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ugh the devotion of the|human misery and reckless ostentation and extrava-
who by their entreaties
caused the troops to lay down their arms and to frater-
nize with the people; how G
and Lecomte were shot, because of their cruelty and
by their own soldiers; how -the
d by the

3 Given thee naught but honey’s gift?
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From “Life of Albert R, Parsons,”

gol! nm§l pray! Th? wtmtnl cries T;ld;
peed thy prayer, for time is s
A% thy daor Need's subtle tread; -
Pray in haste! for time is bread,

And thou plow’st and thou hew’st,
And thou rivet’st and sewest,

And thon harvestest in vain;

Speak! O, man; what is thy gain?
Fly’st the shuttle day and night,
Heav’st the ores of to light,
Fill’st with treasures plenty’s horn—
Brim’st it o’er with wine and corn.

- But who hath thy meal £mmd,
Festive garments with thee shared;
‘And where is thy cheerful hearth,
Thy good shield in battle dearth?

Thy creations round thee see—

All thy work, but nought for thee!
Yea, of all the chains alone”

Thy hand forged, these are thine own.
Chains that round the body cling, N
Chains that lame the spirit’s wing, /
Chains that infants’ feet, indeed,

Clog! O, workman! Le! Thy meed.

What ye rear and bring to light,
Profits by the idle wight,

What ye weave of diverse hue,
*Tis & curse—your only due.

What ye bnild, no room insures,
= Not a sheltering roof to yours,
. And by haughty ones are trod—
Ye, whose toil their feet hath shod.

. Human beest Has nasure’s thrift

See! the drones are on the wing.
Have you lost the will to sting? -

Man of labor, up, arise!

Know the might that in thee lies,
Wheel and shaft are set at rest " =
At thy powerful arm’s behest. \
Thine oppressor’s hand recoils

When thou, weary of thy toil,

Shun’st thy plough; thy task begun
When thoun speak’st: Enough ig done!
Break this two-fold yoke in twain;
Break thy want's enslaving chain;
Break thy slavery’s want and dread;
Bread is freedom, freedom bread.
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VIVE LA GOMMUNE!

1f we had been in the beautiful city of Paris27 years
ago this month, we should have seen a great city in
the throes of armed revolt. Not merely & rebellion of
the people against the political power which had mis-
governed fair. France; not alone a forcible protest
against the surrender of the French armies to the vic-
torious Germans, Or_ an armed uprising against a
threatened re-establishment of the empire—though
each and all of these have been declared -by some
writers as the cause or causes of the revolt. It wasa
revolt of & far more sweeping character. It was a vio-
lent p t against the inigq i political, industrial
and social system which then prevailed and under
which we still suffer. It was a complete overthrow, for
the. time being, of existing institutions, and an at-
tempt to found & social and industrial commonwealth
based upon the inherent rights of man. It was a pro-
test.of the robbed t ' further of the
poor against a continuance of their misery. It wasa
revolt against continued fraud, vice; crime and war.
It is not ¥y to at the incidents which
ranspired, in rapid succession, from the 18th of March
1871 till the army of Versailles effected an entrance
into the doomed city. We are all familiar with the
principal events of that memorable time: How, on the
date mentigned, the government. troope made a des-
perate but unsuccessfal attempt to steal the munitions
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tyrapnical conduct,
cause of the C:
repeated failures of the Versailles troops ‘to dislodge
the soldiers of the Commune from the ad 2!
positions occupied by them in the environs of Paris;
rades mounted to the zenith
until on the 29th day of
March the Commune was formally declared. Most of
ded the
men upon whose shoulders rested the great burden of
reconstruction and reorganization; what trials were
what triumphs ensued ; of the plots and coun-
terplots of the government, which had already been
how our enemies at last
succeeded in organizing their forces, and through
the connivance of
the German leaders without, they finally gained an/|

of the G

gance which had characterized it for years. . The richer
quarters ceased to be, a& they had been for years, the
brothels of Europ Taxes were reduced; the con-
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was daily

t Thomas

scription act was abolished; national workshops were
established, and the Commune emphasized its detesta-
tion of official murder by burning the guillotine. And
-all this, be it remembered, while the city was sur-

how step by step our com
of their power and influence,

143

us are aware of the diffi which sur

borne,
established at Versailles;
the treachery of traitors within, and

entrance into the devoted city.

Let us dwell, for a moniént, upon the scenes of that
last fatal week, beginning with Sunday, May 21, when
the government troops. entered the city by the St.
/" .~'¢. and lasting until noon of the following
ouuusy, when the last barricade In the Faubourg du
-| Temple had been overpowered
surgent had been hunted to death among the graves

and the last armed in-

rounded by a foreign invading foe, and the French
army under the butcher Thiers, was pouring shell and
red hot shot into its heart.

Tack of space will not permit a history of the Paris
Commune. We already have them, both from s
‘capitaliltic standpoint and by the officials of the
Commune. The former do not deny, but justify, the
wanton urder of 50,000 Communards; the latter give
dates and places and documents to prove their recitals.
Visitors in Paris at the time (among whofn may be
mentioned Frederick Harrison, the English essayist,
and Frank Pixley of San Francisco) have also written
accounts of the merciless tortures and butcheries of the
Communards by the French soldiers.
The massacres of that awful week were ordered com-
mitted by those in authority. Nay, more, they were
urged by the press and by the clergy. It was openly
stated that when the government should onee more
resume its authority in the ill-fated city, the working
people of Paris were to be treated like wild beasts,
hunted and slaughtered without mercy.

Be patient, comrades! - Be patient and strong! The
t | beasts of cap may hunt us like wild beasts, they
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in the cemetary of Pere 1 Chaise. From the

were enacted which
scenes which have no

would blanch and the blood
their veins.
bles opened in vacant cellars fi

both sexes were taken for sbanghter.

with heavy chains, and who

mangled flesh.
et us not forget these
day

which we call our own.
to like deeds of

mortal!

under the Commune no longer prgsented the scenes

of waryheld by the national guard, bow the attempt

that the soldiers entered the city scenes of carnage
all efforts at description—

terpart in history save the
bloody night of the massacre of St. Bartholomew.
Would that I could paint in words of living fire the
damnable deeds perpetrated in the name of ‘“law and
order” during that terrible week. I would sear and
burn the knowledge of the awful truths so deep in the
brains and hearts of my readers that their very cheeks
would surge hot through

1 would bid. thgd remember the sham-
y the French officers;

where sq uads of Communist prisoners of all ages and
1 I would remind
them of the crowds of men, women and children who
were forced to march bgréheaded under the scorching
sun, through the public streets, manacled together
were shot or stabbed at
the least sign of weariness or the slightest gesture of
despair. I would tell them again of the sick and dis-
abled, murdered in their beds in the hospitals; of the
pregnant women whose bellies were ripped open; of
the ruthless slaughter of innocent babes. And then I
would paint for them the ecene at Satory, where 20,000
of our comrades were penned like wild beasts in the
mud, and finally mowed down with grape and cannis-
ter which was poured into them from all sides, until
the enclosure was but a reeking mass of blood and

things, my comrades, for the

will surely dawn when their remembrance must

nerve our hearts to perform deeds worthy offthe cause
14

And what of the men of the Commune? Their
pames and glorious deeds will live forever. Their
sufferings will not deter others from following in their
footsteps ; their heroism and daring will nerve many
grandeur, and their triumphe will
serve as an incentive to us and to our children. Deles-
cluze and Raspail, Pyat and Flourens, Dombrowsky,
Duval and Blanqui, Vermorel, Meyn, Mielliere and
the whole noble host of martyrs, your names are im-

In its brief existence of two months the Paris Com-
mune accomplished reforms that were the wonder of
{he civilized world. Prostitution was greatly diminish-
ed, vice was suppressed, crime was unknown. The city

may imprison and hang our bravest men and women ;
they may gloat over their devilish treatment of the
poor. The time will surely come wlien all this will be
changed. Oursun of p is already looming up in
the East. From the countries of the Orient, from czar’
cursed Russia, from Germany, France, Spain, Italy,
England and the Netherlands, aye, from many of the
states of this union the rumbling of the coming Social
Revolution is borne to us, and the signs bid us here
prepare to join with our comrades over the seas in the
struggle for human emancipation.

Shades of our martyred comrades on Satory’s field,
in the bloody streets of Paris, amid the Siberian wilds,
on the gallows in Chicago—great hearts and fervent
souls, we salute you! W, HoLuzs.
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EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION.

It is true that social and political evolution is,
primarily, a product of thought, of brain

New ideas supplant the old. New desires st
precede new c« ti And discontent is the

first healthy symptom of evolution.

If the whole question were one of brain against
brain, thought in combat with thought, the new,
the vital, the higher conception would march along,
change following change in interminable and un-
interrupted succession. There would be no lang-
uishing in old and oppressive conditions; progress
would not forge ahead by starts and spurts, only to
drift, if not wholly, partially back into the old ruts.
There could not be that phase of evolution com-
monly called revolution. 7

But there stands in the way Property, assuming
to be superior to all else—superior to intdiligence
and even life itself. And it is ever ready to back
the assumption with iron—the rifle agd the sword.
How shall thought prevail against these? What is
passive resistance when thus confronted? Bullets
are the pills employed by the propertied class to
relieve a serious case-of discontent. :

And who first resorts to violent measurés? = Was - :
Berkman’s attack on Frick the first violent act?
Was Carnot the firat victim of violence? No one
at all posted will make the contention. All know

of | that the propertied class, government, has slain-
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" thousands where the “violent Anarchist” has assas-
" sinated one. Let the passive reristants, then, go to
the greater offender with their doctrines. Do they
__dare preach to us not to strike back when smitten?

