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FREE COMMUNISM OUR HEAVEN.

Those who fail to appreciate the benefits of Free
Communism are mainly ‘of two classes, viz. (1) half
baked Socialists, whose mental horizon is bounded by
the stupefying conditions at present prevailing, and
who therefore cannot see, and (2) ‘“plumbline’’ and
other choice varieties of Individualists, who generally
meet argument with ridicule or misrepresentation, and
and who therefore will not see. The latter gravely tell
us their through chief epokesman that ‘‘Free Commu-
nism is as absurd and impossible as & white black man
or a square circle,” which of course is such a convine-
ing and unanswerable way of settling a disputed point
that only the veriest dolt would fail to be convinced.
Argument in reply to this method of flooring an ad-
versary is utterly out of the question—valuable time |
deliberately wasted—and I for one refuse to be placed |
upon the defensive by snch contemptible methods. |
The docirine of Free Communism is not now and
never has been under arraignment. It is not required
to defend itself against either of the two classes men- |
tioned above. It does not need to go besging for
defenders or supporters. Confident in its ability to
solve for all time the great social question, lofty as
highest Heaven in its aspirations and ideals, serene
in its noble aspect a8 the coming savior of mankind,
it does pot need to go begging for defenders or sup-
porters. Tested in the light of experience, of history,
of philosophy, of scientific knowledge it invites the
most searching analysis, the keenest of fair criticisim,
and fears not the outcome.

Given the emancipation of individual from invasive
control, Communism—Free Communism—follows nat-
urally as day follows night. This can be shown in a
variety of waye. [tis stoutly maintained by indivi-
dualists that free money and free organization of cre-
dit wonld cause euch an expansion of capital that
production would increase st a remendous and
hitherto undreamed of rate. This being so—and [ do
not deny it—both capital and product wouid constantly
tend to become cheaper and chieaper. Articles now
considered as necssaries in middle class life would soon
cease to have exchange valne: they would become so
common and cheap that all could e abundantly sup-
plied with but little cost of time or labor. Even mauy
of thote articles now congidered luxuries, especially
manufactured goods, a8 musical instruments, fine car-
pets and lurniture, bric-a-hrae, ete. ete.
enormously increage in quantity and diminish in price
ag 10 be available to everyone. The sense of private
ownerehip in many things would entirely disappear.
Even at the present time we learn that in many of
the cantone of Switzerland the habit of uging 1n com-
mon the less expensive tools of agriculture, such as
spades, hoes, wheelbarrows, etc., has resulted in such
confusion of ownership that the real proprietor is
often lost sight of. How much more would this be the
cage under a system of free production, with all the
restrictions of money, exchange, and government gen-
erall, emoved. As the line of private ownership in
a pin or a touthpick is now dimly defined, so under
free conditions, when many articles would be produced
as cheaply and as abundantly as pins and toothpicke
are now, the genee of exclusive ownership would
become quite as shadow.

We claim exclusive ownerehip in many of the things
we have because we fear that through deprivation of
them we may be brought to want. Abolish the
haunting spectre of poverty from men’s minds, and
we will no longer cry in fear: *‘This is mine : tres-
pasgers and thieves beware of the law!” Occupancy
and use, not only in the land but also in the products
of labor will become the only valid tittle.

Under free conditione the mutual desire for closer
and ever closer unity of individuale will have no re-
straint except such ae springs spontaneously from the
instinct of eelf-preservation. Mutual aid will have
wide encouragement, and the highest expression of
this noble sentiment ie found only in Communism.
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| Where can be realized the greatest security, the ful- |

| lest assurance and measure of peace, of order, of all
|buman virtues, if not in Communism? That the
| mutual eid principle reaches its highest expression in
| Free Communism is proved by studying the habits
| and modes of life of many animals inferior to men.
| The bee, the ant, the squirrel, the beaver—all peace-
loving and constructive animais are Communists.

A beautiful illustration of the adaptation of ends to
needs and of the natural tendency «&f society toward
Communism is found in the operstion of the law
which urges individuals and communities to seek to
gratify their desires with the least possible exertion,
which is only another way of stating that progrees
moves along the line of least resistance. Cur indivi-
dualist friends—Free Commercialiets as they ao well
pamed—are continualy prating about the necesaity
for money and banks to control its issuanceand ciruls
tion ; for aesociations for defence, with their attendant
paraphernalia of jaile, jailers and possible hangmen ;
for competition with all its waste of time and energy;
for private property with its harassing combinations
and perplexities. Imagine now the thousand and one
restrictions which oppress us removed; imagine the
wonderful increace in production and consumption
which will nlake wealth cheaper than poverty ; imag-
in .. hours of labor reduced, as they could well be,
to three or four a day: imagine all kinds of wealth,
all facilities of travel, communication and exchange
so cheapened and made easy of acccess that want and
business anxiety would be practically removed : fol-
lowing this line let your imagination soar to heights
of luxury and enjoyment hitherto unknown, for it is
admitted by all that yeu can ®afely do this and then
try to imagine, if you can, a people having thie great
abundance, this power to multiply wealth, this* peace
and joy that passeth all understanding,”” driving petty
bargains, banking, issuing money, hiring private
detectives to guard property from thieves, going to law
over petty business transactions, punishing offenders
with all the rigor of a Russian czar, advertising wares
to catch customers.—Pshaw! The supposition is o
abeurd that it retlects upon the intelligence of man-
kind. Isit notabeolutely certain that the law men-
tioned above, which cauges us to reck happiness by
the expenditure of the least exertion, would cause us
to throw aside all this useless paraphernalia of trade
and bugintes and that Communism would be the
inevitable reenit? Why all the dictates of reason
and common sense wankd demand it. The instinet of
economy would demand it.  Justice would demand it.
Every sentiment of humanity would insist upon its
recognition and demand it.

