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wretched institutions based owa children, ough
‘becc a father who sat in

Ithbynomaumy intention to convert Pprosecut-
“their knowledge, ability | ing attorneys, for their social standing would render
‘efforta to elevate the race out such a task fatile; but I shonld like to remind the
of &‘Mﬂm;mdmﬂrﬂhw of concentrated | heads of families who are not indifferent to the fate of
ignorance and imperfection into human dignity. &hahpuuﬁty,nothbolnyodbyhﬂndpnmo.h
Betmtbomhndrﬂushhwbuopnundod mis- | case they are amtounoujnmhdmﬂumu,
sion is tbemmdmhlldnnmuedthem bntmmdderthdrmnimprﬁhﬂymd from every
conceivable point o!-mw.hdmmdﬁn;lm
The accused is entitled to an intelligent jury; the
render ex- | jurors in cases like this ought therefore to be exam-
homdydiﬂad\tbomdworhoﬂhc;iommnﬂme hodbyﬂmtttomeyl in regard to their intedectual
civilizasion j qualifications. Everyone of the gentlemen of the jury
1 said, the ignorant postsl inspectors, in order to be | in this case ought to have been asked separately for s
charitable with them, for if those gentlemen really | definition of the term “‘obscene’ ; then only it dould
knew the meaning of the word “obscene,” they would | have been ‘determined how many of them were oa-
hardly prosecute anyone in s case like the one in ques- | pable for the responsible duties they assumed.
tios, involving the State in unjustifiable and The paper writers—no matter of what polit-
-ryubamudpwvi&ginupbk for the offices they | ical complexion—ought for their own salety enter g
-{are filling. Obscene lteratare is that the sense and | vigorous protest against this abridgement of the lib-
emoithnpnuummmdbythcmnﬁtnﬂmd the
United States, for it may be only & question of s short
time when the verdiet of today will be turned as &
and the t P d inat th Ives. Agcording to the Pree-
pubihhdonthhnbjwtin The Fire- | ent verdict any wﬁc.tnreinnmpsw..uuud s0
brand, the mailing of which cassed the arrest of the | frequentiy during election campaigns, may be made
publishers; and 1 can attest to the deeply philosophic | the pretext for the imprisonment of an editor, Ru-

nd scientific tenor of these writings which did not mors hiave it that instructions to. that effect have

people whose own fainted with obscenity,| = -
for according to the ol 'ﬂm“ﬁt‘“mmﬂﬂﬂﬂ LR T N
are pure” and to the filthy all things are filthy,
The scientific discussion of social institations like MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP,
ONE MORE mtrd.‘gi; perfectly legal. | It is the hight of sarcasm 1. ‘
¢ o and impudence fo declare sacred an institution that Some méh who 2
aEmil ¥. Ruedeburch, the genial suthor of ‘The | daily experience proves to be nothing but an intra- ratr.:dy for ahewexa.l:::‘ iv:l: t:;:ohmt:ﬂn;:e ™
Oldand the New Ideal,’ was convieted before federal | ment of legalized prostitution and rape; an institution entire oivilized world, are j 6 Ik 2
Seaman of the orime of having sent obscene lit- | that is productive of innumerable sensational law- pey i 2 asie Agnorant. .
Judge ot the Ubited auits, divorce. dals and murders; an institution | Of Others who are simply political E.nbor fakirs.
‘m‘ " mwum the that causes trouble, silent grief, martyrdom and | But ehero. are some who are neither; what
impr '-'d_ etk by m“: philoso wretchedness among millions of couples, of which in | shall we think of them? Shall we doubt their
’, It‘ *? "' hether its eontents are ind The many inat 10 oné hears but the next door neigh- | sincerity or shall we sttribute it simply to their
d’-,ﬁ,m only lasted a few minutes; they realized | bors—the marriage institution ! blindness? I am not sure I can assign the proper
after the judge’s add that Ruedebusch must be nlvmth::“, then, it Wllthf:b “fgo::bieltt.g this ;Wial cause of it, when I see men, apparently intelligent,
od.- cer that was discussed in the of Ruedebusch | fighting the existin institutions with i
*““The- prosecuting attorney took especial paing to|and in The Firebrand, The foundation of marriage mgight,si‘inally nuggestsing municipal 't’xine::!hi;m::
point to”the sscred foundations of religion and ehris. | presumably being love, but in reality economical con- the cure of monopoly, the cancer of the bod
“tisnity which, he asserted, had been grosely attacked | siderations, the authors of the publications in question litics. That a pz l;k B.O. Fl the § ol
; book in question. The 8 of the de- | were obliged to gnhhthaplrﬂahuofmlim’or- Po d h o s - ower, the former
: s zothejnmn"m. These disp tant subject. The ing attorney in the Ruede- | editor of e'Afena, should plflnly refuse to lea his
ceo ] Greek in the least the real polut at when basing his arguments upon the foun- ow_n Pontradxctlox.xn when he picks out flaws in the
iy m: ; thynaoon“vic“hddmthde 3 -withont ) i he christian religion, very correctly judged | existing monopolies, and: then euggests a greater
‘his intentions and motives, whi the intellectual standard of the jurors, for none but a | and far more dangerous monopoly ss a remedy of
bave been considered as lot of prejudiced ignoramuses conld have condemned | the former, is something which might cast  sha-
Old and the New Ideal’; the defendant upon such arguments. The old testa- | dow of doubt upon the sincerity of what he says.
the problem considered by Ruedebusch is of atmost; | ment says expressly that god made man in his own That he should, as he did in the February number
impoxtance to our time, and that the sacred foundas- | image and approved of his work. An organism created of the Arena, after plainly stating that “‘monopoly
#ons of religion and christianity, as far as they con- | and approved by a god could certainly not be so very in money, monopoly in transportation, monopoly
- 8 the problem at all, have proven entirely inade- | bad in its workings that ite very mention Would com-{, ublic utilities, whether nationa], Sutepoy
1 atter. But brazen ignorance and its | stitute s crime against the State! Bug everything =D e bl nal, ) Or
e court of pesterapant aod hold | irational ‘i posble in this sge of bypocriey and prer | ™90icipalis o o B
% i the lled of justice n this country, | dery. y potism in its l‘ateat rq!e, against which all re.
: Moses thus philosophized in his foundat: to the | formers, all friends of liberty, freedom and
christian religion regarding shame : *“And they—Adam | justice should write”— suggest the creation of g
and Eve—were naked and knew not shame.” The monopoly by government as a remedy, is more
supposed creator of these naked bodies is not infu- | than absu:d, Besides, had we been under the im-
riated hiere, but when the sinning couple partakee food | pregsion that Mr. B, Q. Plower is not aware of the
5 z the *:::_f h‘:‘;‘l& :b": fails to properly dig‘a:; ‘:; fact that government itself consists of men who in
x ; us m ing of their | ¢}, o e j inar§
o oaity oyl ickure; & prcturs by whose drse | lord, theie bodies aad. besoming. et o e At sk el o i e
o reality the hollowness of our_ boasted enlightened tbenbiswmhbrokolmcndbedmnedthom. to enlighte h" st poind, ‘st =
SRt ot Tie in oo ol thia 4 The pn fing in The Firebfirid case who mlighten him on tha pom,s_a there his
e Saithe 'mn ation “:m“ni. s in all the jury to bring!insverdict of guilty againgt | cheme would have been lfnocked‘ in the head.
! ,;M X on m"“‘h ddown 60 thoss ghemg wulmu in considerstion of the chastity of their | But we were not under that impression. We know
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mmmdmnmﬁhﬂmhm
are_the creators of government. He tells us, for
example; “The corporations have enslaved. our
- pations; having been tolerated, they have gained &
" firm foothold in the government.”
g0 far ae to say that the very essence upon which

the theoretical governmeéntalist ‘might bave his

hope of “good government,” namely publicopinion, |- :

that even that is not onbmmnod,bnﬂwmd
by corporations.