Convert those who always aim the first blow, and
" you will save much time and labor.

Here are men crowded off the earth, compara-
tively, huddled in tenements. . But here is vacant
land all about them. It is impossible that such a
condition should not cause question and thought—
evolution., Having questioned, discussed and
arrived at the conclusion that they have a right
to the of any unused land, they move onto it.
Nobody is.assassinated; nobody’s life is endangered
by these Anarchists. But all the same there will
goon be a show of guns. Forced by whom? Who
fires the first shot? Who is the first assassin of
peaceable men? ;

In this example is proof of all I or any Anarch-
ist claims in regard to violent resistance: that it is
an inevitable part of the evolution toward free land
and free conditions generally. Of what avail is the
brain part of evolution if the consequent part is to
be decried and discountenanced?

We need not worry about the Anarchist becom-
ing too violent. It is the other fellow that needs
watching. All intelligent students of history and
sociology have discovered this fact.

Viol force, is A histic only when used in
defense. But this cannot be construed to mean
that we-are to sit supinely and wait until the hand
ie raised to strike as. We threaten danger and
destruction to no one. But the attitude of the
opposition toward us is clearly defonstrated. We
are to expect no quarter.

Now some will call this incendiary; and irdeed
the plain stat; t of facts is ti inflamma-
tory, and ought to be. But I am not “advocating
violence”’—I do not need to. I see it coming, to
my intense regret and sorrow.

Much has been said in praise and condemnation
of some individuals who committed, some would
say, unprovoked aots’ of violence in the name of
Anarchy. The facts are very plain and simple. It
does not seem that such cases would need to be
discussed at all by intelligent persons. Those men
were the product of conditions, the same as were
the men attacked or inated. We do not
know the motives that conditions had given those
parties. How, then, shall we condemn? Their
acts were as inevitable as the coming violent
struggle, under existing conditions.

I have no hard words for any individual or class
—the millionaire, the pauper, the slave-driver or
slave—all are the products of conditions; the
thoughts and the acts of each are alike inevitnble.
Not in the sense of foreordination, of course, but
in accordance with inherited tendencies and the
play of present environments upon the organism.

M.
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WHY | AM AN ANARCHIST.

1 try to do to others as I would have them do to me.
I would not be governed, therefore I would not govern
others, which constitutes me an Anarchist.

1 say as did Christ, “‘Neither do I condemn them.”
“Father forgive them—they know not what they do.”
If I had been organized and environed as the most
negative, ignorant so-called criminal I can think of, I
should have done just as he did, therefore I have no
right to punish him and do not favor laws that would.
I have only a right to influence him by teaching and
by example to doas I think vight. I am therefore an
Anarchist.

I bave a right to love even. my enemies. I do not
allow myself to hate or think evil of others so far as I
can avoid it. I am therefore an Anarchist.

I am naturally sympathetic with suffering, and do
‘mot try to euppress my sympathieg, for I never thought
them harmful. I am too sympathetic, if for no other
reason, to kill any living thing, much less a fellow
man, and for that reason I never owned a gun nor

killed anything with a gun in my life.
ment, and therefore could not nor ever did ask for an

(

I, being an Anarchist, could mot sanction govern-

I never commanded anyone, for & command implies

P bedience implies inferiority of the com-
manded, and punishment for disobedience; for behind
every d is hidden in ambush—*“If you don’t,

T'll make you.” I am therefore an Anarchist.

I have lived a life of Anarchy for sixty years. Ihave
never cost the county or state a cent for my support in
poorhouse, in office, or in court; but on the contrary,
I have always paid a heavy tax assessed against. me

dorse. They are the most patient, long suffering and
worst maligned and persecuted people anywhere to be
found in the world. L :

I believe it was Rousseau who said the hoast of pa-
triotism was the last refugeof a scoundrel. Anarchists
are not patriots. - They believe as I doin the solidarity
of‘the race; that if one member suffers the whole body
is in pain. We are all interdependent creatures. If
the most remote people on earth suffer, we feel it sym-

for which I never received a cent benefit pt in the
roads and bridges built. I never went to war to tax
others to pay we s pension. I never went tolaw totax
others to pay for courts. I do not support churches for
the reason that they are authoritative, sanction and
{oster governments, war and all other evils that govern-
ment implies. Yet there are some, especially among
professed christians, who do not love me as their
teacher would if he were here. I feel sure that
if Christ were here, and we could have a familiar con-
versation on sociological subjects, subjects he was so
fond of discuesing, that we would agree exactly. What
he taught of sociology was profoundly true. Much of
what he taught has since been demonstrated by Her-
bert Spencer and others of modern times to be true.
He was the great sociological commentator and An-
archist of his time.

Of course, if he lived now, he would modify some
things he said, but the main purport of all his teach-
ings was just what Anarchists teach now. I know
church members do not like to have his name associated
with Anarchy, for the reason that they are either ig-
norant of Anarchy or christianity. I have asked, and
now repeat the request, pleage point to a single word
or action in Ohrist’s short life on earth that does not
fully comport with Anarchy. If you can, T will cease

est opponents of Anarchy we have. It is prima facia
evidence to my mind that the Church is not christian.
Of course, I mean the orthodox churches. There are a
few churches, largely in the minority, that approach
christianity in their ethical teachings. They are, how-
ever, illogical by not openly avowing Anarchy. Take
the Friends or ‘“‘Quakers.”” They oppose war and
slavery logically, but illogically support government.
They have never thought that all governmentis founded
on war. If a command to pay your tax to support sol-
diers is disobeyed, the command is backed up by the
sheriff, and he by his posse, they by the state militia,
and the latter by the whole army of the government.
Government is all and essentially physical force.
Might is right. No appeal is made to the better emo-
tions nor reason of men. Christianity and Anarchy
appeal ENTIRELY and EXCLUSIVELY to LOVE and REASON,

It is not so difficult & watter, as some imagine it
might be, to live an anarchistic life. One may not ac-
cumaulate so much wealth, as society is now constituted,
but the conscioueness of having lived a non-aggressive
Christ-life, void of offense to any man, is ample com-
pensation for abstinence from so-called worldly pleas-
ures, such as contentions, hatreds, law-suits, wars and
offices of authority.

Christ might and doubtless would have lived to be
over a hundred years of age if he had only kept his
mouth shut. Itis not for what any martyr for An-
archy ever pip that he died, but for what his sympa-
thetic and sanguine nature prompted him to utter.
Simply for words, words, words, they died, and those
words often disconnected and the sentences distorted
to make a case of violation of man-made restrictive
laws against freedom of speech

1 have never seen an Anarchist, but have read of
them and have read their writings, and am fully per-
suaded that Anarchists, as a class, are the most noble,
intellectual, philanthropic and sympathetic peopl
living. It would not be strange if some Anarchist,
driven to an insane frenzy on witnessing his comrades
tortured—as 300 of t;he:Q were in Barcelona, from which
28 died—to get them to confess to a crime they never

itted, should inate Canovas the premier
of Spain.

But notwithstanding the fact that diatribes,

to quote him. Yet professed christians are the bitter- |

allprar
P y.

Iam an A hist b A hism appeals to
every pure and nob tion of the h soul, Itis

absolutely just, philanthropie, altruistic, and inspiring
to every good action, and leaves no excuse or tempta-
tion to do a bad thing. I have never heard an effec-
tive argument against it. One argument often used
against it consists in the question “What would yon
do with your criminals?”’ It is not a pertinent ques-
tion to put to an Anarchist, for we challenge the world
to disprove that government itself is the crime of
crimes and the sole cause of all crime.. We in turn
ask our opponents, what are you going todo with your
criminals? Now, since the prisons are bursting to
overflow, and with criminals on the increase it isa
serious question for them to answer.

A starving man might break into my house now,
since there are so many against whom we har our
doors, but under Anarchist-Communism no laws nor
locks would be needed. ’

No more important truth was ever uttered by Her-
bert Spencer than that, wherever society rids itself of
an evil by coercive force, other evils as great or greater,
unforseen, spring up in its place. *“‘Coercion,” says
he, “‘can by no process be made equitable.”

Governments have in all times vainly tried to sup-
press crimes, and people seem to learn nothing from
history. People still have faith that if there was a
strong repressive Law, with a heavy penalty to its vio-
lation against a certain evil, the millenium, would be
here. Did they ever have any experience in smooth-
ing and straightening a sheet of copper or tin that had
become cockled, as we say, at one corner? If they put
it on an anvil and attempted to straighten out the
cockle with one fell blow they would find they had
made a half dozen more small wrinkles unforseen and
unthought of. Never, never, was evil overcome by
evil! Government is evil. 1f is coercion. It is an-
tagonistic to charity and every other elevating emo-
tion. Since government has always failed to benefit
the people, let us try freedom—Anarchism.

Hindsboro, 111, J. C. BARNES.
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EMMA GOLDMAN IN PHILADELPHIA.

