EE SO

5

s, ~
PUBLICLIBRARY

. 4

!

ASTOR, LENOX AND

ENTERED AT SAN FRANGISCO POSTOFFICE AS SECOND-CLASS MQTTER.

o Expment o Ao - Communsm:  Bang the. Ty of Opptalty aloe Colites Uit

that Tn the Kbsesce of Moospely Price and Competiton Camaol st and That Communism s an loewtable Consesvence

'NEW SERIES NO. 39,

8AN FRANCISCO, CAL., SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 1898.

WHOLE NO. 175.

HEROES OF WAR AND PEACE.

Ay. that is & story that takes one's breath
How the men rowed out in the face of desath;

Rowed as calmly as fisherman may
‘Who haul their nets at the break of day.

But never was fishnet hsuled in th® weather
That rifie and cannopn and shell together

Rained on those sailors who drew from its bed
The wise ses serpent and crushed its head.

Heroes of war are they! BSong and story
8hall add thelr names to the list of glory.

But where is the story and where is the song
For ths heroes of ce and the martyrs of wrong?

They fight their battles in shop and mine;
They die &t their post and make no sign.

And the living envy the fortunste dead
As they fight for a pittance of butterless bread.

They herd like beasts in a sisughter pen;
They live ltke cattle end suffer like men.

Why set by the horror of such a life,
Like a merrv-go-round seems the battle's strile;

And the open ses, and the open boat,
And the aeadly cannon with belowing throat,

Oh, what are they sil, with death throws in,
To the life that hes nething to lose or win—

_The life that has nothlng to hope or gein
But {ll-paid labor and beds of pain?

Fame, where is your story and where is your song
For the martyrs of peace and the victims of wrong?
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.
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WHY WE ARE ANARGHISTS.

the interests of the possessing ¢lasses. If no one
was to be coerced into doing what he doesn’t want
to, where would be the use of government! When
government “falls, capitalism will go too; for who
will respect private property in the means of pro-
duction and distribution when unprotected by law?
But to destroy capitalism and leave government is
an impossibility; for as long a8 a body of men, no
matter who they be, possess power, they will use it
to their own advantage so as to perpetuate and
increase that power. And as the only effectual
way to this end is to own the means of lile and
thus hold the people in your power, be sure the
government will do so; whether as directors of the
docial-Democratic Republic or as nvowed capitalists
and believers in the sacred rights of property.

We are Anarchists b we have studied the
| tendencies of ‘evolution and see that all things
advance from the simple to the complex, from
slavery to freedom. Because we see that every-
thing in the universe is built upon the Anarchist
principle of free individuals freely co-operating to
produoce one great whole. Because we see that the
principle of solidarity, of each for all and all for
each, of what is good for all being good for the
individual and vice versa, is the great law of nature.
Because we soe that for a man to be happy he must
be free, and that to be free he must be governed by
no one, either for his so-called good or otherwise,
that he must alone be responsible for his action-,

dense for the benefit of Free Society readers:

“The bread tax alone i8 not a sufficient cause of the
riots in Italy. It was the occasiori rather than the
cauve of the outbreak, 7The canse must be looked for
in the financial policy pursued by the Italian states-
men during the past 25 years. It has been character-
ized by an ever incressing demand in taxes. Yesr
by year the public debt, with the interest on it, has
increased enormously. In 1861 Italy’s national debt
was £125,000,000 and at the present moment it is close
upon £510,000,000. In addition to the national debt
are the debts of the provinces and communes. These
amounted to £54,000,000 in 1892, having increased at
the rate of £200,000 a year since 1882, Between 1881
and 1891 the local taxation rose from £24,000,000 to
£31,000,000, an increase of 28 per cent. The Italian
tax burden is over 50 per cent heavier than in France
and nearly double that of England. The indirect
taxes are those which oppress the mass of the people.
The chief of these are the customs, the taxes of mann-
facturer’s and salt and tobaeco monopolies. Between
1888 and 1892 the increased duties caused the average
annual consumption of salt to {all from 22 pounds per
head to 14 pounds. In many districts the peasantry
are reduced to & diet of boiled herbs without salt,
while in Sardinia the common loaf usually consists of
two parts of meal to one part of earth. Because the
ever growing d ds of the gov upon the
product of the sgriculturist’s labor, vast areas of land
ave going out of cultivation and emigration is steadily
on the increase.”

Not & word does the News say of Anarchist or Social-

I will start with & trapalstion of the word. An. |that he alone can judge what is good and proper
archy is & Greek word, and-méans No-government. for himself to do, and that he can only attain this
Thus we are in favor of no government: snd why? | state when freed from government in every form
Becsuse we have read’ history and seen that it is |and shape. Humanity no longer needs to be led,
but one long blood-stained page, ever repeating the All it demands, in order to evolve towards & higher

same tale: that of the masses slaving, suffering an
dying, to procure enjoyment, plenty, power, an

4| state is liberty complete and absolute; and that it
d | can only attain under Ansrchy, that is the ahsence

safety, for the few, and these few constitute the of government in every form.—T. Gamp.