When it wubdievedthn"theiolomm
with the people” and that “the Legislature, the
Judiciary, and the Executive act but as their
proxies and are at all times accountable to them,”
it might have been, though erroneous, st least
oconsistent to say that the government would enact
such laws as would please the majority of the
poople of the land. Now, don’t run away with the
ides that this would boqunlnimﬁondjnmoe,
not by & long shot; it would simply be logical at|®
Jeast, sinoe it cannot be true, to imagine that the
will of the majority would prevail.  Again, #o far
as we are concerned, the will of the majority is
just as tyrannical if it invades she liberty of the
minority; as the will of the minority which invades
the liberty of the majority. ~ To us.tyranny is
“tyranny, Mﬂmiuadwomonwmbutom
Bat it might facilitate Mr. B. O. Flower’s argu-
ment.  Since he insists that the. corporations
consist of but & handful and the proletarians are
in the majority, a fallacy common to all goody,
goody government reformers, from Karl Marx to
B: 0. Flower, then, of course, had bhe maintained
that the people, say the majority, are personified in

- the government, he might have at least been logio-
al in maintaining that the government can and

ity ‘when

" itself is made by corporations, that the corporations
own “the .great opinion-forming sgencies of the
age,” what becomes of his suggestion that munici-
pal ownership shall ha summoned to abolish

monopolyt
Ii t is the ture of cor-

He even goes|

od

?EF

mmnﬂﬁmm mm thos check

his downward course, he was sure to fall down, down

into the darkness where he was heard of no more.

Wmmmmu-mudm
Wh.muhuumm-

in the terrible chasm. ¢

victories were few, and their rewsards wers such

depths below, and ‘low rumblings and quiverings of
the ground whereon they stood, disturbed their peace
of mind. But they drank and rloudinlmuonly
the more and forgot all else.

After a while a few of the n&hudcl!mm began
to think. They had discovered that there was plenty
&t the top for all of them ; and that out of the moun-
tain itself théy could essily bring more of the precious
prizes. They begsn to talk tothe others, They
showed them how by working together and assisting,
instead of fighting each other, they could level the
rugged piles of rocks, bridge the chasms and cnt
mmthmchmhﬂhmdwhthbpinl body.

‘minor- | The others began to_ listen. mm#tbmpm

mmammm ‘grow uneasy, for
they wished to own all the prizes themselves, thnngh
they could not use them all.

The voicés went on. Bome of the first to whisper
the new idea were reviled by their comrades and at
times were even set upon and hurled to death below.
But others took their places and the thought grew.
At last it prevailed with most of them and t.hay
d joyfully to work together. No one was

porations, ouppooe it were possible to infl it
to take control of that which is today owned by
corporations, ‘where would the people come in?
Does Mr. Flower for » moment imagine there is a
difference between my doing a thing, and the doing
‘of the same thing by one who is under my control
and does the thing just as I want him ¢o do?
Doss he imagine that there is any difference bet-
ween the Ozar of Russia and those whom he
appoints to office?

I don’t think Mr. Flower would take the trouble
to point out the difference between my doing &
thing and one who does the same thing as I want
him to doit. But, as I said, Mr. Flower makes
some astonishing contradictions in that article of
his, simply because he is for government - and
against government at the same time. He is for
and against government because he fails to see the
truth of the words of Edmund Burke, “Tell me not
of bad g t; it's gover t itself that
is bad.” Darrax DovLe.

* * ¢ & ¢

A NEW FABLE.

Once, in a faraway land, long ago, the people were
all engaged in a great race. Some time in the past, &
law great men—many of the people believed they

ere gods—had established this race, offering as
pzuea great piles of gold and luxuries. These were
plsced on & high rugged mountain lndeoeveq
reached them first, might possess them.

There were. rushing streams, great rocks, deep

ines and almost i trable thickets to be crossed.
It mattered not how the top was gained, so that it

oy m Arens, February pages 220221

N

pushed aside ; no one was allowed to fall to the bottom ;
gladly_they [ormed lines, and attacking parties,
and the barriers fairly melted sway befors their
mighty strength; and each-felt a new love for the
other, never experienced before.

And a bright light broke from the skies where great
black clonds were rolling away. . And the mountain
itself became beautiful in their eyes.

May Hunroey.
e v e s e

MENTAL WORK IN TRADES- UNIONS.

One of the greatest obstacles in the way of the
success of American conseious labor mo is
their tendency to be carried on upon a purely com-
mergial basis, as a business policy bstween em-
ployers and employees. ¢

This shallow ption of the mie struggle
has naturally led to s wrong idea of the whole
labor movement. The charaoteristic feature of this
movement is the ides of the emandipation of the
working class from the domination of capitalism,
from the despotism of private property and the

way
deﬁmmmiudm
had an hmﬁin obﬁmﬁngthuem

tbhmvhucnritcrmedont.

movement. :

!}yonthuhmmuohwor%uyetm be dowii?u
the American t
be. aceomplinbed in spite of all existing. obatacles,
if their battles sre to be more successful, their
advances more energetic, and if they tkﬂu
hasten the donnfall of the capitalistic citadel.

* —Chicago Arbemr.mmg.

T

THE FALLACIES OF STATE NBN.ISI

As another victim of the strike Iam tem
point out to the author of the article in ‘No. 7 of ﬂu
Litho-Gagzette, who signs himselt, **A Victim of the
Strike,” the above title and that, being & victim of the
strike, it does not neoan-rﬂ; ifollow . that this Iact
should’ derange my vers to euch & degree
utobeeomcnﬁhtaﬂochllnﬁ

!nihoﬂutplm,mmludommwmlndm
smount of ORGANIZED INTELLIGENCE -can bring them
about. mmuuummmu&s qb@,

uncontrollable niprising of the' people

Socialist friend that, when the hbmingoh-umwa
understand that o cipati wgnodibtnbo
expected - from “any political body, and that every
political party is bound to end in corruption, and that
government in any form is simply used to oppress” the
people, then there will-be no chance after the revolu«.
tion for any corruption-breeding political - party or
Napoleonic labor leader to rule or mislead the people
as it is now, and would be in the military ntopud
Btate Socialism.

Social progress allows no limitations nor fence in
any party program or else it results in stagnation and
ends in reaction. Therefore no limitations in regard
te ultimate objects of social progress can be laid down,
a8 it would be fatal to progress itself; nor can a definite
program or platform be followed, a8 new ideas spring
up every day, sud rules laid down today may be uui-
lived to-morrow.

Mankind needs freedom lrom nplh.l!mc up}oit&
tion, freed from freedom
from industrial slnvery and religious hypocrily and,
last but not least, freedom from private property; in -

short, mankind neede absolute liberty !

Th. Carlyle says: *‘No revolution ever rises sbove
the intellectual level of those who make it, and little is_
gained where one false notion supplants another, but =
we must some day, at last and forever, cross the lines
bet and sense, and on that -
day we shall pass from class paternalism to human
brotherhood in accordance with the nature of things
and our growing k:nowledge ot it; from political gov-

t to industrial fmm petition in

s v

wage-system. This idea forms the backb of the

Trndivid

lism to individuality in oo-openﬂon,!mm

movement; without it the
resolve themselves into a2 maze of incoherent
experiments, which, if successful in the sense of
the workers, may effect a momentary relief here

and there, which is however insignificant in con-

sideration of the end to be attained, the liberation
of the proletariat from thefetters of wage-elavery.

The consciousness that this aim can never be
reached within the present econgmic system; that
the producing class * will remain da?dani, de-

tions of the mo 6|

war and despotism in sny form to peace and liberty.”
Now, does ‘A Victim of the Strike” believe all this
can be found in the State Socialist hunting ground for -
political boeses? The Socislistic Labor Party organs. -
are eternally prating about ‘‘no compromise, ete.,”
but aiter their declaration of ideas and beliefs ahey
come down to this: “In the meantime,” etc., “we -
sabmit the lollowing demands,” ‘etc. ~These ‘‘de- -
mands” have been submitted forQem and still capi-
tal lInoghs in their faces and buys their valiant voters;




‘watches
he can

~“Now his

,gw_;mr t@ltogptheri,bcwﬂl invariably misuse

‘want instancee where Socialist representatives
od their principles™ What about the German
Democratic Leaders? When in the hunger riots

r years ago in Berlin, Liebknecht and accomplices
all those desparation-driven proletaires who par-
ﬁpﬁd in it “Lum . er’”’ (ragamuffing )
continually labels,all those who overstep the
limitations “agerts provocateurs and Iawless Anarch-
ists.” And do not De Leon and Co. swing the party
whip over you unmercilully and give themselves the

et

soitlement of & strike, they themselves shout for this
parasitical middleman and call him ABBIFRATOR. Our
‘motto should be:

*We don’t want either God or Master

~And will be neither knave nor slave]

grepbic, lifelike (and

: h 3 his warrant to the con-
demned man in his cell. e ;

*‘He stammers and hesitates and his voice is husky.
““The executioner takes off his victim’s collar and

new black cont with twitching fingers, and
the sherif’s fat hands and wonders whether
hands are tied behind him and the proces-

““There are the correspondents of the Press, eager
for any news that will sell.

“The majesty of the law leads and brings up the
rear—the sheriff and his deputies, the sttorneys and
the police.

