaration of Independence
should have a word to say abhout future
events. He was quite enthusiastic on the
subject of revolutions.

What would you say if Pingree should
| speak asdid Jefferson after Shay’s rebellion in
= Massachusetts? That rebellion was really

2 an attempt at'revolution, and it was aimed
rE—— e —at the plutoeratie-class that hudulready done

some very fine work in our land. It fright-
ened the prosperous jealous States so thor-
oughly that it frightened them into a firm
union. On the baby attempt at revolution
this Union now stands. Pretty good thing
it was from that point of view.

Now hear Thomas Jefferson out-Pingreeing
Pingree.

A little rebellion,” he said after Shav's

“attempt, “is a4 good thing, und ought not
to be too much discouraged.”

He thought the revolutionary feeling a
medicine good for the health of government.
Listen to this and forget Pingree :—

“God forbid that we should be twenty
vearswithout sucha rebellion—what signify
afew lives lost in a century or two? The
tree of liberty must be refreshed from time
to time with the blood of ])dt[‘l()l\ «m(l ty-
rants: it was its natural manure.’

Our personal opinion, perhaps too opti-
mistic, is that the world may have seen the
end of “bloody revolutions.”

But, better a bloody revolution, or two,
or forty, than political stagnation, and
continued grinding of the lower by the up-
per class.

There are millions of men without a decent
chance in life.

There are cl:

sses that die of too rich food
and classes that die of too little food of any
land

There are hundreds of thousands of chil-

dren uneducated, or doomed to an unfair
- chance if they are educated.

There are scores of millions paving with
blood and sweat and the thin mony of pov-
erty all the government expenses, that a few
- preposterously rich shirkers and mr}uun
may go free.

If these things could only be got rid of at
the price of a bloody revolution, the price
would be cheap.  We should advocate ** re-
freshing the tree of liberty ™ exclusively with
the blood of tyrants, and not at all with
that of patriots; otherwise we have no ob-
jections to Mr. Jefferson’s program. .

<on'e e when one meuntions a_revolntion ? - A

The man is wise who in business, or legis-

that the instinct of revolution is indestruct-
ible in all human beings.

You can never destroy the revolutionary
instinct.—Arthur Brisbane, in the Chicago
American.

- 0—

. . “A Catchy Shibboleth.”

The editorial writer for the monopohstxc
press should never forget that, in furnishing
his contributions, eternal vigilance is the
price of his situation—his bread and butter: ]
An editorial in a recent number of the
Brooklyn Daily FEagle shows how one of
thece hirelings inadvertently ‘‘let the cat
out of the bag.”” He was criticising Senator
Jones for demanding that the Cubans be al-
lowed to govern themselves, calling the Teller
resolution a blunder, etc., when he boldly
declared, ‘‘independence is neither more nor
less than a catchy shibboleth.”"

Well, that /s news, and it is probably true.
‘“A catchy skibboleth!"” Governments and
rulers, in other words, are engaged in prom-
ising the people anything, only that they
may the more easily attain their own ends.
The common peopTe “who form the bulk of|
the population, and put their masters in
power, are to be humbigged by ‘‘catchy
shibboleths,’” after which their rights are to
be denied, or taken away from them. Well,
it is worth while to know the truth, though
one would hardly look for it in such a quar-
ter. M.

—

Reply to Kate Austin.

If you can spare me the space I want to
say a few words in relation to the review of
my **Red Heart ™ pamphlet by Kate Austin.
But first I want to congratulate- vou on
your removal, and the improved appearance
of FREE SocCiETY. and ex-
press ever a broader, gentler and more lib-

May it prosper,

eral gospel!

We have few better the liberal
ranks than Comrade Kate Anstin. She has
literary feeling, and the beautiful personal
spirit of the woman is revealed in every sen-
Only I think s
in her advocacy of violence, as a remedy,;
“but that is anothers toryv.”  Certainly 1
feel that in this review she has done her hest
Yet in pointing out my mistake 1
And thatis

writers in

tence she pens. she is mistaken

for me.
think she is herself
what I want to write about.

Now, the **Red Heart" is not faultless.
Larfrom it: Thave somew hitt_ontgrown it,
and inevery way itgives me less satisfaction
than any other hooks.  Almost all
ideas it are sound, and as good as
but in many

mistaken.

of my
basic

, and some very original ;

ever
places have I rather concealed than brought
them out, rather made them repellant than
winning.  The book is well worth reading,
but awkward, and that is a great fault. On
the whole it is not attractive, and no hook
has a right to be unattractive. 1 made the
great mistake of supposing that a book of
this kind could he made anatomical. On the
contrary, every book dealing with Socialism
should glow with life and love and beauty.