government. Look

into the annals of ancient

¢ o o ¢ @

ist agitation, but calmly gives the public figures and
facts that prove the veins of Italy are being drained
dry by a set of pires, who have ty ised, robbed
and murdered in the sacred name of the law for the
past 25 years. One would think that the Inter-Ocean
that has drawn such pathetic pietures of “Suffering
Cuba,’”” might condone & little robbing of breadshops,
breaking of windows, burning of palaces, or even the
hanging of some of those sleek Italian statesmen,
when one considers how they—‘‘the mob”—have
lacked both bread and salt; how for long years they

|have toiled in wretchednees, while their statesmen

]
THE ITALIAN REVOLT. ‘
y e s robbed t f milli ’ ions i

mean ruthlessly killed off to build pyramids in honor | The Chicago Inter-Ocean declared in an editorial not ! nnﬁmhen:! om: ilions atx!x) : ﬁf‘lxx:en‘noa; o‘f\:n sh:npe :(

of the kings. Read the history of ancient Greece, | lop, that the revolt in Italy was not caused alto- | A 5
and you will find the masses slaves, and the few, ge;ge?oéy the high price of bread, but rather by the le;::l:::' ml:u!t lo‘::‘;:: f:::: ‘;?: lffz:rzc:nd :cw' ;'
free sovereign citizens. Turn to the feudal ages,| pernicious agitation of Anarchiste and Socialists Wb°!§nagic ’;vords “lnnmhiat‘ .g““ﬂe;n (;:sio i’; th
and you will find the working classes, the peasants, | always seize the opportunity to spread their eeditious % knaves to frighten fools), and forever diag::ces i(’l
who created all the wealth of the land, treated as ideas among the people in timee of want and scarcity | o5lymns by condoning the murder of men, women and
slaves, only allowed to live at the good-will of their of provisions. Whilst the Inter-Ocean deplored the | jjttle children. As to the cause of the ra'volt the in-
overlord whose word was law, and who made them shooting of men, women m_ld 'childmn whe were on | telligent reader must judge for himsel.
work gratis for him and only allowed them a few the verge of starvation, still it felt called upon G cou- | gaplingers Mills, Mo.
2 gratulate the Italian government on the summary
; months in the year to 'iw‘k for themselves; and | || o0 her in which it had crushed the rebellion, for had | *t 609

then we come to modern times, and We 8ee gOVeID- | the rioters succeeded a reign of terror, bloodshed and | TWO PICTURES FRON LIFE,

The Tribune, the leading local organ of plutocracy,

ment still in force, and with it its necessary cor-| pillage would have followed.
Nice sentimente to be waited from the ‘‘land of the printe July 17, from its New York correspondent the

Egypt, and you will see hundreds and thousands of

Kate AvsTiN,

rollary—slavery—in a more cruel form than ever.
For now-a-days machinery has placed the worker | free” to far off Italy. But nothing better can be ex- following:

absolutely in the power of the capitalist, who can pected from & press that belongs body and brains t0 . pjerpont Morgan’s dog, Hig Nibs, value $3000
throw thousands out of work, and who, making use | M&mmon, ,“““ fills columns with fourth of July ora- | was burried today. The burrial was to take place the
of these unemployed masses and the keen competi- tions, dilating on the glories of a free republic, wrested | day before, but then Morgan was prevented to attend.
tion thus brought about amongst the workers, can from monarchy’s stronghold by brave ancestors who The corpee of the dog lay in & casket lined with silk.

. 2 - | The burrial place is situated on one of the t beau-
B . < X had far less cause for rebelling against their govern- . p 18 most beau
dictate his own terms, reducing wages to starvation| ... yo, the Hallsn people 5 tiful spote on the banks of the Hudson. Many mour-

! ; ) . Yet their | ners attenedd the burri e
\  ponk and, ‘f the p?ople, driven w‘deispaut, '?bel'f defeat is & matter for congratulations by this same had hee:;en gr‘iat !ivo:rlga;n":;:: f’v:;)r;:nmi?ou?;:ﬁ?
" 'Fsmg st.arvguon as his weapon and biding his time, | pregs, It is remarkable that a press which finds the | Itis understoot}, that wpon the grave shall be erected
eure of victory so long as the people, blinded by| English language inadequate to exprees its hatred of e Maltese cross.” So far the Tribune.
N\ orance resort to passive means alone. “But,”|the Spanish government and eympathy for Cuba, | A few days before this burial of the dog the New
! yol may eay « this is capitalism, not government.” | should reverse these sentiments where the Italian goy- York Times brought the lollowing local news:
But \ghence do the capitalist derive their power? | ernment and its rebels are concerned. Execrating
overnment. Government, which, the in-| Spain for starving non-combatants and shooting rebels “% ' ;
stant 1abRr shows signs of revolting, sends out its and endorsing the d'mbohf:ul marders of the Italian i;:iggﬁl:g:ﬁ"b:szfsi ;t;)ro;li:’e;z:ij::je g(;":l::’l’;ﬂi
lice to hludgeon and shoot the “ mab;” government! Inconeistencies l.lke these prove that!month she had slept with her children in cellars and
the American Newspaper Trust is p d of neither on roofs. For days they had lived of the slops of the
§ h 1 ) honor, decency or the faintest conception of the mean- | swill-barrels.” _—_—
to mehtally chlgroform the people. And this must | i of liberty. Diegusted I sought elsewhere for the —Wonder if it is not about time to ghange the “divine
always be the case; ff”' what is the object of 20v- | cause of the Italian revolt; it was found in the follow- | order” of society into 8 human one.—Chicago Arbeiter
ernment? To govern, i. e. t0 ogerce the masses in |ing, taken from the London News which I will con- | Zeitung.

“Mother and children are dying of starvation. }rs. -
ton, with an infant in her arms and two boys

army and
and which myintains a huge army of black police
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OUR MOTTO.

We will speak out, we will be heard,
Though a1l earth's systems Orack |
We will not bate & single word,
Nor take a letter back.

We speak the truth, and what care we
For hiseing and for scorn,

While some faiut gleamings we can see
01 freedom’s coming morn?

Let liara fear, lot cowards shrink,
Let traftors turp away:

Whatever we have dared t» think
That dare we als0o say.

—James Russell Lowell,

* ¢ & 4 ¢

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Owing to the negligence of the many subscribers
in arrears we are compelled to issue four pages until
we are out of our indebted Those read whose
subscriptions have expired are hereby again notified
to let us know whether they are out of employment or
do not care to receive the paper any longer, otherwise
their names will be taken off the list. If half of the
subscriptions due had been paid, we would have had
no difficulty in defraying the current expenses.

