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QODDESS OF LIBERTY, ANSWER!

Goddess of Liberty, listen!
g Listen, I say, and look
To the sound and sights of sorrow _
This side of Bandy Hook!
Your eye is searching the distanoce,
‘You are holding your toreh foo high
‘To 8e¢ the slaves who are fetiered,

Look on the haggard women,
Of all sex-graces shorn!
Look on the men—God help us!
1f this is what it means
To be men in the Land of Freedom
And live like mere machines!
Goddess of Liberty, anewer!
How can the slaves of Spain
Find fresdom under your banner,
While your own still wear the chain? -
Loud is the screech of your sagle
And boastful the voice of your drums,
But they do not silence the wall of despair,
‘That rises out of your slume.
What will you do with your conquests,
And how shall your hosts be fed,
While your streets are filled with desperate throngs,
Orying for work or bread?
—Ells Wheller Wilcox.
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THE GENERAL STRIKE AND THE REVOLUTION.
The tremendous ecommotion which some of the
of the past few years have prodaosd in the
organization proves they may be something far
important than a mere means of resisting the

ds of the mastere and of obtaining advantages

more or less transitory and illusory. The strike can
and will probably he tha starting point of the Social
Revolution at least in great industrial countries like
England and the United States, Anyhow it would be
the best of all the many possible starting points which

Eiodsliutu and Ansrchists could wish for the Revolu-
on,

The question often poses iteeli of how the Revolu- |
tion will come sbout. How shali we be able to dantm)"
this powerful organization of military and police which
protects the bourgeoisie. Where shsll we find the

strength and unity of action neceseary for victory?

A great spontaneons insurrection with the :vowed‘
object of overthrowing the government and expropri- |
ating the bourgeoisie is a very difficult, perhaps an ‘
impossible event, both on account of the mental eon- |
dition of the masses and the powerful means of pre-
vention and repression at the disposal of the governing
classes. Plots and conspiracies can only embrace s
very limited number of individuals and are usually
impotent to start & movement amongst the people of
eufficient importance to give a chance of victory. Iso-
lated movements, more or less spontaneous, are,
almost alwaye stified in blood before they have had |
time to acquire importance and become general.

One opportunity which might be used as a starting
point for the Social Revolution would be a war, any-
how in the conquered country, or some political agita-
tion of a section of the bourgeosie.

But war develops .patriotic hatreds and may result
in the people, wounded in their national pride, irri-
tated by the insolence of foreign soldiers, and obliged
besides to resist invasion, making common cause with
the Bourgeoisie and forget their own grievances. And
‘& political agitation presents the great danger of turn-
ing aside the people from the social question and mak-

\paralyzed the railway

ing it fraternize with the Revolutionary sectien of the
bourgeoisie which will not fail to make show of the
best intentions toward the proletariat.

Besides, wars and political agitations beconse daily
more improbable, for the bourgeoisie would derive no
great advantage from them * and has & growing fear of
the Social Bevolution and also because our propsgsnda
and thet of Socialists in general helps to meks them
impossible. | 2

Thus, while ready to 'svail curselves of any oppor-
tunity which may offer, and to use all mesns eompat-
ible with our principle and our object, we must seek
elsewhere the means of starting smongst the masses
the great movement which will sweep away the bour-
geols world, and the means which the events of the
day point to is—the general strike. :

A strike more or less genersal throughout one of the
great industries such as the mining or rgilway, with
the stoppage it would cause in independent industries,
would draw into the struggle enormous massee of peo-
ple and could with comparitive ease be converted into
& Revolution.

The government would mot be able, short of setting

public opinion agsinst it, to resort at onge to an ener-
getic military repression ; the people would have time
to get gradoally drawn into the movemeiit and under-
stand the neceseity for radical changes, and besides
one of the chief advantages would be that the question
would necesearily be in the realm of economics and its
solution would effect the very basis of socisl organiza-
tion.
But for a strike to have such results, the strikers
must, a8 the result of previous propaganda &nd through
the influence of a certain number of men among them,
be conscious of the goal to be obtained, understand
the full import of the niovement and consider them-
selvee as men struggling not for & small private inter-
est but in the interest of the whole proletariat.

A great strike before it can be converted into a Rev-
olation causes real suffering to the mases of the people
who are unwilling to undergo it in the in{crests of the
strikers unless it sees at the end of the struggle some
advantage for all. Besides there are always so many
men whom hunger drives to replace the atrikers that
this tends to create antagonism between the militant
section of the proietariat and those who would be most
immediately benefited by the Revolntion, snch as the
unemployed. The strikers must understand this and
conduct themselves go as to draw along with them the
whole population, including the seabs.

A few facts selected from those which characterise
recent strikes in the United States and which we ex-
tract from Stead’s book *““Chicago Today” will throw
light on the situation,

In April 1844 a strike broke out in the bituminous
coal trade which spread to sixteen states. The strikers
blocked the rail lines and were so energetic that for
some time they controlled the whole coal trade. The
sympathy or hostility of the public depended on the
use they made of this power: they only took into ac-
count the special interests of their trade.

‘‘Permission was refused to the town of Demoines to
obtain the coal necessary to keep the city waterworks

going,

“’ﬁae Illinois Lunatic Asylum at Kantakee in which
were 1100 inmates ran short of coal. To save the mis-
erable lunatics from perishing of cold the strikers at
first permitted them to have some coal, but on secon

for & whole week the provisioning of Chicago.

In consequence the fruita and vegetables were rot-
ting in the cars, snd it has been calcalated thiat the
farmers lost $30,000 per day as long as the strike lasted.
Meat and fish rotted and the loads of ice melted away.