Had the whole book bheen written on the
lines of the “Advice and Miscellany " chap-

sanie- and so-be repeled-—Had-Ioate Aastin

cut out & tumor,

oS - g " C T
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Revolution. lation, or government keeps inmind the fact | ter it would have beenagreat improvement.

And the “fatal mistake’ of the book was in
presenting too much apparent and promi-
nent machinery. Now this machinery is
really harmless, and constructed with the
greatest carefulness not to scant anybody’s
liberty, vet many readers will not read
closely enough to (liscm'er this, and having

{found machinery evervwhere, under our pres-

ent system, (both mental and material) an
inmovable, cramping, binding tyradnical
thing, will be sure to interpret this as the

struck here she would have hit the mark, but
the thing she has selected reveals merely a
prejudice of her own.

Her antipathy “natural leadership,”
and she tries hard to show it the root of all
evil; and that even in this hook it isagainst
liberty. But, as a matter of fact, nothing is
more natural than leadership. In every
enterprise whatever, requiring two or more
to acteooperatively, it will be found that one
leads, advises, directs, and this one isinvari-
ably the one felt to be the best fitted to thus
serve the others.  Observe the emphasis.
He really serves, and dis service is felt to he
indispensable, and his position depends upon
s servicesnd ceases with it. Hereinthelead.
er, or adviser, differs radically from the ruler,

is

or governor, whose husiness is to make oth-
r to compel an exchange of
Now in our present
form of society, which is altogether the out-

ers serve him, o
services not desired.

growth of war and the spiritof government,
all this is confused, evertthing is obliterated
as muchas possible, and leaders are expected
to compel following, and do so compel in
DOSUCHseR,  But in a e society leauder,
advisor, superintendent, foreman,
or whatever you call him (I am not particu-
lar about names) is no more a master than
He

i
teacher,

a doctor, a carpenter, or a hod-carrier.
simply dees his work.
Let me make this clear
that all can understand.  Comrade Morton
is editor of FREE Sociey.  As such
natural leader, that is a teacher and adviser
the love of liberty.  He has his work to
do and everybody who subseribes to Frer
SOCIETY
pays his part of
Comrade Morton,
the slightest authority over any subscriber,

"llll‘ (‘Xi‘l‘('iﬁt‘ﬁ none ;

by an illustration
he s a
in
chooses or clects him a leader and

the But
though a hasn't

leader's salary.

leader,

and any subseriber can
at any time stop his subscription, and if
chough do so cither Free
or a new editor must he chosen

SociETy perishes

Now all this is exactly analogous to the
methods of the ** Red Heart.”  The natural
ler_is_frecly: chosen by those who think
him best fitted tosuperintend acertain work.

le:

Only those who elect him pay him, by dis-
tributing the payment of his salary among
themselves like subscribers, for the minority
need " ncither follow him nor pay him, and
are expected not to. Any man may ‘.\'lt)p his
individual payment at any time, and when
enoughdo so the leaderis a leaderno longer,
From first to last he has no authority except
such be temporarily delegated him by indi-
viduals for some special purpose just as 2
sick man may give a doctor authority to
In otherwords, the leader
as presented in the © Red Heart ™
an employe, and that only.
Let me give a few exrtacts :—

manual is
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‘“ Liberty is the one essential, and every-
thing else can be, nay, in liberty must be,
optional.”—p. 19.

‘ The natural leadership (non-compulsory)
of the best and wisest individuals.”—p. 20.

-« “"the recognition of the right of each
individual to he entirely free, separate, and
alone so far as he wishes."—p. 20.

==t those jealous of the rights of the in-
dividual and of the minority will please oh-
serve that there are no offices of command,

(ex ept in the S])cci:tl executive groups, and

President McKinley has been presented
with a magnificent album by Nicolas II. of
Russia. There is nothing unusal in that, al-
though it is a violation of the Constitution
of the United States; for like hegets like, and
tyranny loves its kind.