“All that is respected in

the community is repre-

1
1

“The doomed man has braced himself for a supreme
effort, but his knees are unsteady, his underlip quiy-
ers and hig face is livid. s

“In thése last woeks he has died a thousand deaths
and'his mind has suffered every kind of torment.

‘‘How often he has gone through this scene ,before,
and yet how different it is—so much more trivial and
usual, and yet 80 much mors dreadful. %

‘The ordinary words, ‘Good morning,’ and “Thank
you' gound like a foreign langusge, and still the day
strangely resembles other days.

“*As we turn a corner in the jail-yard and the fright-
ful hanging-machi pp , he averts his eyes and
stumbles and nearly falls.

“At last he is in place, the black cap is pulled
over his face and the noose adjusted.

‘“The sheriff drops his handkerchief, the ficor gives
way with a creak—thereisa sickening jerk, and the

rope stretches taut:
conyulsive struggle

car-

“Then after some minutes -of
that seem Hke years, all is quiet.

“The doctor comes forward and
man’s pulse. .

“He nods his head and the little crowd disperses,
while four men lower the body into a box.

‘“There was not one man in that company but felt
that something awful was happening which ought

not to happ

feels the dying

Let us act accordingly.—Rud. Btreit, in Litho-Gazet
LD e * 4 e 0

: WHEREFORE?
At work, hastily running through a great heap of
“‘exchanges” in search of anything availabls for
‘eopy,” ‘my eye fell upon the words, “The State, by
Erneat H. Crosby.” I read the first sentence:
~“They talked much of the state—the State.”
That setfled it. I'had to read that article, Forget-
ng work I read : :
“I had never seen the State and I asked them to
picture it to me, as my gross mind could mot follow
\pubﬂq language when they spake of it.
“Then they told me to think of it as of & beautiful
ﬂda-, enthroned and sceptred, benignly caring for
r children. - Y

t for some reason I was not satisfied,
. “And once upon s time as I was lying awake at
night and thinking, I had, as it were, & vision.
"Andimmedtoseesbnnenridgeofnndbenmﬂ:

“Not one who did not know that the punishment
was infinitely more devilish the crime—

“Not one, who at the of his heart believed
in his right or anyone else’s of the life of
his fellow-man and trifle with the mystery of death.
.n'éYae with inexorable precision they went on to the

““Even the felon himself accepted the inevitable,
and never in all his talks with his confessor did he
think of ssking how. forgiveness and love of neighbors
and enemies was consistent with all this, .

‘“What was it that urged him relentlessly on?

“When the sheriff’s little boy climbs on his knee in
the evening and hides his face against the breast of
his coat and says, ‘Father, why did you do it? what
will he answer? i .

““Was it fate and destiny, or divine justice?

“Or wae it not rather a poor, human make-shift for

) necessity, a justice of the i gination?

* ‘Don’t cry, my child: you cannot understand now,
but I-am a servant of the State and must do as the

State directs.’
“The State?

“Ah1{ thus it is that men conjure up spectres ont of
nothingness, and name them, and cast their sins upon
them, and fall down and worship them.”

He is & poor man who does not weep with the child
and question, Why? Ah! echoed I as I read the last

*And as I looked aghast, the desert bec thickly
- peopled, and all the countless throng did obeisance to

- words held me. Ieonldnomouhavem
the ‘mental comment “unavailable’” than I
ave flown. 1 felt that thrill that told me I was
aster mind., - At the mention of the gal-

;hmwnhnvethetmevdmtionotthem
—= spectre conjured out of nothingness, indeed! Not
the State, but men, in the service of & spgctre, a
myth, an imagined Mow,took;libnponthegﬂ-
lows.

But to the conclusion. Surely, hereis a humanita-
rim,whohdmeﬂtbmy&h:mﬂmiipbo]ieve. Sure-
ly here is one who will rebel with me at the ides of
MQmmwMMM man after
we have succeeded inhl’ringdowntbﬂhid.oupl—

- | you will yourself become a

lows-tree. My pulse beat high with hope. How T
should have: liked to grasp the hand of this comrads,
Baut, alas! :

“‘I foel the force stirring within me, which in time
will reform the world. y

“Itdo.notpulhorobm,bm!meonleiom of
hdu‘wingmﬂ,yandlrnddiblynmy vitals.
. "Andlmﬁhsﬂamntﬁrwﬁod,ulbeginunmmt-
ably to attract others. $ ;

“Idnwthemmdtbeyintumdr;wmsmdwem-
ognhnhndmtomnpmﬂmmm

“Get in touch with the great central magnet and
magnet : g

“Andummmdmmduﬂndonrburinp and
exert our powers, gradually the new world will take
shape. ¥
““We become indeed legislators of ths divine law re-
ceiving it from God himself in the mount, and human
laws shrivel and dry up before us. '

“And I asked the force within my soul, ‘Who
thou? .

““And it answered and said : ‘I am Love, the Lord of
Heaven, and I would be called Love, the Lord of
Earth :

‘I am the mightiest of all the Heavenly hosts and
Tam come to create the State that is to be.’

What! the spectre again 7—The State? And all the
other muperstitions that have haunted and harassed
man from his barbarous, animal state? The heavenly
hosts?—God? Nay; in their service the gallows first
stood—the fagot first blazed | Try not to ennoble the
cause of man by appealing to the superstitions of his
infancy.

Ernest, my boy, you talk of the State—the State.
You picture it as something holy, created by love.
But the others also saw something divinely fair in the
State. YouandI saw but the gallows. They, too,
talk of love and the law of God. We see but the prin-
ciple of robbery.

Alas!  Ernest, that you shouid have tumbled back
into the ditch! J.H. M.,

* e e 00
For San Frauncisco.

The Internstional Labor Association will give aball,
March 26, aithe Vorwarts Turner Hall, 810 O'Farrel
Bt., 848 o’clock p. m., for the beneflt of the radical
press. Admission 25 cents, Ladies free. “All in favor
of a radical press are®cordially invited,

LA B TR

Xor St. Louis.

Emma Goldman will lecture in English at the Light
Stone Hall on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 5. and 6.
of April 8o’clock p. m., and Friday, April 8., in the
same hall in German.

¢ & ¢ o &

¥or Philadelphia,.

A grand Commune Celebration under the auspices
of group K. of L. and the Ladies, Liveral League will
take place on Friday evening, March 25, at the Chris-
tisn Str. Hall, cor. 8th and Christian Sta.

Comrade Lucy Parsons from Chicago will speak in
English, Comrade Kayser in German and Comrade
Weinberg in Jewish.

® 4 o o @
FOR CHICAGO,

Concert and ball of The International Group, Satar-
day, April 9, 1808, at 12th 8t. Turner Hall near Hal-
sted St., for the benefit of Fres SociETy and the Berk-
man Fund, C de Emma Gold will deliver
an address. All di ¢ d in our nt
are earnestly requested to make this testimonial a
financial success. Tae INTERNATIONAL GROUP.

¢ ¢ 60 0

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

Allegheny, Pa.
February 19, 1898.
The committee which is assisting H. Bauer in dis-
tributing prizes has resolved to postpone this work
until April 2, 1898, for the reason that most of the
Hc¥eta grestill ont ding
Those having received tickets are kindly i
to settle and to return those not sold before March
29, 1808.
The Committee:
P. Hasgzr.
-C. Nown.

Gorbox.
Frey.

H.
A.
- P. Bonurer. L: Ruorr.




FORMERLY “THE FIREBRAND.”

FREE SOCIETY.

Pubitshed Weskiy by Fres Bociety Publishing Co.
BO CENTS A YEAR.
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THE BIGHT OF FREE PRESS.

All Ansrchists are supposed to be staunch upbolders
_ of the freedom of the press, and if they are logical
. they must bs. As an Anarchist I deny the right of

i) deliver to all who may wish to read.

Many who are not Anarchists take the same stand,
ndwhﬂotbqhmgommmﬂorlpoem?mw
they oppose governiuental inferference in the question
of what may or may not be printed and circulated.

This is & paramount issns, snd is coming more
and more into ence. Ehe party of reaction is
doing ita utmost to destroy the ireedom of the prees,
,and establish a supervision of current literature “‘for
the public good.”
haive been battling agsinet this judicial encroachment.