Q-

Thus we see that Free Comumunism is the natural
gtep in the evolution of society, and that it ie the RYB-
tem most conducive to general happiness. We see
also that it will come freely, spontaneously, and in
obedience to the laws of our being. let ns
cease to apologize for our advecacy of this glorions
ideal.  We ghould he proud of the faith that is within
us, and of the reason for that faith. We should de-
voutly wish for the consumation of our desires, for by
g0 doing we shall increase the possibility of their
realization. We should work with untiring zeal and
energy for this ideal of Heaven on earth. The Millen-
nium?  Aye, the Millennium. We need not be
ashamed of it. We have had about as much Hell ag
we can stand.  Let ue work for Heaven here and now.

then

Wi Horves
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THE COMING CONFLICT.

I am haunted with a sence of the dominant, per-
euagive nature of the ancient moral law. It has ever
reckoned sternly with the disregard that men have
held it in, following as a sure, though often slow
nemesis, long years after generations had come to feel
quite eecure in the practice of agreeable wickedness,
and to believe that no disturting hand ever wonld be

lifted to trouble them. But Egypt tasked her Isralites
a straw too much; France, of the old regime, her third
estate taxpayers, and the slave power America. Pride
and power based on wrong is ever unstable, and there
is a form of pride and power in our present politics
which daily becomes more confident and more men-
acing.

The great political ferment and struggle of the near
future wil. probably center in our great American
cities. New York and Brooklyn, Chicago, Philadel-
phia, Denver, Omaha, San Fravcieco, New Orleans
and perhahps a score more will witness its slow, long
tug for mastery, or register the fever heat or ebb to
normal tempersture of ite fight for victory. It may
call itsell the movement for better city government,
for ¢ivil eervice reform or purer politica, but back of
varying, more or less descriptive terme, in which the
phenomenon reeks to express itsalf, will be the fierce
tooth and claw of almost primeval forces, rending and
biting like great antediluvian beasts driven to the
contest by a spirit of irreconcilable antagonism, Un-
scrupnlous capital on the one side—not that capital is
so—coagulating swiftly and inevitably into strong
corpornte forms, is grasping for ite ures the great
forces of modern scientifie discovery—ateam, electrie-
ity and the thousand conveniences to which their
varied modern applieations have given birth, With
instinctive voracuy it is wielding them in its Briureus
hands to ite own enrichment and advantage. On the
other hand, the people—some rich, some poor, some

' wise, Fome unwise —perceiving dimly or clearly that

popular rights, popular institutions are in danger, that
popular legislatives and executives are being steadily

!undermined by a thousand subtle or potent corrupting

influencee, seek to fathom the meaning of the situa-
tion, and, more or less perfectly comprehending it,
they begin to arm themeelves and 1o close ranks for
the batile.—Herbert Welsh in The New Reviow

LI R

Immigration Commissioner Powderly has been the
recipient of a great deal of notortety <inee his author-
rization of the deportation of Rudolph Rocker and
Amelia Witeroft because they were not married when
they reached this country and refuced to get married
after their arrival. Powderly, it will e remembered,
was for a long time the general master workman of the
Knights of Labor and was the revered prophet of
organized labor of this country. He annuailv led his
devoted sheep to the baliot hox to vote the Republican
ticket.  After a tune his rheep threw him over and
the Republican party naturally took him in out of
the cold.  And his gheep? Theyv are now being led to
the ballot box by other prophets. The theep have
become 8o aceustomned to the prophets now that the
latter do not even have to wear sheep's clothing —1I,
Wellesley, Mase.

e s o

“'It is openly charged by a stalf correspondent of the
Chicago Daily News at Washington, that Secretary of
War Alger 13 at the head of a syndicate of Michigan
boomers who are going into Cuba to gobble up all the
special privileges they find lying around, and that
Alger has used his official position and opportunities
to gecure a lead on the balance of the commercial
pirates already on the islands or headed for it. It's a
lung descent from a **war of humanity’ to a scramble
for the monopoly of franchises in Caba, and A merican
capitalists are capable of the must shaineless excesses
in thix colony busines.—The Independent

* ¢ @

“You say that all who sympathize with the Hay-
mwarket victims are Anarchiste. Well, f you under-
stand what the word Anarchist weans, | answer, ves,
they are Anarchists.  But let me tell you if you mean
by Anarchist a man who is ready to slay right and
left, good and bad, I eay, no, we are no Anarchiste,
That kind of Anarchists are the money-loanere, the
usurer, the politician of today, who cares not who Zoes
under, just 80 he gets on top. See? What a fine
Anarchist he is of the bom h-zhmwin& kind. Only he

uses others to do the throwing; he latks the nerve.””
—Thoughts of the Hour.

e
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FORMERLY “THE FIREBRAND.” hunger’.” This same sentiment makes also the

Americans oblivious of what the have been taught in
the public schools—that they are ““free American citi-
zens.” One would suppoee that the predicted blood-
shed wonld cause the dailies to reflect upon prevail-
ing conditions, but nothing of the kind seems to exite
their nt:; it ie ‘“‘the loss of capital that &
revolution may cause’ that bothers them.

.
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Anarehy.—A gocial theory which regards the union of order
with the abi of all direct gov of man by man &s the
political ideal; absolute individual liberty.—Century Dictionary.
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It is a lamentable manifestation of ignorance of
those reformers who hail the disarmament proposi-
tion of that monster called the Russian czar. Gov-
|ernments are based on force and violence, and can no
;mnm dispense with their armies than the eagle can
TR o | get along without its beak and clutches. Only when

|the czar resigns the throne can his proposition be
NKOTE AND COMMENT. | taken seriously.