Arrests in Russia continue to take place in
great numbers.  Prof. Melukoff, the cele-
brated historian, has been arrested for at.
tending a conference of students and liberal
citizens at a private house. In Moscow 320

students have been_arrested recenih_ And.

yetlearn to understand that in everything there is hid-
den a high, wise aim. . . . ©

" But your milk was genérated with my birth and fur
me ofily,” said the amazed calf. “*And besides the milk,
Ddesire to be near you: I want to be warmed with
your heat: I long to be lulled to sleep with vour kind-

ness and sweet kisses, ™

The cow smiled. over her child's simplicity, and in-

structively said: “ Vou are young and inexperienced,

and therefore you know not the order of life. In the
past when everything was in an uncultivated state,
there you were free to run over the green meadows,
and in the valleys, trample upon the green grass: and

w—-—tln'rcrv\'t'n,‘ UITIE are 110 powers o 107¢e

obedience beyvond free consent) no rules or
legislators for others, no titles exeept dis-
criptive ones, nothing but service or advice.
No one need aceept this service or advice, or
vote, or pay or obey; and any one who
chooses may refuse the contract (except the
implied one that he is not to invade) refuse
even the insurance, and, except that he must
not invade, may do exactly as he pleases,
separate from everyone, and be as free as if
he were the only man in the world."—pp.26
-2

“Itis not to he forgotten that the fore-
going plan of organization is suggestive,
merely, and that any different or improved
plan.equally favorable to-equal bertythat
may he adopted by the Initial Council will
be perfectly acceptable to the author."—pp.
27-28, I Wi Lrovn,

.
Here and There.

There are some strange phenomena in the
course of evolution of a **free republic.”  In
the monarchical countries of Europe, even in
Russia. the flogging of  human beings was
abolished vears ago, while in the State of
Deleware the whipping-post has been re-
established as the most humane and pro-
gressive institution of civilization. In other
States the most_brutal lynching is.an_every
day occurrence. If this is “evolution" we
will soon excel the dark middle ages.

Through our contemporary  Freiheit, we
learn that the Italian comrades of New York
and vicinity have made anether attempt to
present the play “* A Man Without a Coun-
try.” It was to have taken place in Brook-
Iyn on February 9, for the benefit of Bre
family; butagain the omnipotent New York
police stepped in and prevented the perfor-
mance. ;Yet there are simpletons who claim
that wéare living in the freest coungry on
the globe.

'
Cl S

ot = TheFilipinos—fate ~is -seated: - Coid-hz

been discovered on one of the islands, and
that is of course reason enough to benevol-
ently assimilate the * rebels;” who have been
rather unfavorable to the idea of being civil-
ized by gatling-guns, whiskey and the Bible
—the nucleus of Christian civilization.

Sixty workingmen perished in a coal-mine
explosion in British Columbia. These men
are the victims of capitalistic greed ; they
were murdered by the mine owners hecause
of the few dollars it would require to have
proper outlets for the accumulating gas.

Out of 1,451 women incarcerated in the
workhouse on Blackwell's Island in one vear,
1,298 belonged to the servant class.  An.
other evidence that poverty, the result of
government and privitte property, hre

from a monster who rules thus in his own
country “our" president accepts an album,
containing illustrations of o clown perform-
ance called a coronation !

Among the demands made by the Christian
powers upon China, is one for the heads of
anumber of individuals said to be prominent
in_the Boxer outbreak. This is the point
most strongly contested by the Chinese, and
the one most strenuously insisted upon by

the “civilizers.”  Already preperations are
under way for another campaign of slaugh-
ter by the good Christians, under the leader-
ship of that German rascal who has so im-
plicitly carried out the edict of his master,
to show no quarter to the Chinese, An Eng-
lish correspondent savs the cruelty of the
Germans is something appalling, he having
witnessed executions  in one
day. This is done in ohedience to an imagi-
nary higher power.  Men never act
that way on their own initiative,—their
whole beings would rebel against such mon-

sixty-five

would

strous brutality.  Only the stupefving in-
fluences of superstition could produce such
blind obedience and inhuman fanaticism,
Government, thou art the mother of all this;

avaunt-thou monster!