And fn Chicago they were short of meat, vegetables
and coal; ice rosefrom $3.00 & ton 10'$10.00; beer ran
short ; except for corn, of which, fortunately there was
= large reserve. Chicago passed through days of want
as. painful as those Paris suffered dm‘ln'tlbuhp.
They begen to fear that they would ran short of water
for Chicago pumpe up all its water and the fuel for
working the pumps had run low.

Treins full of women and children were sometimes
blocked for days and in one case at lsast s'whole hun-
dred of suffering passsngers were compelled to lie blis-
tering in the midsummer sun with scanty food and no
water. The strikers refused to sllow their miserable
hostages this necessary of life for thirty hours at &
stretch.

Again the strikers wsed the worst violence against
the scabs, who, after all, are but the Isaves of miséry,
Here, for instance, is what & scab told a journalist:

I have been & railroader eight years. When busi-
neas got slack last winter I was knocked off, and I have
not worked five weeks altogether since the first of
year. I have a wile and tBree children

me and for six months we have been living
to mouth. When the agent who hired me to come

Chi ‘
my first.

the outlook. My children -were actuslly in’
m% and it dlxn't me long to nskz up
my mind to come to Chicago. Iam a Unl

heart, bu
it my duty to work for them, ovn

starying I feel
should I be killed in the endeavor. are lots
men here who feel the same way.” i CRE

Why are the strikers so pitiless towards t
brothers in misfortune whom they might have con- _
verted into brothers in arms, when we hear of no acts
of personal violence sgsinst the big pots of the Rail-
way and of Pullman City?

Clearly it was impossible for the strike to succeed,

‘ much less to turn into a Revolution when conducted
on such lines. Indeed the reaction started in Chicago
and if the troops had been powerless to destroy the
strikers they would have been crushed by the popu-
lace.
| When one is master of a situation one must take on
| oneself the responsibilities of that situation, otherwise
{one cannot hope to succeed.
| Since the provisioning of Chicago depended on the
| strikers they should have undertaken it. And fhe
| mere attempt to provision a town in the interests of
| the population instesd of in that of the capitalists and
| trad even if ful would have been the
| greatest stride forward in the right direction yet made
| by the Social Revolution.
| At the time of the London Dock Strike in 89 when
| all work was ded a ship loaded with ice arrived.
| The rumor spread that this ice was for the hospitale
{and immediately a large number of strikers turned up
{to unload the ship without raising the question of
| wages. They said that the sick, especially the sick in
| the hoepitals, ought not to suffer through the strike.

This is a small fact but it proves the existence of
human solidarity which if developed would give the
labor movement a truly socialistic and Revolutionary .

thought, strike policy triumphed over h id
erations and the permission given on the 21st was re-
scinded on the 29th. Per contra permission was given
to McBride, the president of the strikers, and also s
brewer, to obtain co: is breweries where he
had $5000 worth of which would have spoiled if
coal could have procured.” <

In'the recent strike and boycott of the Pallman cars
the strikers helped by many sympathizers, had quite
traffic, and had at their mercy

Az some of the reform papers at p are ng the|
merits and demerits of strikes, we deemed it appropriste to |

* While a war in Ewrope would give the bourgeoisie none or

The grandest role the Anarchist could have in the
worker’s unions and in strikes would be to direct them
in these lines.—E. Malatesta.
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Every man who builds & house, or plants an or-
chard, or invents a machine, or discovers a law of
nature, or does anything which tende to promote
{ human comfort or happiness, is & public benefactor;
but any man who stands between industry and the

Teprint the above article, writien for the London Toroh over | Very liitle advantage, the war with Bpaln bas given the Ameri- jnatural elements, to levy & tribute upon Labor or to

three years ago. Thes made 4T€ &8 &D 1
today as they were then. AL

can
saults for joy,

list
P

such sdvautages that they are turniug somer-
- AT

é keep o foot of land out of use, i a curse to hie country
'and a-despoiler to his fellowmen,—Francis Volney.
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FREE SOCIETY.

FORMERLY “THE FIREBRAND." 3

Published ‘Weekly by Free Bociety Publishing Co.
850 CENTS A YEAR.

l‘trulen-numnﬁ mike all Money Orders pays
b~ FREE SOCIETY, 43 Sheridan St., “lmlf“'";

Ansrehy.—A sotial theory which regards the union of order
i f all direct of man by man as the
politioal ideal : beolute individual 1berty.—Century Dictionary

Notice.
Exchanges and pondeants will please note our
new address, which is 43 Sheridan St,
‘ e ¢ s o 0 -

. NOTE AND COMMENT.

Mrs. Hattie Lang, 205 Monroe st., Buffalo. N. Y.,
has volunteered to collcet snbacriptions and solicit new
subacribers for Free Society, and we hope the comrades
there will make her task as pleasant as possible,

* & &
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only the common mortal is not permitted in & moment
of teniderness to “settle that matter with God’’ and
then be glorified liks the legalized one, but has to
settle that matter on the gallows.
2 s+ .

“History will be made here so-morrow,” begimii
communication from the Hawaiian Islands to the Fx-
aminer of this eity. History made in Cuba, Manila
and Hawsii by the perambulatory and devouring
highway men of this country by the cannon, bible
and whisky. Here is what s native of the Hawaiian

Island writes to the same paper:

‘At one time we had the fight for our birthright
partly won; annexation was = dead letter and our
next move would have been to demand of the Ameri-
can people what they took away from ue in 1893—our
national existence. But in the tronble with Spain
the paid friends of amnexation saw their chance to
force the islande upon the United States as a ‘war
mesasure,” and Congress was harrangued into perpe-
trating one of the greatest crimes of modern times.