The extraordinary popularity of Emma Goldman
was again attested by the crowds that flocked to
hear her. A large audience is no criterion by which
to judge of the popularity of any speaker, but the ova-
tions she received are sufficient confirmatione. Com-
ments were frequent anent her remarkable improve-
ment in public speaking, and what greater achieve-
ments this remarkable woman may yet attain, if she
reaches lifé’s autumn, can only be conjectured.

Owing to the fact that Comrade Goldman delivered
six lectures here last week, it is impossible to make
any extended remarks, but I will attempt a fair
summary of each of the lectures.

On Wednesday evening before the Ladies’ Liberal
League the lecturer spoke of ““The New Woman.”
She made a brilliant plea for the economical, political
and sexual freedom ot her sex, endorsing the senti-
ment expressed by John Stuart Mills in his memorable
speech in the house of commons, that “The principle
which regulates the existing social relation between
the sexes, the legal subordination of one sex to another,
is wrong in itself and ought to be replaced by equity.”

She said that from time immemorial woman had
been subjected by Church and State to abject humilia-
tion and that the [arther away woman progressed from
these gorgons the nearer she approached the goal of
intellectual liberty.

does, and epithets have been hurled at them, and even
their name Anarchist is almost always used in an ap-
probrious sense, but one or two Anarchists in all the
world have ever been proven guilty of infringing upon
the rights or freedom of anyone. Why should they be
50 unreasonably accused of crime when the funda-
mental principles of Anarchism are equal freedom and
non-aggression? Some A hists even go so far as to
be non-resistants to force or persecution as Christ did.
They are taxed to support governments, soldiers, pen-
sions for-soldiers and churches, none of which they en-

On Thursday evening she spoke at the Single Tax
gociety on “The Absurdity of Non-Resfstance to Evil.”

She showed tle fallacy of the Tolstoic argument
maintaining that the great reforms of the past were
not attained through “passive resistance’” but through
force.

She very skillfully reviewed scveral great historical
events and proved that they were successful only
through the application of force. i

She said she believed in non-acquiescence to injus-

tice and not in a calm, docile submission to despotism,

s SR T

.
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closing with & quotation from Ibaen{that ‘‘when neces-
‘sity s no revolt, then the people are not worthy
of theéir own redemption.” =

On Friday evening she delivered an address before
the-Society for Ethical Research on ‘‘The Basis of Mo-
rality.” This addrese was listened-to by several well-

Comrade Goldman has gone to Pittsburg to “gpread | th
the gospel.” She has the ‘affectionate esteem of her

Philadelphia comrades, who believe in her undying
fealty to the cause; in ber intellectu 1 and dis ive
ability to expound and defend it; and in her indomit-
able will which is unawerved by either persecution or

tinue these conditions

gated by the Salvation army.
is not an attractive one, there
equity in enticing dupes to

v,

which those who" produce

rags, live in hovels and suffer staryation
8 quietly s the doctrine
“Brother Booth’s God
being no love, truth or

known educators who have beén hoiding their annual | imprisonment. O. SaILLuING.
convention here. Comrade Goldman maintained that / RSP ;
all morality is dependent upon what i known to mor- . it X
alista'as the “materialistic conception”, that is to say, CALL FOR ACTION.”
the égo. She said she was thoroughly in accord with
Frederick ‘Nietzsche in his “‘Twilight of the Idols”
when he wrote that “‘our present morality is a degen-
. ‘erate idiosyncracy which has d an unutterable
amount of harm.” Skt
To sustain her argument that morality depends upot
individualistic conception she cited the irrefutable
axiom of Kropotkin, that the man who steals a loaf of
bread and the man who gives away his last shirt .to a
child are both actuated by the same egoistic impulse.
She denied the right of Church or State to frame &
code of ethics to be used as a basis for all moral action.
She stigmatized such usurpation as vile casuistry.
She showed the relation existing b ls.and
economics proving that economic thraidom is resp
sible for nearly all the crimes so-called, and she closed
by saying that as long as the present system of eco-

turbing the
is rickn

rightly there can be no
ity Py

dneted

should be to make war upon the prevailing system ; or

ity or colony,

upina

nomic slavery continues she believed with L ne, | conditione (and finally to prove it to be afailure where
that *‘every society possesses the criminals it deserves.” | every one of the participants sccuses the other of hav-
On Saturday g O de Gold dd d|ing brought it about), but mssociate to further the

the German Anarchist society upon the subject of
“Freedom.” The hall was so densely ded that
the narrator'was unable to obtain and is
therefore unable to furnish Frer Sociery with an epi-
tome of her remagks. Suffice it to say, however, that
she handled the subject ably.

Comrade Goldman was billed to deliver two ad-
dresses before the Friendship Liberal League on Sun-
day. The subject of the afternoon’s discourse was
«Patriotism.” She said that patriotism has always
been “the last refuge of a scoundrel.” That it isa tool
wielded hy subtle politicians to accomplieh their own
designing ends. The lecturer referred to patriotism as
the antithesis of comradeship and solidarity. She
said that the history of mankind proves the fallacy of
& chauvinistic policy. It is a breeder of dissension
and strife between the proletariat of different coun-
tries. She referred to patriotism as the Veil of Maya
that ubscures the real issues of the day.

The lecturer warmly eulogized the Communists for
the destruction of the Vendome Column, and who
while in the act of demolition, exclaimed: *‘We will
not tolerate this barrier against our German brothers.
Qur cause is their cause.”

She closed her remarks with an eloquent plea for
the abandonment of patriotism and warned her audi-
tors. ot to allow their minds to be circumscribed
within the narrow confines of any natiofi;~but to be
men and women of universal sympathy.

“Charity” was the topic for the evening discussion.
She commenced her remarks by drawing the line of
differentiation between charity and assistance, stating
that her experience as a trained nurse had justified her
belief that hospitals being indispensable institutions, |
should not be included in the category of charity. She
characterized charity as the crambs that fall from the
table of the modern Dives. Charity, said Comrade
Goldman, is an indictment against christianity.

The lecturer applied her scalpel to the management

of penal institutions (which are based upon ‘‘sweet’’

charity) and stated that the ““festering dung-heap,”

commonly known as “society,” was resp ible for the

very 1s that it ts to reform by incarcera-
tion. She said that charity and justice were incom-~
patibilities.

She spoke of foundling asylams as institutions
created by society to hide the defects of its marital
relations.

During the discussion that followed her remarks she
was blackguarded by a notorious Camden pettifogger.
1 will contribute an article to your valuable paper upon
this discussion, including Comrade Goldman’s opening
address, the criticism of an intellectual bastard and
her clever rejoinder to him.

I leav_é it to the calm and philosophic consideration
of the reader of this article who is the greatest benefac-
tor to the human race, the wealthy Baroness Burdett-

propaganda. Let us, instead of trying to bring abou!

ibilities,

lits

everyone of the comrades would help clear away th

will our surroundings improve.

past three years. CLEMENS PFUETZNER.

Chicago, Ill. .,
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BIBLE TEACHING UP TO DATE.

“But Christ is ALL, and in ALL.”

christianity Anarchism.

elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercie
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long suffe

Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”

freedom.

Aati

menced his
gaying:
more truths,

paign of deg

Comrade Bodendyke's call for action in the issue of
No. 150 with reference to establishing a colony ie dis-
minds of radicals of late. It seems there
in our raxks, and the expounders of such
erratic ideas furnish proof of it. If Ilook at things
such thing as an Anarchist
First, we have
not the means to start it ; second, we cannot live up
to our ideal 8o long as the dominant system makes war
upon us, and admitting this to be a fact, our gole aim

in other words, to be the yeast to revolutionize an op-
pressed and superstitious people. - To do this, and do
it right, we must stay in their midst, and not fence

The only object we can have for any kind of associa-
tion is mot to try to free ourselves from surrounding

blich a center for distribution of
Go to work and do something, instead of
bewailing our own inactivity, and soon we will have
thing else than such & state of things as we have
now. Comrade Bodendyke cries: I dread to work for
4 boss. 1'd sooner goto war if Icould.”” We are in

&lse ‘your servitude has ro affected you that you would
unconsciously fall into the trap of & boss again, because
if you would co-operate with ever so many or few
mechanics, you would be as much under the power of
monopoly as now. Where would you get the raw ma-
terial to work upon, if not from them? And to whom
could you sell, if not to & monopoly-ridden - surround-
ing? As things are we could not lift ourselves out of
this mire by our own boot-straps. We shall have to
get out of it, else clear it away. , No other method is
poseible, however we may dislike it. Therefore, if

mire of superstition, and not waste away his life-blood
trying to elevate hims elf above it, we soon would have
better conditions around us, and not until we do this

Now, comrade, get up and go to war again and you
will have better results than you have had during the

Logically therefore an Anarchist must be Ohrist and

Paul realized the ideal Anarchy when bhe said, “Lie
not one to another, seeing that you have put off the old
man with his deeds; and have put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him
that created him ; where there is neither Greek nor
Jew, circumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free;
but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore as the

ing, forebearing one another, and forgiving one an-
other if any man have a quarrel against any; eveu as

Paul earned his living in the sweat of his face, and
by thus following the first law of nature, he at last
found the truth in other matters, and became a leader
of the very class he before persecuted even unto death;
and in many instances, (such as the above) preached

