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In the Fair Future.

“Fair the ecrown the Cause hath for you, well to die or
well to live. =

Through the battle, through the tangle, peace to gain
or peace to give."”

Al it may be! Oft meseemeth, in the days that yet
shall be,

‘hen no slave of gold abideth "twixt the breadth of

sea to sea, ¢
Oft, when men and maids are merry, cre the ﬁnli;{lj{
leaves the carth,
And they bless the day beloved, all too short for all
their mirth,

Some shall pause awhile and ponder on the hitter days

% of old,
®  Ere the toil of strife and battle overthrew the curse of
gold;

Then "twixt lips of loved and lover solemn thoughts of

us shall rise;
We who once were fools and dreamers, then shall be

porary power to regularly elected represent-
atives of the people. Note the spirit of ah-
solute fairness which animated the elections.
Every official act of the Commune, from its
inauguration in March, 1871, to its final
sitting in the Hotel de Ville, in May follow-
ing, was characterized by the same spirit of
fairness, of toleration, of broad humanity.
It is true mistakes were made, very serious
mistakes, but they were errorsof judgment ;
they could not be attributed to malice or
meanness.

Indeed, in my opinion, some of
the gravest mistakes were those arising from
mistaken ideas of kindness and humanity.
The logic of events and a stern realization
of actual conditions should have prompted
measures more severe (and in this case more

seized to give effect to those teachings. The

>aris Commune was a glance into the fu-
ture. What mattered it if the attempt to
realize glorious possibilities was for the
time being drenched in blood? A high re-
solve had been kindled inmen's hearts, never
to be quenched as long as its purpose re-
mained unrealized. To those who hemoan
the * failure” of the Paris Commune I com-
mend the words of Victor Hugo when he re-
ferred to the great French Revolution:
“Call it a success or a failure, as you lean
toward the future or the past.”

It is meet that we should gather annually
and tell to one another and to strangers
who may listen the story of the greatest
uprising the world has ever known. There
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The Event We Commemorate.

Whatever may be said by moralists and
peace-at-any-price people in favor of non-
resistance, there is something sublime in the
spectacle of a long suffering, oppressed
people rising in revolt to throw off the yoke
of their thralidom. Thére is nothing inspir-
ing or ennobling in the attitude of a people
prating of freedom vet meekly howing their
necks to abuses and tamely submitting vear
after year to wrongs which might be re-
dressed by courage and determination. Ev-
ery person who realizes the foulness of capi-
talist mis-rule should protest, in some way,
against the iniquity, and no man should be
satisfied to sit still and passively wait for
others, or to view with indifference the
wrongs of an outraged people. To do so is
to assume an attitude of cowardice and of
heartlessness. It is better to revolt and fail
than to remain supine, servilely bending the
knee to arrogant power. Besides, there are
the ideals: a wiser, juster and more humane

JUStTdeatify With 4 oc who hy TReiTown
conduct showed themselves utterly devoid
of the commonest instinets’ of humanity.
No measure should have been neglected by
the Commune which promised to aid in the
fulfilment of the end sought for.

It is to be hoped that comrades every-
where, on this recurring period of the anni-
versary of the Paris Commune, will empha-,
cize the fact that this was not, as has heen
50 often stated, a mere struggle for local
government, but that it was truly an cco-
nomic revolt, a heroic effort to supplant the
present capitalistic regime by a
justice and liberty. One only needs to read
the histories of Lissagary and Visinier (and

stem of

particularly the latter, which cunt:/l‘insm:m_\'
official documents of the Commune), to he
convinced of this important fact. Radicals
would scarcely care to keep alive the mem-
ory of the great uprising by annual com-
memorations if it had been anything less.
There has been a tendency in some quar-
ters also to attempt to belittle the Com-
munal uprising by casting reproachful re-
flections upon the leaders, and by uttering
vain regrets regarding the failure of the at-

nomic conditions, a fuller realization of lih-
erty. Is not the possibility of a better race
of people resulting from improved environ-
ment worth the price which its realization
may cost in  human
treasure ?

Some such thoughts as these, it seems to
me, must have stimulated to action those
devoted and valiant men to whom the world
owes in large part the efforts of our French
comrades to throw off their economic and
social bonds and to realize high ideals thirty
years ago. An infinite number of causes
placed in their hands the opportunity, and
nobly they rose to the great occasion.  Per-
sonal greed, petty ambition, the desire for
power and pelf, were all subordinated to the
one idea of the common good. Read the
parting address of the commitee which for
the time being had assumed charge of public
affairs, and note the willingness, nay, the
anxiety of the members to vield their tem-

lives and  worldly

‘majority of the citizens of civiliy

Tave heenm many revolts in the past: slave
revolts in ancient Egypt, Greeee and Rome;
artisans’ revolts in Italy before the time of
Christ ; peasant revolts in Germany, France
and England; revolts of the common people
agaiust ceclesiastical and kingly tyrants in
all ages and in nearly all countries, but never
in the history of the world, so far as I can
learn, has there been such a revolt as this;
for it was smncthing more than arevolt: as
I have stated above, it was an attempt to
overthrow tyranny and oppression mevery
form; am attempt to realize universal cco-

nomic and social justice. W HorLses.,

e

Rockefeller, Morgan and the Othcrs.
The financial and industrial affairs of the
world are taking alogical course. The thing
about it chicfly remarkable is that they are
taking it with striking rapidity. The world
looks on with interest, but upon the whole
with cquanimity. For, whatever alarmists
may say, we are tolerably satisticd that the

tion will
not submit to become the slaves and pen-

sioners of a fantastic minority.  The latter

tempt. Some have said that it was a mis-
take to plunge a portion of a torn and dis-
tressed country into civil strife on the very
eve of the terribly destructive war with Ger-
many; others that common sense might
have dictated that the people were not then
ready for such sweeping changes as were
contemplated and actually put into opera-
tion; others again bemoun the revolt he-

the terrible life
These and  fault-findings
only serve to show the shallowness of the

cause of loss  of which

ensued. regrets

minds which conceived them. The Paris
| Commune was a logical and necessary out-

[come of the events which preceded it.
lwas

It
a historical necessity, and could not
| have been avoided

unless it had been pos-
|sible to recast history forseveral vears prior
}tu the outbreak.
| necessity. The thousands, else-|
|where as well as in France, were already
surcharged by the electric teachings of the
I International, and the opportunity was

It was also an economic |

minds of

are taking advantage of certain existing
laws, passead at a time when the present de-
velopments were not foreseen, which appear
to safeguard their operations.

But these laws, being human fabrications,
are essentially smpermancuot

Nothing can
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prevent the public, when it feels so disposed,
from disregarding them.  And the moment
that the public realizes that these laws are

contrary to the public weal the laws wills

All that is needed to
secure that result is that the situation shall
become

cease to be operative,

For there is an old
ed Statutes, which de-
clares self-preservation to be the first law of

acute enough.
law, not on the Re

life. No man will consent to he a galley
sl within
reach, provided he has the physical power to
prevent these things.  And there is nodoubt
that among the seventy-five millions in this
country, there arc men enough to disregard
the effortsto- harness them on the part of

or to be starved with food

Ve,

Morgan, Rockefeller & Co.
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Morgan, Rockefeller & Co." are, when you
come down to hard-pan, a handful of per-
sons who lay claim to great possessions.
Their sole strength and importance consist
in the willingness of the rest of the Ameri-
can nation to admit the validity of this
claim. But this claim has no basis in natu-
ral right. The gentlemen in question never
have done, and, it is needless to add, must

cannot help, owing to their human limita-
tions. !

But though we need not blame them, we
may nevertheless see fit to relieve them of
their functions. This whole phenomenon of
allowing vast industries to fall into the
hands of individuals, is an accident of civil-
ized evolution, and it is practically certain
that it will turn out to be injudicious. We|

>

forever be incapable of doing anything to
entitle them, in equity, to the possession ot
the valuables they ascribe to themselves.
And their tenure of the property rests solely
on their demonstrating that they can and
will administer them in such a manner as to
ensure the greatest good to the greatest
number. As soon as they cease to demon-
strate this, or as soon as any one else dem-
onstrates that their tenure is hostile to the
common interests, they will be stripped of
their holdings, and the latter will be admin-
istered in such manner as the commonality
may deem most expedient.