¢ e o =22

“Who now possestes Hawaiian bonds,” says an
exchange, ‘‘has made a good business. These bonds
when issued were sold for 30, but they cannot be bad
at par since the tion of the islands. Qur gov-
ernment has assumed the responsibility of $4,000,000
indebtedness of Hawaii and is under obligation to
redeem the bonds immediately after the annexation.
where are those forjunate possessors of these
bonds who made this h and profitable busi
witk: provident Uncle 8sm? To scswer this question
one needs only to call to mind that the law-
makers sit in Washington at the fountain of political
wisdom and were posted sooner than the common
mortals on the event, quently could
safely speculate in Hawaiian bonds with sure pros-
pecta to have the investment returned with usurious
intesest. To achieve their end swiitly and with cash
money, the government granted $2,000,000 indirect
taxes, i. e. they granted themselves and their rear-rank
men higher revenues and annuities. The consumer
can now at every purchese afford himselt the pleasure
of figuring out how much he has contributed toward
the redemption of Hawaiian and other miraculoug
bonds.”’

e © &

The Social Democratic Herald of Chicago deplores
the fact that so many Bocialists are yet utopian enough
to try to put their ideas in practice by co-operating
and colonizing, and predicts that all such attempts are
doomed to be a failure, because society is not **purified
within.” Now if those ** purified within" (1 suppose
the writer means those that have a clear conception of
Socialiem), cannot practice in a small scale Socialism
and improve their condition to a certain extent, socie-
ty a8 a whole will never practice Socialism either, for
the revolation of society is a matter of growth and
practice must go hand in hand with theories, and that
such attempts often fail does not. in the least prove the
jmpossibility, but simply that either the participants
had not & clear conception of their ideal or that the
condicions were unfavorable. This may alsc be ap-

plied to Anarchist colonies.
* & 0

Gov. Leedy of Kansas has pardoned two Aunarchists,
Henry Everts and Jalias Bernarding, who where con-
victed of ‘‘grand larceny” and sentenced for three
years imprisonment. They have been in the peniten-
tiary fifteen months. The Board of Pardons in recom-
mending their release states that the two men had

_ climbed into an open box car during & rain aund taken
“six oranges from a hox that had been broken open by
some hoboes. The reaeon for this outrageou® sentence
becomes apparent when the daily papers state that

‘“ these men "vqn known as Anarchiste by their infip-
ence ng the foreign miners during strikes.” Bat it
comnsences to dawn upon the minds of some editors
that the Anarchists are merely persecated in the
interest of those who bate to be distarbed in their
game of robbing their elaves, lor thiese men were well-
known in the mining districts for their intelligence
and skill. An exchange in spesking of the case eaye:
““To compare these two men wiih murderers and bomb
throwers is insulting, malicious and devilish, and done
for political reasons oaly The State Mine
Inspector saw some of the work of the two men in the
mine, and"he eays, that if for nothing else than the
excellent work performed by them in the mine, they
ought to have beep released long sgo. They had been
taken from the face to the timber work and In-
spector MeGrath claims that it is the finest piece of
timber work in any mine in the state.”’
* & &

The following clipping throws some gruesome light
on the condition of the dependents of thp men who
voluntered to fight for the freedom of the Cubans.

“There was a baby born yesterday morning in Den-
ver. A baby whoee father is away at the front, fight-
ing for his country. The little creature who came into
the world yesterday morning is just twelve inches long
and weighs only four pounds.

“‘There where no clothes waiting for it, not & shred. |
And there are none yet. Last night the baby was still |
wrapped in a piece of flannel. When this t ny daughter i
of a soldier came into the world, her mother lay upon
a feather tick, with no sheet under her. The tick was
6lthy and sour, but there was no money to buy an-
other, and if it were taken away the woman would
have lain on bare slats. She had neither sheets nor
pillow cases on her bed of pain, and over her was an
old comfort that had been taken from the children’s
bed to put over her. The children, three of them, lay
upon & straw tick, with never a shred of beddinguncer
or over them. This is the condition that one soldier
bas left behind him, and this the picturethat has]
baunted him on the blue waters of the pacific.

*‘8ad features of the picture can be duplicated in
many cases among the families of the boys in blue.
Grim want stalks among them. Empty larders greet
their eyes, and the bitter alternative of starvation or
pablic charity stare them in the face.”

No doubt the father of this unfortunate babe, wearied
by fruitless efforts to secure work as a  soldier of in-
dustry ” as a last resort voluntered(?) as * a soldier of

freedom.” '
How the powers that benefit by this war are using
their soldiers is seen in the employment of cheap
Chinese seamen on government transports and Chi-
nese glave labor in the manufacture of soldiers uni-
forms. Had this soldiers wife applied for work on
uniforms she would have been bluntly informed that
the contractors were attending to it; and they are—
for the benefit of the contractore and those who let
the contracts.
* ¢ o

Another of the many stories has found publicity in
Philadelphia. A young woman, Mrs. Raymond Her-
man, with three little children was found in destitu-
tion—with nothing to pay rent and provide food, while
her husband had enlisted on account of being out of
work and pennilees.

o ¢ @
The attitude of the miners at Pana, I11., is encourag-
ing. All the tricks and schemes of the mineowners to
work the mines with scabs have resulted ina complete
failure, due to the resistance of the miners. True,
brute force of the government will again conquer, but
it may teach the miners that nothing short of expro-
priation of the mines will settle their grievances.

* & @

For the past five months the miners of Lafayette
have been on strike and go far there are no prospects
of settlement. 1t was agreed by both the miners and
owners to submit the controversy for arbitration and
abide by the decision of the State Board of arbitra-
tion. The Board decided in favor of the miners and
ordered the companies to comply with the decision,
but the later refused. This ought to show the miners
that the laws are not made to be abided by the rich,
but 1 fear they will keep on for awhile howling for
more and better laws, and | see noreason why the
sl rivers should not use the whip which the foolish
,a‘(::i;l into their hgnds.