+  Moses Harman has tussled with suthorities on this
most vital question, and still continues the war for

4 ‘Tast fall the publishers of The Firebrand wi
; arrested, and are now being yed and ted
by the U. §. officials for no other purpose than that of
breaking down the paper and curtailing the opposition
to their en t upon the freedom of the press.
We must expect to fight these relics of the past bar-
barism, and to have them after us until the right of
free. press ‘is so firmly established and their power 0
foreshortened that they can no longer do us harm.
+ It is painfully and mournfully disconraging when we
are in the midstof & severe conflict with the reaction-
ists, to have: one of our own champions lay down the
" defense and conceed the very contention we have been
\wniﬂm .but such & spectacle we have lately

‘MM Parsons, it seems, has not outgrown
the silly sentimentalism taught her as a girl, and saw
fit to denounce some of the utterances that have at
times appeared in The Firebrand, characterizing them
a8 dirty, wherenpon Comrade A. Isask, in Free Soci-
ety of Feb. 6th, said ;

*‘If she [Comrade L. Parsons] is right, then the
anthorities were right in prosecuting the publishers
of The Firebrand.”

Oh, ye great gods and little fishes! I cannot see
‘what wierd spell or enchantment Comrade Isaak
could have been.under when he penned and published
those lines.* It cannot be possible that he meant
what he said. If so he should quit contending for free
press and join Hosmer in & search for & ‘“‘true moral
standard” and advocate the prohibation of everything
that does not £ to that stand

For my part, I contend that if every page of The
Firebrand contained *‘dirty’”’ articles, and it was as
vile, corrupting, degrading, debauching rot as the
District Attorney tried ‘to make the jury believe it
was, we etill had a right to print, publish and deliver
it to all who might want it, and as long as the govern-
ment monopolizes the mail service, we had a right to
use that means of distribution.

This is the only tenable ground for the advocates of
free press to take, and it should never be forsak by
anyone claiming to be in favor of absolute individual
liberty!

" There is no stable standard of what is moral or
immoral, pure or dirty, and to admit the officials are
right in prosecuting the publishers of ““dirty” articles,
books, papers or other literature is to give up the
fight for free press and put an irresponsible and in-
calcnlably dangerous power in the hands of the
officials. :

‘What harm can ‘‘dirty” reading do to those who
will not read it? Can putrid meat hurt the one who
refuses to eat it?

1t is not a question of dirt or no dirt, it is a ques-

* I thought it would be

have the iaw mwumymmﬁm the effects of it.
AL

" soyone-to dictate what I may or may not print and

A few intrepid souls are now, and

‘find employment.”

as a matter of course that
I meant to say, ACCORDING TO L4W they would have & right to
‘prosecute us, snd I think all radiocals onght to be as eager fo

ton of freedom of the press or the devial of that free- |

dow, and T, !um,nndpn for W m
with s big 11
Mﬂdﬂmnﬁnﬁm&hkw
dom of the press and suffered for s0 doing. Comrades
Pope, Isask and myself are now suffering for the seli-
same cause; Iknow that Comrade Pope is firm in his
‘defiance of official interference, and I feel quite sure
that Comrade Isaask made a “‘slip” in the gquoted
statement, . and did rot really mean that he favored |
official intermeddling. If he does really favor prosecu-.
tion of those who publish *“dirty” papers,let him bring
forth his remsons for believing that the authorities
would be right in prosecuting such publishers.
It is to be regretted that such a sentence sppeared
in Free Sociery, for the comrsdes everywhere are

mﬁs‘.ubmm place of- The Firebrand as the

uncompromising foe ‘of official gnd the
champion of untrammeled liberty. Not only that.
The enemy would ask no better admission from us,
and would gladly use all such admissions they can get
to prove to the jury that, sccording to our own state-
ments, we should be prosecuted, if the articles indicted
are dirty, and then proceed to. prove them dirty.

1 bope Comrade Issak will explain his utterance,
and declare himself uncompromisingly in favor of free
press, and thgt Comrsde Parsons will learn that in
freedom aione is safety.

Thanhnodeﬁaihthndudutowhnth clean or
dmyinlitmm,muntbmmbo,bmmpeo-
ple’s tastes differ, and for this reason sll censorship of
the prees is worse than folly, and all admissions that
such hip, or interf , is right, aly
foolish; Hexry AbDIS. .
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THINGS ARD THOUGHTS.

“A new type-setting machine has been invented
in Englend, which needs no experienced operator
to run it; a boy can do the work,” says s late dis-
patch. Another machine has been i ted, which,

to incrdase their millions. The worker
mymptmmuymwdipmm
“Beveral hundred thousand men may find
ﬂoymﬂnthmheﬁonohmw, says this
bllndkdar Buthmvsboulmclhwbrm

among them, mwmmwhmm
-Ewabontﬂucrippluthowﬁoﬁplq&“

in, nndmohuﬂlhihndm‘-‘hoprﬁuto
thmnswmtimtomp!
L e e 2

these lines; the tax collector entered our composing
room, informing ug that he would be around again
in & few weeks to collect taxes.  Just thlnko“he
outrage! taxing the poor for the use of a bed, a .
chair, some type, etc.  If we refuse to psy the tax =
imposed upon us, our furniture will be sold and we™
can sleep and sit on the floor. Government is the
worst kind of a thief. AL
) e o 0 o o

LINES FROM COMRADE A. J. POPE. -

I see in article No. 4 of Frex Socmry, under the
heading of *‘ Some Sarcasms,” credited to New Dispen-
sation, these words: *‘ One of them, A. J. Pope, can’t -
be induced - to leave the jail.” This is' not the.
truth. Icannot be made to sign s bond, sdmitting. =
that the United States has the right to govern-me snd :

atignded by a boy, will turn outforty thousand
preserving cans & day. The machine and the boy
will'do the work of eighty good mechanics. Soon
our boys will be able to do all the work necessary
and we old folks can take & walk into the woods or
be arrested for vagrancy. There is one hiope, how-
ever: The increase of labor saving machinery will
force even the conservative workman' to the con-
clusion. that the means of production must *be
appropriated and utilized for the general welfare.
* * @&

“Expropriation!?” some would-be radicals will
ory out, “that would be a forcible ejection and not
compatible with Anarchism.” Let ussee. Ifa
thief appropriates certain products necessary to our
subsistence, what means are we to employ to bave
him return them? Persnasion? But if the thief
would not be persuaded? Nobody would blame
us for resorting to force in this instance. That is
the position of the workers today. The privileged
olass is the thief. The monapolists cannot be per-
suaded to return the ‘means of production which
they forcibly appropriate right along, by which
they deprive the workers of the necessaries of life
and keep them in abject slavery; consequently
there is only one way left: to take what has been
etolen from the producers. And this would only
mean to take possession of things whiech legiti-
mately belong to the prod

* & .

The New Time, & would-be Socialist magazine,
which sometimes contains very clever articles on
sociology, falls in line with the patriote.and howls
for war. Says the editor: “The United States
should proceed to spend not less . than $1,000,800,
000 in coast defenses and inthe comstruetion of s
navy. It should issue greenbacks for this purpose.
On this work several hundred thousand men weuld
‘Who will pay the bill, Mr.
Adams? Did it ever strike you that the parasite
whom you pretend, to figh, never creates snything
and that the poor producer, from whom the life-
blood is nearly drawn omt already, has to pay the
billions that yon would like to' see expended, to
protect—whom? The workers? To protect no-

| seen Schnabel, [who hss my case in charge] he sent

-from “corridor

body, but to give our millionaires the opportunity:

i me, and that I have not the inalienable 7
right to self-control, seli-development, and the s
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. They keep m Al

in jail by mere brute force. On the 18t of November
1897 C. Doring came to me and said: “I have just

for me and wanted to koow if you could or would give
bail.? “Ithinknot,said I.”” “Then will yonsignabond.
for your own recognizance?” I ssid, “I thiok I will.” :
The next day, whilst C. L. Penhallow, H. deinmil_.-—
were talking about my going out; the jailer opened. my.
door and gaid: ‘““There, Pope, go with this man, get -
your liberty and sleep at your own home to-night,””
At first I was startled; but we packed my things and
carried them out into the office and we went first to
Schoabel with whom we had some talk. . Then I went
to the United States Commissioner McKee, and saw = =
him write ““A. J. Pope” and “two hundred dollars” ox .
a printed bond. He banded it to me, saying *‘Sign it.”” £
I took it up, read the paragraph containing, A. J.Fope .
and two hundred dollars, over twice and threw itdown -~
saying “I will not sign that.” He then ssid, ’I have
reduced your bail from $2,000 to $200,” Issid Ido
not owe the United States $200 for my appesrancesnd -
I will not sign it. What! Bacrifice a principle—the
right of aelt-govmma: that has sustained me and
made me happy these fifty or more years? No, never!
I will stay in jail until the fliesh drops off my bénes .
first. I know yon have the power to put a rope aronnd
my neck and separate me from my body, as you fre-
quently do, but you cannot make me sign such & thing
qltl,*a,:t." He then said: /‘“Take him back agsin to
ju}}ml:tlm.lqsoknitlfmmki not be induced to leave |
the jail? They waited one day to dee if I would recant
nndn;gntboml but as I did not, the jailer took me -