It would be irrational, meanwhile, to feel
any animosity against Morgan, Rockefeller
& Co. Separated from the natural re-
sources with which they deal and the nat-
ural process of industrial and social evolu-

__tion _which they illustrate. their own. pri-

permit the experiment to be tried, but we
are already doubting its expediency, and it
is dollars to doughnuts that we shall ere
long decide against it.

The objectionable elements are not so
much on the industrial side as on the human
side. The coal is mined, the oil is refined,
the iron is manufactured ; but tens of thou-
sands of men are placed on the pay-rolls of
certain individuals, who, so long as the
present laws are enforced, have power of
life and death over them. This situation
does not favor the development of independ-
ent and self-respecting manhood. The own-
ers may not, probably will not, starve their
workmen; but that they have the power to
do so is distasteful.

And again, there can be no guarantee of
social stability in a community whereindus-

vate, personal equation, and you will sur-
prise yourself in seeing how almost nothing
the latter appears. .

The earth bears iron, coal and oil; science
discovers methods for getting out these ma-
terials and manufacturing them and trans-
porting them to market ; civilization creates
an orderly social organism’ whereby, in re-
turn for observing certain formalities, a man
is said to own material propertyv—and it is
only after these conditions have been enu-
merated that the share in the matter of
Morgan, Rockefeller & Co. begins! Obvi-
ously, nothing could be more insignificant.
It is hardly more than automatism; they
are helpless creatures of circumstance and
environment- In their place, most men
would have done like them. Neither they
nor any millionaires have heen persons of
more than average intelligence.

But even supposing them to have been
giants of ability, still their excess of fortune
would be out of all proportion with their
deserts. An individual is valuable to the
community in so far as he can perform some
use which no one elsecandosowell.  Judged

place. If a hundred thousand or a million
workmen strike, and the public, perceiving
that their cause is just, support them, an
cconomic loss must ensue, greater or less,
according to circumstances. Hitherto, the
owners have always yielded when public
opinion was against them; but in the possi-
ble case of their holding out, to the con-
tinued inconvenience of the public, some-
thing would be certain to oceur which
would be detrimental to all concerned, but
to the owners would be simply annihilation.
Such a possibility, we say, should be elim-
inated, and the only way to eliminate it is
to abolish private ownership of great-indus-
tries. Now, this may be done by legisla-
tion, but the difficulty there is that legisla-
tors are apt to be needy, or at least greedy
men, and they are therefore apt to be bribed
to betray their trust.

Certainly if money to any amount will
serve to |)<:rsua(lcqfdgcs or juries or sena-
tors or presidents that a given law had bet-
ter not pass, that money will surely be
forthcoming before legislation will put an
end to privateownership. And the moment

by this standard, Morgan, Rockefelter& Co. | thepubticistonvinced that the courts and

would be dear at say, a thousand dollars
per annum. Here they are, however, and
we have no grounds for assuming that they
are not doing the very best they know how.
It would require a_man of more than Napc

leonic genius, indeed, to do anything else—
to use their wealth for vicious ends. The ut-
most that they can expend selfishly is amere
drop in the bucket in comparison with what
they have. They must expend the remain-
der in the conduct and creation of more in-
dustrial enterprises. .

It 1s plainly to their interests to do this
work in a manner not to antagonize the
community. They may be trusted to study
their interests in this as in other things, and
their only weak point is that they may lack
the ability to move the big machine wisely.
That is a very weak point, to be sure; but,
as we said just now, it would be irrational
and unjust to blame them for what they

the Sypreme Court of the United States
with the rest, can be or has been bought by
capitalists, at that moment all law of hu-
man making will be in deadly peril, and the

)- i people will return to naturallaw and repos-
(people will return to natural®law and repos-

sess themselves of their own.

This peril may be more imminent than
might be supposed, because men with un-
limited powers of bribery at their com-
mand, and with ends in view which do not
harmonize with public convenience, are
strongly tempted to control legislation and
governmental procedure in matters of even
trifling (comparative) import.

The more plainly this tendency of capital
is recognized the nearer is the doom of capi-
talists. And it strangely happens thatgreat
combinations of capital, like this of Mor-
gan, Rockefeller & Co., though they seem at
first sight to favor the powers of the latter,

in reality lay them open to easy destruction.

For we remember that Burke said that an
indictment could n6t be brought against a
whole people. In the same way we perceive
the obstacles in the way of holding to ac-
count a large and largely unnamed and un-
known group of capitalists. But if this
group is reduced to two or three the obsta-
cles vanish.

__Socialism, which is closely watching the.

trend of affairs, would see here its best op-
portunity. It is safe to say that nothing
could better have pleased Socialists than the
transaction which has just heen consumma-
ted between the great capitalists controlling
the coal, iron and’ oil industries of this
country. When they are ready to strike
they will know exactly where to aim their
blow. Mr. Morgan and Mr. Rockefeller
have only one neck apiece, and there are
millions of lamp-posts at hand. Of course,
it may not come to hanging ; probably not;
it is to be devoutly hoped not; but it may.
And if it does, then Morgan, Rockefeller &
Co. will be found to have themselves con-
structed their own gallows.

There would be chaos for awhile; but
when society reorganizes itself it would be
found that private ownership of great in-

trial wars are liahle at any moment to takeldustries would bave received a final.di

agement. That will be the upshot, whether
it be reached by violence er by peaceable
common agreement.  All visible signs point
in that direction. In the latter case, the
transient reign of chaos would be avoided.

Meanwhile, as we began by remarking,
the rapid evolution of the drama is full of
interest.  Mr. Carnegic has, whether from
wise foresight or for some less sagacious

reason, withdrawn his name from the cast,

and has thereby only rendered the imminent
catastrophe more poignant. Mr. Morgan is
stubborn, bold, and by far the ablest actor
in the scene. Let us see what he will do
next!—Julian Hawthorne, in the San Fran-
cisco Bulletin.

g

Anarchy.

To most ignorant people Anarcley is an
evil-sounding word; but another name for
wickedness, perversity, and chaos. Anarch-
ists are looked upon as a herd of uncombed,
unwashed and vile ruffians, bent on killing
the rich and dividing their capital. Anarchy,

however, to its followers actually signifies_

‘“a social theory which regards the union of
order with the absence of all government of
man by man’’; in short, 1t means perfect in-
dividual liberty. The meaning of Anarchy
has so far been interpreted as 5
greatest disorder; but this is b people
have been taught that their affairs are regu-
lated, that they are ruled wisely, and that
authority is a necessity.

In by-gone centuries any person who asser-
ted that mankind could get along without
the aid of worldly and spiritual authority was
considered a madman, and was either placed
in a lunatic asylum or burned at the stake;
whereas today hundreds of thousands of men
and women are infidels, who scorn the idea
of a supernatural being. The Freethinkers
of today, however, still believe in the ne-
cessity of the State, which protects society;

they do not desire to know the history of our
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barbarian institutions. ‘They do not under-
stand that government did not and cannot
exist without oppression; that every govern-
ment has been in this order : despotism, mon-
archy, oligarchy, plutocracy; but it has al-
ways been a tyranny. It cannot be ' denied | Tremble, ye tyran.ts.of th.e world! Before were thus arrested, one after the other, for
that there are a large number of wis: and |your short-sighted vision will soon dawn the|. ... . . il
! 3 . e msisting on doing a forbidden business of .
——wellmeaning pm?le'l“‘m anxious te bet-red light ofrct‘nbutlon.‘ T . |unquestioned honesty? Public attention /
ter the present conditions, but they have not{ The proletarians of all countries must unite. would be drawn as effectively as by a bomb. \
sufficiently emancipated themselves from the | We have nothing to loose but our chains, and | Now when a bomb is thrown, the first im-
prejudices and superstitions of the dark ages, |a world to gain. Ipulse _of normal human nature is sympathy ; e
to understand the true inwardness of the in-| If the world of today cannot be unhinged, | for the victim of the bomb, and repugnance
stitliion called government. it will go to pieces.—O/ne Staat. Translated [for the thrower. In the case of those who
““How can we get along without govern- by H. G. for FREE SoCIETY. oppose capital punishment (who are in gen-
ment?’’ ask these people. “If our govern- eral one of the best fields for Anarchist prop-
“ment is bad let us try to have a good one; aganda) we may expect that the d.ispnsitinn
y  but we must have government by all means.”’ to condemn the homl)»th.r.m\'cr \\'11} Elsu:x!l_\'
The trouble is that there is no such thing be unconquerable.  But if men are jailed for
per se as good government, because its very

carrying letters the normal first impulse is
s > i sympathy for the arrested.  As soon as the

existence is based upon the submission of one

class to the other.