_ 0 —

Comrades will please remember that M.
Maisel, 170 Henry St., receives subscriptions
for FREE SociETy.  There are many sub-
scribers in arrears, and they are kindly re-
quested to renew their subscription or to
notify us of their inability to pay at present,
otherwise their subscription will be discon-
tinued.
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The Cattle Pen.
ny .

| Juwis dnsky snd quier . The shodes PRI RO
fast covering the half broken pen.and all were asleep

GORDIN

in a death-like slumber.
Inthe infinite blue heavens there revolve vist w orlds;

and below the cattle are Iving in oblivion and dark

Itis quiet here, only now and then sounds the

eSS,
timid sigh from the cow. the dreamy grunt from the
weary ox, and the sleepy vawh from the other rumi-
nants. One little star has risen above the cattle pen,
afaint ray of light brakes into the muddy dwelling of
the peacetul animals.

A young calfl shuddering with fear, opened  her

nrarvdousmrste, jes arebeig wnvedad within Theni, &

pensthem oo T T oW T
fe. . True, notethers e

did they drink tea with milk, fry

sted s hut neither
utletsin hutter, serve

no order in i

up little pigs with eream, or bring into the large cities
carloads of milk.  Now compare that with what is,
and you will understand that everything is better and
modern.™

1 am not any hetter off for it,” answered the calf,

and with a deep sigh fell into meditation,

“And as an individual I am not any betteg off; but,
they sax. in common we are,” added the mother, and
involuntarily began to dream of the past, when the
prairies were covered with juicy wrass
ows along the banks of the rivers were free and apen,
when clearer and brighter, and the birds

and the mead-

the sun w

were joyously singing their songs.

The voung calf wrathfully shook her head and said :
“But why do they ever give me milk? 1 would rather
starve todeath than languish with thirst and weari-

olish ¢hild, vou aire talking aigainst the wisce Iz
of life.  You are wreen milk that vou should grow up.
When you have gropn up, you will give milk, because
that is vour highest destination.”

The noise of footsteps mterrupted the conversation.

With a creaking noise the pen-gate opened, and the

light of & lantern shone in the tle pen
Presently the cow heard someone say in s commend
ingvoice: “This voungster should e fod plentifully qnd

on pure milk only. You understand? A gorgeous affair

will take place and we will need a wellfed calf: bt she

must he nourished on pure milk only, heenuse it tastes
better.”
“Lwill attend to it was heard in response, and the

tether was immedintely removed from the ealf's neck.

While the pen-gate w closing the calf tawned on her

mother, sucked ravenously and gladly looked into her
The cow Towered her head, licked her
tenderiy, and responded to her wild fondness, although

mother’s eves.

weak-hearted, yet with a long impressive deep sigh.
Inthe infinite blue henvens there revolve vist worlds ;

marvelous mysteries are being unveiled within them,

andbelow the cattle are Iving in oblivion and darkness,

Again the shades of night fell upon the carth, and in
the cattle pen dusk and quict prevailed

Within an arm’s length of theeattle ponlarge palices
were heautitully illuminated with hright lights, Tt was
noisy and jolly inside ; and the banquet was i complete
At a richly

suceess decorated table were sitting finely

I

While they were eating

attired guests enjoying the delicions v

and drinking
imported wines. the delicious

wsses were refilled with the clear

meat the chiumpagne
and sparkling beverage. A seemingly refined gentle
st g rtttgyrred bl L-csctinhined s me e -

“Compare that which was with that which is. and

vou'll see swonderful change for the hetter. Gentle
men, | propose atoast to freedom and progress’

TG chicers” of (he” guests resounded within -

wine ses were clinking, knives and forks were rat

tHing, joy and laughter were supremie, while the rem
nants of the veal were cotsumed to the last mouthful.
In the penitis quict and dark

The cow. mournful

and Jonely. is lying in deep meditation.  In disgust she

turned away from tht hroken stall, and the dry straw

thrown before her to cat. In vain was she looking for

her child awith her Jarge snd Gmid eves: in vain wias

he wise © law

frightened eves and murmured quictly s Mama, [ am
cold and hungry: I want to he near you. Why aun |
tied up here?”

'
The cow slowly turned her practical, wise head :nn!’
savidl: |
“ My child, you are talking foolishly.  The tether is |
an indispensable necessity to order.  Should there be |
uo tether, there would be no order in life. You are tied |
up during the day that you may not tread upon the

nobleman’s heautitul Howers and vegetables | and at

the “criminals.”

night, that you should not suckle my milk. You must

she sighing, moaning and complaining
of Jife ™
the poor calf fulfilled. .

i perfeeted, and the * higher destination ™ of

At miduight there is silence, gloom and cheerlessness
mn the eattle pen; hut merriment, brightness and glad.
ness i the palaces,

Inthe infinite blue heavens there revolve vast worlds ;
nrvelous mysteries are being unveiled within then:
anavelow the eattle ave bving i obhivion and dirkness
Fhe world s asleep Transkated from the Rossian
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Tmedium of exchange, A58 ]'n"i'n“cﬂ {

FREE SOCIETY.