““We realize that all is lost. The boundless hospi-
tality of the Hawaiian people hgs been the sin for
which they now must give up namie, race, tradition,
everything. No one but s Hawailan can ever know
the grief, the anguish that teday fills the Hawailan
heart to overflowing. We have loved sand trusted the

The Buffalo des have

L g
. oanary birds to Free Bociety. Send 10 cents to Mre.

Hattie Lang, 205 Monroe st., Buffalo, N. Y. and it
may chance that you will receive & bird in return.
¢ & o

Of nine officers elected recently in the Chieago Fed-
eration of Labor, eight hold political jobs under the
d tic administrati Some labor unions seem
to be hundred years behind the times.

*» © &

Last week I called attention to the Freemen’s Labor
Journal, 8poksne, Wash., which is willing to discuss
in its column the merits of Anarchiem, and now I can
point out another weekly, The Independent, Bing-
hampton, N. Y. The editor says: ‘“The columns of
this paper are open to all for the fair discussion of any
and all questions pertaining to the welfare of those
-... The fruth is what we are_after, and
if any one will show wherein anything that appears in
this paper is false it will be considered as a favor.”
I hope that those of our comrades who have the time
and ability will not fail to take the opportunity to

i ~8pread the ideas of freedom.

. o @

The politicians and other parasites of this country

*bave discovered that public opinion in 8pain is molded

by bribing the leaders of the cigarette factory girls and
the song and dance women, end - this method is
much cheaper than to bribe seaators, congressmen,
and to hire pinkertons or sheriffs, they are now prais-
ing the healthfulness of cigarette smoking and the
moral influence of the song and dancing women,

¢ & o

Some of our readers have asked why we have not
made an obituary notice on Bismarck. Why should we
notice the death of a rascal in a high position any
more than that of such & creature among the lower
classes? His fame, which has been heralded sll over
the world by the servile press and pgpulace is due to
the ignorance and servitude. His deeds are of such
criminal charsacter that, had they been committed by
a common mortal, would have brought him to the
gallows. I need only remind the readers of the fam-
ous falsification of the king’s dispatch from Ems which
caused the war with France in which hundrede of
thousands of innocent men were slaughtered, when
there was no other exigency for that war but personal
ambition. Of course he is an ‘‘historical man,” but
80 is Jack the Ripper. The fact that such a man as
Bismarck can make history is lamentable, but “it’s the
fanlt of the people if they let men like me go on rob-
bing them,’’ said Mr. Johneon, the American million-
aire, and it’s the ignorance of the people if they let
men like Bismark make history.

o 0

The following ie Bismarck’s own opinion of him#elf:

Nobody loves me for what I have done. I have
never made anybody hsppﬁ,n not myself, nor m)!v
family, nor anybody else. ¢t how many have
made unhappy! But for me three great wars wounld
not have been fought: eighty thoueand men would
not have perished. Parents, brothers, sisters, and
widows would not be bereaved and plunged into
mourning. . . . . That matter, however, 1 have
settled with God: But I have had little or no joy from
all %RMEmeu; nothing but vexation, care and

There is a tender vein in every rascal and murderer,

tranger who came to our shores not at all wisely, but
too well.

“In one way, however, annexation comes to us ass
rélief. It theans the ultimate ouating from office the
men who, like Judas, betrayed the trusting Heawsiian.
It means that the natives can invoke the power of the
ballot-box and have a chance to direct the government
of & country which was once their own.”

Thus perpetrates American greed its infernal robbing
schemes in the name of civilization with impunity.
Whole islands are annexed without the consent of
their inhabitants, but when the poor man stesls a loaf
of bread to appease his hunger he is sent to the peni-

tentiary, and if a man should try to “annex’’ one acre

prosecuted as a criminal, as an Anarchist who has n?
respect for the law. . o n |
According to all travellers the natives of Hawail are
‘a8 wenlle aod as kind wsany race of the earth, and
who, though sorely tried, have not lost entire faith in
the white men,” but soon will they realize that the
little freedom they enjoyed i vanishing and that they
are doomed to perish under a civilized government;
soon will they realize that the ballot-box is simply a
toy to quiet the discontented slaves of the money
power, and that Judus was & gentleman in comparieon
with our politicians and other adventurers called the
governors and administrators.
* ¢ &

Even the citizens of Pallman, Wash., are trying to
make history by solving the problem of the unem-
ployed in the fashion of “‘law abiding citizens.”” Says
an exchange: “A gang of these vermin were taken
to the creek and thoroughly ducked and then confined
to jail, where many willing hands manned two lines
of fire hose which were turned in the door and window
on the helpless victims until they were thoroughly
soaked. The hoboes screamed, shouted snd begged
for merey, but they were compelled to underge the
wetting for half an hour when they were left to dry.”
A reader from the vicinity of Pallman relates to this
outrage in & private letter and adde: “We the prop-
erty owners of Pullman, we are the people; every-
thing we do is ‘law and order.” We could burn nig-
gers, if we had any here; we can hang white men,
duck and torture tramps, but everything we do is
‘law and order’. Mind you, we are not Anarchists.”
A chain gang is now proposed as & retribution for the
torture.

¢ o ¢

The following appeared in the 8t. Lonis Globe and
gives us a foresight of the coming evente of this
country :

Kewanee, Ill., August 11.—A. H. Mertz, editor of
the People’s Union Mission, & radical paper circulat-
ing in Henry County, has been released from jail,
where he has been for the past nine monthe. He was
convicted of slandering the Mount Carroll County
officers and courts. Mertz has frequently been threat-
ened that if he did not cease his wholesale condemna-
tion of the institutions of the county he would be
mobbed. He has been in jail nine times within the
past two years, and has had his printing office raided
several times. He again issued hig paper ‘lid“h re-

He upbrai h

suming his same tacti and

claims corruption among pnblic‘ofﬁci;ls.