arrests become conspicuous, the government
‘“But men must be governed,” some re-

will find itself morally on the defensive,

and under fire from all quarters. Probably

mark; ‘‘they must be guided by laws.” a single such demonstration might foree the
Well, if men are children who must be led,
. who then is so perfect, so wise, so faultless

repeal of that law within a few years. At
worst, it would involve the sacrifice of no
‘ as to be able to govern and guide his fellows?

lives, only moderate terms of imprisonment
| T We assert that men can and should govern for a few comrades; and for this we should
themselves individually. If men are still im- from words. get as much attention as for a homb, with

% It is a pity that Anarchists and quasi-|u,et]e RS DA N 3 A
: mature, rulers are the same. Should one S .I o £ ”‘” 1" -ll o) \‘lst?_\ more h_\.lnpdt;l_\' : ‘md‘slmul(l give t‘hc
7 Anarchists have so seldlom planned any public a right impression of the Anarchist

Sa or.a.small . ?ead el event for propaganda  purposes, except purpose instead of a false one.

blind millions who compose a nation? cvents of violence. A bomb or pistolshot| [ don't mean to set this forth as an exclu.
S ha.ve SRS GRURL, a% least.” lis an effective way of calling public atten-|gjve plan, or as representing an exclusive

says the conservative mar{. . Certal.nly .we tion to Anarchism, more’s the pity. But it type of plan, but as one possible sample of

must, and we have it, too; itis the inevita-|has its defects. First, if the thing is done|\hat | mean by planning a propaganda

ble power of natural laws, which manifest |for the sake of calling attention, it is mere|woyepnt other than violence,

or twenty had been consecutively arrested.
The cooperators need not all be Anarchists ;
other malcontents could be utilized to some
extent, possibly even the thoughtless unem-
ployed.

What would be the result if twenty men

a moment forget the gigantic contest that
must come before their ideas can be realized ;
and therefore they must use every means at
their disposal—speech, press and deed—to
hasten-the revolutionary development.

—0—

Education by Events.

The sentence which Holmes quotes from
Lum, “There is more education in a single
event than in years of agitation by press
and speech,” is worth hanging up in a gilt
frame on the practicalagitator’s wall. Itis
only half the truth, to be sure. A prolonged
practical exemplification of a social ideal or
an approach to it,—for instance, Cecilia,
Home, the Firebrand group,—is as good, as
an event. But the principle is the same, that
“ordinadry heads Iearn hetter from deeds Than

themselves in the physical and social world. [ murder. Second, even if it is done on an oc-
We may or may not understand these laws,

but we must follow them, as they are a
part of our existence ; we are subject to these
laws; but in nature there is no humiliation,

casion where theoretical justice approves it,
it is still the direct opposite of what An-
archism aims at; so it inevitably tends to
give people a false notion of the Anarchist

STEVEN T. BYINGTON.
—_— 00—

Popular Government.

When the people are recognized as the source of

ideal, if they learn all their Anarchism

through such channels. The Chicago bomb are

of 1886 wasthrown in a just cause, resist- | endured because the people recognize that they them-

ing \\’t'ungful and incg:ll \’in]cncc; e denion selves are to blame and that nﬂis \\:ilhin their power
strably caused the enlightenment of many | toeepply wuny miecied semedy.—The Commoner.

who are now good Anarchist workers ; hutk In the United States the people have been

it powerfully confirmed the popular prejudice | recognized as the source 9" power for the past

that Anarchism consists mainly of hnmh\'.jcf.mmr—v and a quarter. They have never yet

Considering what a curse that prejudice is, [d;scovered’thal Hicy s to' blame for th.e evils

it is hard to say that the bomb did nmru[o the government, hor \&ould.any politician

: | who expected tostay in the business tell them

isuch was the case. He would assure them

-~ the laws préscribed_to us by men are not in ! ture of violence 115(:” gives a fine ‘}I’l"”’“f"-.: they were the fount of wirtve and abyss of

conformity with the laws of nature that 't¥ to those who wish to rouse M“:ﬁ’ proju-fwisdom.  Much less have they ever applied

i Tt is ab_!(hcg against Ar'mrch)sm. if it never forces it-|a remedy. All evils, they know, are bla_m-_

. iself on the public eye except in such mani- | able upon the political party to whicli they

surd to talk of human happiness so long as festations. i ;do not belong ; and the remedy is to elect the
men are not free. i Can we not contrivea planfor doing some- | candidate of the party they train with.

We do pot wonder that some people 1% 50_shing: thoroughly:-Asmrehistic for t—tcst) — He [Bryan].says also. -
bitterly opposed to Anarehy and its expon- | somethiug such as ought to characterize a| A government resting on foree is, on the other hand,
ents, because it demands changes so radical |society better than the present) and for do. | ever unstable.
to existing notions, that the latter offend ra- ing it so as to constitute an “event” th:xt} Then -all governments-are unstable, for
ther than conciliate by the zealousness of shall compel public attention?  Suppose, in they all rest upon force. "T'he same classes
their propaganda. jsome year of hard times when plenty uf:—lhe weathy, the inﬁm;nvtiai‘ and the shrm‘wl

Patience and resignation are preached to‘cumr(ulcs have to choose hetween the Jjail —govern l”‘ :”ll countries, w hl“lh(‘r T?PUNICS
the poor, promising them a reward in heaven,  nd the street-corner, we start a wagon ?: f‘:;})f{e‘\ii\b.i_mlP:‘il:lc Iq:(tq :‘:C,mr Il'” dt“t;
What matters it to the wretched outcast who CATYing and f]ch\'crnlg ]cttcr-s along some | ’kg ‘I'“‘“ [‘ \1?, u )r, u ”'1’ 1“)( ”.W‘“l&
good route like Broadway for a cent each. | the policy o government. - Who hasu't seen
(We should make a thumping profit it the ;he f‘m“ ShLE wagou:gn'e s.hc SI.ﬂCk of the

ines to a kid on the scat beside him and per-
|mit the youngster to play he was driving?
! ! | The classes that govern let the voter fool
g ¢ ) ccertain that as soon as one driver or Man- | himself in that way; and they are satisfied
masses such promises seem bitter irony. ;ugcr was arrested for infringing on Uncle | a5 long as he doesn’t find out the truth and

We consider it absolutely necessary that' Sam’s monopoly, another should take his'ask to put his hands in front.—Geo. E. Mac-
the great mass of the people should never for| place next day, and so on tillatleast a dozen donald, in the Zyuth Secker.

power, the government is perpetual heeause the people

Slavery, as it exists today, means an ex- h
i - endure forever,

ternal master, a lawmaker outside of those he
controls ; while natural laws are not outside
of us—they are in us; we live, we breathe,
we think, we move ; they are therefore not
our enemies, but our benefaetors.

Are the laws made by man, the laws on
our statute books,
laws of nature? No one, we think, can ha\'e’
temerity toassert that they are. It is because

If it has evils those evi

in conformity with the

‘good than harm. Third, the disgusting na-

mankind suffers from so much evil.

has no place to call his own, who is craving
for a piece of bread,” ‘whether the doors of
heaven are wider open for himn than for the
rich? In the face of the great misery of the

police let us alone a month.) Let enough
determined cooperation be assured to make
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of order with the absence of all direct government of
——sna3-by man-as the political ideal; absolute individual

The readers should note the article on
““Morgan, Rockefeller and the Others” by
Julian Hawthorne, taken from the San Fran-
cisco Bulletin. On every hand the present
society is constantly developing problems
which it is unable to solve. This is occa-
sionally adrhitted even by the most conser-
rative with astonishing frankness. The
plainly revolutionary. character of this ar-
ticle, being printed in a capitalist paper,
shows clearly that they are fully aware of
the fact that the concentration of enormous

liberty.—Century Dictionary.

Notes.