Booth, the self-dubbed general—a more appropriate
title would be, aide de camp of the plutes—has com-
in California by
“We want, however, not more bibles, nor
but more men and women who love the

still crawl down the Jericho
road to fall among thieves. . e

Those professing or attempting to lead thought today,
must first get rid of all the superstitions on which they -~ -
were fed as babies, when they swallowed eyery lie the -
barons and priests selected from thie utterances of
biblical barons and priests, so a8 to retain theém in
bondage through ignorance. : " £
Miss Francls Willard, the distingnished temperance
advooate, for a long time preached intemperance asthe
cause of poverty and crime, but being an earnest
seeker after truth she arrived at the concingion that -
the unjust conditions under which Labor has to live,
was the real cause of both the poverty and the crime.
Christianity means real men and real women, ‘‘who
know their rights, and knowing, dare maintain them ;"
and they cannot carry this out in Salvation barracks,
with hallelujsh soup, and praise-the-lord-bare-bones.
Let the general begin at the sore place; try the healing
of the people by following the example of Jesus, and
whip the money changers off the earth, clean out of
the temple of humanity—then, and not till then, will
there be peace on earth and good will between men—
don’t the Doctorers of Divinity know thia?
But what is Booth’s mode? raise the down-trodden?”
No, tread them down o deep in the mire of supersti-
tious fear and submission, that they will never rise
againl The plutocratic press gives us the news that
an ovation headed by Oskland’s mayor was accorded
him, before entering his carriage to be driven to Hotel
Meritt, where he told the interviewer, “Since my visit
to America three years ago the increase in member-
ship of the Salvation army is something marvelous,
I also find among My ProPLE & great advance in the
character of work, and their devotion to the great and
good cause is beautiful in the extreme. It can be ex-
preased in just three words; they sre, poverty, chastity
and devotion” (what keen perception!) ‘‘Among the
Salvationists the world over the likeness is striking.
They are willing to serve, obedient to suthority; ready
to suffer, and are the most loveabls people on the face
of the earth. If the world goeson they must become
& mighty force and a great aid to civilization.”
The offer of & civilization of robbed, crushed slaves
is not enticing; no one wearing any uniform can be
free, be he priest, police, or collector of odd trifles un-
der false pretenses—the Pope must be Booth’s model,
the pennies come in so thick and bandy in both cases,
through fear of damnation, purgatory and hell.

We prefer to follow the carpenter who taught that
the truth shall make us free; freedom in hell is prefer-
able to a heaven-community of brass bands, banners
and buncombe; howls and prayers, colonels and
slaves.

The Salvation army is & positive block on the road
to Labor’s emancipation.

We may meet beyond the river to check your bag-
gage, barons, priests and colonels; you have at least
saved us that worry.  J. ALFRED KINGHORN-JONES,

e 0o o ¢+ @
FOR CHICAGO.
Concert and ball of The International Group, Satur-
day, April 8., 1898, at 12th 8t., Turner Hall near Hal-
sted St., for the benefit of Free SocieTy and the Berk- -
man Fund. Comrade Emms Goldman will deliver
an address. All comrades interested in our movement ;
are earnestly requested to make this testimonial a
financial success. TaE INTERNATIONAL GROUP.

t

war now, comrade, and you either do not realize it or

e

8,
r-

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

IMPORTANT NOTIGE!

Allegheny, Pa.

February 198, 1808,

The committee fhich is assisting H. Bsuer in dis-
tributing prizes has resolved to postpone this work
until April 2, 1898, for the reason that-most of the
tickets are still outstanding.
Those having received tickets are kindly requested
to settle and to return those not sold before March

Conuts who distributes the very money incharity which | truth; christianity means real men ‘and real women |29, 1898.

is stolen from the laborers of England, or that poor, who live free from sin;’’ right you are, and one sin is The Committee: P

much villified Anarchist propagandi t who is end that of keep you produci thing but childish P. Harserr, H. Gorpox.
ing to eliminate those conditions in society which |superstition; the great st 8in, the tration of all |- C. Nowp. A.Frey. /
make charity a possibility. : gin, is that of Labor submitting to legal robbery, P, SoaLIPP. L. Ruorr.
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with the abs of all direct government of man by man as the

The wind and the itréam,"ti:e sir and the rain act.
now in-obedience to our will. ‘We have subdued
the forces of nature, but nature itself is no longer

free.» g
‘‘One only master grasps the whole domain,
And half a tillage stints thy smiling plane,
And, trembling, shrinking from the spoiler’s hand
Far, far away thy children leave the land.”

Here in Massachusetts we have cotton mills; we

24 H
—A soctal theory which regards the union ol order | have mills where our fathers, our mothers and

political ideal; absoluteindividusl liberty.—Century Dictionary. | the little ones work early and late, and do not earn

IN THE LAND OF THE FREE.

“The land of the free; the home of the brave.”
These are sentences that sound familiar to us. We
have often heard them in Fourth of July orations.
We have often heard them clearly enunciated by
the well-to-do preachers in the church. Not alone

t

¢!

gh to fill their stomachs, to cover their backs,

and keep their miserable dwellings warm in the
cold winter nights, Before the election they have
been told “Vote for McKinley and prosperity” and

hey did vote. McKinley is elected, but prosperity

did not come,—prosperity so long a stranger to

he men of toil, is a stranger still. Before election

|1abor” for that hardworking couple I’d like to know

there, but even our labor leaders—so-called—after
condemning the particular evil from which his
audience suffers, many a time bursts out: “But
this is the land of the free; the home of the brave.”

And yet our common observations will tell us
that these words are as false as they are beautiful.
We need only cast a glance at those crouching
slaves that fill our department stores, our factories,
our mills, and our mines; we need only look over

they have been - told, “Protection means high
wages,” and they voted for protection, but the high
wages never came. Nearly every consumable
article has gone up in price, but wages did not. On
the contrary, wages have gone down. And toda;

“‘expenses” had been deducted—for they had to buy
everything at the company’s store—the magnificent.
sum, in the form of a check, of TWo DOLLARS AND FORTY _
orNts! Now if that company did not get a lot of “free .

what you’d call it. - : : 2
Yes, my friends, there is abundant “‘free labor” in
this country. That is if you accept this definition of 22
freedom. And in order to beunderstood by some of ¥
our high and mighty economista you must use this
definition. Bt how absurd ind puerile is such defi-
nition! Free, indeed! Free to be robbed of your
labor by & merciless corporation, or to be driven as
helplessly about by t as the stick of drift-
wood is driven by the Columbia. ; b
Is a stick that is the sport of the waves, driven
before the wind, and swept oceanward by the resist-
less current of the river, any less free than the man
who must drift about from town to town looking for a
boss, for some one to employ him in such manner that
they will get a lot of his Iabor—or the resalt of his
labor—free? - = .
How long, my fellow safferers, will you continue to
vote and otherwise uphold the conditions that make
this kind of “free labor?” Whenever you give your

the workmen are out on strike, the mills are closed
the streets are deserted, and quietly hundreds of
families are dying for bread. McKinley, Repub-

where is your prosperity? Where are your high

licans, Senators and the rest of the crowd of liars, |

the newspapers reporting the many suicides, star-
tions and destit

and we will be irritated | ¥ege8? It is not nice for a president to lie. ~Why

)

by the repetition of the old song, “The land of the [49%'t you keep your promise? Why do you keep

free; the home of the brave.”

In the midst of the most gorgeous luxuries of
life hundreds and thousande of men, women and
children are driven to despair. In the midst of
this grand civilization of ours mlen and women,
sons -and daughters, willing and able to work and
be useful to themselves and to the community, are
condemned to idleness and starvation,

There was a time, we are told, when things were
quite different. There was a time when life was
simpler, when life was easier. That was the time
when men were truly free. They had their own
homes, their own tools and lived nearer to nature.

the people.

quiet while agony fills the.air of New Bedford,
Hazleton, and every other part of the land over
which you reign? There is no answer'ts that.

Aslong as men will expect from government what

they alone must do, so long will this state of affairs
remain. To abolish that, men must become self-
reliant and active. They must look upon govern-
ment as a tyranny which exists not upon its

trength, but upon the weakness and ignorance of
DarLrAN DoyLE.

* & ¢ & o

“FREE LABOR.”

I am of the oplnion that, after all, there is such a

They were primitive times, early times; they were thing in this country as “free labor.” Now all you

times which were
two things, the absence of luxury and the absence | f;

ous for the ab of | red-eyed radicals, who never weary of asserting that

reedom is unknown to the laborers, just wait till I

of want. But that time has passed and we can explain before throwing down the paper in disgust.
only read of it in books. ~We can read and weep. | Let me illustrate.

The stories, the poems, and the sketches of primi-

There is a company, composed of Latter-Day-Shints

tive life make us feel sorry for its departure. We|of Jesus Christ, with head-quarters at Ogden, Utah.

often wonder why man progressed at all. We often
feel like wandering back to the old villages:—

The worthy gentlemen are called Mormons by the
wicked gentiles and Anarchists who know them. One
of the branches of the company of Saints is known as

““Where health and plenty cheered the laboring | the Oregon Lumber Co.

swain,
Where smiling spring its earliest visit paid,
And parting Summer’s lingering bloom dis-
played.”