¢ & O

Here it a paragraph, taken from Geo. McDonald's
“ A Landman’s yarn” iu the Truth Seeker, which
indicates that Saint Anthony ie not althogeter free
from sin:

Somewhere down the coast, Captain Latham pointed

out to me an indentation on the shore that marks the

place where Squan creek delivers.its tribute wave to
the Atlantic. 1 view gpot with more than passin|
interest, as I inferred that somewhere up Squan cree
would be found Squan village, the home of that un-
fortunste damsel Miss Ella Bender. How man times
in the past twenty years, through her unwise but too
abiding affection” for Anthony Comstock, has Miss
Bender found herself in need of & true friend, and
appealed to the physicians of New York to help her
out of her trouble.  How deep has been her interest in
sexual physiology, how intense‘her Malthusianism!
v e e

“ Direct legislation is employed throughout Switzer-
land, and the people have destroyed the power of the
legislator for personal ende; they bave made it easy
at any, time to alter or change their Federal constitu-
tions, and have simplified their form of government;
they hold their public officers responsible direct to
their constituencies as servants and not as tools to
legislative corruptionists, who maintain an expensive
fobby about the halls of the legislature to buy men’s
soule and enslave the people through vicious legisla-
tion. They have defeated monopolies,” etc. Thus
speaks a prominent advocate of Direct Legislation, and
a credulcu§ reader will come to the conclusion that
Switzerland has solved the labor problem. Bat I am
a sceptic and I would like to ask what about the desti-
tution among the poor in Switzerland; the suicides
committed an account of privation and want of em-
ployment? Why the comparatively large emigration
from that beautiful land? And, finally, why the fre-
quent strikes of the workingmen? At present there
are 800 carpenters in Bern and Geneva on a strike,
Will the advocates of Direct Legislation explain why
all those grievances in Switzerland?

o o o
1 wouid like *to call attention to Peter Kropotkin’s
article  Anarchism: its Philosophy snd Ideal”” mow
running through Free Society. Those that confront us
constgntly with the apology that we cannot practice
to any extent what we preach, and that it is useless
to criucise our actions, may profit by reading it care-
fully. I will only quote the following:
“It is evident that so profound a revolution pro-
ducing itself in people’s minds cannot be confined to
the domain of ideas without expanding to the sphere
of action . . .. . . there is no abyss between thought
and action, at least for those who are not used to
modern sophistry. Conception is already & beginning
of action.” ®

¢ ¢ 0

Having lately received several letters from new
readers which express praise that we do not advocate
violence as a remedy for our social evils, I take again
oceasion to state that Anarchists never have advorated
such non-gensical course, knowing full well that vio-
Jence used simply to change masters is of no avail.
But the slaves have a right to revolt, to defend them-
gselves against the cruelties and sufferings inflicted
upon them by the monster of government and capital«~
iam ; the workers have a right to life and happiness,
and when these are denied them by those who have
robbed the producers of the products of their toil, the
latter have a right to expropriate ali that which in
taken from them by fraud, violence and force, called
“law and order.” And this cannot be achieved by
peaceable means, for, those that pdssess the earth will
never yield their power by persuasion, go the time is
approaching—faster as many think—when the con-
flict between slaves and masters will reach the climax,
and the more the former is prepared for this battle the
better it will be for humanity in general. Already we
see that the larger cities prepare themselves for street
battles (Los Angelos equipped the police only recently
with rifles), and prudence ought to prompt the work-
ere to do likewise as a matter of self-preservation.
Had the non-aggressive and unarmed Hazleton miners

greedy coal barons would find it more difficalt in the
future to secure willing tools. Ounly after we b
abolished governments with its polica, ite armies, its
prisons, its lawe and gods will strife ¢. \se and human-
ity attain happiness. AL

* ¢ ¢ * 9

A NEW DECLARATION OF INEDENDEN -CF
According to the Coming Era, Dalla 41 B8,

which, by the way, is the most fearleds as out-

spoken reform paper of this country, “a :;?Anu
live gathering of social reformers, produce# wage-
workers and industrialists asse: led‘j n Waco,
Texas, on July 4, and a new Deglaraton of Inde-
/
/

been prepared to annihilate the deputy sheriffs when
they were attacked by these tools of monopoly,y
e

’
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pendence was adoptaed which every Anarchist could
endorse if he believed that society could be fevolu-
tionized by a declaration of principles. Here it is:

DECLARATION OF |XDEPENDENCE.

There comes a time in the affairs of men and nations
‘when & combination of desp conti pel
the suspension of conv ! habits of thought and
action, by which obedience is yielded to the estab-
lished authority and forces definite and radical action
on other lines, to the end that liberty, justice and do-
mestic tranquility be restored to mankind.

We have reached such a crigis in onr pational his- th

tory. The time hae come when we must act for the
defense of those sacred principles of buman liberty,
roclaimed by the founders of the American Republic.

e hold with them that all men are created free and
equal, and have the inalienable right to life iiberty
and the persuit of happiness; and that the ’ at right
of every people is that of self-government. ~ henever
a government becomes destructive of the 1i' «rty, hap-

piness and general welfare of any portion of the people
subject thereto, it is the ri]ght of that peopl- however
few in numbers or humble in social station,  with-
draw themselves from its operation, and to cease their
allegiance, forming such new associations as they shall
deem most compatible with their own interests and
welfare.

We declare that all human association should be
{ree, and should rest upon the consent and mutual
agreement of all ite members alike. No majority, how-
ever numerous, can have the right to compel the mi-
nority, however few its nnmbers, to yield submission
to an association that is obnoxious to the inclination,

" desire and happiness of the said minority. Therefore,
*-al association or government founded upon coercion
and force is antagonistic to liberty, equity and justice.