* & @
To the much vexed question, How to govern the
Philippines? a Getman exchange gives the following

ANBwer :

of unused land to provide for his family, he would be,

*'At the start we sell to the Filipinos all the whiskey
we can and thst of the worst quality. Under the
torrid tun it will work like & charm. Not to
forget our other government st arte, we make with the
h:gpy inhabitants of thoee isles treaties of one kind,
and another of the parport of which they are igno-
rant. When the Filopinos then find out that thev are
bdn.ichu‘od most unmercifully h{ the Americans
and kick over it, then they are & mply rioters and
treated as such, i. e. we simply shoot them. If these
methods, although not provided for in our constitu~
tion, worked so well with the Indiane that from the
meany millions of redeking in this v & hundred
years 2go, now remain but & fow thonsand. why not
apply them to the yellow-skinned Malays.” Al

* ¢ & & @

CONTRASTS OF HISTORY.

Historv presents some strange contrasts. Take, for
example, the treatment mccorded prisoners of war
on two different occasions by two of the most enlight-
ened of the world’s nations. Cervera, a commanding
naval officer representing a nation whore cruel exploits
fairly haunt history’s pages, is captured while attempt-
ing to escape from the harbor of Santingo. Heis
received, a prisoner of war, on board of an American
war ehip with grest civility and dietinguished honor.
He is conveysd in state into the heart of the ountry
which he bae fondly hoped to conquer and devastate
and done his best to destroy. He is wined and dined
by his enemies and by the enemies of his nation. He
ie invited to vieit distinguished Aicericans as an hon-
ored guest. Nothing seems too good for this mun of
a cruel and barbarous race, which has done its best
to strike a telling blow &t the hated Yankee “‘pigs.”

* ¢ o

By the side of this pleasing picture of modern gentil-
ity let us place another. Again it is & picture of war,
and in an enlightened and progressive nation; but
with thia difference: all combatants are of the same
country and langusge. It is one section of & nation
seeking to emancipste itself from the thraldom im-
posed by another section. Itis France in 18711 In
this instance the common people are rebels—insur-
rectionists—and in a!l ages of the world rebels and
insurrectionists have been suppressed by an iron hand.
Prisoners are taken by the conguering power, which
proclaims itself the party of order, the party of civili-
zation, the party of religion, as the conquering power
has done today. How are these prisoners treated?
Are they paroled, feted, admired, invited to the
homes of the rich and great? No; they are drasged
at the tails of horses over cobble-stone paverents.
They are shot dowr while being taken to prison.
They are hacked to pieces by their captors. Thou
sands of them are condemned to a living death in New
Caladonia. What matters it that among them are
some of the noblest and purest spirite of Europe?
Who cares that, instead of engaging in a struggle for
conquest, for power, for plunder, as was our dark foe
of yesterday, they were seeking for themselves and for
all the disinherited peoples of the earth liberty, peace
and solidarity? They were branded not merely ene-
mies of France, but ENEMIES OF SOCIETY, and
cruelly did ‘‘society’” avenge iteelf upon its rebels.

® & ¢

When we applaud these modern sentiments of
humanity toward a fallen foe, let us not fall into the
error of supposing that “society’” has advanced so far
in lovelines of spirit as freely to forgive its enemies.
Neither should we permit ourselves to be deceived on
the question of nationality. Americans are not more
lenient or more humane than Frenchmen. Remem-
ber, it is only a very few years since loyal and patriotic
Americans coolly advocated, with the indorsement of
the American press, the slicing and ealting of other
rebels, whose only crime was their hatred of oppres-
sion and sham. Modern war prisoners from the
bloodiest nation of the earth may be treated with all
the honors, but for active rebels against plutocracy,
whatever their nationality may be, there remains only
execration, imprisonment, mutilation and death.

W.H
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THE PARSON AND DISCONTENT,

When one goes amongst the people and sees the
destitution and poverty of those that are honest and
worthy, one gets to doubt the justice of God and the
humanity of man ; and yet the parsous tell destitution,
poverty, wretchedness, misery, vice and crime are nec-
essary evils and preordained by God. .,

These well fed, easy-going, handsomely housed par-
sone tell ue much more; bat did it ever occur to any-

il
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for gain, i. 6., dollars and cents. ‘

** The cspitelist and monopolist finds it pays well to
keep the discontented in control, and the parson is | fourth generation.”
__the agent he selects for the wretched business. i Free men and womer will certainly not permit any

- Lay up treasures in heaven, the parson says is

- «n nealth, but haseve w.w. -

: a’ =

':v:!itin'-tht in‘iquny
/ unto the third and

& more «
the fathers upon the c.

parson to have any veiee, act, or influence in connec-
tion with their desirea for companionship.