We often sit recalling all the charms and beauties

Now let me tell you what I mean by “‘free labor.” If

& piece of lumber gets out of the boom at the end of
the flume of the Or. L. Co. at the mouth of the Little
White S8almon River, Washington, it is said to be ree
and soon is floating on the mighty Columbia. That’s a

of nature and particularly the “health and plenty | free stick of timber. If a man working at this boom is
which cheered the laboring swain.,” We think of diseatisfied with the work and his wages, he can leave
the simplicity with which nature shaped that life, | the boom and drift up or down the Columbia River.
where all was pleasant and all was quiet; when man | That is called a “free laborer.”

required less, but had more; there was time to

Now that free stick of timber may be picked up by

labor and time to sport. But those days are gone, | 50me one who has use for it, or else it will drift on
their charms have fled. We are now more civilized, | 20til cast ashore by the water, along with other drift,

Our modes of life are more complicated. We have
large cities, grand structures, wonderful bridges, | |
splendid illuminations, and the most improved
facilities of production.

and probably goes to help make fire some cold night
for some free laborer who, too, is adrift. The free

aborer may be picked up by some “‘philanthropist’”

: oy who needs him, or else he is ‘‘cast ashore” in some
We have universities, hospital or morgue and his body furnishes a subject

theatres and libraries; we have an abundance of for medical students to whittle up as he once hacked
intelligence and refinement. We have a govern- | up the stick of free timber.

ment to civilize our instincts and a police force to

Can’t you see that “free labor” is a fact? If the

guard us. We have exploitation to manufacture |foregoing illustration is not sufficient to convince you,

orime and we have prisons and prison officials to | !
punish those who commit them. We have laws to

pport to gov t in any form you help to sustain
these conditions. ' Why do it any more?
- , Hexry Appis. S
* e 0 0 0
CONUNDRUMS.
1 a

Armstrong’s Aut ist p g a um

to the “modern infidel.” He supposes-that if a man

sat down and wrote page after page, day after day,

only to tear them up, he wonld be insane, because

“laboring without a sensible purpoge.” Then he rea-

sons by analogy that the “modern infidel” who lives 42
out the supposed seventy years of life without any
hope of immortality is equally insane. “Sanity is,
therefore,” he concludes, “‘not possible except on the
bagis of immortality. The soul must survive - the
‘wreck of matter and ruin of worlds,’ or we are “the
monomaniacs of time. If life ends in death, and
death is nothingness, then life is a cause without an
effect.”

. *

And while conundrums are under consideration, it
may not be improper to give Mr. Armstrong one eor
two. He should first know what insanity is before he
undertakes to discuss it. Insanity is simply abnor-
mality. Now it remains to decide whether the life of
the ‘“‘modern infidel’” is normal or not. By compari-
son we do not find any striking disgimilarity from
other lives. Butin the case of writing-mania he cites,
there is & decided abnormality. Hence his anology
does not hold good. But if the prospect (for he admits
that it is only a conjecture and unprovible) of immor-
tality gives purpose and sanity to earthly existence,
and makes it worth living, why does not the prospect
of living next year do the same for today’s existence?

And if, failing immortality, we are “the monomaniacs e Y
of time,” with immortality why are we not the mono-
maniacs of eternity? Again, if death renders life of
non-effect, how. does immortality render it effective,
and what is the effect? Give it to us in homeopathic
doses! =
* » *

Mr. Armstrong says in another place that ‘“‘Fres =
Soctery argues the abolition of religion.” There is a J
very fine-pointed mistake here. Frer Sociery advo-
cates only the abolition of those means of power by
which religion is or may be authoritatively estab-
lished. To abolish religion itself would be to forcibly
invade the realm of ideas, which it is the purpose of
Free Society to prevent by the abolition which it .
does advocate. Religion itself will disappear in the
process of evolution. . .

o

- * *
“It is religion alone that makes civilization pos-
sible,”” he continues, “and nothing but its utmost

et me call attention to another view of the matt:

t can realize the free society which is the

A man went to work §n the boom aforesaid, and

serve the people and we have an army to force the his it fook pEclate ing tsmee. whore the

people to serve the laws.
The time is gone when man and man like bro-

laborers worked on the boom board—mind you, I did
not say ‘‘free laborers,” for the laborers are not “‘free’”
until they break loose from this boom. The man put

thers lived, when every rod of land maintained its | in all the time he was allowed to building rafts at the
man, when “his 'best. companions were innocence|hoom, his wife put in all the time keeping the board-
and bealth, and his best riches the ignorance of | ing'house. At the end of the first month they had

wealth.”
We now are learned in the ways of trade and

handed them for their month’s work, after their

. know quite well how to utilize the forces of nature. h: :ul:u‘::xo“ nan e vl “i.‘:n

dream of the Anarchist-Communist. It resjs upon
the love of man for man, and what is all love, but
ecstacy of aentimen&, which has ne material basis
whatever? * * The earth can do nothing, save fill the
stomach and clothe the back; it cannot satisfy the
soul, or whatever that is which moves the Anarehist-
Communist to cry for freedom. "It is certainly no .
material part of him, else his liver might secrete jus-
tice instead of bile.”

But Anarchist-Communism is not based upon any

‘‘ecstacy of sentiment.” On the contrary, it is a very




o

- that give the words freedom and slavery any meaning

. that occasion.

i ———

e —

- material part of him that “moves the Anarchist-Com-
munist to cry for freedom.” The “love of man for
man” is largely pretense, and if that is the basis of
religion I do not wonder that its leading characteris-
tica are hypocrisy and injustice. It is true that we
have more or less sympathy with a fellow in distress,
but love i a physiological fact, and therefore certainly
has a material basis as well as a particular object.
We do not love the man with whom we have r
come in contact. It is only our sense of pain' our
capacity for enjoyment, both based on the ma rial,

to us. We are, therefore, moved to cry for freedom
not only by purely material, but purely selfish mo-
tives. If I were a being free from the conditions of
- humanity, I could have no possible sympathy with its
agpirations for freedom. Mr. Armstrong might as
well call the secretion of the liver “justice’ as to write
the rubbish he does about the “goul,” or “imma-
torial” part of man.
* - -
“Hard and bitter experience seems necessary to
teach us how:to treat ourselves and each other. ﬁ we
can only profit by our experience, thus avoiding the
mistakes of the t, happy are we.”

went to see Pope reproaching him for not asking the
Judge that his attorney (myself) be given an opportu-
nity to be present. Pope, however, said he was satis:
fied and really wanted no attorney. =~ -

“I do not know if I could have been of any practical
benefit, yet I wish I had been present and pleaded
for him.” :

This, and the letter reprinted from the 8. F. Star,
are ample proof that there are still lawyers in this
couniry who sympathize with the poor and down-
trodden, and they ought to be patronized by all liberal
minded people. AL

- * . 2

A public meeting of The Universal Equity Club took
place Monday, February 28. The program was a dis-
cussion of the question, “Is Woman & Frivolous Orea-
ture?” It is to be exceedingly regretted that during
this di the club 1 d its hitherto estab-
lished record as an association of people thirsting and
searching earnestly for knowledge and truth upon
questi of the utmost importance to the human
race. From this lofty position the club threatened
to degenerate into a regular opera bouffe by the friv-
olous, flippant and insincere manner in which the

““It is a mistake to thi that we are
seeking happiness.”—H. A. .

Hence—what? Try to batter down s stone wall
occasionally with your head? True, happiness is
intermittent, as we succeed or fail in BeING and porNaG.
To test the truth of the statement that the aim of all
existence is happiness, it is only necessary to put it
this way: one of the aims of existence is misery. H.
A.’s statement that he has seen some people who “‘de-
lighted”” (that is, were happy) in misery (that is, in
unhappiness), is a ““‘corker’’ | J. H. M.

LR I

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Subscribers in New York City, who find it inconven-
ient to send the money direct to Frex Sociery, will
please pay for their subscriptions to A. Levin, 340
Cherry St. or if they notify him abont their intention
to pay he will call and collect the amount.

* . *

The International Group, of Chicago, Ill., has made
arrangements for a concert and ball, at 12th 8t. Tur-
“ner Hall, Baturday, April 9, for. the benefit of Free
Socrery and the “Berkman Fund.” Comrade Emma

Goldman has been invited to deliver an address on

well |1

treated the subji Instead of showing, as
one of the last speakers attempted to, that the faults
and follies of the present generation of women, as well
a8 those of men, were the natural outcome of the per-
verted foundation of society and g&th the disap-
pearance of the tottering present Social system and its
1 t by more rational ¢onditions these faults
and follies of both men and women would be a thing
of the past, and give place to saner and more rational
duct the principal speaker only dwelt upon details

of an unelevating, instructive and profitabl

nature to the thinker and student. :

To crown-and harmonize, as it were, this unpre-
cedented procedure in the brief history of this club
one of the debaters, an avowed governmental Socialist
who is alwayes ready to oppose Anarchism as simply
appealing to “‘the lower instincts of man,” became
guilty of invasion by pouncing upon and physically
assaulting a speaker who followed him and whose
statement he did not appreciate. The degrading in-
f of gover tali and politics was vividly
shown when this™ Gov list light brazenl
sought to justify his brutal act by the remark that
‘“‘such thingd as these’”’—meaning his brutal assanlt
upon an inoffensive individusl—were nothing un-
common; that they had occurred in the English Par-

Itis y to emph for the d
know, that Free Sociery as well as the “Berkman
Fund” could very well stand this benefit. The success
of the affair will depend upon the efforts of the differ-
ent groups and individval comrades, and in as much
as the expenses will very likely be pretty heavy it is
to be hoped that all the comrades will put their shoul-
ders to the wheel and assist the efforts of the Interna-

tional Group. N

* X,

Comrade Voltairine de Cleyre writes us stating that
she has in preparation and nearly completed a trans-
lation of comrade M. Jean Grave’s La “‘Societe’ mou-
rante et ’Anarchie” (Moribund Society and Anarchy)
into the English 1 ge and having it
published soon. It is to be hoped that this valuable
contribution to histic literature will soon make
its appearance and assist the propaganda in the Eng-
lish t Those interested may correspond with

comrade Voltairine de Cleyre who may be reached by
addressing 242 N, Second St., Philadelphia, Pa.
+ % »

A Physician in the House” is the title and $2.75
the price of an illustrated, elegantly printed and bound
book of 800 pages sent to this office by Dr. J. H. Greer
of Chicago, Ill. The author is a progressive man and
has been & reader and supporter of The Firebrand.

