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Then, we dumpstered a bunch of vegetables for a pot of soup and set up a table and w
» were officially a Food not Bombs chapter. :

¥ cool stuff. How has working with Kitsap Food Not Bombs
impacted you personally?

Overwhelmingly positively. Our crew is made up of some of the
kindest and most resourceful people i have ever met and get-
Itmg to cook and eat and drink alongside them has been one of &
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the most fulfilling parts of my life in the past few years. Since
starting volunteering with Food not Bombs i've beenin and
out of homelessness. Many times the food | was helping serve
there was also the only hot food id eat that day. My crew
hard times and for that I'll always be grateful to them.

R

What has the community response to Kitsap Food Not Bombs been?

Can you give us a bit of background on Food Not Bombs? \y

§ Food not Bombs is an anarchist mutual aid project that was founded by anti-nuclear activists

in 1980. We serve free food to the public, completely unrestricted, as a protest against
hunger and war. Food not Bombs is horizontally organized, meaning no one péerson is in &
T charge. Anyone who aligns with the values of our project is free to start their own chapter or
volunteer as they please. No sign ups, interviews, or bureaucracy required. The food we
serve is generally vegan and/or reclaimed from the waste stream. We stand against the
' commodification of food and the destructive nature of the meat industry. During 2020
myself and a few friends organized our own chapter here in Kitsap County.

We've received a lot of support from our local food co-op and also our punk rock scene.
Kitsap Community Food Co-op donates their unsellables to us, mostly blemished produce we {*%
can use for soup and dairy approaching sell-by that we can use as creamer for coffee. The
~ Charleston and Sabotage Noise have hosted multiple fundraiser shows on our behalf as well.
There are a lot of people in Kitsap that share our vision in freer and equal access to food,
' and they show it. It's not irregular to have people from our neighborhood swing by our
meals and drop off ready to eat trays of food or bags of cans and bread for us to hand out.
. I've even had people spot my Kitsap Food not Bombs pin and stop me in public to tell me
how much they respect our project. That said, everyone has detractors. Qurs are mostly}

"W

And how did Food Not Bombs make it to Kitsap?

NIMBY types who hate to see congregations of poor people in public, and occasionally

nonprofit types from the homeless shelters have expressed a lack of appreciation for our
. unwillingness to work inside their proper channels. These people are few and far between. I
+ . believe the people of Bremerton and Kitsap as a whole support what we do.

\ We were actually founded as a splinter chapter from Tacoma FNB.

Multiple friends of mine were carpooling across the Narrows to

1 help with organizing efforts in Tacoma in the wake of George Floyds
murder. After a summer of cutting our teeth we decided our efforts

would be better used organizing at home, in Bremerton. Bremerton ;

&' was, and sometimes still is, an isolating place to be for a leftist with little to no public

anarchist presence. We were able to network and find other like minded locals and raised a

little money on the internet for tables, pots and a tent C
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Did you know that any Washington resident can get FREE Nasal Naloxe &
mailed to their door? Be prepared in case of opioid overdose!
Visit phra.org/naloxone

¥ What impact do you believe Kitsap Food Not Bombs has had on the folks you serve?
-

5“" Everyone appreciates a hot meal. We get the most traffic during the colder months, when g’
the homeless waiting in line at the shelter come over for something hot to eat or drink §
.+ before checking in for bed. Since we mostly cook vegan, our food always includes a variety of §

. veggies. For poor people, especially the homeless people that don't have accessto a kitchen, |

it can be hard to get access to healthy food like what we serve. Most of the other free meals
around town, like the ones at Salvation Army, are Very bland and lack color or proper

. seasoning. We pride ourselves as being an alternative to them.
[

[}
’ | How can folks get involved with, or support the work of Kitsap Food Not Bombs? <

The best place to start is to show up to a meal to meet us and enjoy some food and coffee.
We serve food on weekends at 5:30pm on MLK & Park, just look for our banner. g
— . gy T F B _ : : - 2 N

{ Kitsap County residents can text Ostrich Bay Exchange @ (253) 470-6534
to getNarcan and many other harm reduction and healthcare supplies delivered free!
T s ) . o T
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