In order to promote the spirit of solidarity
and fraternal cooperation among the com-
rades, we begin to publish in this issue the
names and addresses of comrades engaged in
various business occupations. This will not
only serve to help those comrades benefitted
by this patronage, but will also bring the
comrades into closer relation to each other,
and thus stimulate efforts of propaganda. We
all desire to get as far away from the system
of capitalistic robbery as possible, but as long
as we are compelled to deal in commercialism,

Wealth and power iiito the hamds of a Tew
men involves an imminent danger to the
present society. But no remedy is suggested
which does not bear on its force a manifest
absurdity. When criminals, taking the
words in its usual sense, lose all hope they
speak out the truth. Concealment is no
longer of use to them, so they find a certain
satisfaction in telling the truth. So it is
with our present society. Some at least
have come to a realization of the fact that
its ultimate fate is sealed, and hence their
frankness.

* *
It is strange, however, that such arcicles

as the above mentioned are reprinted only

the spirit of solidarity should prompt us to
deal with our own comrades wherever pos-
sible. Besides, it will also help FrREE So-
CIETY. All capitalistic sheets are supported
to a great extent by advertisements, and why
should not Anarchists support their own jour-
nals, if they at the same time thereby benefit
themselves? All desiring to have their
names in the directory will please communi-

cate with us.

* *

*

All arrearages in subscriptions will be fig-
ured at the so-cent rate up to No. 302, when
the raise in the subscription price was made.
We would again urge those who wish to con-
tinue to receive the paper to send us their
-~ subscriptions. We cannot keep ‘‘dead-heads”
on our list permanently, if they cannot even
notify us that they desire to read the paper.

O

Note and Comment.

The ““White Rats,” the vaudevile perform-
ers, are on a strike for living wages. For-
merly it were only the workingmen who |
found it necessary to combine for the pur-i
e e eese-of Tesisting copitalistic explaitation ;!

but legalized robbery—so-called commercial-
ism—knows no limit and devours everything
~avithin its reach=—literature, science, art.

*

*

There is certainly great foree in Tolstoy's |

argument that governments will fall when

individuals refuse to do military  serviee;
and it is undoubtedly one of the hest means
of propaganda—ameans whichgovernments

Who will deny that it would
the entire foundation of the
European governments, if the mass of So-
cialists had refused to hear arms instead of |
wasting their time and energy in fooling

fear the most.
have shaken

with the ballot-box?  But Tolstoy and his |
followers forget that once the people are far!
enough advanced to resist militarism, they !
are then also ready to repudiate all other |
institutions of force and robbery. |

in a mutilated Torm 1 the Socialist pressT|
Thisseems to havebecome ageneral practice
among the Socialist papers. All of Professor
Herron's speeches which appear in the So-
cialist papers are ‘‘trimmed” to suit their
theories, leaving out all he says against
government and law as such, or when he
emphatically points out that Socialism is
not the goal, but only the road to a free
society ; or when he points out that the So-
cialism which is advocated today is in the
greatest danger of being swallowed by capi-
talism. The article on “Rockefeller, Mor-
gan, and the Others,” was reprinted in the
San Francisco Advance with the second pa-
ragraph omitted. 7The Challange "of Los
Angeles, and the Worker's Call, of this city,
reprinted  Kropotkin's “Appeal to the
Young,' both being careful toleave out parts
which are too radical for them. This was
done without indicating that anything was
omitted. The conservative voter reverences
the State, and fears the word ““ revolution.”
Therefore all thoughts which may frighten
the voter must not be allowed to appear
With the suppression of thought begins the
decadence of principles; and nothing shows

more clearly how far the Socialists have de-
their scramble for
1ip on radical ideas.

graded themselves in

power than thiscensors

*

*

We reprint in this issue a letter written by
the Italian comrades of Barre, \'t., to the
Times of that place, concerning a spy who
was caught among them. This is
instance of what has been going on among
the Italians since the assassination of King
Humbert. The Italian consul in New York
was severely reprimanded by his govern-
ment tor his failure to discover the “plot”
to assassinate the king.  The consul is now
making up for his former negligence; and
our comrades find themselves constantly
annoyed by these despicable curs.

*

but one

»

Comrade Byington's utterances regarding
violence may leave the impression that An-

violence, which is a wrong notion, however.
Anarchists who have committed violent
deeds, have done so after constant persecu-
tions and mental tortures, and as individ-
uals were justified in striking at those on
the side of their persecutors. And “normal
human nature” is a very peculiar thing,
Comrade Byington. My ‘‘normal first im-
pulse”” was always sympathy for the_man
who committed the violent deed ; for I im-
mediately realized the great mental and
physical suffering. he had endured before he
rbeeaie desperate T Hiuman natare” isTon-—
sequently entirely actuated by the views:
we hold on the matter.

SR
Origin of Government.

Let us draw, in rough outline,a history of
the Social Contract, more truthful than
Rousseau’s; let us repoduce in broad lines
the establishment of political and civil ad-
ministration.

A roistering blade, a fellow with a clean
and heavy hand, espies a rock commanding
a defile between two fertile valleys; there he
takes up his position and fortifies it. This
man in possession falls upon the passers-by,
rassassinates someypillages and despoils the
greater number. Having the power, he has
the right. The travelers who object to be-
ing maltreated remain athome, or go round
another way. Being left to himself, the
brigand reflects that unless he can make
some arrangement, he must die of hunger.
Let the pedestrians recognize hisrightsupon
the highway, and they shall pass the dan-
gerous spot on payment of a toll. The pact
is concluded, and the lord grows rich.

But, lo and behold, another hero, finding
the trade a goodly one, takes up his station
on the rock opposite. He too slays and
plunders, and establishes his rights. He
rthus cartails the perquisites of his colleague,
who scowls and grumbles in his donjon, but
remembers that the new-comer has a sturdy
fist. Corsair against corsair is not busi-
ness. He resigns himself to what he cannot
prevent, and enters into negotiations; the
first was paid, something must be paid to
thesecond ; evervone must live.

Thereupon another rogue turns up, andin-

stalls himself at another turn in the road;

and he too announces, from the height of
his watch-tower, that heshall levy his share.
His pretensions clash with those of his sen-
iors, who very plainly perceive that if three-
penee-are to be demanded.of a traveler wha.
has only two to give, he will stay at home
rather than imperil his person and baggage.
Our._economists fall, Dick Turpin fashion,
upon the intruder, drag him forth, abuse
him, force him to take himself off. Then
they claim two half farthings in addition,
as a just reward for the trouble they have
taken in chasing away the spoiler, a legiti-
mate recompense for the pains they are
taking to prevent his return. Henceforth
these two gentlemen become richer and more
powerful than ever, and entitle themselves
“ Masters of the Defiles,” ““Overseers of the
National Highways,” * Defenders of Indus-
try,” *Sponsors of Agriculture,” all appel-
lations repeated with delight by the simple
people; for it pleases them to be imposed
upon under the mask of protection, and to

archists aredeliberately “ planning  deeds of

pay large tribute to well-bred highwaymen.




# Joyous and grateful, the plundered placed

,,,,, — —theysaid?_ The Dec

—_of licensed highwaymen, by _the systematic

~
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It is thus—how admirable is human inge-
nuity !—it is thus that brigandage becomes
orderly, extends, develops, is transformed
into the mechanism of public order. The
institution of robbery, which is not at all
what a vain folks have imagined, givesbirth
to property and the police.

Political authority, which was quite re-
cently given out to be an emanation of di-
vine right, and a good gift of Providence,
was constructed little by little by the care

effsrts of brigands who were men of influ-
ence. The police were formed and educated
by rufians who prowled about the outskirts
of the forest, armed with a knotted cudgel,
and shouted to the trader, ** Your money or
your life!”  Taxes were thesubsceription, the
premium paid by the robbed to the robbers.

themselves behind the knights of the high-
way, and proclaimed them the supporters of
order, of religion, of the family, of property,
of morals; conscerated them a legitimate
government.—From * Primitive Folk,” by
Elie Reclus.

o

__Are Americans Born Free?

In her “ Open Letter” (February 17) Com-
rade Goldman says, “—the European worker
is the product of centuries of despotie rule;
he is a born slave—he had
matter.
“free man,’ with the right to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.”