1 and put me in & cell with a solid
iron door with a peep-hole seven inches by ten inches
ifi it, and it closed excepting to put in my food twice 3
daily, ete. Opposite the door is & large window with -
double 1-inch iron bars three inches apart and double
woven iron screens and glass in it, and in-froptof it is.
s high board fence, so I could see no one, omly when
the jailer chose and only the tops of the trees, houses
and the sky. I was told to quit writing. ‘Allmy mail
that came into the jailer’s hands was opened. Once,
when I put out four letters through this peep-helefor .
Addis to mail, the jailer took them and gave them
to the United States officials, by their order, he said.
All these things I had to endure before I waseven -
indicted: Does this look as if I muw
to go out of jail? :




€ & paper given him h:m-qidb-.
Obing to your age and feebleness
nt, I will make the sentence as light
Yumnmdhmu&rhm
ﬂumﬂuﬂ and fined $1.00.” I was then

to jail.

Addis and Issak were granted s new trisl, but the
ﬁuwvmmhmummumamm
r meots again; they may meet any time between
m,-am thnDapntyAMey Schusabel

me.
E*hmm:ﬂ spirits and hope to be out
jail on or before the first of July 1898. I am
well treated by the jailer, who is as well qualified s
‘WMnhmuﬂym Iam

r & Thaiondkugmdumdm
‘people get and plenty of it. The jail is
aéar the center of Portland sud in' the basement
of & fine huilding, where the courts are held; it-has
isitors and is kept in very nice condition; has

& i be-for the purpose
M my friends have farnished me with a
§ it i With the blankets farnished

Hall. Hunbjoctm“m The meeting

.| was cheractérized by exemplary order, and the andi- |’

ence listened with great attention to the interesting
dissertation of the lecturer. She said: ‘“The workers

and | of this country can well spare the love of this country,

-for America belongs to the capitalists—to the oppres-
sors and despoilers of the working classes. It is not
mwlmoﬂlhﬂythtmthmu the work-
lers. ‘Therefore the iotic sentiments
onghthboh!&hﬂhorhh Themhuhnmangh
to do to attend to their own business, that is to get an
hmutﬁﬂng;nndwi&htheaﬂ’em&o teract the

A new magazine is to be started in Denver, Colo,
the directors being Myron W. Reed, Edward kl-
lamy, W. 8. Neal, Eugene Debs, Edward Boyce, Paul
Tynor, James Hogan and H. O. Childs., When we

tendency of their complete enslavement they are
having their hands full. The world is the workers’
mtrynndhodopodh_tbdrrdixim."
% « *oa
“If a man or to-day sh
foﬂowtbeymphoﬂmﬂhrm—wdouﬁe did—

1d ath, "

"|he would not be crucified for the eimple reason that

crucifixion is not the mode of execution in this en-
lightened nineteenth century. He would be hung to
the nearest lamp-post.”

“Emma Goldman is the author of the words,” says
the rep of the Pittsburg Leader, and he seems to
be surprised that she looks like & human being. He
says:

“Miss Goldman does not look at all the vicious being

by the jeiler and Addis I have s ressonably good bed
and rest and sleep woll and arise refreshed. As my
‘life for the past filty years has been devoted to the
" advoeacy of the happiness of my ienon»bntnp,mrd
‘ing to my best knowledge, I feel no cond in
“my own mind; so I am at peace and reconciled to my
lot: But just as soon as my prisen doors are opened
for me, I will gladly, cheerfully and joyfully walk out
_and once more enjoy the sun light, pure air, etc., and
mﬂdoformyndfmd not have others tazed to sup-
port me. When my time expires, I shall have been
‘an inmate of & jail ten months, and that for proclaim-
-ing that all should have liberty and be sllowed the
pﬂuﬂitothsppimu. With kind regards to the group
aﬂihnuny ders, I am your Pantarch friend,
, Asxgr J, Porz,
Portland, Ore.

Mareh 4th, 1898.
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: ma AND MIHEIT.

~According to the Social E i
. Bocialist Lynch and Comrade Clemencic will have &
* _joint debate in the near future on Ansgchist-Com-
 munism ve. Christian Socialism at the Metropolitan

’hmplo.

o * *

"l‘"“ Emma Gold will give a series of

* lectures in Chieago. See particulars on page 8.

s *

the Christi

*

*
E‘hevmt., the Anarchist, who recently killed a
Paris policeman and wounded two others, has found
- out a use for lawyers. Having refused to defend him-
~ welf or employ a lawyer, the Court assigned one to

she is pi You would not judge from her per-
sonal appearance that she carried bombs about her
clothes or that she is capable of the i y utter-
ances which have marked her platform career. On
the contrary she is rather prepossessing than other-
wise, and a8 she converses her face lights up vmb
intelligent ardor. Indeed, the ch are

d to see the names of Debs and Bellamy in
tbemmnexpeebodtoﬂndlndialpmmm
out for this magazine, but alas, the report winds up
thus: “The politics of the paper, according to Mr.
Reed, will be Bryanism and free silver.” What next?

* o0

LABOR EXCHANCE FREE SOCIETY.

Weare in receipt of a communication from Bro.
J. Alfred Kinghorn-Jones who is by this time well-
known to our readers through his interesting contribu-
tions and his vigomus attacks upon the Ghurch and
other sh of 5 P & plan for the
f tion of an iation of radicals for industrial
purposes with the Labor check as a medium of ex-
change.

Being cramped for space we regret our inability to
publish the details of the plan and would advjse those
of our readers who desire further information to com-
municate with Bro. Kinghorn-Jones, whose address is
22)4 Geary st.

After disposing of the details of his plan for the pro-

nine in & hundred that a stranger asked to guess what
and who she was would tell you she is a schoolt

posed iation Bro. Kinghorn-Jones thus concludes
his nrtlcle:

Armittad

ora woman whose mind runs in progressive channels.”

A while ago s reader of the Bocial Domocrat argued
that, if the restrictions be elimi d from the manu-
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors, it would re-
duce the amount of intoxication. A prohibitionist
comee back at him and says that the history of facts
speaks otherwise, He up

About d a measure

fifty years ago in Engian e, m

F oo s with i
appetite from more flery
é‘}’éﬁ.’s K

intoxicants abun
ith and the Duke of Wellingtol
The Duke declared
when :he bill was passed, that it was the greatest of
his victories. Sydnny Smith {rrq;heaied that jt would
exorcise the demon’ of drunkenness from the British
I';k;; Wmhntedmulhél ?S Insa Keg wegk;s the bill ,tlr'gd
re, an ney Smith wrote: ‘““The
sovereign peuplf's is beugg drunk.

If a bill were passed in the legislature to the effect
that all the half-starved people in this country could
help themselves in & well-stocked boarding house, |
most of them would very likely suffer from & violent
colic, and according to the logic of the prohibitionist
the bill would have to be repealed in order to prevent

‘take charge of the defence. Etievant would have jcolics

nothing to do with him, declaring that he wished to
¥ homdemsd to death, till the lawyer explained that
\ 4o jury ‘eould bring in a verdict involving capital
ent unless & defence was made; whereupon

ﬁﬂmt accepted his services.”—Boston 'l‘nnsu-ipc."

« %

- Qur Comrades Jensen, Moeller and Glaob, in Den-
mark, are to be relenaad from prison after a confine-

* ment of In jon with this
information the Kopenhagen comrades, who desire

- -soon to resume the publication of their organ ‘“‘Prole-
- taren,” are asking for financial assistance. Since the
- suspension of that paper, the only histic organ

The community in which I was born and raised
owned a distillery and every member of the village
was at liberty to take home as much liguor as _he had
use for; and yet drunkennessand poverty were un-
known there. But with the growth of industry and
accumulation of wealth exploitation began'its work.
The distillery was sold to an enterprising church
member, and after a few years poverty and drunk-
enness were the order of the day. P

PR

‘‘We are approaching a conflict th?edcan not be

M witimut fees of any kind; any
culn, or prop deposited with the A will
be plwed to ths credit of the member, and & Lahor
check, or checks of such d inations as r d
be issued as a receipt; these receipts or Labor cheoh
will be y g the bers of the Associa-
tion.