“Das Freie Wort,” is the name of a new Hebrew |
Anarchist weekly. Write for sample copies to Rudolf | Says an exchange: “We cannot see what the Ameri-
Roeker, 4, Ponoma street, Liverpool, England. | can people have gained through the war with Spain.”
* o iHaw shortsighted. The transport companies got rid

|

The Comrades of Allegheny, Pa., are endeavoring to of their old ships, sportsmen h“." sold their old
help Free Society along, bat on account of our magnif- | yachts, wholesale dealers sold their mbbe‘? bacon and
joent postal laws we are not allowed to epecify the |bams to the governments, politicians hlv? made
effort. 1f the readers of Free Society e Ty i thousands and millions of dollars as ‘‘commissioners”

. e ' ) .
abla to send 10 cents (or any amount they choose) tifl !“,’d “‘purchasing agents,’’ the modern buccaneers and
Qubober 1. to: A, Schneider., 330 Past at., Allegheny, | highwaymen have & larger field of robhery, and above
Pa., they ‘wi}{ hear from him directly. |all, every man, woman and child of the United Btates
! | has the honor to pay $7 taxes for the above mentioned
gain, (Governments are expensive luxuries.

- *
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] cannot agree with friend F. B. Livesey's proposi-
tion to lull the slaves asleep in the belief that they

Notice.
Exchanges and correspondents will please note our
new address, which is 43 Shz’ayidan st

* = -

*
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The New Time (Chicago) asserts that the Merrimac
was sunk in Santiago harbor to destroy the evidence
of a cologsal steal. A coat of paintand a barrel of |
white lead costs the government $400,000, for the | 4
Merrimac had been condemned before the war and |31 8ecure their freedom through forbearance and
lay rotting in the dock. Another boat, the Mny_:perauumn. We are at the doof of a revolution snd
flower, had bsen offered to a New York Yachtsman | f.he better we are pregsred for it mgnm!ly snfl phys-
before the war for $70,000 and was sold to the govern- ically, the greater will be the gain. The victory of
ment for $450,000. The Hanna family sold & boat to those opposing the present regime means more free-
the government for $100,000 which was built eighteen | dom, while the ‘wcwry of Plutocrscy means a terrible
years ago by Mark Hanna for $48000. But this is massacre, reaction and abject slavery. As L
only a small part of the robbery that has been per- | * o o o @
petrated during the war. Government is an organi-

zation of robbers and the bird of prey its emblem. OPEN LETTER T0 THE ARENA EDITOR.

. Nine pages of September number are taken up with
. * “Four remarkable Psychical Experiences’”” by Rever-

“Iam agaiost u‘mrder, no matter how it is ‘doue, end B. F. Austin, B. A., D. D., Principal of Alma Col-
except in disposing of tyrants,” says the editor of lege, St Thomas, Ontario.

Thoughts of the Hour, Los Angeles, Calif. Shake| 'y, gaste your valuable space, and injure your

hands Bro. Thourmoux ! Magazine as a reform factor, by printing any article
bearing the prefix Reverend to the author’s name.
These parasites have always taught the poor to be
content with the position in which ‘“God* has placed
them,” sucking their life-blood, and in return incul-
cate idiotic superstitions. The chickens are begin-
ning to mistrust these foxes in the management of
their ranches. The concentrated knowledge of all the
Reverends in the world does not exceed that of one
poor “‘wayfaring man though & fool,” as to the furure
state of disembodied souls.

The article on “‘Prayer’” by Mrs. Boalt, in August
number, was both interesting and educational; but
the nine pages you devote to ite criticism in the Sep-
tember issue, by Virginia Yeaman Remnitz, and Annie

®

P

According to the Coming Nation, (George M. Paine,
the millionaire of Oshkosh, Wis., was asked by a re-
porter of the Dispatch what kind of u weapon he would
use to suppress a strike, and the millionaire promptly
replied: ‘A Winchester!” He also said, ‘‘that the
workingmen themselves were to blame for the low
wages that they receive.”” If the average workingmen
had a8 much comwmon sense as this millionaire, they
would goon rid themselves of the oppressors and enjoy
freedom.

b ” >

The Labor Day picnic, arranged by the Labor Coun-
cil of this city, was not so well attended as one could
have expected from the “avantguard of the labor|G. Brown, will only raise a feeling of pity from think-
movement,”” but the worst feature of the picnic was

ing persons, on account of their childish, ignorant
the utter lack of interest taken in the speeches by the | guperstition; and the influence en readers of weak

attendants. The average union man seems to con- | iptellect will be as degrading as the christianity taught
sider the struggle between capital and lubor as a mere | hy the priests during 1898 years, has proved to be.
business transaction. The first speaker was far in| Apnie says ‘ Man cannot live by bread alone,” (ma-
arrears of the average reformer. The second speaker, | terial food) ‘‘but by every word that proceedeth out of
editor of the Coast Seamen’s Journal, was more up-to- | the mouth of God” (spiritual food). We can readily
date and concluded with the advice that the Workers | gee that the spiritual side of this clanse is its important
should neither depend on the government nor on the | part, But weare not to understand that “our Father”
legislature for relief, but think and act for themselves | does not regard our temporal welfare, or feel for our
in behalf of their welfare. 1 hardly think though, | gufferings. He has made ample provision for all our
that the speaker was aware of the fact that such utter- | creature wante, and ‘“He himself originates none of
ances are extremely revolutionary and coincide with | ¢he sufferings of His children.”
the teachings of the Anarchiets. ‘‘The greatest vic-| Ae Annie does not explain why this Omniscient,
tory of the people is the defeat of their own leaders,” Omnipresent. Omnipotent, Omniparient, Omnicor-
said Bakunin. . | poral, Omnivorous, Omnibus (for all ging) permits the
* ” | few millionaries to live like Solomon (concubines in-
According to our great dailies the mountains and :cluded), without work, we would like her to study
cities of Spain and Portugal are crowded with Anarch- | yp the question further, by conferring with our 4,000,
ists and Socialists, and these contries are at the eve of !(300 hungry, ragged, and homeless tramps, then pass
a revolution. I wish we could for once trust the|on to interview our 14,000,000 ¢ sovereign people’” who
reporte of the aseociated prese. | are in daily dread of being forced into a similar awful
i | condition. Also—as Annie knows all about God—

* L
“What is the predominating sentiment that ©so0 | will she inform us why a few of ‘*His children’’ own

g

3 -
His eifus..

g, =
‘buried in.