Is the American

man”'?

no choice in the

The American worker is born a

worker born a **free

What does it signify that snmcthingL

aver a century foww American
wrote their names on a picee of paper where- |
in it was stated that “all are created |
equal, cte?”  Did not the later conduct uf1
these men prove they did not mean what |

ago a men

men

ction of Independene
was a bait to catch “sucke Nen we
In what way

wanted to do some tighting. |
could they be more casily sceured than hy |
offering a prize to every one as an im]uc\yI
ment, — that prize FREEDOM?  The fighting
men, and those who supported them, who!
were ensnared by these fine-spun phrases

although ardently desiring to he free, what !
conception had they of freedom ?

The freedom the monied men, who issued
the Declaration, wished for was simply relief
from the exactions of the tribute gatherer
‘“across the water.” Rid of this annoyance, |
they could eat, undisturbed, from the ©cribh ™|
which the workers were always (7) sure (o]

fill. [
at that time, |

The *“*American workers™
and since that time also, were the progeny
of European workers.  Of course the Afri-
cans, the Indians, the Chinese, the Japanese,
ete.,, have done a great deal of work in
America, but on account of the advantazes
accruing to the “cerib ™ feeders if race preju-
dices can befostered among the toilers, these
“savage’ and people are not
classed as ** American laborers ™

*heathen™

cans egotistically assuming superiority in
“manly qualities’ over all *“foreigners ™!

" then, are vietims
of the same conquests, the same ** despotic
rule,” religious, political and industrial as,
the European workers, and are therefore
subject to similar pre¢judices, thoughts and

The *“ American workers,

| made hittle impr

—the Amieri-|

customs; entertain like ideals. The Church,
the State, morals,money, interest, rént, profit
—all the important ornamentations of force,
and hocus-pocus appendages of material ben-
efit to the idler class of the “old country
to bleed the laboring class, has been ship-
ped, intact, to the new field of exploitation—
“the land of the free ! The minor matter of
Lking “awe' glide along without, but upon
the clected president is graciously bestowed
kingly power! Our “codfish aristocracy”
| supplants _*nobility”_very _well
people can collect profits with as unserupu-
lous coolness as if they were endoaved with
fixed and hereditary titles, and can play the
role of the “great™ with passable case with
nothingbut Mr., Judge, Hon., or Col. hitched
to their names for handles.

The spirit of conquest abiding with the

o "

American “common people,”"—for the **wil-
derness™ had to be “‘subdued ™ and *“*devel-
oped,”"—may give their bearing an air of
independence atrifle different from their Eu-
ropean cousins,” but it is not the demeanor
of free people. -

I am an American, and have associated
with exclusively, the
areater part of my life.  As I see him, the
Amierican is BORN A SLAVE.  Copied from the
common law of England, the country’s sta-

Americans  almost

tutes make a witfe the “dependent” of her
husband; the children the property of their
father; the wealthy class the overseer and
patronof the poor. The non-producer super-
vises theculture or non-culture of the mental
and physical facultics of the producer.  En-
slaving religious and  patriotic teachings
predominate.  Among my carliest recollec-

tions are those of Bible reading and singing
patriotic songs in school.  The former did
not interest me, and ceven the continuous
repititions in church and  Sunday school]
ion; but the patriotic

make-up ! and custom—how abjectly T wor-
shiped at its shrine! When 1 discarded as
fzir as possible the whole enslaving humbug-
wery, religious, political, commercial and
moral, what heartaches my former slive
associates sutfered on my account !

I think
Surely, surely, they are
born of slave parents who have heen thor-

Americans not “horn slaves?”

that is a mistake.

oughly DRILLED in submissiveness.
Freedom among them is simply the shout-
g of the word—it is devoid of meaning.
. ViROQUA DANIELS,
Los Angeles, Cal., 2908 I, Fourth St.

&

A Spy in Barre, Vt.

Salvatore Gerardell, an Italian spy who
has been in Barre for two months or more,
left the city Sund
“fulness here was past.  Although here two

cvening because his use-

months, he was unable to findany thing of a
dangerous nature amonyg the local Italians;
and the fact that his purpose here had be-
come known destroved his usefulness.
About two months ago there arrived in
Barre ashort, thick-set, well-dressed Ttalian,
wearing glasses. He sought out one of the
Italiams, as all new comers generally do,
and told him he had been obliged to leave|
New York row he had with
another man over a woman, and he wanted

because of o

_Wealthy |
Lto thesociety

trosheal! that permeated every fibre of iy

,work. The stranger, who gave his name as

Sabatore Gerardelli, was asked for references,
but he had none. He was assisted to get

work. Gerardelli at once began to cultivate,

the acquaintanceof the Italians composing
the Guippa di Studii Sociale, and to attend
their meetings, which are open to all. He
professed to be a much more active Anarch-
ist than any member of the club, which at-
tracted undue attention to him, and which
soon developed into a suspicion that he was
not what he professed to be.

_Last_Sunday morning a_letter addressed

avas-left-on -the steps leading
to their hall over Scampini's, and a watch
set. When Gerardelli came along to attend
the Sunday morning meeting he picked it up
and pocketed it, leaving the meeting soon
after entering.  But he soon returned, and a
member of the society then discovered he
had lost aletter. Gerardelli was declared to
have it.  He protested his innocence, but to
no purpose, as he had been seen to pick it up,
and he was denounced as a spy. He weak-
ened, and admitted he was, that the Italian
consul at New York had engaged him to
come here, and that he was receiving $30 a
mounth.

“Don't hurt me,” he begged, “and T will
o away and work at honest labor.
give up all my letters.”

He was taken at his word, amd went to
his room, where he delivered up some twelve
or fifteen letters from the consul and signed
a confession that he had been @ paid spy of

"

the Italian government

He departed that afternoon.

His confession, translated, is:

I, the undersigmed, of my own free will declare that
on the firstof this vear I was taken into the service of
political espionage of the Ttalian consul of New York,
Bianchi, at as

ry of $30 4 month, and was sent by
the sime to Barre to wateh the Anarchists of that
place, and to report all of their doings to the said
consul.
For th

ists ar

ruth | must

1o zood honest wn, and in

all their mectings they have held nothing but a discus-
sion of social scicnee.

I want also to declare that the Anarchists of Barre
arc not by any means the sanguinary set the Htalian
government likes to picture tham. And i fact today,
after they had me in the trap, aned 1T had admitted m:\-
crime, they mercifully spared my life, and I did not
suffer the least injury from them.

Ashamed of myselt and of the low and mean work 1
was doing, I have decided to break up all my relations
with the Italian consulate, whose correspondence |
willingly turn over to the Anarchists, and from today
I propose to carn for myself the honest bread of the
worker, not that of the rufhan

GERARDELLI SALVATORE.

Editor— Frmres =T he fetter wil
probably satisty all whose curiosity has

above

been aroused by the picee in the Telegram of
yesterday, This s the whole truth, not-
withstanding the insinuations of the Tele-
gram that there was a gash in the fellow’s
throat when he left Barre.

But this is not and probably will not be
the last time that the Telegram hopes there
might he some chance for it to rundown the
Italians of Barre colony.  We have some-
times thought it was due to the fact that
they do not take to * Range ' contests.

CIRCULO STUDH SOCIALE,

— 0

The tyrants of the carth united in one close

brotherhood, and

are
though they sometimes fall out
among  themselves, they are solidly united when it
comes to crushing the liberties of thepeople.  But re-

member it is the slave that makes the tyrant.

Lawill
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Among the Unions.