We therefore declare it to be our natural and inal-
ienable right as a free, sovereign and independent peo-
ple, to withdraw in & peaceable manner our allegiance
to the constituted authority known as the government
of the United States, and to dissolve the political con-
nections that have heretofore existed between our-
selves and those of our fellow citizens who may con-
tinue their allegiance to said government.

But we hold that so important a step as that now
consummated should not bé taken in undue haste,
and withont a presentation to the world of the-e rea-
sons that impel and justily thie action: the.efore we
submit to the impartial fudgement of mankind a list
of those grievances which have impelled ue to this ac-
tion.

The ¢aistiny political regime is & class oligarchy, in

. whick:ine power of money combined with political
corruption is triumphant, and the masses of the peo-
ple are practically and effectusally denied a voice in the

dmini i J tional affoirs. The civil power is

at y in the | of theuwealthy clase, and is
used to further the interests of that claes ; and to crush
the righte and liberties of the people.

The history of the present government of the United
Btates is a record of aggreesion and tyranny written in
deeds of infamy too openly flagrant for denial.

1t bas enacted legisiation favorable to class interests
and destructive of the wellare of the niasses of the

e. .

It hae by legislation fostered great corporations of
organized capi
mssses of the nation,

It has so framed the financial laws of the country
that a privileged class of bankerse and capitalists ate
eua‘ble(? to control the circulating medium of the na-
tior, which has resulted in the rapid and unparalleled
concentration of wealth in the hands of a few, and the
creation of poverty, destitution and misery of the

masses.

It has destroyed the coinage of silver, by which the
people have been deprived of more thac one hali of
their circulating medinm of exchange, resulting in an
enormous increase of the purchasing power of money,
and the necessary decresse of the price of labor and
all labor products, to the aggrandizement of the mon-
eyed clase and the injury of the producing class.

It has thus crippled the national finances in order to
supply the resulting deficit in the national revenue by
issuing bonds, which are held by foreign and domes-
tic banking syndicates, and for which the people must
be annually taxed for the payment of interest; and
the existence of ‘these bonds mean nothing less than
the perpetual slavery of the American people to the
bond-holders. A national bond is a mortgage on the
people, held by the moneyed corporations, and by the
issue of these bonds the existing government has” sold
the nation into national slavery.

It has openly and flagrantly trampled upon the con-
stitutional- safe-guards of the people by suppressing
{ree speech and free press.

% _ It has refused to consider the demands of the pro-

«ducers for relief, and when members of the producing

tlase have entered into a contest with their employers

0 secure more favorable conditions or better wages,
the'¢ivil power has been freely used to protect the

>, Property privileges or wealth, but never to defend the
“.righta'ef labor.

“,Ameri, an citizene have been imprisoned and barbar-
outlly put to death at the demand of the class oli-
garciey . notably in Chicago Nov. 11, 1887, in the case
of ATe®rt R. Parsons and his four companions. The

Power of the government is repeatedly use{
the wage workers into obedience to their
employers) but never to protect the producers them-
selves from b€ sgaression of capitalism.

The United\Stated has ceased to he a representative
epublic, and ity people are face to face with the tyr-

, and aided them in plundering the h

anny of ‘sbsolatism in its most hideous form—govern-
ment by injunction. Today the courts, by the assamp-
tion of this new and frightful principle of absolatiem,
are the real political power, and tgeir despotic sway
has consummated the final overthrow of our political
om.
he murder of twenty-two American wage workers
at Hazelton, Pa., by the official representatives of the
gﬂvsrnmemt, was the most cowardly, inexusable and
rutal crime recorded in the annals of human history,
and this fearfnl deed ws=s done hy direction of the con-
stitated authority and in execttion of the mandates of
injunction. When such a deed ie boldly euacted by
he officials of & government without rebuke or pua-
ishment, it is time for the people to repudiate such
government and to act for their common eecurity.

The existence of political corraption is universal.
Elections under the present political order are farcial,
Organized wealth, by the means of political corrup-
tion, ®verywhere dominates, and tiie masses are help-
lese in their contest with the power of capitalism. The
highest officials of the nation are elected openly by
the use of money, and elections have become a con-
ventional facre.

A country which possesses natural opportunities
sufficient for all its people, should never witneee the
spectacle of poverty, hunger and nakedness, which is
pnow the portion of a vast majority of this American
people. Such a condition is the creation of class pri-
vilege, and can only be abolished byestablishing a
new social order.

Therefore, in convention assembled, this 4th day of
July, 1898, we declare that all allegiance to the politi-
cal organization styled the government of the United
States, is dissolved, and that we as a sovereign and
independent people, no longer recognize the authority
of this so-called government, so far as we are con-
cerned; and we appeal to our fellow citizene of Amer-
ica to unite with us in the formation of the Go-opers-
tive Commonwesalth of Americs, to the end thet lib-
erty, prosperity and self-government may be restored
to the American people

non-residents, by all corporations, by the government,
and by individuals holding land out of use for specu-
lative purposes, are null and void, and that such land
belongs of right to the people who desire to use it, and
occupancy and use is the only natural and just title to
ite possession.

e declare that taxation without consent i robbery,
and that it is the right of the people to refuse its pay-
ment.

We declare t! at all groynd-rent is unjuet and we
call upon the tenant farmers and tillere of the soil
everywhere to join with us in a refusal to pay «uch
tribute to unjost monopoly.

We agk the industrial masses of America to unite
with us in the establishment and maintenance of the
free Co-operative Commonwealth, called into existence
by this Declaration of Independence.

We declare that the Co-operstive Commonwealth of
America is & national federation, de facto and de jure,

rfect in all its parts, and covstitating a free and

ndependent Sovereignty, self constituted and self gov-
erning, owing allegiance to no government, State or
political power. And for its maintenauce as a sov-
eign and independént power among the nations of the
earth, we piedge our lives, our fortunes and our sacred
onor.