It would be interesting to know Annie’s sge, and if’
she has reasoned out the fact that, if-“"God is all and
in all,” she mnst be God, and how extremly absurd it
is for one part ¢f her anatomy to kneel to another part
of her tomy—@God kneeling to Himself.

Annie also makes the remark “'If the Bible teaches
us anything,” ete. It most certainly teaches and tells
things that are considered great crimes by our present
christian nations, and according to United States laws
too vile to pase through the mails!! ‘See 1 Sam. 18:
27. Gen. 16: 2. Gen. 19: 38, 34, 35, 36. 2 Sam.16;
21. Amos 2:7). It also teaches ns that the God who
gave such orders as recorded in the Old Testament
out-devile the devil, whoever that individual may be.

Again, Josephine Rand in her “‘Cuba’” says:

“‘Alas, dear God, and must war still obtatn— — —
Yea, from the heav'ns a Voice proclaims God’s will—
Thou, the oppressed, downtrodden, struggling land,
8hall yet be freed from the oppressor’s band;

Thy fields ghall drink no more thy martyr’s blood,
But feed thy famished ones, obey thy word,

Bring forth the wealth with which thy soil is stored,
And cause thy ransomed ones to pralse the Lord.”

1f the poet does not realize the facts, you know Mr.
Editor, that the Cubans instead of being crushed and
robbed by Spanish governmental tax gatherers, it will
be the American tax eaters who will crush and rob
them in future—it is only a change of tyrants. There
is more truth in the following doggerel (the result of
the first five minutes spent in writing verse since my
beard developed):

Liberty and life, longed for by Cubans,

The Almighty God of the Americans

Will never grant thee, this greatest boon,

Which he witholds from “‘native son,"

They, by the millions starve, and langnish.

'Tis millionaires who feast, the tramp must perish.
Wherever uniforms of priests and armies

Flaunt and luxuriate by means of les,

Laborers in youth grow old

And dle, before this great God—Gold.

Every “live"” American should read John Clark Rid-
path’s article ““The Republic and the Empire.” It
begins: “A revolution is at the door., It impends
like a cloud on the horizon. Whether we shall accept
it and its results remains to be determined; but that
a great transformation of political society isin the
dawn let no man longer doubt.”

“Woman’s Future Position in the World,”” by Lizzie
M. Holmes, is exeedingly good, and of course, to the
point. “‘Social and Economic Condition, Yesterday
and Today,” are clearly stated by B. O. Flower.

Why do you not boldly advocate thé only line of
action that can evolve the millenimum, i. e. Anarchy,
whose priuciples were so clearly defined by the Naza-
rene: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them,” and
dare to use, in ite correct sense, this much abused
word. CKINGHQRN-JONES.

¢ & & ¢ @

WOMAN AND RELIGION.

Does religion help a woman te gain ber freedom?
Does it do anything for her happiness and pleasure?
The clergy, by eophistry which a child should compre-
hend, will tell you that without religion—the religion
of the Bible—woman can have no freedom; and
only on the continuance of that Bible religion does her
happiness now and forever depend. Let us go back to
tire “beginning.” She was first created, formed and

fashioned from man’s rib, and was made simply for -

him, for his use and pleasure. Study the Bible care-
fully from Genesis to Revelations and you will see that
woman ig considered man’s inferior, according her no
social nor political rights. But Eve was just a little
smarter than Adam, for she discovered that ‘‘the tree
in the midst of the garden,’”” the tree of ‘“‘the kmowl
edge of good and evil”” was desired to make one wise,
and she pluctked and ate, finding it good and following
out her generous impulee she persuaded Adam, and
he ate also. A sad time it has been ever since then
for the woman, for the curse ‘'thy desire shall be unto
thy busband and he shall rule over thee” is still in
force. Here you see is the mandate making the hus-
band the ruler of the wife. The priest, the preacher,
have from the earliest days taught this, the church
teaches it, and even now the promise ‘‘to obey' is
given at the marriage altar. Is it any wonder that
women are still in bondage, suffering untold humilia-
tion and misery?

During the sixth century, I think it was, & counecil

causes them to forget what they are taught’’ asked a | millions of acres of *‘Father’s” land, while millions of

consisting of fifty-six bishops met in eolemn conclave
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to ascuss and decide the great and momentous | He sends me snoth article, app ly an editorial
questfon, “Has & woman a sonl?” They deliberated | by him in the Advertisers Guide, of New Market, N.
upon it long snd carefully; they prayed over it and|Y., for August. This article also proves that Mf‘
finally edjourned without coming to a decision, byt | Chamberlain would be a valiant champion for an anti-
the misjority of the avidence was convineing that she | Comstock crusade. There ought to be & score ?!‘ men
had no soul. Ths early church Fathers were unani- |like Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Tacker right in New
moue a8 to the wickedness and utter worthlessness of | York who would jump at the chance to divest the
woman. St. Bernard said, “‘Woman is the organ of the | country of Comstock, and thers ought to be a score of
Devil.”” Bt. Chrysostom, while a little more compli- | lawyers like Bolton Hall and Ingemqll whoA wonld
mentary, has ne high opinion of woman. Listen:|jump at the chance to afllict him with their legal
“Woman is & necessary evil, a natural temptation, a | power. But Comstock belongs to tl'ne Outlook _crowd
desirable calamity, a domestic peril of a fascinating |and Bolton Hall seems to write for it, 80, how will the
character and a painted miechief.’” There are hun- | antagonism of this reformer stand? .Tben Inger.soli
drede of such libelous ntterances, but these are suffi- | would probably want an immense fee if his services
cient to show you the trend. | were availed of. And then there is the old Truth