Henceforth if an employe of the Great Wes-
tern Railroad takes a drink of beer or other
intoxicating liquor, or enters a saloon
when either on or off duty, he is immedi-
ately discharged. This is a big step back-
wards toward feudalism. It is not good
that trainmen should be under the influence
of liquor while on duty when the lives, not
only of themselves but of hundreds of others
are in their hands, yet it is a scandalous in-

After the statute was enacted est’lbhshmg arrangements for the play were made by the
a scale of wages in Albany, the contractors groups, G. Bresci and Parsons. The pro-
obeyed it for awhile. They soon tired of it, ceeds were for the benefit of the papers
however, and seeing the workers wlthout La Questione Sociale and EI Despertar, and
any force of their own behind them, thcv not for the family of Bresci, as was first
having innocently depended upon thelaw to stated in these columns. It appears further
keep their wages up, refused to pay the that this play has several times been pro-
“lawful”” price. Mr. Politician, tomakeh:s duced in Italy without hindrance, while in
bluff good, refused to pay Mr. Contractor, "America it is suppressed! Everywhere in
for the work his men did for the city, on the' Europe the workers are striving for more
grounds of his not paying the established freedom and resist the authorities, and here

<ov e = —- vasion-ef . the freedom.of the individual anc

serves no purpose, other than that of ac-
quainting the individual with the abjectness
of his slavery, to prevent an engineer or
fireman or any other employe, for that mat-
ter, but of these especially because of the
hard work they perform and the heat and
gases they must endure and inhale. I say
it’s an absolute wrong to say to these men,
tired, and with throats parching with
drouth, ““ Thou shalt not quench thy thirst
with a glass of beer or wine.”

Men are being uniformed, ordered toshave
their beards and mustaches, and compelled
to sign ironclad agreements deeding away
the possihle inv Lntions of thLir hmins‘ and

are given a chance to use . the tools made })_\
themselves, or the land, the common inher-
itance of all; but this telling of men partic-
ularly and specifically what they shall not
do during the time when they are supposed
to be beyond the jurisdiction of their mas-
ters, is the greatest blow of all, and one that
does not at allsurprise the student of events.

The question is how much more of this
degradation will the American working class
submit to? What will the railway unions
say to this?

* . *

Anarchists have ever maintained that
_labor, to emancipate itself, must strike the
blow with its own right hand, and not de-
pend upon or expect others to freeit. No
law will do it unless labor itself stands be-|
hind the law to compel its enforcement. |
But when labor is intelligent enough to|
know how to free itself, and determines to‘
do it, then all law will become superfiuous, |
and to dally with it will be looked upon as

the height of foolishness. -

* *
* |

The politician in order to gull the union |
man into boosting Rim into the public crib
where he can feed well and hecome fat on the
taxes the union man and non-union man
produced by thesweat of their brows, will
promise laws for their benefit, and will
sometimes even pass them, andinscribe them
on the statute books; as, for instance, the
passage of a law sometime ago by the Al-
- bany (N. Y.) city council, providing for a
minimum scale of wages for city work.

The workers thought themselves blest.
“We nged bandy no longer with contract-|
ors,” they, *“it took but a small cffort’
to get thisYaw passed, and now we are safe
from a starvation wage forevermore.  How
much casier than the old order method, the
strike? What fools we were not to have
discovered this long ago.” Alas! Poor de-
luded slaves, yours was hut the dream of a
waking moment. Now you are awake, the
beautiful scene has vanished and a terrible
relapse is upon you. |

saa

days after advice wzs received that three

W(ll..& - o
Now a politician and a city cont
always dear friends, or brothers, or pc:rh'xpsl It is taking this people a long time to learn
one and the same fellow under another lth'{t “eternal vigilance is the price of lib-
|
I

name, or how would they work together, erty.”
one giving the other the J()bs" The worker |
is blind to this, as he is to many other to New Caledonia, not long ago published
things, so the refusal of the politician topa.) in the Paris Temps Nouveaux an ac-
the contractor as an excellent grand stand count of horrible tortures perpetrated upon
play looked well to him. But Mr. Con- Comrade Gallo, who has been imprisoned
tractor went to the court, the otherpartmr on the island Nou for six years. In reply to
in the deal, and Mr. Judge declared the law ' his complaint about maltreatment and in-
unconstitutional and ordered the politician sufficient food he was put irr an insane asy-
to pay the contractor. I Tum, notw ithstanding the fact that the phy-

That is how it works, my fellow slave. :xcmns knew he was sane. One went so far
Everything was all right, only for that'as to frankly tell him he was convinced of
-|“damned” constitution. But the three his sanity, but being an Anarchist his place
partners knew it all the whil¢; andnowthey was in~an asyhnr. -~ When he—was fimally
are having a wine supper over the joke.released from the asylum he resembled a
corpse rather than a living being. Shortly
thereafter Gallo received thirty days in a
dark cell because he had exposed the physi-
cian. lle again complained about the poor-
furnished linen. The examining physician
insulted him outrageously, forbade him all
medicine, and recommended for him another
month of dark imprisonment. As Gallo
protests energetically against such treat-
ment, he is constantly kept in a dark cell,
and is there murdered by inches. The letter
is dated November 18, 1900, and concludes
with a strong appeal to the French com-

You may eat grass.
. e *
Unionists, there is no royal road to free-|
dom. Freedom is above, not below. You,
cannot reach it on a taboggan shde nor
astride a ballot-box; you must climb the
crazy mountain of your own prejudices and
credulities. Turn your back upon the sleek-
tongued place-hunter. Scowl at him and
start to climb. Jay Fox.

s (Y

Here and There,

. - s Qs v - 3. avicini ,
Lumr..uk Sd.‘\(lt()lt Pallavicini, who for |4 tured man.
some time edited our contemporary La .. .
| Questione Sociale, at Paterson, N. J., died bt.nlu.s continue all 0\.(r I‘r(mt.e. The
Paris dressmakers are still on strike. At

|in Paris on January 20.

" ; Ontcean, Chalons, Sainteloy, and several
y
ome time ago the | other places the miners, metal workers and
ispread a sensational report that two Bo-l1, emakers have been restrained by large
‘hemian Anarchists were in Bukarest with! iiieary forces. The Marseilles dockhands
| the intention to assassinate the Rumanian’y. oo suceeeded in Lompktd\ paralyzing
z
Land Servian kings. At the same time OUrishipping. Steamers are going to load and
Bohemian comrades of this country received unload elsewhere. It is believed that syndi-
> s fre 1 1
‘communications from Brucka and Nabelek, |ce ited labor at every Mediterranean port
two comrades who were exiled from Austria, \\1]1 soon strike in sympathy. Already the
z
and had been living in Bukarest for several | Genoese coal heavers he ¢ assured t.hcn\l ar-
2 @ z
years, that they had succeeded in spreading ! seilles strikers that tuey will neither load
:

our ideas in the shoemaker unions, gaining| nor unload vessels arriving from Marseilles.
their sympathy and endorsement. TWO| The strike threatens to assume an interna-
tional character.

dailies of Rumania

Anarchists, among whom were Brucka and
Nabelek, arrested, beirfg accused  of
plotting against the precious lives of the

Judge Charles L. Benedict is dead. He is
the judge who made the rulings in the Ben-
nett case, which has served as a precedent

were

kings. Such are the means of governments:
s | for the Comstock gang in all its nefarious
| to combat progressive ideas. |- 2

{ work. There are occasions upon which the
strongest freethinker finds it hard to dis-
card the belief of an cternal hell.

President Arthur T. Hadley of Yale Uni-
versity predicts an emperor of the United
States, a prediction that the writer of these
lines made a year ago. The Boston Times
quotes the professor as saying:

We shall have an emperor in Washington within

The law intended to exterminate the An-
archists has been withdrawn by the Italian
government. Perhaps it dawned upon the
brain of the governors that a sword has
two edges.

The Italian and Spanish comrades of New
York and Brooklyn have issued a manifesto
exposing the recent police outrage in pro-

hibiting the play “A Man Without a twenty-five years unless we can create a public senti-
Country.” The circular informs us that the | ment which, regardless of legislation, will regulate the
-
< . L , s ‘—-r " !
. - - - ioa

—Lin- America—the peaple_are indifferent, and.
orare even applaud those who steat their liberties: -~ -— ———+

Our French comrades who were deported '

rades to stir public opiniow un behatfof this— -~ - —-—-—
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trusts. President Hadley uttered this at the Old South
church last night, the report says, before a congrega-
tion largely made up of the richest church society in
New England. In the course of his address he said:
“Trusts have got to be regulated by public sentiment,
and that public sentiment is not merely the opigion of
any particular part of the whole people, but is a readi-
ness to accept, in behalf of the community, restrictions,
independent of the question of whether you or I shall
be personally harmed by those restrictions. You say
that the community will not be governed by this prin-
ciple. We must expect that the community will, how-

champion of freedom in our time,” and as
one who has done and suffered more for a
great cause than any other man living.