The number printed on the wrapper of
your paper shows that voursubsecription
has heen paid up to that number.

AGENTS POR FREE SOCIETY.
The following named persons will re-
ceive and receipt for subseriptions for
FREE SOCIETY.

AvLecHENY, Pa—H. Bauer, 73 Spring.
warden Ave. !
LANTIC Crry, N. [.—B. Morwitz, 2018

common working people cannot
possibly pay interest on the nu-
merous investments of our lords
—the capitalists. Then there is
a panic, and values go down to
somewhere near an exchangable
basis, only to be run up again by
the next generation.

It may be said that railroads,
cte., would not be built if they
werenot protected and subsid ized

AL Kahn, 1139 anby St
Burraro—Hattie Lang, 408 Riley St.
Crreaso—C. Plucizner, 469 Wabash Av.
Loxpox, Eng.—T. Cantwell, 127 Ossul. |
ton St., N. W,
New York—AM. Maisel, 170 Henry $t
PriLapELriia tasha Notkin, 242 N |
Second St.
ST, Lovis—C. Norman, 209

S, 15th St

e v - =

For PHILADELPHIA.

Jaceruing  therefrom,
| private individuhls.

— - IH¥h¢ government | Tt the raila]

roads and Lv.kgr.lplus are now
i built, and the time is near when
Ithe pcnplc should get the benifits
instead of

J. 0.

-

Mission Work Slow.

It is a surprising fact that, at the end

of the nincteenth century, a time when

Ccivilization has extended into hitherto

There will be held for the bene-
fit of FREE SocCIETY, the twenti-
eth century Russian tea party,|
concert and hall, with Mmes.
Barili and Staller aid Sig. Gian-|
nini among the talent, on Friday
evening, March 1, 1901, com-
mencmg at 7:30 p. m., at Penn-
sylvania Hall, Christian Street,
below Eighth. Dancing till 3 a. |
m. Tickets 25 cents.

—— —
For CHICAGO.

The. FREE SOCIETY SUSTAIN-
ING CLUB meets every Wednesday
cvening at 515Carroll Ave. Sub-
ject for Feb. 27, *‘‘Hindrances
to the Realiation of Anarchy.’
Dr. C. J. Lewis will open the dis-
cussion. Everybody is cordially
invited.

Take the Lake Street Elevated,
Ashland Avenue Station, or any
surface line crossing Ashland Ave.
or Paulina street, which is one
block east of Ashland Ave.

MONEY.

Money is a medium of exchange,
the use of which is made obliga-
tory by government in the inter-|
est of the property owners. A
man who has nothing but his
right to labor, has no use for a

by the stores run in connection
with great industries. The en-
ergy thatsome waste inshopping
is thereby saved and can be ex
pended in the interest of theirem-
plovers. If our property owning
class were compelled to show
something for their wealth be-
sides ** paper,” it would be im-
possible for them to accumulate
as they do now, without causing
s that
would sweep them out of exist-

an uprising of the mass
ence. Bot now a man “makes

money and invests it insome
cindustry ' protected  hy o the

State. Thus it accumulates with-

Jsmall followings.

out any effort on his part, until
the ** wealth'” of the country has
climbed up to a point where the

unknown contries to a far greater extent
than was dreamed of a century  ago,

| more than half of the inhabitants of the

world are heathens,

According to the latest statistics, there
are 143,000,000 Protestants, 98,000,000
followers of the Greek Church, 230,000,-
000 Roman Tatholics "and 176,000,000
The population of the
world is said to be in the neighborhood

Mohammedans.

! of 1,500,000,000. Counting the adherents

of the four great religions of the world,
and allowing 353,000,000 for the thau.
sand and one beliefs with comparatively
There is left a balance
of X00,000,000 people who worship
strange gods, or practice curious rites in
licu of religion ;
monly called heathen, and for whose con-

such people as are com-

version thousands of dollarsare collected
each week among the churches of the
civilized world.—Exchange.
- ——
Chords.
Rich thieves go to Congra

poor men go to prison.— The Social Dem-
ocrat.

s and honest

Labor not only creates wealth, bat it
also creates millionaries, and after crea-
tiig them, clothes and feeds and shelters
them. It sends them abroad to tour
Europe and the world. Labor isa mighty
handy thing to haveon hand for the con-
venience of the robbers it creates.—Social
Democratic Herald.