Coming a little nearer our time, in 1860 a man by | Seeker, of New York, whose fquntie{. D. M. Bennett,
the name of Payne, in Nashville, Tenn., wiote two | suffered vastiy from Co:nato(!klsn}—lf- ought to be al:o!e
pamphlets to prove that women and negroes had no |to banish the long-winded theonzatmqs of some.af its
souls. He, being & Hebrew scholar, referred to the | correspondents and publish the trivial :?n(‘i B'HDP.‘G
‘‘original Hebrew'’ as well as to the St. James version | facts of an anti-Comstock crueade; but, as it is, it will
and proved by both that Eve wae simply an snimal  hardly dare to publish an intima%iun t%l.ereof. Thus
and did not leave the garden of Edén with Adam, but | Freethinkers, Anarchists, Socialiste, Single Taxers
left with the “other animals.” (and reformers generally have it all “in your mind"

“Therefore the Lord God sent him forth: from the garden of [and not in the hand. Look, however, at the Chris-
Eden to till the ground from whence he was taken,” Geneals | tian Citizen, 151 La Salle st., Chicago, and see how its
8: 24,25 . - i writers and others come down to practical work in

In 1889 the Rev. J. B. Szmmong. D. D. at rew X qu their respective lines. Yes, and just this kind of effort
said: *It cannot be denied that in, morals o relig- is coiling the curfew, another compulsory law, about
ion woman, when God created her, was deplorable

L the people of the county.
failure; from the day she turned her back on God she It's a free country, comparatively, and if these
became a reprobate.”

: - . < church people can accomplish things without bombs
Think of that! An ullwme., allpowerful God, ,whn and blood, why cannot we? Wa ought to have powers
could make no mistakee, according to all the teachings

2 . ;| of reason, persuasion and practica! adaptableness just
of orthodoxy, making such a failure as woman! 1Is it | M
not dreadful? And the preachere have not changed, : '
for in this year 1808 in Nashville, Tenn., a baptist | : ’ .
minister said: “The sentence of God against wbman Dr. William N. Hill, of 1438 E. Baltimore st., Balti-
still lives in this age, and the guilt necesearily lives /more, is the leading spirit in & proposed Single Tax
with it.”” Notwithstanding this opinion is held by the | political movement in Baltiniore. Having heard that
priests and clergy, and it must be if thev believe in ! Single Tax would do away with the public schools, as
and teach the Bible, women uphold all the institutions | it would with all other forms of State charity, I wrote
of religion. The churches could not exist were it not 1 Mr. Hill for information. e said, in part: “I think
for the women. Is there no way to arouse them? Is | my friends, the Anarchists, who oppoge State educa-
there no way to bring before them the narrowing, jtion altogether, are as much in error as those who go
dwarfing effect on their minds and their lives of this  to the opposite extreme of compulsory education. In
terrible doctrine? 1t has been very forcibly brought |8 strict senge, public schools may not be nambered
to my mind theee last two daye. A great camp meet- | 8mong the functions of the State; but they belong to

SixaLe TAX N BALTIMORE.

ing bas been running full force for nearly two weeks; | that category of.social fanctions which can be per- |
Tattended two meetings; that was enough. Nothing | formed cheaper and better by society organized as a!

new taught—the same old heaven and hell, but it was | State than by individuals.’”” As our friend Mr. Barnes
noticeable the slighting way in which they referred to | i# & Single Taxer, I wiil let him digest Dr. Hill's state-
the women. But the poor foolish ‘“‘sisters” did not ment. Dr. Hill says farther: ““There is no probability
realize it and eat there listening to the ““man of God,”  of compulsory edueation being adopted in Maryland.””
and they constituted fully one half—yes, two thirds of This proves that the doctor is not very well "}lp” in
the audience. They endure any hardship to attend | Maryland matters, unless he confides in my ability to
“‘divine service,”” taking all the family with them, and continue the regular fight against bills introdueed in

the Tenneesee family is rarely a small one. How I |our legislature for it. Unless the Single Tuxers get |

wanted t8 throw a ‘“‘bomb in the camp” and by asking | t00 earnest in their advocaey of State measures, [ am
a few questions open their eyes. | disposed to let them stir up things in Baltimore to
Just once during the two sermons the need of the Wwhat little extent they can, that some benighted peo-

‘‘weaker sex” was spoken of., That was when th(\.i}’lﬁ may coms to know that there is something in the

young women were urged to ‘‘come into the fold so | World besides the Republican and Democratic parties. |

that the brothers would come.” The preacher prob- |
ably did not think ?f d‘df n.ot. undersftan(’i’ that the | Mr. Barnes sent me a Single Tax pamphlet, entitled
Foon nunwordbe mwn it the BUES mot byl o py o e o Single Tax article {rom
‘‘saving grace,” ‘“‘holiness’” or anything of a religious

I 5 | his pen—able as that theory goes—and an advertige-
character, but the attraction between the ment of Mr. Post’s new Chicago paper, The Pablic. 1
gexes drew them there. |

Avrn SORTS OF BUBJECTS.

: - | thought from its title it would certainly be a paper |
Mother nature asserts herself every time. Woman brimful of letters and articles from the people; but a |

n;xns; lre_e he.rsell; tt{e Grst sbe;;)m i ((:lom;xe irﬁm l;ndoir | number of eample copies showed me that it only con-
the domination of priest, preacher and church. OVe | tpined selections and editorials. Of course, these were

to yourself that these are all preaching and teaching |
fraud; that the church is based upon fraud; that this
religion has served its purpose in evolution, then step |
up beyond it, out from it and the gates of freedom will |
open unto you. But so long, oh woman, as you kiss |
the priestly heel that tramples upon you, just go long
you will endure the humiliation that is now heaped |
upon you. It requires courage and an asserting of self,
but it pays to come out from among them. You will
find yourself in good company.
Hustburg, Tenn.

people.