.,“‘- -
and in some states "u‘dfebwmd, o ‘3

tive to be dishonest and the temptation to be al
bave not cessed to exist; and these contemptible
| qualities of men' and women will exist—exceptions
conceded—so long as the cause, the-incentive is not

excellent investment, yet we notice that pearly all of |removed, to wit: ignorance, economic dependence
the breed love wine, women and song. Fathers and mothers should bring up their children |and servility. There are relatively very few people,

Without discontent none of our evils would be right- . with the great st possible tof liberty of thought 'even among the radicals, who possess the courage to
od.” Discontent prompted our fathers to rebel. Die- § and action, compatible with the comlort of the whole | defy laws, customs and public opinion, and still fewer

* gontent prompts us all to elevate and improve our- | family, teaching them “‘how epite breede hate, and | women who have the daring spirit to-take up the

welves; it is the energy that pushes all enterprises and 'kindnese friends, and pstisnce peace: even while we
prompts all reforms. !live, and when 'tis willed we die, ahall there not be as
. Are we to lapee into a semi-moribund condition and 'good & ‘there’ as ‘now!”" (Edwin Arnold)

make no effort to better our condition? Are weto Parents have no right to domineer over their chil- |

struggle for existence, which is—I know only too well

| —for many absolutely impoesible, especially when
| little children cling to their skirts.

What, then, is the solution? The immediate solu-

pérmit robbery of a legal nature and not make a pro-
test? NO! Rather perish like the oyster and be done

dren, nothing eza produce harmony but freedom and
love; no law can force children to support their par-

with it. ents, or parents to support their children, but that of |

| tion is the eradication of the monogamic folly and the
' recognition of non-interference even though we hap-
pen to be “legally married,” and in thie respect Luci-

Poverty, desitution, vice and crime are not neces-
sary evils; they are not the purpose of God ; they are
the result of social. conditions which are wrong; the
result of artificial conditione due to grasping, nig-
gardly men; the result of & falsé social system. Dis-
content will do away with them. Discontent will
prompt and produce a change for the better, even
though the parson eays it ie not ‘‘His" will for us to
try and improve ourselves and better our condition.
The paid hireling of the capitalist, the monopolist, the |
slave driver, the landlord, is the parson; ’tis he that

acting, and so long as he holde a place in the social
fabric, 8o long will evils, vices and crimes be. When

natural love; all civil and clerical 1aws are dismetric- 'fer and the Aduolt are doimg grand work. Mutual
ally opposed to this natural law—all man-made-law is understanding, hetween man and woman to be free to
{for the henefit of private property, not for humanity. act as they please in their sex relations will not only

Nothing brings into such sharp reliei, the absurdity | increase their happiness and scope of freedom—irre-
of parts of the bible, as to its applicability, in the | spective of their economic coundition—but it will glso
‘‘year dot,” of its supposed partial inspiration, to this work wonder in wedlock to live more harmoniously
‘‘year of grace’” 1808, as the passage, ‘‘so are children together. Notwithstanding, sad as it may be, there
of the youth, happy is the man that hath hiz quiver 8re even smong the Anarchiets very few who have rid
full of them’'; sfter 1808 years of {alse tesching and  themselves of the folly of monogamic relationship and
living, the Priesthood have only accentuated the great Who manifest a desire to live up to our teachings, i. e.

| distinction between society, and Society, thus making
* keepe the people from thinking, from realizing, from !

the quotation a lie if applied to the men of society,
and very doabtful ae to its truth with the Society man,
this the Priests have accomplished to perfection, by

to cesse to dominate over ‘‘thelr wives,” and vice
\verss. For such wesklings & condition must be pre-
pared in which the fear of want for the women and
'children is non-existent; a conditon in which each

he is abolished the people will investigate, d , | living on the sweat of others, and preaching the gospel | may select his or her line of sctivity in the pursuit of
become discontented and progress. | of damnation and love. { happiness; in short, a condition in which each indi-
Luter Garvant Doaxg, M. D. | Half the parents who are now bringing up their vidual can consume the necessaries of life without let
| children *“in the purture and admonition of the Lord,”” or hindrance. I can conceive no other condition in
| which, ‘interpreted by the sky-pilots, means church- | which the threatenings of & man—to leave “his wife”
| ism, are doing so because they lack the moral courage |and children in case she demands ber sexusl freedom
|to cut themselves adrift from the church, in which | —can have no effect, and the cause for hypocrisy is
they themselves have lost all faith, no surer course eradicated.
icould be adopted to train up a gen ration of young |~ We may prate about freedom, of non-interference,
| by pocxites. etc., but all these terms will remain empty phrases for
| 1f we were enfranchised and free according to the | the great maes till mankind recognizes the fact that
'law of “‘great nature,” the bringing up of children in|freedom requires an adequate conditon. Ho longas

Brooklyn, N. Y.
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“The child was prisoner to the womb, aud is,
By law & process of great nature, thence
Freed and enfranchiz'd: not s party to

The anger of the king, nor guilty of,

If any be, the trespass of the queen.”

We have“all been brought into existence for the!|jperty would be essy, but pinched Labor has no
pleasure of others, and not beiny consulted in the mat- | gltarnative but to pinch the children. From birth
ter, how can we be under any obligation to oar progen- |they are deprived of food, land, happiness, and in
itors? It is our natural right to seek happiness in our | many jnstances of fresh air and water, how can they

our commercial system of exploitation lasts, men and
women will continue to marry for convenience, for
support, etc.; ‘‘all things are subject to its greed, even
that which is counted the most sacred thing in human

.owR Way; we cannot attain it by amy other method.

Under present conditions of society the vast majority
could not be thaikful to those who hsve brought them |
into misery. Instinctively we seck happiness by the |
road which offers least resistance, and this in itself is
& natural safeguard for the happiness and comfort of
all, for if the rights of others are invaded, objections |
and difficulties arise in various forms, and thus mar |
thae happiness of all the parties concerned.

Under the p t taral
money monopoly, which allows the posaibility of trade

be images of God—good? KINGHORN- JONES.
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SEX RELATIONSHIP.