The Lowell Institute, he said, did itself
honor by inviting Prince Kropotkin to its
platform, and the Atantic Monthly did itsclf
honor by inviting Kropotkin’s autobiography
to its pages.

He did not agree with Kropotkin in many
things, the chairman said, but there was in|

ever, for the alternat an emperor_in_ Washington

wenty-five years.  Puhlic afioirs can_on longer

a game, but must be dirccted by an intel-
ligent and active public conscience. Individual effort
is helpless and hopeless. ™

Comrade W. S, Allen, who was recently
imprisoned for a vear for distributing a leaf-
let, informs us that he has been released
through habeas corpus proceedings.

At the last meeting of the Edinburg Trades
Council attention was called to the fact
that it was proposed to arm the mounted
police of the city with swords, and the dele-
gates discussed at some length the causes
which could have led to this innovation,
among the ideas being one that it was in-
tended to arm the police in this way so that
they might be ready to put down any labor
troubles in future, wkile another was that
this was the first Gutward and visible sign of
the growth of militarism in our midst. As
the Council could see no use for the swords
and did not regard them as ornaments, it was
decided to offer oppostion to the proposal.—
AAdvance.

The trades unions of this country would
not bother their heads with such trifles; the
workingmen of this country are accustomed
to being clubbed and shot by the police and

militia, and do mnot mind a few scars and

_bruises as long as they are dealt out in_the.

name of *law and order.”
— e
Comrade Kropotkin at Boston.

They were all there; all the Anarchists,
Russian radicals, Nihilists, Hebrew and other
Socialists, and also many leading social re-
formers of this city. It was the reception
given in Paine Memorial Hall last evening
to Prince Peter A. Kropotkin, by the An-
archist group of Boston.

It was a most cosntopolitan, picturgsque
and enthusiastic gathering. The audience
taxed the size of the big hall.

There were many women present, nearly
as many as men, numbers of them being
warm adherents of ‘‘the cause,”” and they
were all quite demonstrative of their admira-
tion for the ‘‘grand old man," as Kropotkin
is affectionately refered to by the faithful.

He was vociferously applauded again and
again, and his fervid, long, yet interesting
address on ‘‘ Anarchism: Its Philosophy and
Ideal,”” was listened to with the greatest
attention by all present.

The meeting was opened Ly Mr. A. H.
Simpson with a few fitting remarks, and then
Mr. Edwin D. Mead was introduced as the
chairman of the evening. Mr. Mead was
highly eulogistic in the tribute he paid to
Prince Kropotkin, to whom he referred as
‘‘the most valiant, courageous and noble

his teachings the- spirit of- fraternity and co-
operation that he admired greatly.

Mr. Kropotkin began by saying that he
was delighted to address such an audience in
Boston on a subject that was so near and
dear to his heart ; that the comrades in Lon-
don will be glad to learn that such a meeting
was held in Boston, where utterance was
given to the ideas that were so dear to them.

Ten years ago such a meeting would not
have been possible, he said; the mere word
Anarchism would have been enough to drive
people away from the doors of the hall. All
new ideas, he pointed out, and all new pres-
entations of old ideas, are at first bitterly
opposed by those who do not work for opin-
ions, but who inherit them.

Then the speaker went into a learned yet
lucid and impressive enunciation of Anarch-
ism, its literature, its philosophy and ideal,
laying particular stress on the difference be-

too many of. Look at the stock of hats in every shop,
going out of fashion before they are nsed.” .
“Well,” says Pat, *“ what are you grumbling about? —
You're wearing a shabby enough hat—"
“It's no worse than your boots,"” savs Chris.

’at seratched his head. **No,” he said, “but there is
overproduction of boots. I heard that in Mr. Rocke-
feller's * School of Secial Economics.' :

“I think,"” says Chris, *“its a lack of circulating me-
dium. I read that in “Coin’s Financial School,’

YStuff!™ says Pat. “I'll trade you a hat for a pair
of boots; that is, when I get some fur to make it out
ofand find time tomake it
hours a-day now.'' — - e

“Well, I'd like to trade; but, you see, I have to sell
cvery pair of these shoes at the best price [ can get for
them, to get some clothes for the children. [ made the
grocer take out his bill in shoes last week, because I
haven't any money; but I can't spare any more. The
rent is due this week.™

“Gad," says Pat, “I'll try that on my landlord. I'li
make him take hats. I don't believe he'lldo it, though;
for he gets his rent in advance. Guess he'll put me out
first.  Then how will sell hats, or trade Ulc‘l, cither,
with no place to live at all, at all?”

“Mine would put me out for sure,” s: vs Chris.
Sure, I thought you owned this shanty? says Pat.
“So Ldo own the shanty, but I pay ground rent;

I baove ta avork el

that is, I put up the shanty myself. The landlord claims
that he owns it now."

“Why don't you move over to the field opposite,
and—""

“Why, the owner there would chivre me all T could
make, just the same as this one.”

“Well, if you get-him to ta
what will he gi

“Oh,if he takes the shoes, he won't put me out.”

UM take the shoes; and | put you out,

cither,” says Pat

a pair of shoes or so,

voufor them?"”

won't

“Don’t talk nonsense. You don’t own the land, He

tween State Socialismand Anarchism or Com-
munism. He talked in a strikingly charac-
teristic and fervid manner.

Here was no longer Kropotkin, the lecturer
on Russian literature before the Lowell Iusti-
tute, where he does quite well, but is not at
home—for literature is not his forte ; here
was Kropotkin, the enthused and enthusing
agitator ; the stirring, inspriring champion of
his cause, the idolized leader of his move-
ment, who feels and lives every word he
utters.

Among other things he severely criticized
State Socialism, which means concentration,
and would lead to a huge slavery, and, in
contrast to this, pleaded for Communism or
the free, spontaneous voluntary commune,
which would have absolute home rule and
the highest individual freedom. Towards
the close he made an eloquent defense of the
Anarchists who have used violence against
the powers that be, describing the countless
cruelties and brutalities of kings, rulers and
all governments, practised upon the poor, op-
presse i, starving, defenseless people.

He spoke of the various persecutions of
governments that he had himself experienced,
of how the Spanish tortured the Anarchists,
and then said: ‘It is we who have a right to

does.™
“How did be get it
" Bought it same as youwill have to buy my shoes
“From the one that made it, saume as you made the
shoes?
“Well, no,
from some one that got it from the Indians.

vs Chris, 1 suppose he bought it
‘Crows’
they called them. I hear tell they were Chinese orig-
inally.”

“Sure the Indians didn’t make it, nor even fence itin.
Ldon't believe the Indians owned it anyhow, any more
than the crows that flew over it." o T

“Well, anyway, he hasit now, and the lots opposite,
too. The people here wanted to dig the sand out of
them, but he wouldn't let them at any price. If he had,
the people around here would be doing well. It's
hardly taxed at all, either; and 1 have to pay alot on
He does noth-
Mr. Onus,

this hit of a shed. D—n the landlord !

ing but collect the rent. Here he is now
Lain't got the rent yet.”

“Ain't got the rent 7 If you ain’t got the rent, Chris,
youll get the sack. Why don’t you go out and peddle
your shoes? [ never saw so nany people around here
with bad shoes.™

Y Well, you see, sir, its their rent day, too; and no
one seems to have any money for bread, let alone
shoes.™

S Well, now, 'l tell you what it s, my man,"” says
the Tand owner, Il wait till Monday, and not a day
longer. I've hetrd all about you
time :hinkin;::gml stir

You spend your

& up vour neighbors, instead
of working hard, as cvery man ought to. You're a
kind of Anarchist.” E

“Say, Pat,” savs Chris,
think » There's
Why don’t we vote to tax those fellows out of their

“do you know what I

an overproduction of land owners.

speak of violence, not they.” Governments
and rulers, he stated, have caused and are still
causing destruction of hundreds and thou-

—_— 0 —

A FINANCE COMMITTEE.

“*Chris, there's too many of you shoemakers.
" How do vou make that out, Pat ?"

“ Why, there's too many shoes; and it's vou that
makes them.  Look at those boxesof them : they can't

be sold.”"