Bolton Hall has exhibited a great sympathy for chil-
dren of late. I am sorry he did not exhibit it in time
to frustrate compulsory education for his State of New
¥ork. This is the greatest of tyraniea to both children
and parente. All the many old faushioned chastise-
mente I got when a boy, were as nothing compared to
the torture of mind and Body I underwent in the best
of the conventional schools.

Dr. Nichols sends me August Frae Life. Iam sorry
to not see some friendly word in it for Bedborough.
There can be no “free life’” until there is free speech,
free pen and free mails. [And what about the bread?
A1)

The~Baltimore American, of August 13, gave a dis-

Nevne M. JERavLD.
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WHAT ONE MAN CAN DO.
No. 3.
Coxsrockisy.

excellent; but such papers are out of touch with the |

Mr. Chamberlain sends me an advance sheet of the
‘““American Press Aesociation,” containing an article
of his *‘Our Boasted Freedom—The right of Free Prees
Trampled Upon for Partisan Ends,”” ®hich is admira-
ble. This article will probably appear in many papers,

patch stating that Anarchists in Brussels had been
shooting policemen and others and that some among
them had been shot and captured in réturn. [ imme-
diately dropped the American a letter stating that the
' American Anarchists were no longer of that type;

however, if the American pointed. me to “The Lovers
of Liberty” in Free Society of August 7, where an or-
ganization is called for embracing gecrecy and revolu-
tion, I would have to ask Messrs. Oliver, Quinn and
P what I should reply. Comrades, tell me
your aims and let us see if we can’t secure them with-
out bombs and blood.

I have noted in some back numbers of the Salt Lake
city Deseret Néws and New Orleans Picayune some
sex problems discussed very much in line with An-
archy. Of course, there are really more Anarchists
than we have any knowledge of. I was, mysell, one
who recently came to the surface.

“The Law of Service’ is a strong letter by Jas. T. R.
Green, of Des Moines, Ia., in Farmer's Voice of Aug.
13. He says: “When reformers learn to use the om-
nipotent force of force and voluntary service, not for
selfish ends but for justice, they will wipe out every
| monopoly in existence. Meantime reformers
; worship other gods.”
| Comrade Small longs for a few more men to do just
jwhat he and I are doing, viz : 8Wap papere, keep
leach other posted and take up pens against enemies
| and for friends. All this can be done sitting at home,
| with very little expense, and will tend to change the
| current of men’s thought ag effectually as the lectures
}oi 4 man out on an expensive tour.
| My old and appreciative Socialist friend, J. T, Irons,
|of Athc!, Idaho, sends for my endorsement the pam-
;phlet of the Majority Rule League, which he Bays is
| the most direct way of reaching direct legislation. Ie
|eays also he thinks it will meet with the approbation
‘o! the International Voluntaryists. I must tell him
‘!lmt I have not voted for many years and that [ am
finding, as the years roll by, less and less encourage-
ment to reform through political methods.

Sykesville, Md. Fraxcis B, Livesey,
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“PATRIOTIC" PARAGRAPHS.

Much indignation is being aroused in tpatriotic’’
circles about the inhuman treatment accorded the
‘‘brave boye” who tlew to “their” country’s defente in

(her trying hoars of need. Which has suggested the
| question, “'Does one lot of slaves deserve better treat-
| ment than another?’

* & @
If the industrial slaves who stayed at home and
manufactured the munitions of war, gold mounted
Larnees and princely fare for Miles and his staff, re-

ceived a wage that would enable them to purchase suf-
ficient of the common necessities of life to insure a
'healthy existgnce: there mjght be some logical justifi-
cation for this eurreptitious outburst of rage.

| * o o

Why don’t these yowling mealy-mouthed idle politi-
cians cry out against the injustice and inhumanity of
| the mine and factory owners, whose avaricious greed
is the cause of more misery and death in one day than
;a!i that of the Cuban war “m ismanagement?’’
¢ o 0
| But that is not a part of his trade: hig business is to
|attain to power where he can rule and ride the igno-
rant working slaves, who at his command wil] take up
|arme and wade to the bridles in each other’s gore that
he may have ‘‘glory,” bonds and fat contracts.

* & o =

And here ariges the question, ‘“do these menials de-
‘gerve any better treatment than they received 7'

® & @

If I desire to destroy the life of my neighbor that I
may take possession of his property, and hire Weary
| Willie and Jonny Blockhead to do the job, ehould
'have any more respect for or treat them with any

more regard for their personal comfort and health,
than if I had hired them to thrash my wheat or planf
my corn?

¢ ¢ e

Trimmed of all his gauzy adornments, what elge is
the eoldier but a hired assassin who for a stipulated
sum per day contracts to kill, maim and ravish his
fellows; men, women and children alike, go down to
earth to eatiefly his fiendish desire for plunder and
falee glory.

e o @

Of those who took part in the late war tome may
bave been influenced by that superstition known as
patriotism. Bat a desire for strange cenes, dregms
of adventurous glory and $£13 per month were the chief
attractions that lured the ‘‘boys” into the de‘ense of
Cuban “freedom."”
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Liberty! Bosh! What does the Americah work-
man know or care about liberty {03 Cubs, himself &
most subservient slave, who cringes before his capital-
istic master 864 days in the year, and on July'4 howls
about something that has been dead more than 100
years. ‘‘Ouban liberty’”” means exactly what Ameri-
can liberty signifies; the liberty of & new set of mas-
ters to freely exploit and enslave the consumste asses
M L,.‘]’ '“’ll '’ lB 'm a2 "

. * @

But our poor soldiers were starved and otherwise ill-
used by the “ch ions” of freed MeKinley et al.
Indeed, any man who went to Cuba at the behest of
#uch notorious rascals thinking thereby he was serving
the cause of human liberty is & fool, and deserved no
better fate. And as for the adventurer who would ex-
change the lives of his fellows for the gratification of
his own lurid fancies, he ought to have been shot.

e 4 0

Come home, O ye libertarians, heros of Cuban
emancipation, and strike the shackles from the with-
ered limbs of your own countrymen; then will the
world applaud, and your deeds be emblazoned in let-
ters of firs upon the dome-of the temple of liberty.