Persons having such things as land, houses, ware-
houses, .tom. tools, machinery,raw material, manu-
factured articles, h hold goods (new or second hand)
on their hands anremunerative and unsaleable on ac- i
oountoltha" ble and intensely wicked lack of
money, and willing to deposit them with the Associa~
tion for Labot or time checks, so that the idlemay be
set to work, send by mail a list of such things and
prices to the undersigned.

The Labor or time checks will be available as a
medium of exchange as soon as issued. P

The Aseociation cannot incur any debts payable in
‘‘legal tender,” nor can they mortgage their property.
They can manufacture and conduct all business at 8
per cent less thm any other combine who base their

tions on the interest drawing gold standard, and
what is more important, they will rstain all they pro-
duce, as soon ag'the Association acqnires the use of
some pdrtion of our inheritance (land. )

The A iation will thue be g the medi
of exchange to the amount of the checks iuued—zhose
depositing the legal tender will not be depriving
themeelves of the means of living, if a sufficient num-
ber of varied industries unite to form the present As-
sociation—but on the contrary they will be gsining
the freedom of owning all the products of their Labor,
80 far as it is nsed in conmection with their Associa-
tion, by cutting out the item of interest, which in-
cludesf course rent and profit.

Those possessed of firearms and amunition are re-
quested to nctify same, on becoming members.

dati

avoided. Ononesideisab inseril

It is imy ve that some decisive, manly step be

slavery,’ h; capitalists, on the other the inscription

“for Denmark, Sweden and Norway, the Skandinavian
- movement with the exception of Christiana has been
- mearly at a standstill. The propaganda is now to be
taken up with renewed activity. is, however,
m!y & small group of comrades here, therefore com-
‘rades everywhere, particularly those of Skandinavian
~ descrnt, are asked for aid to enable the continuance of| .

‘Ind liberty,’ by the people.””—Father Ducey.

Father Ducey is getting to be very much of & calam-
ity howler, and if he is not careful he will be dis-
charged by his boss in Rome. “Such talk as his,”
eays an exchange, ‘‘breeds Anarchy.” ~

. ® g

A mpxtdin sheet, the Chicago Journal, which is
ti t for wholesale murder (called

and ik are
fned 3

« *

; W.qnotathe following from a Pittsburg paper:
3 Enmﬁoldm ciNew Yoxk the courageous pro-

hi Y, delivered a | ered

h&owﬂhhﬁmn the Odd. Fsllo"

"’wotkmgmo--

“war’ by the chnstnn nations), invites letters from
inion on the subject of war.

“Among the many letters published was one which
must have escaped the vigilance of the editor,” says
thie Social Democrat. The letter reads thus:

Chicago, l?eb 23,—To the Editor:—Being rend-
mpb';nﬁmmwwt{nkwmgo?(}nba 1

taken to regain the use of the land, by the abolition of
landlordism. *

The deceptive, avaricious, hypocritical Salvation
colony plan of getting back to the land is as disgrace-
ful to the p on of its slavish inception,
as it is to the dupes on account of their intense Btapid-
ity in becoming slaves to grow beets for & millionaire.

Any action for freedom is better than servile sub-
mission to & more debased trinmvirate than has ever
been recorded in history—for such are Hanna, McKin-
ley and Gage.

Will readers endorse thic plan, or kindly offer some,
more p 1, for i diate adoption; any remarks
will abow a dasire for better eond:ﬁona, let us act;
*‘alfter .centuries of fleeting words, the chains are
stronger than ever.”

J. Aureep KiveuorN-Jones,
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OBAPTER I

The history of human thought recalls the swinging of a pendulum which takes
centaries to swing. After a long period of slumber comes & momentof awskening.
Then thought frees herseli from the chains with which those interested—rulers,
lawyers, clerics—have carefully enwound her.

Bhe shstters the chains, She nbphbmmu'lﬂdmsﬂﬂ:uhnbm
taught her, and lays bare the emptiness of the religious, political, legsl and social
prejudices amidst which she has vegetated. She starts research in new pnlu,u-
riches our knowledge with new discoveriee, creates new sciences. :

But the inveterate enemies of thought—the government, the lawgiver and the
priest—soon recover from their defeat. By degrees they gather together their
scattered forces, and remodel their faith and their.code of laws to adapt them to
the new needs. Then, profiting by the servility of thought and of character, which
they themselves have so effectually cultivated, profiting too, by the momentary
disorganization of society, taking advantage of the laziness of soie, the greed of
others, the best hopes (above all the best hopes) of many, they softly creep back to
thairmkbyﬁ:ﬁotdlhklaspo-sdonaiohﬂdhood&hmghdm
A child’s spirit is weak. It is éasy to coerce it by fear. This they do.

They make the child timid, and then they talk to him of the torments of hell.

They conjure up before him the sufferings of the condemned, the vengeance of an
implacable god. The next minute they will'be chattering of the horrors of revolu-
tion, and using some excess of the revolutionists to make the child “g friend of
order.” The priest accustoms the child to the idea of law, to make it obey better
what he calls the ‘‘divine law,” and the lawyer prates of divine law, that tha civil
law may be the better obeyed.

And by that habit of submission, with which we are only too familiar, the
thought of the next g tains this religi twist, which is at onee servile
and authoritative; for authority and servility walk ever hand in hsnd. ]

During these slumbrouns interludes, morals are rarely discussed. Religions
practices wnd judicial hypocrisy take their place. Folks do not criticise, they let
themselves be drawn by habit or indifference. They do not put themselves out
for or against the established morality. They do their best to make their actions
appear to accord with their professions. And the moral level of society sinks lower
and lower. Folks reach the morals of Rome in the Decadence, of the ‘“Ancien
Regime,” of the end of the supremacy of the middle classes.

All that was good, great, generous or independent in man, little by little be-
comes mosa-grown ; rusts like a disused knife. A lie becomes & virtue, a platitude
lduty To enrich oneself, to seize one’s oppportunities, to exhaust one’s intelli-
gence, zeal and energy, no matter how, become the watchwords of the comfortable

¥

classes, as well as of the crowd of poor folks whose idesl is to appear hogrgeois.

4Mﬂndqrukﬁnnoﬂhemhrndd %hejndp,o! the clergy and of the more
Gr less comfortable classes becomes so revolting that the pendulnm begins to lwing
the other way.
Little by little, youth frees itself. It Biugl overboard its prejudices, and it
bezins to criticize. Thought re kens, at first the few; but insensibly
the awakening reaches the majority. Ths impn]ae is givan, the revolation follows.

And each time the guestion of monllt.y comes np again. “Why should I fol-
low the principles of this hypocritical morality?”’ asks the brsiu, released from

eligious terrors. ‘“Why should any morality be obligatory?"”

Then folks try to account for the moral sentiment that they meet st every
tarn without having explained it to th lves. And they will never explain it
80 long es they believe it a privilege of human nature, so long as they do not
descend to animals, plants and rocks to understand it. They seek the answer,
however, in the science of the hour.

And, if we may venture to say 8o, the more the basis of conventional morality,
or rather of the hypocrisy that fills its place, is sapped, the more the moral plane of
society is raised. It is above all at such times, precisely when folks are criticising
and denying it, that moral sentiment makes the most progress; it is then that it
grows, that it is raised and refined.

This came to pass in the eighteenth century. As long ago as 1723, Mandeville,
the anonymous writer who scandalized England with his *‘Fable of the Bees’’ and
the commentaries he added to it, boldly attacked the social hypocrisy known un-
der the name of morslity. He showed how so-called moral customs are only &
hypocritical mask, how the passions folks think to master by the current code of
morale take, on the contrary, & much worse direction on account of the very restric-
tion of this code. Like Fourier, he asked for the passions that free scope, without
which they degenerate into vices; and paying in this wise a tribute to the want of
zoological knowledge in his time, that is to say, ignoring the morality of animals,
he explained the origin of moral ideas by the interested flattery of p and