“Ithink,"” says Chris, “it's you hatmakers there's

sands of human beings.-—Boston /.. |

'dogmatic.

boots

“Faith, Iwould,” savs 'at, as he showed his toes.
CIUs long enough they've tased us out of ours,”"—
From “Things As They Are,” by Bolton Hall,

—— ——

Literature,

The State and Socialism.  Socialism and Interna-
Twao Leetures by Gabriel Deville. Trans-

International Li

tronalism
lated hy Robert Rives La Mounte
New York.

These are forcible statements of Socialism,
as understood by the iron-clad Marxists of
today. They are well-expressed, but unduly
J- F. M.

rary Co., Price 10 cents,

[BIRREE—




FREE SOCIETY.

~— The number printed on the wrapper of
your paper shows that yoursubscription
has been paid up to that number.

AGENTS FOR FREE SOCIETY.

The following named persons will re-
ceive and receipt for subscriptions for
FREE SOCIETY.

Pa.—H. Bauer, 73 Spring-
garden Ave.
Arrantic Crty, N. [.—M. Kisluck, 1108

ALLEGHENY,

Luba:sky, J. Kirschuer, H. Par-
ker. Music under the direction
of H. Bergman. Admission free.
All welcome.

The Jettér-Box.

H.S., New York.—You desire to know
what we intend to put in the place of
government? Nothing, absolutely noth-
ing; if a patient is sick we do not ask

what shall replace the disease we are at-

BrtticAve:
TB. Morwitz, 2018 Baltic Ave.
BaLTiMmore—NM. Kahn, 1139 Granhy St.
Boston—Brighham'’s  Restaurant, 642
Washington St.
D. Mikol, 20 Isabella St.
K. A. Snellenberg, 54 Haskins St.,
bury.
BurraLg—Hattie Lang, 408 Riley St.
Cuicaco—H. Havel, 515 Carroll Ave.

C. Pfuctzner, 469 Wabash Ave.
CLEVELAND—E. Schilling, 4 Elwell St.
Loxpox, Eng.—T. Cantwell, 127 Ossul-

ton St., N. W.

New York—M. Maisel, 170 Henry St.
PriLapELPHIA—Natasha Notkin, 242 N.
Second St.

Sax Fraxcisco—R. Rieger, 1705 Mar-
ket St.
ST1. Lovis—C. Norman, 1351 S,

[y

Rox-

13th St.

———————-

For BOSTON.
Farewall to Comrade Peter
Kropotkin.  Social and enter-

to be held on Saturday, March
23, at 8 p. m. in Fenix Hall, 724
Washington St. Tea, cakes and
fruits will be served free, and
other refreshments will be obtain-
able. Tickets 25 cents.

Comrades who take [farticular
interest in this social and willing
to assist in making up the pro-
gram, or arranging some details,
are invited to call on Comrade D.
Mikol, 20 Isabella St.

For CHICAGO.

The FREE SOCIETY SUSTAIN-
ING CLUB meets every Wednesday
evening at 515Carroll Ave.

On March 20,
will speak on ‘‘The Essential
Condition to Freedom.”’

Take the Lake Street Elevated,

U Ashland Avenue Station, or any
s - surface line crossing Ashland Ave.
s or Paulina street, which is one
?’ block east of Ashland Ave.
e
For PHILADELPHIA.
- ) International Commemoration

of the Paris Commune, under the
auspices of the Social . Science |
Club, Industrial Hall, Broad and /|

Wood Sts., Sunday, March 24,
1901, 8 p. m. Music, songs, re-|
citations and speeches in English, ‘
German, French, Italian, and
Jewish.  Speakers: George F. ;
g Stephens, Ed. Kuppinger, Geo.,
Ulrich, Geo. Brown, V.de Cleyre, j
J. Kayser, Dr. M. Barbour, J.,
- Menta, L. Dujardin, J. Myers, JI

“| natarat fife: = =

tainment, songs and recitations,

A. ‘H: Verralh

DIRECTORY.
The following are names and '\dc]re\sc
of comrades engaged in husiness:
J. Burness, 977 W. Lake St., boot and
shoe store; repairing neatly done. |
C. Pfuctzner, 469 Wabash Ave.,
making and repairing.

shoe-

MEETINGS.
New York.—The Social Science Club
meets every Thursday 8. p. m., 250 W,
23th Street.

tempting to cure; government has been
the scourge of mankind for ages, and its
removal will allow us to live a free and

W. J. McC., Dallas Tex.—The misspel-

ling of your name was certainly a mis-
take. As to the rest of your letter, it
came too late.  Your complaint has been
sent to M.
Cal.—Your “stuff”
received and pigeon-holed.  There are
many good thoughts in the article, and
would have been pleased to publish the
same if it had been more cohesive.

W. W. G., Scituate, Mass.—The design
of a new heading for FREE SoCIETY was
lost here in a fire. We would beglad if
you should design another one. Perhaps
this note will induce other artists among
our readers to sent in designs for a new
heading,—and the fittest shall survive.

W. 8., New ™ York City.—Your idea of
forming a group for the purpose of spread-
ing Anarchist literature is good, and if

N., San Francisco,

you could find other comrades to assist
you, we may say here that the members
of the Free Reading Room, 1459 Third
have offered their appartments
where the English speaking comrades can
meet without paying rent.

L K., Citr—
When our reade

Ave.,

Never mind, comrade.
wre out of employment
aitened circumstances,
they excused, and may pay
when they are able to do s We
be glad to make your acquaintance.

Y
unwise, the move has been made and we
shall not shrink from the truth because

or otherwise in
are alw.
would

Altiiras, Cal—\Whether wise or

we are near the lion's den, nor shall we
fear persccution.

H.Z.,San Fracnisco, Cal.—We are glad
to hear from you
encouraging words.
you and L.

and appreciate your
Greetings both to

- —e—
RECEIPTS.
CSepscripTions.—Gaustad,  Margolius,
Maisel, Horvich, Schmitt, Southworth,
Kaplan, Landa, Zickendorf, Pope, Nahl,
Bochm, Mayer, Frank, cach $1. Ball8u,
Rosenblum, Liatti,
. Frenchmen, McConnell, Cooper,
Trentini, Guidici, Hicks, Siegmeister, Van
Clar 1, Hendrie,
Sale.each 50 cents.
Greenwald, Shoob,

Rohinson, Goldbery,

Ornum,

Targum,
Truitt, Pauly, Tuch,
AMichaels, eact C.

Doxarioxs. —Aronberg, 73¢. Shoop,

25 cents.

BRANN'S ICONOGLAST

| A Free Lance Monthly Magazine., |

fearlessly attacks evils in cither

Church, State, or Society.

INOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Some of its contributors are:

ETHELYN LESLIE HUSTOK,
GLARC<NGE S. DARROW,
HELENE DU BOIS,

EDWIN C. WALKER,
JINATHAM MAYOD CRANE,
NELIE M. FRAZIER,

LIZZIE M. HOLMES.

One Year, $1. Single Copy, 10 cents.
J. C. HART,
121 La Salle St.,

Publisher,
Chicago, 11,

PHILADELL rra—The Social \uu!u Lluh
meets every Sunday evening at Industrial
Hall, Corner Broad and Wood Streets.
Lectures, questions and discussions con-
cerning the topics of the hour,

Prrrsnvrc—The Debating Club meets
every Sunday afternoon 2 p.m. at 155
Crawford St.  Take any Fifth Ave. car
Pride St.

MORIBUND SOGIETY
AND ANARGHY.

Translated from the French of

JEAN GRAVE

By VoLTaARINE DE CLEVRE.

CONTENTS :

The Anarchistic Idea and its Develop-
ment.— Individualism and Solidarity.—
Too Abstract.—Is Man Evi
—The Famil;
tracy

—Authoriiy.
—The Rigth to Punish and the Sa-
The Influence of Environment.—

“The Country.’
Governing Classes.— Milit
nization.—There are no Inferior Races.—
Why We are Revolutionis

vant

As to w

Means follow from the Princip!
lution and Anarchy.—The Efficacy of lu-
forms. — The  Experimental  Method. —
What Then?—Anarchism and its Practi-
cability.—The Unvarnished Truth.

The book is printed in large type,
consists of 176 pages.

m(l

Price, paper cover, 25¢; hound 6Goc.

Five copies $1.

Send orders to Free
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monument erected at Waldheim cemetary
to the memory of those murdered by the |
government.
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