. ¢ @

Fear not, kind masters, the ‘‘boys” have no inten-
tion of taking any euch steps. Your agents in com-
mand may ill-use and abuse and starve them, yet their
“noble” sense of loyalty to you and your country pre-
dominates over sny petty selfish thought that might
creap into their lofty altroistic “minds.” Why, they
are now as I write hurrying in all the ardor of their
patriotic zeal, and scarce ere the hearts blood of their
Spanieh brethern is dry upon their bayonets or the
noige of their murderous gatlings has ceased to echo
on their ears, to the rescue of your brothers the coal
barone of Pana, 11., whose slaves have dared resist a
reduction of the pittance it has pleased said barons to
80 kindly allow them. Need I foreshadow the reeult?
No! Glistening steel, machine guns, naked and stary-
ing wives and babes can produce but one result: sub-
mission.

* o

The plutocratic Chicage Tribune has collected and
published the names of 1300 fighting serfe who died
from exposute, cauwed, it eays, by the criminsl negli-
gence and ncompetency of the commanders. Now
then, let us have another table showing the number of
industrial seldiers and their dependents, whom the
gross indifference and niurderous rapacity of the cap-
tains of industry have sent to premature graves. But
that would be ‘‘Anarchistic howling’* while the other
is ‘‘revelations.” Jay Fox.

¢ ¢ ¢ & &

SOME REMARKS.

1 am an Anarchist, and yet not an Anarchist. 1
futly believe in the principles, but I would be gorry to
heve all government destroyed in a moment. 1 be-
lieve in progreesion and growth. 1 am well gatiefied
with the growth as ! see it. 1 would harryitifl
could and do by spreading the light. When
proclaimed frecdom in Missouri, T enlisted to aid him,
wnd was terribly disappointed when Lincoln annulled
the order and recalled him. Now, I believe Fremont
wag premature and that the Fmancipation Proclama-
tion was issurd at the right time to be succestful,

1 bide my time and teach, fully believing that when
the titne comes, step by step, the right will win. lam
sorry to see the belligerency of reformers toward each
other. Anarchists, Single Taxers, Socialists—espec-
cially State Socialists—bitterly denouncing each other.
I have no rsueh feeling. 1 am glad for every step
taken from the present chaotic system. Though such
reforms mdy stiil be loaded with a multitude of tradi-
tions, and oppressive conditions, 1 gladly welcome
their succese. 1f L cee what [ think to be errore, and
if 1t will do any good, 1 point them out in love, never
with denounciation of persons. T am eure that people
generally waut to do what is best. The few that are
benefited by the wrong are the only ones not open to
conviction if prejudices are removed. Denunciation
never removes prejudices, put love and yentleness
does. :

O friende, let us love and suffer. The uneelfish
devotion of the Portland and San Francisco Anarchists
has done more to win me thau volumes of tirades
would have done. Your unselfish devotion to spread-
ing the light will tell more than all the bombs in the
world. Resistance to oppression, when resistance can
be effectual, but love and patient suffering all the time

Fremont

to win the hearts of even alninilu. '
Flagler, Colo.

. Comrads Odell seems to be under the imprenion

B. F. OpeLL.

that we end to d all go ts “ing
moment’’ and yet we never fail to emphasize that such
ie an impoesible proposition, that it rily must

be a matier of growth. But I freely confess that when
I see the suffering and misery inflicted upon mankind
by government, I am not satisfied with the slow pro-
cess of growth and would deatroy all dominating
powers with s sudden blow, for I am convinced that
people would even in their present stage of develop-
ment live more harmoniously and happier without
government. Realizing though that the desire for
{reedom must first be awakened in the minds of the
slaves before they will free themeelves, I doall I can
in spreading the idea of freedom.

The action of Fremont was not premature but sim-
ply a logical sequence of the situation. Without the
preceding propagsada of emancipation and the so-
called *‘premature actions” of the agitators, Lincoln
would not have issued the proclamation.

So long a8 the beliigerency among reformers does
not develop into pereonal hastility it is a very en-
couraging phenomenon, for harmony in ideas is intel-
lectual death. On the ociher hand, we cannot too
strongly antagonize 1deas winch, if realized, would

What are Representatives but Governors? (2)—

To & simple mind it certainly seems odd. Italso
seems odd that we nowhere meet Amnarcldists demon-
strating their ideas, We nowhore mieet a lot of An-
archists living together without government. Ifitis
agood idea for the whole, it ought to be a good idea
for the part. (8)

You do not certainly desire to deceive yourself.
You do not desire to vainly waste your life in the
field of the i ible. You the
living together withont organization, i. e. without
government. Surely if you know it to be the impos-
sible—if yon know that it would be absolutely impos-
sible to get a handful of Anarchists to live together
withont organization, without government, then you
know it also absolutely impossible to get 100,000,000
people to dwell together without organization or gov-
ernment. (4) QUESTION,

a " Tritrd,

COMMENT.

1.—When it is pointed out to a Socialist that the
participation in capitalistic legislation is incompatible
with Socialism, and that social conditions cannot be
altered by legislative methods, he is ever ready with
the reply that we are not yet living under Socialism
and their present efforts must be considered as a ques-
tion of tactics in their propaganda. But when propo-
sitione relating to'methods of propaganda come from
an Anardist eource, then it ie a horse of a different

lead us deeper into the mire of slavery. That not all
reform ideas have a progressive tendency christianity
has clearly demonstrated. Chiist’s ideas were in some

respects in advance of those prevailing at that time, |

but the anxiety for success prompted the ‘‘leaders’ to
comprowise with the dominating powers and customs
and so we had the *'dark ages,” the catholhic church
with all its terrors—f{ar behind the civilization of the
Greeks and the Moores in Spain.