It is some times highly amusing to see some of the
writers of Lucifer, Chicago, and the Adult of London,
England, flounder about in the dark regarding the

fate of the offspring resulting from free sexual relation- |
ditions of Iand and Ighips. Both journals mostly devote their space to the

advocacy of sexual freedom and are doing excellent

| 3 : i ac i <
raonopoliss, the univ 1 Snoentive.is, not to do 1, | work in removing the prejudices and ignorance domi

the only sure way to secure happinees, but to get
dollars, because, absurd as it is, this is a neceasity of
life.

The improvements in all departments of production,
transportation of scund and matter, in the arts and
sciences are marvelous; Labor has accomplished all

this, and should enjoy it. Moreover, if the produ-'

cers and inventors had benefited by their Labors, the
advance would have been still more wonderful: but
her government steps in and shows its unuttersble
wickedness by denying free land, and free exchange
to the ‘“‘sovereign people,” so that the class who pro-
duce all the wealth, and are* consequently the only
people worthy & & iderat instead of
enjoying happiness, have sufficient cause to curse the
day of their birth.

Even in so-called religion considerable advance has
been forced by empty pews, and a falling off of the
“eollections,” the latter being the prime feature in all
church matters; the advance is, that we do not now
hesr of parsons terrifying children by the infernal
effrontery with which they presched hell fire and
brimstone, and the wailing and gnashing of teeth
accompaniment, which only a few years back they
hurled in their most veh t at the dup
who attended their explanati of the gospel—God
is Love.

Parents who bring up their children in superstition,
compelling them to sttend churches and BSunday
schools which nineteen centuries have proved to be
the chief factor that has brought the millions of work-
ers into the lowest depths of wage slavery the world

| nant in our present stage of so-called civilization. But

both journals dre at sez when the question of econom-
ical independence confronts them, and it is for this
reason that so many of their readers find no other
solution than to cultivate the semse of ‘‘duty” or
“regpongibility.” Others again having also perceived
the ills that follow in the trail of modern marriage
life, stand by monogamy and insist with admirable
perseverance that it is ‘‘more love,” or ‘‘true love,”
we need.

All of these men and women are gincere, no doubt;
all of them crave for freedom and love, bappiness and
contentment, of which they have been deprived of
in consequence of the infernal teschings of church
and state. But they are in the same illusionary
position as the believer in ‘‘true and honest legisla-
tion.” It does not occur to them that the institutions
of marriage and governments are in themselves cor-

pting and contaminating, and that they are not
founded on nature, but simply the result of perverted
morality, and private property in the means to sustain
life with. The one clamors for an “‘honest legislator,”
and the other for a “true lover”’ with ‘‘a high sense of
duty and responsibility’”’—both lavish their energy in
vain.

In speaking of marriage and its solation in the
Adult, Mary Reed says among other things:

“‘In any case, after the conviction of incompatibility
was & certain one, and not merely a frivolous pretext,
legal divorce should be possible. Thus might marital
hypoerisies and secret amours be abqlished, and men

and women become honest, becanse the temptation to
be disloyal would cease to exist.”

society—the love of msn and womsan.”

Is it not evident, then, that it is only the Anarchist-
Communist who advocates the ideal society in which
the question of the offepringis solved and a perfect
sex association may be realized? There is no doubt
that a condition in which the necessaries of life, and
all other social comforts, are free for all ensures the
greatest scope of freedom conceivable today.
| Bat as we are mot in & free condition yet, I join
hands with Moses Harman, editor of Lucifer, Emil F.
Ruedebusch, suthor of *“The Old and the New Ideal,”
now prohibited from the U. S. mail, and others in
their efforts to free men and women from sexual super-
stitione and prejudices. The intelligent will even to-
day enjoy freedom in their love relations to the extent
possible and live & happier life. AT
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THE BUILDERS OF GITIES,

At the recent Berlin exposition of arts, a work of the
Belgian sculptor, Stappen, caused & tremendous agita-
tion. Well, it was something different from the eter-
nsl buste of prima donnas, of retired and active states-
men, of Moltke, of court poets and court priests. It
was ’_cmﬁon at whose sight one was compelled to
think; a gigantic symbol of labor, of the present serf
labor which carries on its shoulders the welfare of
society snd nevertheless is always the oppressed,
driven from hearth and pleasure.

The production of this Belgi ter is called ‘‘The
Builders of Cities.”

The Fature, reviewing it, speaks in the following
terms : “Two laborers, bull ked, robust figures, ex-
hsausted from their day’s labor, have broken down,
their limbs having given away. The one sits on 8 hill-
ock, his hands hang down, his head bends forward.
| The other lies his whole length on the ground, face
downwards, his head supported by his naked, muscu-
lar srms. A deep, an animal sleep, this is a sleep
which only complete physical exhaustion givee and
demands. And one can see the. life of these two:
working up to physical collapse, ghen sleep, then
awskening to like labor. They are the builders of
cities an1 palaces—their dwellers they are not.””

“a ‘.’“\u oo
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Joutes Lhere were not facking eritios and good
talists who was not & work of
art, but the production of & revolutionist, of an incen-
disry, The srtist naturslly stands a poor show to be
oalied to Berlin to fill the position of court sculptor,
for such 2 one would have to degrade his art to make

in every conceivable position.—Chicagoer Arbeiter
Zeitang.
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QUESTIONS.

"Under that plan.each ber of the it,

< ‘ B i, I : ¥ ; 4 T“’C W
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munide pure pod sig __"a¥ poesible way{ . H GG s g
that such communis ever brought about. Week ending Baturday, August 20 .
Anpy tax is an impositidn and arbitrar¥, just as A. I.| 1 Pe, $5.00. P 8. Ross, 82.50.

sffirme, but appropristing ground -rent for the com-
munity is levying & tax in form .only, not in essence.

y pa;
the rest whatever the privilege of excluding them from
& particular location (to which each and every one of |
them has as good & right as he) is worth. To'call that
& tax upon labor is ridicalous.