Lack of time prevents an extended review of the
book in this issue of Free SocieTy, but we are inclined
to think from a cursory glance at it, that it is a decided
imprdvement upon the productions of the orthodox
medical school. We shall attempt to give a thorough
review of the book in one of our later issues.

» * .

OQur sattorney, Isaac Swett, reports the following
news from Portland, Oregon:

“Much to my regret I must inform you that A. J.
Pope was yesterday (March, 1.) sentenced to four
months in the county jail.

I was entirely ignorant of the Court’s intent to so
sentence him, and was exceedingly surprised when

PRSI
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t, in the French Chamber of Deputies, in the
Austrian Reichsrath and in other legislative bodies.
A superb nrgumeq,i indeed for the superiority of gov-
ernmentalism for a' would-be advhnced man!

\ S S S PN

" THE FIREBRAND GASE.

On the 25th of February the motion for a new trial
in the Firebrand case reached a hearing. The district
attorney, following up his scheme of persecution, did
his utmost to prevent the court from granting a new
trial. In the discussion of the matter he even went so
far as to offer the court to drop further proceedings
apainst Comrade Isaak if the court would grant him a
new trial, but sentence me.

Isaac Bwett, a young lawyar, a student of Herbert
Sp , app d for the defendants, and p: ted a
strong plea for a new trial. He is now at work on the
case preparing to make a3 strong a defense as he can,
and in the event of the jury convictingus he will carry
it up to the supreme court and make a test case of it.
I am doing, and will continue to do what I can to
make the case notorious and create public sentiment
in favor of free prees. I intend to send an appeal, and
a copy of the Firebrand, to every paper in this state, re-
questing them to notice our case, condemning the ac-
tion of the district attorney and upholding the cause
of free press, and to do much other such work.

The time fGr the new trial has not been set and I
cannot guess at when it will occar. One thing is sure,
however, and that is the coming trial will be conducted
entirelyiifferent from the way the other trial was con-
ducted.

Let the comrades everywhere the qaesti

itat,

list paper let it make all -the
ley’8 administration it can out of it. .

The Union comrades should see to it that their trade
journals mention the case and point out the ‘threaten-
ing danger to free press, and thereby to Trad

The right of free press must be maintained, and the
Firebrand case is, just now, the bone of coutention
between the upholders of free press and those
would destroy it. For this reason all advocates of
free prees should #o what they can to awaken opposi- 3
tion to all interference with the freedom of the press
by attracting attention to the Firebrand case.

. We hope for victory, of course, but it behooves us to -
do all in our power to make that victory sure, and to
make it as overwhelming us possible. Let us put onr -
shoulder to the wheel and do all we can.

§ HeNrY AppIs,

* 6 00 0

THINGS AND THOUGHTS.

Is it not downright madness that, when there ‘is
abundance of everything people need, when ware-
houses and stores are overstocked with all the
imiginable necessaries of life, the nfajority of us
have to suffer privation and misery, and have to
struggle with diseases and crime caused by poverty?
Is there not madness in the established facts that
millions and millions in factories and on land pro-
duce commodities with the greatest strain that
embitters and shorten their lives, not for their
own benefit, but for a few individuals in whose
hands those products b the for opp
sion and corruption? X
One would suppose that the insanity in this
so-called “order” ought to be apparent to every
child; that every sane person ought to be anxio
to remove such perverted conditions which oannm
be logically defended; and the close observer must
come to the conclusion that such conditions are
due to a furious God who intended to hurl his
creatures maliciously into inconsolable misery,
And still there are thousands and millions of
ignorant slaves who worship such a cruel God amd
his representatives on earth.

I"/

“I should never advise martyrdom to either man
or woman,” says Clinton Loveridge. Why not try
to cultivate the spirit of independ ? - If peopl
find gratification in defying laws, customs and
ostracism; in exercising self-sovereignty in their
social relations; and if they prefer prosecution and
death rather than hypocrisy, cowardice and sub-
mission, they are assuredly happier than those of a
cowardly disposition. People with courage and
firm convictions are happier than those who creep,
submit and act contrary to theif convictions;
happier than tbose‘ who would rather suffer misery
than defy laws and customs. To say, “I would
never advise martyrdom,” is to say we ought never
advise people to leard the truth, but rather calti-
vate hypocrisy and submission. I admire those
who have individuality enough to defy everything
that interferes with their desires and longings. If
it were not for these latter, Friend Loveridge would
not see the world progressing; it is the uncom-
promising individual who designs the course of
evolution and who revolutionizes the world,

*

L] *
There are yet many Anarchists who are ever
willing to share & good meal and other enjoyments,
but never willing to aesist in preparing the meal
and enjoyments. - Btill, they will ridicule the idea
of the reformer who is afflicted with the delusion
that he can revolutionize our conditions through
the ballot box. Both are qually nseless in the
transformation of social conditions.  Individual

all they can. If you feel like writing a letter to some
one jump onto John H. Hall, United States District
Attorney, Portland, Ore., just as hard as you please,
but remember that the judge has been fair with us,
and we are fortunate in being_tried -before such a
man. He is to be complimnented.

A good plan is to get & mention of the case in your

told of his sent: by an y. I immediately

tion is the prime factor in the course of evolution,
and as long as the individual submits to the estab-
lished laws and complies with customs he doss not
progress, and if the individual does not make any
advagcement, it is evident that mankind as a
whole will not advance either.

%

local paper if possible. If it be a democratic or popu-

1t is, of course, an entirely eﬂon"omu attitude -

Unionism. £

who
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when radical papers confine’

freedom.

th lves to one
particular phase of social relations, but still Lucifer
is accomplishing very much in clearing the road to
When some of our readers tell us that
we ought to confine ourselves exclusively to the

Can she ever outgrow the superstitions of the past if
she blindly shuts her eyes to a possibly unpleasant
truth? Canshe ever see a better way while she ‘cher-
ishes prejudices which prevent the truth from being
known? COan she ever advance in any thing so long
as she is willing to submissively follow in the foot-

economic question, I cannnot share their opinion, steps of the blind leaders of the blind? These are the

nor can I see that we would ever realize a free
condition; neither can I agree with the editor of
Lucifer that we can have free motherhood without

having free bread.

The change of conditions will alter the duct

questions that will probably affect the rising genera-
tions more than how to cast a ballot that is likely to
displ her husband or her broth

Men have always claimed the undisputed privileges

of the multitude, but the conditions will not be
revolutionized until the people change then' minds.

of authority and leadership without considering
woman’s welfare, and when at last she is inquiring
how it happens that the privileges of authority belong

lusively to man, and from whence it was derived,

The solution of the social question all
phases of human relations, and therefore people

must be equally clear on all questions before they

she is treated as a rebel. And for the simple reason
that the laws and customs of society which man has

are capable. of tructing society more ration-| g, t of the _to the man. And thisis
ally. Let us cultivate our minds in every direction, | pore pecially true in “all religious and christian
discuss all questions relating to social phenomenas, | countries. For the more religion a person has the

and we will then be ready to remove all obstacles gt

which check the natural development of the
individual. L AT,

* 4 & & 0

- WOMAN IN POLITICS.
A paper read before the Universal Equity Club,

Industrial and political slavery is supposed to be the
only form of slavery which ‘at present demands our
attention, and the abolition of these it is claimed will
abolish all the ills that humanity is heir to. But
when it is remembered that the origin of slavery is the
worship of divine authority, the reverence of kings
and priests who derive their authority from *“God,”
then it will be seen that justso long as Church and
State are récognized there will be religious, domestic,
social and sexual elavery growing out of false religious
teachings and invasive law, which the Church and
State support, notwithstanding our industridl and
political ‘‘independence.” And with this point in

“view it will be seen that there are many forms of

slavery in addition to political and industrial slavery.

Industrial and political freedom alone will never
make woman free. For just so long as she believes
that she is duty-bound to obey her husband, just so
long will she remain a slave. And this idea of obedi-
anm does not originate in our industrial or political
en , but in religi barbarism, perpetuated
by the chumhes down to this 19th eeutury hour.

One of the most perplexing problems which con-
fronts the woman who desires to vote is ‘‘how are
women going to vote and escape domestic strife in
case of partisan differences between the husband and
wife?”’