yusnp.ihmﬂw! MMMM
qiuﬂon. “Irmhhl\ﬁbﬂ"n Nihilist came and said to his
translating into sction the that gave him- no rest. “'I will
and why should I not? Hecsuse the bible wills t7 Bat tho bible is
ammﬁmmmma
mmmmu-ummmmm
unlng::-. MIMprhmdMﬂhhﬂ&
of the
“Must I be moral because Kant tells me of auuprkimpnﬁgq
wbulmmaadwhiehmchmmmdmdmm
me be moral? But why should this emprlehnmﬁn’undq
authority over my actions ﬂunlnotheflmpmﬁu,wmnﬁnn”*
mand me fo get drunk? A word, nothing but & word, like the
or ‘Destiny,’ invented to concesl our iguorance,
“Of perhaps T am to be moral to oblige Bentbam, vhomhmia e
m:muwnmm.u.mby,wmmmhmm
than if I watched him drown? 5
“Or perbapé because such has been my education? Bmww
taught me morality? Shali I then go and kneel downlnncbmﬁ,hnﬁw
queen, bow before the judge I know for & scoundrel, simply because our =
our good ignorant mothers, have taught us such & pack of nonsense?
“Imqulmd—uh everyone else. 1 will try to rid mysell of pi
Even though immorality be distsastefnl, I will nthoomylal!bhtwﬁ;
when I was & boy I forced myself to give up fesring the dark, the c!mdqiﬂ%
ghosts and dead people—all of which I had bsen tanght to fear.
I will be immeoral to snap & weapon abused by rollgioa,lwﬁldoit,m
mithomtuaﬂmt&ohymﬂuimpmdmuinmnmotsmwwm
the name morality has been given "’ 5

ord

Snchwuthuuyinvhhhmmthotawnrwnedwhmthqm
with old-world prejudices, and unfurled this banner of Nihilist or rather of An
archist philosophy: To bend the kiles to no thority wi h e

ted, to

'y DOW

p t no principle so long as it is unestablished by reason. 2
Nudwﬂd.mdwpmhbﬂu wastespaper basket the teaching
their fathers, and burning sll systems of morality, the Nihilist youth developed in
their midst & nucleus of moral castoms, ‘infinitely superior to sught that their
fathers had under the control of the ‘““Gospel,”” of the *“Conscience,””
the *‘Categoric Imperative,” or of the “Recognized Advantage” of the utilitarisn,
Baut before answering the question, ‘“Why am I to be moral?” Muneilthc
quuﬂanhwﬂlpuhlatmuﬂyutb&moﬁmo{ human action.

CHAPTER IL

‘When our ancestors wished wmmntbrvhgkdmbminmw,
another, they did 0 in a very simple fashion: - Down to the present day,
Oatholic images may be secn that represent this explanation. A man is
his way, and, without being in the least sware of it, carries a devil on his 8
shoulder, and an angel on his right. The devil prompts him to do evil, the
tries to keep him back. Andiflho-ngelm&\ebuto“tlndﬂmm 2 ?
virtaous, three other angels catch him up and carry him to heaven. In this way
everything is explained wondrously well.

Old Russian nurses, fuil of such lore, will tell you never to put & child to bed.
‘without unbuttoning the collar of ita shirt. A warm spot at the bottom of - the
neck should be left bare, where the guardian angel may nestle. Otherwhl,}h‘
devil will worry the child even in its sleep.

These artless conceptions are passing away. But though the old wﬂl dﬁ-
appear, the esseatial idea rernsins the same.

Well brought up folks no longer believe in the devil; but, as their ideas are no
more rational than those of our nurses, they do but disguise devil and
undera pedantic wordiness, honored with the name of philosophy. Theydonot
“‘dovil” now-a-days, but the “flesh” or ‘‘the passions.” The “‘angel” is replaced
by the words “conscience” or ‘“‘soul,” by ‘“‘reflection of the thought of a dix
creator” or the “Great Architect,” as the Free-Masons say. But man’s action
still represented as the result of a struggle between two hostile elements. -
smmiz;lwnyaoonsiduod vu-tuouljnxtln the ‘degree to which one of these t
ts—the soul or i i m&hemhMeMu

passions.

* It is easy to understand the astonirhment of our grub-gnndh&m vhn
English philosophers, and later, the Enecyclopedists, began to affirm, in opposition:
to these primitive ideas, that the devil and the angel had nothing to do with
human setion, but that all acts of man, good or bad, useful or me!nl,lri;.
‘a eingle motive: the lust for pleasure.

'.l'he wbole religious confraternity, and, above all, the numerous soch;d the
ted “IL lity.” They covered the thinkers with insult, they

1

governing classes.

‘We know the vigorous cnticmm of moral ideas begun later by the Scotch phil-
osophers and the Encyclopedists. We know the Anarchists of 1790, and we know
with whom the higher development of moral feeling is to be found ; among the law-

abiding, the patriots, the Jacobins who babbled of obligation and of the.moral

44

of the “Sup Being,” or among the Hebertist atheists who demiéd,
like Guyau, both obligation and moral sanction.

43 £, ors

excommunicated them. And when later on, in the course of this century, the
same ideas Were again taken up by Bentham, John Stusrt Mill, Tchernischeveky;
and a host of mmdwmmwmmmmmm
Egoiem, or the lust for pleasure, is the true motive of all onr actions, the maledies
tions redoubled. The -books were banned by a conspiracy of silence; the au

were treated as dunces. . =

*“Why should I be moral?”’—this was the g that
ists of the XII. century, the philosophers of the XVI.

. ’tho

»

Andyetwhﬂunbemon&ueﬂ:mthemhonthaymﬁo? 7
Here is & man who snatches ite last mouthful of bread from a child. Every

y, the p

and revolutionaries of the XVIII. century.. Later on this question came back
again among the English utilitarians (Bentham and Mill), among the German
materialists, such a8 Buchner, among the Russian Nihilists of 1860-70, and to that
young founder of Anarchist ethics (the moral science of societies)—Guysu, dead
alas! too soon.  Finally, this is the question which at this hour confronts the young

Anarchists of todsy.

onewmuymgthsthaﬁ:homhle egoist, that hoisgmdndoohiybruﬂ-

love. ;
Bntmwhmumdhumm,whomonqmwhmgnﬁeum

He shares his last bit of bread with the hungry, and strips off his cod to clothe

nsked. And the moralists, sticking to their religious jargon; hasten to s

this man carries the love of his neighbor to the point of seli-abnegation,

obeys & wholly different mmmu tham Andyit,




‘under the impulse of their egoism. Some havs sctually said this,
noe to the thought, and precision ta the ides, by presenting it in &
rike , and at the same; time to destroy the myth which
these two acts have two different motives. They have (he same

» for the the desire of glory or of
_money gaing in their minds the upper hand of every other desire. Even pity and
‘oumpassion are extingnished for the moment by this other desire, this other thirst.
“They act almost sutomatically to satiafy a craving of their natare. Or again, put-
ting aside the stronger passions, take the petty man who deceives his friends, who
 lies ut avery step to get out of somebody the price of a pot of beer, rom sheer
~ lové of brag, or from canning. Take the employer who cheats his workmen to buy
rels for his wife or his mistress. Take any petty scoundrel you like. He again
“only obeys an impulse; he seeks the satisfaction of s craving, or he seeks to
eacape what would give him trouble. 2 ;

such petty scoundrels with one who sacri-

d, and, like a Russian Nihilist,
the scaffold ; so vastly different for humanity are the results of these two lives: o
. much do we feel ourselves drawn toward the one and repelled by the other.
-~ And yet were you to talk to such a martyr, to the woman who is about to be
hanged; even just as she nears the gallows, she would tell you that she would not
‘exchange either her life—of a wild besst hunted by the hounds of the Czar—or her
death for the life of the petty scoundre! who lives on the pence stolen from his
“work-people. In her life, in the struggle against monstrous might, she finds her
highest joys. Every thing else, outside the struggle, all the little joys of the bour-
~ geols and his little troubles seem so contemptible, so ti , 80 pitiable! “You
- do not live, you vegetate,”” she would reply; ‘I have lived.”

‘We are speaking, of course, of the deliberate, conscious acts of men, reserving
present what we have to say about that im series of ious, all
~but acts, which occupy so large a portion of our life. Well! In his de-
_ liberate, conscions acts man always seeks what will give him pleasure.
__ ‘One man geta drunk, and every day lowers himself to the conditionof s brute,
because he seeks in liquor the mervous excitement that he cannot obtain
“from his own y Another does not get drunk; he takes no liquor,
even though he finds it plesssnt, because he wants to keep the freshnesa of his
‘thonghteand the plentitude of his powers,that he may be able to taste other pleasures
-~ which he prefere to drink. Bat how does he act if not like the judge of good
- living who, after glancing at the menu of aun elaborate dinner, rejects one dish
. that he likes very well to eat his fill of another that he likes better?
. Whatevar he does, man seeks s pleasure or shuns s pain.
When & woman deprives herself of her last piece of bread to give it to the first
comer, when she takes off her own scanty rags to cover another woman who is

wonld suffer infinitely more in seeing & hungry man, or & woman starved with
cold, than in shivering, or feeling hungry, herself. She escapes a pain of which
only those who have felt it know the intensity.