“The land in Chicago prodaces much less than the
land outside the city.” Is A. 1. so densely stupid as to
suppose that the only productive land is that upon

{1) Where is the line to be drawn bot!!eon defi
and offense? g

(2) Does conscience play an lmportant part in evo-
Iution?

{8) Is not revolution the very reverse of evolution?
1 regard evolution an imaginary disease and revolution
its remedy. T. W.

Haledon, N. J.

Axswen:

1-~The line must be drawn between invasion and
non-invasion. To illustrate: I have an “inalienable
right to life, liberty and the pursuit ol happinees,” in
short, the same right to the enjoyments of life as any
other human being on the globe, and must be &t lib-
erty to do anything conducive to my happiness, pro-
vided I do not infringe upon the liberty of others. If
an individual, or set of individuals, invade my rights
by sppropristing the fruits of my labor or by restric-
tions curtail my enjoyments, they sre the offenders.
To ward off or resist such invasion is & matter of self-
defense and always justifiable,

2—~When understood as s faculty to form a thought
or to conceive & thing, there could be no social évolu-
tion without conscience. But when taken as a faculty
which decides between *‘right and wrong,” indepcn-
dent of our brain faculties, it is on par with the ghost
and soul stories.

8—In the development of society evolution and rev-
olution are identical—one cannot exist without the
other.| A revolution—whether violent or otherwise—
is | olimax and natural ontcome of evolution. I

‘conoeive of & revolution in our social relations

thout the preceding evolution of thought and ac-

tion. . AL
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: THE SINGLE TAX ACAIN.

Awmong the ‘‘very lew Anarchists who have not read
or studied Henry George’s works” must be included
A. L, orelse ke is one whose reading and study are to
no purpose. ““Before the Single Tax,” he says, ‘‘can
bave the remarkable effect ite advocates attribute to
it (I suppose he means predict for it), it would be
necessary to sholish property in land, and considering
the time and emergy such 2 etep would require we
might as well struggle for free land.”

Suppose a piece of land rents for $800 per spnum,
and that the taxes upon it amount to $200 per annum.
Leaving out of consideration the effect of anticipa-
tion of increase, we might put capitalized value at
$10,000. Ii the taxes were. increased from $200 to
$400, the next income would decline from $600 to $400
(If the iucresse were made general the decline would
be still greater, but to go into that would be a digres-
sion). The owner could not put the increase upon his
tenants nor upon the price of the goods he was pro-
ducing, supposing him fo be using the land himself. |

Why? Because the rent of that or any particular

piece of land is determined by comparing it with the|
least desirable land in use for the same purpose, and
it is no better in comparison with such land after the
increase of taxation than it was before. Consequently
the capitalized value would fall from $10,000 toat
most $6,666%;. If you make the taxes equal to the
rent the capitalized value falls to zero. The property
in the land has been destroyed simply by increasing
the taxes uatil they equalthe gross increase. Ii there i
are no public expen:Yd be met, such as maintaining :
existing highways, lafing out and constructing new

be divided per capita. This
disposal of rent is the oply way under heaven to make
land-equally free. consequence of such disposal
property in land' disappears as naturally and com-
pletely ss the oil in the lamps that you forgot to
extinguish. A. L’s talk sbout expenditure of time
snd energy is simply bosh! He is wrestling with the
offspring of Lis own ignorance. To use rent for com-
mon purposee or eise div.de it per capita is land com-

ones, etc., the

lwiien Groep, Spring Valley, IiL., §1 &0,
Morris, Minnie, Bondiette, Doyer, Banker, Frenzel, Unthank,

Niedermeier, Corra, Oulrus, Ruge, Hoit, Bitbeiberg, Price, Levs,
Y8 | Podizonck, Koh beek, Frazar, Struck, Borss, Frank, each 50g,

Aumer, Wolilleben, Hechit, Siakens, Lieske, Young, 250
Zieger, Gili, ach 155, i

Favions W oices.

. C., Spring Valley, Ill. Comrades,—We are sorry

to hear thas Free Socity is im straitened cireum-

which hing grows or out of which something can | stazices and enclosed you will find as much as we can
be dug? If he has yet to learn thet production is a | spare at present. We have two lively groups here,

procese that is not finished till the goods are in the
hands of the , what b

but a8 we only get about 5 cents. & day of what we

has be to be|earn—in this great mining camp, we have to make

discussing ecomomic subjects? All the labor of pro-| great sacrifices to pay the expenses of French and

duction consiste in moving materials or directing the
movements. Is the man who performs the last move-
ments—the salesman for example who moves a pair of
shoes from & shelf and fits them upon a customer’s
feet any less a producer of those shoes than the thou-

Italian speakers aud support our papers.

The majority of the miners are English spesking

people and full of prejudices, and the American speak--

ers that come here are moetly Bocial Democrats.
A b

sand and one persons who handled them and their

i ti before the sal got bold of
them? Did any of them do snything more than to
move the shoes or the parts of them?

But it is no use commenting further upon the utter-
ances of a man who doeen’t know what he is talking
about. It is generally recognized that we must study
such subjects as mathematics, chemistry, comparative
philolugy, etc., before he is qualified to discuse them,
but any ignoramus can expatiate upon political econ-
omy. The real signifiance of its most ordinary terms
may be all Greek to him, but a little thing like that
should not deter him from affirming or denying with-
out the slightest hesitation any ic propositi
to which his attention may be called. In this field
of human kaowledge be may disport himeelf with all
the independence of a hog on ice and with the supreme
confidence of & ram which is about to try conclusions
with the approaching locomotive, H. J. Cuase.