And most assuredly that is a very important ques-
tion. Bat a more important one than that is to rid
ourselves of the superstition that the man owns the
woman as the master owns the slave. Nextin order
comes the freedom of speech and the abolition of big-
otry and intolerance. Every man and woman ought
to understand this q
whom the question was put, but -the masses are not
permitted to express their opinion freely, and those
who do sre persecuted, maligned, and ostracised, and
even ' incarcerated m prison celle with hard

says the Chronicle to

ger is the tend
moral character.
The man or woman who relies upon a ‘‘savior”
every moment of their life will be sure to ‘““fall,” if
that savior leaves them for a moment. ’
Had Mrs. Durrant understood the prenatal trans-
mission of character and observed its laws, instead of
relying on religion or adhering to the mock-morality
which taboos and ignores a knowledge of creative life,
she would never have seen her son executed on the
galiows. Buta belief in the ‘‘free moral agency” of
man has become such a curse that people are com-
pelled to murder its hopeless victims in countless
numbers to erase the fatal results.

The “holy bible” eays that a wife shall be submis-
sive to her husband, and that he shall rule over her.
But glory ,to the spirit of rebellion; some of them are
rebels and defy “God’s” authority. The good chris-
tlan woman will of course be submissive, but she will
also be the mother of the cowardly crying slave who
dares not call his soul his own. He sweats and toils
to earn a living and then allows the parasites who live
in idleness and ease to rob him of the products of his
toil.

Her daughters will be the women who never dare w
entertain an honest independent thought, but when-
ever questioned upon any important subject, will refer
to their husbands, saying: “Oh I believe just 48 John
does. Go and agk him about it.”

Now, I never think of such a pitiable condition of
enslaved womanhood without wondering how much
longer it will be until womap realizes that to think
and act just as ‘‘John doee",tn all occasions will even-
tually prove dluntroua to mankind.

Men have always represented women in political
and social matters, and the fruits of their wisdom can
be _seen cropping out all around us in the poverty and
moral degradation of the whole human race.

Men and women drown their sorrows in debauching
revelries and scenes which the Devil would shrink in
horror from, and resort to seli-destruction to escape
their wretchedness and sorrow in our christian lands
of plenty. Industrious men and women are charged
with vagrancy and pauperism, arrested and sent to
d | prison b it is impossible for them to find em-

y to criminality and losg, of

iminals for exp: g honest op These are
the questions to be id d first, and are of greater
importance than political differences in voting; for
how are we to solve this question and come to any-
thing like an understanding while it is an utter im-
possibility for the various clum to be heud, impar-
tially and without religious or p 1 prej ?

ployment in the land protected by the ‘‘glorious stars
and stripes.”” Men who make the laws which they
command us to respect, deprive us of the means of
living, and then imprison us for being poor. Men
who say to us, ‘“‘thou shalt not steal,” would long ago
have starved to death had they obeyed their own

nd . o=

Even many of the most enthuaiutxc suffragists are
themselves so intensely prejudiced by their fossilized

religions notione that every fact acquired by either

pxperience or observation, if presented by those who

have outgrown their mummified gods of barbarism, is
of horrifled

jocted with tempt or hRT
reverence felt for Pagan relics.

Now if the truth can make us free, why is it re-|ca
jected? We must first settle that before disctissing
If the most important question is

‘““How can woman be independent?” then she must
- first desire to be free from every form of slavish dog-
Of what will
she be disenslaved so long as she adheres to the super-
stitions which have made her the slave she is? Will
the ballot make her free while she chooses to be sex-
ually, religiously and socially enslaved? Will she
become independent while adhering to the social and
religious follies of the by-gone days of barbarism?

other questions.

matism whether of men, gods or devils.

The spirit of robbery, desperation, jealousy and
wrongful murder has grown to such an alarming extent
that peaceable citizens are no longer safe in any place
from the murderous attacks of raving wild

been the author of were designed for the sexumal en-|

dual independence. You may -talk of woman’s free-
dom destroying the home, but man in perpetuating
woman’s slavery is the real destroying angel, though
he fails to see the peint.

through rebellion that she will ever gain her freedom.
And her duty to herself and the rising géneration is to
bid defiance to “‘the powers that be,” whether human

has been s.ck:nowledged by every power throughout
the land.

It is the mother who forms the character of the race
that is to come, and if she is cowardly and timid, all
her children are disposed to inherit a similar dis-
position.

Freedom might perhaps be appropriately termed the
life of the nation, and if such is the case, every wife
and mother who desires to do her part in making the
home a true foundation of a just- and moral state of
gociety, should lurn thhont delay.that nothing but &

free and indep therhood will preserve the
nation from decay.

In conclusion let me again impress upon your minds
that man’s objection to ’s freedom rests upon his

position in society, and by making her dependent upon
him for all material wants, he is thereby assured of
her submission. He knows that almost everything
will be surrendered for the preservation of life, and
like the highwayman who says ‘‘your money or your
life,”” he demands of woman her submission or starva-
tion. And just so long as mothers will neglect to
train their daughters to maintain themselves, indus-
trially and morally, without relying upon man, just so
long must woman live a life of sexual slavery.

J. A. Gillie,
* o ¢ ¢ @
POTPOURRI.
“Who did it”’ js the main(e) question now.
e " ox

“Repitition is the mother of studies” says a Latin
proverb ; but the reader of a radical paper would prefer
to study a trifle less and find as few repititions as pos-
sible in one article.
- » *

The would-be poet is the worst affliction of the radi-
cal press and the worst infliction upon the radical
reader. He has no consideration for the nervous sys-
tem of the editor or the reader; his effusions with few
exceptions are of the style the German so admirably
calla: Reim’ dich, oder ich fress’ dich!—Get thee
into rhyme or I’ll swallow thee!

2 ¥ a

There are some who are
to practice free love and varietism, but very few who
have attained to that lofty degree of independence
which would encourage them into taking the initiative;

Tioht w1 h

left to wait for the man to propose.

» x *
The “dignity of labor”’ is the favorite catch phrase of
schemeing politicians and of many other good but un-
thinking people. Labor is a condition of activity im-
posed upon ue by our physical and mental wants and
is in itself no more dignifled or undignified than eating,
drinking, sleeping, walking, etc.

= * s
Temperance is recognized to be beneficial in
all things; but it is of extreme importance in the
use of the sex functions. Sex force is the creative
force, life force; a waste of sex force therefore means a
waste of life force. To the ignorancef and indifference

1, povy

fanatics, and blood-thirsty desperadoes. And all of
these deplorable evils are the ripened fruits of man’s
windom, laws and regulations, none of which woman

be directly held responsible for. They are the
thistles sown by man while ignoring the fact that one
half of mother earth’s children cannot be happy and
contented, to say nothing of morale and justice, while
the other half are slaves and ruled by tyrants and
masters.

You may talk of the men representing woman at
the polls, but it ds about as pl ble a8 claiming
that the men could perform all the household duties
of the home for woman as to claim that they can do
her thinking or voting. Men and women can not
always think in herds, and the time has come at last

W and woe and suffering.

* * .

“There is no such thing as an individual; society is
the only factor in civilization!” argues the govern-
mentalist. Yet if some one approached him with a
club and gently tapped his skull in order to shake up
his sophisticated brains, he would not recognize society
as the malefactor but would instantaneously proceed

* " »
'

Semi-radicals of different d inati inent
among which is the Governmental Socialist, have long
been vieing with each other in the attempt to claim
Jesus Christ as their apostle. The latest converts to this
phenomenon are some of our own friends—Anarchists,

when all must recognize the rights of others to indivi-

And if woman trusts to man’
tor liberty from social and religious slavery, she will =
die & slave long before the message comes. Itis only

or divine, and persist in her rebellion tili her freedom °

they almost invariably have enough of'the slav&spirit\

to this fact are due millions of physical and mental

against that individual. Consistency, thoun arta jewell -
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school of social science. Awufnlmndmgofhm
utterances will disclose the fact that he was inconsis~
tent; he was in turn an evolutionist and a revolution-
ist; & non-resistant, a passive resistant and an active
registant. All honor to his intentione! he was a good
and noble man, and far ahead of his time, but he was
by no means clear as to the principles upon which so-
ciety, in order to become society, that is a harmoniouns

- voluntary association of individuals, must rest. The

that can be said of him is that he keenly felt and
posed to the best of his ability the injustice of his
time. Nevertheless, had he even been an Anarchist,

* his personslity should play no greater part in our

'

propaganda than that of any other comrade. If there
is anything A hists proclaim and emphasize above
any other thingit is freedom from authority, mental

ever, he spoils his qualified approval and spills it over
wholly in the last paragraph of his comment; here
itis:

" “First, then, free woman from sex slavery and all
other freedoms must soon !ollow, .such as free land,
free exchange, or free circulat dinm, free speech,
free press, free mails, and fneemalen thstls, men
free from the control of bosses, rules—of all kinds and

sorte—which means Anarchy!”

‘Whether or not his enumeration o! that ‘“‘which | question.
means Anarchy’” be t, it is absolutely certain
and apparent to.sarne minds, not dering over a

“dirty”’ wretches.
s * .
Can a man love more thsuonewmnuumer
1 think this is not impossible. Now, if a man loves
several women and is loved by them, hag he a right to
enjoy them in a physical way? I think he has. But
what the nature of the enjoyment shall be is a difficult

hobby and wandering over ‘‘psychic planes,” that
sexual freedom for woman will never usher in free
land, free exchange, etc., etc., but that all the free-
doms he mentions may, and probably will, usher in
sexual freodom, or nel!-sovenignty Ior both men and

as wellns phyalml Lhey ppeal to pure and
dent of 8.D,

15 { L 4
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THE MARGH OF CIVILIZATION.