It is really gratifying to see such sentiments
expressed in a convention of American workingmen
who inaugurated a new movement called the Free
Co-operative Commonwealth, and if the organiza-
tion is able to keep out red tape and officialism it

A that 1 had the wings of & dove.”
We. declare thet all lind titles now bield by alien | > P4 the wingvol & dove

all matals, or eelling th lves to the government for
$13 a month, with the knowledge that they them-
selves, on their return, to patriotic work (some usefal
occupation) will have to pay their share of Uncle
Sam’s' munificent wages, which they received for a few
months, they could demand and ontain land for use,
as the only title to its possession, then society wonld
i be {ree, workers free to think of something beside the
bread and butter question, parasites free to starve or
think what useful eccapation would be most suitable
for their wonderful intellects, filling up their spare
| mements by musing on the unutterable folly of those
| who produced sll the wealth of the world, in having
| allowed themselvee to be robbed during all the past
| centuries,
Free production and exchange, and freedom from
|government, would follow as natural conditions, thus
bringing ue to the ‘‘take therefore no thouyht for the
jmorrow,” the happy condition of free’ consumption ;
|enjoyed by those happy creatures whose market price
|is “*two for a farthing,” and moreover, “'none of which
| fall on the ground without ‘Our Father's’ knowledge,”
|and supposed by the superstitous who still attend
1church, by “Our father's” p e-arrangement, we poor
| benighted workere wonder why “Ouar Father” allows
the one millione to own all the land, leaving the sev-
enty-five million landless; and to starve, unless the
one million rob us by putting us to work. It would
‘b@ kind of “Our Father’ to re-make us into BPATTOWS
|valued at three half pence a dozen, but with the un-
| speakable bleesing of liberty—an easy undertaking too,

for omnipotence, but, who by the way, ignored the

|request of that ambitious fellow who exclaimed “Q
Kivaaorn-Jonzs,
D A )

WHAT ONE MAN CAN DO.

The Farmer’s Voice, of 334 Dearborn St., Chicago,
is a paper of large circulation. In its “Farmer's Fore
um” it gives short urticles from farmers on every sub-
ject. I bave tried it with a few and found that, unlike
many other papers proffering space to writers, it really
kept its word. Qo May 28 it printed from me
‘“Bocialiem, Agriculture and Liberty,” in which I de-
nounced Socialism and favored sgricuiture and the lib-
erty attendant upon Anarchy. In its issue of June
18 it printed from me “Socialists Practically Consid-
ered,” which was & reply 10 a long lettar I received
from J. L. Traughber, of Goldenrod, Texas, in reply to
my firet letter in the Voice. Mr. Traughber is one of
the most aggressive Socialists I have ever met with,
and I also eent answer to him in his county seat paper,
the Spectator, of Wharton Texas; but a copy thereof
has not arrived, as yet. {

The Farmer's Voice again published me on July 9.
Thies time it was ‘A Model Anarchist Farmer,”” and
the farmer is J. C. Barnes, of Hindsboro, 1., with
whom I became earnestly interested upon reading his
article descriptive of himself as a peaceful Anarehist
in Free Society of June 12 The editor felt that this
was rather too good to be true of an Anarchist and

will prove to be a new phase in the history of the
American labor movement. AL
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FREE AIR, FREE WATER AND FREE LAND.

Air is free because monopolists have not yet been
able to corner it, except to the limited extent of over-
crowding in cities caused by the greed of landlords.

Free water in boldly advocated by Dr. E. W. Hil- |
gard, dean of the department of agriculture of the
State University. On his return to Berkley from his
mission to the first national conference of authorities |
on irrigation, held in Denver, Colo., July 12 and 13, |
he eaid : |

“‘California, as the oldest irrigation State, having |
the most experience to draw from, had, perbaps, the |
most facts to supply to less delibrateions. It was the |
general opinion that there ie a very large amount of |
over-irrigation, The special trouble now encountered |
is that arising from the abuses of private water righte. |
There should be no private ownership. The principle
should be universal established and recoguized that
the people in common own the water and that actnal |
use i8 the only title to its possession. That would |
prevent those who can’t use from hoarding. It is the
duty of the State to prevent waste.”

Prof. Hilgard’s words are applicable, in every respect |

delso; it is the dygy of the (people in the) State to |
prevent waste of land and water. If the people would ‘
concentrate their energies on the two most neceseary |
conditions for their freedom, instead of risking their I
lives in the Klondike searching for the most useless of

~

said, “We ghould like to have a verdict from his neigh-

{bors.” 1 trust that Mr. Barnes will at once avail of
| the opportunity offered and send to the Voice for pub-

lication all peeded information. In my letter I con-
trasted the sympathetic attitude of Bolton Hall with

! the lunatic branding of Ingersoll.

The San Francisco Star of June 4 took occassion to

| quote a paragraph from my letter in Farmer’s Voice of

May 28, in which Anarchy was preferred above Social-
ism. So it seems the Single Tax “tar has more sym-
pathy for Anarchism than Socialism.

A.I. seke me in Free Society of June 19, “It would
be quite interesting if Livesey could point out when
Anarchists ever pursued a ‘bomb and blood prong-
ganda’.” I thought I had many points in this line ;
but ae Anarchists have denied them sll and as the
present general tendency seems to be for reform throngh
peaceful and persuasive methods, I gladly accept the
situation and trust it will be maintained.

[n the Vineland, New Jersey, Independent of June
24, I had a letter on “Compulsory ve. Voluntary Taxa-

| tion,”” which was iu defense of a Mr. Weaver of that

town who wae imprisoned for the non-payment of g

| poll tax.

In the Review, of Tuscols, 111, of June 24, I sought
to show my high appreciation of J. C. Barnes. The
Review also expressed ite doubte on Mr. Barnes’ An-
archy and Yuoted from the Ledger, of Oakland, 111, on
Mr. Barnes as a Single Taxer chiefly. As Mr. Barnes
bas already said he wrote Anarchy for his county
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papers ae well se talked it, I am waiting to see him
publisly or privately inform me fuether of his status.
1 would, indeed, be very sorry to find that he calls
preaching Bingle Tax preaching Anarchy.