Cambridge, Mass,

COMMENT.

The contumelious style of this gentleman’s argu-
ment is worthy his dulness of perception. Does H. J.
Chase imagine that the owners of land will allow its
value to be taxed out of exist: without resisting to
the extent of their power? If mot, what more could
they do to prevent land from being eimply declared
free? What A. L. szys about expenditure of time and
energy is obviously trie; and Mr. Chase's argument
to show that the value of land can be taxed to death
is irrelevant. The single land tax is a tax in sub-
stance, not merely in form, notwithstanding his asser-
tion. Like all taxes it falls on laber. But it falls on
that identical kind of labor which the world can least
spare—on the brain—labor which results in perceiving
that land eontains resources which, if developed, will
meake it valusble. The real evil of landlordism does
not consist in this, that the discoverer of & diamond
mine gains by his discovery, It lies in this, that the
legal owner of land can exact a tribute from anyone
who proposes to improve it by discovery or in any
other way. And that evll cannot be met by the single
tax, but only by the anarchistic method of abolishing
Iegal tities-to land. )

It is probable A. 1. does not make the mistake of
thinking production ceases until goods are in the hands
of the consumer, as H. J. Chase thinks te does. But
it is quite certain that the Ricardian dogma that rent
is d by the prod ess of land over the
poorest in use dves involve a mistake of another kind.

Ameri I would have a great field
here, but where are they?

Kate Unthank, Desoto, Kans. Friende,—You have

almost persuaded (convinced; me to be an  Anarchist.

I bave long been & rebel, and Ansrchy appeared to
me only & continuation of competition in supplying
our wants, but I gratefully coniess that1 sm now mare
interested in your little paper and its teachings than
in any other publication I take, and a8 con as I return
to my howe I intend to put a “take one’” box af the
gate in which to place much of my spare literstare,
[This is another good scheme to distribute our liters-
ture. A.L] I have never destroyed a single copy of
Free Society, but send them to friends and govern-
mentalists.

I am sorry you have such & hard struggle aud that I
aw unable to help you; the best I can do st present
is to send you $1. to extend my subscription. g should
be much pleased to see the ‘‘speeches’ of the murd-
ered comrades printed and to read them. I enciose
30¢. in advance for them.

[So far the prospecte are such that we cannot 88y
whether we will be able to print the ‘‘Speeches’” or
not. A.L)

M. F., Enfield, 1ll.—1I have been anxiously waiting
for the development of the discussion in regard to
‘“‘consistency’’ or “‘ideas and men,” for I cannot see
how our conditions aud surroundings can be changed
without we begin to deiy laws, customs and public

pinion. I can d d the indulence of a State
Socialist who expects his rep: tive to change the
condition for him (what an illusion), but who is going
to change the envi t for the Anarchists? The
revolution? Well and good, but is revolution or evo-
lution possivle unless actions are in accord with idess?
Since T have tried to be an Anarchist in my home I
have not only won the love of my life-partner and
chitdren, but also the respect of my neighbora.

The ZLetter-Box,

F. M., Edison, Wash.—By comparing the number
on the wrapper by the ‘‘whole No.” of the carrent
issue you can always see when your subscription
expires. The current number ie 178 and on your
wrapper you will find the figure 185, consequently
your subecription expires after seven weeks.

M. C., Longereek, Ore.—1f we should attempt to re-
fute every lie said by jingoists or ignoramnses in the
regs, it would be a rather hard task. The statement
of the editor of the Torch of Reason, that the projected
nghool in Silverton, Ore., will be *‘the only Free-

It involves, e. g the mistake of not r bering that
land devoted to wholly unproductive purposes, such
s racing, bathing, theatrical exhibitions, etc., pur-
poses which, by any economic classification, must
come under the head of consumption, or that of non-
productive labor, by virtue of its fitnees for these pur-
poges, vields rent. In short the Ricardian economy,

carpenter by trade; very narrow-minded and biﬁmd;

thought Uaiversity in the world” should not excite
your indignation as he don’t know any better, and
probably bas never in & university. The “pro-
tessor’’ of the ‘‘university’’ is an ex-minister and &
80 ly«m mt{ imagine how science, art and t
will be cultivated there. The book has besn sent.

M. F., Enfield, Ill.—Under the heading ‘‘Propagan-

the common basie of whatever is faliack in both da Fund” the amounts for subscriptions are also

George and Marx, is altogether behind the age. If
Mr. Chase will read the criticisms on Ricardo's law of
rent which were written originally by Richard Jones,
and adopted, without credit, by J. S: Mill in his Polit-
ical Economy, he may know better “what he is talk-
ing about.”” C. L. Jauss.
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“"Hampsley worked hard for three yeard trying to
get a public office.” “Indeed? What's he doing
now?” “Not & thing.”” “Why, how can he afford
that?”” “He got the office.”—Chicago News.

the large volume entitled A

acknowledged.;

A. Grose, New York.—The 50 cents for Hampe were

received, but it was dne to a mistake that only 25¢.

wre acknowdged.
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As a special premium to any one who will'send us

five dollara and the names of ten yearly subscribers

to Free Society or Free Societ; Library we will send

hysician in the House,’
ce §2.75, written by Dr. Joseph H. Greer, a well-
own Chicago physitisn of the reform school, and

who has been an earpest friend and generous helper
of The Firebrand and Free Scciety.
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