Ag to the “unselfieh devotion’’ of certain Anarchists |

1 will emphasize again, that there is no such quality
in man. We all act to satiefy our own gelf. We may
endure hardship, privation and suffer persecution and
prosecution on account of our ideas, yet we cannot
help it. To disavow my ideas would cause me greater
suffering than the sight of a gallows, consequently I
am selfish. Self-satisfaction is what we all seek.
A. L
e+ ¢ 0 @

SOME MORE QUEER THINGS.

The excellent article in Free Society by Nellie M.
Jerauld, entitled “Some Queer Things,” made me
think of some more queer things. For instance, |
found in a recent number of the Christian Register a
review of E. V. Zenker’s book **Anarchism,”’ which
review, if you have epace to print, will be rich reading
for some of your readers, * and 1n the eame number
the enclosed article entitled *‘The Coming Conflict” ig
given & prominent place. These are queer things to
me.

it is also queer to read in our metropolitan news-
papers of “‘lmperial America.” Her flag waving over
new and vast possesione, etc.—yet, perhaps, 1t really
isn't queer after all. For the tendency so fong has
been toward imperialiem that even the dullest can
understand that there is a conspiracy existing to over-
throw even the semblance of a republic. (We have,
what Bro. Streeter of the Vineland, N. J. Independent
calls ““a mne man government.”’) Another queer
thing is to hear our political friends talking about
“‘emancipated Cubans.”’

They dou’t see the money power behind the scenes|
taxing the Cubans to starvation and then bonding us |
for trying to help the Cubans “‘shake” their brutal |

task-masters.
the money power got ready.
sugar trust, the railroad trust and the holders of Span-
ish bonds in Cuba had to be consulted tiret. These
are only a few of the queer things we notice es’er}"w
day. Mygra Perrers. 1

Nor did we even try to help them ull

* ¢ @ .Q_ - %
FINDS FAULT WITH ANARCHISTS. [

In your issue of August 7, there is a call to Anarcha;
iste to write a ‘‘declaration of principles’ for a pro- !
posed ‘‘organization.”” Such declaration of principles |
to be ‘‘given over to a committee, congisting of five |
representatives.’’ - |
Is not this a strange proceeding to organize them- |
selves? What is organization but government? (1) |

* The review will Be published when we are able to issne
eight pages. At present we must devole the space of Free Soci-
ety to mole urgent gestions. Al

The tobacco trust, the|

color, and our Socialist friends immediately imagine
i that we are living in a condition of Anarchy and finds
ioucssion to point out the inconsistency of Anarchists.
The promulgaters of the above mentioned call do
| not pretend to carry out Anarchist principles, neither
|are the Anarchists as a body responsible for the call.
| It is simply an individual effort to hasten the downfail
of our infernal social eystem, and the demerite of the
| proposition have already been pointed out in the An-
archist press.

Ae to organization it may be government or it may
not—it depends entirely on the character of the orga-
nization or on the dfinition of the term. If thereby is
mesnt collective action of those who unanimously
agree to do one thing, it is not government. But if it
{8 a collective body in which the majority decides the
action to be pursued and the minority has to submit,
whether it agrees with the decision or not, then it is
government—tyranny. I may insert here that, to my
mivd, people can only—without committing them-
selves to an absurdity—associate (or organize, if joun
prefer the term) on a proposition agrecd upen in ad=~
vance. To agree to respect what hae not been ueter-
mined, is ridicalous.

2.—Yes, representatives with lexiglative power fare
governors.

3 —Why, my dear State Socialist, why ‘‘do we nc-
where meet a lot of “‘scientific’” Socialists demonstrat-
ing their idea,’ etc. “If it is a goud idea for the whole
it ought to be a good idea for the part.”” But.f the
anonymeous writer will pay us a vizit I will introduce
him ‘te Anarchists who do live witbout government
and are trying to demonstrate ‘tbeir ideal so far g8
poseible under existing conditione, and none of the
Auarchists accuses them of not being Avarchists, We
ree uleo that there are come Socialists who endeavor to
demonetrate their idea by co-operation and colonizing,
but their ballot-box-wire-pulling comrades o not hesi-
| tate to denounce them as *utopians.”

4.—If “Question” had reac Free Scciety, or any
ther Anarchist publication, he would know that
| we do not consider it unpossible *‘to dwell together
1 without government,” and would pot have wa:ted this
| effusion.  Some little thinking may also convinee him
that government is the greatest disturbing element in
society, AL
I e o * * ®

Thig our earth this day produces suflicient for our
| existence, thie our earth produces not only a sufficien-
| ey, but a saperabundance, and pours a cornucopia of
| good things down upon us. Farther, it produces suf-
ficient for stores and granaries tc be filled to the roof-
tree for years ahead. I verily believe that the earth
i one yvear produces enough focd to last for thirty.
Why, then, have we not enough® Why do people die
of starvation, or lead a mieserable existence on the
verge of it? Why have millions upon millione to toil
fiom morning to evening just to gain 2 mere crust of
vread? Because of the abeolute lack of organization
by which such lator should produce its effect; the ab-
solute lack of distribution; the absolute lack, even, of

even to mention euch things, ta say that they are pos-
gible, is criminal with many' Madness could hardly
go further.—Richard Jeffries.
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RECEIPTS.
Week enting Baturday, September 3.
‘Task, Crauk, each §1.
Barto, Hamon, Schenck, Aronberg, 8hisgall, Treo,
Kaplat, Gi: sberf, Bock, Pyburn, Daniliewicz, ea
Behrmau, Maisel, each 10c.
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| the verv idea that such things are possible. Nay, ==~

, each E0o.
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