When the Australian quoted by Guysn, wastes away beneath the idea that he
. bas not yet revenged his kineman’s death ; when he grows thin and pale, & prey to
" the i of his dice, and does not return to life till he has done the
- deed of vengeance, he performs this action, & heroic one times, to free himself
of a feeling which posseeses him, to regain that inward peace, which is the highest
of pleasures,

‘_ - cold, while alie herself shivers on the deck of a vessel, she does so because she|°™

# noed of the Individual who performe them. Let him act as he may, the individ-
1l acts as he does becanse he finds s pl in it, or &voids, or thinks he avoids,
a8

Here we havea well established fact. Here we have the essence of what
has been called the egoistic theory.
Very well, are we any better off for having reached this general conclusion?
Yes, certainly we are. We have conquered a truth, and destroyed a prejudice
which lies at the root of all prejudices. All materialist philosophy in its relati
to man is implied in this conclusion. But does it follow that all the actions of the

“bq_“‘ m*hq,ﬁunof'mh- which come to the same | individual are indifferent, as some have hastened to conclude? This is what we

have now to see.

CHAPTER III.

We have seen that men’s actions (their deliberate and conscious sctions, for
we will speak aiterward of unconscious habits) all have the same origin, Those
that are called virtnous and those that are de-g::h& as vicious, devotions
and petty knsa acts that attract and acts repel, all spring from s common
source. All are in answer to some need of the individual’s nature. All
have for their end the quest of pleasure, the desire to avoid pain.

‘We have seen this in the last chapter, which is but a very succinct summary
of - _ase of facts that might be brought forward in nnepnn of this view.

It is easy to understand how this expl i those still imbued with
Mi{lg:nrincipltm out. It leaves no room for the su: tural ; it throws over
the of an immortal soul. If man only acts in obedience to the needs of his
natare, if he is, 8o to say, but & ‘‘conscious automaton,” what becomes of the im-
mortal soul? What immortality, that last refuge of those who have known too
fow ;;leuum and too many sufferings, and who dream of findibg some compensa-
tion in another world? . .

It is easy fo understand how folks who have grown up in prejudice and with
bat litle dence in science, which has so often deceived them, folks who are
m ie:lli:m rather than thought, reject an explanation which takes from them

ast hope.

But what are we to say of those revolutionists who, from the last century down
to our own day, otnh time they have heard for the first time of a natural explana-
tion of human actions (the egoistic theory, if you like), hasten to draw from it the
same conciusion as that young Nihilist we were speaking of, and eagerly cry:
*‘Down with morality!”

What are we to say of those who, on being persuaded that man only acts in
one Way or another in answer to & need of his nature, hasten to conclude that all
hig actions are indifferent; that there is no longer either good or evil, that to save
& drowning man at the risk of one’s life or to drown & man for the sake of his
watch are two equally worthy acts; that the martyr dying on the scaffold after
Iaboriug for the freadom of mankind and the petty scoundrel stealing from hiscom-
are one as worthy as the other—as both are seeking to please themeselves,

~If they further lddzad that there must be no good and evil odors; neither per-
fame of the rose nor stink of ases feecids, because both are nothing bat vibrations
of molecules ; that there must be no good and bad tastes, because the bittorness of

uinine and the sweetness of the guava are also notbmﬁnbnc molecalar vibrations;

t there is neither physical beauty nor physical ngliness, neither intelligence
nor imbecility, because beauty and ugliness, intelligence and imbecility wre agai
but the results of chemical and physicul vibration operating within the ealﬂ of
the organism ; if they ndd?dthia, we might say they were raving, but that at least
they s madman's logic.
ut a8 they do not say this, what must we conclude?

Qur \is simple. Mandeville, who d in this way in 1724 in his
‘‘Fable of the Bées,” the Russian Nihilist of 1860-70, and some Paririan Anarchists
of our day reason thus, becanse all unconscionsly they are still sticking fast 1n the
mire of prejudice, the prejudi 'their christi ducati However, athgistic,
however materialistic, however anarchistic they believe themselves th, y are
ms;ioning exactly as the Fathers of the Church or the founders of - Buddhism reas-

This, in effect, is what those worthy elders used to say: ‘‘An action will be
good if it represent a victory of the soul over the flesh; it will be evil if the flesh
has overcome the soul; if neither, then it will be indifferent. Only by this
can we judge if the action be good or bad.” And our youny friends g0 on repeating
after the Christian and Buddhist fathers: **Only by this can we judge i the ac~
tion is good or bad.”’

‘The Fathers of the Church said: ‘“Behold the beasts; they have no immor-
tal soul; their actions are performed simply in answer to the needs of their nature;
this is why there can be neither goud nor evil actions amongst beasts; all are in-
different ; and this is why for beasts there is neither heaven nor ell, neither re-
ward nor punishment.” And our young friends take up the refrain of St. August-
ine and q;ikyunouni, and go on saying: ‘“‘Man is but & beast, his acte are simply

‘When & troop of monkeys has seen one of its bers fall in conseq of
& hunter's shot, and comes to besiege his tent and claim the body, despite the
threatening gun; when st length the elder of the band goes right in, first threatens

. give up the corpse, which the groaning troop carry off into the forest, these mon-

the hunter, then implores him, and finslly, by his lamentations, induces him to thy

P to the needs of nature; this is why there can be neither good
nor evil actione amongst men. All actions are indifferent,””

1t ie still this accursed idea of punishment and penalties that comes athwart
e reason; it is still this absurd legacy from religious instruction, teaching that
an act is good if it springs [rom a supernatural mspiration, and indifferent 1f the

~ keye obey & feeling of P stronger than all derati of pe: 1
security, This feeling in them exceeds all others. Life itself loses its attraction
for them whilst they are not sure whether they can restore life to their comrade or
.mot. This feeling b 80 oppr that the poor brutes do everything to get
quit of it. ;
_ When the ants rush by thousands into the flames of & burning ant hill, which
that evil beast, man, has set on fire, and perish by hundreds to rescue their larvee,
they again obey a craving to eave their offepring. They risk everything for the
sake of bringing away the larvee that they have bronght up with more care than
¢ bestow on their child
“ Finally, when an infusorian escapes a too powerful ray of heat, and goes in
- search of & tepid ray, or when a plant turns its flowers toward the sun, or closes
up its leaves at the approach of night, these beings still obey the need of shunning
psin and seeking pleasurs; just like the aut, the monkey, the Australian, and the
- martyred Christian or Anmhjgf.

_ To seek pleasure, to avvid pain,is the general line of action (some would eay,
law) of the organic world. A

Without this quest of the agreeable, life itself would be impossible. Organ-
jna would disintegrate, life cease.

-~
_Thus whatever 2 man's actions and lirie of conduct may be, he does what he

p origin is wanoting. It is the same old idea, even amongst those
who h at it the loudest; th2 angel on the right shoulder and the devil on the
left. **Drive away the devil and the angel, and I cannot tell you if such and such
an action is good or bad for I do not know of any other test to judge it by.”
parson is everlastingly there with his devil and his angel, and all the ma-
terialistic varnish does not su.éee to hide him. And, what is still worse, the mag-
istrate is evermungi{ there 100, with his award of the lash for one and his civil
penses for , and even the principles of Anarchism are not enough to
uproot the idea of punishment and reward.

Well now, we want neither parson nor magistrate. And we say simply:
Does assa {mtida stink? Does the snake bite me? the liar deceiveme? And
the plaat, the reptile, and the man are obeying & need of their natures? So be it!
Well, I, for my m, also obey a need of my nature in hating the plant that stinks,
the reptile that kills with its venom, and the man who is still more venomous than
the animal. And I ehall act in 1 ithont ing myself for that
purpose either to the devil, with whom I have not the honor of being acquainted,
or to the magistrate, whom I detest even more than the snake. I, and all those
who share my antipathies, also obey the needs of our natures. And we shall see
which of the two has reason, and therefore force, on his side.

This is what we are going to see, and by this very investigation we shall dis-
cover that if the Saint Augustines had no other basis whereon to distioguish be-
tween good and evil, the animal world have another which is still more efficacions.
The animal world in general, from insects to men, know perfectly what 18 good and
what is bad, without Iting bible or philwsophy. And if it be thus, the cause
is still in the needs of their nature; in the preservation of the race, and, therefore,
in the posasible sum of happi for each individual. :

does in obedience to s cravingof his nature. The most repuleive actions, no less

(TO BE CONTINURD NEXT WEEK.)

than sctions which are indifferent or most attractive, are all squally dlctated by
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