In the Independent, of Rockland, Mass., I had “A
New Ansrchy” on June 24. The editor, & miss, com-
plimented the letter as one near her own ideal. Her|
paper is reported to me as being the foremost reform
peper in the Old Bay state. Like mysell, she aleo be-
lieves that Conscience is God to man.

In the famous old Boston Investigator of June 25, I
had “Anarchism, Socialism, Liberty.” This article
has drawn queries from several Freethinkers, among
them being R. Wade, of 1354 Newton St., Los Angeles.
He seems to wonder how it is I can call Anarchists
peacefnl. I trust all peaceful Ansrchists will at omce
correspond with bim and I especially commend him to
Mr. Barnes. Another man wrote me from Massachu-
peotts stating that his attention was first called to An-
archy a few years since in the Arena and if it promised
peaceful fruits he wanted to study it up. I sent him
some reading mstier and I suggested to Comrade J. T.
Small, of Provincetown, Maes., to attend to his needs
—this I learn he has done and sent the inquirer “In-
stead of & Book.” Thus we see the desirability of get-
ting reform views before new people through new
papers. Every inquirer must be followed up until he
is either won or lost to the caunse.

Equity, of Banta Barbara, Cal,, is & paper that I
have found very ready to give space to all reforms,
although professedly, I believe, & Populist paper. In
its issue of June 23, it gave from me “‘A Glance at the
Reforms” and, among them, Anarchy—another hear-
ing among strangers, it will be seen.

As s paragrapher for the Centreville (Md.) Record,
1 gave Anarchy, Bolten Hall apd Mr. Barnes a “‘puff”’
in its issue of July 9.

Thomsas Bpckman, of Marshfield, Oregon, had been
digporting himeelf as a Socialist in the Farmer’s Voice
of May 28, and in the Coast Mail, a Republican paper
of hie town, of July 2, I told Mr. Buckman that “A
Very Little Bocialism Will Do.” I always like to
beard & lion in his den.

Facts is the largest weekly in Colorado. Its good
motto is “‘A single Fact is worth a folio of Argument,”
which has slways been my motto, and I would here
ssy that if the writers of arguments for Free Society
could do as I am here doing and give us some of the
facts of their work, interest and earnestnesa for work
might be increased. In Facts of July 9, I stated that
¢‘the Philcsophicsl Anarchista are the liveliest foes of
the Socialists,” and ridiculed Socialist colonizati I
ended, “‘let us see what we will see,” and since the
article was written, news comes of the utter split of
the Socialists at Chicago and the starting of a new
paper by the bolters—the Social Democratic Herald,
with office at 519 E. 66th St., Chicago. Debas is in the
bolting party and they go forth without a cent, and
their first cry is give. give!

Facts did 8 generous thing in ite issue of July 9
‘Under the heading of ‘“What It Costs to Be a Reform
er,” it gavea good advertisement of Free Society and
published in full the card of A.J. Pope, of Poriland,
Oregon, who was recently released from jail. I must
send my mite to the old brother of eighty at once,

On June 20, I rent ““Anarchists, Bolton Hall, Inger-
soll and Comstock” to the New York Truth Seeker,
with a stamped envelope to send the same to Bolton
Hall if not scceptable for publication. Mr. Hall got it
and showed it to the famous Dr. R. Leverson, the old
doctor whom Comstock recently sued for $50,000 for
defamation of his character. Comstock was awarded
six cents, enough to make any decent man forever re-
tire fromn public notice. In the above heading, Mr.
Hall hardly considered himsell in congenial society;
Dr. Leverson thought so too; but I must tell them re-
formers must feel perfectly at home among all clasees
of men. I knofthat Mr. Hall does not consider Lim-
gelf a full-fledged Anarchiet and I know that he has
very little in common with either Ingersoll or Com-
stock ; but, if published, I quwd the communication
to the Truth Seeker read by more than a few and I
knew that all friends and foes, alike, to Ansarchists,
Hall, Ingersoll and Comstock would read it, and I
knew that when it was read Mr. Hall would appear in

a correct light. As I understand Mr. Hall, hi itude
toward Anarchy is exactly the same as Anine. We
prefer to be called individualists at present; while, as

such, we are holding out aid and encouragement to
peacefyl and philosophical Avarchy. What Mr. Hall
has slready written for Free Society is abundantly suf-
ficient for my conclusions regarding him and I would

~ - b
be mymybﬂedthmei;h’erh.m!!r.’&m«hnu
written anything for the: papér which they are
ashaj for the whole world to know. For myself,

S {1 4

10 THE LOVERS OF LIBERTY!

The present critical position of governments, and
the deplorable industrial condition of the toiling

when' [ say that 1 have written my local papers in
favor of Amparchy and that I have sent out literature
on the subject, I mean exactly what I say—my mil-
lionaire relatives know exactly what I do, as well as
the readeds of Fros Society. By the by, I am very
poor myesif and live in a house that I rent for $8 per
month! *‘Let us be honest,” as Ingersoll vainly eays.

T'wounid commend to all Anarchists The New Chrie-
tiatity, a Swedenburgian monthly, of Ithaca, N. Y.
It bas lately given long articles from leading An-
archists and the present July issue has in it from my
pen “*A Peaceful and a Promising Anarchy,” which
the editor, 8. H. Spencer, thanked me for sending.

I am indebted to Dr. C. E. Nichols, of 19 Cortes St.,
Baston, for many Anarchistic and reform papers I am
unable to subscribe for. He takes a long list of these
papers and makes a business of sending them out
merked fo parties whom he thinks they will benefit.
This is an admirable plan for any man that has the
means while not being a writer along reform lines him-
eelf. Thus it is, there iz“a great work for all men to
pirform and every man can find something suited to
hiin if he desires.