Occasionally it is suggested that perhaps, many-ef
the much-vaunted blessings of civilization are not,
after all, such greatimprovements upon what we are
pleased to call barbarism. A German philosopher,
writing in an English magazine, puts a suppogitions
cage thus. It has a lesson for us all.

A large, strong man dressed in a uniform and armed
to the teeth knocked at the door of a hut on the coast
of Africa.

“Who are you and what do you want?”’ asked a
voice from the inside.

“In the name of civilization open your door or I'l}
break it down for you and fill you full of lead 22

“But what do you want here?”

““My name is Christian Civilization. Don’t talk like
& fool, you black brute. What do you suppose I want
here but to civilize you and make a reasonable human

- being out of you, if it is possible.”’

“What are you going to do?”

“In the first place you must dress yourself like a
white man. It's ashame and disgrace the way you
go about. From now on you must wear undercloth-
ing, a pair of pants, vest, coat, plug hat, and a pair of
yellow gloves 1 will furnish them to you at a reason-
able price.”’

“What shall I do with them?”’

“Wear them, of course. You didn’t expect to eat
them, did you? The first step of civilization is to
wear proper clothes.”

“But it is too hot to wear such garments. I’m not
used to them, I’ll perish from the heat. Do you want
to murder me?”’

“Well, if you die you will have the satisfaction of
being a martyr to civilization.”

“You are very kind.”

“Don’t mention it. What do you do for a living,
anyhow?”’ ’

“When I am hungry I eat a banana.
or sleep just as I feel like it.”

“What horrible barbarity.
to some occupation, my friend.
to lock you up as a vagrant.”

“If I've got to follow up some occupation I think
1711 start a coffee-house. I've got a good deal of coffee
and sugar on hand.”

“Qn, you have, have you? Why, you are not such
a hopeless case as I thought you were. In the first
place, you want to pay me $50.”

“What for?”’

“An occupation tax, you innocent heathen. Do
you expect to get all the blessings of civilization for
nothing?”’

“But I have’nt got any money.”’

“That makes no difference. I’ll take it out in sugar
and coffee. If you don’t pay I'll put you in jail.”

‘“What is a jail?”’

J¢Jail is a progressive word. You must be prepared
to make sacrifices for civilization, you know.”

\Yhat a great thing civilization is!”’

“You cannot possibly realize the benefits, but you

I eat, drink,

You must settle down
1f you don’t I’ll have

* will before I get through with you.”

The unfortunate native took to the woods and has

. not been seen since.

* & O 0 o0

OBSERVATIONS.

In “Lucifer,” No. 698, there is a good article by N.
C. Mathers, which the editor admits has ‘“‘much of
good sense.” I think it has—frankly, much more
good sense than the editor is givan to writing. How-

, industrial independ
is absolubely necessary to the emancipation of both
man and woman: neither can win freedom ialone,
nor can one or the other be free while industrial
slavery reigns supreme and is, in reality, voted for by
the working people of this country at every election,
national or state. Think of it!—free speech, free
press, free mails, to follow sexual freedom !

That there are here and there, now and again, men
and women of ding p lities, firm con-
victions and rare courage, who are able to ignore
and self: ignty in their social
relations; defy ostfacism in so far as general public
sentiment goes, and find a fair share of happiness in
80 living, is quite true. But that it would mean- un-
happiness today to most women, is, I think, equally
true. I should never advise martyrdom to either
man or woman., Those who are born martyrs will
find martyrdom and in se finding will- win their goal.
Those blindly taking the same road will win— not
freedom but wretched and a blasted life.

1 have no wish to be unfair. Harman suffered im-
prisonment for publishing a letter that (in my opinion)
it was well to make pnbllc. and I honor him for that.
He is doubtless sinecere in believing sexual freedom
the first freedom to be won. He is mistaken. He
does not put the cart before the horse, only by reason
of the fact that he has neither cart nor horse to posit.
He helieves—he does not think. I take it for granted
he will continue to iterate and reiterate the errror, and
that is why I take the trouble to flatly contradict him.

* » *

My friend E. C. Walker bemoans, in “Lucifer” the
inactivity of the fool-killer. But is the ’killer wholly
at fault? Isit not difficult, very much so, for the fool-
killer to obtain & hearing? Are not his would-be vic-
tima mostly surrounded by well armed defenders clad
in the impregnable armor of ignorance? Is it not, at
best, rather & one-sided battle? Little tdwmarvel at
that the fool-killer i¢ weary at times and takes & vaca-
tion. Why, I remember when more than one fool-
killer was shut out of “Lucifer’s’” columns, and one of
them pretty well berated for speaking his mind else-
where. CLINTON LOVERIDGE,

* & & & o

HERE AND THERE.

“To be, or not to be—that is the question.”” Shall
Free SocieTy deyote a part of its space to the discus-
gion of the sex question, or shall it confine itself ex-
clusively to the philosophy of Anarchism? For my
part I see no reason why the sex question should be
excluded. Can anything be of more importance to the
welfare of humanity than the question, How shall
men and women regulate their lives so as to be happy
and to produce good children? The sex question is in
iteelf as pure as is any other question, and if Anthony-
Comstock and Mrs. Grundy will not allow us to discuss
it in plain language, does it follow that it must not be
discussed at all? Let us not be prudes; let us under-
stand that men and women can talk about sex and
the uses of the sex organs, and yet be gentlemen and
ladies in the best sense of these terms.

Y

PR

In a recent issue of Free Sociery, Comrade Lucy
Parsons said thatgome of The Firebrand articles were
of a dirty nature, br words to that effect. Mrs. Par-
sons is entitled to her opinion, but I do not think that
many radicals will agree with her. Speaking for my-
self I will say that I did not like some of the articles
that had appeared in The Firebrand, but it had never
occurred to me that there was anything “dirty’” about
them. Not being a varietist myself, I cannot indorse

those writers who look upon variety. asa desirable

which may injure another person, but can it be said’
that sex intercourse can be enjoyed with safety? I do
not want to be dogmatic and to lay down & rule for all
men, but it seems to me that men and women can en-
joy each other greatly withont indulging in the sex

,|&ct; that they can be happy themselves and have no

fear of harming any more.
Cyrus W. COOLRIDGE.
® ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

LUST.

Many people who have long outgrown the popular
conservatism regarding everything pertaining to the
question of sex, and who recognize the theory of free-
love and varietism, still cling to the prejudice against
what they in common with their mere orthodox friends
are pleased to term “lnnt " In the endeavor of an ap-
proach to complete sex fresdom it theref
necessary to annihilate this last rampart of conserva-
tism, this last barrier to the full enjoyment of our
faculties,

“What is love, and what is its so'much derided and
inhibited competitor lust?” is the questisn.. The pope
ular definition of the former—love—would be : a sexual
attraction ornamented and embellished and refined-by
the simultaneous attraction of the mind and heart,
commonly termed svul. Lust, on the other hand is an
unembellished, unrefined attraction as it were, an at-
traction of the body alone, a simple physi {traction.
Now the next question arises: Why should an un-
embellished or mere physical sex attraction be con-
demned any more than an unembellished house to
live in, an unornamented garment to wear, or & plain
meal to partake of? It is true, every lover of the
beautiful and perfect in making his choice will prefer
a house that presents a fine outward appearance decor-
ated with fine wallpapers, etc., to & plain house whose
exterior presents a rough appearance and whose walls
are unadorned ; he will prefer a tasteful pretty gar-
ment to a simple one, or a meal served upon s neat
table in fancy dishes to one served on a plain table in
simple style; but is that sufficient reason for the con-
DEMNATION of & PLAIN house, garment or meal? Most
everybody loves ornamentati embellish t
be:.ut.y and refinement, it is true, but the ulterior and
in living in & house is to obtain shelter from the ele-
ments and to secure a place of wbode; the principal
aim in wearing clothes is to keep warm, and the only
rational object in taking & meal is to repair our wasted
energies and ted ; and while

build our exh y
the ornamentation and embellishment of these enu-

merated things will no doubt enhance the beneficial

effect of their services to us, yet their absence—that is

the lack of ornamentation—will by no means destroy

their usefulness or obviate their imperative need to us.

Thus exactly with what our prejudiced friends de-

nounce as lust. While it is certainly true that the so~-

called soul-love constitutes the ideal attraction between

the sexes, yet it is but an ornamented, an embellished

or refined condition of so-called lust, and love itself,

even the most idealistic kind of love—soul-love if you
please, is but refined lust, thatis, it is based upon phy-
sical attraction, all of the assertions of the unconscious,

esthetical, superficial observer to the contrary not-
withstanding. To prove the writer's assertion most
positively it is but necessary to point to the impossi-
bility of love between two persons of ¢he same sex.

Just as rational as is the use of an unornamented
house, an unembellished garment or a plainly served
meal of victuals, just so rational—because of its being
& constitutional demand—ie the expression, the inter-
change of sex force even in its most unembellished and
crude form, provided of course it be based upon mutusl
attraction.

The deprecation of so-called lust may be partially
excusable in conservatives because of their thought-
lessness and ignorance, but it comes with bad grace
from those who are in the van of progreas in the con-
sideration of all other important questions. 8. D,

Personally I would advise no one to.in. .
dulge in the sex act, unless he is ready to meet the. -
q It is certainly wrong to do anything .

thing, butlfnvanorightheonddmﬂlﬂfinﬂnbh',' iy
ndtodsimthﬂﬂlthouwhodlﬂlmwitb mo a10.
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