The excuse offered by Americans for ex-
tending sympathy to the Boers in their
fruitless struggle, is that they are a free
pu;ph fighting to the death for the main-
1ce _of their_independence and free
Does not the
rebel”

in ll[ull(l"}.
withequalforee to the

ame .\ppl_\
Aguinaldo,
and those who with him have for two
vears past held the armies of the States
at bay?—Vancouver (B.

C.) Province.

The most  dangerous  weapon  with

which 2 man can  be entrusted s
power.  Even the church in the Middle

A

es was corrupted by the power it had
cquired or which fell into its handsfrom
tine to time

So covetous

so ambjtious
and so worldly did it finally bhecome, it
almost lost sight of its original mi

ssion,
the salvation of mankind. —7he New Dis-
pensation

The government pays $330 o day
above the usual extortionate

ast mail from New York to

bonus,

charge, for a
New Orleans, which is attached to the
passenger train. This sum will pay three
times the entire cost of runing the entire
train—but the railroad managers know
what politics mean,

who do the voting and paying do not

while the jaspers

This is a Bonus, mind you, of $70 a mile|
cach way for one mail car a year. The
government thus pays an interest, two
per cent on nearly $10,000,000 for hand-
ling the mail 1,344 miles, enough to build
the railroad hetwen the two citys.—Ap-
peal to Reason.

e e~ -

The etter-Box.

W. R. A, Pasadena, Cal—Your contri-
bution will not appear on account of

some lines heing illegible. Pl write

BOOK LIST.
ALL ORDERS FOR THE FOLLOWING BOOKS

REGEIVED AT THIS OFFICE
says on the Social Problem
...H. Addis 05

The of the Feminine
Will oy Grant Allen 05
The New Hedonism................. 05
Plain Words on the Woman
QUESTION. .o e 05

Prejnlice?

" M. Bachman 50

TR and on o

G M

found *food for thought ™

Drook
in FREE Soct-
ETY. There are many, very many who
are permeated with the ideas of Anarch-
ism—freedom, and they only need to be
supplied with our literature to become
thorough Anarchists, if we only had the
means to reach them.

M. 8., Sea Breeze, Fla.—Yes, we forgot
to publish an obituary of Milan, the ex-
king of Servia; but remember that our
space is too valuable to notice the demise
of every sport, gambler and idiot.

.G, Pittshurg, Kans.—It is sad but
truc that many children of liberal and rad-
ical parents are utterly indifferent to new
ideas; but when the parents disclaim all
guilt in such cases, they simply expose

child’s
influenced, if the parents only know
hotv to cultivate it.  The rod is contami-
nating, and restrictions foster deceit and
Iying. Be a friend, an adviser, a kind
teacher: neter tell your children a lie,
even if it concerns their origin, and you
will have no cause to complain.

M. C., Philadelphia, Pa.—Your encour-
aging letter and stamps received. The

2R Lafayte Place, New York City.

S.#8.. Denver, Col—Your name was not
dropped from the list, but you had f.
to notify us of the change of address.

7. B., City.—Your letter seceived, and
were pleased to hear from rou. We
should be glad to see you.

D. D., London, Ontario.—No
awant toforee our ideas uponanyone, and |

we don't

beeause of that fact we are opposed to
government, for its sole function is to
compel one man to do this and prevent
another from doing that. If yvou don't
believe in that then your plaecis with us.

RECEIPTS.
SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Tannen, Herman, each $1. Bodhain,
75¢.  Williams, Fancon, Kirchner, Flint,
Snellenberg, Mikol, Jorgenson, Fairchild,
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ch =
DuNATIONS.

DC.

Proceeds from a raffle, Baltimore, Md.
$10. Novak, Tannen, each $1.
Fairchild, each 50c.

MEETINGS.

PritaveLprHia—The Social Seience Club
meets every Sunday evening at Industrial
Hall, Corner Broad and Wood Strects.

cerning the topics of the hour.

Lirrre Macazine all for TEN CE2
(Positive none free )
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their ignorance in rearing children. The |
mind is very perceptibleand easily |

|
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