Whenever I see an Anarchist getting space in an
ontside paper, I diately “‘play d fiddle” to
him in the same paper. A dozen men who would thus
follow each other up would create sn impression that
Anarchy was backed by its thousends all over the
country. In fact, it is the proper caper for the intro-
duction of any new thing. The Single Taxers are the
nearest my ideal in thie line, but I can give them a
few points extra for all.

Bolton Hall writes me admirably when he says: “‘I
think the ‘kingdom’ of God upon earth will be an An-
archistic one.” Of course it will—not Socialistic. We
sre hearing a great deal of Christian Socialists, but I
am partial to Christian Anparchists, although such a
party or sect has, as yet, been unknown. Christ was
{ar more of an Anarchist than he was a Socialist. In
my jons with the National Reform Association
—the God-in-the-Constitution party—I have been

masses, make it imperative on those who love lib-
erty to call into existence an organization to aid
them in their propaganda. Our ambition is to
bring together men and women determined to free
themselves and their fellows from the craft of poli-
ticians, the hypocrisy of priests and the despotism
of governments. Such an organization must be
world wide and operate on the people of the globe.
It must be secret, educational, lutionary and
devoid of every semblance of centralized power.
We, therefore, call upon the friends of human
liberty, who are without reverence for Church and
State, to write us a declaration of principles for
such an organization. Friends who comply with
this request will please forward all communications
to L. 8. Oliver, Sect’y, Maywood, Ill., with the un-
derstanding that all such declarations will be given
over to & committes, consisting of five representa-
tive radicals, who have passed through the fire and
have paid for their devotion to their fellow-men.
The declaration of principles chosen by said com-
mittee will be published in all radical papers.
Respectiully,
L. 8. OLIVER.
T. P. QuiNs.
C. PFUETZNER.
Committee.

Radical papers please copy.
e & & & o

AN APPEAL.

We inform ell those that are anxious to see Comrade
Berkman released that his case will be brought before
the Board of Pardons September 21, and will come
this time to a definite decison.

But. there are not yet sufficient means on hand to
defray the necessary expenses, and we therefore

told that the philosophy of my religion led to A hy

ppeal to ail friends and comrades to send in their

—and I grant that it does to a ‘‘heavenly Anarchy,”

a8 same Swedenburgian writers call it.

By the by, I see that Emma Goldmsn is in New
York. 1 trust that Bolton Hall has offered her the
hospitalities of his mansion while she stays there. I
took in @ poor tramp last night whom all the ministers
and pions people of thie town would not receive, and
when Emma comes here she can step in too, but as a
lady. If we cannot practice what we preach justa
little bit, let us shut up.

Mrs. Etta Semple, of Otiaws, Kan., sends me the

programme for the coming Free Thought convention
at her town. She alludes to Kansas as professing to
give to each individual the right to mental and relig-
ious liberty. I find, however, that Kaneas is a state
where compulsory education is in force; there is, con-
sequently, no mental liberty there as that compels the
mind to be trained in the conventional method of the
schools. Even the Socialists and metaphysicians are
confessing the humbuggery of Schoole. The Free Man
of Bangor, Me., for July quotes from the New Charter
at length on the subject. It says, in part, of scholars:
“The knowledge they are supposed to get becomes no
more & part of them than the stuffing of a baked fowl
is & part of the fowl.”
_ If any writer has given Free Society a better adver-
tisement thronghout the country than I have of late, I
would like him to send in his report that I may com
gratulate him upon his effort. Like the Mormon
elders, let us send to headquarters the details of what
we are doing in a practical way and dismiss theoriza-
tions and the building of castles.

Sykesville, Md. . Francis B. Livesey.
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The monarchiste of Holland are as bratally indif-
ferent to the welfare of the working people as their
fellow royalists in other countries. Recently three
gas-workers were suffocated while working in the
Rotterdam gas-works owned by the municipality.
Each of them left & widow and children under age.
The corporation after five hours’ deliberation refused
to give -¢hese families any compensation ** on princi-
ple.” It would not have cost more than 600 florins

a year for the three families, yet at the same sitting
60,000 florine was voted for the purpose of a feast on
the accession of the young queen to the throne.—
Commonwealth.
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mite immediatly. Let usdo sll we can at present.
We hope that our efforts will be rewarded with the
liberation of our young comrade.
Harzy Goroox, Treasurer,
P. HeBEIRT,
H. Bavss, } Secretaries.
73 Springgarden Ave. Allegheny Pa.
¢ e o 00
For New York,

A grand pic-nic has been d for next Sunday,
August 14, beginning at 10 o’clock a. m., by tha New
York Anarchist group at Fuehrer’s Jaeger Hotel,
North Beach Heights, Flushing Road, the proceeds to
be used for the establishment of & Free Reading Room.

Prizes given for bowling, shooting, and ladies’ and
children’ games.

Take 84th or 92nd Bt. Ferry, North Beach car to
Ehret avenue, from which it is five minutes walk.

TaE CoOMMITTEE.

¢ e 0 0@
The Berkman’s Rescue Fund.

Cash on hand from the last general report............... $894.35
From 8pring Valley, Ill... ............

Cigarmakers Unton No. 90......
Leserkreis, Tarentum, Pa
Mashinists Onion....

Iuternsationsl Grou

Expenses, GIWers........cccccraeiocinnenannd
To the lawyer to renew the case.

POBLAED ... oiiniios o wdsismnimsmnnansioin o>
Cash on hmrl
* 6 ¢ 9 @
PROPACAMDA FUND.
Week ending Satarday, July 8L,
P ds from an Enter in New York, $16.00

Group Proletariat, and Group] New Generation, New Y
each $6.00.
Notkin, Philadelphia, §12.20.
Emms Goldman by Vetity, §1.50
Baroes, Pshirer, Gamball, Johnson, Gruber,
Berkowitz, Nelson, each 50c.
La Fetra, Hampe, each 25c¢.




